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Antrim  €ouhtv.     ( lo) 

JrioN.  Sferoul^  ^(mkj. 
Right  Hon.  J<aitt  O'NeiiL 

Borough  0f  jintrim. 
Hob.  Wm.  John  Skeffiagton. 
i{oa.  Ch»^hefter  Sktiffiagton. 

Borough  of  BelfaJ. 
Hon.  Htni^  iSkefkigtoki. 
HoDk  Jof(Spn  M^wit* 

Borough  of  Lt/hurne, 

William  Tofld  J9»«s,  £% 
Bwou^f  Rm4fii^o*m* 

John  DuQD^  $£|$ 


AhmaCh  County.  .  (6) 


Right  Hon.  WilKam  Brown- 
low. 

Williafla  Ricfi5|rdfan,  of  Rich- 
hill,  E% 

Borough  of  Armagh, 
Henry  Mcredyth,  Efq; 
George  Rawfon,  Efq; 

Boroudf  of  f^imrkmof^^ 
Sir  Aan^Uey  Stewart,  JE^art, 
Sight  I?ion.  Henry  Gr^an^ 

rCAaRICKFERGUS  CoUNTY  and 
TOWN."^      (2) 

Conway  Richard  Dobbs,  Efq; 
Ezekidpavys  WiIfon,.E% 
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Cathesllogh  County.     (6) 

William  Burton,  Efq; 
Sir  Richard  Butler,  Bart. 

Borough  of  CatherlogL 
Sir  John  Browne,  Bart. 
Sir  Charles  Defvoeux,  Bart^ 

Borough  of  Old  Leighltn^ 
Hon.  Arthur  Achefon. 
Sir  Edward  Leflie,  Bart. 

Cavan  County.     (6) 

Charles  Steuart,  Efq; 

John  Maxwell,  Efq:      Sworn 
17th  January,  1788. 

Francis  SaUnderfon,  Efq;  in 
the  Rooio  of  the  fa  id  Johr 
Maxwell,  declared  not  duly 
returned.  Sworn  2 2d  Fe 
bruary,  176!^. 

Borotigh  of  Belturhet. 
•Right   Hon.    Sir   Skeffington 

Smyth,  Bart. 
Right  Hon.  David  Latouche. 

Borough  of  Ca^ani, 
Thomas  Ncfbit,  Efq; 
Right  Hon.  Henry  Theophilus 
Clements.  • 

Clare  County.     (4) 

Sir  Hugh  Dillon  Malfy,  Bart. 
Edward  Fitzgerald,  Efq; 

Borough  cf  Ennu^ 
Steuart  Weldor,  Efq; 
John  Thomas  Fofter,  Efq; 

Cork  Coukty.     {^6) 

James  Bernard,  Efq^ 

Hon.  Robert  King,  commonly 

called  Lord  Vilcount  Kingf> 

borough* 

Borsugh  of  Bahimore, 
Hod.  Arthur  Goic,  commonly 
called  Lord  Vifcount  Sudley. 
Richard  Longfield,  Efq: 


Borough  of  Bandon-hrtdge^ 
Francis  Bernard,  Efq; 
Lodge  Morres,  Efq; 

Borough  of  Cqfikmartyr, 
Broderick  Chinnery,  Efq; 
Henry  Cox,  Efq;  * 

Borough  of  Charhville. 
Rogerfon  Cotter,  Efq; 
Richard  St.  George,  Efq; 

Borough  of  Cloghn'tkihy* 
Thomas  A  dderley,  Efq; 
Charles  O'Neill,  Efq; 

City  of^CorL 
'  Rt.  Hon.  J.Hely  Hutchinfon. 
Auguftus  Warren,  Efq; 

Borough  of  Doneralle. 

Hon.  Hayes  St.  Leger. 

James  Chattcrton,  Efq; 

John  Harrifon,  Efq;  in  the 
Room  of  the  faid  Hayes  St. 
liCger,  now  Lord  Vifcount 
Doneraile.  Sworn  i8th  Fe- 
bruary, 1788. 

Town  of  Ktnfale. 
James  Kearney,  Efq; 
Cromwell  Pricej  Efq; 

Town  of  Mallow* 
Denham  Jephlbn,  Efq; 
Sir  James  Laurence  Cotter,  Bt, 

.Borough  of  Middleton. 
Col.  Thomas  Pigott, 
Arthur  Dawfon,  Efq; 

Borough  of  RathcormucL 
Charles  Francis  Sheridan^  £fq; 
Right  Hon.  Thomas  Orde. 

Town  of  ToughaL 
Robert  Uiiiackc,  Efq; 
James  UniacJke,  Efq; 

Donegal  County.  (12) 

Alexander  Montgomery,  Efq; 
Henry  Vaughan  Brooke,  Efq; 

Borough   of  Ballyfhannon. 
William  Ogilvie,  Efq; 
I  Sir  Michael  Cromie,  Bart. 
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Borough  of  DonegalL 
Henry  Hat  ton,  Efq; 
Sir  John  Freke,  Bart. 

Borough  of  KiUyheggs. 
Right  Hon.  Wm.  Conyngham. 
William  Colvillc,  Efqj 

Borough  of  LiffbrJ. 
Hon.  Abraham  Creighton. 
Sir  Nicholas  Lawlefs^  Bart. 

Borough  of  St.  Johnpown. 
Hon.  Robert  Howard. 
Hon.  William  Forward. 

Down   County.     (14) 

Right  Hon.  Arthur  Hin,  com- 
monly called  Lord  Vifcount 
Kilwarlin. 

Hon.  Edward  Ward. 

Borough  of  Bangor* 
Edward  Hunt,  Efq; 
Richard  Magenis,  Efq;, 

Borough  of  DownpatricL 
Clot  worthy  Rowley,  Efq; 
Andrew  Caldwell,  Efq; 

Borough  of  Hilfjhorough. 

William  Montgomery,  Efq; 

James  Bailie,  Efq; 

Robert  Joh^fon,  Efq;  in  the 
Room  of  the  faid  Jas.  Bailie, 
deceafed.  Sworn  the  3 1  ft  oif 
January,  1788. 

Borough  of  KUlybagh, 
Sir  John  Blackwood,  Bart. 

"■■  f  ■'   '  ■ " 

Borough  of  Ne*ufry, 
Robert  Rofs,  Efq; 
Ifaac  Corry,  Efq; 

Borough  of  Newtown* 
Right  Hon.  John  Ponfonby, 
Sir  Wm.  Evans  Ryves  Morres, 

Bart. 
Henry  Alexander,  !Efq;  in  the 
Room  of  the  faid  John  Pon- 
fonby, deceafed.    Sworn  4th 
Febirudry,  1788. 


Drogheda  Ccv^ty  and 
Town.     (2) 

Henry  Meade  Ogle,  Efq; 
Jv^hn  Forbes,  Efq; 

Dublin  Coonty.     (10) 

Right  Hon.  Luke  Gardiner. 
Sir  Edw.  ^ewenham,  Knight» 

City  of  Dublin. 
Travers  Hartley,  Efq; 
Nathaniel  Warren,  Efq; 

Univiifity  of  Dublin* 
Laurence  Parfoas,  Efq; 
Arthur  Browne,  Efqj 

Borough  of  Newcaftle, 
John  La  Touche,  Efq; 
Thomas  Whaley,  Efq; 

Borough  of  Swordt^ 
Charles  Cobbe,  Efq; 
John  Hatch,  Efq; 

Fermanagh  County.  (4) 

Colonel  Mervyn  AtvhdalL 
Hon.  Arthur  Cole  Hamilton. 

Borough  of  Enni/killen. 
John  Mc.  Clintock,  Efq; 
James  Stewart,  of  Fort  Stew- 
art, Efq; 

Galway  County.     (8) 

Right  Hon.  Denis  D^ly. 
William  Power  KeatingTrench| 
Efqj 

Town  of  Athenry» 
John  Blakeney,  Efq; 
Theophilas  Blakeney,  Efq; 

*town  of  Galway. 
Denis  Bowes  Daly,  Efq; 
Anthony  Daly,  Efq; 

Borough  of  Tuani.    , 
Robert  Day,  Efq; 
Right  Hon.  SirLuciusO'BHen, 
Bart. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


Mi^MBfeHS     OF     TH-B 


Kehry  Caui^TY.    (8) 

Sir  Barry  Denny,  Bart. 
Richard  Towiifiicnd  Hettiert. 
Efq; 

Sir  Frederick  Flood,  Bart. 
John  Tydd,  Efq; 

/    BofouS  of  Dihgli'Iiouch. 
Richard  Boyfc  Tovmfcnd,  Efq;] 
John  Towflfend,  Efq; 

Borough  of  Tratei, 
Sir  WflliaA  Godfrey^  Bart 
Janles  Carrique  PoilfanbTs  Efq; 

Kii,DAkE  County,     (io) 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Charles  Fitz- 
gerald, 
John  W6ffe^  Efq; 

Borough  of  Athy, 
Right    Hbh.     Lord    Edward 

Fitzgerald; 
Thomas  Burgh,  ,Efq; 

Borough  of  Harriftown, 
Sir  Fhzge^M  Aylmer,  Bart. 
T-fto.  Burgh,  of  Oldtown,  Efq. 

Borough   of  Kildare,      - 
Right  Kon^  Lord  Henry  Fitz- 
gerald* ^  ' 
Simon  Digby,  Efq; 

Borough  of  Nftas^ 

Hon  John  Bourke,  commonly 

called  Loid  Vifcoupt  Naas. 


AbroA^  of  htafiiop. 
George  Pbnfonbyj  Elqj. 
John  Ufther,  B% 

Borough  of  St.  Camei  alias 
Jirykoitm. 
Hon.  Riisbard  Aunefleiy. 
Right  Hon.  J.  Monck  Mafon. 

City  of  KiHtemuf. 
Hon.  William  Cmffe. 
JohnButler>  Ef<^ 

Borough  cf  Kttovku^her, 
Sir  Heneides  Lairgnftc,  Bart* 
Robert  Langnlhe,  Efq; 

Borough  of  Ihomafiown* 
Patrick,  Welch,  £fq; 
George  Bunbury^  Efqs 

King's  County.     (6) 

Sir  WilKamParfons,  Biut.,    . 
John  Lloyd,  Efq; 

Bprough  of  Banagher, 
Peter  Holmes,  Efq: 
Edw^dBellioghataSwan,  Efq; 

Borough- f^  PhiU^txm, 
John  Toler,  Efq^ 
Henr)'^  Cope,  Efq; 


Kilkenny  County.     {i6) 

Ri^rht  Hon.  William  Brabazor 

Ponronby. 
Hun.  Henry  Welbore  Agar. 

Borough  of  Callatu 

John^^.'^Ke  G*Fiuiir.ty,  Efq: 

Borough  (f  Go*wrafii 
George '  Y)  u  nba  r,  E fq ; 
George  Burdett,  Efq; 


Leitrim  GotJHtY.     (6)  * 

Peter  La  .Touchc,,  Efq; 
John  Gore,  Efq; 

Borough  of  Carrieh 
Right  Hon.  Thomas  P«lha»^  . 
Edward  King,  Efq; 

Borough  of  Jameflown. 
Sir  Francis  Hytchinfon,  Bart. 
Henry  Bruen,  Efq; 

LlWEitlClt  CdUNTV.      (8) 

Hnrr,  Hftgh  MaflTy. 

Sir  Henry  Hartftonge,  Bart. 

lUchard  Oliver,  Efq;  in  the 
Room  oi  the  faid  Hugh 
Muffy,  now  Lord  MafTy. 
S\roni  1 2th  March,  1788. 
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Sir  Jofcph  Hoare,  Bart. 
Richard  Griffith,  Efq;. 

Borough  f^  KllnudlocL 
Right  Hob.  John  Fitzgibbon. 
Joha  ArmftrOBg,  Efq; 

CHy  of  Lhnertcl. 
John  Prendcrgaft  Smyth,  Efq; 
Edmund  Heiiry  P^ry,  Eiq; 

Londonderry  County.   (8) 

Right  Hoft.  llhottkaA  Conolly, 
Right  Hon.  Edward  Cary. 

Borough   of  Cokraine, 
Right  Hon-  Rich.  Jackfon. 
Arthur  Wolf€,  Efq; 

City  of  Londonderry, 
Sir  Hi^h  HiU,  Bart. 
James  Alcxatider,  Eftj; 

Borough  of  Newtown  Ltmavady, 
John  Staples,  Efq; 
John  Richardfon>  Efq; 

Longford  County,     (id) 

Laur.  Harman  Harman,  Efqi 
Henry  Gore,  Efq; 

borough  of  Grauard. 
Robert  Jephfon,  Efq,* 
George  Wm.  Molyneux,  Efq; 

Borough  of  Lane/borough, 
kobcrt  Dillon,  Efq; 
Corneiiiiis  Bolton,  Efq; 

Borpugh  of  Longford, 
Honr  Thomas  P^enbanu 
Heniy  Stewart,  Efq; 

Borough  of  St*  ^ohnfioivn. 
Sir  Thomas  Fetherfton,  Bart. 
Sir.Nicholas  Golthuyft,  Bart* 

LouTH  County,   (io) 

Rt.  Hon.  JohnFofler,  Speaker 
of  the  Hon.  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons. 
Thomas  James  Tortcfcuej  Efi^; 


Jhr&ugh  of  Atherdfe. 
Chirks  Rnxton,  Efq; 
William  Ruxton,  Efq; 

Borough  of  Carlsn^ord. 
Ri^t  Hon.  Sir  John  Bbtquiere, 

K.B. 
Thomas  Coghlan,  Efq$ 

Borough  of  Dtmdedk^ 
Right  Hon.  Robert  Jocdyn* 

commonly  called  Lord  Vif- 

cotimt  Jocdyn. 
Hon.  George  Jocelyn. 

Borough  of  Dunker. 
John  William  Foffer,  ECq; 
Henry  Coddington.  Efq^ 

MAYt>  COUIITT.      (4) 

Riglit  Hon.  James  Cuffe. 
Hon.  Denis  Srowne. 

Borough  6f  Cafikbar. 
Hon.  James  Browne. 
Thomas  Warren,  Efq; 

Mbath  County.     (14) 

Right  Hon.  Her  coles  Langfoid 

Rowley. 
Gorges  Low^her,  Efq; 

Borot^  of  Athbay^ 
Hugh  Howard,  Efq; 
Thomas  Bligh,  Efq; 

.  Boro$^ht>f  D^Ueh. 
Andrew  Ram,  Eiq; 
Abel  Ram,  Efq; 

Bdrot^h  of  Kelhi 
Hon.  Thomas  Taylor,  comman- 
ly  called  Lord  Vif.  Hcadfort. 
Hon.  Here.  Langford  Taylor. 

Borough  of  Navan, 
John  Prcftoni  Efq; 
Jofeph  Prcfton,  Efq; 

Borough  tf  Ratoaih. 
Arthnr  Forbes,  Efq;     . 
John  Metge,  Efq; 
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Borough  of  Trim. 
Right  Hon.  Lieutenant-Gene- 
'  ral  John  Pomeroy. 
Hoh.  William  Weiley  Pole. 

MoNAGHAN  County*     (4) 

Charles  Powell  Leflie,  Efq; 
John  Montgomery,  Efqj 

Borough  of  Monaghan. 
Right  Hon,  Rob.  Lieut.  Gen. 
Cuninghame. 
'  Right  Hon.  Theophilus  Jones. 

QuEEii^s  County.     (8) 

Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Parnell,  Bt. 
.  John  Warburton,  Efq; 

Borough  of  Ballynakilh 
Sir  Wm.  Montgomery,  Bart. 
John  Moore,  Efq^ 

Borough  of  Maryborough, 
Charles  Henry  Coote,  Efq; 
Frederick  Trench,  Efq; 

Borough  of  Portarlington, 
Sir  Boyle  koche,  Bart. 
Robert  Hobart,  Efq; 

Roscommon  County.      (8) 

Arthur  French,  Efq; 

Sir  Edward  Crofton,  Bart. 

Bprough  of  Boyle, 
Right  Hon.  Henry  King. 
Robert  Boyd,  Efq; 

Borough  of  Rofcommon, 
Captain  George  Sandford, 
Maurice  Copinger,  Efq; 

Borough  of  Titl/i. 
James  Fitzgerald,  Efq; 
Hugh  Crofton,  Efq; 

Sligo  County.     (4) 

Charles  O'Hara,  Efq: 
Owen  Wynne,  Efq; 

Borough  of  Sitgo* 
Right  Hon.  Owen  Wynne. 
Thomas  Dawfon,  Ef^; 


TippERARY  County.     (8) 

Henry  Prittie,  Efq; 
Daniel  Toler,  Efq; 

City  of  Cajhel 
Richard  Pennefather,  Efq; 
William  Pennefather,  Efq; 

Bofoughof  Clonmeh 
Hon.  William  Moorci 
Stephc;n  Moore,  Efq; 

Borough  of  Fethard, 
Thomas  Barton,  Efq; 
Daniel  Gahan,  Sfq; 

Tyro>ie  County.     (10) 

James  Stewart,  Efq; 

Nat.  Montgomery  Moore,  Efq; 

Borough  of  Augher, 
Sir  William  Richardfon,  Bart. 
Samuel  Hayes,    of   Drumboc 
CaOle,  Efq; 

City  of  Clogher. 
Sackville  Hamilton,  Efq; 
John  Francis  Cradock,  Efq; 

Borough  of  Dungannon, 
Hon.  Thomas  Knox. 
Lorenzo  Moore,  Efq;^ 

Bofough  of  Strahane. 
Hon.  Henry  Pomeroy. 
Sir  John  Stuart  Hamilton,  Bt. 

W^TERPORD  County.     (10) 

Right  Hon.  John  Beresfprd. 
Sir  James  May,  Bart. 

Borough  of  Dungarvan* 
Marcus  Beresford,  Efq; 
Godfrey  Greene,  Efq; 

Borough  of  Lifmore, 
Right  Hum  Sir  Henry  Caven- 

difh,  Bart. 
Sir  Richard  Mufgrave,  Bait. 

Borough  of  Tallagh, 

Colonel  Hugh  Cane. 
John  Hobfon,  Efq; 
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Ciiy  of  Wafer/or  J. 
Henry  Alcock,  Efq; 
Robert  Shapland  Carew,  Efq; 

Westmeath  County*    (io) 

Hon,  Robert  Rochfort.     . 
William  Smyth,  Efq; 

Borough  of  Athhrne* 
Sir  Richard  St.  George,  Bart. 
William  Haodcock|  Efq; 

Borough  of  Fore, 
Hon.  Geo.  Frederick  Nugent, 

commonly  called  Lord  Vif- 

count  Delvin. 
Gervais  Parker  Buflie,  Efq; 

Bturwigh  of  Kttbeggan* 
Henry  Flood,  Efq; 
Johii  Philpot  Curran,  Efq; 

Manor  of  Mullingar. 
Fx^ancis  Hardy,  Efq; 
John  Doyle,  Efq; 

Wexford  County.     (i8) 

Right  Hon.  George  Ogle. 
Vcfcy  ColdoUgh,  Efq; 

Borough  of  Banhovf, 
Henry  Loftue,  Efq;  ' 
Nich.  Loftus  Tottenham,  Efq; 

Borough  of  Clqnmines. 
Char.  Tottenham,  dfRofs,  Efq; 
Captain  Thomad  Xtoitus* 

Borough  of  Enmfcorthy. 
Mountiford  Longfield,  Efq; 
Conway  Heitly,  Efq; 

Borough  of  Fethard. 
Ponfonby  Tottenham,  Efq; 
^phradm  CarroUi  Efq; 


Borough  of  Gorey. 
Stephen  Ram,  Efq; 
Major  Richard  VotxreL 

'    Vown  of  NewRofs, 
Charles  Tottenham,  of  Ballf- 

curry,  Efq; 
Robert  Leigh,  Efq; 

Borough  of  Taghmon. 
Hon.  Rich.  Hely  Hutchinfbq, 
Robert  Stubber,  Efq; 

To^n  of  WcKford. 
Richard  Neville,  Efq; 
Francis  Leigh,  Efq; 

WicKLOw   County,     (io) 

Nicholas  Weftby,  Efq; 
Hon.  John  Stratford. 

Borough  of  Balih^lafs. 
Warden  Flood,  Efq; 
Sir  John  AUen  Johnfton,  Bart.' 

Borough  of  Blefmgton. 
John  Rcilly,  Efq; 
Sir  Richard  Johnfton,  Bart. 

Borough  of  Carysfort. 

Sir  Thomas  Ofbortie,  Bart,  - 
John  Proby  Ofborne,  Efq; 
Right  Hon.  AUeyne  Fitzher- 
bert,  in  the  Room  of  the 
faid  John  Proby  O/bome,  del 
ceafed.  Sworn  igth  Janua- 
ry, 1788. 

Borough  ofWickhw. 
Edward  Tighe,  Efq; 
Samuel  Hayes,  of  Avondalcb? 
Efq;  ~ 
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TnuksDAY,  Jauxjary  17,  1788*  * 

X  HE  Houfe  being  met,  according  i(i  the  ]aft  profogatiofl^ 
the  foUowing  frteflkge  was  brought  from  hi«  Excellency  the  Liord 
Lieutenant  by  the  Gentleman  Ufher  of  the  Black  Rod : 

«  Mr.  Sp^hef^ 
**  It  is  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant's  pleasure,  that 
**  this  Houfe  do  attend  him  immediately  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers.'' 

The  Speaker,  with  the  Houfe,  went  up  to  attend  his  Excel- 
lency ;  and  being  returned,  the  Speaker  reported  that  the  Houfe 
Aad  attended  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  the  Houfe 
of  Peers,  where  his  Excellency  was  pleafed  to  m^ke  a  fpetch  to 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  of  which,  the  Speaker  faid,  to  pre- 
vent miftakes,  he  had  obtained  a  copy,  which  he  read  to  the 
Houfe  ;  and  it  was  afterwards  read  by  the  Clerk  at  the  table,  and 
is. as  follows: 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemtn^ 

**  His  Majefty  having  been  pleafed  again  to  call  me  to  the 
government  of  Ireland,  I  have  received'  his  royal  commands  to 
meet  you  in  Pariiameht. 

Vol.  VIIL  B 
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^*  At  tlic  Tame  time  tliat  I  feel  myfelf  lilghly  flattered  by  tlii* 
repeated  mark  of  his  Majefty's  confidence,  I  muft  lament  with 
you  the  heavy  lofs  which  his  fervjce  has  fuftained  by  the  death  of 
the  Duke  of  Rutland,^  whofe  public  and  private  virtues  had  fo 
dcfervedly  conciliated  the  cflecm  of  this  kingdom. 

**  His  Majelly  is  perfuaded  that  you  will  fharc  the  fatisfaftion 
which  he  feels  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  foreign  afFaiis,  and  pari 
ticukirly  in  the  relloration  of  the  conflitution  and  tranquillity  of 
the  United  Provinces,  favoured  by  the  feafonable  and  vigorous 
exertions  w^hich  were  made  by  his  Majefty,  and  by  the  brillian* 
fuccefs  of  the  Prufiian  troops  under  the  conduct  of  his  Serene 
Hi;rhn«{8  the  Duke  of  Brunfvvick.  The  meafures  which  his 
Majtrfty  lias  adopted  on  this  occafion  have  been  prcduftive  of 
advantages  which,  while  they  have  ^dded  to  the  luftrc  of  his 
crown,  have  materially  promoted  the  efTcntlal  interefts  of  hit 
dominions. 

**   Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commonsy 
^*  I  have  ordered  the  national  accounts  and  the  necefTary  efti- 
mates  to  be  prepared  and  laid  btfore  you  ;  and  with  the  fuUefl 
confidence  in  your  zeal  and  loyalty,  I  obey  his  Majefty^s  com- 
mands in  recommending  to  you  to  provide  for  the  public  feryice. 

"  My  Lot^s  ami  Gentlemen^ 

"  My  former  experfence  of  the  affe^lionate  attachment  which 
his  Majcfty's  fubjedls,  of  Ireland  have  borne  to  his  perfon  and 
government,  and  the  very  particular  intereft  which  I  muft  feel  ia 
your  welfare,  will  never  fail  to  animate  luy  endeavours  in  purfutt 
of  every  obje6l  which  may  promote  his  Majefly's  paternal  wifhes 
for  the  happinefs  of  this  kingdom.  With  this  view,  I  muft  more 
efpecially  direcft  your  attention  to  the  fupport  of  that  great  ftaplc- 
of  your  commerce,  the  Linen  Manufaiiure,  to  the  ppoteftion 
end  regulation  of  the  Prqteftant  Charter  Schools,  to  the  fecurity ' 
of  the  Church  of  Ireland,  and  tj  thofe  principles  which  your*. 
wifdom  and  hiimatu'ty  have  already  pointed  out  for  the  advance- 
ment of  education  and  of  Hfcfwl  knowledge. 

*'  I  have  fctn,  with  particular  fulisfadtion,  your  riilng,  prof- 
perity,  and  the  rapid  encreafe  of  your  commerce  and  marmfac* 
turcs :  And  I  fhali  be  anxioutfto  co-operate  with  you  in  impf^^ov- 
ing  the  ad  vantngcs  which  the  credit  of  the  country  muft  derive 
from  the  blcllings  ofptacc.  But  wi)ile  you  are  fcnfible  of  the- 
vnluc  of  thv'fe  blcnings,  I  ara  pe>fuadcd  that  you  feel  the  warm-  " 
cit  ccncern  for  the  hont^ur  of  his  Mfijeily's  crown,  and  for  the 
general  uiteiijtts  of  the  empire;  ami  that  there  is  no  paitofhis 
dominions  from  which  hifi  Majefty  would  have  received  a  warmer 
or  more  zealous  fupport,  if  he«  had  judged  it  neceflary  to  call  foithf 
iutoadxioii  the  fpirit  and  rcfources  of  his  pcopk.** 

Lord  Delvin-  rofe  to  move  the  addrefs  to  his  Majefty.     He 
faiJ  lie  language  could  be  too  ilroiig  to  exprcfs  tiie  happiness  wc 
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feel  in  being  governed  by  a  prince  whofe  conftant  unremitting 
ftiidy  13  the  paternal  care  of  all  his  fubjeds  ;  and  he  hoped  long, 
long  might  he  live  in  the  hearts  of  the  people  of  this  kingdom. 
Hi's  lordihip,  in  a  pathetic  ftrain,  deplored  the  death  of  the  Duke 
of  Rutland,  our  late  Chief  Governor,  to  whofe  virtues  he  paid  . 
every  tribute  of  applaufe.  He  ^welt  for  fome  time  on  thofe  qua- 
lities which  had  fo  highly  endeared  that  niuch  lamented  noble- 
man to  the  people  of  this  country,  as  excited  a  return  of  the  mofl 
grateful  nature,  lils  lordflilp  obferved,  that  his  Majerty's  at- 
tention to  the  itlterell  of  this  country,  manifelled  by  his  re-ap- 
pointing to  its  government,  a  nobleman  whofe  merit  and  goodi 
condu6l,  during  his  former  admlnillration,  had  deferved  and  re- 
ceived the  unanimous  approbation  of  Parliament,  demanded  our 
warmeft  acknowledgments  ;  a  nobleman  attaclied  as  he  was  by 
t\ve  ftrongeft  ties,  fo  was  he  confident  that  his  undeviating  objf6l 
wou\d  be,  the  promoting  the  intereft  of  Ireland ;  and  he  faid, 
he  relied  fatlsiied  that  the  nobleman  now  at  the  head  of  ttie  admi- 
niftration  of  this  country  w*ould  gain  more  and  more  the  confi- 
dence of  the  people.  He  touched  on  that  part  of  the  fpeecH 
which'  noticed  the  re-ellabllihment  of  tranquillity  In  the  Seven 
United  Provinces  ;  for  his  part,  inllead  of  congratulating  his 
Majefty  on  the  fuccefs  of  his  forces,  he  felt  a  greater  pleafure  in 
finding  that  an  appeal  to  arms  was  rendered  unneceflary,  and 
that  owing  to  the  wlfdonv  and  fpirit  of  his  Majefty 's  councils  ; 
at  the  fame  time,  if  fuch  an  appeal  was  found  neceffary,  he  wa» 
bold  to  fay,  that  none  would  be  found  more  ready  to  ri/k  their 
lives  and  fortunes  in  the  fervice  of  the  empire  at  large,  than  his 
Majefty's  loyal  fubjeds  of  Ireland*  His  lordftiip  concluded  with 
ihoving, 

"  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  laying 
before  his  Majefty  our  Unfeigned  exprefliona  of  duty,  loyalty  and 
attachment  to  his  Majeily's  royal  perfon,  family  and  government. 
To  reprefertt  to  his  Majdly,  that  we  cannot  fufiiciently  deplore 
the  heavy  lofs  which  his  Majefty's  fervice  has  fuftained  by  the  pre- 
mature and  much-lamented  death  of  our  late  Chief  Governor.  • 
That  the  wife  and  fteady  courfe  of  his  public  admin iftration  had 
eftabliftied  the  tranquillity  and  exalted  the  credit  of  the  nation, 
whilft  the  amiable  tenor  of  his  private  virtues  had  conciliated  the 
love  and  efteem  of  every  rank  and  defcription  of  the  people  ;  and 
tbat  as  long  as  the  nobler  qualities  of  the  mind,  the  benevolent 
affeftlonA  of  the  heart,  affability  in  deportment,  and  complacency 
of  manners,  (hall  continue  to  warm  the  feelings  and  enjrage  the 
attachments  of  a  generous  and  grateful  nation,  the  memory  of  the 
Duke  of  Rutland  will  be  prcferved  and  Gherifned  In  the  bofoms 
oflrilhmen.     To  affure  his  Majefty,  that  amidft  thefe  cffufions 
of  our  heart-felt   regret,  we  acknowledge  his  Majtfty's  peculiar 
attention  and  regard  to  our  fituatlon  la  tlie  re-appointment  to  be 
Chief  Governor  of  this  kingdom  a  tiobleman,  who,  during  hi* 
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formfr  refidence  in  IrclaHd,  had  exerted  the  moft  unremitting 
itttention  to  its  affairs  and  interefts,  and  merited  the  ampleft  tefti- 
mony  of  gratitude  for  the  wifdom  and  integrity  of  his  govern- 
ment. '  That  we  fully  participate  in  the  fatisfadion  which  refults 
to  his  Majefty  froni  the  prefent  fituatiori  of  foreign  affairs.  That 
we  are  fenfible  of  the  beneficial  confequences  which  have  arifen 
from  the  reftpration  of  the  conftitution  and  tranquillity  of  the 
United  States,  favoured  hy  the  brilKant  fuccefs  of  the  Proffian 
troops  under  the  condudt  of  his  Serene  Highnefs  the  Duke  of 
Brunfvvick  ;  and  that  we  acknowledge  the  wifdom  of  the  feafcn- 
able  and  vigorous  exertions  which  were  made  by  his  M^jefty  dur- 
ino-  the  courfe  of  thofe  events,  and  which  have  proved  fo  materi- 
ally coifjucive  to  the  luftre  of  his  crown,  and  to  the  efleutial  in- 
terefts  of  Ms  dominions.  That,  zealous  for  the  honour  of  his. 
Majeily's  government,  we  (hall  chearfully  provide  the  fuppliei 
that  may  be  necefifary  for  the  public  fcrvicc.  That  we  entertain, 
the  higheil  fenfe  of  gratitude  for  the  affurances  which  we  have 
received  from  the  throne,  of  his  Majefty's  paternal  wilhes  for  the 
happinefs  of  this  kingdom.  That  we  (ball  cultivate  with  earnefl- 
liefs  thofe  objefts  which  have  beea  recommended  to  our.cate,  by 
direding  our  attention  to  the  further  extenfion  of  out  Linen  Ma- 
nufad^ure,  the  prote(^iou  and  regulation  of  the  Protellant  Char- 
ter Schoolsr,  the  fecurity  of  the  Eilablifhed  Church,  and  to  thofe 
principles  which  wifdom  and  humanity  point  out  for  the  pron\o*' 
tion  of  education  and  ufeful  knowledge;  ThalE  in  reviewing  ihc 
progrefs  which  our  commerce^  manufactures  and  credit  have  made  . 
uoder  his  Majedy's  aufpicious  protcdlion  and  influence,  we  arc 
ftimulated  to  chferidi  with  encreafed  aiSduity  the  blcflings  of 
peace.  To  repeat,  however,  with  chearfulnefs,  our  declaration 
to  ftand  or  fall  with  Great  Bfkain :  and  to  affure  his  Majefty, 
that  if  the  honour  of  his  Majefty''s  crown,  pr  the  interefts  of  his 
dominions,  had  obliged  his  Majelly  to  refort  to  the  fpitit  and 
refources  of  his  people,  there  fs  no  part  of  bis  empire  from  which ' 
his  Majelly  would  have  received  a  warmer  and- more  zealous  f up- 
port  than  from  his  loyal  fubjeAs  of  Ireland.*' 

Cnptain  Pagkenham  feconded  themotiott^  ^ 

Mr.  WEfTa-Y. — ^From  the  conduft  of  our  prefent  VTceroy  on,. 
hi^  fornier  appaiiitment  to  the  government  of  this  country,  a^ 
well  as  -from  that  integrity  of  mind  and  purity  of  conduct  vvhfch 
J  am  fatisFied  he  mofli  eminently  polFefTes,  bdt  alfo  from  his  great 
and  extenfivc  hnowledo^e  of  our  political  fyftem,  added  to  his  nn- 
wfarled  affiduity  In  invcillgating  even  the  minutiae  of  our  public 
affin'r«5,  I  am  induced  to  take  this  public  opportunity  of  expreffing 
iny  hearty  approbation  of  the  prefent  addrefs.  But  though  F 
li.Mve  expreffed  myfelf  thus  wamily  on  the  prefent  occafion,  from 
theimpicuions  which  I  now  entertain  of  the  intentions  of  our 
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prefent  Viceroy  for  the  good  of*  this  country,  yet  ftill,  Sir,  I 
would  not  have  it  under ftood  that  he  is  to  expe<^  either  my  coun- 
tenance or  fupport,  01  that  I  (hail  contribute  an  atom  towards 
the  fupport  of  his  adminiftration  longer^than  I  am  fatisfied  he  (hall 
purfue  (uch  meafures  as  fhall  tend  to  the  advantage  and  real  good 
of  this  country.  But  if  I  ihould  hereafter  at  any  time  find  myfelf 
miftaken  in  the  inapreffion  which  I  at  prefent  entertain  of  his  in- 
tentions, with  refpeA  to  the  pubHc  wtaj,  or  fo  foon  as  I  fliall  find 
him  deviate' from  that  h'ne  of  redtitude  which  has  hidierto  marked 
his  c'ondu6la  I  fhall  no  longer  think  him  entitled  t(^  that  confi-. 
dence  and  fupport  which  I  hope  every  honed  independent  mem-^ 
her  of  this  Houfe  would  other  wife  afford  him,  who  confiders  fot* 
a  moment  that  high  tnifi:  and  important  duty  delegated  to  him 
by  the  community  at  large  5  and  I  truft,  Sir,  that  whlMl  I  know 
myfelf,  and  have  a  proper  fenfe  of  that  duty  which  I  owe  to  the 
public  in  general,  and  to  my  conftitueuts  in'  particular,  I  (hall 
never  afford  my  aid  or  afliftance  to  any  adminiftration  who  fliall 
attempt  to  adl  inconfiftent  to  the  true  interefl  of  this  country, 
and  when  I  pui-fue  a  different  line  of  condudl,  I  finccrely  hope 
I  may  no  longer  be  thought  worthy  of  a  feat  in  this  Houfe. 

And  here.  Sir,  permit  me  for  a  moment  to  pay  that  trrbute 
which  I  think  jufUy  due  to  the  memory  of  a  nobleman  I  fhall  ever 
revere,  whofe  amiable  condu£l  and  generous  deportment  through 
life,  moft  highly  endeared  him  to  every  man,  and  the  meafures 
of  whofe  adminiftration,  though  I  neither  approved  of  or  fupport- 
cd,  yet  I  am  convinced  that  no  man  poffeffed  a  heart  more  ftridlly 
juft  or  fteadily  attached  to  the  real  interefts  of  this  country,  and 
that  any  meafures  inimical  to  this  country,  that  were  adppted 
during  his  Adminiftration,  ought  not  to  be  attributed  to  him,  but 
to  the  artful  and  infidious  councils  of  thofe  men  who  much  more 
regarded  their  own  interefts  than  the  real  good  of  their  countiy. 

Mr.  Parsons  faid  he  had  not  in  attending  to  the  noble  lord's 
motion  for  an  addrefs,  been  able  to  perceive  any  thing  but  a  » 
nncre  echo  of  the  fpeech,  which,  fpeaking  of  the  Duke  of  Rut- 
land's adminiftration,  feemed  entirely  to  approve  of  it,  and  to 
bind  the  Houfe  to  purfue  the  fame  meafures  which  that  Admini- 
ftration had  done.  He  owned  he  was  not  at  the  moment  pre- 
pared to  enter  into  a  fubjeft  of  fo  much  importance,  but  there 
were  fonie  points  fonotorioufly  difagrecable,  and  fo  highly  inju- 
rious to  the  country,  that  he  could  not  for  a  moment  fuppofe  the 
Houfe  would  adopt  any  meafure  which  would  look  like  an  appro- 
bation of  them,  nhuch  kfs  would  it  plexlge  itfelf  to  retain  all  the 
meafures  of  the  Duke  of  Rutland's  adminiftration.  He  truft- 
cd  the  Houfe  would  not  now  approve  the  ad  by  which  the  prefs 
in  Ireland  was  laid  under  a  degree  of  reflraint  unknown  in  Eng- 
land ;  he  wdl  knew  that  under  certain  circumftanccs,  very  dif- 
fimilar  laws  might  be  found- neceffary  in  the  two  countries,  but 
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^he  (Treat  fundamental  princip^s  of  law  ought  to  be  the  fame  iq 
both  ;  and  therefore  he  hoped  under  the  prefent  Adnnlniflration 
to  fee  the  prela  liberated  from  the  fiia^'kles  which  the  laft  had  im^ 
pofed  :  He  aUo  hoped  to  fee  the  unconHitutional  exercife  of  at- 
tachments difcontlnutd  ;  the  prefent  Admlnillration  he  truftecj 
wouM  fetl  no  ntccfiity  for  fiich  a  guard-  He  alfo  hoped  a  gene- 
ral police  and  riot-adl,  would  be  no  longer  deemed  necefiaiy  ; 
and  therefore  if  gentlemen  meant  to  do  away  thefe  abominations, 
he  could  fee  no  necclnLy  for  pledging  them.felves  to,  or  for  aoi- 
.  proving  of  them  ;' they  were  all  ads  which  tended  to  encreafc 
prerogative,  and  4iminIIh  liberty,  and  the  addrefs  as  it  flood  em^ 
braced  them  all. 

He  obftrved,  that  throughout  the  whole  fpecch,  and  the  whole 
^ddrefs,  thje  word  ^economy  was  no  where  to  be  found  ;  he  aiked, 
therefore,  did  the  prefent  miniftry  mean  to  continue  the  fame 
^yftem  of  extravagance,  by  which  the  lail  had  loaded  the  coun- 
try with  taxes  ?  Or  did  they  mean  to  retrench  ?  If  the  latter, 
why  not  declare  jt  ?  The  expences  of  the  country  were,  he  faid, 
enormous,  and  exceeded  thofe  of  Lord  Carlifle's  admin iftration, 
which  was  deemed  fufficiently  profufe,  by  a,  fum  of  riot  lefs  thaq 
66o,oool.  per  annum  ;  he  again  defired  to  know,  was  the  pro- 
fufioh  to  be  continued  ?  There  was  np  promife  to  the  contrary 
in  the  fpeech,  and  therefore  every  man  muft  infer  it  was  ;  though 
Jt  would  be  fomewhat  ftrange,  after  all  the  examination  which 
had  been  made  into  the  public  offices,  and  which  the  nation  fup* 
pofed  was  for  the  purpofe  of  retrenchment. 

Sir  Henry  Hartstonge.t— My  honourable  friend  is  utterly 
.  miftaken  in  his  ideas  of  the  fpeech  and  the  addrefs — -the  addrefs 
does  but  exprefsthat  grief  which  we  all  feel,  and  I  hope  my  honou- 
rable friend  feels  for  the  lofs  of  the  good,  the  amiable  Duke  of 
Rutland  :  it  does  not  concern  itfelf  about  the  laws,  let  them  be 
imputed  where  he  will ;  and  as  to  the  word  oeconomy,  which  my 
honourable  friend  is  fo  deiirous  of  introducing,  I  am  extremely 
glad  it  is  not  in  the  fpeech,  becaufe  I  have  obferved  that  thofe 
governors,  whofe  fpeeches  mofl  abounded  with  ceconoray,  in 
their  anions  manifelled  the  greateft  want  «f  it, 

Mr.  Parsons  faid  he  now  rofe  to  make  an  amendtnent  to  the 
propofed  addrefs,  by  (Iriking  out  all  that  part  relating  to  the 
Duke  of  Rutland's  fteady  adminiflration.  He  did  not  intend, 
he  faid,  to  call  any  blame  ori  the  memory  of  that  nbbleman  ; 
whatever  blame  was  due  fhould  Juftly  be  thrown  upon  his  ill  advi- 
fers,  his  evil  counfeilprs,  who  had  prevented  the  effeds  of  his 
noble  and  virtuous  dlfpofition  from  being  experienced  by  the 
.country. 

Sir  RICHARD  St.  George  feconded  Mr.  Parfons-a  motion. 
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The  Honourable  Dennis  Browne, — I  never  can  &t  filent 
and  hear  an  imputation  caft  upon  the  memory  of  that  truly  ami- 
able nobleman  the  Duke  of  Rutland.  I  faw  the  pain,  the  tor- 
ture, the  Houfe  fuffered  while  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
fporting  with  their  feelings,  and  I  am  furprized  they  bore  it  fo 
patiently ;  I  am  fui^rifed  that  they  did  not,  forgetful  of  order,' 
rife  and  tear  from  his  hands  any  paper  which  could  tehd  to  in- 
jure the  honour  of  the  man  whonjt  every  body  loved.  We  all 
know  how  defervedly  dear  the  Duke  of  Rutland  was  to  Ireland  : 
When  he  arrived  here  he  found  the  country  torn  with  faftlon  and 
general  difcontent — biit  when  he  left  us,  he  left  but  one  fenti- 
mcnt  throughout  the  land — the  utmoft  love  and  afFe^lion  for  his 
amiable  charafl^r  and  difpofitlon,  and  the  deepefl  forrow  for  his 
iintlmely  lofa^ 

The  Attorney  General,  (the  Right.  Hon,  John  Fitzgib- 

bon.)— rHad  I  thought  the  fpeech  of  the  honourable  gentleman 

dcfcrved  any  reply,  I  fhould  have  been  the  firft  to  rife  agaiuft  it ; 

.  but  the  attack  is  fo  very  impotent^  that  the  beft  way  is  to  pafs 

it  by  in  contemptuous  filence. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  ExcHEctUER,  (Sir  John  Parnell, 
Bart.) — To  fhew  what  degree  of  credit  is  due  to  gitneral  afler- 
tlons,  unfupported  by  argument  or  by  fa\ft,  I  (hall  juft  take  notice 
pf  what  the  honourable  gentleman  has  faid  concerning  profuiion. 
The  honourable  gentleman  ftates,  that  though  Lord  Carlifle's 
adminiftration  was  deemed  profufe,  we  are  now  a6lually  fpending 
at  the  rate  of  66o,oool.  per  ann.  more  than  during  that  Admini- 
ftration. 

-  Now  the  fa6t  is,  that  the  national  expence  for  the  two  years  of 
Lord  Carlifle's  adminiftration  was  2,067,0001. — the  expence  of 
the  year  1786  was  i,o82,oool.  fo  that  where  the  gentleman  will 
find  the  encreafe  <if66o^oool  he  only  can  explain.  I  do  but 
mention  this.  Sir,  to  fliew  what  credit  is  due  to  general  affer- 
tions,  for  I  have  no  idea  of  following  the  honourable  gentleman 
through  the  whole  length  of  his  fpeech  ;  for.  Sir,  if  we  were  to 
attend  to  fuch  foreign  matter,  we  fhould  have  to  debate  again  all 
the  qucftions  that  ever  were  debated  in  this  Houfe,  As  to  the 
Duke  of  Rutland  his  merits  are  too  deeply  engrayen  on  the  minds 
of  men — his  lofs  is  too  much  lamented  by  the  nation — for  any 
thing  the  honourable  gentleman  can  fay  to  change  the  public 
opinion. 

Mr.  Brown  LOW  faid  he  did  not  think  the  Houfe  called  upon 
to  enter  into  a:n  animadverfion  on  the  raeafures  of  the  laft  Admi- 
niftration ;  the  words  of  the  fpeech,  or  of  the  addrefs,  did  not 
call  for  approbation,  or  challenge  animadverfion  5  they  were  in 
forae  degree  words  of  courfe,  and  fuch  as  might  welt  be  conceded' 
to  the  feelings  of  gentlemen,  expreffing  no  more  than  a  juft  tri- 
bute of  gratitude  to  the  memory  of  the  amiable  Duke  of  Rutland. 
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As  ttf  our  prefent  Chief  GrQvernpr,  he  faid,  his  fituation  was 
different  from  that  In  which  any  other  Chief  Governor  had  ever 
ftood — we  had  had  experience  of  his  alplh'ty  and  difpohtion  to 
promote  our  profperky — he  had  already  given  proofs  othis  tal.ents 
for  the  great  bufinefs  of  Government,  and  had  mewn  the.  moft 
friendly  dlfpofitioa  to  our  liberties  and  commerce ;  every  thing, 
therefore,  which  could  tend  to  benefit  the  country  might  be  ex- 
pelled from  him  :  nor  were  his  expe6laiiond  of  oecpnoniy  the  lefs, 
becaufe  the  word  was  not  to  be  found  in  the  fpeech ;  for  Be 
agreed  with  an  honourable  member,  that  thofe  governors  ^ho 
fpoke  mpft  loudly  of  ceconomy  had  extrcifcd  the  fmalleft  portioi; 

"^Mr.  CoNOLLY. — Though  I  have  often  voted  a'galnfl  the  mea- 
fures  of  the  lad  Adminiuratioh,  yet  now  I  think  it  but.  candid 
to  declare  my  opinion  of  the  man  whofle  death  this  nation  laments* 
No  man  ever  poffefTed  a  better  heart  than  the  Duke  oiF  Rutland 
did  ;  if  ever  he  erred,  it  was  the  error  of  jiidgment ;  he  thought 
ie  was  adling  right ;  no  earthly  confidei^tioR  could  induce  him 
to  do  the  thing  that  bethought  wrong — if  any  of  the  afts  which 
pafled  during  his  Government  are  improper,  let  the  majority  of 
thi5  Houfe  be  blamed ;  for  a  moie  honourable  man  than  thf 
Duke  of  Rutland  never  lived  in  any  country,  and  he,  I  am  con- 
^vinced,  adled  for  the  beft.  I  muft  therefore  reject  any  t;hing  that 
can  fecm  to  glance  the  ilightefl  imputation  on  his  memory  ;  but 
I  will  earneRly  concur  in  whatever  may  ferve  to  hand  him  down 
to  pofterlty,  as  he  really  was,  a  man  of  the  moft  exalted  truth  and 
honour.  *  • 

Mr.  Parsons  faidhe  njBver  meant  to  Impute  the  i  jurlou^tnea* 
fures  which  h^  had  mentioned,  to  any  one  but  the  Duke'a  evil 
counfellors ;  he  woidd,  however,  confent  to  withdraw  his  amend- 
ment, but  he  thought  he  had  a  right  to  enquiie  on  the  firft  day 
of  the.feffion,  what  fyftem  minlfters  lateoded  to  pui:fue.  "  It  wa» 
always  the  praftice  in  England  to  give  fuch  information,  aod  he 
did  not  fuppofe  minifters  would  refufe  it  here.  He  hoped  that 
though  gentlemen  deemed  a  promife  of  ceconomy  unnecefFary  in 
the  fpeech,  they  would  have  no  ohjedbon  to  its  being  introduced 
into  the  addrefs  ;  he  would  therefore  move  after  the  vrord  /tfrvice^ 
to  infert  rhefe  words — and  tue  hope  that  o^.^fftBuat  J^em  afmcO' 
fiomy  nv'tll  heejiabiyhed^  it^  place  of  that  difgrdceful prof ujion  tphUh 
the  nation  has  fo  much  reafon  to  lament, 

He  concluded  by  oblerviqg,  that  what  he  ha4,faid  i^efpcAing 
the  Increafe  of  the  public  expences,  had  been  controverted  by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer ;  he  had  not  the  documents 
about  him  op  which  he  had  founded  his  opinion  ;  he  was  how- 
ever confident  hi§  opinion  was  well  founded^  and  he  doubted  not 
that  to-morrow  he  Mfould  be  able  to  demonftratc  the  fame  to  the 
Houfe. 
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The  CHANCELLaR  OF  THE  ExcHiQviK.—^lf  thc  puUic  ac-*' 
counts  are  not  fufEcIent  documents^  I  do  not  know  what  are  ; 
but  the  honourable  gentleman  fays  he  will  be  better  prepared  ta» 
morrow ;  I  would  advife  him  th6n  to  defer  his  motion  till  to- 
morrow, for  I  {hall  not  agree  to  thefe  wholefale  kiod  of  charges, 
though  I  am  ready  whenever  he  chufes  to  go  into  the  accounts — 
If  the  honourable  gentleman  does  not  chvife  to  meet  me  therc^ 
if  he  cannot  (hew  fome  ground  for  his  affertions,  I  hope  the 
Houfc  w)U  think  with  me,  that  no  attention  fhould  be  paid  to 
general  unfounded  charges. 

^r.  CoRRY  faid  he  rofe  with  feelings  very  different  from  thofe 
on  former  occafions,  when  the  a6ts  of  the  laft  Adminiflratioo 
were  under  difcuffion — he  rofe  with  the  moll  poignant  didreft 
|kt  hearing  tjie  chara6lcr  of  the  amiable  Duke  of  Rutland  mado 
the  fubjeS:  of  debate.  Was  the  addrefs  to  pledge  gentlemen  to 
^  any  fyftem,  gentlemen  might  befitate  between  the  feclmgs  of 
their  hearts,  and  their  duty  to  the  public,  but  as  it  did  not,  he 
could  fee  no  reafon  for  oppofing  it ;  and  he  iiitreated  gentlemen 
would  not  ftain  the  journals  with  any  thing  like  a  cenfure  on  thc 
iiluflrious  dead.  He  faid  he  had  never  received  a  favour  from  the 
Duke  cf  Rutland,  his  praife  might  therefore  be  deemed  thc  more 
unbiaffed  and  iiocere  ;  but  he  had  the  honour  and  the  happinefs 
to  live  ip  private  with  him,  and  he  would  be  ever  rea4y  to  dcw 
cUre,  that  a  more  honourable,  benevolent,  virtuous  man  never 
had  exigence.  He  begged  his  honourable  friend  would  with- 
draw  his  motion,  and  not  prfefs  ^.  fubjeft  repugnant  to  the  feeling*  ^ 
of  every  man  who  heard  him  ;  for  hip  part,  he  was  ready  to  if* 
fent  to  every  tl>ing  that  could  exprefs  the  love,  veneration  and 
refpedl  which  the  Houfe  and  the  nation  ^entertained  for  the  me* 
ip,ory  of  the  Duke  of  Rutland, 

Mr.  Parsons  faid  he  had  no  obje<^ion  to  obliging  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  by  withdrawing  the  amendment,  though  he 
could  not  perceive  how  any  cenfure  could  be  inferred  from  it. 

The  Attorney  General. — If  the  honourable  gentleman 
thinks  fo,  let  him  put  his  abfurdity  to  the  Houfe,  otherwifc  let 
him  withdraw  it ;  but  liire  he  cannot  think  it  jrcafonable — firft 
to  tire  the  Houfe  with  a  long  fpeech  upon  the  addrefa — then  to 
move  an  amendment — then  to  make  a  fpeech  upjon  that  amendf^ 
ment — then  to  withdraw  his  amendment,  with  a  fpeech  upon 
withdrawing— then  another  amendment  with  another  fpeech. 
If  it  is  the  honourable  gentleman's  pleafure  to  put  his  amend- 
ment, let  it  be  done — ^but  let  him  not  trouble  the  Houfe  a  fixth 
time  upon  this  painful  bufinefs.  • 

Mr.  Parsons  faid  he' had  never  been  forward  to  fpeak,  ngr« 
had  what  he  faid  ever  been  influenced  by  office  or  emolument. 
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•  Thcqiieftion  was  put  on  Lord  Delvin's  motion,  and  it  pafled 
unanimoufly,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  draw  up  an 
addrefs  to  his  Majefty. 

Lord  Headfort  moved  that  an  humble  addrefs  of  thanks  be 
prefented  to  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  for  his  moft 
excellent  fpeech  this  day  to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  Maxwell  feconded  the  motion,  and  after  alluding  to  the 
lofs  this  nation  had  fuftained  by  the  4eath  of  the  Duke  of  Rut- 
land, whofe  virtues  all  men  honoured  and  revered,  exprefTed  the 
high  fenfe  of  gratitude  which  th^  nation  owed  his  Majefty,  for 
having  repaired  that  lofs,  by  appointing  a  fecond  time  to  the 
governnnLent  of  this  kingdom  «  nobleman,  in  whofe  great  capa- 
city, tried  integrity,  and  zeal  for  the  public  welfare,  all  men  had 
placed  the  rtioR:  unbounded  confidence. 

The  refolution  for  an  addrefs  to  his  Excellency  pafled  unani- 
taoufly;. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Annesley  faid  he  begged  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Houfe  to  a  fubJeA  of  the  laft  importance  to  the  North 
of  Ireland,  and  which  feemed  to  threaten  the  linen  manufadure 
with  much  mifchief.  A  bank,  he  faid,  had  been  eftablifhed  in 
Belfaft,  for  the  pprpofe  of  ifTuing  guinea  notes.  The  proprie- 
tors, he  admitted,  were  men  of  charader  and  property,  but  not- 
withftanding,  fhould  it  from  any  accident  happen,  that  a  run 
upon  this  bank  (hould  take  place,  the  moft  fatal  confequences  to 
the  ftaple  of  the  kingdom  were  to  be  apprehended.  He,  there- 
fore, felt  it  his  duty  to  ilate  the  fad  to  the  Houfe  thus  early,  as 
be  knew  the  contagion  was  fpreading,  feveral  fimilar  banks  being 
about  to  open,  by  which  there  was  every  reafon  to  fear,  that  in 
a  fhort  time  there  would  not  be  foynd  a  guinea  in  fpecie  in  the 
North  of  Ireland. 


Friday,  January   i8,  1788, 

Lord  t)ELviN  reported  from  the  conimittee  appointed  to  draw 
up  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  that  they  had  .drawn  up  the  follow- 
log,  which  he  r«ad  in  his  place,  and  after  delivered  in  at  the  table. 

The  humble  Address  of  the  Knights,  Citizens,  and  Bur- 
gesses, in  Parliament  alfcmbled,  to  the  King's  moft  Excel- 
lent Majesty. 

'*  Mojl  Gracious  Sovereign^ 
*«  We,  your  Majefiy's  moft  dutiful  .and  loyal  fubjeas,  the 
Commons  of  Ireland,  in  Parliament  affembled,  beg  leave  t;o  lay 
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before  your  Majelly  our  unfeigned  expreflions  of  duty,  loyaky 
and  attachment  to  your  royal  pcrfon,  family  and  government- 

"  We  cannot  fufficiently  deplore  the  heavy  lofs  which  your 
Majeliy 's  fcrvice  has  fuftamed  by  the  premature  and  much-lament- 
ed death  of  our  late  Chief  Governor.  The  wife  and  flcady  courfe 
of  his  public  Adminiftration  had  cftabliihed  the  tranquillity  and 
exalted  the  credit  of  the  nation,  whilft  the  amiable  tenor  of  hli 
private  virtues  had  conciliated  the  love  and  efteem  of  every  rant 
-and  defcription  of  the  people.  As  long  as  the  nobler  qualities  of 
the  mind,  the  benev£)lent  affedlions  of  the  heart,  affability  ia 
iieportmi-nt,  and  complacency  of  manners,  (hall  continue  to  warm 
the  feelings  and  engage  the  attachments  of  a  generous  and  grate- 
ful nation,  xhe  jnemory  of  the  Duke  of  Rutland  v^'illbjp  prpferved 
stnd  chcriftied  in  the  bofoms  of  Irifhmen, 

**  An?idft  thefe  effufions  of  our  heart-felt  regret,  we  acknow- 
ledge your  Majefty's  peculiar  attention  and  regard  to  our  fituai- 
tion  in  the  r^e -appointing  to  be  Chief  Governor  of  this  kingdom 
a  nobkman  who,  during  his  former  refidence  in  Ireland,  had  ex-p 
erted  the  moft  unremitting  attention  to  its  affairs  and  interefts, 
and  merited  the  amplell  teftimony  of  gratitude  for  the  wiCdom 
and  integrity  of  his  government,- 

**  We  fully  participate  in  the  fatisfa£^ion  which  refults  to  your 
Majefly  from  the  prefent  fituation  of  foreign  affairs.  We  are 
fenfible  of  the  benehciaj  confequences  which  have  arifen  from  the 
reftoration  of  the  conlHtution  and  tranquillity  of  the  United 
(States,  favoured  by  the  brilliant  fuccefs  of  the  Pruflian  troop* 
under  the  conduft  of  his  Serene  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Brunf- 
-wick ;  and  we  acknowledge  the  wifdom  of  the  feafonablc  and 
,  vigorous  exertions  Avhich  were  made  by  your  Majefty  during  the 
i:oui  fe  of  thofe  events,  and  which  have  proved  f©  materially  con* 
ducive  to  the  luftre  of  your  crown,  and  to  the  effential  interefti 
of  your  dominions. 

**  Zealous  for  the  honour  of  your  Majefty's  gorernment,  we 
fliali  chearfnlly  provide  the  fupplies  that  may  be  neceffary  for  the 
public  fervice. 

**  Wu  entertain  the  higheft  fenfe  of  gratitude  for  the  affurancea 
which  we  have  received  from  the  throne,  of  your  Majefty's  pater- 
nal wifhesfor  the  happineCs  of  this  kingdom. 

**  We  fhall  cultivate  with  earneftnefs  thofe  objefts  which  have 
been  recommended  to  our  care,  by  directing  our  attention  to  the 
further  extenfion  of  our  Linen  manufacture,  the  protedlion  and 
regulation  of  the  Proteftant  Charter  Schools,  the  fecurity  of  the 
Eftabliflied  Church,  and  to  thofe  principles  which  wifdom  and  hu- 
manity point  out  for  the  promotion  of  education  and  ufeful 
knowledge. 

•*  Id  reviewing  the  progrefs  which  our  commerce,  manufac- 
tures and  credit  have  made  under  your  Majefty's  aufpiclous  pro- 
tection and  influence,  we  are  ftimubted  to  cherifh  with  encrcafed 
affiduity  the  bleffings  of  peace. 
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**  We  repeat,,  however,  with  chcarfulnefs,.  our  declaratiop  to 
fiand  or  foH  with  Great  Britain.  '  If  the  honour  of  your  Majef- 
ty*s  crown,  or  the  intercfts  of  your  dominions,  had  obliged  your 
Jfajefty  to  refort  to  the  fpirit  and  rcfources  of  yoiir  people,  there 
h  no  part  of  your  empire  from  which  your  Majefty  Would  have  re- 
ceived a  warmer  and  more  zedoujs  fupport  than  from  your  loyal  ' 
fubjedls  of  Ireland." 

Mr.  Pah  SONS  £aid  that  he  had  withdraww  the  amendment  he 
Jiad  propofed  to  the  addrcfs  kft  mght,  from  the  defercBce  he  had 
for  the  opinion  offome  gentlemen  with  whom  he  wi&ed,  if  pof- 
fible,  toco-operate;  that  he  had  done  fo  with  the  greater  readi- 
»efs,  knowing,  that  he  might  this  day,  if  upon  mature  denbera* 
tion,  it  fhould  feem  to  him  advifeablc,  re-propofe  tlitfe  amend* 
went 8  ;  and  that  now,  upon  a  deliberate  con vi6^ ion,  that  fomc 
qnalification  of  the  addrefs  was  neceflary^  he  would-  oiFer  one, 
which,  he  hoped,  would  remove  the  objedlion  that  hiad  beeli  made 
on  the  laft  ntght :  the  amendment  he  had  to  propofe,  fo  far  from 
calling  any  fliade  upon  the  memory  of  the  late  Duke  of  Rutland, 
which  it  never  could  have  been  his  intention  to  do,  he' conceived 
to  be  the  mofl  favourable  comment  that  could  be  made  on  his  Ad- 
Ininiftration ;  for  it  caft  the  bla^tie  of  all  the  pernicious  .mcaAires 
«>fthat  Adminift ration,  where  it  was  really  due,  upon  his  mini- 
fters.  That  as  to  the  idea  of  an  addrefs  being  mere  matter  of 
JTorTA,  he  faid  he  could  never  admit  it ;  that  it  was  a  ftatement  to 
the  fovereign  of  the  fituation  of  the  countr}',  atidlherefore  (hould 
contain  the  language  of  truth  ;  that  in  a  jMfivate  tranfa<flion  be* 
tween  one  man  and  anotltei',  a  man  of  honour  wiQuM-  always-think 
himCcIf  bound  to  ftate  every  thing  fully  and  foirly,  and  how  much 
more  neeeffery  was  it  up»n  this  fok«m  occafion  ;  that  any  man 
who  thought  the  AdmimftratiDn  of  the  fete  Duke  of  Rutlandwaa 
wrong,  could  not  now  in  truth  and  honour  concur  wvth-that  ad-  _ 
^reffi,  in  faying  it  was  right ;  that  the  farms'  the  ufiral  addrefs 
went  through  being  propofed  one  day  arid  committed  another^ 
fhewed  it  -was  not  intended  as  a  matter  of  courfe,  but  to  prevent 
miftatement ;  that  addreSes  flieuld  in  this  country  be  th«s  fokmnly 
coniidered,  was  more  material  than  in  England  ;  for  our  peers  and 
principal  commoners  had  not  that  frequent  accef&*to  his  Majef- 
ty*s  perfon,  to  make  him  acqwainted  with  the  ftate  of  the  coun- 
try as  in  (England,  nor  was  this  i^and  fo  imiriediately  under  hi» 
eye-  AddreSes  from  parliament  therefore  were  the  only  vehicle 
tif  the  ftate  of  the  country  to  the  royal  mi-i^.  As  to  the  language 
of  compliment,  he  fliouM  not  obje^  to  it,  it  was  cofiMent  with 
truth,  though  it  was  not  tlie  language  fuitcd  to  the  dignity  of 
that  aflembly,  whofe  duty  it  was  to  fuperintend  the  government, 
not  to  flatter  it.  That  it  was  the  language  of  a  levee,  or  of  tfiofe 
who  were  in  training  for  the  council !  What  did  the  nation  ever 
get  by  compliment  ?  Was  it  compliment  reftored  the  conftitutioa 
in  1782  ?  Or  was  it  not  gentlemen  ftanding  ia  that  Hottfe  upon 
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the  broad  principle  of  public  reftitude,  and  claiming  the  right* 
of  the  country  ?  He  then  enumerated  the  ads  of  the  laft  Admi- 
niftration,    which,  he  faid,  had  increafcd  the  influence  of  the 
crown   in  the  ihort  period  of  that  Admimftration,  more  than  it 
had  been  ever  increaCed  for  a  century  in  England.    A  bill  rellrain- 
ing  the  prefs — the  extenfion  of  the  power  of  the  King's-bcsch 
by  attachment — ^a  French  police  eilabliflimcnt  in  this  city — a 
French  marechaufle   in  the  counftr)' — a   riot-a6l  and  a  naviga- 
tion-law— an  enormous  increafc  of  tax,  and  a  mod  profligate  ex- 
penditure of  the  public  money.     He  proceeded  to  particular  ob- 
lervations  on  thefe  meafurcs,  dating  how  the  conllitution  .had 
fuffered,  and  how  the  liberty  of  the  fubjeft  was  limited  and  en- 
dangered by  them  ;  explained  the  growth  of  the  police  in  France^ 
faid  it  was  there  the  moft  potent  engine  of  arbitrary'  power  — yet 
it  was  the  ftrongeil  branch  of  French  prerogative,  and  had  been 
engrafted  on  the  conilltution  of  I  inland  ;  that  it  was  more  dan- 
gerous than  a  Handing  army,  as,  to  the  formidable  powers  of  a 
military  body,  were  fuperadded  thofe  of  civil  magillracy  ;  if  car- 
ried to  its  extent,  would  raife  an  army  of  feven  or  eight  thoufand 
men,  and  place  a  centinel  at  every  man's  door.     He  exhorted  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  to  be  as  uTitchful,  and  as  jealous  of  their 
rights  as  their  brethren  in  England.     He  faid  the  people  of  Eng- 
land might  be  thought  over  fufpicious,  but  it  was  that  fufpicion 
which  had  preferved  their  conftltution  for  fo  many  ages — that  the 
conftitution  of  Ireland  was  but  recovered  the  other  day — that  the 
fabric  was  not  yet  perfeftly  cemented,  and  could  not  be  efteemed 
Me.     He  (hould  therefore,  he  faid,  propofe  an  amendment  to 
theaddrefs,  at  the  fame  time  difo'm'miT^g  the  moft  diftant  idea  of 
throwing  thefmalleft  perfonal  refiediou  on  the  memory  of  the  late 
\Duke  of  Rutland. 

He  (hould,  now  he  faid,  propofe  the  following  amendmeiKs, 
by  expunging  the  words,  the  *ivife  and  fieady  courfe  of  his  public 
Admintjlration  had  eJluUifhed  the  public  tranquillity  and  exalted 
the  credit  of  the  nation  ;  and  inferting  in  the  room  thereof  the 
following:  At  the  fame  iime^  our  regard  to  truths  and  to  the, real 
interefls  of  his  Majejly  and  his  loyal  jf^^ople  of  Ireland^  nvhich  will 
not  firmer  us  to  convey  an  imperft&  reprefentation  of  the  flate  of  this 
kingdom  to  his  royal  mind,  compel  us  to  declare,  that  notwithfiandiag 
the  good  difpqjidon  which  *ive  are  willing  to  believe  our  late  lament- 
ed Chief  Governor  had  for  the  profperity  of  this  i/land,  yet,  through 
the  mifguidahce  of  his  counfellors,  this  kingdom,  during  his  Admini' 
fration,  has  been  a§li8ed  with  a  mqfi  burthenfome  encreafe  of  taxa* 
tion,  and  with  feveral  grievous  arid  fever e  aBs,  repugnant  to  the  prin^  , 
cipiei  of  our  wife  conftitution,  and  injurious-  to  the  liberties  of  Ins 
Majefty*sfulje3s  of  this  realm. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid  he  had  already 
refutttd  the  ftatement  that  liad  been  made  by  the  honourable  gen- 
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ticman  in  refpeft  to  the  growing  expcnces  of  this  country,  ahcf 
froin  authentic  papers  he  had  clearly  proved,  that  the  expences' 
it  this  day  are  not  50,000!.  more  annually  than  at  any  one  yeai^ 
during  the  adminiftration  of  Lord  CarKfle,  though  during  the 
Ticcregency  of  that  nobleman,  6cp,cccl.  were  borrowed,  the 
ititcrcft  of  which  nowV  makes  part  of  our  annual  expence,  this,  to- 
jrether  with  the  clpence  incurred  by  annual  fefiions,  public  build- 
rfigs,  and  feveral  other  more  minute  matters,  would  evidently* 
prove,  that  the  expences  of  the  cortntry  at  this  day  are  (taking 
all  circumflances  into  confideration)  really  much  lefs  than  at  the 
period  alluded  to. 

The  amendment  was  negatived,  and  it  was  ordered  that  the 
Speaker,  with  the  Honfcj  do  attend  his  Excellency  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  with  the  faid  addrefs,  and  deflre  the  fame  may  be 
laid  before  liib  Majcfly  as  the  i  ^dvtk  of  the  Houfe* 

LofdilEADFORt  reported  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
draw  up  an  addrefs  of  thanks  to  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieute- 
nant, for  his  moll  excellent  fpeech  to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament, 
that  they  had  drawn  up  the  following  addrefs  5  which  he  read  in 
his  place,  and  after  delivered  in  at  the  table. 

To  his  Excellency  George  Grenville  Ni/gent  Templf^ 
Marquis  of 'Buckingham,  Lord  Lieutenant  General,  and 
General  Governor  of  Ireland  : 

The  humble  Addresj*  of  the  Knights,  Citizens,  and  Bur-* 
G esses,  in  Parliament  affemblcd: 

**  May  it  pJdafc  your  .Excellemyy  * 

**  We,  his  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjefts,  theCom- 
BrtGfrs  of  Ireland,  in  Parliament  affembled,  beg  leave  to  return! 
vour  Excellency  our  finecre  thanks  for  your  mod  excellent  fpeech 
fiom  the  throne, 

««  Whilil  your  Sxcellchcy  fo  jiiftly  deplores  the  fevere  loft 
which  has  refulted  to  his  Majefty's  fervice  from  the  death  of 
the  Duke  of  Rutland,  it  is  impoffible  for  us  to  reprefs  the 
keen  fenfations  of  our  heart-felt  forrow  and  regret  for  that 
much-lamented  and  untimely  event.  The  amiable  and  exalt-» 
cd  qualities  which  diftinguifhed  that  nobleman's  charai<^er  had 
.  indeed  defervedly  endeared  him  to  our  hearts,  whilft  his  firfn  and 
profpcrous  adminillration  had  entitled  him  to  our  confidence, 
\>\  fecuring  the  tranquillity,  and  encreafing  the  credit  and  com- 
merce of  the  kingdom. 

"It   is,  however,  a  iignal  oonfolation   to  us,  that  after  fo 
difaitrous  an  event,  we  can  repofe  our  interefts  with  full   fecurity  . 
la  your  Excellency's  experienced  virtues  and  acknowledged  abi- 
ii^ics.       We  have    an^p'y  recorded  cur  fenfe  of   the  blefllngs 
we  derived  fi'om  vour  former  adminillration,  an  adminillration 
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equally  honourable  to  yourfelf  and  beneficial  to  Ireland.  And 
we  have  the  utmoft  confidence  that  your  Excellency  will  agaiir 
purfue  that  upright  line  of  condu£k,  which  cannot  fail  of  engag- 
ing our  full  fupporty  and  enfurkg  the  approbation  of  the  king- 
dom, 

"  We  congratulate  ourfelves  on  the  fatisfaflion  which  his  Ma- 
jefty  feels  from  the  prefent  fituation  of  foreign  affairs,  and  parti- 
cularly in  the  refturation  of  the  tranquillity  and  conftitution  of 
the  United  Province^,  favoured  by  the  rapid  fuccefs  of  the  Pruf- 
iian  arms  under  the  conduct  of  his  Serene  Highnefs  the  Duke  of 
Brunfwick,  and  by  the  vigorous  and  well-timed  exertions  of  his 
Majefty.  On  reviewing  thefe  important  events,-  we  acknowledge 
and  admire  the  fuperior  wifdom  of  his  Majefty's  counfels,  whicb 
without  interrupting  the  peace  of  his  dominions,  have  fo  honour- 
ably augmented  the  luftte  cf  his  crown,  and  promoted  the  true 
intercfts  of  his  empire. 

"  We  fhall  not  hefitate  to  make  the  necelTary  provifions  for 
the  public  fervice,  through  a  well-founded  confidence,  that  what 
we  grant  with  chearfulnefs  will  be  expended  with  integrity. 

"  We  return  yoilr  Excellency  our  fincere  acknowledgments  for  . 
the  intereft  y^u  are  pleafed  to  exprefs  for  our  welfare  and  prof- 
penty.  We  feel  aflured,  that  convinced  of  our  inviolable  loyalty 
and  attachment  to  our  fovereign,  you  will  reprefent  our  conduA 
with  fidelity,  whilft  you  promote  with  earneftncfs  his  Majefty's 
paternal,  wiflies  for  tlic  happinefs  of  Ireland. 

"  We  are  fienfible  of  your  Excellency's  wifdom  in  recommend- 
ing to  our  particular  care  that  great  ftaple  of  our  commerce,  the 
Linen/ Man  ufadture,  as  well  as  the  protefkion  and  regulation  of  the 
Proteftant  Charter  Schools,  the  fccurity  of  the  National  Church, 
and  thofe  principles  of  education  and  ufeful  knowledge  which 
have  been  already  fuggefted  for  improving  the  morals-  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  our  attention  will  be  immediately  dire£led  to  thofe  great ' 
objefts  which  your  Excellency  has  fcle£led  with  fuch  judicious 
knowledge  of  our  real  fituation  and  true  inter  efts. 

*'  We  cannot  be  fufficiently  gratefid  for  the  fatisfa£lion  your 
Excellency  has  expreffed  at  the  increafe  of  our  credit  and  profpe- 
rity,  and  the  extenfion  of  our  commerce  and  manufadlures,  whilft 
we  are  convi-nced  of  your  anxifety  tO~  improve  the  advantages 
which  may  be  derived  to  them  from  feduloufly  cultivating  the  blef- 
fings  of  peace. 

"  We  muft  however  requeft  your  Excellency  to  afTure  his 
Majefty,  that  no  part  of  his  empire  would  have  difplayed  more 
alacrity  and  zeal  for  his  fervice,  if  he  had  judged  it  necefTary  to 
call  forth  the  fpirit  and  refources  of  his  people,  in  defence  of  the 
honour  of  his  crown,  or  the  general  and  common  interefts  of  the 
empire." 

It  was  refolved,  that  the  faid  addrefs  do  ftand  the  addrefs  of 
the  Houfe,  and  that  the  Speaker,  with  the  Houfe,  do  attend 
his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  with  the  fame. 
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A  petition  of  the  hi^-fheriff,'  noblemen,  maglfttatcs,  gentle-* 
men,  and  freeholders  of  the  county  of  Kilkenny,  whofe  nanie» 
are  thereunto  fiibferibed,  was  prefented  to  the  Hottfc  and  read  j 
lettmg  forth,  that  the  petidoncw  have  tatken  into  their  confider-» 
ation  the  magijlracy  bill  intended  to  be  carried  into  force  in  thi» 
county ;  2|nd  binnbly  beg  leave  to  lay  before  the  Houfe  a  faithful 
leprefentation  of  the  real  fituation  of  their  county  in  regard  to 
the  peace  and  tranquillity  thereof,  and  the  power  and  inclination 
of  the  high  (hcriff,  noblemen,  m^giftrates,  and  gentlemen^  to  pre- 
ferve  the  fanie.  The  tumults  of  the  year  eighty-fix,  which  took 
rife  in  the  Southern  part  of  this  kingdom,  no  foonei*  made  theii^ 
appearance  in  the  county  of  Kilkenny,  than  the  high  (heriff, 
iroblemen,  magiilrates,  and  gentlemen,  affociated  for  the  prefer- 
vation  of  the  peace,  and  exerted  themfelves  in  fo  effectual  a  man- 
ner at  not, only  to  prevent  the  tamuhs  from  extending  further 
into  the  province  of  Leinfler,  but  alfo  to  caufe  an  immediate' 
tdforatron  of  peace  and  tranquillity  to  the  county,  which  hath 
tamtinued.undifturbed  unto  this  day.  Jullice  to  themfelves  arid 
to  tlieir  county  indtice  them  to  reprefent  tliis  inftance  of  their 
.abiKty  to  preferve  the  peace  of  their  county  ;  and  they  beg  leave 
,  to  aflure  the  Houfe  that  they  will,  upon  all  future  oecafions,  ufe 
their  utmoft  exertion  In  fupprcJRRng  all  tumult  and  diforder,  de- 
feating ail  unjuil  and  illegal  combinations,  and  preferving  the"  peace 
and  due  e^ceeution  of  the  laws  within  their  county,  which  expe- 
rience hath  proved  them  to  be  fully  equal  to  ;  and  therefore  pray- 
iHg  the  Houfe  to  ettempt  the  county  of  Kilkenny  from  the  opera- 
tion and  expence  of  the  magiftracy  bill  ( which  they  conceive  to 
be  at  this  time  an  unnecefTafy  burthen  on  the  people)  either  by  a 
repeal  of  the  law,  or  fach  other  means  as  to  them  fiiall  feem  meet* 

The  ArxatiNEY  General  informed  the  Houfe,  that  his  Ex- 
cellency the  Lord  Lieutenant  having  been  Ni^aited  upon,  purfuant 
to  order,  to  know  his  Excellency's  pleafwe  when  he  will  be  at- 
tended by  the  Houfe  with  the  addrefles  to  his  Majefty  and  t6  his 
Kxctllency,  had  been  pleafed  to  appoint  to-morrow,  at  fdur 
o'clock,  at  the  Caftle. 


wmmm 


Saturday,  January  19,  17S8.. 

The  Right  Hon.  Alleyne  FiT7HERBERrT,'principaI  Secretary 
to  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  took  the  oaths  and  hii 
feat  ff>r  the  borough  of  Carysfbrt,  in  the  county  of  WickloW. 

Tlie  Speaker  reported  that  the  Houfe  had*attended  his  Ex- 
cellency   the  Lord  Lieutenant  with  the  addrefs  to  his  Majefty, 
and  that  his  Excellency  waa  pleafed  to  return  the  anfwcr  fcJ- 
•l(>win|^ ; 
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•  <^  I  will  forthwith  tranfmit  this  dutiful  and  loyal  addrefs,  tp 
be  laid  before  his  Majeily." 

The  Speakir  reported  sJfo  that  he  had  prefented  the  addrefd 
of  thanks  to  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  for  his  moil 
excellent  fpeech  to  both  Houfes  of  Parliamenty  and  that  his 
JEl^cellency  was  pleafed  to  return  the  anfwer  following : 

**  I  return  you  my  beft  thanks  for  this  addrefs,  fo  ftrongfy 
exprefiive  of  your  partiality  to  me  ;  and  I  truft  that  by  perfeve- 
rance  in  the  fame  conduft  which  was  formerly  marked  by  the 
honourable  teftimony  of  your  approbation  and  regards,  I  fhall 
not  be  unworthy  of  the  confidence  which  you  have  fo  kindly  re- 
pofed  in  my  zeal  for  the  Eling's  fervice,  and  in  my  afifedlion  for 
thisJcingdom.'' 

A  petition  of  Francis  Sauhdcrfon,  Efq;  complaining  of  an 
undue  eleftion  and  return  for  the  county  of  pavan,  was  prefent- 
ed to  the  Houfe  and  read. 

Mr.  Clements  moved,  that  the  petition  be  taken  into'con- 
iideration  on  Monday  the  i  uh  of  February  next. 

Mr.  Denis  Daly  faid,  in  order  to  give  the  parties  fufficient 
time  to  prepare  themfelves,  and  that  it  fliould  not  interfere  with 
term,  wlien  almoft  every  lawyer  of  any  note  is  engaged  in  the 
Jaw  courts,  he  wilhed  the  hearing  of  the  merits  of  the  petition 
would  be  poftponed  to  the  18th  inftead  of  the  i  xjth. 

After  a  ftiort  converfation,  it  was  fixed  that  the  petition  bfe 
taken  into  confideration  on  Wednefday  the   13  th  of  February 

It  was  ordered  that  the  Speaker  do  ilTuie  his  warrant  for  fuch 
perfons,  papers,  and  records,  as  ffiall  be  thought  neceflary  by 
the  fevered  parties,  on  the  hearing  the  matter  of  the  faid  petition. 


Monday,  January  21,  1788. 
Several  public  accounts,  &c.  were  prefented  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Hayes  took  notice  of  the  prefent  enormous  price  of  wool, 
and  the  ill  effeft  it  mufl  necefTarily  have  upon  a  v^uable  branch 
of  our  manufafture.  He  faid  he  attributed  fome  part  of  the  rife 
ia  the  price  of  that  commodity  to  the  difficulty  of  preferving 
iheep  from  thieves  and  plunderers,  which  deterred  farmers  from 
encouraging  the  propagation  of  that  ufeful  creature.  He  would 
not,  he  faid,  move  any  new  penal  law,  but  he  thought  the  laws  iit 
being  ought  to  be  enforced,  or,  if  neceifary,  altered  and  amend* 

VoL.VlIL  C 


Digitized 


by  Google 


n  PARtlAMENTARY  (,U^.  zu 

cdl.  He  therefore  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  Bet- 
ter prefervatlon  ofjbeepy  and  the  more  fpeedy  deteaion  ofjbeef^ 
^edlers. 

Leave  was  given  accordingly  ;  and  Mr.  Hayes  and  Mr.  Weftby 
^re  ord^'ed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid  that  in  England 
there  wa»  exilling  a  ftatute,  tending  much  to  the  encouragement 
of  feamen,  and  to  the- benefit  of  their  famiUcs,  as  it  enabled  them 
to  tranfmit  to  their  friends  or  connexions  fuch  part  of  their  wages 
as  they  thought  proper,  without  undergoing  the  plunder  of  ufu- 
rious  charges,  too  frequent  in  this  country ;  to  remedy  which 
inconvenience  ke  was  induced,  as  much  from  humanity  as  from 
^  defire  to  encourage  Iri(h  feamen^  to  move  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  the  encouragement  of  feamen  employed  in  the  navy^  and 
for  rendering  it  more  eajy  to  remit  to  this  kingdom  their  wages^  for. 
thefupport  of  their  nvives  and  families  reftdent  here. 


TuESDAf^  January  22,  1788. 

Mr.  CorrV  faid  that  laft  fcflions,  and  for  the  two  feflions 
before,  h^  had  fuggefted  the  idea  of  the  neceflity  of  reducing  the 
duties  on  the  import  of  tobacco,  and  increafing  the  inland  excafe 
On  the  manufa<fture  of  that  article ;  this,  he  was  confident,  would 
not  only  tend  to  encreafe  the  revenue,  and  be  highly  advantage-- 
ous  to  the  fair  trader,  but  it  would  alfo  prevent  fmuggling  in  a 
very  high  degree  ;  and  a&  he  had  laft  feffion  given  notice  that  he 
fhould  call  for  the  ftatement  of  the  duties  on  the  import  and 
cxcife  on  tobacco,  now  that  he  faw  the  right  honourable  geptle- 
ifjan  in  his  place,  who  fo  worthily  prefides  at  the  revenue  board, 
dnd  who  is  ready  on  all  occafions  to  give  every  information  in 
his  power,  he  (hould  take  the  liberty  of  afking  that  right  honour- 
able gentleman  at  what  time  Ihe  necefTary  accounts  in  refpe^  to 
the  tobacco  trade  will  be  ready, 

Mr.  Beresf6rd  faid*  he  had  juft  come  from  the  ofEce,  where 
the  accounts  that  the  honourable  gentleman  wifhed  for  were 
making  out,  and  which  he  believed  would  be  ready  this  day.  Aa 
to  the  idea  fuggefted  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  of  lowering 
the  duty  on  the  import,  it  was  not  only  approved  of,  but  alfo 
mdopted.;  for  the  legiflature  had  for  thefe  two  laft  years  thought 
proper  to  lay  an  excife  on  tobacco.  He  faid  he  (hould  bring 
down  the  papers  neceflary  for  the  honourable  gentleman's  infor- 
mation along  with  him  to-morrow  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  CoRRY  faid  his  idea  was  for  a  further  reduAion  of  the 
^titles  on  the  import,  and  encreafing  the  excife  y  this,  he.  ob* 
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ferved,  would,  in  all  probability,  operate  as  a  total  prevention  to 
fmuggling. 

,  The  Cha^cellqir  op  tHE  Exchequer  faid  it  was  his  in- 
tention to  bring  forward  a  motion,  for  the  lowering  the  duties 
on  tobacco  ;  and  he  facetioufly  obferved,  that  he  hoped,  he  then, 
for  the  firft  time,  fhould  have  the  honour  of  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman's concurrence  arid  jfupporti 

Mr.  Co&RY  faid  he  fhould  poflpone  making  any  motion  on  that 
head  till  to-morrow  ;  but  there  were  fome  other  accounts,  which 
ne  fhould  call  for  :  and  he  then  moved,  "  that  the  proper  officer 
do  lay  before  the  Houfe,  an .  acdount  of  all  fums  of  money  ex- 
pended in  defending  adiions  and  profecutions  againfl  revenue 
officers,  together  with  the  amount  of  damages  obtained  agatnfb 
them :  and  alfo  the  names  «of  the  perfons  to  whom  fuch  fums 
Vere  paid.'* 

He  alfo  moved,  **  that  the  proper  officer  do  lay  before  the 
Houfe,  an  account  of  the  fums  expended  in  ereAing*  the  New 
Cuftom-houfe  and  Law  Courts." 

He  obferved,  that  ledft  feffion  he  had  declared  the  neceffity 
there  was  for  a  revifion  and  digefl,of  the  revenue  laws,  and  the 
adoption  of  a  proper  mode  of  colle6ting  the  public  revenue^  which, 
in  his  opinion,  was  an  object  worthy  the  attention  of  Parliament ; 
^nd  after  defiririg  the  clerk  to  read  from  the  journals,  the  account 
of  what  was  received  from  difmiffed  collcdors,  or  their  fecurities, 
for  the  lail  ten  years,  by  which  it  appeared  there  was  no  more 
than  134L  paid  in  during  that  period,  he  moved,  **  that  the 
proper  officer  do  lay  before  the  Houfe  the  amount  of  the  fums 
received  on  account  of  forfeited  recognizances,  from  the  25th  of 
March,   1786,  to  the  25th  of  March,  1787; 

Thefe  feveral  motions  were  agreed  to,  and  the  accounts  or- 
dered. 

On  a  motion  being  made  for  ail  account  of  what  was  borrowed 
on  account  of  debentures. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  £xchequer  obferved,  that  Go- 
tcrnment  had  laft  year  borrowed  money  at  three  one-half  per  cent, 
by  which  a  faving  of*  one-eighth  had  accrued  in  the  interefl,  and 
that  they  had  paid  off  lafl  year  15,0001.  which  bore  an  intereft 
of  four  percent,  and  they  fhould  pay  off  50,00©!.  more  the  24th 
of  June  next.  This  obfervation,  he  faid,  he  made  ufe  of  to  fhevv 
that  Government  was  a6ling  a  wife  and  a  frugal  part,  for  by  pay- 
ing off  what  it  owed  at  four  per  cent,  and  being  able  to  get  what 
it  wanted  at  three  one-half  per  cent,  a  confiderable  faving  would 
take  place  in  the  article  -  of  intereft,  which  would  confequently 
be  brought  to  the  Credit  of  the  national  account. 
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Wednesday,  January  33,  1788. 

Sercral  public  accounts  were  prefented  at  the  bar,  purfuant 
to  order,  by  the  proper  officers. 

Mr.  Mason  reported  from  the  committee  appointed  to  con- 
fider  of  the  fupply  to  be  granted  to  his  Majefty,  and  alfo  the 
Lord  Lieutenant's  fpeech  to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament. 

It  was  ordered  that  the  Houfe  do  refolve  itfelf  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Houfe  on  Friday,  the  ift  of  February  next, 
to  confider  of  the  fupply  to  be  granted  to  his  Majefty,  and  alfo 
the  Lord  Lieutenant's  fpeech, 

Mr.  Mason  moved  that  the  committee  of  accounts  lit. 

The  Prime  Serjeant  exprefTed  his  wifh  that  they  (hould 
lit  to-morrow  at  two  o%lock,  ip.  order  to  expedite  the  puWic 
bufinefs.  ^  ^ 

Mr.  CoRRY  faid  he  fcad  00  more  intention  of  impeding  the 
peblic  bufmefs  than  aoy  other  perfon,  but  hoped  gentlemen  would 
confider  that  many  of  the  papers  and  accounts  called  for  were 
not  yet  furnifhed ;  that  it  was  a  difagreeable  kind  of  bufinefs, 
and  few  gentlemen  cared  to  attend,  though  it  was  a  matter  of 
great  national  moment,  for  the  accounts  ought  to  be  thoroughly 
mvelligated,  and  not  to  be  merely  read,  without  examining  them^ 
and  upon  doubts  ariiing  and  explanations  being  given,  proper 
time  (hould  be  allowed  for  gentlemen  to  turn  the  fubje6t  in  their 
thoughts  J  he  therefore  thought  it  time  enough  for  the  commit- 
tee to  fit  on  Monday  next,  in  ofder  to  give  time  tp  confider  and 
examine  the  accounts ;  and  in  his  opinion  the  propofed  hpur  of 
meeting  was  too  early,  as  no  gentleman  attended  at  fo  early  an 
hour  ;  for,  if  that  was  agreed  to,  they  might  as  well  agree  tQ 
fit  at  twelve  o'clock  at  night ;  he  therefore  noped  it  would  not 
be  infilled  on. 

The  Speaker  obferved,  that  three  o'clock  would  be  too  late 
an  hour  for  the  committee  to  meet,  as  he  took  the  chair  at  half 
an  hour  after  three,  if  there  were  forty  members  in  the  houfe } 
fo  that  the  committee  would  have  but  half  an  hour  each  day  to 
go  through  the  accounts 

It  was  then  ordered  that  the  committee  do  meet  to-morrow 
at  half  pail  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

A  petition  of  the  gentlemen,  clergy,  and  freeholders  of  the 
county  of  Kilkenny,  figned  by  the  fherifF  of  the  faid  county, 
was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  and  read ;  fetting  forth,  that  the 
damages  which  the  faid  county  hath  fuftained  by  the  late  floods^ 
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and  the  peculiar  difad vantages  under  which  they  labour^  compel 
them  to  implore  the  aid  of  parliament ;  that  the  bridge  of  Tho- 
maflowD,  on  the  great  road  from  Dublin  to  Waterford,  and 
which  was  built  by  the  bounty  of  Parliament,  has  been  almod 
demolifhed,  and  that  it  will  require  a  fum  of  about  one  thoufi^nd 
fix  hundred  pounds  to  reftorc  it ;  that  two  bridges  on  the  river 
Nore  have  been  demolifhed,  and  that  feveral  other  bridges  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  tbe  county  have  been  either  injured  or  dellroyed, 
infomuch  that  -to  reftore  the  bridges  alone  of  the  fald  county 
would  require  a  fum  exceeding  feven  thoufand  pounds,  by  the 
moft  moderate  eftimates  ;  that  befides  th^  damages  done  to  pub- 
He  property,  the  private  lofles  have  been  confiderable  ;  that  this 
calamity  hath  befallen  the  fald  county  at  a  time  when  it  is  ill  able 
to  bear  it ;  that  being  a  country  of  tillage,  it  has  fuffered  feverely 
by  the  wetnefs  of  the  feafon,  which  has  made  the  faving  of*  the 
laft  harveft  peculiarly  diificult  and  cxpenfive,  and  that  the  wheat 
in  many  parts  of  it  is  not  yet  fown  ;  that  by  the  eftabliftiment  of 
a  police  they  undergo  a  new  expence  of  one  thoufand  fix  hundred 
pounds  annually;  that  under  all  thefe  circumftanc^  they  are 
ready  tofubmit  to  heavier  county  c«fresthan  have  ever  been  kilown 
amongft  them,  and  to  do  their  utmoft  to  reftore  the  public  inter- 
caurfe»  an  intercotfrfe  not  more  effential  to  their  own  agriculture 
than  to  the  inhabitants  of  other  counties  who  muft  pafs  through 
the  faid  county,  and  to  the  commerce  of  the  kingdom  5  but  to 
do  it  without  fome  afliftancc  from  Parliament  would  be  utterly 
xmpoffible  :   and  therefore  praying  relief* 


Thursday,  Jani/ary  24,  1788. 

The  committee  of  accounts  fat,  Serjeant  Fitzgerald  in  the 
chair. 

Mr.  CoRRY  afked  when  that  article  in  the  Vice-Treafurer's 
paper.  No.  3,  which  ftates,  that  1041I.  os.  3|d-  were  paid  lo 
Colonel  Valiancy,  for  having  diftinguiftied  himfelf  to  his  Majefty'a 
entire  fatisfa6lion,  by  a  laborious  work  by  him  performed. 

He  faid,  no  man  has  more  pleafure  in  any  thing  that  contri- 
butes to  his  Majefty's  fatisfaAion  than  T  have ;  but  this  article 
has  been  fo  frequently  ftated  in  the  public  accounts,  and  alwayt 
in  the  fame  terms,  that  I  would  wi(h  to  know  when  it  is  probable 
his  Majefty's  (atisfa^ion  will  be  compleat  upon  this  head. 

Mr.  Hayes  faid  the  work  alluded  to  was  a  military  furvey  of 
Ireland—- a  work  in  which  Colonel  Valiancy  had  fhewn  prodigious 
ability.  It  was  nearly  compleat,  fo  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man might  reft  fatisfied  the  expence  would  foon  be  at  an  end. 
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The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid  h^was  ijarprized 
the  honourable  gentleman  could  obje6i  to  his  Majefty's  rewards 
ing  the  labours  of  a.deferving  oiEcer.' 

Mr.  CoRRY  defired  to  know  the  meaning  of  tlje  charge  of 
2889I.  IIS.  4d.  being  the  deficiency  of  wool  licences  paid  to  the 
Duke  of  Rutland. 

Mr.  Clements. — Wool  licences  produce  one  part  pf  the  ftat- 
ed  emolument  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  whenever  it  happenej 
that  they  do  not  amount  to  4000I.  per  ann.  the  law  allows 
him  to  make  up  the  deficiency.  In  the  prefent  cafe  the  wool 
licences  produced  but  11 1  ol.  8s.  8d.  confequently  the  Lord 
Lieutenant's  claim  was  288^1.  lis.  4d.  to  make  good  the  fum 
of  4€OqL  # 

Mr.  Burgh  (ofOldtown)  defired  an  explanation  of  the  charge 
of  2702I.  3d.  6d.  paid  to  the  Speakers  of  both  Houfes  of  Par- 
liament, and  feveral  officers  in  England  and  Ireland,  for  their 
fervices  andattendance.  What  officers  in  England  could  be  con- 
cerned in  the  preliminary  affairs  of  Ireland  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid  part  of  the 
money  went  to  the  Speakers  as  their  fees  on  leveral  bills,  the  re- 
mainder to  the  law  officers  in  England,  the  Attorney  and  Soli- 
citor General,  &c.  and  he  was  well  informed,  that  thofe  gen-r 
tlemen  would  not  read  a  bill  till  their  fees  were  firft  paid. 

Mr.  CoRRY  faid  there  was  another  very  extraordinary  charge " 
of  ?ool.  for  a  road  in  the  county  of  Limerick  :  He  could  not,  he 
faid,  conceive  under  what  pretence  the  general  ftock  of  the  public 
treafure  fhould  be  lavlfiied  upon  particular  objedls  ;  he  knew  how 
eafy  it  was  for  a  miqifter,  or  ^  man  who  had  the  means  of  oblige 
ing  a  minifter,  to  lavifli  money  upon  whatever  might  ferve  to  gra- 
tify his  own  whim,  and  then  by  means  of  a  king's  letter  throw 
the  burthen  upon  the  public  fhouldlers ;  but  he  trufted  that  the 
profufion  which  the  mode  of  ifluing  money  by  king's  letter* 
encouraged,  would  point  out  the  neceffity  of  changing  the  mode 
itfelf. 

Mr.  Hatton  faid  he  had  viewed  the  road  in  queflion,  and 
thought  it  a  work  of  infinite  utility,  not  only  to  the  country 
through  which  it  immediately  leads,  but  to  the  commerce  of  the 
whole  nation,  as  it  (hortens  the  way  from  Waterford  to  Cork  a  » 
whole  day's  march  ;  a  circumltance  of  great  confequence,  efpe- 
cially  fince  the  ititcrcourfe  between  Waterford  and  Milf>rd  has 
been  opened,  and  rcnder£,d  regular  by  the  eftablifhment  of  packet- 
boats.  But  though  the  forpiation  of  the  road  might  with  the 
|lridefl  judice  have  been  charged  to  the  nation  at  large,  t^e  coun^t 
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ty  of  Waterford  and  the  city  of  Waterford  had  taxed  themfelvcs 
to  the  utmoft,  and  had  not-  calleil  upon  the  public  at  large  till 
they  had  exerted  their  utmofl  efforts. 

The  Speaker  having  taken  the  chaify 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchecuter  faid,  he  was  forry  to 
inform  the  Houfe,  that  from  the  prefent  fituation  of  the  country, 
lie  fhould  be  under  the  difagreeable  necelTity  of  making  the  ufual 
annual  motion,  for  reftraining  of  parliamentary  grants,  which 
motion -he  (hould  make  to-morrow,  » 

A  petition  of  the  governors  and  guardians  of  the  Hofpital  for  the 
Relief  of  Poor  Lying-in  Women  /in  Dublin,  under  their  common 
feal,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  and  read;  fetting  forth,  that 
petitioners  are  entrufted  with  the  conduA  of  a  charity,  which 
deftitute  of  any  permanent  fund,  has  long  afforded  conftant  and 
indvfcriminate  relief  to  the  lower  clafTes  of  inhabitante  in  this  me- 
tropolis ;  that  the  petitioners  have  found  in  the  lafl  ten  years  the 
numbers  admitted  are  doubled,  and  their  raoft  produAive  fund 
W  Jecreafcd  one  half;  that  in  aid  of  the  afliftance  they  had  ob- 
ta/aed  foretelling  public  rooms  (the  profits  of  which  are  folely 
deftined  to  fupport  the  hofpital)  they  have  adually  advanced  the 
fum  of  one  thoufand  one  hundred  and  ninety-five  pounds  one  /hil- 
iing  and   eight  pence,  to  prevent  the  wprk  from  being  injured, 
and  jare  likewife  liable  to  the  balances  remaining  due  to  the  dif- 
ferent artificers,  for  work  already  executed,  to  the  amount  of 
one  thoufand  one  hundred  and  fixteen  pounds,  fifteen  (hillings  and 
eleven  pence  half-penn  v  ;  that  from  the  uncommon  influx  of  the 
poor   in  the  month  01  March,  1787,  (when  a  confiderable  pro- 
portion  of  the  beds  were  occupied  by  two  patients  in  each)  the 
air  became   contaminated,  ftveral   lives  were   unavoidably  loft, 
and  to  cheek  contagion,  an  immediate  and  effedual  refit  became 
neceffary,  which  from  the  nature  of  the  charity  mutf  be  expen- 
five,  although  conduced  with  the  utmofl  oeconomy  5  a  debt  to 
different/artificers,  to  the  amount  of  fix  hundred  and  eighty».threc 
pounds,  eight  {hillings  and  eiglit  pence  remains  now  due,  which 
the  petitioners  are  totally  unable  to  difcharge  ;  that  to  prevent  fe 
fimilar  misfortune,  and  to  continue  general  reHef,  the  petitioners 
have  new  modelled  the  refidence  of  the  houfe  officers,  and  eredted 
fixteen  additional  beds;    that  the  foregoing  articles   make  an 
amount  of  two  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  pinety-^five  pounds,  fii^ 
{hillings  and  three  penc^  half-penny^  which  being  aftually  paid, 
(or  value  delivered)  the  petitioners  hope  will  be  thought  to  dct 
fcrve  immediate  confideration  ;  that  the  public  are  competent  to 
judge  whether  this  undertaking  fhould  be  completed,  for  which 
the  petitioners   have  annexed  an  eflimate ;  but  they  beg  leave 
humbly  to  reprefent  that  unlefs  fome  annual  bounty  be  extended 
^  t}ieiD^  (in  the  manner  of  the  other  city  charities)  thcf  will  he 
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under  aw  abfolute  ncceffity  of  rcftri6ling  the  nufhfccr  of  patients^ ' 
and  contra6fcing  the  good  effedls  of  this  foundation  ;  and  there- 
fore praying  relief. 

Mr.  Trench  faid  that  be  would  not  enlarge  on  tfce  merits  of 
the  charity,  but  only  mention,  that  the  patients  in  1775,  had 
coft  il.  1 8s.  4d.  and  in  1787,  only  19s.  4d.  each.  That  as  the 
petition  was  not  in  print,  he  would  Hate  fpme  paragraphs^ 
•  The  prayer,  he  faid,  was  to  enable  the  truftees  to  difcharge 
an  advance  which  was  due  above  twelve  months,  and  ta  pay  the 
balances  due  to  different  artificers  for  value  de}ivered.  lie  faid 
it  mufl  appear  to  any  one  converfant  in  bufinefs,  that  if  thefe 
two  fums  had  been  withheld,  the  whole  mufl  have  been  in  ruins, 
unfatisfaAory  to  the  public,  and  unprodudive  to  the  charity. 
They  alfo  prayed,  to  difcharge  the  ekpence  of  refitting  their  hof- 

'  pkal,  which  a  contagion  in  fpring  1787  rendered  unavoidable, 
where  near  twenty  beds  had  two  patients  in  each,  and  nine  died 
in  a  few  days.  In  this  vtras  included  the  charge  of  refidence  of 
officers,  eftablifhing  iixteen  new  beds,  (one  fourth  of  the  whole 
foundation)  a  dormitory  and  fixtures  for  fi]^  pupils,  wafh  houfies, 
and  many  other  matters,  which  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  charity 
rendered  expcnfive. 

.  Thefe  three  he  thought  the  public  were,  in  reafon  and  jufticc^ 
bound  to  make  good. 

The  petition  likewife  prayed,  an  additional  annual  income,  as 
their  patients  were  likely  to  encreafe  one-^ourth.  To  that  he 
faid,  on  the  accounts  flJted,  a  fmall  balance  only  was  due ;  and 
if  private  voluntary  benefactions  were  regularly  colleded,  and  the 
public  room  fuccccded%  there  would  be  ample  revenue.  He  did 
not  wifh  one  fhilling  furplus,  it  would  be  perhaps,  the  fubje6k  ct 
jobbing. 

The  truftees  alfo  entreated  a  fufficiency  to  eompleat  their  works, 
now  in  forwardnefs,  by  adding  flairs,  &c.  and  likewife  to  erc6t 
a  waiting-»hall  for  fervants,  which  would  be  conducive  of  order 
and  fobriety.  The  Houfe,  he  faid,  would  judge  of  the  mea- 
fures.     It  was  indifferent  to  the   condudlors,  who  were  heartily 

'  tired  of  the  bufinefs.  Some  gentlemen,  he  faidj  might  afk, 
why  expences  incurred  on  the  opinion  or  caprice  of  an  individual, 
ll^ould  expe6l  retribution  from  Parliament?  'Having  anticipated 
a  charge,  he  would  add  a  reply.  Every  flep  that  prudence  could 
di<^ate  had  been  taken.  At  the  very  foundation,  the  chara6ier, 
the  firil  then  in  rank,  and  thenr  conceived  the  firil  in  power  in  the 
kingdom,  was  prefent.  Under  his  fpecial  authority  were  the 
dimenfions  and  materials  determined— his  private  munificence 
more  tlnn  defrayed  every  ornament  that  niight  now  fecm  unne* 
cefTary  or  expenfiye.  The  circumflances  of  the  preceding  fef* 
fipn,  he  faid,  were  frefh  in  every  gentleman's  recoUe&ion.  He 
ihould  not  recapitulate  private  difcourfe,  which  no  one  could  con?  . 
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ttovert ;  he  would  appeal  to  the  recoDefHoa  of  fomc  gentlemen, 
to  whom  a  communication  of  what  paiTcd  had  been  immediately 
made. 

In  fed,  he  confidcrcd  the  noble  perfonage  as  petfonally  inte- 
rcfted  in  the  bufmefs,  and  counted  the  meafurc  as  certain,  tnough 
perhaps  it  might  be  remote.  The  whole  procefs  was,  in  fomc 
meafure,  intended  to  be  complimentary.  It  was  now,  alas !  be- 
come commemorative.  Thofe,  he  faid,  who  were  the  oppofi-* 
tidn  of  that  day,  who  loved  the  man,  but  fometimes  difapproved 
the  meafures,  would  not  oppofe  him  ;  and  three  little  months 
fhould  not  have  difmiffed  the  affe6lion  of  his  friends ! 

He  requefted  any  gentleman  who  was  averfe  to  the  petition- 
to  rendering  the  winter  refidence  and  intercourfe  of  fociety  more 
agreeable — to  aflifting  a  deferving  charity,  without  annually  in- 
cumbering the  public— or  who  was  averfe  to  marking  refped^  to 
the  memory  of  the  founder,  to  rife  and  oppofe  it  in  its  prefcnt 
ftage,  as  from  the  prefent  opinion  of  the  Houfe,  Government 
might  judge,  if  it  was,  or  was  not  the  wifh  of  the  public. 

He  faid  he  was  almoft  a  ftranger  to  the  prefent  Adminiftration. 
He  could  not  (in  th6  ordinary  acceptation  of  the  word)  have  the 
moil  remote  demands  on  them  ;  yet  he  felt  moft  ftrong,  forcible, 
and  he  almoft  believed  fuccefsful  grounds  of  claims,  founded  folely 
on  the  known  integrity  of  the  public  intentions,  and  in  the  confci- 
oUs  integrity  of  his  own  conduct. 

He  faid  the  truftees,  as  honeft  men,  muft  be  juft,  before  they 
can  be  bountiful ;  that  the  honeft  artificer,  who  expended  his  pro- 
perty and  his  labour,  had  a  claim  on  a  proportion  of  the  (lender 
pittance,  and  that  the  effefis  of  the  charity  muft  ioftantly  be  re- 
ftrained  ^  that  b«ing  himfelfpcrfedlly  independent,  the  propor- 
tion of  lofs  that  might  fall  on  him,  was  of  little  confequence  ; 
that  his  objects  were  humane,  and  no  one  would  dare  to  fuppofc 
they  were  interefted. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Eichequir. — Sir,  it  is  a  very 
painful  duty  of  my  fituation,  and  veiy  far  from  my  defire  to  in- 
terfere between  the  generoCty  of  the  Houfe  and  the  wilhes  of  the 
honourable  gentleman,  but  the  ncceffities  of  the  country  require 
that  we  fhould  adhere  inviolably  to  the  principles  we  have  laid 
down,  of  reducing  the  public  expences  to  the  narrt)weft  limits 
poffible.  Sir,  .  if  we  were  to  enter  into  every  cxpence  that  had 
merit  tb  recomrt^cnd  it,  our  extravagance  would  be  followed  by 
quick  taxation,  ^d  the  poor  of  the  nation  at  large  would  in 
the  prefent  cafe  be  compelled  to  pay  for  the  fupport  of  the  poor 
in  a  particular  drftri£t.  The  moft  meritorious  charity  we  can  per- 
form is  to  fuffer  the  poor  inhabitants  of  Ireland,  in  as  much  as  we 
can,  to  reft  from  taxation.  It  is  the  duty  of  Government  to  con. 
fider  not  only  the  propriety  of  any  meafure,  but  the  ability  of  the 
nation  to  undertake  it.     We  fee  our  churches  lying  in  riiinsi  our 
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bridges  and  other  pubKc  works  deilroyed  by  floods  and  tempelU 
— ^we  fee  ourfelves  unable  at  the  prefent  moment  to  repair  them, 
how  then  can  any  perfon  complain  if  we  refufe  to  grant  money 
for  lefs  neceflary  objefts  ?  Neither  can  want  of  charity  be  im- 
puted to  us*  for  there  is  no  nation  that  pays  fo  large  a  portioa  of  * 
Its  wealth  in  charity. — ^Thc  charities  6f  Ireland  do  honour  to  its 
national  charafter. 

.The  honourable  gentleman  has  admitted  the  injury  that  mull 
ncceflarily  refult  from  difcharging  debts  incurred  by  private  per- 
fons,  unfanAioned  by  any  vote  of  this  Houfc,  or  by  any  order 
of  Government — now  I  do  moft  folemnly  aflert,  that  it  never  was 
the  intention  of  the  lafl  Government  to  fandion  the  debts  mention- 
ed by  the  honourable  gentleman.  I  aded  under  the  nobleman 
at  the  head  of  that  Government ;  his  communications  were  open, 
l^onell  and  lincere.  I  knew  his  fentiments  upon  the  fubje^l  now 
in  queftion,  and  though  the  munificence  of  his  heart  impelled 
lum  to  beftow  his  private  bounty  upon  it,  he  never  had  a  thought 
of  throwing  fuch  a  bui  den  on  the  public.  This  I  fay  in  honour 
to  his  memory,  not  as  beading  of  his  confidence,  though  honou- 
.  rable  indeed.  I.  do  not  think  his  fentiments  this  year  would  have 
been  different  from  thofe  of  laft ;  certainly  then  he  would  not 
have  laid  thofe  debts  upon  the  public ;  but  as  it  was  not  in  hi? 
nature  to  refill  any  thing  generous  or  charitable,  from  his  private 
munificence  every  thing  was  to  be  expe<Slcd.  Being  now  upon 
the  fabje<El  of  retrenchments,  I  aflert  upon  my  honour,  that  it 
was  the  Duke  of  Rutland's  determined  refolutlon  to  reflrain  the 
public  expences.  This  I  aflert,  as  J  had  it  from  binifelf,  who 
was  the  very  foul  of  honogr. 

Mr.  Trench  faid  in  reply,  that  though  In  a  former  feflion  the 
recorded  fenfe  of  Parliament  was  with  him,  he  did  not  wifli  to 
force  that  Government,  even  if  it  was  in  his  power.  No  indi- 
vidual in  the  kingdom  had  given  more  unequivocal  proofs  of  his 
perfonal  attachment  to  the  Duke  of  Rutland,  or  felt  more  reve- 
rence for  his  memory.  A^  perfonal  matters  had  been  referred  to, 
he  faid  he  was  abfolutely  defired  to  find  out  fome  unexceptionable 
method  of  contriving  the  bufinefs  in  th?  laft:  fpflion  ; — he  moved 
a  return  of  waiting-carriages,  (a  return  that  perhaps  would  be 
more  painful  at  the  prefent)  there  was  a  fufiicient  amount ;  it  waa 
a  concealment  and  fraud  on  the  publlp  5  yet  he  fared  worfe  than 
the  jackal,  for  the  lions  of  Government — the  police  fwallowed 
it  all 

He  lamented  the  certain  neceflity  of  limiting  the  reception  of 
patients,  and  appropriating  part  of  the  funds  to  the  payment  of 
d'-bts  ;  and  that  a  charity  he  liad  fo  ftrenuoufly  laboured  to  ex- 
te.:d  mufl  now  become  contra6led. 

Mr.  CoRRY  requeft^ed  to  be  info'rmed  what  had  been  done,  ox 
what  was  intended  fliould  be  done,  with  the  New  Geneva. 
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Mr.  Sackville  Hamilton  faid  that  the  lands  liad -been  fet 
from  year  to  year  to  the  former  tenants,  who  hdd  at  wijl ;  as  to 
\ht  baildiogs  they  were  not  difpofed  of.  * 

*  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.— If  the  plan  of  edu- 
cation fhall  be  carried  forward  in  the  nianner  it  was  intended, 
thofe  buildings  perhaps  njay  be  applied  to  fot)ae  purpofe  fubfer- 
yient  to  that  plan. 

Mr.  PiTz  HERBERT. — Or  perhaps  they  maybe  appropriated 
to  fom.e  purpofe  of  manufadlure  ;  but  ceitainly  fomething  wili 
very  (hortly  be  done  to  apply  th^m  to  the  beft  advantage  for  the 
public- 
Mr.  BuROH  (of  Oldtown)  requefted  an  explanation  of  the 
charge  o£  6qoo\  for  repairing  fuch  barracks  in  the  kingdom  as 
may  appear  moil  necefTary  independent  of  the  general  feheme, 
^w,  he  faid,  implied  that  there  wag  fome  general  fchemc  with 
vblch  the  Houfe  had  been  made  acquainted  ;  as  an  individual 
Bieraber,  he  poflefled  an  utter  ignorance  of  any  fuch  fcheme,  an4 
wi&cd  tp  be  informed- 

Mr.GuFFE  faid  he  wiftied  to  give  the  honourable  gentleman 
every  degree  of  fatisfaftion  In  his  power,  but  at  prefent  he  was 
not  ready  to  lay  before  the  Houfe  the  fcheme  alluded  to  ;  of  this, 
however,  he  could  afTure  him,  that  a  fcheme  for  the  building  and 
repair  of  barracks,  by  which  from  eight  to  ten  thoufand  a  year 
would  be  faved,  was  almoft  perfeded  ;  and  in  the  mean  time  the 
fum  of  fix  thoufand  pounds  had  been  applied  to  fuch  barracks  as 
more  immediately  called  for  repair. 

Mr.  Burgh  faid  he  thanked  the  right  honourable  gentleman ; 
hut  though  he  had  the  -fullcft  reliance  orj  his  word,  could  not 
take  what  he  faid  as  a  fufiicient ,  anfwer  ;  he  therefore  moved, 
'*  that  the  proper  officer  do  lay  before  the  Houfe  the  particulars 
of  the  general  fcheme  for  buflding  and  repairing  barracks,  refer- 
red to  in  the  Vice  Treafurer's  paper,  No.  3." 

Mr.  Fit ZHEfi BERT  faid  he  feared  the  refolution  propofedby 
the  honourable  gentleman  would  not  go  to  procure  the  informa- 
tion he  defired,  as  there  was  no  officer  who  could  lay  the,  parti- 
culars of  the  fcheme  .before  the  Houfe  ;  bii^  he  pledged  himfelf, 
asfoonas  he  could  learn  the  particulars  of  it,  he  would  come 
forward  and  lay  it  before  the  Houfe ;  in  the  mean  tin^e  he  rcr 
quelled  the  honourable  gentleman  tp  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  BoRGH  withdrew  his  motion, 

A  petition  of  Thomas  Winder,  Efq;  fecretary  for  the  port 
^artmcnt,  to  the  comii^ifljoners  £>£  his  Majefty*s  revenue,  was 
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prefcnted  to  the  Houfe  and  read ;  fctting  forth,  that  by  an  aft 
lutiTed  in  the  nineteenth  and  twentieth*  years  of  his  prefent  Ma- 
jefty,  certain  eftates  and  effefts  of  the  late  Sir  Henry  Cavendiib^ 
baronet,  were  vefted  in  the  chief  commiilioners  of  hia  Majefty's 
revenue  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  in  truft  for  the  difcharge  of 
a  debt  to  the  crown  by  the  faid  Sir  Henry  Cavendifh,  of  which 
there  remained  unpaid  the  fum  of  forty  two  thoufand  five  hun- 
dred and  eighty  nine  pounds  nine  fhiUings  and  four  pence  far- 
thing $  that  in  confequence  of  the  faid  parliamentary  truft,  the 
petitioner  has  been  charged  with  the  execution  and  difpatch  of 
the  neceffary  orders  of  the  truftees  for  the  completion  thereof 
from  its  commencement,  being  now  a  period  of  feven  years ;  that 
the  Houfe,  in  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  his  Majefty's  reign,  were 
j^eafed  to  grant  the  petitioner  the  fum  of  ^ve.  hundred  pounds  as 
a  reward  for  the  trouble  by  him  taken  in  confequence  of  the  truft 
fo  vefted  by  Parlianvent  in  the  commiiHoners  of  his  Majefty's  re- 
venue for  the  recovery  of  the  faid  debt ;  that  the  petitioner  con- 
tinues to  perform  the  bufinefs  under  their  dire^ion  for  the  further 
execution  of  this  truft ;  the  fum '  of  thirty  nine  thoufand  nine 
hundred  and  five  pounds  five  fhillings  and  nine  pence  has  been 
received  in  the  whole  on  account  dF  the  faid  debt ;  that  two 
thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fiffcy  two  pounds  eight  ft  flings 
thereof  have  been  applied  to  the  payment  of  fines  on  the  renewal 
of  different  Icafes  of  the  lands  which  compofe  a  part  of  the  late 
Sir  Henry  Cavendifh*8  faid  eflates  and  efFeds,  and  a  fum  of  t\^o 
hundred  and  fifty  fix  pounds  deven  (hillings  and  eleven  pence 
halfpenny  has  been  dtfburfed  in  hyr  charges 'And  other  neceffary 
cxpences  io  the  pi^ogrefs  of  the  bufinefs ;  that  the  fum  of  thirty 
fix  thoufand  one  hundred  and  nineteen  pounds  eighteen  (hUHaga 
and  three  half-pence  has  been  paid  into  his  Majefty's  treafury, 
and  a  fum  of  Ciyi  hundred  and  feventy  fix  pounds  feven  fhillings 
and  eight  pence  remains  for  the  payment  of  further  fines  oii>  the 
renewals,  of  the  leafes  and  for  defraying  the  charges  of  law  pro- 
ceedings necelTary  for  the  recovery  of  the  remainder  of  that  . 
debt ;  that  in  the  former  part  of  the  execution  of  this  truft  feve- 
ral  of  the  payments  made  into  his  Majefty'a  Treafury  were  in  large 
fums  produced  from  the  fale  of  certain  parts  of  the  eftates  and 
effeds  of  the  faid  Sir  Henry  Cavendifh,  and  from  a  confiderable 
(um  due  to  him,  paid  in  ftt  once  and  applied  in  part  difcharge  of 
his  debt  to  the  Crown  ;  but  fince  the  month  of  February,  1 7^5, 
the  payments  made  to  the  petitioner  has  been  in  fmall  turns,  as 
they  arofe  from  the  rents  only  of  certain  parts  of  thofe  lands,  ^nd 
having  been  tranfmitted  to  the  petitioner  by  bills  of  exchange 
from  time  to  time,  induced  a  very  confiderable  trouble  in  the 
receipt  and  charge  on  him  until  thofe  remittances  fhould  amount 
to  five  hundred  pounds,  when  the  fame  was  lodged  by  him  in  the 
Treafury  in  one  payment ;  that  he  has  with  the  utmoft  attention 
difcharged  this  bufinefs  ;  aad  aa  the  execution  of  the  faid  truft  fo 
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oommttted  to  the  commiffioners  by  Parliament  has  fallen  upon  the 
petitioner,  in  addition  to  the  very  weighty  and  conftant  laborious 
duties  of  his  office  as  fecretaty,  the  petitioner  humbly  reforts  to 
the  wifdom  and  generofity  of  the  ^oufe  for  fuch  furthei^  com* 
penCation  and  reward  as  to  them  (hall  feem  meet. 

A  petition  of  the  cotton,  and  cotton  and  linen  mixed,  manu- 
fadurers  of  the  city  of  Cork,  whofe  names  are  thereunto  fub* 
icribedy  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  and  read ;  fetting  forth,  that 
the  petitioners,  a<^uated  by  the  fpirit  of  emulation,  are  happy  in 
communicating  to  the  Houfe  the  lively  feniie  they  entertain  of  th« 
bounty  granted  them  by  Parliament,  and  are  by  no  means  infen^ 
£ble  of  the  benefit  of  that  fan6iion,  which  has  already  diffiifed 
the  manifeft  extenfion  and  efife^ls  of  induflry  amongii  the  di£fer* 
cut  laaaufa&urers  of  this  kingdom ;  the  petitioners,  thus  en- 
covBraged  by  the  liberality  of  Parliament,  are  nQt  only  emulous  in 
^^^urfuit,  but  alfo  vigorous  in  their  exertions,  to  manufa^ure 
the'-greater  quantity  of  weU  wrought  goods,  by  which  means  the 
inarl^ets  become  cheap,  the  fale  quick  and  profperous,  and'  the 
petitKioers  esaUed  to  £ve  comfortably  by  the  gradations  of 
chearful  induftry ;  the  great  demand  for,  and  confumption  of, 
wool,  cotton,  indigo,  and  other  raw  materials  of  manufa6ture, 
are  obje^s  worthy  of  the  notice  of  the  Irifh  fenate — ^they  not 
only  contribute  to  promote  and  advance  the  Weft  India  and  Lc< 
txat  trade,  but  alfo  enhance  the  wealth  of  the  merchant,  and 
excite  the  /pirit  of  induftry  in  the  order  of  that  community  ;  the 
bounty  of  Parliament  in  this  cafe  has  totally  buried  the  name  of 
bankrupt  in  oblivion,  it  has  effedlually  bani(hed  that  baneful  ap- 
pellation, and  moft  undoubtedly  has  prevented  the  emigration  of 
many  workmen  from  the  kingdom,  who  would  have  been  dif* 
mified  from  their  employment,  obliged  to  leave  their  families  at 
home  in  difbrefs,  and  feek  for  hi^ad  in  diftant  countries,  had  the 
bounty  been  difcontinued ;  the  petitioners,  therefore,  humbly 
&bmit  the  propriety  of  their  allegations  to  the  Houfe,  ftedfaftly 
but  humbly  relying  on  the  wifdom  and  benignity  of  Parliament 
f&F  a  continuance  of  this  bounty,  in  fuch  manner  as  to  the  wif- 
dom of  the  Houfe  (hall  feem  expedient. 


Friday,  January  25,  lySS. 

A  petition  of  John  Edwards  of  Old  Court,  in  the  county  of 
Wicklow,  Efq;  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  and  read ;  fetting 
forth^  that  the  petitionef  ibme  time  fince  embarked  in  the  manu- 
£ei£kure  of  woollen  cloths^  of  wool  the  growth  of  this  kingdom  ; 
that  the  carAcft  ohjeGt  of  his  purfuit  was  by  every  poffible  exer- 
tion to  attain  to  that  degree  of  perfedtion  for  which  England  is 
Co  remarkable ;  that  the  petitioner  obferved  with  concern^  that 
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nearly  our  whole  •  confumptioir  of  that  finer  fpccles  of  narrow 
dothsy  called  forefts,  is  conllantly  fupplied  by  England »  ami  that 
we  are  totally  unequal  to  meet  them  even  in  our  own. markets 
cither  in  quality?  or  price,  notwithllanding  the  duty  and  chargcis 
of  importation,  which  operate  as  a  prote<^ion  of  confequence  ia 
our  favour,  as  they  amount  to  upwards  of  eight  pence  per  yard 
upon  a  cloth  of  four  dr  five  fhilHngs  value  $  that  the  petitioner 
conceiving  this  art  very  attainable  by  proper  and  weft  direfted 
exertions,  has  for  fome  time  palt  dedicated  his  whole  time  'and 
ftudy  to  the  purfuit  thereof,  and  has  perfonally  taken  every 
method  for  information  in  thofe  parts  of*  England  remarkable  for 
the  manufadlute  of  foreft  cloths  ;  and  fhat  he  has  in  confequence 
made  a  moft  fuccefsful  progrefs  therein  at  his  manufactory  at 
Old  Court  in  the  county  of  Wicklow,  eleven  miles  from  Dublin  $ 
that  the  petitioner  has  made  fome  very  material  improvements  in 
the  carding  and  other  machines,  and  would  wifh  by  fuqh  like 
means  to  IcfTen  the  expence  of  the  manufafture,  an  evil  we!' much 
labour  under,  and  alfo  to  fettle  a  little  colony  6f  induftfious  fami- 
lies now  ready  to  come  over  to  him,  but  is  refti^incd  from  carry- 
ing his  purpofes  into  execution  by  the  want  of  a  capital  fuitable 
to  give  energy  to  Mis  endeavours ;  and  therefore  praying  aflrftanccrf' 

A  petition  of  the  Corporation,  or  Prefident  and  Affiftants  infti* 
tuted  for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor,  and  for  punifhing  vagabonds  and 
fturdy  beggars  in  the  county  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  under  thei^ 
common  feal,  was  prefentetf  to  the  Houfe  and  read ;  fetting 
forth,  that  the  charitable  inftitution  of  which  the  petitioners  arc 
the  directors  has  operated  with. great  and  manifefl  advantage  to 
the  city  and  kingdom  at  large  in  fever^l  refpefts,  particularly  in 
affording  immediate  relief  to  helplefs  objedls  of  every  defcriptioni 
without  laying  them  under  a  neceffity  of  procuring  any  recom-^ 
mendations,  fo  that  in  effedl  it  is  fupplAnental  to  every  other 
charity;  that  from  the  8th  November,  1773,  when  the  Houfe 
of  Induflry  was  opened,  to  the  25th  December,  1787,  the 
nunaber  of  perforis  received  into  the  houfe  amounted  to  thirty* 
five  tlioufand  four  hundred  and  ninety-feven,  and  that  there  arc 
in  the  iioufe  on  this  day  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
four  ;  that  the  average  number  from  the  25th  December,  1786, 
to  the  25th  December,  1787,  was  one  thoufand  four  hundred 
and  ninety-four,  an  average  increafed  by  the  addition  of  a  great 
number  of  perfdns  fent  in  during  the  courfe  of  the  year  by  the 
magiftrates  of  the  police,  the  expenfe  of  maintaining  and  cloath- 
ing  whom  (repairs,  houfe-rent,  officers  falaries,  and  all  contin- 
gencies included)  amounted  to  ten  thoufand  one  hundred  and 
twenty  pounds  fifteen  (hillings  and  fix-pence,  as  by  the  fchedulc 
thereunto  annexed  appears  ;  that  on  the  25th' December,  1787, 
the  balance  in  the  hands  of  John  Latouche,  Efq;  treafurer,  was 
two  hundred  and  forty -two  pounds  and  five-pence ;  that  the  pre- 
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fent  Hcmfe  of  Induftry  is  in  fo  ruinous  a  condition,  that  the  hVct 
of  the  inhabitants  are  in  imminent  danger,  and  that  its  being 
utterly  unfit  for  the  purpofes  of  properly  feparating,  claffing  and 
.confining  the  poor  has  prevented  the  petitioners  from  carrying  fo 
fully  into  eSe^  the  ends  of  their  inftitution^  particularly  that  of 
enforcing  labour,  as  they  humbly  conceive  they  may,  if  enabled 
by  Parliament  to  ered  a  new  edifice  upon  an  eligible  plan  ;  and 
'therefore  praying  aid« 

Sir  Francis  Hutchinson  faid  that  the  petition  now  on  the 
table  was  highly  deferving  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  ;  that  the 
iniUtution  to  which  it  prayed  an  aid  was  truly  praife  worthy,  but 
that  the  Houfe  of  Induilry  was  at  prefent  in  fuch  a  ruinous  iitua- 
tion,  that  it  would  require  at  leait  50CX)1.  to  repair  it,  and  build 
an  additional  dormitory* 

Sir  Henry  Cavendish  faid  he  could  not  approve  of  any  ex- 
teniioQ  of  buildings  for  the  reception  of  beggars.  It  would  ope- 
rate, iie  faid,  as  a  preventative  to  induftry,  and  bring  fwarms  of 
idle  mendicants  from  every  part  of  the  country,  to  take  up  their 
abode  in  a  comfortable  refidencc  in  the  metropolis,  where  they 
Would  be  maintained  at  a  very  great  public  expence. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid  he  was  forry  that 
/rom  the  fituation  in  which  he  ftood,  he  found  himfclf  fo  often 
under  a  neccffity  of  refifting  the  wifhes  of  gentlemen  ;  he  admit- 
ted that  the  Houfe  of  Induftry  was  an  exceeding  good  inftitution, 
but  he  would  not  confent  to  lavifti  the  money  of  the  nation  in 
extending  its  buQdings — ^he  undcrflood  (though  the  governors 
had  not  thought  proper  to  communicate  with  him)  that  for  three 
months  paft  advertiferaents  had  been  publifhed,  calling  on  artifts 
to  fumifh  plans  and  eftlmates  for  extending  the  building,  and  that 
fuch  plans  and  eftimates  had  adually  been  laid  before  the  gover- 
nors, which,  as  he  undcrftood,  amounted  to  50,000!.  a  fum  Ef- 
ficient to  build  a  palace  for  Monarchs  inftead  of  an  afylum  for 
beggars ;  but  he  depended  en  the  wifdom  of  the  Houfe,  which 
he  trufted  would  not  confent  to  lavilh  the  nation's  money  in  fuch 
extravagant  benevolence  ;  and  therefore,  to  put  an  end  to  farther 
felicitation,  he  would  move  the  Houfe  to  refolve,  "  That  no 
money  be  granted  this  feflion  of  Parliament  for  any  pier,  har- 
bour, quay,  canal,  navigation,  colliery,  road,  bridge,  mill, 
mill- work,  nor  for  building  or  rebuilding  or  repairing  any  parti- 
cular church  or  cathedral,  or  for  any  hcfpital,  charity  or  public 
inftitution  (except  colleges  or  fchools)  which  has  not  ufually  and 
regularly  received  parliamentary  fupport ;  nor  to  any  individual 
manufadurer  or  company  of  manufadurers,  nor  in  confideration 
of  any  buildings  made  or  to  be  made  by  any  manufaclurer  or  fct 
of  manufaAurers,  unlefs  where  feparate  and  diftindi  revenues  arc 
•r  (hall  be  provided  and  appropriated  thereto.         •    - 
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Mr.  Trench  faid  he  rofe  with  the  grcateft  refpcd  to  the  Ad- 
mimftrattoni  of  the  day,  and  his  lAotive  ,was  to  prevent  their 
plunging,  through  mi&iformation,  into  an  a6l,  in  his  opinion,  of 
ftrongand  flagrant  injuftice  to  the  perfon  who  had  carried  on' the 
new  works  at  the  Lying-in  Hofpital.  He  faid,  a  general  aifer* 
tion  did  Bot  always  include  particular  circumftances ;  he  confi-* 
dered  Kimfelf  as  out  of  the  queftion,  and  was  fatistied  to  abide 
anyperfonal  inconvenience  his  effort  to  fepye  the  public  might 
occafion,  but  in  juftice  to  the  artificers  who  had  placed  a  confi- 
dence in  him,  he  infifted  on  ftating  their  lituation. — Had  the 
fdms  in  queftion  been  withheld  by  that  timid  caution  which  would 
BOW  appear  prudence,  the  roof  would  not  have  been  covered,  the 
windows  iglazed,  nor  would  any,  even  the  moil  neceffary  accom- 
modation have  been  procured. — From  the  great  influx  of  the  pub- 
licy  and  the  bad  condition  of  the  fl:air8,  a  fecond  flair-cafe  was 
neceflary,  workmen  were  now  day  and  night  employed  thereon, 
yet  this  was  a  condu<5l  the  fervants  of  the  Crown  had  thought 
propir  to  cenfure. 

He  had  in  his  hand  a  fummons,  which  he  faid  te  read  with 
much  concern  j  it  was  for  the  governors  to  meet  and  confider  of 
the  neceffity  of  Kpiiting  the  admiffion  of  patients^  and  of  appro*, 
priating  part  of  their  wretched  fund  to  the  difcharge  of  j  aft  debts. 
He  had  determined  to  poftpone  his  private  claims,  but  common 
honefty  required  that  the  demands  of  tradefmen  fliould  be  paid« 
though  the  confequence  mufl:  be,  that  a  number  of  poor  ^womeil 
mufl:  be  refufed  admittance. 

The  public,  he  faid,  were  aware  with  what  fedulous  attention, 
foreign  to  his  line  and  purfuits  in  life,  he  had  for  three  years  paft 
applied  himfelf  to  the  advancement  of  the  charity  and  extenfion  of 
its  works.  He  now^took  leave  of  the  latter  bufinefs  ;  and  though' 
be  ftiould  always,  as  a  faithful  truftee,  take  a  proportionable /hare 
in  the  fuperintendence  of  the  charity,  he  certainly  n^ver  would 
again  interfere  as  one  of  the  committee  for  condu<fting  the  build- 
ings. The  gentlemen  who  were  pleafed  to  undertake  the  ma- 
nagement cf  the  public  entertainments,  were  fully  capable  ;  the 
officers  and  fervants  of  the  hofpitat  would  obey  their  commands  j 
but  from  the  prefent  moment,  he  in  no  ways  confidered  himfelf 
as  refponfible  to  the  public  for  their  acconimodation* — He  con- 
duded  with  declaring,  that  his  perfond  refpcft  to  the  prefent 
Government  was  fuch,  that  he  would  not  move  any  amendment 
to  the  refolution. 

Lord  JocELYN  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  a  lift:  of  peniions  oil 
tlie  civil  eftabliftiment  on  the  25th  of  January,  1788,  viz. 

Reverend    James   Verfchoyle,    Under  Library- 
keeper,  (from  19th  February,  1779,  during        £. 
pkafure)  —  — •  — •  50  -p—  — 
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Reprefcntativc  of  Charles    Hooper   and  Phflip         £*     . 
Martin,  (from    15th  December,   1726,  until 
'2006I.  be  paid  at  one  payment )  —  200  —  •— 

IDavid  Mitchell,  in  truft  for  Mary  Williaras,  alias 
Weft,  iJaughter  of  Lord  Chancellor  Weft, 
(from  9lh  February,  1726,  during  pleafure)         400  —  — 

Reverend  Soren  Kildahl^  minifter  of  a  congrega- 
tion of '  Grerman  Proteftants  in  Dublin,  (from.   . 
1 2th  April,   1786,  during  pleafure)  —  50 ^ 

Countefs .  pf  Brandon,    (from  '  nth    November, 

1742,  during  pleafure)  —  lOO  ■—  -— 

William  Slutrm^n,  Efq;  in  truft  for  Nicholas 
and  Margaret  Netterville,  children  of  Luke 
Netterville,  dcceaifed  (from  1 8th  July,  1744, 
daring  pleafure)  —  —  100  —  —^ 

Reprefentative  of  Sir  Standlfh  Hartftongue,  in 
truft  for  the  children  of  Price  Hartftongue, 
deceafed  (from  30th  Auguft,  1744,  during 
pleafure)  — :  —  ioo  —  — 

Heprefentativc  of  Arthur  Dawfon,  in  truft  for  the 
children  of  Henry  Hamilton,  deceafed  (from 
30th  Auguft,  1744,  during  pleafure)         —         ibo  ^—  — 

Dublin  Society,  (from  26th  March,  1746,  during 

pleafure)  "  —  —  ^00  —  — 

Anne  Palmer,  now  Finch,  to  her  and  Edward 
Finch,  her  hufband,  for  their  lives  (from  29th 

July,  1746)  —  —  8op 

'Addition  —  ,  .  —  200  —  — 

Reprefentative  of  the  Right  Honourable  Natha- 
niel Clements,  in  truft  for  the  children  of  John 
Clements,  deceafed  (from  7th  Auguft,  1 746, 
during  pleafure)  —  —  IOO  —  r- 

Peter  Carnac,  (from  21ft  February,  1748,  during 

pleafure)  —  —  —  36  rp  — 

Ifaac  Camac,  (from  2ift  February,  1748,  during 

pleafure)  —  '      ^—  36  10  — 

Sarah  de  lai  Poir,    (from    12th    Ap"l>     '750f 

during  pleafure)  —  —  36  10  — 

Charlotte  de  la  Bouchetier,  (froni   12th  April, 

1750,  during  pleafure)  —  .54   15  — 

Chriftlan  ^roder,  (from  15th  December,  1750, 

during  pleafure)  —  —  1 000  —  -— 

-Addition,     (from     ift     May,      1767,     during 

pleafure)         x      —  — »  —  lOOO  —  — - 

Reprefentative  of  Alderman  Hans  Bailie,  in  Dub- 
lin, in  truft  for  the  widow  and  children  of 
Richard  Annefley,  clerk,  deceafed  (from  6th 
April,  i753i  during  pleafure)  —  150  —  ■— 

Soh.  VIII.         '  D 


Digitized 


by  Google  ~ 


14  PARLIAMENTARY  [Jam.  i^, 

Henrietta  Haflard^  in  truft  for  the  children  of  the 

late   David   Chaigneau,  Efq;  deceafed  (^frqm  ^. 

24th  October,   1763,  during  pleafure)       -^^        .150  —  — ^ 

Right  Honourable  Lady  Anne  Daly,  (from  6th 

April,   1753,' during  pleafurej  —  lOO  — 

Elizabeth  Pain,  (from  6th  Aprd,   J  753,  during                      "    . 
pleafure)  —  —      *       -*  30 

Mary  Hamilton,  and  Anne  and  Mary,  her  daugh- 
ters, and  furvivors  (from  21  ft  Februaiy,  1755, 
during  pleafure)  —  —^  150 

TSiarianne   de   Aveffcin,    (from    2lft   February, 

^755>  during  pleafure)  —  *8     5  — 

Margaret  Therond J  (from2i.ft  February,  1755, 

during  pleafure)  —  —  ^317^ 

Executors  of  Charles  Ufher,  in  truft  for  Harriet 
Molefworth,  (from  15th  January,  1756,  dur- 
ing life)  —  —  70  —  — 

Louifa   Ponfbnbyy  (from    15th  January,    1756, 

during  life)  —  — ^^       .  70  — -  — ?• 

Elizabeth  Molefvvorth,  (from  15th  January, 
^1756,  during  life)  —  —  70  — ^  ' — 

Terduiand,'  Duke  of  Brunfwick  and  Lunenberg, 

(from  3fft  Auguft,   1758,  during  life)       — ^       2000 -- 

XdJftion,    (from     19th    June,     17671     during 

pleafure)  —  —  2000 

Second  addition,  (from    r7th  November,   1778, 

for  31  years,  from  lOthOdobef,   1778,  1200 r- 

George  Boyd,  Efq;  affignee  of  the.  reprefenta- 
tive  of  Bellingham  Boyle,  (from  1 6th  Septem- 
ber,    1758,    31     years,     from     Midfumriier^ 

175^).  —  .  —  —  800  —  — 

Lady  Clifdcn,  (from   14th  Auguft,   1758,  dur-, 

ii:g  pleafure )^'  —  —  Ijo  —  — 

Reprefeiitative  of  Lord  Havs^ke,  (from  "  7th 
March,  1760,  during  the  life  of  Martin' 
Bbden-  Hawke)  —  —  —      -.  2006 

Charles,  Vifcount    Ranelagh    (from    2 2d  July, 

1760,  during  pleafure)  —  —  300  *—  — 

Addition,  (from     loth    Odlbber, .  1 7 64,  during 

pleafure)  —  — r-  lOO  --^  -— . ' 

Reprefentative  of  Amalie  SophFe  Marianne, 
Countefs  of  Yarmouth,  (from  i8th  Auguft,, 
1760,  31  years  from  Midfummer,   I760,  4000  — ^  — 

Reprefent?tive  of  William  Chaigneau,  Efq;  af- 
fignee of  John  Calcraft,  Efq;  affignee  of  James, 
Lord  Tyravvtey,  (from  8th  January^  1761, 
31  years  from  2 9 til  November,   (760)  "  500  — '  -— 
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Martha,  Lady  Beauclerk,  widow  of  Lord  Henry'        £.    . 
Beauclerk,  in  truft  for  her  daughters,  (efta* 
blilhed  1761,  during  pleafure)  —  4CX5  —  — 

Mrs.  Macartney,  (eltablifhed  1761,  during 
pleafure)  — ,  ^ —  200  —  ^-^ 

.  Rcprefentative  of  Princefa  Amalie,  (from  25th 

June,  1761,  31  years  from  21ft  May,  1761)         looo  -*-  — 

Rcprefentative  of.  'I'homas  Gumming,  Gent, 
(from  i8lh  January,  1762,  31  years  from 
1 8th  November,  1761)  —  50O  —  — 

John  Stear,  affignee  of  Philip  Francis,  (from 
loth  November,  1762,  31  years  from  i6th 
September,  1762)  —  —  600  —  •— r 

Penelope  Viftor,  (from  19th  April,  1763,  dur- 
ing pleafure)  —  —  100  — *•  — < 

ULichard  Lawlefs,  Efq;  affignee  of  Robert  Birch, 
Efq;  affignee  of  Charles  O'Hara,  Efq;  (from 
iith  June,   1763,  31    years  from  Lady-day, 

763)  —  -^  ^00 ' —  — 

William  Green,  Efq;   (from  20th  April,  1763, 

during  pleafure)  —  —  jO  •*-  ^-^ 

Rcprefentative     df     George    Cockburn,     Efq; 

affignee  of  Thomas  Monck,  Efq;  affignee  of 

Henry   Mitchell,    Efq;    affignee    of    Dudley 

Cofby,  Efq;  (from  31ft  May^   1763,  31  years 

from  Lady-day,   1763)  —  —  1^0  -*-  — <- 

Executors  of  the  Earl  of  Bleffington,  in   tfuft 

for  Harriet   Molefworth,    (from    17th   May, 

1763,  during  pleafure)  --.     —  l^O  —  — ' 

Louifa    Ponfonby,    (from    17th    May,    i'763, 

during  pleafure)  —  -*-  130  —  — 

Elizabeth  Molcfworth,  (from  17th  May,    1763, 

during  pleafure)  —  —  130  —  -j-*  - 

George  Charles,  Efq;  (from  15th  July,  1763,  31  . 

years  from  Lady  day,  1763,  —  lodo  —  -^ 

Executors  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  in  truft  for 

Louifa  Fitzpatrick,  (from  26th  Auguft,  1763, 

during  life)  -*-  —  —  leo  -^  — • 

Richard  Fitzpatrick,  from  26th  Auguft,  1763, 

during  life)  — -  —  lOQ  -—  — 

Harriet  Vernon,    (from    '26th   Auguft,     1763, 

during  life)  —  —  100  — -  — • 

Caroline  Vernon,    (from    26th  Auguft,    1763^ 

during  life)  -*-  —  100  —  — ^ 

Elizabeth  Vernon,  (from    26th  Auguft,   1763, 

during  life)  —  —  —  lOO  -—  -^ 

Rcprefentative  of  William  Chaigneau,  Efq;  af- 
fignee of  Edward  Wefton,  Efq;  (from  26th 
J>  ^ 
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Aiiguft,  1763,    31    years  from  Midfummer^        £^ 

John,  Earl  of  Sandwich,  and  George  Grenville, 
Efq;  in  truft  for  the  Pnncefs  Aiigufta,  (from 
29th  March,   1764,  <luringlife)  -i-  5000  —  — 

Charles,  Duke  of  Richmond,  in  truft  for  iiady 

Louifa  Mary  Lenox,  wife   of  Lord   George 

'   "Henry  Lenox,  (from  24th  May,  1764,  during 

pleafure)  —  —  500  —  -^ 

Rcprcfentative  of  Philip,  Vifcount   Strangfoid, 
,  '-jn truft  for  his  two  daughters,  (from  z8tE  *Scp-     ' 
.  tetnber,  1764,  during  pleafure)  —  250  —  — 5- 

iiliirence    Brodcrick,  clerk,    in    truft   for   Mrs.       ' 

."--Catherine  Bathurft,  (from  3d  December,  1764,  . 
during  pleafure)  - .      —  ■—  400  —  — 

Elizabeth  Mordaunt,  (from  15th  March,  i']6$y 

during  pleafure)      -  —  — y'  450  —  — 

George  Whitelocke,  (from  ift  June>  1765,  dur» 

ing  pleafure)  *-^  '         ,—  .  200  —  — 

Eieonora  Symmer,  (from  ift  June,  1765',  dur- 
ing pleafure)  -li-  .     — «    .  lOo  —  -— 

Duke  of  Gloucefter,  (from  i ft  May,  1767,  dur- 
ing pleafure)  '   —  —        '        3000  —  -*— ' 

Duke  of  Cumberland,  (from  ift  May,  1767,  dur- 
ing pleafure)        .  - —  ■  —  3000  —  — 

Eli/*fibeth    Harrifon,  (from   26th   April,    1768^ 

durirrg  pleafure)  ■—  —  j^O  —  — 

Anna     Helena    Heatley*     (from    26th    Aprils 

176I5,  during  pleafure)       '  —  *  j^O  —  — 

Barbara   Wight,   ftlias     Mitchell,    widow,    and  ' 

Frances  Mitchell,  fpinfter  (from   25th   June, 
1768,  during  pleafure)  — .  50  —  — 

Vinclion  Defvotux,  minifter  of  the  Fren^ch  chi^n*ch 
?t  Fortariington,  (frbm  25th  Jun'e,  1768,  dur- 
ii?g  pleafure)        "        .    -^  —  j^O  —  — 

Miirf  "Hufiey,  widow   (from   29th  June,    1768,, 

dunng  pUafiire)  '    —  '  —  200  —  — "^ 

Thotp.as  Cough,  Efq;  (from  7th  November, 
■  1769^  during  plfafiirc;)      '  —  2QO  —  — 

Repreftniative  of  Jeremiah  Dyfon,  (from  23d' 
FebruiMV,  1770,  lives'  of  his  three  fons,  Jere- 
miah, George  and  Henry,  and  furvivors)    '  lOOO  — -  — 

Peter  Gervais,  (from  21ft  March,  1770,  during 

pleafure)  —  -^     ."  '    91      j  — * 

Jofhua,  Viicount  Allen  (from  26th  April,  1770,     •     ^ 

during  pleafu -e)  -^       -  —  -  600  —  — 

Catharine  Skeflington,  (from   9th  June,  1770, 

during  pleafure)  —  —  •  300  —  — 
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Anna  Mana  Hewitt,  (from  9th  June,    1770,        £. 
during  pleafyrc-)  -^  —  ^oo  —  — 

Lady  Coayngham,  (from  9th  June,  1 770,  dur- 
ing pleafurc)  —  •—  600  —  — 

Elizabeth  Biddle,  (from    ift  November,  1770, 
durine  pleafurc)  —  "     —  150  — — 

Mary  Eliza  Vallancey,  (from  17th  December, 
1 770>  during  pleafurc)  —  75 

Trances  Prefton  Vallancey,  (from  17th  Decern-    * 
bcr,  1770,  during  pleafure)  —  75  —  — 

Letitia  Prefton  Vaflancey,  (from  I7tb  Decem- 
ber, 1770,  during  pleafure)  —  75  —  — 

Elizabeth   Vallancey,    (from    17th    December, 

1770,  during  pleafure  J-  — ^  ♦^j  _  _ 
HeftorMunro,  (from  9th  January,  177 1,  dur- 
ing pleafure)                  —                     —                100  —  — 

Ann  Scanlan,  wife  of  John  Scanlan,  for  her  folc 

andfeparatc  ufc,  (from  3 ill  Odober,  i77l> 

during  pleafure)  - —  —  lOO  —  — 

John  Swan,  vfi  trufl  for  Maria  Swan,  (from  31ft 

06lober   1771,  during  pleafure)  —  50 

George  Dunbar,  Efqj'(from  3ift06lober,  1771, 

during  pleafure)    .  -r—    .         —  300  -—  — 

John  Miibanke,  Efq;  (from  31ft  Odlober,  1771,  - 

during  pleafure)  _       .     — ,  —         1070  —  — 

Hugh  VaJence  Jones,  Efq;  (from  3ifl:Odober, 

1 77 1,  during  pleafure)  —  —         1070 

John  Pennefather,  (from  31ft  Odober,    1771, 

during  pleafure)  —       ^         -^  30 7 

Wniiam  Pennefather^  (fit)m3ift  Odober,  1771, 

during  pleafure)  —  —  30 

Mary  Pennefather,  (from  31ft  Odober,    177 1, 

during  pleafure)  —  —  ^o  —  -— 

Charity  Pennefather,  from  31ft  Odober,   1771, 

.  during. pleafure)  —  —  30 

Catherine    Pennefather,    (from    31ft    Odober, 

..1 77 1,  daring  pleafure)  —  —  30  —  — 

Margaret  Pennefather,  ( from  3 1  ft  Odober,  1 7 7 1 , 

,  during  pleafure)    .  —  —  30 i- 

Cofty  Neftntt,  Efq;  (from  31ft  06bbcr,  1771, 
during  pleafure)  —  —  300  —  — 

Addition,  (from  7.th.June,  17 76, during  pleafure)       200 

Lucy  Vilkiieufve,  (from  27th  March,  17 72,  dur- 
ing jfefure)  —  .         —  —  100  —  — 
Robert  Adair,  in  truft  for  his  children,    Robert, 
Diana,  and  Elizabeth  Adair,  (from  24th  June, 
.1772,  during  pleafurej             —    .     .    —           500  —  — 
Henry   Meredyth,    Gent,  (from  22d  Odober, 
1772,  during  pleafure)            —            — *          500  —  •— 
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Elizabeth  Reynolds,  (from  2zd  Odober,  1772,        /. 

during  pleasure)  —  -*-  200  -r—  -y?- 

Anne  Moore,  (from  22d  Oftobcr,  1772,  during 

pUdfure)  —  —  —  100  "f 

Jane  Gordon,  fpinfter,  (from  22d  OAober,  1772, 

during  pleafure)  \  —  —  jo  -^  — ^ 

Harriet  Gordon,  fpinfter,  (from    2 2d  Odlober, 

1772,  during  pleafure)  —  —  jp  .—  -«. 
Charles  Tottenham,  Efa;  (from  jft  December, 

1773,  during  pleafure)  —         — r  600  —  r^ 
William  Montgomery,  Efq;  (from  ift  December, 

1773,  during  pleafure)  -r-  -^  6co r 

Sir  Skeffington  Smith,  Bart,  (from  nth  Februa- 
ry, 1774;  during  pleafure)  — -  500  -—  — r 

Edward  Crofby,  Efq;  in  trnft  for  Sir  Edward 
Cro(by,  Bart,  (from  21ft  April,  1774,  during 
pleafure)  —  —  -^  150     —  -t- 

Richard  Crolby,  Efq;  (from   21ft  April,    1774, 

during  pleafure)  —         -      ^ —  j^o  r^  — 

Mary  Crofby,  (from   21ft  April,   17 74,  during 

pleafure)  —  - —  go  ^ ? 

Dorothy  Crofby,  (from  zi^  April,  1774,  dur- 
ing pleafure)  —  - —  50  —  --^ 

Carey  Caroline  Lill,  (from  24th  November,  1 774, 

during  pleafure)  • —  —  300 ^ 

Margaret   Butler,   (frpm  24th  November,  1774, 

during  pleafure)  —  —  »50  t—  — 

Addition,  (froni  7th  June,    1776,   during  plea- 
John  Larpent,  Efo;  (from  2d  June,  1775,  dur* 

ing  pleafure)  —  —  450  — »-  — -• 

Elizabeth  Sneyd,  fenior,  and  her  daughter  Eliza- 
beth Sneyd,  the  younger,  and  furvivor,  ( from 
22d  January,   1776,  during  pleafure)  —         j;oo  —  — ^ 

John  Wynne,    (from    7th   June,    1776,  during 

pleafure)  —  —  lOO  —  — r 

Robert  Hellen,  and  Dorothy  his  wife,  and  furvi- 

Tor,  (from  7th  June,  1776,  during  pleafure)  100  —  --^ 

Thomas,  Earl  of  Hovvth,  (from  7th  June,  1776, 

during  pleafure)  —  —  500  —  *--^ 

Catherine  Fitzgerald,  (from  7th  June,  I776,dur-         '  ' 

ing  pleafure)  . —  — -_  400  —  — 

Thomas  Coghlan,  Efq;  (from  7th  June,  1776, 

during  pleafure)  —  —  300  —»  ■*— 

Addition,  (from  25 tb  November,  1785,   during 

pleafure)  —  —  350  —  — *- 

Philippa  Smith,'  (from  7th  June,  1776,  during 
pleafure)  -r  /       — •  }2j  —  i,^ 
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Elizabeth  Delemain,  {from  7th  June,  I776,dur-        £. 

ingpleafure)  —  —  75  —  — 

George,  Earl  of  Belvedere,   {from   7th   June, 

1776,  during  pleafure)  —  —         800  —  ^ 

Richard  Malone,  (from  7th  June,   1776,  during 

pleafure)  ^ —  —  200 — 

Connell  Vereker,  from  (7th  June,  1776,  during 

pleafure)  —  .  —  150 

Edward  Bulkeley,  {from  7th  June,  1776,  during 

pleafure)  —  — ,  —         250  —  — 

Addition,  (^fr0m.2Qth  December,  1780,  during 

^    pleafure)  —  —     '  2jo 

John  Swan,  Efq;  (from  7th  June,   1776,  during 

pleafure)  —  —  200 

Thomas  Racket t,  (from  7th  June,  1776,  during 

pleafure)  -  •    —  —  300 

Edward  Smith,  Efq;  (from  7th  June,  1 776,  dur- 
ing pleafure)  —  —  3  GO 

Sarah  Norm»n,  .widow,  {from  7th  June,    1776, 

during  pleafure)  —  —  1 00 

Jacob  Downing  Pickford,  Efq;  {from  7th  June, 

1776,  during  pleafure)  -.—  250  —  r— 

George  Mecham,  (from  7th  June;,  1776, -during 

pleafure)  —  —  - —  36  —  — 

Charlotte  Lill,   (from  7th  June,  1776,  during 

pleafure)  —  —  100 

Bridget  Porter,  (from  7tli  June,  17 76,  during 

pleafure)  —  —  50  —  — 

John  Staples,  Efq;  (from  7th  June,  177^?  during 

pleafure)  —  —  600 

Elizabeth  Fauquiere,  (from  7th  June,  1776,  dur- 
ing pleafure)  —  —  200 

John  Damer,  Efq^  (from  7tb  June,  1776,  during 

pleafure)  —  —  500  ■-«-  -^ 

Marcella  Marftiall,    (from   7th  Auguft,    J 776, 

during  pleafure)         '        —  —  100  —  -^ 

Margaret  Mitchell,  (from    7th  Auguft,  1776, 

during  pleafure)  —  .  —  250  — 

Terefa  Booker,  (from  26th  November,    1776, 

during  pleafure)  —  —  5°- 

Catherine  Robinfon,  (from  ^6th  Novemer,  1 776, 

during  pleafure)  —  —  jo  —  — 

Edward  Coke,  Efq;  (from  lOth  December,  1 776, 

during  pleafure)  —  —  50 

Robert  Barry,  Efq;  (from  loth  December,  1 776, 

during  pleafure)  —  —  200  —  — 

John,  Lord  Baron  Kinfale,^ora  21ft  January, 
*777>  d)jring'pleafur6)  -.-  -^  400  —  -p 
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Addition,  (from  25th  November^  1785,  during        £^, 

pleafurc)  —  — .  joo  —  -^ 

Lord  Earlsfort,  aflignee  of  Sir  Nicholas  Lawlefs, 
aflignee  of  Edward  Moore,  (from  ijlh  March, 
1777,  for  30  yearB  from  Lady -day,  1776,  J  000  -^  — - 

Addition,  —  —  700  -r-  •^— 

Juliana  Howe,  (from  30th  April,  1778,  during 

life)  —  -^  750  —  — 

Anna  8 ufan na  Ethelreda  Draper,  (from  7th  De- 
cember, 1778,  during  pleafure)  -^  150  —^  r-* 

Albert  Nefbitt,  clerk,  (from  20th  Auguft,  1780, 

during  pleafure)  «__  _  jooo  —  ^^ 

John,  Lord  Mayo,  (from  29th  December,  1780, 

during  pleafure)  —  ' —  1033  —r  - — 

Edward    Tighe,   Efq;    (from   20th  December, 

1780,  during  pleafure)  — .  400  -?—  — • 

Ifabclla  Frances  Francis,  (from  20th  December, 

1 780,  during  pjeafiife)  r—  150  r—  —^ 

Richard;  EarlofCavan,  (from  20th  December, 

1780,  during  pleafure)  —  300  —  -— ? 

James  Young,  Efq;  (from  20th  December,  1780, 

during  pleafure)  —  —  300  -^  -— 

Francis  Bernard  Beamifh,  Efq;  (from  20th  De- 
cember, 1780,  during  pleafure).  —  300  —  — ? 

James  Carique  Ponfonby,  Efq;  (from  20th  Dc-  ^ 

ceinber,  1780,  during  pleafure)  — '  ,.  400  -—  — • 

Addition,  (from  25th  November,   1785,  during 

pleafure)  ^—  .  —  ?oo  —  —9 

Ponfonby  Tottenham,  Efq;  (from  20th  Decem- 
ber, 1780,  during  pleafure,  —  300  -—  — 

James  Somerville,  Efq;  (from   20th  December, 

1780,  during  pleafure)  • —    ^  300  —  — . 

Robert  Sibthorpe,  Efq;  (from  20th  December, 

1780,  during  pleafure)  — •  ?oo  — -  — -^ 

John  Evans,  Efq;  (from  20th  December,  1786, 

during  pleafure-)  —  ^r-  120  — i— * 

Richard  Jones,  (from  2©th  December,  T780,  dur- 
ing pleafure)  —  —  400  —  — .. 

Robert  Gamble,  Efq;    (from   20th  December, 

1780,  during  pleafure)  —   v  500  —  — . 

George  Gamble,  Efq;  in  truft,  to  pay  thereout 
I  ool.  a  year  to  Sarah  Norman,  widow,  his  lifter, 
(from  ?.oth  December,  1780,  during  pleafure)       300  — -  — 

Edward  Sterling,  (from  20th  December,   1 7801 . 
during,  pleafure)  —  —  200  —  r?^ 

Henry  Meredyth,  Efq;  in  truft  for  Lctitia  Mere-  . 
dyth  and  Judith  Woodward,  (from  20th  De- 
f^einBcr,  1780,  diiring  plealiire)  *-^        ^60  -^  .^ 
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Mary  Cootc,  (from  20th  December,  1 780,  dur-         £. 
ing  pleafure)  .  "T  -  —  4^^  —  *"" 

Sir  John  Hafler,  Knight,  and  Sarah  Hafler,  his 
daughter,  and  furvivQr.  (from  20th  IJecember, 
1780,  during  pleafure)  .  —  ijO  -—  — 

Edward  Storey,  clerk,  in  truft  for  Catharine 
Hannah  Sneyd,  (from  151th  February,  1781, 
during  pleafure)  .—  '  300  —  — 

Henry   Grove,  Efq;  {from   nth   April,   1 781, 

during  pleafure)  —  lOO  —  — 

Lord  Rodney,  (from   7th  April,   1781,  during    . 
life)  —  —  2000  —  — ' 

After  his  death,  there  is  granted  of  faid  pen- 

fion,  during  their  lives,  to 

George  Rodney,  Efq;  —    .      • —  1 000  —  — 

And  to  him  in  truft  for  Lady  Rodney,         ^500  -—  ^— 
John  Rodney,  —  — -  100  —  — ^ 

Jane  Rodney,  —  —  —-         100  —  — 

Henrietta  Rodney;,  — ^  1 —  ico  —  •— 

Anne  Rodney,  ' —  —  100  —  — 

Sarah  Rodney,  .    —  —  ,     1 00  --^  -^ 

William  Green,  Efq;  (from    i8th  July,  1781, 

during  pleafure)  —  —  400  — ^  — 

Catherine    and    Anne    Kennedy,   and    furvlvor 

(from  i8th  July,  1781,  during  pleafure)  100.— r  — 

Robert  Emmet,  doftor  of  phyfick,  in  truft  for 
Harriet  Temple,  (frt>m  4th  February,   1 782, 

during  pleafure).  —  .  —  50  —  -^- 

Anne  Temple,  (from  4th   February,    1782, 

during  pleafure)  —  —  50 ^ 

Mahetabcl  Temple,  (from  4th  February,  1782, 

during  pleafure)  —  — .  50 ^ 

parriet  Temple,  (from  4th  February,   17S2, 

during  pleafure)  —  — ^  ^o  —  «— ?♦ 

Guftavus  Hume,  Efq;  in  truft  for  Mary    Bur- 
leigh, to   fupport  her  four  children,  Richard 
Mayne  Burleigh,  Thomas  Worfley  Burleigh,    . 
Frances  and  Anne  Burleigh,  (from  4th   F^-r 
bruary,  1782,  <ftiring  pleafure)  •—  |oo  —  — • 

Robert  French,  Efq;  in  truft  for  Franpes  New- 
burgh,  to  fupport  her  three  children,  Arthur 
Robert,  Frances  and  Mary .  Elizabeth,  (from 
4th  Feb  Alary,   1782,  during  pleafure)       -^         ^00  —  —* 

Elizabeth  Dunkin,  (from  4th  February,  1782, 

during  pleafure)  —  —  i20  — ^ '— 

William,  Vifcount  Chetwynd  (from  25th  June, 

J  78:?,  during  pleafure)  -^  409 '—  "^ 
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Owen  SaJibury  Brcrcton,  Efq;  in  truft  for  the        £. 

fole  and  feparate  ufe  of  Sufanna,  Vifcountcfs 

Chctwynd  (from  25th  June,  1782,  during  her 

coverture,  and  during  pleafure)  —  400  r 

Right  Honourable  Henry  Theophilus  Clements, 

in  trufl  for  Henry,  Lord  Baron  Aylmer,  Lady 

Aylmer,  his  wife,  and  their  children  Matthew, 

Henr)',  Frederick,  Whit  worth  and  Rofe  Aylmer 

(from  24th  February,  1783,  during  pleafure)  400  —  — 
William     Lodge,    clerk,  (from    ijth    Auguft, 

1783,  during  life)  —  -—  200  —  — 

Edwarda   Lodge,  widow,  {from   15th   Auguft, 

1783,  during  life)  —  —  100  —  — 
Jolin  Fofter  and  Thomas  Burgh,  Efqrs.  in  tnift 

for  John  Burgh,  (from  19th  December,  1783, 

during  pleafure)  *  —  —  1 000  —  — —  , 

Eh'zabeth  Burgh,  (from  I9tli  December,  1783, 

during  pleafure)  —  —  300  —  -— 

Catherine  Burgh,  (from  rpth  December,   1783, 

during  pleafure)  —  —  250  —  -— 

Mary    Burgh,    (from    19th    December,    1783, 

during  pleafure)  —  —  250  —  — 

Ann^  Burgh,  (frorti  19th  December,  1783,  dur- 
ing life)  -—  —  200 — 

Conftantia  Maria   Wren,  (from   6th    February, 

1784,  during  pleafure)  —  70  —  — . 
Dame  Mary  Roche,  (from   19th  March,,  1784, 

during  pleafure)  —  —  200  -^  — 

Arabella  Hamilton,  and  Elizabeth,    Mary  and 

Ifabella,  her  daughters,  and   furvivors,  (from 

1 8th  June,  1784,  during  pleafure)  —  500  —  »— 

John   Stephen  Lewis  de  Joncourt,  (from    30th 

Oftober,   1784,  during  pkafure)  —  200  —  •— 

Faithful   Fortefcue,  Efq;  (from    30th  Odtober, 

1784,  during  pleafure)  — ^  100  —  — 

Henry    Harrifon,  (from   30th    06lober,    1784, 

during  pleafure)  —  —  lOO  —  — 

William   Taylor,   Gent,     (from    ^d  December, 

1784,  during  pleafure)  —  113  Ij  _ 
Edward  Hamilton,  Efq;  in  truft  for  Catherine, 

Mary,  Anne,  Elizabeth  and  Arabella  Hamil-       , 
ton,  daughters  of  the  late  Jofhua  Hamilton, 
and  the  furvivor  of  them  (from   19th  March, 

1785,  during  pleafure)  —  200  •—  — ^ 
James  Anthony  du  Rouveray,  Efq;  (from  19th 

March,  1785,  during  pleafure)  -r-  300  —  — ^ 
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Anne  Copinger,  (from  30th  May,  17S5,  diir» 
ingpleafure)  —  — 

Catherine  Ridge,  (from  5th  Odober,  1785,  dur- 
ing pleafure)  t-  — ? 

Sarah  Ridge,  (from*  5th  October,  178^,  dur- 
ing pleafure)  —  — 

Anne  Ridge,  (from  5th  0(^ober,  J  785,  during 
pleafure)  —  — 

Elizabeth  Ogle,  (from  i6th  Aqguft,'  1785,  dur- 
ing pleafure)  —  — 

Jane  Modre,  (frpm  i6th  Auguft,  1785,  during 
pleafure)  —  — 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bourchier,  (from  25tTi  Novem- 
ber,   1785,   during  pleafure)  — 

Thomas,  Earl  of  Weftmeatlr  (from  25th  Novem- 
ber,  1785,    during   pleafure)  — 

Sir  James  May,  Bart,  (from  25th  Noven>ber, 
1785,    during  pleafure)  — 

John  Newman,  Efq;  (frqm  25th  November, 
1785,    during   pleafure)  — 

Alderman  Thomas  Emerfon,  and  Catherine  his 
wife,    and   furvivor   (from    25th    November, 

1785,  during  pleafm-e)  — 
A.Tine  Pringle  and  Mary  Pringle,  and  furvivor 

(froin  25th  Nov^mK^r,  1785,  during  pleafure) 
Robert  Jephfon,  and  Jane  his  wife,  and  furvivor 

(from  25th  l^ovember,  1785,  during  pleafure) 
France^  Benfon,  and  Mary  her  daughter,  and 

furvivor  (from   i;5th   October,    1785,  during 

pleafure)  — -  — 

Sir  Richard  Johnfton,  Bart,  (from  25th  Novem-  " 

ber,  1785,    during   pleafure)  — 

Sir  William  Godfrey,  Bart,  (from  25th  Novem- 
'    ber,     1785,    during  pleafure)  — 

Thomas  Trulock  Bookey,  (from  4th  February, 

1786,  during  pleafure)  — 
William  Trulock  Bookey,  (from  4th  February, 

1786,   during   pleafure)'  — . 

i.ord  Vifcount  Pery,  (from  iitji  May,  1786, 
during  life)  —  — 

William  King,  (from  6th  September,  178$,  dur- 
ing life)  —  — 

Robert  Shaw,  of  Dublin,  merchant  (from  6th 
September,  r786,  during  the  life  of  Robert 
Shaw,  junior,  bis  ejdeft  fon)  ,     r-  800  —  --» 
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Robert  Shaw,  of  Dublin,  merchant  (from  6th .      £. 
September^  1786,  during  the  life  of  Bernard 
Shaw,  his  fecond  fon)  —  700  —  — 

Robert  Shaw,  of  Dublin,  merchant  (from  6th 
September,  1786,  during  the  life  ,of  Mary 
Shaw,  his  eldeft  daughter)  —  250  —  — 

Edward   Gleadowe,  Efq;    (from   i8th  Auguft, 

1786,  during  pleafurc)  —  lOO  — . —   . 

Mary  EUIs,  (from    i8th  Auguft,  1786,  during 

pleafure)  —  -^     •  200  —  — 

Juliana  Southwell,  (from   iSth  Auguft,  1786, 

during  pleafure)  —  200  —  -— 

James  Ormfby  and  Jane  his  wife,  and  furvivor 

(from  1 8th  Auguft,   1786,  during  pleafure)  200  —  -— 

Sir  John   Stuart  Hamilton,    Bart,  (from    i8th 

Auguft,  1786,  during  pleafure)  —  300  —  <^-. 

Right  Honourable  Henry  Theophilus  Clements, 
in  truft  for  John,  Henry  and  Margaret  Neft)itt, 
and  furvivor  (from  i8th  Auguft,  1786,  dur- 
ing pleafure)  — -  —  75  "^  ""* 

Mary  Roberts,  (from   28th   December,    1786, 

during  pleafure)  —  .  150  —  — 

Elizabeth  Barclay,  (from  28th  December,  1786, 

during  pleafure)  -*-  80  —  -^  * 

Florinda  Ellifon,  (from  9th  January,  1787,  dur- 
ing pleafure)  .  —  200  — -  — 

Catherine  Kendell  and  Elizabeth  Boffugue,  and 

furvivor    (from    9th   January,    1787,  during  . 

pleafure.)  .  -7-  —  1^0  —  —  ■ 

Elizabeth  Lambert,  (from  9th  January,   1787, 

,      during  pleafure)  ,  -—  100 ;• 

Anne  Leland,  widow  (from  9th  January,   1787, 

during  pleafure)  —  :  — :  100  ' —  — 

Anne  Leland,  Mary  Leland  and  Elizabeth  Le- 
land, and  furvivor  (from  9th  January,  1787, 
during  pleafure)  .,  •— ••  —  100  —  —  S 

Frances  Arabella  Kennedy,  (from  9tli  January, 

1787,  during  pleafure)       .  r.     ^ —  JOO  —  — - 

Frances  Mufchamp  Johnfton,  (from  9th  January, 

1787,  during, pleafure).  .         — -  .         60  —  -— 

Elizabeth  North,   widow    (from  9th  January, 

1787,  during  pleafure(  —  .  69  —  — 

Frances  Rynd,  (from  9th  January,  1787,  dur* 
Jng  pleafure)         _,       —  ■—  jo  -»-  — » 

Anne  Hyland,  Norman  Hyland,  Francis  Hy- 
land  and  Thomas  Hyland,  and  furvivor  (from 
9th  January,  1787,  during  pleafure)  — *         ^0  — ^  —^ 
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Samuel  Sncyd,  Efq;  (from  26th  January,  1787,        £. 
during  pleafure)  —  lOoo  —  — 

John  Norris  Thompfon,  Efq;  (from  26th  Ja- 
nuary, 1787,  during  pleafure)  —  ^00  —  — 

Honourable  James  Browne,    (from   9th    July, 

1787,  during  pleafure)  ■  lOOO  —  — 

Thomas  Hi^nbotham,  Efq;  (from  21ft  July, 
1787,  dunng  the  life  of   Robert  *Higinbo- 

Robert  Aihworth,  Efq;  (from  i8th  April, 
1 787,  during  the  life  of  Robert  A(hworth,jun.)     1200  —  — 

Robert  Afhworth,  Efq;  (from  18th  April,  1787, 
during  the  life  of  Henrietta  Afhworth)  .  300  —  — 

Robert  Afhworth,  Efq;  (from  i8th  April,  1 787, 
during  the  life  of  Frederick  Afhworth)  300  —  —  " 

Robert  Afhworth,  Efq;  (from  i8th  April, 
1787,  during  the  life  of  Charles  Afhworth)         200  —  — 

Robert  Shaw,  of  Dublin,  merchant  (from  21ft 
July,  1787,  during  the  life  of  Mary  Shaw,  his 
eldeft  daughter)  ■  ■  200  — -  — • 

Robert  Shaw,  of  Dublin,  merchant  (from  21  ft 
July,  1787,  during  the  life  of  Elizabeth  Shaw, 
his  fecond  daughter)  3CX)  — -  — 

Honourable  John  MafTey,  (from  loth  OAobcr, 

1787,  during  pleafure)  .  400  —  — 

Benjamin  Houghton,  Efq;  (from  loth  Oftobcr, 

1787,  during  pleafure)  100  —-  — 

Penelope  Houghton,  (from  loth  October,  1787, 
during  pkafure)  ■  ■  100  —  — 

Jofeph  Rouviere,  (from  loth  Oftober,  1787, 
during  pleafure)  ■  80  —  — 

Anthony  Tifdall,    (from    10th  Oftober,   1787,, 

during  pleafure)  ■  80  —  — 

Sarah  Smyth,  (from  10th  Oftobcr,  1787,  dur- 
ing pleafure)  _—  ^  .^  -. 

Frankly  a    Kirby,,£fq;    (from    i6th    Odober, 

1787,  d«ring  pleafure)  200  —  ~ 

Roger   Briflo^e,    Efq;    (from    i6th    Oftobcr, 

1787,  during  pleafure)  200  —  — -» 

Bingham   Burke,    Efq;    (from    i6th    OAober, 

1787,  during  pleafure)  too  — ^  — • 

Robert  Cooke,  Efq;  (from  i6th  OAober,  1787, 
during  pleafure(  — '• —  100  —  — 

Mary  Warren,  (from  i6th  Odober,  1787,  dur- 
ing pleafure)  100  —  — 

Anne  Warren,  (from  i6th  Odober,  1 787,  during 
pleafure)  — — ^  ■.      >■  jo  — -  — - 


Digitized 


by  Google 


46                P  A  R  L  1  ATM  £  N  T  A  R  Y  tU^.  26, 

Sarah  Warren,  (from  i6th  Oftober,  1787,  dur-  £, 

ing  pieafure)                  —                      ■  50  —  — * 

Reliecca  Warren,  (from    L6th  OAober,    1787, 

(during  pleafure )              --r —  50  -— ^  — 

Right  Honourable  John  Beresford,  in  truft  fbr 
the  fix  children  of  the  late  John  Hamilton,  Efqj 

(from  20th  O^ober,  1787,  during  pleafure)  5*00  —  r— 

Total      £,  96,289     2     6 


Saturday,  January  26,  1788* 
-  The  Houfe  met,  and  feveral  accounts.  Sec.  were  prefentcd* 

Monday,  January  28^   1788. 

A  petition  of  the  citizens  of  Limerick,  whofe  names  are 
thereunto  fubfcribed,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  and  read  ;  fet- 
ting  forth,  that  former  Parliaments  have  manifefted  their  fenfe  of 
.the  numerous  advantages  which  muft  arife  to  this  kingdom  from 
making  the  river  Shannon  navigable,  by  having  given  many  and 
large  grants  for  that  purpofe  }'  that  a  company  was  incorporated 
by  charter,  for  opening  part  of  the  river  Shannon,  from  the  deep 
water  above  Killaloe,  to  the  deep  water  below  Limerick  ;  that 
notwithftanding  the  expenditure  of  eenfiderable  furas,  the  pro- 
perty of  faid  company,  and  large  aids  given  them  by  Parliament, 
they  are  by  fome  mifcarriages,  not  unufual  in  works  of  fuch  mag- 
nitude, now  unable  to  compleat  their  G0ntx'a6t,  therefore  the 
work*  which  have  fufTered  much,  and  in  particular  this  winter, 
will  fall  into  total  ruin  if  not  immediately  attended  to  :  The  pe- 
titioners further  ftate- that  the  navigation  on  the  upper  part  of 
the  river  Shannon,  upon  which  fuch  very  larg^  fvims  at  the  public 
money  have  been  expended,  and  which  is  now'  in  fame  degi*ee  of 
repair,  can  be  of  no  ufe  until  the  communication  from  thence  to 
this  city  (hall  be  opened,  confequently  the  works  thereon  mufl 
fall  to  decay,  to  the  vaft  detriment  and  lofs  of  the  kingdom  in  ge- 
neral,- and  of  this  city  in  particular  5  and  therefore  praying  reliefs 

A  petition  of  the  company  of  undertakers  for  making  the  ri*  ^ 
ver  Shannon  navigable,  under  their  common  feal,  was  prefented 
to  the  Houfe  and  read ;  fetting  forth,  that  the  petitioner*,  foon 
after  they  were  incorporated,  found  infuperable  difficulties  itt 
carrying  on  the  navigation.line,  as  laid  .oUt  by  commiffioners  ap- 
pointed by  ParliaAiect  before  their  incorporation  ;  that  the  wia- 
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ter  after  two  locks  were  blown  up,  and  a  great  part  of  the  bank 
of  the  canal,  near  this  city,  was  proftrated  by  the  floods,  whicli 
coft  the  petitioners  fome  thoufands  in  repairing  the  fame ;   which 
faft,  with  many  others,  were  fct  forth  in  their  petition  laid  be- 
fore the  Houfe  in  November,   1783,  which  petition  was  referred 
to  a  committee,  and  the  allegations  therein  fet  forth  were  then 
fully  proved  by  the  petitioners ;  that  the  petitioners  have   ex- 
pended of  their  private  properties  on  faid  navigation   works  the 
fam  of  eight  thoufand  five   hundred  and   twenty  pounds'  four 
fhlDings  and   two-pence,  without   ever  receiving' any  dividend; 
and  have  alfo  expended  on  faid  works  the  fum  of  fourteen  thou- 
fand five  hundred  and  forty  three  pounds  four  (hiUings  and  two 
pence,  granted  by  Parliament,  both  which  fums  were  accounted 
for  upon  oath  before  a  committee  of  the  Houfe  in  the  year  1 783  ; 
The  petitioners  humbly  beg  leave  to  reprefent  to  the  Houfe,  that 
a  great  part  of  faid  navigation  between  Limenck  and  Killaloe  ift 
in  great  for  wardnefs,  but  not  fo  as  to  form  a  communication  with 
the  different   counties  intended  by   Parliament ;  that  the  petiti- 
oners employed  an  able  EngHlh  engineer,  who  viewed  faidworks^ 
and  reported  that  no  lefs  a  fum  than  eleven  thoufand  eight  hun- 
dred and  ninety  fix  pounds  five  fnlllings,  would  complete  faid  na- 
vigation works  to  the  deep  water  above  Killaloe }  that  the  petiti- 
oners have  been  prevented  from  carrying  on  faid  works  through 
inability  to  raife  faid  fum,  and  that  without  the  aid  of  Parlia- 
ment that  great  and  national  undertaking  muft  fall  to  ruin,  but 
for  further  particulars  beg  leave  to  refer  to  former  petitions  laid 
before  the  Houfe  of  the    17th   of  November,  1783,  and  •2d  of 
February^  1785  :  The  petitioners  confidering  this  navigation  as 
a  national  obje^  of  the  greatell  importance  to  the  trade  of  thi» 
kingdom,  and  as  the  petitioners  would  not  wifh  to  give  the  leaft 
interruption  to  !ky  ufeful  a  work,  they  are   therefore  willing,  if 
the  Houfe  thinks  fit,  to  relinqulfh  all  rights  they  have  under  their 
incorporation,  on  fuch  terms  as  the  Houfe  fhall  point  out  and 
think  reafonable. 

Mr  CoRRY  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  Thurfday,  previous 
to  the  report  being  made  from  the  committee  of  accounts  make  - 
a  motion  relative  to  fome  matters  of  importance,   and  which    he 
would  do  the  enfuing  day,  but  that  an  hon.  member  had  fome- 
thing  then  to  bring  forward. 


Tuesday,  January  29,  1788* 

Mr.  Loft  us  prefented   to   the  Houfe  a  report  of  the  Com- 
nlfiioners  of  Imprefl  Accounts,  which  is  as  follows  : 
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A  report  upon  the  parliamentary  accounts  for  the  year  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty-fix  having  been  delivered  in 
the  laft  feffion  to  the  Chief  Governor  and  to  each  Houfe  of 
Parlianaent,  the  Commiffi'oners  applied  themfelves  as  early  as  Tvas 
compatible  with  the  bufinefs  which  neceflarily  comes  under  their 
infpe Aion  in  the  conrfe  of  every  year,  to  the  objedls  particularly 
pointed  out  by  the  Legiflaiture  in  the  fpecial  aft  pafled  in  the  laft 
Icffiofi,  **  /or  direBlng  the  appUcdtkn  of  the  funds  granted  hy  Pdr^ 
Bament  for  promoting  and  carrying  on  inland  navigations  in  this  king" 
dom^  and  for  the  purpofes  therein  mentioned" 
'  Ricliard  Bag^,  Efq;  fecretary,  and  John  M'tcbell,  Efq;  ac- 
coimtant,  to  the  faid  corporation  having  previoufly  delivered  in  to 
the  office  all  books,  papers,  &c.  refpeSing  the  proceedings  of 
the  late  Corporation  then  in  their  pkjfTeffion  (as  required  by  law) 
did  dn  the  thirty-firli  day  of  July  la-t  furnifh  the  Commiili6ner& 
with  accounts  and  papers,  declaring  that  they  were  as  full  and 
a,s  perfeft  as  the  time  limited  by  the  fpecial  aft  and  the'  books> 
papers,  accounts,  vouchers  or  other  articles  in  their  pofTeflion 
refpeftively,  or  in  thepiJeffion  of  the  faid  Corporation,  enabled 
^em  to  do. 

Notwtthftanding  much  time  has  been  employed  in  diligently 
infpefting  thie  accounts  and  papers  delivered  in  by  Mr.. Mitchell, 
the  vt>mmiffioners  have  deemed  it  expedient  to  defer  reporting 
upon  them  for  the  prefent,'  further  inveftigation  being  ftill  necef- 
fary  ih'accounts  defeftive  in  materials  and  involved  in.  much  per- 
plexity, in  order  that  the  pul^llc  may  derive  all  the  advantage 
that  the  nature  and  peculiar  circumilances  of  the  cafe  will  admit. 

The  annual  accounts  of  the  following  perfons  and  bodies  poli- 
tic  have' been  examined  and  paffed  by  the  Gommiffiphfers  •fince 
the  rcDorts  made  by  tHem  in  the  laft  felfion,  all  or  which  hav- 
ing linaergone  the  moft  minute  inveftigation>  appear  to  have  been; 
corre(S^Iy  icated,  and  were  fupported  by  proper  vouchers;  the 
balances  due  upon  each  of  them  refpeftively,  either 'for  or  againik 
the  public,  are  as  hereafter  particularly  mentioned,  viz. 

Wide  Streets.      Coal  Duties. 
The  acccnnt  of  the  Commiffioners  for  making  wide  and  con- 
▼enicnt  paflkges  in  the  city  of  Dublin,  upon  the  head  of  coal  du- 
ties, from  the  2jth    day  of  December  1785  to  the  25th  day  of 

December  '1 786.       '=      '  • 

/     This  body  is  authorifed  by  law  to  borrow  money,  and  their 
debt  on  the  laft-mentioned  day  amounts  to  23,6491.  5s.  7d.   - 

Wide  Streets.  King's  tletter  for  Sboil  l8s.  6|d. 
The  account  of  the  fame  body  for  the  fuiii  of  800  il.  i8s.  6;:d. 
granted  by  King's  letter  dated  the  7th  day  of  January  1-84,  for 
the  pnrpofe  of  purchafittg  grouhd  eaftward.of  the  Parliam^tft- 
houfe,  to  build  thereupon  fuch  rooms  as  might  be  n^cUaryt© 
be  added  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 
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Thm  ^bikf  inBB  h^en  hai  t)tit  for  the  {mrpofe  £6t  vindi  it  wa# 
granted,  and  it  appear$  that  there  had  been  expended  over  and 
above  the  amount  of  the  King's  letter  the  funni  of  103I.  iSs.  8d. 

Circular  Road. 
The  ktkn^  1q  "fairdiir  of  thie  public  appn  the  dcc^unt  of  the 
Truftees  .of  the  Circuiar-road  round  Dublin,  for  one  year  «ttd* 
mgthb  26diday  of  November  lySdyamoilnta  to  3067I.  178.  8di 
in  which  is  included  a  difsdowftude  of  ^i.  made  by  the  ComiAif- 
iondrs  fin  the  year  178^,  and  of  79I.  os.  id.  intheacCoiinx  ot 
the  Jaft  ycfr. 

'  Coal  Yardsf  tiutTtH. 
Upon  the  account  of  the  Direftor  of  the  public  fcoaf-yardai 
in  Dublin,  for  one  year  ending  the  25'th  day  of  D^c'etttber  17^6^ 
It  appears  that  the  balance  due  to  the  public  on  that  day  amounts 
to  '759'L  iSs.  lod.  of  which  1688I.  5s.  pd.  is  the  value  of  thfi 
<oal«  reihainiiig  unfold  in  the  feveral  yards,  and  71I.  13S.  idv 
« caih  in  the  hands  of  the  t3ire6to'r. 

Coal  Tardsi  Cork. 
Inhere  is  a  balance  retriaining  in  the  hands  of  the  Superinten- 
dent of  the- public  Coal-yards  at  Cork^  upon  His  account  for  bne 
year  ending  the    25th  day  of  Decenlbcr  1^86,  aitickintin^  tc^ 
^62!.  OS.  8d.  being  th«  valud  of  the  eoals  remaihihg  in  the  fe-^ 
Vcral  yards  on  that  day.- 

Lyirig'tn  Hgfpitdl,^^  Qemral  AccoutiU 
*rtie  general  account  of  the  Governors  of  thie  Lylhgrin  Jiof^ 

pital  for  one  year  ending  the  51  ft  day  of  December  1786. 
l/pon  this  account'there  is  a  balance  in  favolit-  of  the  jiubllc  of 

254L  OS.  ^^. 

G&^irriori  of  the  Lying-in  HofpitaL  Rufldnd-fquare, 
Upon  the  account  of  the  receipts  and  difbarfenoents  of  the 
laft  mentioned  body  for  the  buildings  erediing  contiguous  to  the 
.Rotunda,  from  the  3d  day  of  December  1786  to  the  3d  day  of 
April  1787,  ii  ajppears  that  after  including  in  the  <?hargc-part 
of  the  account  all  the  money  received j  as  well  a4  the  valut  of 
fuch  of  the  old  materials  as  were  fold,  the  Governors  have  ex- 
p*nd6dtbc  f tMR  of  -i6^81»  9s.  5^d.  over  and  above  their  receipts. 

Hibernian  Marine  Nurfery, 

iHie  account  of  the  Governors  of  the  Hibernian  Marine  Nur- 
fery for  one  year' ending  the  6th  day  of  Nbvember  1 786. 

There  is  a  balance  in  favour  of  the  piublic  of  5276I.  8s.  4|d. 
%hich  includes  a  difoUowance  for  ihtereft  on  money  advanced  of 
131  4fi.  I  idrf  made  by  the  Cdmmii&oners  in  the  account  ending 
^  the  firft  ikj  of  November,  1 784. 

Hibernian  SociOy  for  Siddie^s  ChHdhn.  . 
The  balance  in   favour  of  the  public   upon  the  account  of  the 
Governors  of  the  Hibernian  Society  for  foldiers  children  for  one 
Vol.  VIU.  E 
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year,  ending  tKc  25th  day  of  December  178$^  atoounts  to  jarzL 
188.  ij|d.  * 

'  FtmndRng  Hofpita!, 
The  account  of  the  Governors  of  the  Foundling  Hofpital  and 
*  Work-htyufe,  for  one.  year  ending  the  25th  day  of  Decemlxry 
1786. 

£•  ■  ^'  "•     £*   "?•  ^* 

It  appears  that  this  corporation  ane 

indd)ted  in  a  grofs  lum  of        -  9579     7  74 

Againft  which  there  are  depending 

debts  and  arrears  of  taxes  uncol-  ^ 

le6ted  -  -  7355  48, 

Gafli  in  the  hands  of  the  Treafurer  99  o  4 

7454  "  o 

tterc  18 therefore  sf  deficiency  of  2124  16. 74 

iFor  the  payment  of  which  it  does  not  appear  that   the  Go- 
vernors have  any  pro  vifion  in  their  hands. 

DuhRn  Society^ 
*liie  Dutiin  Society  upon  their  account  for  one  year  lending 
the  I  ft  day  of  June,  1787,  had  a  balance  remaining  in  their  handtf 
of  5883I.  9s*  24d, 

Houfe  of  InJuftry, 
The  balance  due  to  the  public  by  the  Governors  of  the  Houfc 
oflnduftry,  upon  their  account  for  one  year,  ending  the  25th 
Aaj  of  December  1 786,  amounts  to  2358L  1  is.  3d. 
-     In  this  balance  the  following  particulars  are  included,  viz  : 

£.     /.     d.        £•     s,    d, 
Outftandinff  debts  -  -  -  9^^     5  3z 

Materials  for  labour  -  -  .   -    •      198     8  6j^ 

Provifions  in  ftote  -  •*  •         56      2  4 

Difalldwed  by  the  commiffionefs  in 
former  accounts,  being  the  intereft 
on  money  advanced  -  272   18  9 

A  like  charge  on  the  prefent  ac- 
count -  -  6$  14^4 

^ 53^   13    I 

1509     9  5 


Charter  Schools, 
Upon  the  account  of  the  Incorporated  .Society  for  Proteftant 
Charter  Schools  for  one  year,  ending  the  i  ft  day  of  November^ 
1786,  there  is  a  balance  in  favour  of  the  public  of  2589I.  149^ 
4id.  being  cafti  in  the  hands  of  the  treafurer  and  fecretary* 
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Norfh-Wejl  Ft/berles. 
The  Commiffionera  in  their  laft  rqwrt  to  the  Chief  Govemof 
and  to  .Parliament  9  mentioned  that  on  the  24th  day  of  January 
M,  the  right  honourable  William  Conyngham  had  delivered  in 
to  this  office  an  account  of  part  of  the  fum  of  2O9O00I*  granted 
by  Parliament,  in  the  year  1785,  for  the  purpofe  of  promoting 
the£iheries  on  the  north  Weil  coail  of  this  kingdom,  and  of  the 
further  fum  of  20,oool.  to  be'raifed  by  mortgage  on  the  lands  of 
Mpuot  Charles,  &c.  from  the  25th  day  of  March,  1785,  to 
the  25th  day  of- March,  1786,  but  that  the  Commiffioriers 
had  not  been  able.to  enter  upon  the  examination  of  the  fame. 

This  account  has  fince  been  examined  and  pafled ;  it  is  clearly 
ind  accurately  ftated,  all  the  articles  of  the  difcharge  are  fupport-* 
ed  by  proper  vouchers ;  and  it  fully  appeared  that  the  vrorks 
tiave  been  well  executed,  and  at  reafonable  prices  :  the  balance 
feniaining  unexpended  of  the  40,0001.  amounts  to  57,0881.  19s. 
l|d.  .  .      . 

\      '  Ballajl  Office,  Selfaji.      ^ 

An  a<ft  of  Parliament  having  pafTed  in  the  twenty-fifth  year  of 
the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majelty,  eredling  a  new  Corporation  for 
prefcrving  and.  improving  the  port  and  harbour  of  Belfaft,  and 
requiring  them  once  in  every  year  to  lay  before  the  Commiffionera 
"  a  true  and  perjed  account  of  all  and  every  fum  and  fums  of  mone^ 
which  JhaU  he  recetyed  or  levied  in  confequence  thereof  nvithin  the 
year  immediaiely  preceding  the  fumi/hing  of  fuch  account,  and  ho<Uf 
and  in  *whcU  particular  manner  the  fame  Jhall  have  been  applied,^* 
tbcy.  accordingly  prejTented  under  the  feaJ  of  the  Corporation  an 
account  commencing  the  ift  day  of  January,  1786,  and  ending 
.3111  day  of  December  following. 

This  account  has  been  exan^ined  and  pafled ;  it  is  regularly 
ilated  and  properly  vouched ;  the  balance  in  the  hands  of  the 
Corporation  appears  to  be  310I.  48.  9d. 

Ballaft-Office^  Dublin. 

In  the  26th  year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty  an  z€t 
was  paffed  "  for  promoting  the  trade  of  Dubliny  by  rendering  ite 
port  and  harf^r  more  commoi£ouj»*'  The  Corporation  eredled 
thereby  delivered  in  to  this  office  an  account  of  their  receipts  and 
expenditures  from  the  9th  day  of  May,  1786,  the  day  of  their  , 
commencement,  to  the  29th  day  of  September,  1787  :  tliis  ac- 
count went  through  the  ufualcourfe  of  examination,  and  though 
deficient  in  Tome  trifling  forms,  it  appeared  to  be  fairly  andjuftly 
vouched  both  in  charge  and  difcharge  j  the  balance  in  favour  of 
the  public  amounts  to  1 60L   is.   iid. 

The  Ballaftrmafler  was  called  before  the  Commiffioncrs,  who 
.pointed  out  to  him  the  inftances  in  which  his  account  was  in- 
formal, which  he  has  promifed  to  redify  in  future. 

'  .    ,       .  E  2    . 
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Ftfte'en  Tlniufand  Pounds^  granUd  at  fundry  timet  for  huttd^g 
Courts  and  Law  Offices* 

Several  grants,  amounting  In  the  whole  tb  15,000!.  having 
lieep  made  by  Parliament  in  the  feflioos  of  1784,  1785,  1786, 
^n(J  1787^  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  the  Cliief  Jadges  towards, 
crcAing  a  new  Four  Courts  and  Lav^'  Offices,  Mf.  Gandon  the 
srchitef^  delivered  in  an  account  of  fo  much  of  the  money  as  has 
been  laid  out  for  thefe  purpofes,  from  the  1  ft  day  of  Oftobcr, 
1785,  to  the  27th  day  gf  October,  17^57. 

This  account  is  corre6lly  ftated  and  properly  youched,  and  it 
appears  that  there  is  a  balance  unexpended  of  1 7^91.  *  6s.  lid. 

Na'Dtgaiion  Warrants    unpaid,,     Ten    Thotifao^    Five    Hu^^t^ 
;  Pmndfw 

'  In  obedience  to  the  a£^  paf&d  in  the  lajl  feffion  *^  for  JtreSk^ 
iie  application  of  the  funds  granUd  h^  Parii^tneHt^  far  promoting  as^* 
carrying  on  Inland  Navigations  in  this  kingdom^  and  for  the  p^rr 
pofes  therein  mentioned,^  Richard  Baggs,.  Efq;  late  fecretary  to 
the  faid  kte  Corporation  an4  treafrfrer  td  the  l^al  Commif- 
i) oners  of  the  Shannon  and  Barrow  Navigations,  dtd  on  the  31(1 
day  of  July  laft,  among  other  papers,  deliver  in  to  thi$  office 
fundi^  accounts  of  the  fcveral  fums  of  money  exp^^ed  ip  con* 
fequence  of  certain  warrants  iflued  by  the  late  Corporation,  which 
remained  unpaid  at  the  Treafury  on  the  25th  day  of  March, 
1787,  and  fet  forth  in  the  fchedule  annexed  to  the. 'raid  ad. 

The  Commiffioners  keeping  in  view  the  dire<^ion^  contain- 
ed  in  this  aft,  by  which  their  condiift  was  to  l^e  regulated  re* 
fpe«B:Ing  this  particular  bufuiefs,"  proceeded  to  examine  dl  thefc 
accounts  as  foon  as  they  were  laid  before  them  for  that  purpole 
by  the  Auditors  of  Imprefts  5  and  after  the  moft  ftrlA  examtna- 
tlon,  on  the  9th  day  of  Od^ober  l^ft,  grainted  the  certificates 
direfted  by  the  a£i  to  the  feveral  holders'  of  ihe  fSd  Warranto, 
for  the  amount  of  the  fums  which  they  fwore  had  b^en  *paid  by 
them  and  to  the  accoantant,  ift  cafes  where  it  appeared  that  the 
1*um  felrly  expended  upon  the  work^  exceeded  the^mouat  of  the 
warrant.  '      "  .  .    >         , 

In  thefe  accounts  the  public^ftre  not  changed  -^i|ith  mope  tha^ 
^gal  intereft  on  any  fum  advanced  on  the  faid  warrantSy  and  only 
ft-oni  the  time  that  the  amount  of  the.warrant  was  ar6kually  9sA 
hmd  fide  begun  to  be  expended  until  the  4ay  their  certiiic^lc 
4)ore  date.  .  > 

The  following  ftatement  ©f  each  warrant  ia  drawa:  up  in  tUit 
&me  tsrder  -in  which  it  isoHithbef ed  in  the  fchedule.      #  , 

.  '..,    ....  Np.  L 

It  appeared  that  the  Royal  Exchange  Annuity  Company" 
were  the  holders  of  this* warrant,  for  20G0I.  iffiied'  on  the  I9ta 
day  of  Odober,  1782,  for  the  Shannon  Navigation,  and  upon 
the  examination  of  the  account  th«  Commiffioners  found  that  not 
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only  the  amount  tkereof  hmd  been  fairly  expended,  but  that  a 
fom  of  78I.  I^.  «j4d.  had.  alfo  been  laid  out  upon  the  work  for 
which  the  warrant  was  granted,  md  thart  the-  holders  were  enti^ 
-  tied  to  receive  a  further  fiam  of  22J.  128.  'jd.  aa  the  intereft  of ' 
their  piincipal  fum  from  the  31ft  day  of  July  lad,  to  the  9th  day 
of  Oftobcr  following,  the  date  of  the  Certificate. 

AV.  ///. 

The  Right  Honourable  David  La  Touchc  and  Companyi 
were  thie  fcolderff  of  this  warrant  for  i^ool.  iffued  on  ths  1 6th 
day  of  Febniai^,  1785,  for  the  Shannon  Navigation:  by  the 
acconnt  it  appeared  that  141  il.  3s.  4td.  only  was  kid'  out,  btit 
the  holders  were  entitled  to  a  further  fum  of  16I.  19s.  _j^d.  for 
the  iiHlcreft  fubfeqiient  to  the  3 1  ft  day  of  July  la:ft. 

Upon  this  account  the  Commiflioncrs  difailowed  a  fiim  of 
I  lol.  charged  as-  kaving  been  paid  for  ftax  feed,  aj  it  did  not  ap- 
pear to  them  that  fuch  a  claim  was  in  any  degree  appEcaHe 
either  to  promoting  or  carrying  on  an  Inland  Navigation  :  it  is 
obfeptabfe  that  this  warrant  is  dated  the  14th,  though  mcntione4 
in  thefeftedule  as  ©f  the  16th  day  o§  Februaiy,  1783. 

iVb.  IF. 
Of  this  warrant  for  i  oool.  for  the  Shannon  Navigation  dated 
the  1 6th  day  of  June    1783^  the   General  Infurance  Company 
againfl;  fire  were  the  holders. 

It  appeared  that  the  whole  of  this. fum  was  laid  out,  and  that 
there  was  aa  over-expenditure  of  13J..  19s.  4d.  the  holders  were 
alTo  entitled  to  reeeive  nl.  6s.  3^d.  more,  being  the  intereft 
irom  the  3  iff  day  of  July  to  the-9th  day  of  October  laft. 

ivb.  r/.  . 

This  warrant  for  loool.  for  the  Barrow  Navigation  of  the 
fame  date  as  the  laft  was  held  by  the  Klbernian  Annuity  Com- 
pany, upon  the  account  whereof  it  appeared  that  over  and  above 
the  amount  of  it  there  was  expended  a  fum  of  14I.  45.  ii^d. 
and  the  holders  were  entitled- to  receive  lol.  6s.  34d.  for  in* 
tereft',  in  like  manner  as  for  the  foregoing ,:  the  Commiflioners 
difallawed  il.  2S  9d.  paid  to  I.  Dormer  for  falary,  the  fame  ap- 
pearing to  be  a  doubk  charge. 

N&.  FIL 

tJ^Qn  looking  ihtdrthe  minutes  of  the  late  Corporation,  the 
Commiflioners  found  that  no  warrant  had  been  iffued  foV  any  fiun 
whatever  on;  the  1 8th  day  of  Septcniber  1783,  a3  mentioned  in 
the  fohedule,  but  it-  appearied  that  on  the  lofih  of  the  fame 
mouth  there  were  two  warrants  iffued  for  the  Shannon  Naviga- 
tion, which  the  Commiffioners  are- fatisfied  makeup  the  2oool-. 
mentioned  in  the  fchediile  as  having  been  iffued  on  the  i8th  day 
of  September. 

Thomas,  fiiginbotjiam  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  Efq;  was  the 
aolder  of  one  01  the  faid  warrants,  upon  the  account  whereof  i( 
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appeared  that  967I.  1 78.  *jd.  of  the  fame  had  been  expend/edy  and 
that  the  holder  was  entitled  to  receive  ill  6s.  3^d.  for  intcrcd 
fubfequent  to  the  3 1  ft  day  of  July  laft.  ^ 

The  other  warrant  dated  the  lo'th  day  qf  September  1 783  for 
loool.  alfo  for  the  Shannon  navigation,  ^2iS  held  by  the  General 
Infurance  Company  againftfire,  of  the  amount  of  which  theri 
have  been  expended  996I.  i6s.  6d-.  and  the  holders  were  enti^ 
tied  to  receive  Tor  intereft  as  aforefaid  i  il.  68.  3|d. 

The  Commiffioners  have  difallowed  the  charge  of  6L  1 68.  6d. 
paid  for  entertainment  for  the  Local  Commiffioners,  il.  78.  3d, 
paid  for  ftripping  bark,  the  public  not  having  been  credited  foe 
the  value  of  the  bark,  and  of  61.  los.  and  5L  138*  9d.  claimed 
by  the  pay-clerk  for  tpvelling  expenfes,  the  fame  not  appearing 
to  have  been  ordered  by  the  Local  Commiflioners,  as  had  been 
ufual  In  Similar  cafes  ;  thefe  dif^Uowances  amount  in  the  whole  tp 
2ol>  7s.  6d. 

,  No.VIIL 

This  warrant  is  upon  the  fame  footing  with  the  two  pieced-; 
ing  ones,  which  are  both  included  in  No.  VIJ,  The  late  Corr 
poration  did  not  iflue  any  warrant  bearing  date  the  1 8th  day  of 
September  1783,  but  on  the  loth  day  of  th^  fame  inonth  (the 
date  of  the  two  foregoing)  they  alfo  iffucd  ano&er  warrant  fof 
iGOol.  for  the  navigation  of  the  river  Barrow. 

The  Royal  Exchange  Annuity  Company  were  the  holders  erf 
this  warrant :  by  the  accQunt  it  appeared  that  the  whole  (um  ha^ 
been  expended,  and  1 70I.  i  is.  8d.  h.  over  ;  the  holders  were  alfo 
entitled  to  receive  i  ll.  6s  .3d.  h-  for  the  fvibfequent  intereftl 

No.  IX. 

TJjough  it  appeared  upon  the  face  pf  the  fchedule  annexed  to 
thea6l  of  parliament  as  if  the  2000I,  fet  oppofite  to  this  numbe^r 
was  contained  in  one  warrant  dated  the  24th  day  of  April  1784, 
yet  upon  examining  the  minutes  of  the  late  Corporation  the  Cbm- 
miffioners  found  that  this  fum  of  2o«oL  was  compofed  of  four 
fcveral  warrants  iffued  on  that  day  for  500I,  e^ch,  all  of  them  for 
the  Navigation  of  the  river  Shanr.on. 

Two  of  thefe  warrants,  amounting  to  loool.  were  hejdbythe 
Right  Hone  vrable  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Carleton  ;  the  expenditure 
of  the  whole  amount  has  been  proved,  as  well  as  of  2I.  53.  ^^d, 
over,  and  the  holder  was  entitlod  to  receive  for-  iriterelft  111.  68» 

3dh.  ' 

'  Arthur  Craven  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  Efq;  was  the  holder 
of  the  other  two  warrants,  the  whol^  amount  of  which  has  alfo 
been  expended,  and  alfo  129I.  13s.  7|d.  in  addition  :  Mr,  Cra- 
ven was  likewife  entitled  to  ill.  6s.  34d.  for  intereft. 

Warrant  for  2000/.  never  returned  to  Parliament. 
Amongft    the  accounts  and    papers    already    mentioned  to 
have  been  delivered  in  by  Mr.  Baggs  on  the  31ft  day  of  July. 
1787,  in  purfuancc  of  the  before  recited  ad  of  Parliament,  there 
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appeared  tin  account  of  feveral  fums  expended  in  confequence  of 
a  warrant  iffued  by  the  late  corporation  for  aooal.  for  the  navi« 
gation  of  the  river  Barrow,  dated  the  19th  day  of  Oftober  1 78^, 
Though  this  warrant  had  not  been  reported  to  Parliament  as 
one  outftanding  and  unpaid^'  and  of  cotlrfe  was  not  included 
cither  in  the  body  of  the  a<a  of  parliament  or  in  the  fchedule 
annexed,  yet  the  Commiflioners  finding  by  the  minute  books  of 
the  late  Corporation  that  a  warrant  of  the  above  tenor  and  date 
had  ad^ually  been  iffued,  thought  it  their  duty  to  examine  the 
account  of  the  expenditure,  by  which  it  appears  that  there  has 
4)een  kid  out  in  confequence  of  this  warrant  the  fum  of  19991- 
t6s.  9d.  in  which  ts  included  a  fiim  of  484I.  23.   zd.  for  legal 
interefl  thereon  from  the  time  it  was  ad^ually  begun  to  be  ex- 
pended to  the  3ifl  day  of  July  lafl.  ' 

Robert  Watfoo  Wade,  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  Efq;  is  the 
bolder  of  this  warrant,  who  declared  upop  oath  that  he  paid  the 
full  amount  of  the  above  warrant  to  Richard  Baggs,  Efq;  bu^ 
as  the  CommiHioners  have  not  power  to  grant  him  any  certificate, 
the  account  is  not  finally  fettled  or  pafTed,  but  lemains  in  the 
account  office  fubje£i  to  fuch  diredlions  as  parliament  may  give* 

Netvfy  Navigation,  William  Ogl^y  Efq; 
The  Commiflioners  examined  and  pafTed  the  account  of  Wil# 
liam  Ogle,  Efqj  fuperintendent  of  the  Newry  Navigation,  from 
the  25th  day  of  March,  1786  to  the  2lft  day  of  May,  1787, 
which  is  final  between  him  and  the  late  Corporation  :  it  was  cer- 
tified by  the  Local  Commiflioners  of  the  Newry  Navigation,  and 
delivered  in  to  this  ofiice  previous  to  the  ifl  day  of  Augufl  lafl ! 
the  account  is  correA  and  regularly  vouched,  and  there  is  a  ba- 
lance in  favour  of  the  accountant  of  247L  78.  9|d. 

Mr,  Baggs* s  account  of  incidents. 

Mr.  Baggs  having  produced  an  account  of  incidental  expenfes 
difburfed  by  him  on  account  of  the  late  Corporation  between  the 
6th  day  of  May,  1786,  and  the3ifl  day  of  July,  1787,  the 
Conimlflioners  examined  and  paffed  the  fame  :  it  appeared  that  he 
had  expended  the  fum  of  136I.  38.  ihd.  but  a  bdance  of  93I. 
OS.  4d.  upon  a  former  account  having  remained  in  his  hands^ 
there  ia  due  to  him  upon  this  account  a  fum  of  43I.  2s.  9-d. 

To  this  account  is  annexed  a  lifl  of  debts  due  by  the  Corpora- 
tion  at  the  time  of  their  difTolution  to  their  late  officers,  and  fof 
the  rent   of  the  Navigation  Houfe,  amounting  to  71 61.  1%.  id. 

^ool.  granted  to  John  Howard  Kydn^  Efq; 
In  the  feffion  of  Parliament  which  ended  in  1784,  the  fum  of 
50ol,  was  granted  to  John  HoWard  Kyan,  Efq;  for  the  purpofe 
of  creaking  a  fmelting-houfe  and  flatting-mill  on  the  lands  of 
Crownbawn  and  Ballymurtagh  ;  and  in  the  feffion  of  1786,  a^i 
jid  pafled  by  which  he  vvas  enabled  to  ere6l  the  faid  works  either 
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on  tike  Hnds  of  Crowabawn  or  Bdlhamii:tagh»  ami  enUrging  %\^ 
trime  for  his  accounting  hAxm  thie  of&c^  to  tbe  ill  dny  ed  Hslj^ 

Mr.  Kyan  i|ot  having  produced  any  account  oa  thftt  daif ,  the 
Commiilioners  oh  the  l;5th  day  of  the  £ime  month  oji^deccd  ale^«r 
to  be  written  to  him,  acquainting  him  ^  thai  If  Ih  did  nm  fwitilh 
*tvith  give  in  an  aeeotmt  flgreea&Iy.  to  tia  ctrndkhfui  <i{  hi^  no^jur 
axnccy  application  Jhould  he  mads  to.  the  eourt  9f  JBxafequtr  to  have 
the  fame  efireated." 

On  the  8th  day  of  June  laH  the  Commiffiooers  received  a  loiter 
Itom  Mr.  Kyan^  dated  in  Dublin  tbe  6th. day  of  tbe  jEaitne  momhy 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  one  before  recited^  and  iar 
forming  themi  "  that  teing.  under  the  necc^ty  of  koimngjofsm  ^at 
eveningy  to  meet  by  appointment  the  agent  of  an.  Engli/k  eon^tmy  tvk^f 
nvhom  h^  had  formed,  a  connexion. «  order  to  carry  on*  his  mari*  k  ihe 
county  of  Wiekhw  with  vigour  and  extent^  he  thevefote  mahs  m 
apology  to  the  Commjfumerj^  and  affurea  them.  tha0.  ha  *wUl  ufa  evfory 
dtfpatch  in  his  power  to  comply  witk  thar  commands t  and*  thai  hi  hof 
nowipj  more  at  heart  than,  to  give  them  eompltte  fatkfaSmm  ;^^  he 
adds,  "  that'  the  lofi  of  his  fnger^  and  a  variety  of  k^ne^%  pcot 
itented  him  front  fooner  ohcying  their  contmandsy  and  begs  a  little  en' 
^  Ifirgpn^t  of  time-,  and fhall  faithfully  afcouut^^^  The  Cpnug^ifil- 
pners  hp;\i7e.ver  not  halving  any  power  to  comply  with  his  requeft, 
ga^t^  di^e^ions  to  their  Solicitor  to  p;'oceed  ag-ainfl;  him,  and  his 
fecuritles,  as  prefcrlb^d  by  law*  in  confj^quence  whereof  a  writ 
^i  fcire  facias  has  been  iffuied  againftMr.  Kyan^  which  by  their 
oifder  w^as  deliv^redj  on  the  5th  inftant  into,  the  hands  of  tfcue  Shcr 
fijpF  of  the  county  o^  Wicklow. 

Accounts  in  the  Auditors.  Office* 

The  following  accounts  are  now  in  their  progreft  through  the 
pfficc  of  tlie  Auditors  of  Icjp/efts ;  fomc  are  voluminous,^  and 
a}i  of  them,  were,  brought  i^  too.  late  to  be  audited>^  engroflfctl  and 
(duly  exran^iined*  fo  a&  to  be  inglu/ded.  in  the  prefen^  report,  viz, 

I.  The.  acpou^t  of  the  Trullees.  appointed  by  an  a^  paded 
lath^  25th.  yeaf  of  bi^  Majjsfty,  entitled  "  An  aB  for  grarUing 
tbe^.fums.  of  zOypopU  |000/.  an^  4000/.  tQ  certain  truflees^  and 
for  promoting  the^  feverxil  manufa8ur.es  therein  mentioned'* 
.  IL  Of  the  Diredlorg  anfi.vommiffipners  for  paying,  lightirrg 
<^  cleafing  the  flreets,  &c.  of  the  cit^y  of  Dublin,  fo^  the  year 
cn4ingi  th^  3.5  th  day  of  December,   1 7^6,, 

III.  Of  the  right  honourable  William  Conyngham,  for  the 
north- weft  fifherics,  from  the  25th  day  of-  Mai:ch,  1.786,  to  the 
25th  day  of  December  fbllowing, 

IV.  Of  John  Staples  and  James  Cfeulfield,  Efq^.  for.  th)C 
fam  of  2000I.  grante'd;  to  them  in  the  feffison  of  1 784,  for  build* 
ing  a  tbeam  engine  at  their  colHeries  in  the  county  of  Tyrone. 

V.  Of  the  Truftees  of  the  Linen  Manufacture  for  one  yea** 
to  the  25th  day  of  March,  ^787^ 
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VT.  Of  the  Truftecs  of  the  Royal  Exchange,  to  the  29th 
daj  of  Septeu^ber  lail. 

AscoimU  not  AR^ered  itu 

Thtf  accounts  of  t4ie  Gov^rnoFa  of  St.  Patrick's.  H«fpital  fdr 
pneyear,  tojihe  25tlrd»y  of  December,  1786:  And  of 

Tile  Coffftmiffion^r»  for  making  wrd^  ftreeM,  &>c«  244I.  1 39.  jd. 
being  a  balance  ifnexpended  of  P5,oool.  granted  by  King^s  letter, 
dated  the  28th  day  of  March,  1782,  have  not  yet  been  brougkt 
in  to  this  office. 

Comtmfftontrs  of  FUJI  Fruits, 

On  the  23d  day  of  February,  1787,,  a  precept  was  ifTued  froqi 
this  ofBce,  direfted  to  the  Commifiioncrs  of  Firft  Fruits,,  re.- 
quiring  theni  to  deliver  in  fiich  accounts,  orders  of  appropriation 
and  certificates,  as  the  law  requires,^  for  the  expenditure  of  the 
fcveral  funis  granted  to  them  for  buiWing  ne\t  churches,  and  re- 
building old  ones  in  fuch  parishes  wherein  no  divine  |>ublic  fer- 
?ice  had  been  performed  for  twenty  years  paft. 

Tliis  precept  was  delivered  to  their  fecretary^  Henry  Upton, 
Efo;  who  certified  to  the  Commiflioners  by  letter,  dated  the 
15th  day  of  March,  1 787,  "  that  the  fums  of  3CO0/.  and  5000/. 
granted  in  the  fejfxon  o/"  1783  and  1 785,  ^atere  not  received  until 
the  latter  end  of  the  ^ear  1785,  and  there  has  not  (f  courfe  been 
time  for  the  B^ops  to  have  the  'works  executed,  fo  that  the  necef- 
fary  certificates  could  not  he  prepared ;  and  thut  the  fum  of  ^oqqL 
^antgdin  the  fejjion  of  I'jSS^  had  not  then  teen  received,'* 

Grants  of  PatCamint  not  ctppUed  for* 
For  ths  fbUowlag  fums  granted  by  Parliaoient  in  the  feffioa 
1784,  to  the  fever^  perfoss  and  for  the  purpo{es  UQder-mentio»- 
e4  appiieatioB  has  not  yefc  b«ea  made  to  the  CommifSonecs. 

I.  To  the  Right  Honourable  John  O'Neill, 
the  Right  Honourable  Barry  Yelverton,  the 
Honourable  Hercules  Rowley,  Charles  Rux- 
ton^  Efq;  Conway  Richard  Dobbs,  Efq;  and 
Ezek;iel  Davys  Wilfon,  Mayor  of  Carrickfer- 
gus,.  to  repair  the  quay  of  Carrickfergus,   —       500  —  — 

If:  To  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Kilwarlin, 
Robert  Rofs  and  George  Hamilton,  Efqrs, 
towards  erefting  a  light-houfe  on  the  South 
Rock,  on  the  Eaft  coall  of  the  county  of 
Down  —  —  —  1400  —  — ' 

III.  To  Denis  Bowes  Daly  and  Anthony 
Daly,  Efqrs.  to  be  by  them  expended  towards 
rendering  the  harbour  of  Galway  more  fafe 

\   and  commodious  —  —  1000  —  — 
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Cotimi  Worhy  BaBrlggan. 

By  an  ad  pafTed  in  the  25th  year  of  his  prefent 
Majefty,  the  Commiifioners  of  Impreft  ^ccountSy  among 
other  things,  are  required  once  at  kaft  in  every  year,  few  feven 
years,  to  enquire  into  the  ftate  of  a  c6tton  manufadory,  eil^ 
jblifhed  at  Balbriggan,  and  whether  Mr.  Jofeph  Smith,  the  ma- 
Dufa^turer^  has  per&rmed  c^rtaiq  conditions  voluntarily  entered 
into, by  him. 

In  obedience  thereto  the  Cominilfioners,  on  the  31  ft  day  of 
January,  17B7,  made  a  report  upon  this  £ubje6^  ;  and  in  the 
courfe  of  laft  year,  they  direded  Mr.  Thomas  Browne,  junior, 
architc(9fc,  tp  view  the  faid  works  a  fecond  time,  who  reporte^J 
that  "  be  found  at  work  thirty -four  machines^  containing  two  thou* 
fand  four  hundred  and  feventy  J^ndies^  and  one  machine  jufl  ready 
to  work  with  fixtyfour  Jpindles^  making  in  the  whole  within 
this  buildings  two  thoufand  five  hundred  and  thirty  four j  hepde^ 
twenty-three  machines  employed  ir^  carding  and  preparing  cotton  for  thf 
fpindles  :  in  a  ^^  building  not  ftnifhed  when  he  was  there  in  March ^ 
I'^^Sythere  are  four  hundred  and  Jtxty-eight  fpindles  at  work^  and  i^ 
other  detached  builSngSit  three  thoufand  three  hundred  and  feventy-eight 
fpindles  ;  thefe  latter  ones  are  mo*ped  by  men  ;  all  thefe  are  a  nsceffary 
appendage  to  the  mill^  fo  that  at  this  day,  it  is  th^  prime  caufe 
ef  movfng  fix  thoufand  three  hundred  and  eighty  fpindles ,  befides 
a  number  of  carding  and  other  machines ;  that  it  mjos  impofftble 
for  him,  to  afcertain  the  exa3  number^  of  perfons  employed  by 
Mr,  Smyth,  but  believes  there  may  be  at  lea/l  four  hundred:  that  the 
buildings  are  faiifhed  in  a  mafterly  manner ,  and  the  difpqfition  of  the 
different  houfes  appears  to  him  ingenious  and  well  contrived  ;  the  nvbole 
is  in  good  repair ^ .  and  perfeSly  clean  ;  the  appearance  of  the  plac6^ 
of  the  people  employedj  and  of  their  manners,  mufl  convince  every 
obferver  that  the  nvhole  is  well  regulated,^* 

In  the  former  reports  it  was  judged  expedient  and  neceffary  tf 
ilate  in  particular  terms  the  progrefs  of  each  a^couj^t,  and  it  was 
the  more  neceffary,  as  accountants  had  not  then  acquired  that 
eorre6t  and  fuccin6l  mode  pf  ilating  which  for  fome  time  pall  has 
been  adopted 

But  fince  the  nature  of  this  office  is  better  underttood  by  thofe 
to  whom  p^ibh'c ,  money  has  been  entrufted,  the  bufinefs.of  aor 
counting  is  in  a  (late  of  improvement,  and  mo(t  accounts  are  now 
brought  forward  in  fo  regular  a  method  as  to  render  mi^ch  obfer-t 
Tation  unneceffary. 

Accpunt-oifice,  January  29,  1788. 
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A  petition  of  the  Governoffi  of  the  Foundling-dofpital  and 
Work-houfc  ofthe  city  of  Dublin,  under  their  common  fes^l,  wa» 
prcfentcd  to  theHoufe  and  read;  fetting  forth,  that  on  the  29th  of 
December  hik  tliere  were  fupported  by  the  charity  five  thpufand 
one  hundred  and  nlnety-ntne  children,  of  which  r«uinber  five  huQ-» 
dred  and  eighteen  were  in  the  hofpital  aged  eight  year$  and  up- 
wards, infcmts  in  the  Foundling  Nurfcry  feventccn,  and  at  nurfc 
in  the  country  four  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fixty-four  ;  that 
'  the  children  of  eight  years  and  upwards  are  taught  to  read  and 
,  write,  employed  in  feveral  ufeful  manufaAurca  and  gardening, 
and  are  fully  inftru£ted   in   the  principles    of  the  Chriftian  reli- 
gion ;  that  on  the  25ch  of  December  lail  there  was  a  large  debt 
due  for  provifibns,  dothing,  houfe  expences,  materials  for  ma* 
Bufadtires  and  nurfery  garden,  and  that  there  h  alfo  due  to  the- 
tight  honourable  David  La  Touche  and  Company  the  fupfi  of  one 
thoufand  and  thirteen  pounds  fixteen   (hillings  and   two-penee 
(including  interefi.)  humanely  advanced  by  them  for  the  ufc  of 
the  chanty,  which  together  with  the  fum  of  four  thpufand  nine 
hundred  and  eighty-two  pounds  twelve  (hillings  and  feven-pence. 
three-farthings  due  for  nurfing  foundling  children,  make  the 
whole  debt  amount  to  the  fum  of  nine  thoufand  two  hundred  and 
feventy-four  pounds  four  (hillings  and  ten-pence  farthing ;  the 
^come  of  a  fmall  eftate,  and  the  tax  outflanding  upon  houfe» 
in  the  city  of  -Dublin^  amounting  in  the  whole  to  the   fum  of 
five  thoufand  one  hundred  and  thirty-frx  pounds  and  two-pence 
fterling  (as  appears  by  the  return  of  the  Supervlfor  of  the  Col- 
ledlors  books)  being  dedu6ted  from  the  above  fum,  will  leave  a 
debt  of  four  thoufand  one  hundred  and  thirty- eight  pounds  four 
(hillings  and  eight-pence  farthing,  to  difchargc  which  the  peti- 
tioners have  no  other  means  but  the  often  expenenced  bounty 
and  knrtwn  humanity '  of  the   Houfe  ;  the  petitioners  beg  leave 
to  remark,  that  by  an  a  A  c^  the  laft  felfion   the   duties  arifing 
from  hackney  carriages,  and  fedans,  with  the  arrears  due  there- 
on, ceafed  from  being  a  part  of  the  fund   for.  the   fupport  of 
foundling  children  on  the  21ft  day  of  May  laft,  fuch  arrears  then 
amounted  to  the  fum  of  two  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
two  pounds'  twelve  (hillings  and  tcn*pencc  three-farthings ;  and 
therefore  praying  relief. 

A  petition  of  the  Incorporated  Society  in  Dublin  for  promot- 
ing Engli(h  Proteflant  Schools  in  Ireland,  under  their  common 
feal,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  and  read ;  letting  forth,  that 
the  petitioners  find,  with  gratitude,  the  faid  .  fociety  recom- 
mended from  the  throne  by  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
to  the  protedion  of  Parliament  5  that  the  petitioners  humbly 
hope  that  the  Houfe  will  take  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  Proteftant 
charter  fchools  into  confidcration ;  that  it  will  give. the  petiti- 
oners great  fatiafadtion   that   a   minute  parliamentary   enquiry 
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ihonld  be  made  ifito  the  JFuiidfi,  expence«»  and  p^oe«ipdihg«  o( 
the  faid  fociety,  atid  fuch  regulation  made  with  re^)e(ft  to  Ifceiif 
future  conduct  a«  Parliamciit  (ball  jtidge  proper  ;  thslt  iirom  fudl 
enquiry  the  ^etittonets  are  peifaatfcd  the  Htiiife  will  grant  them 
foch  pttbh'caid  as  willenahlc^hem  to  fopport  their  feteral  fchoob 
and  ntn*ferte«  upon  a  firre-footiiig  from  this  to  the  next  feffion  of 
PaHiament ;  titel  the  a6HiaI  ntimbcf  of  childte+i  in  their  fchoob 
and  nurferres  «t  laft  Michaelmas  vm  one  thduferid  tit  hundred 
and  fixty ;  that  theallo^awde  for  the  ditt  of  \he  dWldrea  in  tte  ^ 
Dublin  nu^fery  and  free  fehpo!s  hear  I^Hn  has  l»ag  beeti  three 
pence  per  day ;  ttat  Jn  tonfequehei*  of  the  grant  of  the  laft  fefj 
fiott  of  P%tt-Katneiit  the  foticty  has  atigtn^tited  the  s^dwance  for 
the  diet  of  the  children  ih  all  the  oth^  fthdoklrofl!  two  penc^ 
to  two  pence  halfpenny  per  day,  and  tff  thofe  ii4  the  other  wur- 
ieties  froin  two  pence  t«  t^o  pence  fatthing  a  day  j  that  the  fo^ 
cicty  has  alfo  been  at  an  ^Ktraordmaft*y  expence  during  tbb  laft 
year  for  the  clothing  of  the  children  i  that  the  ftat«  of  the  itt-* 
come  and  t)cpendnure  of  the  fociety  lor  the  paft  yexr>  «ind  atf 
cftimate  of  eitpenccs  neccffary  for  the  prefeot  year^  ara  tltew" 
unto  anneJced,  to  which  the  petitibaiet^  beg  kavc  to  rdicr  )  and 
praying  reliefi  •  - 

Mr,  Hatks,  (of  Avondale)  remarked  upon  the  ex^eace  whkji 
would  be  incuited  by  the  new  buildings  o^thfi  C^n^of  Juf- 
tice,  and  which  he  (kid  he  underftood  would  amoBilt  to  dib  fuixi 
ef  75yOdcl.  HeprQibfTeda  very  higli  opinion  of  bhe  iniegnty 
and  ability  of  the  aTchttedieaifiloyed^  but  when  fUch  ^n  i(XHnen£(! 
fum  was  to  be  eKpendcd,  he  thoxtght  it  but  rea^Emable  that  the 
Houfe  (hoold  know  fomething  of  the  plans  aod  elevatioasf  aad  of* 
the  eftimates  of  the  intended  bnildiug^s.  He  therefore  nM>v€d^ 
•*  that  the  proper  dficer  do  lay  beftrfc  the  Houfe  oft  account  of 
the  parttcuiars  of  the  eiiisndte,  and  alfo^  a  plan  and  elevation  ef 
the  new  Courts  of  Juftice,  aud  oiBces  thereto  adJ€>inidg.'^ 

It  was;  ordered. 

TheS*ckEtARV  OF  State  faid  he  begged  to  c<J1  the  attentio*  ' 
of  the  Hoiife  to  a  fubje^of  tlpe  higheil  importa^e  to  the  peace 
and  profperity  of  this  kingclom,  and  which  had  been  tecommend- 
in  the  ftrongeft  terms  from  the  Throne — he  meant  the  fecarlty  of 
the  dlabliihed  church.  He  reminded  ^ntlemcja, .  that  in  the  lad 
lefiioA  he  had  introduced  a  bill  to  piioedd  ^he  rights  of  the  clergy^ 
which  by  force  or  fraud  had  been  wtelled  from  them.  The  prin* 
eiples  of  the  bill  were  moderate  in  the  extreme,  for  it  only  went 
to  enforce  compenlatioR  for  what  had  been  ui^fily  and  viokntly 
withheld  in  the  year  ij^6  ;  that  in  confequence  4k  thia  bill,  and 
finder  its  authority,  the  clergy  had  proceeded  to  recover  their 
dues,  and  there  were  at  prefent  feveial  caufes  in  refpedt  to  the 
fubjefl-' matter  thereof  pending  in  the.CQurt  of  Chancery.  He 
lamented  that  the  tendernefs  and  humanity  of  the  legidatOre  had 
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9ot  W  ^bc  defined  efe^;  fpr  tbQ^gH.in  tUc  5outli  vipjepf «  ^ 
^trage  h^id  iotfieyrhf^t  abated,  yet  the  (pint  of  combmatipi^ 
agaiaft  tbe  p^yni^t  of  tithes  ilill  continued  to  qper;^e  in  the 
ft^ngeft  t^faincr^  nay»  he  wnp  well  ipforjned  notice^  figped  hj- 
Captain  Right  had  been  ifTued,  eajoining  all  pcrfons,  nn^c^  the  {e<t 
vereft  penalties,  not  to  take  any  tithes  for  the  year  1787.  }tt 
was  alfp  informed,  that  outtagcs  agarnft  tithe-proftors  were  in 
fomeplaces  ftiil  continued,  that  feveral  of  the  eftablifhed'  clergy 
had  been  obliged  to  abandon  their  habitations,  and  that  one  man 
had  lately  been  murdered  by  the  infurgents. 

He  obferyed,  that  if  in  1787  a  neccflity  exifted  forpaifingal 
bin  to  enforce  compenfcition  to  the  clergy  for  tithes  withheld,  tbe 
Qoceility  was  even  ftroager  in  the  year  .  88,  as  from  the  general 
presence  of  combination  the  dergry  jn  ^he  Soiith  were  at  tbif 
day  aknoft  reduced  to  beggary.  He  Concluded  with  gbfemng* 
that  the  pte&nt  difpute  was  not  between  the  clergy  and  the  farr 
mera,  hut  between  the  legiflacureand  a  lawleis  rabble.  He  then 
i&OYed,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  enabk  aU  eccle/ 
fiaAical  pttffpas  asid  .bodies,  re^rs,  "vicars  and  curates,  and  imr 
pffopriators,  and  ihoie  deriving  by,  from  or  under  them,  to  re-> 
cover  a  j.uft  compenfation  for  the  tithes  withheld  from  thism  ia 
the  year  1 7187,  in  the  feveral  cOuntte;  and  counties  of  cities  thctxr 
in  ^mentioned,  againft  fuch  perfops  who  were  liable  to  the  faoftfi  ; 
and  ^  explain  and  amend  an  a&  made  in  the  twenty-ijeventh  year 
of  hit  MajefLy^s  i^ign,  entitled  <^  An  ad  to  enable  all  ecclcfiafi- 
tied  peiions  andibodies,  ref^ors,  vicars  and  curates,  and  impnot* 
priitosa,  and  thofie  deriving  by,  from  or  ynder  them,  to  recover 
a  juft  compeafatioB  for  the  tithes  withlield  from  them  in  the  year 
^  786>in  the  icvcral  counties  therein  mentioned,  againil  (uch  pei> 
ioxM  who  were  Hable  to  the  iame.'^ 

Mr.  QftikTTAN  pecalled  to  the  njiemory  of  the  Houfe,  the  n^r 
^f^  whv^  laft  fe$on  he  h^d  given  of  his  intentioi^  in  tbe  Qoui^ 
of  the  prefent,  to  lay  before  the  Houfe  a  plan  for  the  comojiuta- 
.lioto  q£  tithes  and  better  maintenance  of  the  clefgyt  He  now 
gavf  nqtice  ^at  i%  w^  his  determination,  as  foon  as  the  publqc 
J^M&iefe  rdfitive  to  the  iicoounts  and  fupply  ^ould  be  difpatched, 
^p  e^ter  imn^ediately  upon  the  fubjed  of  tithes,  aqd  he  did  not 
dcsfpj^r  of  being.able  to  offer  to  the  Houfe  a  plan,  perh^pa  not 
i^t^^cr  pcrfc<^,  but  fuch  as  the  wifdom  of  Parliament  9iight 
J^y  mfttjure  19 to  fuch  a  fyftem  as  woujd  ^^e  the  ckrgy  a  moce 
comfortable  and  more  hoj[io\vrat4e  fupport  than  they  at  prefent  po/- 
fcfs,  without  proving,  in  any  degree^  burdepfonpie  to  the  far- 
mer, or  cultivator  of  the  land.  He  faw  no  difficulty  in  uniting 
the  interefts  of  the  idergyman  and  farmer,  and  putting  an  end 
for  ever  to  thofe  diffentions,  fo  injurious  to  both.  At  prefent 
%t  would  tfgt  go  farther  into  the  fubjed,  but  he  begged  leave  to 
fttggefk  tethe  ri)?ht  hon.  gentleman,  that  as  the  bill,  by  him  n^ 
Vol.  VUL  ?  ^ 
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about  to  be  introduced,  had  reference  to  the  fubjcft  of  tithes, 
ft  would  be  right  to  defer  the  difcuflion  of  it,  until  that  fubjeft 
could  be  inveftigated  upon  an  extenfive  ground,  which,  he  ap- 
prehended, could  not  without  inconvenience  happen  till  after  the 
public  bufinefs  had  been  gone  through. 

Mr  Parsons  faid  no  man  could  have  a  warmer  difpofitioa 
to  fupport  the  clergy  in  an  honourable  manner  than  he,  but  he 
confidered  the  adl  of  lafl  fcfiion,  fo  far  as  it  takes  away  the  bene- 
fit of  trial  by  jury,  as  a  violation  of  Magna  Charta  ;  and,  how- 
ever highly  he  might  rcfpeft  the  clergy,  he  was  not  at  all  difpof- 
ed  to  facrifice  the  conftitution  of  the  country  to  their  advantage. 

The  Secretary  of  State  faid  whenever  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  [Mr.  Grattan]  fhould  think  proper  to  lay  his  bill  be- 
fore the  Houfc,  he  vvould  hp  ready  to  pay  it  all  the  attention 
which  the  magnitude  o{  the  queftion,  and  the  high  character  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  juftly  Jiterit.  Fiom  his  own  know- 
ledge of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  he  was  confident  it  could  not 
be  his  intention  to  drive  the  clergy  into  difficulties ;  and  there- 
fore as  the  bill  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  and  that  which  he 
was  now  defirous  to  introduce,  had  no  manner  of  reference  to 
each  other,  the  right  hon.  gentleman- s  bill  being  for  commuta- 
tion,  and  his  for  compenfation,  he  trufted-the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman would  permit  him  to  proceed.  He  urged  .the  danger  of 
permitting  the  lower  order  of  the  people  of  another  perfuafion 
to  trample  on  the  rights  of  the  clergy  of  the  eftablifhed  church. 
He  affured  the  Houfe,  that  the  poor  deluded  multitude  had  been 
fo  totally  miiinformed  of  the  determinations  of  the  legiflature 
w^ith  regard  to  them,  that  they  were  convinced  no  law  whatfo- 
cver  had  been  made  to  compel  the  payment  of  titires ;  he  thcrep 
fore  fubmitted,  whether  any  interruption  given  to  tlie  progrefs 
of  the'  bill  he  waf?  now  to  introduce,  might  not  tend  to  confirm 
them  in  their  dclufion,  and  thereby  produce  the  word  con(e- 
•quences? 

As  a  proof  of  the  moderation  of  the  clergy  in  their  demands, 
he  inftanccd  that  in  the  bifhoprics  of  Cork  and  Rofg,  no  more 
•  tithe  was  now  demanded  than  had  bean  received  thirty  years 
ago,  though  every  neceffary  of  life  had  been  nearly  doubled  in 
its  price  fmce  that  period. — 'He  concluded  by  faying,  as  to  the 
objedion  raifed  by  the  honourable,  gentleman  [Mr.  Parfons] 
upon  the  ground  of  conftitution,  it  would  be  time  enough  to 
-  difcufs  that  when  the  bill  was  introduced. 

He  then  offered  to  prefent  his  bill. 

Mr.  Grattan  wifhed  he  would  poftpone  it  till  next  week. 

The  Secretary  of  State  ftill  urged  the  neceffity  there 
was  for  fuch  a  bill.  He  faid  it  was  his  intention  to  have  iiiov«d 
fur  it  the  very  firft  day  of  the  feffion. 
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Mr.  BROWNt  (of  the  College)  fatd  that  he  wis  latclf  in 
that  part  of  the  country  alluded  to  by  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman,  and  that  he  could  afTure  gentlemen >  though  violences 
and  outrages  had  in  fome  degree  diminifhedi  yet  combinations 
againft  the  rights  of  the  clergy  {till  exiited. 

The  Attorney  General  (aid  he  beUcved  it  was  literally 
true,  that  combinations  againft  the  clergy  did  exift  in  the  county 
of  Cork,  yet  he  was  happy  to  inform  the  Houfe,  that  in  the 
county  of  Limerick  all  difturbaiices  had  fubfided,  and  a  perfedl 
obedience  to  the  laws  had  taken  place. 

The  bill  was  now  prefentcd,  and  read  a  firft  time. 

A  petition  of  the  Dublin  Society  for  promoting  huibandry 
and  other  ufeful  arts  m  Irdand,  under  their  common  feal^  was 
prefented  to  the  Houfe  and  read ;  fetting  forth,  that  the. peti- 
tioners were  by  his  late  Majefty  incorporated  by  the  (lile  and  title 
of  the  Dublii)  Society  for  promoting  hufbandry  and  other  ufeful 
arts  in  Ireland,  and  were  encouraged  to  carry  into  execution  the 
ends  of  their  faid  incorporation,  by  his  Majefty 's  bounty  of 
5 col.  a  year ;  the  petitioners,  in  purfuance  of  the  pUrpofes  of 
their  inftitution,  have  for  many  years  paft  expended  the  (aid  fum, 
together  with  their  own  private  fubfcriptions,  and  alfo  feveral 
ccnfiderable  grants  from  the  Houfe,  in  premiums  for  the  improve- 
ment of  agriculture  in  its  vari(5us  branches,  and  in  promoting  the 
introdu6lion  and  perfe6lion  of  fuch  arts  and  manufactures  as  ap- 
peared moft  advantageous  to  the  commerce  and  welfare  of  the 
people  of  Ireland ;  the  petitioners  therefore,  encouraged  by  the 
fuccefs  that  has  hitherto  attended  their  endeavours  for  the  pubb'ci 
fervice,  and  fully  fatisfied  of  the  generous  diTpofition  of  the 
Houfe  to  further  every  mtafure  tending  to  the  profperity  of  the 
kingdom,  pray  for  aid* 

Mr.  Forbes  faid,  a  report  had  gone  abroad  which  had  occa- 
fioned  no  fmall  alarm,  which  was,  that  the  principal  Secretary  to 
the  late  Lord  Lieutenant,  was  rewarded  for  the  many  eflential 
fervices  he  had  rendejed  this  kingdom  during  his  ftay  here,  with 
a  peniion  on  the  civil  eftablifhment  of  this  country,  of  no  lefs 
than  2006I.  a  year ;  that  this  had  now  fwelled  the  penfion  lift  to 
the  enormous  fum  of  ioo,oool-  which  exceeded  the  i^nglifh 
penfion  lift  by  5000I.  He  (hould  therefore  take  ihe  liberty  of 
afking  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  who  now  £lls  the  office 
of  Secretary,  if  the  report  be  founded  or  not  ? 

Mr.  Secretary  TiTZHERBERT  aflured  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman, it  was  impoffiblc  for  him  to  fay,  whether  it  was  or  was 
not  founded,  as  his  Majefty '3  pleafure  on  that  headw^  not 
•known  to  him. 

¥2 


Digitized 


by  Google 


'U  PARLlAMEKTAkY  [Jan.  *g, 

''  Mr.  "Forbes  faid  he  was  pot  petfrftly  fatf^ed  tfkli  the  man- 
ner ill  which  the  right  honourable  gentiertian  had  elprefted  Wm* 
felf.  He  reprobated  in  verr  fevere  terms,  the  tneafurc  of  pKn 
Viding  for  almoft.  every  Lord  Lieutenant's  Secretary  at  the  ex- 
pcnce  of 'this  country.  He  faid  it  was  a  moft  wanton  proftifioil 
of  the  public  mondy^  and  it  wae  eftabhfhing  a  precedent  extremely 
fengeroufi.  He  obferved  that  the  fum  reported  to  be  granted  to 
rtc  late  Secretary,  exeeeded  by  500!.  yearly,  what  was  ever 
granted  to  the  moft  rapacious  of  his  predeceflbrs  in  office  ;  arid 
as  he  was  not  likely  to  get  the  infwmation  he  looked  for  from 
the  right  honourable  gentleman,  he  (hould,  in  order  to  relieve 
him  from  any  embarraflkieiit  he  inight  be  undcv  on  the  oocafion, 
in  the  courfe  of  perhaps  ten  days,  move  for  an  addrefs  to  his 
Excefiency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  requefting  to  know  if  atiy  ftch 
grant  had  betti  rhade  br^rtot. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  to  Thurfday. 

After  the  Houfe  adjourned,  the  committee  of  aqpovnts  fait^ 
Mr.  Prime  Sei^ant  Fitzgerald  in  the  cfeair. 

Mr.  Forbes  faid  that  he  entertained  in  common  with  everj^ 
perfon  in  the  Houfe  and  nation,  expeftatlons,  which  he  madt? 
no  doubt  were  well  founded,  of  the  gieat  reform  in  point  of  pub- 
lic expence,  which  was  to  be  effefted  by  the  prefent  Irifh  Admi- 
niftration,  and  that  he  confideredjt  as  the  duty  of  every  member 
of  that  lioufe,  to  lend  their  utmoft  afliftance  to  the  mlnifter,  to 
enable  him  to  fittain  to  fuch  a  defireablc  obie<El,  He  obfcrxcd 
there  were  fomc  articles  of  the  public  expenditure,  wbich  werfc 
extremely  reprehenfibk,  and  if  fuchgrofs  mifapplication  of  th^ 
jpvhlic  moriey  paflcd  without  animadverfion,  and  received  tli^ 
uaanimows  fan Aion  of  the  Houfe,  the  minift^rmud  attempt  i|i 
vam  to  eftablifli  any  fyilem  of  retrenchment.     He  then  advertei 

.  to  the  praAice  which  had  of  late  prevailed  of  providing  houfes 
for  tiv^  £t!rvant6  of  the  Ci*own  at  the  public  ei^p^nce;  «nd' after 
•enumerating  'the  4^ffereitt  public  oSigcr^,  who  hod  hovfes  of  that 
'dd]eripiii»ii,  he  remarked  tWt  there  were  very  few  of ^tbe  member* 
'ivho  Ck  oh  the  Treasury *bench  and  its  vicinity',  th^  rents  of  whofc 
.houfes  were  not  charged  in  ibe  .pUbhc  accounts.  He  faid  thai 
fome  of  the  ferv!?mt8  of  the  Cr<>tt^n  were  not  con^pt  with  houfe# 
in  town,  but  alfo  hottfos  were  provided  for  th^m  jn  the  country  . 
at  the  public  expence,  und  KddMced,  as  an  inibn^e,  a  charge  for 
the  re»t  of  an  houfe  in  the  Park  for  the  Under- fecreiwy  in  tbfc 
civil  department,  und  another  ho^rfe  beyond  |bc  Park,  and  de- 
tached from  the  Lord  Lieutenant's,  for  the'  Under- fecretary  in 
the  militlM^  depart m4?Rt ;  and  in  anfwer  tb  sn  obfervsation  that 
-thefe 'm«)ifui^es  were  fidDpted  in  confequence  of  an  addrefs  of  ^he 

•Houfes  l)le*pM>v«d  by  clie  worde  of  that  addrefs,  which  only  rel^d 
to  the  accommodation  of  the  family  of  the  Chief  GoVCf  nor,  ^hjit 
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k^ufes  m  tM  eo«i(tl7  is  well  as  in  town  for  thefe  two  iecretaHe^g 

GoqU  never  bave  been  io  ihe  contemplation  of  the  Hpufe )  and 

fiud,  M  in  the  t^bfence  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  his  principal 

Seeretftry,  the  Under-fecretarics  are  the  only  perfons  capable  of 

treofa^tag  offieial  bufinef«,  it  was  abfurd  to  fuppofe  that  the 

meoabirs  who  voted  ^r  this  addrefs,  could  either  wifh  or  intend 

that  when  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  hU  principal  Secretary  leff 

town,  the  Under-fecretaries  fhould  leave  town  alfo.     He  added 

that  tbia  meafure  was  an  ingenious  device  of  the  late  Adminilbra- 

tion^  and  an  inv«titio»  of  a  new  inftrument  of  patronage  ;  but 

that  in  order  to  retrain  the'progrefs  of  this  abufe,  and  to  repro* 

hate  the  {mnciple  of  fuc]%  a  fyftem,  he  (hould  movcy  *<  that  the 

pra^ice  fhould  be  difcotttinued." 

The  Chancellor  of  the  ExcHE^^ycR  faid  that  the  hoaou* 
rable  gent1e«ftan  w^ll  knew  that  he  had  formeily  taken  the  opi- 
nion of  Parliament  on  this  very  refolution,  and  that  Parliament 
h^d  not  difapprovcd  the  refidence  of  certain  officers  being  pro- 
vided where  their  conftant  attendance  was  neceffary ;  but  the  re- 
fohitum  of  the  honourable  gentleman  feemed  to  imply  that  all 
public  officers  w€re  provided  with  habitations  at  the  public  charge* 
whereat  in  Ia6i  very  f<7W  were,  and  thofe  only  of  abfolute  necef^ 
ftty,  kiso^vfi  and  approved  by  Parliament. — The  honourable  gen- 
Cien^an  had  mentioned  the  houCes  in  the  Park  as  an  unneceiTary 
«xpenoe«  yet  he  well  knew  that  they  were  purchafed  at  the  defire 
of  Parlii^mefit)  eKpi«fl«d  in  an  addrefs  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant ; 
how  then  could  Government  be  cenfured^  or  with  what  degree  of 
confiftency  <x>ald  the  Houfe  now  cenfure  its  own  a^  ? 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Forces  egUed  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  a  ne>r 
charge  on  the  civil  efiabliihment,  of  an  additional  falary  of  900L 
per  annuo)  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  and  Hanaper.  He  meor 
tioned  that  this  o&«  had  been  formerly  held  by  a  gentleman  in 
England ;  that  in  order  to  induce  that  gentleman  to  refign  in 
favour  of  a  right  honourable  baronet^  a  member  of  that  Houfe^ 
a  penfion  of  4^oi.  per  aenum  was  at  firft  granted  to  that  gen- 
ileii^n,  who  fold  that  penflOn  to  a  deck  in  a  public  office  in  this 
king4om,  whofe  Ton's  Ufe  was  inferted  in  the  grant  of  that  pen« 
fian,  therefwe  this  arrangement  has  coft  tlie  country  154QI.  per 
fi^Mnum.  This  aieafure,  he  faid,  is  ufually  ftiled  at  the  Caftle* 
bringing  em^ynveikts  home  from  England ;  this  had  proved  very 
burdenfoHie  to  the  nation  ;  for  in  this  inila^jice  a  perfon  liad  got 
€401.  per  annuoa  peiifion  for  bring  the  Hanaper-office  home.; 
and  another  clerk  in  a  public  office  and  his  family  had  got  1 700I. 
pfenfioo,  for  Ringing  home  the  office  of  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer. He  faidy  though  the  meafure  was  not  falutary  to  the 
Country,  y-et  its  native  air  had  agreed  very  well  with  the  office  of 
"Qork  of  fehe  flanap«r|  aa  it  had  not  been  one  week  in  Irelaid 


Digitized 


by  Google 


7d  PARLIAMENTARY         [Jam.  19, 

before  it  cncreafcd  in  fize  double  what  it  had  betn  before.  He 
cxpreffed  a  great  perfonal  refpeft  for  the  right  honourable  baro- 
net, but  ohferved  that  fuch  an  enormous  encreafe  of  Talary  was 
a  mcafure  in  itfelf  fo  reprehenfible,  muft  prove  fuch  a  danger-* 
ous  precedent,  and  operate  as  fuch  a  permanent  charge,  that  he 
muft  enter  his  proteft  agtiinft  it.  He  moved,  **  that  this  addi- 
tional falary  was  an  unneceflary  charge." 

The  Attorney  General  fold  the  right  honourable  baronet 
who  was  the  fubje£t  of  the  prefent  conyerfation,  had  devoted 
bimfelf  entirely  to  the  duties  of  this  very  laborious  and  important 
office  ;  he  bad  undertakeja  to  arrange  and  regulate  the  records  de- 
pofited  therein,  which  for  more  than  fifty  years  had  been  inth^ 
utmoft  confufion  ;  whether  therefore  upon  this  view  of  the  bufi- 
iiefs,  the  honourable  gentleman  would  oenfure  an  officer  before 
he  had  any  experience  of  his  ability  and  dilig<;uce,  be  fubmitted 
to  his  own  wifdom. 

This  motion  wasalfo  negatived. 

^  Mr.  Forbes  defired  that  a  lift  of  the  penfions  granted  fincc  the 
laft  feffion  of  Parliament  might  be  r^d.  He  then  objefted  to  a 
penfion  of  loool.  per  annum  to  James  Brown,  Efq;  the  late  Prime 
Serjeant,  on  the  principle  only  of  its  being  granted  to  a  mex^bef 
of  the  Houftf  dunng  pleafure.  He  profeflcd  a  very  fmcere  regard 
for  'Mr.  Brown,  and  declared  that  as  Mr.  Brown  was  prevented 
by  bad  h~ealth  from  continuing  in  the  office  of  Prime  Serjeant,  or 
fucceeding  to  the  bench,  he  (hould  never  have  objedled  to  this 
proviflon  for  the  honourable  member,  if  it  had  not  been  made  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  to  violate  one  of  the  effential  principles  of  the 
conftitution,  and  to  affedl  moft  materially  the  independence  of 
Parliament,  The  principle  of  his  objedtibn  was  fo  obvious,  that 
it  was  fcarce  neceffary  to  ftate  it — ^it  was  highly  inconfiftent  to 
argue,  that  though  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was  invefted  by  the 
conftitution  with  a  power  of  controuling  the  Crown,  the  Crown 
had  a  right  to  render  that  power  of  controul  ufelefs,  by  makinff  ^ 
the  members  of  this  Houfe  penfioners  during  its  pleafure,  and 
dependant  on  it  for  fubfiftence.  He  alfo  remarked,  that  by  the 
Englifh  a6l  for  further  fecuring  the  liberties  of  the  fubjed,  it  wa« 
provided,  that  after  the  aoceffion  of  the  prefent  family  to  the 
throne,  no  penfioner  during  pleafure  fhould  fit  or  vote  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons.  He  faid  that  the  people  of  Ireland  had  a 
right  to  participate  with  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain,  in  all  the 
benefits  and  privileges  of  that  a6:,  and  the  Bill  of  Rights.  He 
moved,    "  that  this  penfion  was  a  mifapplication  of  the  revenue.** 

Mr.  Hardy  faid  that  the  idea  of  rewarding  a  faithful  and  de- 
ferring fervant  of  the  crown,  not  only  met  with  his  approbation 
but  liis  applaufe.  It  was  the  beft  policy  that  any  ftate  could  pof- 
ftbly  adopt  j  and  with  regard  tq  th?  learned  and  rcfpeftabl?  gea* 
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tleman  who  vr^s  particularly  involved  in  the  prefent  queftion,  he 
admitted  his  claim  to  the  favour  of  the  Crown  in  its  fulleil  extent : 
but  he  difapproved  very  much  of  the  manner  in  which  he  was  re^- 
warded ;  for  it  certainly  was  in  every  point  of  view  as  exception- 
able as  it  could  poffibly  be, — ^The  learned  gentleman  receives,  as 
a  reward  for  his  long  and  faithful  lervicca,  what  ?  A  penfion 
dunng  pleafure.     That  ia,  in  other  words,  he  is  placed  in  a  more 
ftridl  and  continued  dependence  upon  the  Crown,  at  the  very 
time  when  he  ought  to  be  rendered  totally  independent  of  'it. 
The  learned  gentleman,  from  his  profefiional  ability  and  his  par- 
ticular rank  at  the  bar,  had  the  jufteft  claim  to  a  judicial  fltuation  ; 
his  infirmities  obliged  him  to  forego  that  Gtu^tion,  and  then  be- 
caufe  he  cannot  be  an  independent  judge,  he  is  made  a  dependent 
member  of  Parliament.     When,  therefore,  his  honourable  friend 
objected  to  this  fpecies  of  peniion,  his  oppofition  was  kindnefs, 
was  tendernefs  to  the  learned  gentleman,  and  confidering  it  in 
that  light,   it  was  peculiarly  fortunate  that  fo  far  from  any  con- 
ftitutional  regards  interfering  with  his  perfonal  good  wifhes  for  the 
learned  gentleman,  which  was  too  often  the  cafe  on  queftions  of 
that  fort ;  on  the  contrary,  they  co-operated  with  each  other  in 
that  infkance,  fpr  acting  as  he  did,  from  conftitutional  motives, 
he  could  not  admit  of  a  penfion  during  pleafure  being  given  to 
^  member  of  Parliament ;  and  adling  from  perfonal  oonfideratious 
for  the  learned  gentleman,  his  claims  and  fltuation,  he  could  not 
admit  of  any  penfion  fo^  him  which  did  not  give  him  indepen» 
dence.    He  added  fome  other  obfervations,  that  fuch  queilions 
were  not  the  moft  pleafant  to  be  fpoken  to ;  as  to  fuperficial  ob- 
fcrvers,  they  always  appeared  harfh  and  invidious ;  but  no  conr 
fideration  of  that  fort  fhould  ever  deter  gentlemen  from  bringing 
them  forward.  He  concluded  with  giving  his  vote  for  the  motion. 

This  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Forbes  next  obje6ked  to  a  penfion  of  640I.  per  annum  to 
Thoma*  Higinbotham,  for  the  hfc  of  Robert  Higinbotham  ; 
and  faid,  th^t  as  none  of  the  fervants  of  the  Crown  could  afford 
the  Houfe  any  information  whatfoever  as  to  the  merits  and  fer- 
vices  of  Mr.  Higinbotham,  which  entitled  him  to  a  penfion  fo 
confiderable,  he  fhould  move,  •'  that  the  penfion  fhould  be  difallow- 
ed  ;"  adding,  that  he  was  aflonifhed  that  fo  large  a  portion  of  the 
public  money  fhould  be  difpofed  of  without  the  knowledge  or 
privity  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer ;  and  that  for  fuch  a 
tranfa6^ion  all  the  fervants  of  the  Crown  fhould  deny  any  refpon- 
fibility,  , 

This  motion  being  alfo  negatived. 

Mr.  Forbes  next  objected  to  a  penfion  of  1200L  per  annum  to 
Robert  Afh worth,  for  the  life  of  his  fon,  and  alfo  two  other  pen- 
fans  of  300I.  tacb,  and  one  of  zooL  to  the  fame  pcrfon  for  the 
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lives  of  KiS  dthcr  cMdren.  He  ftitcd  that  a  pcdfton  of  JOOoL 
^er  annuin  had  been  grartted  In  the  year  1755*  foi'lhe  life  of 
Frederick  Roblnfon — that  the  family  of  Robiflfon  had  htfcyy 
fold  that  penfion  t<5  Mr.  Alhworth,  and  bad  infiu^h^e  withGw 
yerrtrrient  UifRcient  to  prevail  dn  the  mirtifter  to  change  the  lift 
jn  the  grant,  and  td  iiifett  the  lives  of  the  yoiing  childre^i  of  Mr« 
^(Kworth  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Robitifon  ;  that  thi§  mdns^mwrt 
>Vas  now  beconicj  2t  frequent  praflicc,  and  if  Hot  r^ft^aiwcd,  tiiiA 
tend  to  perpetuate  the  burdens  on  the  eftiblilhitt^nt,  alid  bv  thil 
means  a  grant  of  ^  petifion  for  life,  would  operate  a^  a  l«ue  fof 
lives,  with  i  covenant  fof  perpetual  renewil.  He  therefbrt 
moved,  **  that  the  abovepenfion  was  an  itnprovidetit  difpofition  of 
the  revenue.'*  He  then  faid  that  he  fhoUld  not  trbuble  the  com* 
mittee  any  farther  ;  but  he  coUld  not  refrain  froth  expreffing  hii 
fcoricern,  that  tneafuHes  in  their  nature  fo  highly  ckc^ptionabife^ 
fliould  receive  the  fan6lion  of  the  new  Adrnkiiftrtlidii, 
This  inotibh  Was  h6gitived. 


imMlM^dm^lmimti^*^mA^v%\^    «■  tttri  i- ifi-.ft 


Tbi^^SDAY,    jANtjARY  3!,    \^%%* 

A  petitiort  of  th«  maouia<^rers  of  fattinet,  eyerlaftin^,  caUt- 
ina^nc*,  e&mblct,  ciilpe  ^nd  ftuifFs,  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  v^hoft 
Tifimes  Af-e  thereunto  fubfcrtbed^  was  prefented  to  the  Houfc  ahd 
feid;  fettirtgf  fdl-th,  that  petitioners  have  kboilired  under  inftip* 
pot tc^fe  difficulties  for  the  lad  twelve  months,  owing  principally 
\A  the  gfeat  rife  on  the  tnateriak  of  which  their  mtinufa^ures  ar^ 
ifcorAjpofed  ;  that  petitioners  6nd  it  impoffible  to  meet  the  mand^ 
fll6^res  of  Gi'eiit  Britain  upon  equal  terms  in  this  or  aay  otbdr 
market,  the  raw  materials  being  confiderably  cheaper  in  that 
kingdom  than  in  this  ;  that  the  prefent  bounty,  though  very  in- 
adeeju^te  t6  the  rife  on  the  raw  materiafe,  h^s  Enabled  petitioners 
tb  continue  a  gi'eat  number  of  their  working  people  einpioyed. 
Which  they  mull  have  ©therwife  difcharfed  5  that  pettttoneri^ 
'■♦ith  the  gVeateft  humility,  beg  leave,  in  addition  to  their  oi^ti  • 
grlevaticcs,  to  l-eprefent  to  the  Houfc  the  diftreCted  {ituaticta  of 
rtofe  than  half  of  the  working  people,  v^ho  for  want  of  employ^. 
ttent  are  reduced  to  a  degree  of  wretchedneft  beyond  defcriptroti  c 
that  petitioners,  relying  on  the  wifdtirii  aiid  hnthanity  of  the 
5i6Ufe,  pray  feiief. 

A  petition  of  the  merchants  and  traders,,  whofe  names  rfffe 
thereunto  fubfcribed,  afTociatcd  under  the  name  of  the  Green- 
land Fifhery  Company  of  Londonderry,  was  prefented  to  the 
Jibufe  atid  read  ;  ffcttiifg  fbrth,  that  the  petitit)nert  having  ob- 
fetvfd  the  very  liberal  encoufagemefit  granted  by  the  Howfe  fdr 
the  fmpfovemetit  of  the  filherresof  Ii*ekind,  artd  relying  on  the^ 
countenance  and  fupport  to  every  attempt  for  extending  the  trade 
and  commerce  of  this  kingdom,  did;  in  the  month  of  Novsmbery 
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ffSjfi  form  fcliemfelve6  4nco  a  cdmpany  fdr  the  pilrpofe  <£  canff* 
in^  OH  tbe  Greeknd  whale  fi&ery  fi ote  the  pott  6f  Londonderry  ^ 
t!i^t  for  tiua  purpofc  they  parehared  a.nd  fitted  out  .the  (hip  Nep« 
tune  of  400  tons  burdeB^  at  an  expetice  bf  60O0I.    and  employed 
her  in  t})e  Grel:i!ilftad  fifhcry  in  the  ^ilear  1^86^  where  (he  caught 
three  whiles  \  that  a»  there  was  no  bounty  granted  by  the  Par« 
Uamettt  of  Ireland  for  (hips  employed  in  that  trade,  ths  petiti- 
oners were  obliged  to  fend  the  fald  (hip  N<;ptune  to   Liverpo<^ 
to  difcharge  the  blubber  and  whale  fins,  in  order  to  entitle  thcna 
to  feoeivt  the  Britifh  bounty)  and  in  returning  from  thence  to 
th(«  pofl  f^e  ^as  loft  in  the  bay  of  Ballycft&le  ;  thai  notvt^'tli* 
tjindiiig  this  lofs  the  petitioners  bought   attd  fitted  out  another 
fl^  fdf  the  Grethland  fifhery,  at  nearly  the  fartve  estpence  as  the 
fdrmef^  and  cAipioyed  her  laft  f^£oB  in  that  tr^e  ;  that  not-" 
«rith(iaridiftg  dn  ad  was  patfed  in  ttte  laft  ftfTion  of  the  Irt(h  Paf<- 
llament,  grantiftg  a  bounty  to  v^field  employed  in  the  Greenland 
ifheiy,  yet  the  petitioned  are  unabk  to  avail  therfifelves  of  the 
tenefits  dflfered  by  that  aft,  not  having  a  refining  houfe  for  whale 
dH^  amd  therefore  they  muft  fend  ihcir  blubber  to  Engkad  to  he 
*eflhed,  in  €onfc(}Uenee  of  which  vtry  <ibnfid«rable  expence  (eon- 
Ming  of  fteight^  commiffion  and  i»fur»vee)  is  i4)curfed,  and  the 
petitioners  are  theieby  prcTcnted  from  fefririgifig  their  oil.fco  mai4c€t 
apott  equal  terms  with  the  Britifti  merchant ;  thit  the  petittonera 
humbly  conceive  that  the  carrying  on  the  Greenland  trkale  filfcery 
from  this  kingdom  is  an  obje6t  of  national  innportance,  and  thef 
entertain  a  well-founded  hope  that  the  Houfe,  as  the  guardians 
of  the  comttterce  and  pWfpcrity  of  Ireland^  will  grant  fiich  ftffif- 
tanCe  ae  an  undertaking  fo  peculiarly  citvumftanced  delervesj 
that  as  the  petittonei^s  arc  the  firft  couipany  who  have  attempted 
that  trade  from  this  kingdom,  the  expenfes  have  been  greatly 
cncre^fcd  by  their  beirtg  obliged  to  bring  from  England  experi* 
caced  Artificers,  ofikers,  barpopners  and  feamen>  and  airD,all  the 
materials  neceffary  fot  carrying  on  the  fifhery,  which  extraordt 
nary  expenfe  will  be  in  a  great  meafure  favecj  to  future  adventur- 
m  J  that  in  drder  to  fethove  the  incorveniencicB  which  the  peti- 
tioners labour  iindef,  and  give  perrtwhence  to  their  ondertaking, 
it  ^ifl  be  abfdktefy  neceflkry  to  ere£t  refiuihg  houfes,  &c.  in  thi» 
*fty,  which,  froitt  att  eftittiftte  they  ha^e  received,  will  coft  uji- 
#a^  ^  56O0I.  and  therefore  praying  relief. 

^The  Honourable  Dennis  BaowxE  ^id  ht  had  not  been  in  the 
Houfe  on  the  lad  day,  when  an  honourable  member  whom  he  did 
not  now  fee  in  hrs  place,  [Mr.  Forbes]  had  made  a  motion  re- 
fpeding  a  penfion  of  loool.  a  year,  which  an  honourable  relation 
of  his  now  enjoyed  ;  he  fhouM  bag  leave  to  explain  the  cireom- 
tinces  attending  that  tl-ftnfaftion  j  for  he  ftiould  be  exceedingly 
forryithat  any  of  his  family  fht>Ofld  be  fupported  by  the  public 
ftromj*    Me  faid  that  his  honoutuble  r^Utibii  held  a  refpcfb^ 
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able  mid  lucrative  empfoynient  in  the  law  department^  but  on 
account  of  his  ill  ftate  of  health »  he  was  obliged  to  refign  it, 
and  the  penfion  alluded  to  was  granted  to  him  as  a  retired  public 
officer;  he  underftood  his  honourable  relation  at  the  time  the 
motion  was  made  refpe6itng  him,  was  mentioned  by  the  honour- 
able member  who  made  it,  in  a  flile  fomewhat  flattering,  but 
the  praifes  of  that  honourable  member  were  totally  indilFerent 
to  his  honourable  relation. 

Mr.  CoRRY  faid  as  bis  honourable  friend  [Mr:  Forbes]  was 
abfenty  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  deemed  improper  that  hefhould 
fay  for  him,  he  had  no  intention  of  throwing  any  injurious  or 
unkind  refle^iqn  upon  the  honourable  gentleman's  relation,  but 
having,  in  a  former  feffion,  pledged  himfelf  to  the  Houfe,  to 
watch  over  and  fcrutinize  every  addition  tp  the  peniion  lift,  it 
became  his  duty  to  notice  that  to  the  late  Prime  Serjeant. 

As  to  what  the  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  that  the  praife 
bellowed  upon  his  relation  was  no  obligation,  he  thought  very 
differently ;  he  knew  no  man  whofe  charadfcer  would  not  receive 
additional  value  by  the  praife  of  his  honourable  friend,  who  was 
one  of  the  worthiefl:  men  living — -^ho  never  bcilowcd  praife  where 
he  did  not  think  it  due,  and  who  could  not  be  forced  to  fpeak 
differently  from  what  he  thought,  by  the  honourable  gentkmaQ 
or  any  of  his  relations. 

The  Houfe  adjourned,  and  the  committee  of  accounts  {at. 

Mr.  CoRRY  faid  he  would  take  the  liberty  of  aiking  a  quef- 
tion  or  two  concerning  fomc  charges  which  appear  in  the  public 
accounts,  and  for  which,  though  fmall  in  themfelves,  fome  rea- 
fon  ought  to  be  affigned.  One  of  thefe  charges  was  1 6 1.  to  a 
William  Parks,  Efq ;  another  was  1 1  zl.  to  Robert  Watfon 
Wade^  for  bringing  up  the  balances  of  coUei^ors  ;  another  of 
150I.  to  another  officer  of  the  treafury  for  the  like  fervice. 

Mr.  Clements  explained  the  two  latter  items,  by  obferving,^ 
that  oftentimes  colle£korS  of  the  public  revenue  detain  in  their  hand^ 
confiderable  fums  of  money,  while  perhaps  the  neceffities  of  the 
flate  for  payment  of  the  ai my,  or  other  purpofes,  may  prefs  ex- 
tremely for  it.  In  fuch  cafes  it  is  ufual  to  fend  a  confidential 
clerk  of  the  Treafury  to  bring  up  the  balance,  who,  for  his  trou- 
ble of  traverfing  perhaps  one  fourth  part  of  the  kingdom,  is  allow- 
ed 25L  and  his  travelling  expences,  verified  on  affidavit.  Such 
had  been  the  fad^  in  the  two  inftances  ftated; 

Mr.  CoRRY  faid  he  rouft  next  take  notice  of  a  very  confider- 
able fum  indeed,  charged  by  Mr.  Kemmis,  Crown  Solicitor,  for 
profecutions,  viz.  5270L  No  very  fatisfaftory  information  had 
been  received  on  that"  head,  nor  could  he  help  expreffing  his  afto-. 
nifhment  at  the  enormity  of  the  law  charges  wherever  they  appear- 
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ed  in  the  public  accounts ;  indeed  Wherever  the  law  could  grt  i» 
finger  into  the  nation's  piirfe,  it  generally  tore  fo  large  a  holethMt 
a  great  quantity  of  the  people's  money  ran  out. 

He  alio  took  notice  of  the  accounts  of  the  Commiflioners  of  Bar-* 
racks  which  had  been  juft  brought  in,  amounting  to  27,4391.  and 
which,  he  faid,  were  now  going  to  be  pafled  without  time  for  ex- 
amination. 

The  Chancellor  jor  the  Excheqwer — ^The  fums  total 
were  called  for,  but  not  the  particulars.  Would  the  honourahfe 
gentleixiau  have  the  papers  prefented  that  he  did  call  for,  and  the 
papers  he  did  not  call  for  ?  If  he  has  not  called  for  the  proper  pa- 
pets,  he  <;an  blame  none  but  himfclf ;  for  no  paper  has  been  refufed 
or  delayed  that  was  demanded. 

•  As  to  the  fums  charged  for  law  expences,  they  arc  undoubt« 
edly  very  high  ;  but  the  honourable*  gentleman  weU  knows  they 
are  owii\g  to  the  late  unhappy  ftate  of  the  kingdom,  which  £ 
hope  will  never  return  again ;  and  gentlemen  ought  to  recoiled 
that  the  Crown  deferves  praife  rather  than  cenfure,  for  having 
reftored  the  country  to  tranquillity  by  the  intervention  of  the 
laws. 

Mr.  CoRRY  faid  fomc  words  of  apology  for  the  trouble  and 
delay  he  had  givpn  to  the  Houfe,  by  calling  for  a  vaft  number  of 
•  papers  ;  but  even  this  delay,  he  faid,  might  prove  uftful,  as  it 
gave  time  for  gentlemen  to  refleft  on  the  fituation  of  the  coun- 
try, and  his  frequently  defcending  into  objedls  apparently  of 
fmall  moment  might  ferve  to  Ihew  the  right  honourable  Secretary, 
that  that  Houfe"*was  jealous -and  watchful  of  the  public  money, 
and  would  eagerly  fupport  Government  in  a  fyftem  of  retrench- 
ment. It  might  alfo  ferve  to  (hew  to  bim»  who  was  ufed  to 
meafure  expences  upon  the  fcale  of  a  great  and  opulent  country, 
that  In  this  poor  kingdom  we  are  obliged  to  attend  to  matters 
comparatively,  of  little  value. 

As  he  was,  he  faid,  ready  to  g^ve  praife  to  Government,  where 
there  was  any  true  caufe,  he  took-  this  oppoitunity  of  declaring 
his  fatisfadlion  at  fome  fymptoms  of  ceconomy  which  had  appear- 
ed in  their  conduft  in  the  lalt  year.  He  would  not  have  the 
arrogance  to  fuppofe  that  thofe  who  had  the  management  of  the 
finances  had  formed  their  conduit  upon  what  he  had  delivered 
in  that  Houfe ;  but  moft  certainly  fome  of  the  abufes  he  had 
cenfured  had  been  in  a  great  meafure  correfted.  With  refpeft 
to  news  printers,  he  Ivgid  more  than  once  taken  the  liberty  of 
troubling  the  Houfe,  and  had  beep  curious  to  examine  the  pub- 
lic expences  under  that  head.  He  found  that  in  the  year  1774, 
the  fums  charged  for  news  printers  (the  Gazette  incliided)  was 
217].  From  that  period  there  was  an  apnual  increafe  to  1785,  ia 
wjiich  year  the  charge  was  4120I. — in   1786,  it  wai  4!53l,— 
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hnt  bft  yejtr  170©]. — fo  that  thtrt  is  a  faring  of  2455!.  Sodie 
#f  the  particulars  on  which  the  hring  had  been  made  he  uameii: 
One  worthy  proprietor  of  a  news  p  per,  whofe  incoKie  from  Go 
mcrnment  in  the  former  year  was  650I.  had  kft  year  been  reduced 
to  304I.*— another  whofe  paper  for  fomc  years  paft  had  beeninfifi' 
Mc>  the  Volunteer  Evening  Poft,  had  from  15541  been  reduced 
to  SooU  Another  faving  had,  he  obferved,  been  made  upon  Ac 
charge  under  the  head  of  Purfuivants  at  Arms  ;  in  1786  that 
eharge  amounted  to  a  very  great  fum— laft  yesir  it  had  been  rc- 
tfnced  one  half — ^yet,  cert«inl}%  their  duty  had  net  been  lefe  ;— 
«m  the  contrary,  from  the  tour  made  by  the  nobleman^  wbolil 
de4th  we  all  lament,  it  muft  have  been  greatly  increafed. 

Thtfe  favfftgs,  though  not  very  great  in  therafelves,  certainly 
fbewed  feme  attention  to  ceconomy ;  and  proved,  that  if  upoil  fd 
▼cry  infignificaflt  an  article  as  news  papers,  a  fum  equal  to  the 
itttereft  of  66,000!.  at  four  per  eent.  could  be  faved,  a  very  llttll 
*are,  fnpported  by  a  firong  defire  of  retretichment,  would  enable 
Government  to  plaee  tnls  country  in  a  fiourifliing  (ituation  indeed. 

He  faid  that  having  entered  lo  far  into  the  fubjeft  of  retrench- 
tftentj  he  now  begged  kave  to  take  a  retrofpe^ive  view  of  the 
cxpences  and  revenue  of  the  nation  for  a  few  years  paft,  begift- 
ningat  1783.  He  entered  at  large  into  the  fubjed,  and  (aid 
that  the  expences  of  the  nation  from  that  period,  to  i  jS^  in- 
clulive,'  exceeded  her  income  from  I22,oo0l.  to  147,0001.  pef 
ann.  In  1785  the  gentleman  (the  prefent  Speaker)  who  then 
managed  the  finance,  and  who  in  every  fituation  adied  for  the 
honour  and  intereft  of  this  coimtry,  came  down  to  Parliament, 
boldly  looked  the  danger  in  the  fece,  and  obtained  a  refolution  to 
prevent  the  accumulation  of  debt.  He  propofed  new  taxes  to 
the  amount  of  140,000!. — an  immediate  loan  of  150,0001,  and 
a  vote  of  50,0001.  t(y  keep  Government  afloat  tftl  the  taxes 
Should  operate.  All  which  being  granted,  every  man  thought  it 
impoffible  for  any  new  debt  to  arife ;  yet  the  very  next  year  it 
appeared  that  Government  was  io6,oool.  behind'  hand.  *rh6 
tevenues  indeed  had  fallen  while  the  bounties  had  increafed  ;  but 
this  was  no  excufe ;  for  if  they  had  obferved  the  revelaae  fkHitig, 
they  Ihoold  have  retrenched  their  expences,  having  received  the 
irew  taxes  on  the  fpedal  condition  of  avoiding  the  accumulatiofi 
of  debts. 

In  the  laft  year  the  right  honourable  the  Chancellbr  of  the 
Exchequer  had  ilated,  that  he  was  ready  to  accebt  the  revenues 
oi  the  nation  for  its  cxpences,  yet  in  that  year  Government  had 
again  been  deceived,  f  he  exceeding  of  ^perice  beyond  revenue 
was  iSojOool.  the  bounties  and  drawbacks  ftill  rifing,  and  the 
tevenue  decrealing,  though  \^ith  an  additional  charge  for  ma- 
nagement. He  therefore  defired  gentlemen  to  consider  to  what 
this  extravagance  tended.  Had  it  been  the  misfortune  of  the 
empire  to  have  been  involved  in  a  war, how  cohM  this  kingdoftvhavc 
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pftn^tt  fifppmt  which  her  cndimtioii  would  pramf^iier  iw 
ofoto  htt  Sovereign  ?  Would  they  have  fent  owsrtlie  peiUi^m 
lifti  or  pktts  and  elevations  of  the  palaces  raiiied  for  Commit 
fionan  ^  Woidd  thig  have  fatisfied  htm  >  Yet  this  is  «11  that  Ive- 
/and  dan  fbew  ibr  140,0001.  annual  additional  taxes.  Thi^ 
bowever,  \rould  not  put  arms  ia.  the  handa,  or  cloaths  upoK  the 
backs,  of  the  men  of  Ir^and,  who  would  be  ready  to  fight  l&m 
battles  oi  their  Sovereign. 

He  lad,  he  faid>  great  refped  for  the  prcfeat  Crovetnmeiit} 
be  beUeved  their  intentrons  towards  the  covatiy  were  moft  hoBoqr-' 
fll»k ;  nor  did  he  defpair  of  the  refottrces  of  the  ccnrotry  itielf, 
but  he  wifted  to  fupport  the  good  intentions  of  Goverfimeat  4>j 
^,ads  of  that  Houfe,  and  to  that  end  he  wished  to  place  npoa 
^  joumak  a  refolation,  founded  on  the  report  of  the  commiuee 
of  accounts.  He  then  moved  the  following  re&iutioti'  ^^^Re-^ 
fi^Ved,  TUfat  it  afffeart  from  the  rtport  of  the  commiuee  ^  ttc*^ 
tnnh^  ihat  4H  ike  year  ending  Lady  Day^  1 787,  Mr  expencti  qf4hi* 
tutioM  have  exceeded  her  ire^enues  by  the  fum  •/*  i  So^ooo/i 

Hie  Chamcellor  of  the  ExCHEtuTEiu— I  thank  the 
bpnourable  ^entleoun  for  the  great  delicacy  he  has  (hewn  towMds 
immtv  adminiilrations,  whofe  ai^,  however,  I  am  ready  ti» 
defend,  did  not  hts  extreme  moderation  reader  a  defenx^e  tmae- 
ceiTary.  1  alfo  thank,  him  for  his  able  ftatednent;  but  I  mu& 
take  the  traobk  myfelf  of  dating  the  fa£^8* 

Sir,  it  is  not  by  the  c^pences  of  your  Governnwnt,  but  by  ihe^ 
jpFOwittg  profpcrity  of  your  country,  by  the  increafe  of  your 
agriculture,  and  the  confequent  increafe  of  drawbacks  and  hown- 
ties,  that  your  revenue  is  fwailowed  1^;  yet  notw^lthfianding 
thofe  drains  upon  your  income,  if  no  new  tax  is  propoTed,  no 
aew  burden  thrown  upon  the  fubje£^  they  have  reafon  to  rejoioe 
at  their  proCperoos  fituation.  The  capital  of  your  national  debt 
kts  been  reduced  ioo,oool.«^the  interaft  of  a  great  part  of  the 
Rmainder. has  heen  reduced  alfo.  Formerly,  and  that  not  long 
fince,  you  borrowed  money  at  7I.  los.  per  cent,  intereil,  now 
you  pay  3I.  I  OS.  Are  thefe  the  marks,  of  a  declining  (late  }  No. 
Itiftead  of  looking  with  a  gk)amy  afpe6l  at  the  fituation  of  the 
country,  gentlemen  ou^t  to  glory .  in  their  condudl,  who  hare 
been  inftntntental  in  bringing  it  to  its  prefent  ilate. 

The  honourable  gentleman  has  faid,  that  the  expences  of  the 
ebuntiy  are  rifing  :  he  knows  as  well  as  any  man  that  her  ;re- 
foUMses  wpt  riiing  in  a  much  gf  eater  proportion.  I  ihall,  I  truH,^ 
be -able  to  fhew  to-morcow,  in'  lading  the  ftate  of  the  natioii 
betbre;this  Houfe,  that  it  never  was  in.fuch  a  flouriihing  condi- 
tion. What,  though  our  expences  are  incireafed  by  bounties  given 
oncprn  and  on  manufadures.  Is  thq  honcurable  gentleman  dif 
pfeafed  at  this  ?  Formerly  we  were  fed  hy  corn  from  England 
and  America,  now  we  have  not  only  abundance  for  our  ow« 


Digitized 


by  Google 


,tS  PARLIAMENTARY  [Jah.jt, 

ccmfint^iofi,  but  great  quantities  for  exportation.     Are  the 
perfons,  who  by  an  excellent  fyftem  of  corn  laws  have  brought 
about  this  change,  to  be  condemned  ?  or  arc  the  bounties  bf 
vhich  it  was  promoted  to  be  called  profiilion,  and  a  wafte  of  pub-* 
Kc  trcafure?    The  fame  argument  applies  equally  to  our  manu- 
ibiftures ;  they  have  been  promoted  by  bounties— they  arc  now 
ia  a  ilate  of  profperity — ^they  have  coft  the  nation  large  fums»  but 
will  the  honourable  gentleman  deny  that  the  money  was  wifely 
applied ;  and  though  at  firft  it  may  be  canfidered  as  an  heavy 
cxpence,  that  it  is  the  purchafe  of  future  wealth  ? 
,  The  honourable  gentleman  has  afleitted  that  the  tevcnue  has 
felkn,  and  has  blamed  mintftera  for  not  forefeeing  that  fall  and 
providing  againfl  it.     Could   the   honourable   gentleman  have 
forefeen. that  the  crops  in  the  Weft  Indies  would  have  failed,  and 
that  -Oft  the  fingle  article  of  fugars  the  revenue  would  have  fallen 
40,000k  and  that  the  importation  of  rum  would  havcbeen  re- 
duced almoft  to  nothing?  yet  thefe  are  the  circumftances  be 
blames  minifters  for  not  having  forefeen. 

The  honourable  gentleman  has  faid  that  the  expence  of  ma- 
nagement has  increafed.  *Tis  true#  for  when  a  new  fyftem  of 
taxes  was  granted,  it  became  neceffary  to  have  new  officers  to 
colle£l  them ;  and  I  believe  the  number  and  expence  of  thofe 
officers  will  be  found  very  fmall  indeed,  if  the  extent  of  their 
duty  be  for  one  moment  conlidered. 

To  the  caufes  of  expence  which  I  have  mentioned,  and  which 
no  friend  of  the  country  can  difapprove,  muft  be  added  the  un- 
forefeen  expences  occafipned  by  an  infurredlion  in  the  kingdom^ 
The  expences  incurred  by  profecutipns,  fpecial  commiffions,  and 
fending  a  body  of  troops  into  the  South  upon  that  occafion* 
The  very  exceeding  on  the  article  of  forage  was  14,000!.  We 
muft  alfo  add  expences  incurred  by  the  addrefles  of  this  Houfe— ' 
compenfation  made  to  Mr.  Talbot — ^building  the  Soldiers  Infir- 
mary, 8,8ool.  and  a  variety  of  other  articles,  all  which  are  ftatcd 
in  the  accounts,  and  have  been  examined  and  approved  by  the 
Committee  ;  fo  that  if  thefe  veiy  heavy  and  very  much  unfore- 
feen  expences  were  to  be  deducted  from  the  charge,  it  would  be 
found  that  the  eftimates  were  not  only  fufficient,  but  that  Go- 
vernment had  a<Elually  lived  ip,oool.  within  their  income. 

I  (hall  now  move  the  following  amendment  to  the  honourable 
gentleman's  refolution :  •         . 

Which  difference  of  increafe  prtncipally  arifes  from  a  e^mintttion  of 
grofs  revenue^  by  the  increafe  of  management^  bounties  and  dra*uf^ 
backs ^  and  from  an  accidental  reduSion  in  the  import  of  fugar  and 
rum^  and  from  other  caufes  not  likely  to  recur  again  ;  and  that  Go* 
vcrnment  has  reduced  its  expences  10,000/,  within  that,  period* , 

Mr.  Parsons  entered  into  a  comparative  view  of  the  taxes  3nd 
fef^urces  of  England,  France  and  Ireland,  deducing  from  the 
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wbokf  that  the  taxes  of  France,  in  proportion  to  her  wealtli, 
«rere  one-third  more,  than  thofe  of  England,  and  the  taxes  of 
Ireland  one-half.  He  defired  to  know  for  what  the  people  of 
Ireland  were  fo  oppreffed  with  taxes  ?  or  what  rank  did  we  aC- 
pire  to  amongft  the  nations  of  Europe  i 

Sir  Henry  Cavendish. — I  have  read  a  great  many  books  on 
taxation,  and  was  I  to  give  implicit  credit  to  them,  I  fh»uld  en- 
tertain opinions  very  different  from  the  faft  ;  for  I  know  when 
I  come  to  feel  the  taxes  here  and  in  England,  jny  fenfations  are- 
very  different  in  the  two  countries ;  and  this  I  mention,  as  I 
think  every  mite  of  information  ought  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe. 
I  have  fome  property  in  England,  and  fome  property  here.  In 
England,  when  I  receive  my  hundred  pounds,  I  am  immediately 
furrounded  with  fuch  a  fwarm  of  tax  gatherers,  that  very  littk  oif 
it  indeed  goes  into  my  pocket.  In  Ireland,  when  I  receive  my 
hundred  pounds,  I  pocket  almoft  the  whole.     This  inchnes  me 

'  to  think,  that  the  country  where  a  man  enjoys  the  greateft  part 
of  his  property  is  not  the  moft  oppreffed  with  taxes. 

Let  roe  now,  by  way  of  novelty,  fay  a  word  to  the  qneftion  : 
— ^When  a  queftion  is  propofed  in  this  Houfe,  one  is  apt  to  alk, 

'  cut  bonof  to  what  good  does  it  lead  ?  Now  I  own,  I  cannot  fee 
any  very  great  ufe  in  the  propofition,  as  originally  made :  how- 
ever, I  am  always  glad  to  fee  the  moft  minute  enquiry  into  the 
public  expences  :  but  I  do  not  fee  how  publishing  a  truifm  can 
be  of  any  advantage  to  the  nation,  much  lefs  to  the  Houfe  itfelf. 
But  if  gentlemen  will  ftate  more  truth,  and  the  whole  truth, 
confequeritly  the  whole  accounts,  which  are  already  in  print  upon 
your  table,  I  have  no  obje6iion.  I  Ihall  now  fit  down,  fuggeft- 
ing  that  it  would  be  better  the  whole,  both  queftion  and  amend- 
ment, were  withdrawn' ;  for,  what  gentleman  can  with  propriety 
vole  upon  them  who  has  not  clofely  inveftigated  the  accounts  ? 
and  perhaps  that  is  not  ten  of  our  whole  number, 

Mr.  Forbes. — After  the  very  great  difplay  of  abilities,  and 
the  wonderful  accuracy  with  which  my  honourable  friend  hall 
gone  through  the  inveftigation  of  the  accounts,  and  by  which 
he  has  demonftrated  the  truth  of  his  propofitions,  I  fhould  do 
the  fubjedt  great  injuftice  did  I  ti^fpafs  upon  the  Houfe,  by  add- 
ing a  fingle  word  of  argument.  I  ftiall  not,  but  merely  move  a 
further  amendment  in  thefe  words,  to  follow  in  the  amendment 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Excheqiier,  after  the  word  rum,  anJ 
from  an  sncreafe  of  fenfions  on  the  civil  and  military  ejlablifbments^ 
and  exceedings  on  conc^rdatumf  and  from  military  and  barrack  ex- 
traordinarieSf  and  from  grants  of  penfions  and fc^laries ^  oh  the  revs 
nue  and  from  the  expences  of  the 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rofe  tomoveafur- 
tlicr  amendment — fF/M  dif^rgnt  articles  have  been  audited  and  ex^ 
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mmimdSy  iht  cMumtUf  pf  ^ccounfs  mthovS  any  farticidar  9hfema^ 
Ainxm^  and  luhkh  ufiam  the  nuholefopm  an  txpence  of  Govthunent 
hfs  hy  lOyOOoL  than  that  of  the  fanner  year. 

The  Attorney  Genci^a^  moved  9  fuithPT  %f^mi^%f^  ij* 
thefe,words — AIL  which  appears  ptuch  more  fully  and  accurately  In 
the  nport  of  the  committee  of  accomtSy  than  it  can  do  in  this  refok' 

Mr.  Forbes  followed  with  another  amendment — Though  the 
farticulars  of  the  Barrack  and  Park  expences  were  nof  laid  hforp  the 
Hwfe  till  afier  -the  eomnatiee  of  accounts  'waf  chfed, 

Mr,  CfJFFi.t-^TIicy  were  brougHc  in  a«  fo©n  as  they  vert 
cuBed  for.  They  ane  as  fall,  as  accurate,  end  as  explick  as  ever 
pikers  were.  If  geotlemen  did  not  call  for  ttem  in  ^me,  they 
ire  Qoly  to  Uasie  thendielves. 

Mn  Forbes  faid  h£  hftd  a^t  <he  o»eft  d^iint  thotjtgbt  of  the 
throwing  any  blame  on  th«  right  )»9jpK>^»f9hIt3  g^lpmaa.  He  ac- 
knowledged chat  the  p^pfr^  were  i)^  £aSkd  for  *  in  tin)^,  but  h« 
obferved,  that  th^  bi^^s  df.  the  ^copiMQJtt^  WM  fo  bunpted^  thti 
it  was  impofilbk  to  go  ;hrQ^^  »|U  ih«  iK;$:effary  doctuQe^ta^ 

TheCwAjJCEJ^J^B.  PF  T^E  ExjC^pquer  faLd  that  the  Qf»pw 
mitteeof  accpunts  had  filt  £pur  i^ys  ahfoltftely  idkf  ia  ordfft^ 
give  j^entfemen  opportunity  of  bringing  forwar4  Aiich  fuye4feb 
or  calling  for  fuch  papers  as  tbfy  isigt'  think  necclftiry ;  hut  t;hH 
the  honourable  gentlenaao  w'ght  no^  coaipfein  any  more  of  •pr^isl' 
pitation,  he  would  aid  him  with  further  4^ay;  'by  Aipvipg  the 
queftion  of  fidJQurnojent. 

Mr.  Tig  HE  faid,  hetrufted  that,  nQtwjthft.anding  awjepdment 
upon  amendment  had  been  made,  until  they  had  excited  the  laugh- 
ter of  the  Houfe,  tliey  wjQuld  not  appear  upon  the  joursi^s^  He 
©bferved  that  in  England  nothing  of  the  proceedingp  ^i^^r-^ippe^ 
cd  but  the  vote  oplv,  and  fugggftpd  that  fochfin  vff^m^xBi^^ 
was  highly  applicable  here. 

The  Speaker  rofe  apd  ejcplained  th^  EngU(h  .p?^.d5pe^  re- 
marking in  what  it  differed  from  the  pradlioe  bjre.  Jle  igidi  b|C 
flood  in  the  judgment  of  the  Houfe,  which  h?  fUp4jJd,ip^V|re  fipl- 
I0W. 

The  Houfe  made  no  or<Jer. 

Mr.  Trench  faid  he  infilled  on  the  attjeotion  xcf  xdie  Hoii&> 
before  the  queftion  of  adjournment  was  put,  relative  to  aa  item 
'•ventioned  in  the  accounts,  and  in  the  debate,  which-rekted  j;>ii 
-wry  refpe^tlc  friend,  not  in  parliament   [Mr.'TanJot],     He 
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faid,  not  many  within,  and  fewer  out  of  the  Houfe,  knew  thtf 

circumftances  of  the  tranfadlion.     There  was  an  eftate  difpofed 

of  to  the  Crown,  for  the  enlargement  of  the  Park ;  the  price 

Vras  2000L  ahd  chargeable  with  150I.  per  annum,  until  faid  fura 

'  Was  difcharged  at  one  payment ;  for  fome  years  the  paymcntt 

were  regular,  but  arrears  took  place,  and  though  the  firft  legal 

tJpmioDs  in  both  kingdoms  were  in  his  favour,  Mr.  Talbot  found 

inconceivable  delay — he  commenced  a  fuit,  but  iiccepted  compro- 

mifc.    The  Auditor  General  ttated  his  accounts  at  upwards  of 

1 2,oool,     The   Crown   officers  cflabUfhed  his   right  j    yet  this 

4000L  (one-third  of  the  laft  demand)  was  all  he  could  obtain* 

The  parties  were  too  refpedlable  to  term  it  a  fwindling  tranfao- 

tion  ;  but  it  certainly  was  an  a6t  in  the  plenitude  of  power,  in 

which  Mr.  Talbot  conferred,  and  not  received  obligations  from 

the  Crown. 

The  A-rfoRNEY  General  faid  the  faSs  were  nearly  a» 
ftatcd ;  that  the  petition  to  the  Exchequer  was  an  error  in  prcT- 
ceeding  $  that  he  had  reported,  as  to  the  merits  of  the  claim^ 
but  recommended  a  compromife  j  and  that  there  was  no  fwind- 
ling in  the  matter* 

Mr.  Ber£sford. — After  fo  much  laughter  as  has  arifern  from 
the  great  number  and  variety  of  amendments  that  have  been  of- 
fered, I  am  almoll  afhamed  to  fay  one  ferious  word  ;  but  fo  muck 
has  been  faid  concerning  the  expence  of  colk6^iiig  the  revenue, 
and  fucb  unfair  iniinuations  have  been  thrown  out  with  rcfpedl  to 
what  gentlemen  are  pleafed  to  call  revenue  penfions,  that  they 
ought  to  be  refuted. 

When  gentlemen  talk  of  140,0001.  increafe  of  taxes,  do  they 
imagine  they  can.  be  collefted  without  additional  expences?  ot' 
would  they  think  it  juil  in  the  perfons  who  have  the  care  and  ma* 
nagement  of  the  revenue  to  allow  the  taxes  to  lie  uncblkdied  by 
way  of  faving  expcncc  ? 

Gentlemen  have  fpoken  of  pcnlions  on  the  revenue  eftablifhmenf. 
I  call  upon  them  to  examine  the  fa6^*  Let  them  Call  for  the  pro* 
per  documents,  and  they  will  not  find  a  hngie  expence  incurred 
that  is  not  warranted  by  the  rules  laid  down  by  this  Houfe. 

Thf  queflion  of  adjournment  wai  now  put,  and  paffed  unani- 
moully.  ^ 


i'RiDAY,  February   i,  1^88. 

A  petition  of  James  King  and  Abraham  Bradley  King,  prin-' 
tcrs  to  the  Houfe,  was  prefented  and  read ;  praying  a  recom-' 
pence  for  printing  the  twenty-fourth  volume  of  the  journals  of 
thtf  Houfe  of  Commons;^ 

Voi,.  Yin.  G 
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A  petition  of  James  King  and  Abraham  Bradley  King,  prin- 
'tersto  the  Houfe,  was  prefertted  and  read;  fetting  forth,  tliat 
the  petitioners  printed  three  hundred  and  twenty  fets  of  the  pub- 
lic accounts  for  one  year,  ending  at  Lady-day,  1787,  three 
'hundred  atid  twenty  fets  of  the  public  accounts  for  half  a  year, 
'ending  29th  September,  17^7,  laid  before  the  Houfe  thisfeflion 
of  Patlinment,  each  fet  containing  fix  fheets  of  figure  work,  on 
line  large  paper  ;  and  therefore  praying  a  rccompence. 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  fupply,  Mr.  Ma- 
•fon  in  the  chair. 

•     The  Chancelior   of  th^   ExcHEQUEk    then  moved  thr 
"fottowfrig  refolutions  : 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  the 
*fifm  of  2o,oool.  ought  to  be  deduced  from  the  arrear  charged  in 
the  Atcountant  General's  paper,  and  Hated  by  the  committee  of 
accounts,  as  arrears  on  charges  purfuant  toadi:  of  parliament ;  the 
fame  being  a  faving  rather  than  arrear,  as  it  was  granted  for 
cloathing,  arming  and  maintaining  a  militia,  from  the  25th*  of 
*March,   1786,  to  the  25th  of  March,   1787. 

Refoked,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  a 
fum  not  exceeding  2,159,252!.  is.  2^d.  was  the  debt  ef  the  na- 
tion at  Lady-day,  I78'7. 

Refolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  committee,  that  the  aaa- 
.tion  is  alfo  liable  to  tl«:  payment  of  certain  Kfe  annuities  at  the 
rate  of  6L  per  cent,  per  an n.  for  a  fum  of  440,000!.  and  ts  alfo 
liable  to  the  payment  of  certain  other  life  aonuitdes  at  the  rate  of 
7I.  I  OS,  per  cent,  per  aon.  for  a  further  fum  af  3PO,oool. 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  tfeat  a 
fupply  be  granted  to  his  Majefty,  towards  payment  of  faid  debt 
and  faid  annuities,  and  towards  fupporting  the  fcveral  branches 
joi  the  eftablifhment,  and  for  dcfi-aying  tlie  other  neceffary  expen- 
ses of  Government  for  ane  year,  esdi-ng  Lady-xky^  1 789. 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  .that 
I2>00b  effective  men,  commiflion  and  non-commiffion  oiScers in- 
cluded, are  necefiary  to  be  maintained  within  this  kingdom  for 
its  dtfe-nce. 

He  faM,  before  he  would  move  for  the  number  of  troops  foi- 
die  enfuingyear,  lie  thaught  itneceffarytaobferve^  that  it  would 
vary  from  that  of  the  lall  year,  but  not  from  the  number  iUpu- 
lated  In  the  year  1769  ;  it  was  then  ftipulated,  that  there  fhould 
be  kept  at  all  times  wirhin  the  kingdom,  12,000  effective  men, 
and  that  3,235  fhould  be  maintained  for  the  defence  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  pofTcfiions  abroad  ;  his  intention  now  was  to  provicje  f6r  with- 
in two  or  three  of  that  number,  which,  by  the  prudent  manage- 
ment of  Governmen,  he  was  enabled  to  do  at  an  expence  6700 
Thort  of  that  which  was  adopted  in  1769  ;  fo  that  in  fa6l,  a  grea- 
ter number  of  effective  men  was  now  to  be  obtained  at  a  IJOiallelr 
expence  ihan  heretofore  had  been  incurred. 
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He  obfcfved  that  the  idea  of  varying  the  number  of  men  was 
riot  an  innovalion^  that  the  number  had  been  frequently  varied 
iince  the  compact  of  1769,  and  fuch  variation  was  perfc'ftly  juf- 
tifiahle,  provided  Government  did  not  augment  the  number,  or 
encreafe  the  expences  of  the  army  beyond  the  compa<ft  then  en- 
tered ijito,  and  which  it  was  not  his  intention  to  violate. 

The  immediate  caufe  of  putting  the  army  oil  the  intended 
footing  in  point  of  number^  Was  the  neceffity  of  fending  troops 
tto  the  defence  of  the  Britifh  colonies^  an  aid  which  England  waa 
well  warranted  in  calling  upon  us  for,  (he  having  imparted  to  ut 
an  equal  right  and  intereft  in  thofe  Colonies. 

Another  caufe  was  the  alteration  that  had  taken  placd  in  the 
army  itfelf  in  order  to  form  it  upon  the  Englifh  model ;  every 
regiment  had  been  encreafed  from  eight  to  ten  companies,  but 
this  had  been  done  with  fo  much  oeconomy,  that  the  grofs  fum 
of  the  expence  is  within  the  ftipulated  fum. 

The  giofsr  increafe  of  men  is  ^00  in  number  j  that  increafe  i§ 
eompofed  of  140,  which  were  deficient  laft  year,  and  360,  which 
afre  added  t6  the  army.  Laft  year  the  cavalry  were  2080,  they 
afre  now  2  rbo,  by  the  adding  of  Bvc  men  to  each  of  4  regi- 
ifterits  6f  dragoons.  There  are  2 1  regiments  of  foot,  to  each  of* 
which  have  been  added  6 -men,  making  122.  In  the  regiments 
ferving  abroad  there  is  an  augmentation  of  54  men  in  each,  mak- 
ing altogether  in   that  fervice  334. 

Here  he  begged  gentlemen  to  obferve,  that  an  alteration  high* 
ly  advantageous  to  the  country  was  now  introduced.  It  had 
been  the  practice  formerly  to  allow  two  men'  to  each  company  of 
infantry,  thofe  men  had  no  exiftence  but  upon  paper,  their  pay 
went  to  a  certain  regimental  purpofe  ;  it  is  now  intended  that  the 
cyfficers  fhall  have  a  corapenfation  in  lieu  of  thefe  men  upon  paper, 
and  that  the  nation  (hall  not  be  charged  with  the  pay  of  any  man 
who  is  not  really  and  bona  fide  efficient ;  confequently  inflead  of 
Having  a  dedudiorr  of  454  from  12,000  men,  we  fliall  have  the 
whole  number  of  men  in  their  fhoes,  fo  that,  in  fa6t,  we  have  an 
addition  of  500  and  454  men,  making  together  954,  without 
any  ex  pence  to  the  nation*      ' 

Tlie  recruiting  fervice,  he  faid,  has  heretofore  been  always  a 
dedu6tion  of  at  leall  2000  men  fiom  our  army,  'tis  now  propofed 
to  carry  on  that  fervice  "by  a  diftinA  fund,  by  which  we  fhall  be 
enabled  to  keep  at  leaft  1000  men  nearer  to  our  number  ; — thus 
our  army  enCreafes  upon  the  whole  1958  men  5  and  gentlemen, 
hefaid,  will  allow,  that  if  we  pay  for  12,000  men,  we  ought  to 
have  as  near  that  number  as  poffible. 

TThe  former  expence  of  maintaining  the  army,  he  ftate3  at 
393,9561.  the  pfefent  expence  would  be  423,7181.  making  a 
difference  of  30,062!. — to  make  good  this  difference  he  recurred  to 
what  e  had  fald  refpe6ling  the  change  which  had  taken  place  in 
the  army,  by  raifing  the  companies  of  each  regiment  from  8  to  lo^ 
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and  by  this  means  providing  for  the  officers  which  before  had  been 
feconded,  by  which  a  faving  of  i6,oool.  that  had  been  annually 
ifiued  in  king's  letters,  would  be  made.  .There  was  alfo  an  exceed- 
ding  on  military  contingencies  of  5000I.  on  this  account,  which 
is  hereafter  to  be  ded tilled  and  brought  in  credit ;  this  brings  the 
fum  to  2 1  ,oool.  the  charge  for  non-efFe6live  men  will  now  become 
a  faving  of  6000I.  making  27,000!.  This  fum,  with  fom^  favings 
on  the  cavalry,  made  up  the  whole  of  the  30,062k  * 

There,  was,  however  one  thing  to  be  mentioned ;  that  there  was 
an  Intention  of  making  good  to  the  cavalry  officers  the  lofs  they 
fuflain  by  the  regulations  which  have  lately  taken  place.  This 
lofs,  amounting  to  25,0001.  it  was  the  intention  of  Goverpmeut 
to  make  good  by  three  annual  payments. 

Upon  the  whole  he  trufted  that  it  would  appear  that  the  ftri£left 
ceconomy  had  been  obferved.  Certainly  were  the  1954  men  now 
added  to  the  army  to  be  raifcd  feparately,  it  would  have  coftthc 
nation  at  leaft  22,000!.  more  than  the  prefent  charge. 

He  then  moved  the  following  rcfolution  : 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  ta 
enable  his  Majefty  to  carry  into  execution  his  gracious  intention 
and  determined  refolution  fignified  to  us  by  his  Excellency  the 
Lord  Vifcount  Town(bend,  late  Lord  Lieutenant  of  this  kingdom^ 
by  his  Majefty's  command,  to  keep  within  this  kingdom  for  the 
neceffary  defence  of  the  fame,  12,000  effective  men,  commiffion 
and  non-commiflion  officers  included,  at  all  times,  unlefs  in  cafe  of 
inyafion  or  rebellion  in  Great  Britain,  3232  men,  commiffion  and 
non-commifiion  officers  included,  be  maintained  for  one  year, 
from  the  31ft  March  1787,  to  the  firft  day  of  April*  1788,  in- 
clufive,  fo  that  the  forces  on  the  eftablifhment  of  this  kingdorri 
may  amount  to  15,232  efFedlive  men,  commiffion  and  non-com- 
mlffion  officers  included- 

Mr.  Grattan  faid  he  admitted  that  it  was  but  juft  to  make  a 
grant  for  the  defence  of  the  Britifh  plantations — and  he  was  cer- 
tain that  gentlemen  would  contribute  to  the  defence  of  the  empire 
in  genera]  without  reluftance — but  they  fhould  be  moderate  and 
prudent  in  their  contributions  and  fupplles.  And  while  making 
a  orrant  to  that  purpcfe,  he  thou'glit  that  they  ought  to  affent  it. 
He  coMC'.'ived  that  the  bufmefs  ought  to  have  come  before  the 
Houfe  In  d  different  manner.  Upon  a  matter  fo  important  as  an 
aii^mentatioii  of  iLe  army,  lie  fuuuld  naturally  cxpt6l  a  meffage 
fVoin  the  Thrciie,  with  an  cf^imnte  of  the  expcnce.  The  right 
horu>uiab1e  gentleman,  he  fald,  had  fpoken  of  the  compact  of 
1769,  that  was  accompanied  by  Loth  nit  (Tage  and  eftimate.  Kc 
had  dellv  :red  his  eflimate  with  candour,  but  perhaps  it  is  not  ea- 
ii!y  underllood — particularly  as  gentlemen  in  this  Houfe  may  not 
be  iiUiniatcIy  veiled  in  military  afFairs.     Time,  at  all  events,  will 
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be  ncceffapyfor  Its  confideration.  He  f^id  he  was  much  againft 
fo  Important  a  matter  taking  place,  as  an  augmentatioh  of  the 
^my,  without  a  fpeech  from  the  Throne  advifing  the  Houfe  of  it, 
«nd  an  eftimate  of  its  cxpence.' 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  repHed,  that  it  was 
•evident  from  the  ftatement  he  had  juft  made  that  there  was  no  ex- 
traordinary  expence  or  number  intended.  If  any  thing  extraor- 
dinary was  intended,  extraordinary. meafures  would  be  necefTary, 
and  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  would  be  perfedly  right. 
Variations  in  the  number  and  regulations  of  the  army  had  been 
frequently  made,  without  obje£^iou,  although  no  mefTage  from 
the  Throne  had  been  received,  and  although  no  eftimate  of  the 
cxpence  had  been  laid  before  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Grattan  anfwered,  that  the  number  was  by  no  means 
clear.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  only  told  the 
Houfe,  "  you  fhall  have  expence  one  way,  and  redudlion  ano- 
ther.** It  was  a  matter  of  eftimate.  This  he  thought  not  what 
the  privilege  of  the  Houfe  demanded  jon  an  occaiion  of  fuch  im- 
portance. 

Mr.  Con OLLY.— -Before  I  agree  to  tbis  augmentation  in  fa(3:, 
^lich  is  no  augmentation  in  theory,  to  this  army  of  men  who 
.formerly  ftood  only  on  paper,  but  are  now  to  ftand  in  their  fhoes, 
1  mud  acknowledge  that  I  would  rather  the  plan  for  this  new 
augmentation  had  come  down  in  the  proper  form  pf  a  meflage. 
I  had  the  honour  to  propofe  the  former  augmentation.  I  did 
then,  and  ever  lince  think,  that  the  men  fo  added  were  really; 
and  honajide  to  have  been  foldiers,  and  after  nineteen  years  I  am 
forry  to  find  that  they  have  had  no  exiftence  but  on  paper  only. 
However  I  am  glad  evtn  now  to  fee  reform  take  place,  and  that 
we  are  aAually  to  have  the  number  of  men  for  which  we  pay. 

I  congratulate  my  right  honourable  friend  [the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer]  upon  this  new  occupation  of  Seeretaiy  at  War, 
and  I  fubfcribe  to  his  argument,  and  to  the  opinion  of  hiy  right 
honourable  friend,  -[Mr.  Grattan]  that  fo  far  as  thefe  troops  can 
ccuitribute  to  the  fupport  and  prote6tion  of  the  Britifh  empire, 
their  being  added  to  the  army  muft  give  fatisfa6lion  to  every  Irifh- 
man.  We  all  wifti  to  aflift  Great  Brjtain  to  maintain  her  glory 
and  defend  her  dominions.  Befides,  we  have  now  ah  equal  intereft 
wkh  Great  Britain  in  the  Weft  Indies,  for  the  defence  of  which 
part  of  thofe  troops  aredeftined;  but  our  intereft  in  the  Britifh 
conftitution  is  much  more  valuable,  and  I  think  an  augmentation 
of  the  ftanding  army  fliould  not  take  place  in  a  free  country 
without  Parliament  having  been  firft  confulted. 

The  Secretary  of  State  faid,  he  rofe  to  explain  to  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  why  a  n  ciTage  had  not  now  been 
fcnt  down  to  the  Houfe  as  upon  the  compad  in  1769.     At  that 
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period  a  propofal  was  raaderon  the  part  pf  Gpyerpnient;,  thatthi^ 
country  fliould  maintain  an  array  of  15,000  men,  i2.,ooo  to  be 
kept  at  all  times  for  the  dsfencc  of  the  kingdom,  asnd  3000  to  Y^, 
given  to  the  defence  of  the  Weft  India  pofTeffions.  Fron^  that,, 
day  to  this  It  appeared  that  the  compa<^  had  not  perfedlly  been 
fulfilled.  We  were  now  called  upon  to  carry  it  into  effedl,  and 
without  any  additional  expence  ;  bethought,  therefore,  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  who  propofed  it  in  1769,  would  recejve 
pleafure  at  feeing  it  brought  to  perfe6lIon.  He  had,  with  great  fa? 
tIsfa6^Ion,  heard  gentlemen  declare  their  willingnefs  to  fupport  the 
Britifii  empire,  and  to  defend  the  poifelTions  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
which  were  now  become  the  colonics  of  Ireland  as  well  as  Eng- 
land :  and  he  begged  leave  tf»  obferve,  that  this  was  a  juft  and 
liberal  return  for  the  attention  flicwn  to  our  finances  in  the  coiirfe 
of  the  laft  v\ar,  wlien,  though  we  furnlflied  the  Ibpulated  troops. 
Great  Britain  bore  the  e^;pence  of  their  pay-,  which  had  faved  u$ 
more  than  looxoccl, 

Mr.  CoRRY  faid  he  took  the  liberty  of  rifing"  tq  declare  hi^ 
moft  hearty  concurrence  with  gentlemen  in  the  principle  of  fup- 
porting  the  honour  and  iritcrcils  of  the  Britifh  empire.  This, 
next  to  thcprefervatlon  of  our  conftitution,  and  keeping  out  of 
debt,  was  the  great  obje6l  of  his  heart,  and  upon  thefe  terms  he 
would  be  ever  ready  to  give  Great  Britain  ^11  poffible  afliftance. 

He  owned  he  dlftt?red  in  opinion  with  the  two  right  honourable 
gentlemen,  [Llr.  Grattan  and  Mr.  Cinolly]  with  refped  to  the 
neccfiity  of  Parliament's  receiving  a  meflnge  upon  this  occafioo. 
Parliament  had  already  voted  a  certain  num.ber  of  troops  at  a 
•certain  expcnce.  No  man  could  doubt  the  prerogative  of  the 
Crown,  while  it  ke^^ps  the  army  within  the  number  aqd  within 
the  expence  voted  by  Parliament,  to  regulate  and  arrange  them 
as  it  ftiould  think  pro;>eri  For  fcveral  ytars  paft  the  number  of 
men  varied  confid^rably  from  that  ftated  in  the  compadl  of  1769  ; 
but  as  it  had  never  exceeded  that  number,  it  never  had  been  nci- 
ceflary  to  tend  a  mcOage  to  the  Houfc  upon  that  fubjedt.  Upon 
the  whole  he  thought  the  meafure  of  reform  now  explained  to 
the  Houfe,  demonftrated  confummate  prudence,  great  cecooomy* 
and  complcat  efiiciency  in  the  perfons  who  contrived  it. 

Mr.  FiTZHERBERT  alTured  the  Houfe  there  was  not  any  fur-, 
ther  augmentation  intended  ;  that  the  intention  of  Govermne.nt 
was  merely  to  keep  up  cffe^^vely  the  number  of  m,eD  ftlpalated 
in  Lord  Townftiend's  mefTage,  and  that  it  was  not  froni  any 
deficiency  in  the  high  refpetl  which  vras  due  to  that  Houfe,  that 
Governpjent  had  refrained  from  fending  a  meflage  on  the  fubjeft, 
but  becaufe  they  confidered  themfelves  as  carrying  into  effedt  the 
already  declared  fcnfc  of  Parliament, 
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The  commiftee  of  fupply  proceeded.  . 

Upoa  a  motion  for  a  graat  to  the  Houfe  of  Induftjy, 

The  Solicitor  General,  (Arthur  Wolfe,  Efq;)  fald  he 
thought  the  governors  of  that  corporation  did  not  by  any 
means  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  their  iijftitution,  which  was  to  cleaj» 
the  ftreets  of  vagrants.  About  Grafton-llreet  and  its  neighbour* 
hood,  he  faid,  tne  fwarm  of  beggars  never  were  fo  great  as  at  the 
prefeht  day.  Some  of  the  faces  he  had  known  there  for  years, 
who  feemed  to  remain  perfe<Elly  tranquil  and  undifturbed,  follow- 
ing their  employment.  He  mentioned  this  as  a  hint  to  the  go^ 
vernorsof  the  Houfe  of  Induftry,  andaflured  them  that  if  they' 
did  not  exert  themfelves  better  for  the  future,  he  would  oppofe 
any  grant  of  money  to  them  ;  as  in  his  mind  it  anfwered  no  pyr- 
pofe  but  that  of  calling  all  tht  beggars  of  the  kingdom  to  the 
metropolis. 

Mr.  Gardiner  faid  the  governors  were  not  to  blame,  their 
fiiDd  was  infufEcient  to  maintain  a  force  great  enough  to  keep  the 
ftreets  clear  of  beggars ;  he  had  hoped  the  "police  would  have, 
performed  that  duty,  but  the  truth  was,  the  number  of  poor  at 
prefent  maintained  in  the  Houfe  of  Induftry  was  upwards  of 
1300,'  and  therefore  ivithout  a  very  eonfiderable  fund  little  more 
could  be  done  by  the  governors^ 

The  Solicitor  General. — If  the  efforts  of  the  corpora- 
tion are  inadequate  to  the  purpofe  of  this  inftitution,  let  the  cor- 
poration be  diifblved,  for  I  can  conceive  nothing  worfe  than  the 
prefent  ftate  of  Dublin,  fo  far  as  refpedls  the  annoyance  of 
beggars. 

Upon  the  motion  for  a  grant  for  encouraging  manufa<Surcs> 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid  it  had  been,  the 
opinion  of  gentlemen  the  moft  converfant  in  manufadlures,  and 
who  were  perfeft  judges  of  the  good  cffedis  produced  by  the 
bounties  heretofore  given,  that  if  they  were  to  be  continued  for  a 
certain  time,  their  good  effedls  would  be  ftill  farther  enhanced  ; 
he  would  therefore  have  it  underflood  that  they  were  to  be  conti- 
nued for  three  years  certain.* 

He  alfo  now  tqok.  notice,  of  the  very  great  advantage  the  na- 
tion had  reaped  from  the  lottery  of  laft  year,  the  whole  benefit  of 
which,  inftcad  of  being,  difperfed  in  a  variety  of  hands,  had  been 
brought  forward  to  the. public  benefit,  producing  a  ftind'of 
50,oool#  and  enabling  the  nation  to  lovt^r  the  intereft  one-half 
per  centw  on  a  very  eonfiderable  port  of  her  debt.  Thefc  bene- 
fits, he  faid,  arofe  from  the  circumftancc  of  the  lottery  having^ 
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been  a  clofe  lottery.  He  would  not  make  any  apology  to  the 
gentlemen  who  had  been  difappointed  of  ihares  in  it,  becaufc  he 
was  convinced  they  were  better  fatiefied  tp  fee  the  good  effed 
produced  to  the  natiopal  credit,  than  they  would  have  been  by 
any  little  emolument  that  could  poflihly  accrue  from  a  (hare. 

The  plan  of  reducing  the  interell  on  the  national  debt,  he 
faid,  ftill  continued  his  favourite  objeft  ;  and  the  fuccefs  of  laft 
year  inclined  him  to  confider  lotteries  as  the  beft  means  for  pns 
ducing  that  effcft.  He  had  tried  the  monied  people  in  England 
and  in  Ireland,  and  the  propofal  he  was  now  about  to  mention, 
appeared  to  him  infinitely  the  bcfl,  amongft  a  great  number  that 
had  bepn  offered. 

It  was  propofed  to  lend  the  public  40,000!.  at  three  and  a  half 
per  cent,  in  order  to  pay  off  a  like  fum  bearing  interell  at  four 
per  cent,  thus  finking  the  intereft  one-eighth,  and  bringing  a 
profit  or  annual  faving  of  intereft  to  the  public  of  2000I. — fo  that 
on  the  one  fubfcription  the  nation  gains  50,0001 — but  in  addi- 
tion, the  propofers  pffered  to  take  all  the  Treafury  bills  which  arc 
oue  this  year,  amounting  to  a  fum  of  238,0901.  at  2-d.  per 
diem,  making  a  further  faving  of  1816I.  The  wliole  an- 
pual  advantage/ to  the  public  will  then  be  38161.  equal  to  the 
intereft  of  95,600!.  of  the  public  debt. 

Now  gentlemen  will  fee  what  an  advantageous  bargain  this  Is 
to  the  public ;  but  there  is  ftill  fomcthing  more  we  are  offered, 
which  I  now  fubmit  to  you  ;  if  We  will  give  two  lotteries  in  dif- 
ferent years,  that  the  fubfcribers  will  reduce  the  intereft  on  the 
whole  of  your  loan  debentures  and  Exchequer  bills ;  this  will  make 
an  annual  faving  of  8998I. — that  is459jl.  on  the  debentures  re». 
duced  from  4I.  to  3I  ics.  ^nd  4x;c»7K  Exchequer  bills  from 
4I.  IIS.  to  3I.  I  OS.  Thefe  propofals  are,  as  I  have  faid, 
by  much  the  beft  of  any  that  have  been  offered  in  Epgland  or 
in  Ireland,  arid  1  mention  them  now  that  if  any  gentleman  has 
any  more  advantageous  fcheme  government  may  adopt  it. 
After  this  the  lottery  will  be  difencumbcred  of  loan,  and  confe- 
quently  become  ilill  more  produdlivc  ;  and  I  hope  gentlemen  will 
Jookupon  the  prefent  tranfa<ftiors  the  greatcft  effort  that  can  be 
fnade  to  reduce  the  intereft  pf  the  national  debt. 


Saturday,  Februarv  2,  1788. 

A  petition  of  the  fenefchal,  merchants  and  inhabitants  of  the 
borough  of  Newry,  on  behalf  of  themfelves  and  others  inhabiting 
the  countries  adjacent  to  the  navigation  from  Lough  Neagh  to 
the  fea  at  Fathom  near  Newq',  whofe  names  are  thereunto  fub- 
£cribed,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfc  and  read ;  fetting  forth, 
that  the  town  of  Newry  being  fituated  near  the  fea  coaft  enjoys 
iin  cxtenfivc  foreign  commerce  bpth  of  import  and  export,  an4 
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alfoa  confiderable  inland  trade  by  the  means  of  a  navigable  canal 
from  Lough  Neagh  to  the  fea ;  that  the  extenfive  and  populous 
countries  adjacent  to  the  faid  canal  and  to  Lough  Neagh,  with 
which  It  communicates  as  aforefaid,  have  by  means  thereof  re- 
ceived important  and  lading  benefits,  inafmuch  as  thereby  every 
article  of  life,  tillage,  manufa6lure  and  trade,  has  been  .conveyed 
thither,  and  exported  from  thence  to  foreign  markets  in  greater 
quantities  and  at  reduced  prices  ;  that  the  corporation  for  carrying 
on  the  inland  navigations  of  this  kingdom  have  been  diflplved, 
the  funds  thereof,  from  which  the  faid  Newry  canal  received  oc- 
cafional  aids,  are  now  appropriated  folely  to  the  navigation  frpra 
Dublin  to  the  river  Barrow ;  that  from  hence,  as  well  as  from 
the  decay  natural  to  all  fuch  works,  the  faid  canal  now  requires 
confiderable  repair?,    alterations  and    inprovements ;    that   the 
aforefaid  ncceffary  repairs,  alterations  and  improvements  of  the 
faid  eanal  will  (as  the  petitioners  are  informed  by  workmen  of  abi» 
Kty  who  have  confidered  the  fame)  coll  not  lefs  than  io,oool.  a 
fum  to  which  the  particular  funds  of  the  faid  canal  arp  totally 
inadequate ;  that  fuch  repairs,  alterations  ijnd  improvements  of 
the  faid  canal,  muft  not  only  efientially  ferve  the  faid  countries 
adjacent  to  the  faid  canal  and  to  Lough  Neagh,  but  be  of  general 
advantage  to  the  whole  kingdom,  inafmuch  as  thereby  the  navi- 
gation of  the  faid  canal  and  of  Lough  Neagh,  and  confequently 
the   communication  between  the  faid  countries  and  the  fea  will 
be  rendered  more  cheap,  eafy,  fefe  and  expeditious,  and  the 
linen  trade,  that  great  fource  of  wealth  to  this  kingdom,  will 
thereby  be  much  increafed  and  extended  ;  that  it  has  been  herc- 
Ipfore  permitted  to  fupport  fuch  an  inland  navigation  as  the  faid 
catial,  by  an  appropriated  local  and  temporary  ,tax  ;  that  the  pe- 
titioners (who  form  a  very /confiderable  part  of  the  body  to  be  af- 
feded  thereby)  are  defirous  to  be  fo  taxed  for  a  reafonable  time, 
in  order  to  promote  the  great  purpofes  before  mentioned ;  that 
the  petitioners  therefore  humbly  cntrea:t  that  the  Houfe  may  be 
pleafed,  in  order  to  raife  a  fund  for  the  aforefaid  purpofes,  to 
bring  in,  or  permit  to  be  brought  in,  a  bill  to  Impofe,  for  the 
term  often  years,  a  tax  of  6d.  per  ton  on  every  (hip  or  veffel  that 
(hall  load  or  unload  any  part  of  her  cargo  in  the  river  or  harbour 
of  Nev^rry,  or  that  the  Houfe  may  adopt  fuch  other  meafures 
therein  as  to  it  may  feem  moft  fit. 

Mr.  Secretary  Fitz Herbert  informed  the  Houfe  that  he 
was  commanded  by  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  ac- 
quaint them  that  his  Majefty  had  been  pleafed  to  return  a  moft 
gracious  anfwer'  to  the  addrefs  of  the  Houfe,  which  he  read  in 
{lis  place,  and  after  delivered  in  at  the  table ;  it  was  then  read 
by  the  Speaker,  (all  the  members  being  uncovered)  and  h  ^§ 
fplbws ; 
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<^  G  E  O  R  G  R    R. 

**  His  Majefty  has  received  witk  great  fatlsfefition  the  addrcfs, 
•f  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Ireland ;  their  exprefiions  of  loyalty, 
;and  attachment  to  hia  royal  perfon  and  government,  apd  tbcic 
durances  of  zealoufly  contributing  to  the  fupport  of  the  Konour 
of  his  crown  and  the  general  interells  of  hk  dominions,  excite  fuch 
amotions  in  his  Majelly'sbreaft  as  cannot  fail  to  enfure  an.  earned 
attention  to  their  profperity  and  happinefs,  for  the  advancement; 
of  wjiich  it  will  always  be  his  Majefty 's  defire  to  fecure  to  his 
faithful  and  loyal  fubjecls  the  Weflings  of  peace,  and  tp  epcoun^Q 
,  their  commerce  and  manufadlures, 

"  His  Majefty  is  highly  pleafed  with  the  affecSlionate  attention 
which  has  been  paid  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to.  the  memory, 
of  their  late  Chief  Governor,  whofe  pufiljc  and  priv^e  virtues  hi* 
Majefty  does  not  doubt  will  long  remain  imprinted  on  the  minds 
of  his  people  of  Ireland,:  however  feniibly  his.  MajeJLy  may^  feci 
the  lofs  of  £b  faithful  a  fervant,  he  cannpt  but  meet  with  much 
confolation  in  the  fatisfa(5^ion  which  his  people  of  Ireland  receive 
in  the  re-appointment  of  the  Mar<j[uis  of  Buckingham  to  ihe  gq-* 
yernment  of  that  kingdom,  whofe  dUigence  and  zeaj  hi»  Majefty 
is  perfuajded  will  be  conftantly  exerted  for,  the  promotion- of  fucb 
meafurca  as  will  beft  tend  to  their  iatereftsrand  profpentyf 

^^G-R." 

Mr.  Mason^  according. to <)rder,  reporter!  from  the  comfnitte? 
of  the.  whc^  Houfe,  to  whom  it  w«s  referred  to  take  into  con- 
fiderfttipa  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty,-  as  alfo  his  Ejccel- 
lencytlte  Lord.  Lieutenant's  fpecch,  the  refoUitions  which  tlic 
committee  had  diredled  him  to  report  to  the  Hbufe^  which  he 
le^d  iix  his.pbce,  and  after  delivered  in  at  the  table,  where  the 
fajpc  were  read,  and  are  a^  follow  :  ' 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee^ 

That  a  film  not  exceeding  2,159,252!.  is.  2|di  was  the  dijbt 
ftf  the  nation  at  Lady-day^  ^  f  ^7« . 

That  the  nation  is  alfo  liable  to  the  payment  of  certain  liS;  ar?.-. 
miitles,  at   the  rate  of  61.  per  cent,  per  annum,  for  a  [\ink  of 
440,000!.  ;  and  is  alfo  liable  to  the  payment  of  certain  other  life 
rnnuities,  at  the  rate  of  7L  10s.  per  cent,  per  annum,  for  a  fur-- 
ther  fumof  3^oo,qooL 

That  a  fupply  be  granted  ttg  his.  Majefty  towai-ds  pay4?ront  of 
the  faid  debt  and  the  faid.  annuities,  and  towards  fuppovting  thtf 
fcveral  branches  of  the  eifcibLihments,  aiid  for  defraying  the  other 
nectary  expencesof  goverrimcnt  far  one  year,  eading  thea5-th 
«tf  March,   1789. 

That  12,000  effedive  men,  commiflion  and  non-commifllon 
officers  included,  are  neceflary  to  be  malqtained  within  this  king- 
^m'  for  its  defence. 
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That  to  enable  his  Majefty  to  carry  into  e^cutiQtt  his  gracious 
intentions  and  determined  refolution,  fignifiedto  usby  his  Excel* 
feiicy  the  Lord  Vifcount  Townftend,  late  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ihis  kingdom,  by  his  Majefty's  command,  to  keep  within  thi^ 
fa'ngdom,  for  the  neceffary  defence  of  the  fame,  1 2,000  efFe£^ive 
nieo,  cqm;x)^on  and  nontcoouniffion  officers  included,  at  all 
times,  qjilefs  in  cafe  of  invailon  or  rebellion  in  Great  Britain, 
3232n)ien,  qommifijon  and  rion-commiffion  officers  included,  be 
maintained  for  one  year,  from  the  3iil  day  of  March,  1787,  to 
the  ill;  day  of  A^il,  1.788,  inclufive,  fo  as  that  the  forces  on 
thecftabliihmentof  this  Wngdom  may  amount  to  15,232  pffe£live, 
men,  commifllon  and  non-commiflion  officers  included. 

That  a  fum  of  4.OQ0L  be   given  tp  the  right  honourable  the 
':er  of  the  IJoufe  of  Commons,  to  enable  him  to  maintain 
the  ftate  and  dignity  of  his  office. 

That  a  fum.  of  5.4PL  be  given  to  Edward  Cooke,  Efq;  clerk 
of  this  Houfe,  as  a  reward'  for  hi?  attendance  and  .ferviqe  this, 
feffion  of  Parliament, 

That  a  fum  of  350L  be  given  to  Benjamin  Kiggins,  ckrk  af- 
fiant, as  ^.  reiyard  for  l^is  al^endance  and  fcrvice  this  feffion  of 
Parlianient.     . 

That  a  fum.  of  270L  be  given  to  James  Cony,  clerk  of  the 
journals  and  records,  as  a  reward  for  his  attendance  ^d  fervicc 
this  feffion  of  Parliament. 

That  a  fum  of  1401,  be  given  to  Dawfon  Ellis,  clerk  of  the 
cngroffinents,  as  a  reward  for  his  attendance  and  fervice  this  fef- 
(ionof  Parljament, 

That  a  fuiyi  of  500I.  be  given  ta  George  Frederick  Winftanky 
aad  Jonathan  Rogers,  the  clerks  attending  the  fele6^  and  other 
committtes,  as  a  reward  for  their  attendance  and  fervice  this  fet- 
fion  of  Parliament,  to  bje  equally  divided  between  them* 

That  a  fjim  of  670I.  be  given  to  Dixie  Coddington,  Efq;  fer- 
jeaatat  arms,  as  a  reward  for  his  attendance  4nd'  fer vice  this  fefr 
Jon  of  Parliament. 

That  a  fum  of  70I.  be  given  to  Laurenzo  Senii,  as  a  reward 
for  his  trouble  and  attendance  in  delivering  the  votes  to  the  naem^r 
fecrs  this  £e(fioa  of  Pariiament..  - 

That  a  fum  of  200L  b^  given  to  James  Mc.  Cow^  and  Henry 
Holmes,  door-keepers  to  this  Houfe,  as  a  reward  for  their  atten* 
dance  and  fervice  this  feffion  of  Parliament,  to  be  equally  divided 
l>etween  them. 

That  a  fum  of  700I.  be  given  to  the  Speaker,  to  be  by  hini 
divided  among  the  back  door-keepers  and  meffengcrs  att^drng 
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this  Houfe,  being  twenty  in  number,  and  the  other  attendanU, 
in  fuch  manner  as  he  Ihall  diredl.  » 

That  a  fum  of  140I.  be  given  to  Thomas  L'Eftrangc,  for  hii 
extraordinary  care  and  trouble  in  attending  this  Houfe  aa  affiftant 
ferjeant  at  arms. 

That  a  fum  of  200I.  be  given  to  Edward  Cooke,  Efq;  for 
his  troubk  and  expence  in  preparing  copies,  fupcrintending  the 
printing,  and  making  an  index  to  the  twenty-fourth  volume  of 
the  journals  of  this  Houic. 

That  a  fum  of  50I.  be  given  to  James  Cony,  for  his  extraor- 
dinary trouble  in  attending  t*he  committee  of  accounts  this  feffion 
of  Parliament, 

That  a  fum  of  168I.  be  given  to  James  King  and  Abraham 
Bradley  King,  for  printing  the  public  accounts  laid  before  the 
Houfe  this  feffion  of  Parliament. 

That  a  fum  of  500I.  be  given  to  the  Speaker,  to  be  applied 
by  him  in  manner  directed  by  this  Houfe,  with  refpeft  to  a  fimi- 
lar  fum  granted  in  the  lail  feffion  of  Parliament,  for  the  better 
arrangement  of  bufmefs  in  the  clerks  officea. 

That  a  fum  of  340I.  be  given  to  Thomas  Burgh,  Efq;  ac- 
countant-general, as  a  reward  for  his  expence  attd  trouble  in  pre- 
paring and  dating  the  public  accounts  of  the  nation,  laid  before 
the  Houfe  this  feffion  of  Parliament. 

That  a  fum  of  800I.  be  given  to  John  Tydd,  Efq;  in  confi- 
deration  of  his  extraordinary  attendance,  care  and  expence  in  ' 
the  office  of  paymafter  of  corn  premiums. 

That  a  fum  of  200I.  be  given  to  Henry  Gore,  Efq;  as  a  re- 
ward for  his  expence  and  trouble  in,  preparing  and  making  out  the 
account  of  the  imports  and  exports  for  one  year,  ending  the  25th 
day  of  March,   1787,  purfuant  to  the  order  of  this  Houfe. 

That  a  fum  of  70I.  be  given  to  Henry  Smyth,  deputy  pay- 
Uftafter  of  corn  premiums,  for  his  extraordinary  trouble  and  es- 
pence  in  preparing  accounts  by  him  laid  before  this  Houfe  for 
one  year,  ending  at  Midfummer,   1787. 

That  a  fum  of  200I.  be  given  to  Paul  Le  Bas,  exarninator  of 
cem  premiums,  on  account  of  the  great  increafe  of  his  trouble  in 
examining  and  keeping  accounts  of  faid  premiums,  and  for  his 
cxpences  in  paymeqt  of  clerks,  in  the  year  ending  at  Lady-day» 

1787. 

That  a  fum  of  140I.  be  given  to  John  Smart,  deputy  ac-  • 
countant-general,  for  his  extraordinary  troubk  this  feffion.  of  Par- 
liament, and  fupcrintending  the  printing  the  public  accounjts. 

That  a  fum  of  140!?  be  given  to  Anthony  Fergnfon,  for  hit 
<txtraordinary  trouble  in  making  up  the  feveral  account!  laid  by 
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him  before  thifr  Houfe»  and  attending  the  Houfe  this  feifion  of 
PadiaiiieDt. 

That  a  fum  of  140I.  be  giYcn  to  John  Swan,  cxamlnator  of 
acife,  for  his  extraordinary  trouble  and  expence  in  preparing 
accounts  for  this  Houfe. 

That  a  fum  of  500I-  be  granted  t6  Thomas  Winder^  £{q;  aia; 
a  reward  for  the  trouble  by  him  taken ,  in  conftqpence  of  ,the 
traft  Tefted  by  this  Houfe  in  the  Comraiflioners  of  his  Majefty*s 
revenue,  for  the  recovery  of  the  dcbtJ  due  to  his  Majefty  by  the 
late  Sir  Henry  Cavendifti,  Bart,  late  teller  of  the  Exchequer. 

That  a  fum  of  2000I.  be  given  for  one  year,  to  the  25th  day 
of  March,  1789,  to  the  truftees  of  the  linen  manufadure,  ta 
encourage  the  raifing  fufficient  quantities  of  hemp  and  flax  in  this 
kingdom. 

That  a  further  fum  of  2000I.  for  one  year,  to  the  25  th  day 
of  March,  1789,  be  given  to    the   truftees  of  the  linen  and  ^ 
hempen  manufaftures,  for  the  encouragement  of  the  hempen  and" 
flaxen  manufadures  in  the  provinces  of ,  Leinfter,  Munfter  and 
Connaught. 

That  the  fum  of  3000I.  be  granted  to  the  Provoft,  Fellows 
and  Scholars  of  the  College  of  the  Holy  and  Undivided  Trinity, 
of  Queen  Elizabeth,  near  Dublin,  for  the  purpofe  of  carrying 
on  the  fquarc  in  the  faid  College,  called  the  Parh'ament  Square, 
'  agreeably  to  the  terms  fet  forth  m  their  petition,  prefented  to  this 
Houfe-  the  laft  feflion  of  Parliament,  and  to  be  raifed  in  fuch 
manner  as  Parliament  fhall  dired. 

That  the  fum  of  io,oool.  be  given  to  the  Incorporated 
Society,  as  a  full  provifion  for  fupporting  the  Proteftant  Charter 
Schools  of  this  kingdom  for  one  year,  to  the  25th  day  of 
March,   1789. 

That  a  fum  o(  4138L  4s.  Sl^d,  be  given  to  the  Governors  of 
the  Foundling-hofpital  and  Work-houle,  towards  enabling  them 
to  difcharge  the  debts  by  them  coutradted  for  the  ufe  of  that  cha- 
rity ,'-and  towards  fupporting  their  neceflary  expences. 

That  a  fum  of  8000I.  be  given  to  the  Corporation  for  the 
Relief  of  the  Poor  in  the  city  of  Dublin,  for  the  fupport  of 
the  Houfe  of  Induftry,  in  aid  of  the  charitable  contributions, 
for  one  year,  to  the  25th  day  of  March,   1789. 

That  a  fum  of  loool.  be  given  to  the  Hibernian  Marine 
Society,  towards  fupporting  the /aid  charity. 

That  a  fum  of  loool.  be  given  to  the  Governors  of  the  Hi- 
bernian School,  for  the  fupport  of  that  charity. 

That  a  fum  of  50C0L  be  granted  to  the  Board  of  Fiift  Fruits, 
for  building  new  churches,,  and  rebuilding  old  churches  ia  fuch 
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^arilli€8  as  bo  -public  divine  fervice  has  been  performed  Hi  for 
twenty  years  laft  paft. 

That  a  fum  of  6000I  be  granted  to  the  Lord  Cfi&nceHor  and 
C^ief  Judges,  towards  biiildiij^  further  6^ea  for  t^e  piibKc  rc- 
eords,  aitd  courts  6f  juftice  adjoining. 

That  a  funa  of  5000^.  be  given  to  the  ikiblin  Society,  for 
the  improvement  of  ^lulbandry  and  othiet  ufeful^rts  In  Trckttd  $ 
to  l>e  applied  in  fuch  raanjicr  as  (hallbe  dirked  by  Pdrlilameiit. 

^  That  a  fuTfo  of  zojoool.  be  gran Wd  to  *his  Mfijedy,  for  the 
clothiag,  anriin-g  and  mairftaiiwng^  a  irrtlitfa  iti  this  i^lngdom  for 
one  year,  to  the  25th  day  of  March,  1.789^  t6  be  ^plied  in 
fuch  manner  as  Parliament  fhall  hereafter  direft. 

.^  That  a  fum  of  17,000!.  be  grvdn  for  the  ptifpofe  df  paying 
bounties  on  the  home  fale  of  jnanufadlures  of  this  krngdom ; 
that  is  to  fay,  of  wool,  wool /mixed,  cotton,  cotton  taixed, 
threads,  keritings,  and  manufadures  of  iron  artd  copper;  all 
fiich  bounties  to  be  payable  in  a  larger 4>roport ion  on  goods  raaj 
fiufaflured  at  a  diftance  from  the  city  of  Dubhu,  than  on  thofc 
ftianufa£^ured  in  it,  or  within  the  dillance  of  ten  miles  of  it;  to 
be  diftributed  in  fuch  manner  as  Parliament  fhall  hereafter  dire^. 

That  the  him  ef  Sgzh  8s.  6d^  be  gifen  to  J^es  King  and 
Abraliain  Bradley  ICing^  "printers  to  this  Houfe,  for  printing  and 
binding  five  hundred  copies  of  the  t^yeTlty'fourth  j/olunac  of  tkc 
jburrialfe,  for  the  ufe  of  the  members  of  this  Houfe. 

That  a  fom  of  $ol.  be  granted  t6  Eli^ibeth  Mofloy,  for  the 
additional  expences  incurred  by  her  ^  the  articles  of  coal  and 
candle,  which  (he  is  obliged  to  furnifli  in-  1^€  new  buddings  in 
tlie  intei-val  between  this  and  the  next  feifion  of  Parliament. 

That  the  fupply  granted,  to  bis  Ivfej^fty  to\^'ards  p^yratrtt  of 
the  faid  debt,  annuities,  eflablifhments,  and  other  cnarges  0| 
Government^  be  a  fum  not  exceeding  3,210^661!. 

That  a  further  fupply  be  granted  t6  his  MajAy  for  paiying  tht 
fevcral  foregoing  gifts,  bounties,  rewards  and  fpecific  grants. 

That  the  faid  fudhet  fiipply  be  a  fum  not  exceeding  95,938L 
1 36.  2^d. 

When  the  queftion  was  put  oh  the  refolution  to  gr^nt  500I.  ttf 
Thomas  Winder,  £fq; 

Sir  Francis  Hutchinson  bbje^led  to  the  gi^nl,  as  bemg  toc^ 
great  for  the  fum  colkdled.        ^ 

Mr.  BEitE^TTrRD  denied  that  the  fum  was  too  mucb,  taking 
it  in  any  light ;  but,  he  faid,  tvhtn  the  honourable  Baronet  confi' 
dercd  the  manner  in  which  the  rents  were  paid  b^'  very  fmall 
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km  at  A  tim«>  ^tid  wkcn  he  confidered  tlie  variety  of  trouble- 
fome  circufnftances  which  attended  that  collcdioij,  and  the  dif- 
ference between  colleding  money  by  fmall  quantities,  and  all  toge- 
ther, efpeciiJly  to  a  man  whofe  office  is  fuch  a  fourcc  of  bufinefs 
as  Mr.  Winder's  is,  be  was  fute  he  would  think  it  too  littk. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  fald,  he  was  fure  lia 
man  who  confidered  a  moment  would  hefitate  on  the  queftion.^ 
Mr.  Winder  was  an  officer  who,  at  the  fame  time,  had  t:be  moft 
bufinefs  and  the  moft  ability  of  any  other  in  any  department, 
and  had,  as  a  man,  every  claim  to  public  approbation.  This  taflc 
had  been  impofed  on  him  by  Parliament,  and  if  we  were  only  to 
grant  the  very  loweft  poundage^  it  would  amount  to  much  more 
than  the  fum  propofed. 

The  queftion  was  then  pnt  on  the  feveral  refolutions,  and  they 
wcreagfeed  to  by  the  HoJife. 


Monday,  February  4,  1788. 

It  was  ordered  that  the  petitioner,  complaining  of  an  undue 
cleftion  and  return  for  the  county  of  Cavan,  do  by  himfelf  or 
his  agent  deliver  to  the  fitting  member  or  his  agents  lifts  of  the 
perfons  intended  by  the  petitioner  to  be  obje£fed  to,  who  voted 
TOT  the  fitting  member,  giving  in  the  faid  lifts  the  feveral  heads  of 
febjeftion,  and  diftinguifhing  the  fame  againft  the  voters  objected 
to,  on  or  before  Saturday  the  9th  day  of  February  inftant. 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe,  to  confider  of  ways '  and  means  for  raifing  the  fupply 
granted  to  his  Majefty,  Mr.  Mafon  in  the  chair. 

The  Chancellor  of  twe  Exchequer  moved,  that  a  duty 
of  6d.  per  ton  be  laid  on  all  veiTcls  that  (hall  enter  the  harbour  of 
Newry,  of  which  the  fum  of  loool  yearly,  for  ten  years,  fliould 
be  applied,  for  the  repair  ^nd  completion  of  the  Newry  Canal, 
purfuant  to  the  prayer  of  the  pet  ition  from  Newry. 

Mr.  CorrV  wtihed  that  the  matter  of  the  petition  and  refolu- 
tion  might  be  deferred  for  a^few  days,  in  order  that  the  petitioners 
may  have  time  to  reconfider  the  petition,  as  they  might  think  of 
feme  more  eligible  way  of  raifkig  the  tax,  for  the  purpofe  of  the 
petition. 

Colonel  Ross  faid,  he  was  not  for  poftponing  the  refolation, 
for  if  the  mode  was  exceptionable,  there  would  be  fufficient  op- 
portunity to  confider  it. 

The  refolution  paffed. 
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The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  obfenredj  he  did  not 
fee  aright  honourable  Baronet  [Sir  Henry  Cavendlfh]  in  hi* 
place,  who  had  formerly  brought  on  the  fubjeft  of  lowering  the 
intereft  of  money  ;  he  took  that  opportunity  to  declare,  as  he 
formerly  did,  that  he  thought  it  belt  to  try  the  experiment  on 
the  public  funds,  rather  than  on  the  private  property  of  indivi- 
duals ;  that  Government  had  no  intention  now  of  prefEng  on  that 
matter,  but  if  any  gentleman  d^fe  to  agitate  rt,  he  kaed  no  ob- 
jcdlion. 


Tuesday,  February,  5,  1788. 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  ways  and  mean'!? 
for  railing  the  lupply  granted  to  his  Majefty. 

The  Chancfllor  of  the  Excheqijer,  conformable  to  hif 
promife  of  notifying  to  the  committee,  any  regulation  or  change 
intended  to  be  made  in  the  duties,  mentioned,  that  coffee,  which 
was  an  article  almoft  wholly  fmugglcd  into  the  kingdom,  might 
with  fome  alteration  be  made  the  fource  of  a  produdive  tax  ;  at 
prcfent  the  duty  is  within  a  very  fmall  fradion  of  izd.  per  pound 
on  in^portatton.  Under  this  daty  very  little  indeed  was  import- 
ed ;  he  therefore  thought  that  lowering  the  import  duty  to  6d. 
and  putting  an  excife  of  6d.  more  on  the  confumption,  would 
be  a  probable  means  of  defeating  the  fmuggler,  and  producing  a 
revenue  from  that  article,  which  at  prefent  produced  hardly  any 
things 

Mr.  Mason  reported  from  the  committee  of  the  wliole  Houfe^ 
to  whom  it  was  referred  to  confider  further  of  *he  fupply  granted 
to  his  M»iefty>  ff^r  the  purpofe  of  laying  a  foundation  for  local 
duties  only,  the  following  refdiutions  : 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee. 

That  a  further  fupply  be  granted  to  his  Majefty,  for  the  ufc 
of  the  Corporation  for  promoting  and  carrying  on  the  Newry 
Navigation,  in  order  to  enable  them  more  effeiStually  t&  carry  oii 
-the  faid  work*.  ' 

That  the  further  fupply  granted  to  his  Majetty,  for  tfie  life  of 
the  Corporation  for  promoting  and  carrying  on  the  Newry  Navi* 
gatlon,  be  a  fum  not  exceeding  lobol.  per  annum  for  the  terra 
often  years,  from  the  25th  day  of  March,  lySS* 

Mr.  Mafon  reported  from  the  committee  of  the  tvhole  Houfev 
to  whom  it  was  referred  to  confider  of  ways  and  means  for  raifwig 
the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty,  the  following  refolutions, 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  after  delivered  in  at  the  table. 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee. 
That  tov;ards  raifir^  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty,  the 
feveial  additional  and  other  races,  duties  and  impofitioof  hcrcli* 
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dher  mentiontd  (ball  be  raifed,  levied,  colle^ed  and  paid  to  his 

Majefty,  his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  from  tlie  25th  day  of  March, 

1788,  to  the  25th  day  of  March,  1789,  Inclufivc. 

That  a  duty  be  laid  on  all  beer,  ale  and  porter  which  (hall  be 
imported  into  this  kingdom  during  the  time  aforefaid,  except 
from  France,  or  the  French  dominions  in  Europe,  after  the  rate 
of  48.  id.  for  every  32  gallons,  and  fo  in  proportion  for  any* 
greater  orlefs  quantity  }  to  be  paid  down  in  ready  money  net, 
without  difcount  or  allowance,  and  to  be  in  lieu  and  full  fatisfac- 
tion  of  all  duties,  cuftom  and  excife  payable  thereon  by  virtue  of 
liny  a6i  or  adls  of  parliament  heretofore  made  In  this  kingdom. 

That  a  duty  of  6d,  be  laid  on  every  pound  of  greenr  tea,  and 
4df  on  every  pound  of  black  bohea  tea  and  other  teas  which  (hall 
be  imported  into  this  kingdom  during  the  time  aforefaid,  in  lieu 
and  full  fatisfadlionof  all  cuftom,  excife  or  other  duties  payable 
for  the  fame  by  any  ad  or  ads  of  Parliament  heretofore  made  id 
this  kingdom. 

That  a  further  additional  duty  be  laid  on  all  teas  imported  itf- 
to  this  kingdom  which  (hall  have  been  purchafed  at  the  Eaft  In- 
dia Company's  fales  in  London  for  an  higher  price  than  4s.  Bri- 
tifh  per  pound,  kt  the  rate  of  id.  per  pound  for  every  6d.  that 
(hall  be  paid  for  the  fame  over  and  above  the  fum  of  48.  Britifh 
at  the  fales  above-mentioned,  during  the  time  aforefaid;  the 
price  of  the  teas  to  be  inferted  in  the  cockets,  and  to  be  further 
afccrtained  by  a  reference  to  the  fale-books  of  the  Ea ft- India 
Company,  which  the  commiflloners  of  the  revenue  are  required 
to  procure  from  time  to  time,  for-the  purpofcs  above-mentioned* 

That  an  additional  duty  of  6d.  per  yard  be  laid  on  alt  chintzes, 
cafficoes  and  ^muflins  of  the  manufadure  pf  China,  Perfia,  and 
the  Eaft-Indies,  which  (hall  be  imported  into  this  kingdom  dur- 
ing the  time  aforefaid. 

That  a  further  additional  duty  of  6d.  be  laid  on  every  yard  of 
calllco  and  muflin  which  (hall  be  imported  into  this  kingdom  dur- 
ing the  time  aforefaid,  except  of  the  manufadure  of  France,  or 
the  French  dominions  in  Europe* 

That  an  additional  duty  of  is.  6d.  per  yafd  be  laid  on  all  forts 
of  fiiks  and  ftufFs  made  or  manufaftured  in  Perfia,  China  or  the 
Eaft^Iadies,  which  (hall  be  imported  into  tlris  kingdom  during 
the  time  aforefaid. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  i^d.  per  pound  weight  be  laid 
upon  all  hops  which  (hall  be  imported  into  this  kingdom  during 
the  time  aforefaid  from  Great  Britain 

That  an  additional  duty  of  4I.  fterling  per  pound  Weight  be 
laid  on  all  velvets  and  manufadures  made  of  or  mixed  with  filk, 
except  thofe  of  Great  Britain,  China,  Perfia  and  the  Eaft  In- 
dies, which  (hall  be  imported  into  this  kingdom  during^  the  time 
aforefaid. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  is.  per  ream  be  laid  on  every  ream 
of  paper  (except  brown,  blue  and  prefling  paper)  which  fliall  be 
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imported  into  this  kingdom  during  the  time  afprefaid,  except  of 
the  manufa^ure  of  Great  Britain. 

That  a  duty  of  rs.  per  pack  be  laid  upon  all  painted  or  play- 
ing cards  tv'hfch  (hall  be  imported  into  this  khigdom  during  the 
time  aforefaid. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  6d.  per  gallon  be  laid  upon  all     ! 
linfeed  oil  which  fliall  be  imported  into  this  kingdom  during  the 
time  aforefaid,  and  fo  in  proportion  for  any  greater  or  lefs  quan- 
tity. 

That  the  following  additional  duties  be  laid  on  afl  damafk  tow- 
elling, napkins  or  dotha  made  of  flax  or  hemp,  imported  into 
this  kingdom  during  the  time  aforefaid,  not  being  of  the  manu- 
facture of  Great  Britain,  France,  or  the  French  dominions  iii 
Europe  ;  that  is  to  fay,  a  duty  of  6d.  per  yard  on  all  fuch  goods 
from  one  yard  to  eight  quarters  wide,  and  zs.  per  yard  on  all 
fuch  goods  above  eight  quarters  wide. 

That  from  and  after  the  25th  day  of  March,  1788,  the  full 
duties  which  have  been  or  fhall  be  paid  on  the  import  of  any  goods, 
\vares  or  merchandizes,  except  where  it  (hall  be  otherwife  provided 
this  feflion  of  Parliament,  fliall  be  fully  repaid  for  fuch  as  (hall  be 
exported  by  any  merchant  within  three  years  after  import  to  any 
place  whatever. 

That  a  duty  of  aos".  be  paid  by  every  perfon  that  doth  or  (hall 
fell  or  tap  out  by  retail  any  cider  at  any  time  duting  the  time  afore- 
Jaid. 

That  afl  duties  of  cuftoms  Inwards,  import  excife,  and  all 
other  duties  whatfoe\'er  payable  on  the  import  of  any  goods,  wares 
and  merchandizes,  during  the  time  aforefaid,  (hall  be  paid  down 
in  ready  money'  net,  without  any  difcount  or  allowance  for 
prompt  payment. 

That  for  and  upon  alT  goods,  wares  and  merchandizes  which 
(hall  be  imported  into  this  kingdom  during  the  time  aforefaid, 
except  fugars,  by  any  perfon  being  a  retailer  or  confumer,  there 
fhall  be  paid  in  ready  money  net,  without  difcount  or  allowance 
for  prompt  payment,  an  additional  duty  after  the  rate  of  61.  per 
centum  on  the  duties  pa'y able  thereon  refpec^ively,  over  and  above 
the  full  amount  of  fach  duties  ;  except  the  following  articles,  be- 
ing the  growth,  produce  or  manufadure  of  France,  or  the  French 
dominions  in  Europe,  viz.  beer,  hardware,  cutlery,  cabinet 
ware  and  turnery  ;  nianufa6lures  of  iron,  tteel,  copper  and  brafs  ; 
cottons  ;  woollens,  knit  and  wove  ;  hofiery ;  cambricks  and 
lawns  ;  linens 'made  of  flax  or  hemp  ;  fadlery  ;  gauzes  ;  millinery 
made  of  muflln,  lawn,  cambrick  or  gauze  ;  porcelain^  earthen 
ware  and  pottery  ;  glafs  and  glafs  ware. 

That  a  duty  of  20s.  per  ton  be  laid  upon  every  ton  of  foap 
boilcis   wafle  and   maaure,  and  of  3I.    per  ton  on  every  ton  of 
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llncn  rags,  and  fo  in  proportion  for  any  greater  or  leff  qiiantity 
which  IfaaU  be  exported  out  of  this  kingdom  during  the  time  afore- 
faii  '        . 

*  That  an  additional  duty  of  6d.  per  hide  be  laid  tiport  evefy  raw 
tod  untanned  hide  which  (hall  be  exported  out  of  this  kingdom 
during  the  tiipe  aforefaidto  any  place  except  Great  Britain. 

That  a  duty  of  403.^  be  laid  on  cvety  loolb.  weight  of  gun-» 
powder,  not  being  of  Britifh  manufa6tore,  which  fhall  be  import- 
ed into  this  kingdom  during  the  time  aforefaid. 

That  a  duty  of  158.  per  ton  be  laid  on  all  vinegar  being  of  Bri- 
tifh manufa6ture,  and  an  addiiional  duty  of  5I.  68.  per  ton  upori 
all  other  vinegar  which  (hall  be  imported  into  this  kingdom  during 
the  lime  aforefaid ;  the  faid  duty  of  158.  to  be  in  lieu  and  fu3 
fatlsfaftion  of  all  duties  payable  thereon  by  virtue  of  any  a6l  or 
ads  of  Parliament  heretofore  made  in  this  kingdom; 

That  an  additional  duty  of  ios.  fterling  be  kid  on  every  ioo 
Weight  of  treacle  which  fliall  be  imported  into  this  kingdom  dur- 
ing the  time  aforefaid.    • 

That  an  additional  duty  of  6d.  per  yard  be  laid  upon  all  fo- 
reign ftuffs  called  romals,  arid  all  manufadlures  made  of  cotton^ 
or  of  cotton  and  linen  mixed,  whether  plain,  painted  or  ftained 
frhlch  ftiall  be  imported  iiito  this  kingdom  during  the  time  afore- 
faid, except  of  the  manufafturc  of  Great  Britain,  France,  or 
the  French  dominions  in  Europe. 

That  the  6d.  fer  pound  and  all  other  fees  which  fhall  or  may 
te  payable  to  the  vice-tred*urer  or  viee-treafurers,  receiver  or  pay- 
mafter  general,  clerk  of  the  pells,  or  any  other  officer  or  officers 
bf  this  kingdom^  for  or  on  account  of  the  iffiiing  or  payment  of" 
iny  fum  or  fums  which  fhdl  be  received  for  or  on  accoun;;  of  thei 
faid  feveral  aids  hereby  granted  «to  his  Majefty,  or  /or  or  upoh 
ilTuing  any  fum  or  fums  of  money  which  fliall  or  may  be  borrow- 
ed purfuarit  to  any  z6i  of  Parliament  or  vote  of  credit  this  feffiori 
of  Parliament,  be  applied  towards  jraifmg  the  fupply  granted  ta 
his  Majefty. 

That  a  further  additional  duty  of  5I.  per  centum  be  laid  upon 
all  china,  earthen,  japanned  or  laequered  ware,  as  valued  or  rated 
for  cuftom  by  the  book  of  rates,  which  fhall  be  imported  into  this 
kingdom  during  the  time  aforefaid  ;  and  alfo  an  additional  duty, 
after  the  rate  of  lol*  per  centum  on  the  feveral  goods  and  manu- 
faAures,  not  being  of  the  growth  and  produce,  or  manufadure  of 
Great  Britain  hereinafter  named,  as  the  fame  now  ftand  rated  for 
cuftom  in  the  book  of  rates,  or  if  unrated  ftiall  be  valued 
on  oath  of  the  importer,  which  fhall  be  imported  into  this  king- 
dom during  the  time  aforefaid,  over  and  above  all  other  duties 
■ow  payable  for  the  fame,  viz.  apparel,  apples,  bacon  aad  hafias/ 
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beads  of  glafs,  chocolate,  cocoa  nuts,  corfc,  capers,  cloves,  cur- 
rants, chefnuls,  Vvalnuts,  fmall  nuts,  bngks^  hulled  barley,  arti- 
fickl  flowers,  millinery  wares,  pearl  barley,  fans,  hats  (chip  and 
draw)  anchovies,  fturgeon,  pins,  wrought  ivory,  olives,  ofitons, 
prints  and  pi6lure8,  mace,  nutmegs,  wrought   inkle,  drugs  not 
being  for  dyers  ufe,  elephants  teeth,  furs,  all  lacquered,  japanned, 
gilt,  painted,  bronzed  and  enamelled  ware,  gloves  of  all  forts, 
almonds,  annifeeds,  cinnamon,  liquorice,  pepper,  piamento,  pruens, 
raifins,  rice,  faffron,  fuccards,  fuccus  liquoritiae,  needles,  thimbles, 
outnal  thread,  fifters  thread,  whited  brown  thread,  and  all  other 
threads,'  haberdashery,  china  and  earthen  ware^  hardware,  toys, 
mermits,  iron  pots,  fciflars,  fnufF,  tyles,  (hot,  laces  of  cotton, 
thready  worded  or  filk,  groceries  of  all  kinds   (except  fugars), 
orangc«  and  lemons,  limcj  lemon  and  orange  juice  not  being  for 
dyers  ufe,  tape,  foreign  linens,  and  all  manufa^ures  of  flax  and 
hemp,  except  the  fofiowing  articles,  being  of  the  growth,  pro- 
duce or  mauufa£lurc  of  France,  or  the  French  dominions  in  Eu- 
rope, viz.  apparel  made  of  woollen,  cotton  or  linen,  glafs  and 
glafs  ware,  gauzes  and  millinery  wares,  earthen  ware,  porcelain 
and  potter}',  hard- ware,  cutlery,  cabinet-ware  and  turnery,  ma- 
nufadlures  of  iron,  fleel,  copper  and  brafs,  and  all  linens  made 
of  ilax  andhemp. 

That  a  duty  of  i  ^d.  be  laid  on  every  pound  weight  of  oil  and 
fpirits  of  turpentine  which  (hall  be  imported  into  this  kingdom 
during  the  time  aforefald,  and  fo  in  proportion  for  any  greater  or 
lefs  quantity  ;  the  faid  duty  to  be  in  lieu  and  full  fatisfadlion  of 
iany  other  duties  payable  thereon  by  any  law  or  laws  heretore  made 
in  this  kingdom. 

That  for  .and  upcn  all  rofm  which  (hall  be  imported  into  thi* 
kingdom  during  the  time  aforefaid,  of  the  produdl  of  any  of  the 
domiujous-or  plantations  belonging  to  his  Majefty,  a  duty  be  laid 
of  IS.  7|d.  for  every  ore  hundred  weight  thereof;  but  if  not  of 
the  prodihSl  of  any  of  the  dominions  or  plantations  aforefaid,  and 
imported  in  fliips  built  and  navigated  according  to  law,  then  a 
duty  of  28.  5^d.  for  every  one  hundred  weight  thereof;  or  if 
imported  in  any  foreign  built  fhip  or  vefTel,  a  duty  of  2i,  64d.  for 
every  one  hundred  weight  thereof,  and  fo  in  proportion  for  any 
'  greater  or  kfs  quantity  ;  tliti  faid  duties  to  be  in  lieu  and  full  fa- 
tisfaction  of  all  other  duties  payable  thereon  by  any  law  or  laws 
now  in  forc;^  in  this  kingdom. 

That  the  following  duties,  (liall  be  paid  for  and  upon  all  wines 
of  the  growth  of  Portugal  and  Madeira  imported  into  this  king- 
dom during  the  time  aforefaid  ;  if  filled  and  imported  by  na- 
tives,, 2  2I.  4s.  8d.  if  filled  and  imported  by  ftrangcrs,  23I.  os. 
2^^?d,  ;  if  unfilled  and  imported  by  natives,  20I.  14s.  if  unfilled 
and  imported  by  ftraugers,  21L  8s.  by  the  ton  for  every  ton  there- 
of, and  fo  in  prt)porl^ion  for  any  greater  or  lefs  quantity  ;  the  faid 
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duties  to' be  paid  down  in  ready  money  net,  without  any  difcount  * 
or  allowance,  and  toi>e  in  Heu  and  full  &ti8fa6ik>n  of  all  cuftosi, 
cxcife  or  oxhtv  duties  payable  to  his  M^jefty  for  the  fame  by  vir- 
tue of  any  a&  or  ads  of  Parliament  heretofore  ouide  in  this 
kingdom. 

That  the  following  duties  (hall  be  paid  for  and  upon  all  Rhe- 
hi/h  wine  imported  into  this  kingdom  during  the  time  aforefald  ; 
jf  filled  and  imported  by  natives,  27I.  193.  loi^d.  if  filled  and 
imported  by  ftrangers,  29I.  98.  lojpd. ;  if  unfilled  and  imported 
by  natives,  25I.  138.  lo^ofd*  if  unfilled  and  imported  by  ttrism- 
gcrs,  27I.  08.  ioiJ|d.  by  the  ton  for  every  ton  thereof,  and  fo- 
in  proportion  for  any  greater  on  lefs  quantity  ;  the  faid  duties  to 
be  paid  down  in  ready  money  net,  without  any  difcount  or  allow* 
ance,  and  to  be  in  lieu  and  full  fati8fa6lion  of  all  cuftom,  excife 
and  other  duties  payable  to  his  Majefty  for  the  fame  by  virtue  of 
any  tt6t  or  a^ls  of  Parliamectt  heretofore  made  in  this  kingdom. 

That  the  following  duties  (hall  be  paid  for  and  upon  all 
Spanilh  wine  imported  into  this  kingdom  during  the  time  afore- 
faid;  if  filled  and  imported  by  natives  22I.  48.  8d.  if  filled  and 
imported  by  ftrangers,  23I.  os.  24^jd. ;  if  unfilled  and  imported 
by  native^,  20I.  148.  if  unfilled  and  imported  by  ftrangers,  21 1. 
Bb,  by  the  ton  for  every  ton  thereof,  and  fo  in  proportion  for  any 
greater  or  lefs  quantity  ;  the  faid  duties  to  be  paid  down  in  ready 
money  net,  without  any  difcount  or  allowance,  and  to  be  in  litli 
and  full  fatisfadlion  of  all  cuftom,  excife  or  other  duties  payable 
to  his  Majefty  for  the  fame  by  virtue  of  any  aft  or  afits  of  ParKa- 
meat  heretofore  made  in  this  kingdom. 

That  during  the  time  aforefaid,  the  like  duty  ftiall  be  paid  for  all 
wines  imported  from  the  Canaries,  and  all  other  the  dominions  of 
Spain,  as  upon  Spanilh  wine  ;  the  faid  duties  to  be  paid  down  in 
ready  money  net,  without  any  difcount  or  allowance,  and  to  be 
in  lieu  and  full  &tis^6lion  of  all  cuftom,  excife  or  other  duties 
payable  to  his  Majefty  for  the  fame  by  virtue  of  any  a'dl  or  afts 
of  Parliament  heretofore  made  in  this  kingdom. 

That  the  following  duties  fhall  be  paid  for  and  upon  all  other 
wines  imported  into  this  kingdom  during  the  time  aforefaid,  ex- 
cept wines  of  the  growth  of  France,  or  the  French  dominions  in 
Europe;  if  filled  and  imported  by  natives,  2  81.  9s.,  lo^Jd.  if  fil- 
led and  imported  by  ftrangers,  3QI.  3s.  2  y^d.  ;  if  unfilled  and  im- 
ported by  natives,  26I.  28.  lo^^fd.  if  unfilled  and  imported  by 
ftrangers,  27I.  I28.  lo^l^d.  by  the  ton  for  every  ton  thereof, 
and  lo  in  proportion  for  any  greater  or  lefs  quantity  ;  the  faid 
duties  to  be  paid  down  in  ready  money  net,  without  any  difcount 
or  allowance,  and  to  be  in  lieu  and  full  fatisfaAioh  of  all  cuftom, 
excife  or  other  duties  payable  to  his  Majefty  for  the  fame  by  vin- 
tne  of  any  aft  or  afts  of  Parliament  heretofore  made  in  this  king- 
dom. 
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Th^t  upon  the  regular  exportation  of  wines,  whether,  by  natives 
or  ftrangers,  within  three  years  after  the  importation  thereof  to 
any  place  or  places  except  the  Britifti  plantations  in  America  and 
the  Weft  Indies,  and  thie  Britifti  fettleraents  on  the  coall  of  Africa, 
there  fhall  be  paid  the  feveral  drawbacks  fpecified  in  the  fchedde 
hereunto  annexed, 

A  Schedule  pf  the  drawbacks  upon  every  ton  of  wine  exported 
*     within  tjiree  years  after  the  importation  thereof. 


Not  having  paid  aliens  duty- 


^panifh,  Canary,  and  wines 
of  the  dominions  of 
Spain,  Portuj^al  and 
Madeira  wine 

^11  other  >yine?,  except 
wines  of  France, .  or  the 
French  dpiriinlons  in 
Europe,  r— 


FlUed. 


—         17    4    8 


Unfilled. 
£.     J.   </.   20ths^ 


|6    4  —  -* 


;f3     9  lo  i6         21   12  lo  i8| 


20ths 


HaTing  paic 
Filled. 

aliens  duty. 
Unfilled 

gpanifh,  Canary,  and  wines 
of    the     dominions    of 

£.    J.    d.  20ths, 

£.    s.  d.  2 

Spain,     Portugal    and 
Madeira  wine         — 

i6    6  lo  f3j 

15     8  ^. 

All  other    wine3,    except 

.wines  of  France,  or  the 

French     dominions  ,  in 

Europe           .     ---  ■ 

23     9  to  16 

21     12    IP 

1 81 

That  a  duty  of  los.  per  barrel  be  laid  upon  all  herrings  which 
{hall  be  imported  into  this,  kingdom  except  Britifh  herrings,  dur-f 
ing  the  time  aforefaid. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  3d.  per  pound  weight  be  laid  on  all 
chocolate  apd  cocoa  nuts  which  (hall  be  imported  into  this  kingf 
dom  during  the  time  aforefald,    . 

That  an  additional  duty^of  2I.  los.  per  centum  be  laid  on  all 
iron  wire  which  fhall  be  imported  into  this  kingdom  during  the 
time  aforefald,  not  being  of  the  manufadlure  of  Great  Britain, 
France,  or  the  French  dominions  in  Europe, 

That  an  additional  duty  of  2s.  the  barrel  for  and  upon  every 
thirty-two  gallons  of  beer  or  ale  above  the  price  of  68.  the  bar- 
rel, and  4d.  the  barrel  for  and  upon  every  thirty-two  gallons  of 
beer  or*  ale  of  the  price  of  6s.  the  barrel  or  under,  brewed  within 
this  kingdom  between  the  25th  day  of  March,  1788,  and  th^ 
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25th  day  of  March  1789,  by  any  common  brewer,  or  in  hisvef- 
fels  by  any  other  per  fori  or  perfons  who  doth  or  do  or  fhall  fcH  or 
tap  out  beer  or  ak  publicly  or  privately,  fuch  gallon  to  contain 
two  hundred  and  feventy-two  cubical  inches  and  one-fourth  part 
of  a  cubical  inch,  be  paid  by  Jthe  common  brewer,  or  by  fuch 
perfon  or  perfons  refpeAively  who  /hall  brew,  fell  or  tap  out  the 
.  fame ;  anjd  fo  proportionably  for  any  greater  .or  lefo  quantity. 

That;  a  tax  of  4s,  in  the  pound  be  laid  upon  all  falari«s,  profits  of 
employments,  fees  and  penlaons,  payable  between  the  25th  day 
of  March,  1 788,  and  the  25th  day  of  March,  1 789,  to  the  per- 
fons who  (hall  not  aftually  Tcfide  fix  calendar  months  in  this  king- 
dom, between  the  faid  25th'  day  of  March,  1788,  and  the  faid 
25th  day  of  March,  1789,  except  the  defcendants  of  his  Majef,- 
ty's  royal  grandfatli^r,  aqd  except  the  Chief  Governor  and  his 
Secretary,  and  alfo  except  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick,  Prince  Fer- 
dinand, the  Duke  and  Dutchefs  of  Athol,  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  right  honourable  Lord  Baron  Hawke  of  the  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain,  and  George  Charles,  Efq;  if  his  Majefty  fhall 
think  fit  by  his  fign  manual  to  exempt  them  from  the  faid  tax  ^ 
and  alfo  except  all  ofRcers  of  the  army,  fo  jEar  as  refoe&s  the  pay 
arifing  from  their  regimental  commiffions  |  and  alfo  except  the 
half-pay  officers  01?  the  eflablifhment,  and  the  widows  of  officers. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  lod,  per  gallon  for  and  upon  every 
gallon  of  aqua  vitae,  ftrong  waters  or  fpirits  made  or  diililled 
within  this  kingdom  for  fale,  be  paid  by  the  firfl  maker  or  diii'iU 
ler  thereof  during  the  time  aforefaid. 

That  an  additipnaj  duty  of  8d.  per  gallon  be  laid  upon  every 
gallon  of  brandy,  ftrong  waters  and  fpirits  pcdeSly  made,  and  of 
5)irits  made  and  diftilled  of  wine  not  above  proof,  that  fhall  he 
imported  into  this  kingdom  during  the  time  aforefaid,  and  fo  pro- 
portionably for  any  greater  or  lefs  quantity  ;  and  for  every  gallon 
of  foreign  fpirits,  above  the  quality  of  fingle  fpirits,  which  fhall 
be  imported  into  this  kingdom  during  the  time  aforefaid,  an  addi^ 
tional  duty  fhall  be  paid  for  fuch  fpirits,  and  fliall  be  charged 
thereon  in  proportion  to  the  duties  payable  for  fingle  fpirits  of 
the  fame  denomination,  according  to  the  comparative  degree  of 
ilrength  which  fuch  fpirits  fo  to  be  imported  fhall  bear  to  fingl« 
fpirits  of  the  fame  denomination. 

That  a  further  additional  duty  of  jpd.  per  gallon  be  laid  on  all 
rum  or  other  fpirits  of  the  growth  and  produce  of  his  Majefly's 
fugar  colonies  in  America  which  fhall  be  imported  injto  this  king- 
dom during  the  time  aforefaid. 

That  a  fiirther  additional  duty  of  i  s.  8d.  per  gallon  be  laid  on 
all  brandy,  geneva,  and  all  other  fpirits  which  fhall  be  imported 
Wio  this  kingdon^  during  thj:  time  affrefaid,  except  fpirits  of  the 
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growth  and  produce  of  his  Majefty 'a  fugar  cdoDics  ra  America, 
over  and  above  all  other  duties  now  payable  for  the  fame. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  6d.  per  pack  be  latd  on  all  painted 
or  playing  cards  which  fhall  be  manufactured  or  vended  in  this 
kingdonn  during  the  time  aforcfaid,  over  and  above  the  prefeiit 
duty  now  payable  for  the  fame. 

That  tow^ards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefly  a  gene- 
ra! letter-office  or  poft  office,  together  with  all  inferior  neceffary 
offices,  be  continued  within  this  kingdom  from  the'  25th  day^of 
March,  1788,  to  the  25th  day  of  March,  1789;  and  that  there 
(hall  be  levied  and  paid  to  his  Majefty,  his  heirs  and  fucccffors,' 
for  the  portage  and  conveyance  of  letters  and  packets  by  the^faid 
offices,  the  feveral  rates  hereafter  mentioned. 

That  there  fliall  be  levied  and  paid  to  his  Majefty,  his  heirs  and 
fucceflors,  during  the  time  aforefaid,  for  the  port  and  conveyance 
of  eve  17  fnigle  letter  or  piece  of  paper  from  the  office  in  this  king- 
dom where  fucli  letter  or  piece  of  paper  ftiall  be  put  in,  to  any 
diftance  within  the  faid  kingdom  not  exceeding  fifteen  miles  Irifti 
jneaiure,  the  fum  of  2d. ;  arid  to  any  diftance  exceeding  fifteen 
miles,  and  not  exceeding  thirty  miles,  the  fum  of  3d.  ;  and  to 
any  diftance  exceeding  thirty  miles,  the  fum  of  4d. ;  and  for  the 
port  and  conveyance  of  every  double  letter,'  double  the  faid  fuma 
icfpe£lfvely  ;  and  of  every  treble  letter,  treble  the  faid  fums  rc- 
fpedivcly  ;  and  of  every  ounce  weight,  four  times  the  faid  fums 
refpedively  ;  and  fo  in  proportion  for  any  greater  weight  than  an 
f>unce,  reckoning  every  quarter  of  a^  ounce  equal  to  a  finglc 
letter,  ,,  = 

That  every  letter  or  packet  direfted  from  any  place  m  this  king- 
dom to  any  parts  in  Great  Britain  or  beyond  the  feas,  or  received 
in  this  kingdom  from  Great  Britain  or  any  parts  beyond  the  fcas, 
ihall  be  charged  and  pay  according  to  the  rates  aforefaid  for  its 
portage  and  conveyance  within  this  kingdom  from  or  to  Dublin, 
ur  from  or  to  Donaghadee,  or  from  or  to  Waterford,  according 
as  it  (hall  be  refpeclivcly  ftiipped'from  or  landed  in  any  of  the  faid 
places. 

That  every  letter  or  packet  paffing  through  the  general  poft- 
office  in  the  city  of  Dublin  from  any  place  within  this  kingdom 
not  lefs  diftant  than  four  miles  from  the  faid  office,  to  any  place 
within  the  faid  kingdom  not  lefs  diftant  likewife  than  four  miles 
from  the  faid  office,  ftiall  be  charged  and  pay  according  to  the 
diftances  in  the  foregoing  refolutions  to  Dublin,  and  Be  further 
charged  and  pay  according  to  the  fame  from  Dublin. 

I'hat  for  every  letter  or  packet  dire£led  on  board,  or  brought 
or  fent  from  on  board  any  fliip  or  veflel  riding  or  ftopping  in  any 
port  within  this  kingdom,  fhere  ftiall  be  charged  and  paid,  over 
and  above  the  rates  aforefaid,  the  fum  of  id- 
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That  towards  railing  the  fold  fupply  a  penny  poft-office  be  con- 
tinued in  the  city  of  iJublin,  for  the  port  and  conveyance  of  let 
ters  and  packets  within  a  circuit  of  four  miles .  from  the  general 
poft-ofEcc  in  the  fame  city. 

That  for  every  letter  or  packet  of  any  weight  which  fhall  be  fent 
to  or  delivered  from  the  general  poft-office  by  the  penny-pod  from 
or  to  any  place  not  being  within  the  limits  of  the  faid  city,  as 
they  arc  afccrtained  and  defcribed  in  a  map  or  ,furvey  thereof 
made  by  Thomas  Matthews,  and  depofited  in  the  general  poft- 
office,  there  {hall.be  paid  the  fum  of  id.  over  and  above  or  exclu- 
five  of  the  rates  aforefaid. 

That  for  the  port  and  conveyance  of  any  letter  or  packe|,  being, 
not  more  than  four  ounces  in  weight,  from  or  to  any  place  within 
the  city  of  Dublin,  by^he  penny  poil-oifice,  there  (hall  be  paid 
at  the  time  of  putting  fjudh  letter  or  packet  into  the  office  the 
fum  of  id. ;  and  for  the  port  or  conveyance  of  tvery  letter  or 
packet  not  exceeding  the  like  weight  from  any  place  in  the  faid 
city,  to  any  place  outfide  of  the  faid  city,  within  the  circuit  of 
the  penny  poll-oifice,  or  from  any  place  outfide  of  the  faid  city, 
within  the  circuit  of  the  penny-poft  to  any  place  within  the  faid 
city,  there  fhall  be  paid  at  the  time  of  putting  in  fuch  letter  or 
packet  the  fum  of  id.  and  a  further  fum  of  id,  on  the  delivery 
thereot 

That  there  fhall  be  paid  to  his  Majefty,  his  heirs  and  fucccf- 
fors,  for  the  delivery  in  Dublin  of  each  Britifh  or  foreign  print*> 
cd  newfpaper,  and  each  printed  vote  or  "proceeding  in  Parh'aqnent, 
arriving  at  the  general  poft-oflice  in  Dublin,  Donaghadee,  or 
Waterford,  without  cover,  or  in  cover  open  at  the  fides,  the  fum 
of  id.  over  and  above  aU  foreign  poftage  charged  theriaon. 

That  there  fhall  be  paid  to  his  Majefty,  his  heirs  and  fuccef- 
fors,  for  the  port  and  conveyance  through  this  kingdom  of  each 
printed  newfpaper,  direded  from  any  part  of  Ireland,  to  any 
part  of  Great  Britain,  without  covers,  or  in  covers  open  at  the 
fides,  the  fum  of  id.  and  no  more,  which  fum  of  id.  fhall  be 
paid  on  the  delivery  of  fuch  newfpaper  at  the  poft-office,  from 
whence  it  is  difpatched  in  this  kingdom. 

That  for  and  upon  all  Mufcovado  fugars  of  the  growth,  pro* 
dud  or  manufa£lur«  of  the  Britifh  plantations  in  America  ©r  the 
Weft  Indicp,  which  fhall  be  imported  into  this  kingdom,  be- 
tween the  lyth  day  of  March,  1788,  and  the  25th  day  of 
March,  1780,  inclufive,  there  fhall  be  paid  down  in  ready  mo- 
ney net,  witnout  difcount  or  aVowance,  a  duty  after  the  rate  of 
138.  4;d.  for  c>ipry  112  pounds  weight  thereof,  and  fo  in  pro-» 
portion  for  any  greater  or  lefs  quantity  ;  the  faid  duties  to  be  in 
lieu  and  full  fatisfadlon  of  all  duties,  cuftom  and  excife  now 
payable  thereon,  by  virtue  of  any  ad  or  ads  of  Parliapnent 
heretofore  made  in  this  kingdom. 
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That  for  and  upon  all  white  fugars  of  the  growth,  produA  or 
manufafture  of  the  Britifli  plantations  in  America  or  the  Weft 
Indies,  which  fhall  be  imported  into  this  kingdom  during  the 
time  aforefaid,  there  fhali  be  paid  down  in  jeady  money  net, 
without  difcount  or  allowance,  a  duty  after  the  rate  of  il.  us.  yd. 
for  every  112  pounds  weight  thereof,  and  fo  in  proportion  for 
any  greater  or  lefs  quantity  ;  the  faid  duties  to  be  in  lieu  and^ 
full  fatisfaftion  of  all  duties,  cuftom  and  exclfe  now, payable 
thereon,  by  virtue  of  any  aft  or  ads  of  Parliament  heretofore 
made  in  this  kingdom. 

That  for  and  upon  all  refined  fugars  of  the  growth,  produd 
or  maftufa<fture  of  the  Britifh  plantations  in  Artfenca  or  the  Weil 
Indies,  which  fhall  be  imported  into  this  kingdom  dMring  the 
time  aforiefaid,  there  fhall  be  paid  down  in  ready  money  net, 
without  difcount  or  allowance,  a  duty  after  the  rat€  of  5I.  68, 
lo^d.  for  eyery  112  pounds  weight  thereof,  and  foin  propor- 
tion for  any  greater  or  lefs  quantity  ;  the  faid  duties  to  be  in  lieu 
and  full  fatlsfadion  of  all  duties,  cuilom  and  excife  now  payable 
thereon,  by  virtue  of  any  aft  or  a6ls  of  Parliament  heretofore 
made  in  this  kingdom. 

That  for  and  upon  all  Mufcovado  fugar?,  not  being  of  the 
growth,  product  or  manufacture  of  the  Britifh  plantations  in 
Anierica  or  the  Weft  Indies,  or  of  the  manufadure  of  Great 
Britain,  which  fhall  be  imported  into  this  kingdom  during  the 
time  aforefaid,  there  (liall  be  paid  down  in  ready  money  net, 
without  difcount  or  allowance,  a  duty  after  the  rate  of  il.  9s. 
y^d.  for  every  112  pounds  weight  thereof,  and  fo'  irv  proportion 
for  any  greater  or  lefs  quantity  ;  the  faid  duties  to  be  in  lieu  and 
full  fatisfadlion  of  ^11  duties,  cuftom  and  Excife  •  how  payable 
thereon,  by  virtue  pf  any  a6t  or  a6b  of  Parliament  heretofore 
made  in  this  kingdom,  • 

That  for  and  upon  all  white  fugars,  not  being  of  the  growth, 
p»'odu6t  or  manufadure  of  the  Britifh  plantations  in  America  or 
the  Weft  Indies,  or  of  the  manufafture  of  Great- Britain,  which 
fkall  be  imported  into  this  kingdom  during  the  time  aforefaid, 
there  fliall  be  paid  down  in  ready  money  net,  without  difcount  or 
allowance,  a  duty  after  the  rate  of  2!^  gs.  3^d.  for  every  ir2 
pounds  weight  thereof,  and  fo  in  proportion  for  any.  greater  or  lefs 
quantity  ;  the  faid  duties  to  be  in  lieu  and  full  fatisfadlion  of  aU 
duties,  cuftom  and  excife  now  payable  ther^on^  by  virtue  pf  any 
act  or  aiSts  of  Parliament  heretofore  made  in  this  kingdom. 

That  for  and  upon  all  refined  fugars,  not  being  of  the  growth, 
prodttc^,  or  manufaClure  of  the  Britifh  plantation*  in  America  or 
the  Weft  Indies,  or  of  the  manufadlure  of  Great  Britain,  fliall  be 
imported'  into  this  kingdom  during  the  time  aforefaid,  there  fhall 
hk  paid  down  in  re^dy  money  net,  without  difcount  or  allowance,  a 
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duty  after  the  rate  of  5I.  68.  10 3d.  for  every  112  pounds  weight 
thereof,  and  fo  in  proportion  for  any  greater  or  lefs  quantity  ; 
the  faid  duties  to  be  in  lieu  and  full  fatis^dion  of  all  duties, 
cuftom  and  excife  now.  payable  thereon,  by  virtue  ,  of  any  a6t  or 
ads  of  Parliament  heretofore  made  in  this  kingdom. 

That  a  duty  of  il.  16s.  g^d.  per  huiidred  weight  be  laid  on 
all  refined  fugars  in  loaves,  not  being  baftards,  and  on  all  candy, 
which  (hall  be  imported  from  Great  Britain'  during  the  time 
afor'efaid,  being  of  Britifh  manufafture,  and  fo  in  propoition  for 
any  greater  or  lefs  quantity  ;  the  fame  to  be  paid  down  in 
ready  money  net,  without  difcount  or  allowance,  and  to  be  in  lieu 
and  full  fatisfaftion  of  all  duties,  cuftom  and  excife  now  payable 
thereon,  by  virtue  of  any  adl  or  a^ts  of  Parliament  heretofore 
made  in  this  kingdoinl 

That  a  duty  be  laid  on  all  refined  fugars,  .called  baftards,  and 
on  all  ground  and  powdered  refined  fugars,  and  all  refined  loaf 
broke  in  pieces,  which  fhall  be  imported  from  Great  Britain 
during  the  time  aforefaid,  being  of  jthc  pianufadure  of  Great 
Britain,  after  the  rate  of  i8s.  iid.  ^^  |§  for  every  hundred 
Tveight  thereof,  and  fo  in  proportion  for  any  greater  or  lefs  quan- 
tity ;  the  faid  duty  to  be  p^id  down  in  ready  money  net,  without 
difcount  or  allowance,  and  to  be  in  lieu  and  full  fatisfadlion  of  all 
duties,  cuftom  and  excife  now  payable  thereon,  by  virtue  of  any 
ad  or  a<B:s  of  Parliament  heretofore  made  in  this  kingdom. 

That  for  and  upon  ail  fugars,  not  befng  of  the  growth  or 
produce  of  the  Britifh  colonies  in  America  or  the  Weft  Indies, 
pr  of  the  manufafture  of  Great  Britain,  which  ftiall  be  import- 
ed from  Great  Britain  during  jlhe  time  aforefaid,  there  fhall  be 
paid  down  in  ready  money  net,  without  difcount  or  allowance, 
jthe  feveral  duties  mentioned  in  the  annexed  fchedule  refpe6lively, 
for  every  1I2  pounds  weight  thereof,  and  £b  in  proportion  for 
any  greater  or  lefs  quantity,  in  lieu  and  full  fatisfadion  of  all 
duties,  cuftom  and  excife  payable  thereon,  by  any  adl  or  ads  of 
Parliament  heretofore  made  in  this  kingdom. ' 

A  Schedule  of  the  refpedive  duties  payable  upon  all  fugars  importr 
ed  into  this  kingdom,  not  being  of  the  growth,  produd  or 
manufadure  of  the  Briufh  colonies  or  plantations  in  America 
or  the  Weft  Indies,  or  of  the  manufadure  of  Great  Britain, 
with  the  drawbacks  to  be  allowed  on  the  due  exportation  there- 
of within  three  years  from  the  time  of  importation. — The  faid 
duties  and  drawbacks  to  be  in  lieu  and  full  fatisfadion  of  all 
duties  and  drawbacks,  x 

£.  s.  d. 

Mufcovado,    the    hundred  weight,  containing    112 

pounds  —  —  —  '     7  3? 

White,  the  hundred  weight,  containing  112  pounds       2     5  3| 

R.efined,  the  hundred  weight,  containing  1 1 2  pounds    4  17  8^ 
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Tbftt  there  fhaJJ  be  allowed  and  repaid  upon  the  export  of  aU 
AigarSf  not  being  of  the  growth,  produ^  or  manufacture  of  the 
Britiih  colonies  or  plantations  in  America  or  the  Weft  Indies,  or 
of  the  manufa6kure  of  Great  Britain,  within  three  years  after 
.  import,  the  feveral  drawbacks  in  the  above  mentioned  fclieduk» 
and  jio  other. 

That  all  drawbacks  orallowances  now  given  by  law  on  the  ex- 
port of  neHned  fugars  made  in  this  kingdom  do  now  ceafe  and  be 
no  longer  payable  ;  and  that  in  lieu  of  faid  drawbacks,  and  for  the 
encouragement  of  refining  fugars  in  this  kingdom,  a  bounty  {haU 
be  allowed  and  paid  upon  all  refined  fugar  which  (hail  be  export- 
ed from  this  kingdom  during  the  time  aforefaid,  after  the  rate  of 
il.  8s.  2d.  for  every  'hundred  weight  of  fuch  refined  fugar  ex- 
ported in  the  loaf,  complete  and  whole,  being  net,  that  is  to  fay, 
or  one  uniform  whitenefs  throughout,  and  which  hath  gone' 
through  the  operation  of  two  or  more  clays  fince  it  was  laft  in 
the  pan,  and  hath  been  properly  and  thoroughly  dried  in  theftove 
according  to  the  prefent  praftlce  of  refining  ;  and  after  the  rate 
of  123.  yd.  41  T^j  for  every  hundred  weight  of  fuch  refined  fu- 
gar exported,  called  baftards,  and  of  all  ground  and  powdered 
refined  fugar,  and  aiU  refined  loaf  fugar  brokr  in  pieces,  the  faid 
fugar  having  been  twice  clayed  and  properly  dried  in  theftove.; 
and  likewife  of  all  candy  properly  refined  and  manufactured,  and 
free  from  dirt  and  fcum. 

That  there  fhall  be  paid  for  an^  upon  all  French  wines  which 
fhall  be  imported  into  this  kingdom  from  the  25th  of  March > 
J  788,  to  the  25th  of  March,  1789,  inclnfive ;  if  filled  and  im- 
ported fubjeftto  aliens  duty,  a  duty  of  3  61.  4s.  10 /c^-  ^^  filled 
and  imported  not  fubjcd  to  alieris  duty,  a  duty  of  35I.  os.  4^gd.; 
if  unfilled  and  imported  fubjeft  to  aliens  duty,  a  duty  of  33I.  143. 
1 4,d-  if  unfilled  and  imported  not  fubjedl  to  aliens  duty,  a  duty 
of  32I.  123.  o^^d,  for  every  ton  thereof,  and  foin  proportion  for 
any  greater  or  lefs  quantity. 

That  for  and  upon  every  lool.  value  of  beer,  being  the  pro- 
duce and  manufa(fture  of  the  European  dominions  of  the  Fre«ch 
King,  which  fhall  be  imported  direaly  from  thence  into  this  king- 
dom, during  the  time  aforefaid,  in  (hips  of  the  built  of  either 
country  or  Britiih  built,  owned  and  navigated  according  to  law, 
there  (hall  be  paid  a  duty  of  30I.  and  foin  proportion  for  any 
greater  or  lefs  value. 

That  for  and  upon  every- thirty^ two  gallons  of  beer,  being  the 
produce  and  manufafture  of  the  European  dominions  of  the 
French  King,  which  fhall  be  imported  dire(S^ly  from  thence  into 
this  kingdom  during  the  time  aforefaid,  in  ihips  of  the  built  rtf 
either  country  or  Biitifh  built,  owned  and  navigated  accoidingto" 
law,  th«  re  fhall  be  paid  a  further  duty  of  4s.  i  d.  and  fo  in  pro- 
poriiou  for,  any  greater  or  lefs -quantity. 
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-  TTiat  for  and  upon  every  lool.  value  of  cabinet  ware  and  turn* 
cry,  and  inftruments  of  mufie,  being  the  manufa<^ure  of  the 
European  dominions  pf  the  French  King,  which  (hall  be  im- 
ported diredly,  from  thence  into  this  kingdom,  during  the  time 
aforefaid,  in  fhips  of  the  built  of  either  country  or  Britifh  built, 
owned  and  navigated  according  to  law,  there  fhall  be  paid  a  duty 
of  lol.  and  fo  in  proportion  for  any  greater  or  lefs  value. 

That  for  and  upon  cveiy  fool,  value  of  all  articles  made  of 
iron  or  fted  feparately  or  mixed,  or  woHted  or  mounted  with 
other  fiibftances,  fuch  articles  being  of  the  manufadure  of  the 
European  dominions  of  the  French  king,  which  (hall  be  imported 
diredly  from  thence  into  this  kingdom,  during  the  time  afore- 
faid, in  fhips  of  the  built  of  either  country  or  Britilh  built,  own- 
ed and  navigated  according  to  law,  and  not  exceeding  in  value 
ll.  14s.  2d.  Irifh  currency  the  hundred  weight,  there  fhall  be 
paid  a  duty  of  5L  and  fo  in  proportion  for  any  greater  or  left 
value. 

That  for  and  upon  every  l  ool.  value  of  articles  made  of  iron 
and  fleel  feparately  or  mixed,  or  worked  or  mounted  with  other 
fubftances,  fuch  articles  being  of  the  manufa6lure  of  the  Euro- 
pean dominions  of  the  French  king,  which  fhall  be  imported  di- 
reftly  from  thence  into  this  kingdom,  during  the  time  aforefaid, 
in  fhips  of  the  built  of  either  country  or  Bvitifli  built,  owned 
and  navigated  according  to  law,  and  exceeding  in  value  the  fum 
of  2L  148.  2d.  Irifh  currency  the  hundred  weight ;  and  for  and 
upon  every  lOol.  value  of  all  buttons,  buckles,  fcifTars,  knives 
and  other  articles  of  hardware  and  cutlery ;  and  upon 
ev^y  I  ool.  value  of  all  articles  made  of  copper  and  brafs,  fepa- 
rately or  mixed,  or  worked  or  mounted  with  other  fiibflances, 
fuch  articles  being  bf  the  manufafture  of  the  European  domini- 
ons of  the  French  king,  and  imported  as  aforefaid,  there  fhall  be 
paid  a  duty  of  lol.  and  fojn  proportion  for  any  greater  or  left 
value. 

That  for  and  upon  every  lool.  value  of  cotton?  .ad  woollens, 
knit  or  wove,  including  hofiery,  being  of  the  manufa6lure  oflho 
European  dominions  of  the  French  king,  which  fhall  be  imported- 
direftly  from  thence  into  this  kingdom,  during  the  time  afore- 
faid, in  fhips  of  the  built  of  either  country  or  Britifh  built, 
owned  and  navigated  according  to  law,  there  fhall  be  paid  a  duty 
of  I  zl.  and  fo  in  proportion  for  any  greater  or  left  value. 

That  for  and  upon  all  cambricks  of  the  manufafture  of  the 
^European  dominions  of  the  French  king,  which  fhall  be  imported 
'  dired^ly  from  thence  into  this  kingdom,  during  the  time  afore- 
faid, in  fhips  of  the  built  of  either  country  or  Britifh  built, 
owned  and  navigated  according  to  law*  in  demi  pieces,  not  ex- 
ceeding feven  yards  and  three-fourths  of  a  yard  in  length  each, 
there  ihaU  be  paid  for  every  ^uch  demi  piece  of  fuch  cambrick^  not 
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exceeding  ftven-eights  of  a  yard  In  breadth,  o^-  not  being  above 
the  value  of  2I.  143.  2d.'Inih  currency,  a  duty  of  58.  ^d, ;  but 
if  fuch  derai  pieceihall  exceed  feven-eights  of  a  yard  in  breadth^ 
or  fhall  be  above  the  value  of  2I.  1 4s.  2d.  Irifh  currency,  then  a 
duty  after  the  rate  of  idL  for  every  lool.  value  of  all  fuch  cam^ 
.  brick  fo  imported  in  demi  pieces,  and  fo  in  proportion  for  any 
greater  or  Icfs  value. 

That  for  and  upon  all  lawns  of  the  mamifsjfture  of  the  Euro- 
pean dominions  of  the  French  king,  which  fhall  be  imported  di- 
redlly  from  thence  into  this  kingdom,  during  the  time  aforefaid, 
in  fhips  of  the  built  of  either  country  or  Britiih  built,  owned  and 
navigated  according  to  law,  in  demi  pieces,  not  exceeding  feven 
yards  and  three- fourths  of  a^  yard  in  length  each,  there  (hall  be 
paid  for  every  futsh  demi  piece  of  fuch  laWn,  not  exceeding  one 
yard  and  one  quarter  of  a  yard  in  breadth^  or  not  being  above  the 
value  of  2I.  14s.  2d.  Irifh  currency,  a  duty  of  5s.  5d.  ;  but  if 
fuch  demi  piece  fhall  exceed  one  yard  and  a  quarter  in  breadth,  or 
fliall  be  above  the  value  of  2L  14s.  zi,  then  a  duty  after  the  rate  of 
loL  for  every  lool,  value  of  fuch  lawn  fo  imported  in  demi  pieces, 
and  fo  in  proportion  for  any  greatei'  or  Icfs  value. 

That  for  and  upon  all  linens  made  of  ftax  or  hemp,  of  the  ma-i 
nufad^ure  of  the  European  dominions  of  the  French  king,  which 
Ihall  be  imported  into  this  kingdom-,  during  the  time  aforefaidy 
the  following  duties  fhall  be  paid,  that  is  to  fay,  for  and  upon  all 
damaflc  tabling,  a  duty  of  lod.  ^*  ?|  per  yard  ;  for  and  upon  all 
damafk  towelling  and  napkining,  a  duty  of  3d*  4o  i}  per  yard;  for 
and  upon  all  diaper  tabling,  a  duty  of  6d.  ^^  |  per  yard;  for  and 
upon  all  diaper  towelling  and  napkining,  a  duty  of  2d.  -^^  |  per 
yard;  for  and  upon  all  napkins,  a  duty  after  therate  of  5s,  3d.  4  J  | 
for  every  dozei?  napkins  ;  and  for  and  upon  all  linens,  not  otherwife 
kferein  enumerated  and  defcribed,  a  duty  of  4d.  ^^  fj  for  each 
ell  thereof,  and  fo  in  proportion  for  any  greater  or  lefs  quantity. 

That  there  be  paid  for  and  upon  all  fail-cloth  of  the  manufac- 
ture of  th6  European  dominions  of  the  French  king,  which  fhall 
be  imported  into  this  kingdom  during  the  time  aforefaid,  a  duty* 
of  III.  OS.  8d.  for  every  lool.  value  thereof,  and  fb  in  propor-* 
tion  for  any  greater  or  lefs  value. 

That  for  and  upon  every  lool.  value  of  gu^es  ofaffforfs,  ^ 
being  of  the  manufacture  of  the  European  dominions  of  the 
French  king,  which  fhall  be  imported  directly  from  thence  into 
tMs  kingdom  during  the  time  aforefaid,  in  (hips  of  the  built  of 
cither  country  or  Britifh  built,  owned  and  navigated  according 
to  law,  there'  fhall  be  paid  a  duty  of  lol.  and  fo  in  proportion  for 
imy  greater  or  lefs  value. 

That  for  and  upon  every  lool.  value  of  porcelain,  earthen- 
ware  and  pottery^  being  tlxe  roanufadures  of  the  European  do-*' 
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minions  of  the  French  king,  which  (hall  te  imported  diredly 
from  thence  into  this  kingdona  during  the  time  aforefaid,  in  fhips 
of  the  built  of  either  country  or  Britifli  built,  owned  and  navi- 
gated according  to  law,  there  (hall  be  paid  a  duty  of  1 2I.  and  fo 
in  proportion  fgr  any  greater  or  lefs  value. 

That  for  and  upon  every  i  ool.  value  of  plate-glafs  or  of  glafs-* 
*  ware,  being  of  the  manufacture  of  the  European  dominions  of 
the  French  king,  which  fhall  be  imported  dire£lly  from  thence 
ihto  this  kingdom  during  the  time  aforefaid,  in  (liips  of  the  built 
of  either  country  or  Britifh  built,  owned  and  ftavigated  according 
to  law,  there  (hall  be  paid  a  duty  of  1 2I.  and  fo  in  proportion  for 
any  greater  or  lefs  valu6. 

That  for  and  upon  every  tool,  value  of  fadlery,  being  of  the 
manufaclure  of  the  European  dominions  of  the  French  king, 
w;hlch  fhall  be  imported  direftly  from  thence  into  this  kingdom 
during  the  time  aforefaid,  in  (hips  of  the  built  of  either  country 
or  Britifh  built,  owned  and  navigated  according  to  law,  ther6 
fhall  bc^paid  a  duty  of  15I.  and  fo  in  proportion  for  any  greater 
or  lefs  value. 

That  for  and  upon  every  lool.  value  of  millinery  made  up  of 
ftiuflins,  lawns,  cambricks  or  gauzes  of  afny  kind,  or  of  any  other 
articles  fpecified  in  the  foregoing  refolutions,  being  of  the  manu-^ 
fadlure  of  the  European  dominions  of  the  French  King,  which 
fhall  be  imported  dire6Uy  from  thence  into  tHis  kingdom  during 
the  time  aforefaid,  in  fliips  of  the  built  of  either  country  or  Britifh 
built,  owned  arid  navigated  according  to  law,  there  fhall  be  paid 
a  duty  of  12I.  and  fo  in  proportion  for  any  greater  or  lefs  value. 

That  for  and  upon  all  other  articles  ufed  in  millinery,  being  of 
the  manufa£lure  of  the  European  dominions  of  the  French  king, 
which  fhall  be  imported  direftly  from  thence  into  this  kingdom 
during  the  time  aforefaid,  in  (hips  of  the  built  of  either  country 
or  Britifh  built,  owned  and  navigated  according  to  law,  no€ 
b'eing  fpecified  in  the  foregoing  refolutions,  duties  (hall  be  paid 
as  low  aa  are  or  may  be  payable  on  the  like  articles  imported  from 
any  other  foreign  European  nation. 

That  the  faid  feveral  duties  be  paid  down  in  ready  money  net, 
withput  difcount  or  allowance,  arid  to  be  in  lieu  and  full  fatisfac- 
tion  of  all  duties,  cuitom  and  excife  payable  on  the  faid  articles 
refpeftively  by  virtue  of  any  law  or  laws  heretofore  made  in  this 
kingdom. 

That  all  goods,  wares  and  merchandizies,  being  of  the  growth, 
produce  or  manufacture  of  the  European  dominions  of  the  French 
king,  not  fpecified  in  the  foregoing  refolutions,  may  be  import- 
ed dire6lly  from  thence  into;this  kingdom  during  the  time  afore- 
faid, in  (hips  of  the  built  of  either  country  or  Bnti(h  built,  own- 
ed and  navigated  according  to  law,  on  payment  of  duties  as  low 
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as  are  payable  on  the  like  articles  imported  from  any  other  foreign 
£uropean  natioit. 

That  from  the  25th  day  of  March,  1 788,  to  the  25th  day  of 
March,  1789,  a  duty  be  laid  upon  all  malt  made  in  this  king- 
dom, after  the  rate  of  2s.  6d.  for  each  barrel,  and  fo  in  propor- 
lion  for  any  greater  or  lefs  quantity. 

That  an  addrtinital  duty  be  laid  upon  all  malt  imported  into 
this  kingdom  between,  the  25th  day  of  March,  1 788,  and  the 
a5th  day  of  March  1789,  after  the  raf e  of  2s.  6d.  by  the  bar- 
fcl,  and  fo  in  proportion  for  any  greater  or  lefs  quantity. 

It  was  ordered  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  m  one  or  more 
biQ  or  bilh  purfuant  to  the  faid  refolutions  and  the  refolutiont 
of  the  committee  of  fupply  ;  and  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, the  Pnme  Serjeant,  the  Attorney  Genei^l,  the  Solici- 
tor General,  Mr.  Mafon  and  Mr.  George  Ponfouby  do  prepare 
and  bring  in  the  fame. 

It  was  ordered  that  it  be  an  inftru<^ion  to  the  commfttee  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  ^nd  bring  in  one  or  more  bill  or  bills  purfuant 
to  the  refolutions  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  and  the 
Tcfolutlons  of  the  committee  of  fupply,  to  infert  a  claufe  or 
claTifcs  in  the  faid  bill  or  bills,  to  exempt  from  the  duties  of 
poilage  all  letters  and  packets  not  exceeding  two  ounces^  fent 
from  and  to  any  place  vithin  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  during  the 
fitfmg  of  any  fcition  of  Parliament,  or  within  fbrty  days  before 
OJ  forty  days  after  any  fumraons  or  prorogation  of  the  fame, 
U'hich  fhall  be  figned  on  the  outfide  •  thereof  by  any  member  of 
cither  of  the  two  Houles  of  Parliament  in  this  kingdom,  and 
whereof  the  whole  fupcrfcription  fia'all  be  of  the  hand-writing  of 
fttch  member,  and  on-  which  there  fliaH  be  endorfed,  in  the  fame 
hand-writing,  the  month,  and  the  day  of  the  month  and  year 
when  the  fame  fhall  be  put  into  amy  pod-office  of  this  kingdom, 
to  be  forwarded  by  the  poft  ;  the  day  and  month  to  be  in  words 
at  length  ;  and  (hcU  alfo  have  endorfed  thereon,  in  tlie  fame  hand- 
writing, the  name  of  the  poft-town  from  which  the  fame  is  in- 
tended to  be  fent ;  provided  always  that  no  fuch  letter  or  packet 
fhall  pafs  free  of  the  duty  of  poftage,  ualefs  the  member  diie<St- 
ing  the  fame  fhall  have  a<5lnally  been  in  the  poft-town,  or  wiUiitt 
the  didrift  or  delivery  of  fuch  poft-town  where  fuch  letters  or 
packets  fhall  be  put  In,  to  be  forwarded  by  poft  on  the  day  of  the 
date  fiiperfcrlbed  on  fuch  letter  or  packet ;  and  alfo  except  all 
letters  or  packets  not  exceeding  the  like  weight,  which  fhall, 
during  the  fitting  of  any  fcf!ion  of  Parliament,  or  within  forty 
days  before  or  forty  days  after  any  fummons  or  prorogation  of 
the  fame,  be  di reeled  from  any  place  in  this  kingdom  to  any 
member  of  either  Houfe  of  Parliament  of  this  kingdom,  at  the 
place  where  he  nvall  avilually  be  at  the  tim(;of  the  deli  very  thereof. 
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or  at  any  of  his  ufual  places  of  refidence,  or  at  the  Hoiife  of  Par-* 
liament  of  which  he  is  a  member ;  and  alfo  except  all  letters  and 
packets  diredled  from  and  to  any  place  within  tl^ia  kingdom  to  hia 
Majcfty*s  Lieutenant  General  or  other  Chief  Governor  or  Go-^ 
vernprs  of  Ireland,'  his  Majefty^s  principal  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  the  Chief  Secretary  of  the  faid  Lieu- 
tenant General  or  other  Chief  Governor  or  Governors  of  Ire- 
land, the  fecretary  for  the  provinces  of  Ulfter  and  Munller,  the 
under  fecretary  and  firft  clerk  for  the  civil  department  in  the  faid 
chief  fecretary 's  office,  the  under  fecretary  and  firft  clerk  for  the 
military  department  in  the  office  of  the  faid  chief  fecretary,  or 
to  his  Majefty's  poft-mafter  general  of  this  kingdom,  the  fecre- 
tary of  the  faid  general  poft-office,  the  comptroller  of  the  fort- 
ing  office  in  the  faid  general  pofl-office,  and  Purveyors  of  the  faid 
general  poft-offic^e,  all  for  the  time  being ;  and  letters  and  packets 
lent  from  any  of  the  faid  officers,  figned,*  fuperfcribed  and  dated 
as  afbrefaid,  from  and  to  any  place  in  this  kingdom,  which  re- 
late to  the  buiipefs  of  their  refpeftive  offices,  or  their  own  pri- 
vate concerns  only  f  alfo  all  printed  votes  or  proceedings  in  Par- 
liament, or  printed  newfpapers,  being  fent  by  the  poft  without 
tovers,  ©r  in  covers  open  at  the  fides,  which  fhall  be  figned  on 
the  outfide  theireof  by  any  member  of  Parliament,  at  any  place 
within  thk  kingdom   whereof  he   fhall   have   given    notice   in 
writing  to  the  poft-mafter  general,  or  be  fent  by  certain  officers 
in  the  'office  of  his  Majefty's  poft-mafter  geneial,  who  fhall  bo 
thereunto  licenfed  by  the  faid  poft-mafter  general. 

It  was  ordered  that  it  be  an  inftrudlion  to  the  faid  committee 
to  infert  a  claufe  or  claufes  in  the  faid  bill  or  bills,  that  every 
lingle  letter  or  piece  of  paper  with  patterns  of  filk,  ftufF,  cot- 
ton or  any  other  goods  or  commodities  whatfocver  inclofed 
therein,  ^pntaining  fuch  writing  only  as  refpefe  fuch  patterns^ 
and  not  weighing  in  the  whole  more  than  one  ounce,  ftiall  be 
charged  and  pay.poftage  as  a  double  letter  only. 

It  was  ordered  that  it  be  an  inftruftion  to  the  faid  committee 
to  infert  a  claufe  or  claufes  in  the  faid  bill  or  bills,  that  all  Britifh 
or  foreign  printed  newfpapers,  printed  votes  or  proceedings  in 
Parliament,  which  (hall  be  fent  from  parts  beyond  the  feas  irt 
tovers  open  at  the  fides,  or  without  covers,  fhall  be  charged  and 
-pay  to  his  Majefty,  his  heirs  and  fucceffors,  the  fum  of  id.  and 
no  more,  for  the  port  and  conveyance  of  each  newfpaper,  printed 
Vote  or  proceeding. 

It  was  ordered  that  it  be  an  inftruftion  to  the  faid  committee 
to  infert  a  claufe  or  claufes  in  the  faid  bill  or  bills,  that  there  fhall 
be  paid  to  his  Majefly,  his  heirs  and  fuccefTors,  for  the  port  and 
conveyance  through  this  kingdom  of  each  printed  newfpaper, 
direfied  from  apy  part  of  Ireland  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain^ 
without  covers,  or  in  covers  open  at  the  fides,  the  fum  pf  fd. 
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and  no  more ;  which  fnm  of  id.  fhall  be  paid  on  the  delivery  of 
every  fuch  newfpaper  at  the  poll-office  from  whence  it  is  difpatch- 
ed  in  this  kingdom. 

*  It  was  ordered  that  it  be  an  inftrudion  to  the  fald  committee 
to  infert  a  claufe  or  claufes  in  the  faid  bill  or  bills,  authorizing 
and  requiring  the  poft-mafter  general  and  his  deputies  to  demand 
and  receive  for  all  letters  and  packets  which  fhall  come  to  any 
office  in  this  kingdom  from  Great  Britaip,  or  from  any  parts  be- 
yond the  feas,  fuch  poftage  as  fhall  be  charged  thereon  for  their 
conveyance  to  this  kingdom,  exclufive  of  and  in  addition  to  any 
rates  which  may  be  chargeable  thereon  purfuant  to  the  refolutions 
of  the  committee  of  ways  and  me^^ns  and  fupply,  for  the  port 
and  conveyance  within  this  kingdom,  and  to  account  for  and  pay 
the  fame  to  the  reyeiiLue  of  the  poll-office  charging  fuch  poflage. 

It  was  ordered  tliat  it  be  an  inflru6lion  to  the  faid  committee 
to  infert  a  claufe  or  claufes  in  the  faid  bill  or  bills,  that  fo  much 
of  the  feveral  duties  fpeclfied  in  the  faid  refolutions'to  be  granted 
in  Jieu  of  all  other  duties  now  payable  on  the  import  of  thofe 
comraodkies  which  they  are  refpeclively  impofed  upon,  as  the 
heredltary^duty  of  cuftom  and  import  excife  on  fuch  commodities 
would  amount  to  if  they  continued  payable,  fhall  be  placed  to 
the  account  of  his  Majefty's  hereditary  revenue. 

It  was  ordered  tljat  it  be  an  inflruAion  to  the  faid  committee 
to  Infert  a  claufe  or  claafes  in  the  faid  bill  or  bills,  for  allowing 
drawbacks  upon  French  wines  exported,  as  the  fame,  have  been 
imported  filled  or  unfilled,  fubjedt  to  aliens  duty  or  otherwife^  if 
the  fame  fhall  be  regularly  exported  within  three  years  after  the 
importation  thereoif  to  any  place  or  places  except  the  •  Britlfli 
plantations  in  America  and  the  Wefl  Indies,  and  the  Britifh  . 
I'ettlements  on  the  coafl  of  Africa.  * 

It  was  ordered  that  it  be  an  Inflruftion  to  the  faid  committee 
to  infert  a  claufe  or  claufes  in  the  faid  bill  or  bills,  for  regulating 
the  mode  of  package  of  cambrics  and  lawns,  being  tlie  manufac- 
ture of  the  European  dominions  of  the  French  king,  and  which 
fhall  be  imported  diredlly  from  thence  in^o  this  kingdom. 


Wednesday,  February  6,  1788. 

A  petiti<vi  of  the  woollen  mamifadurers  of  the  c'ltj  of  Dublin, 
and  liberties  adjoining,  whofe  names  are  thereunto  fubfcribed, 
wrs  prefcntcd  to  the  Houfe  and  read  ;  fetting  forth,  that  the 
petitioners  beg  leave  to  lay  before  the  Houfe  the  veiy  declining 
ftate  of  tiic  woollen  mnnufadlure  ;  that  tliey  humbly  conceive  the 
primary  caufe  gffnch  decline  has  been  occafionedby  thefluftuat- 
ing  price  of  the  raw  material,  a  circumflancc  equally  prejudicial 
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to  the  manufafturcr  and  wool-growct',  and ^which,  1/  not  timely 
prevented  by  the  interpofition  and  wifdom  of  Parliament,  the  pe- 
titioners humbly  apprehend  mull  finally  terminate  in  the  total 
Mtindion  of  the  woollen  manufadlure,  once  the  ftaple  of  this 
kingdom ;  that  the  petitioners  acknowledge  with  gratitude  the 
many  effential  advantages  which  rcfuked  from  the  bcfuntics  hItheV- 
to  allowed  on  the  fale  of  their  fabrics,  and  do  moft  humbly  beg 
leave  to  reprcfcnt,  that  the  future  profperity  of  their  manufacture 
does,  in  a  great  meafurd,  depend  on  the  encouragement  and  pfo-' 
tedion  of  the  Houfe  ;  that  in  order  to  enable  the  petitioners  at 
all  to  carry  on  their  mahufafture^ , under  the  prefent  .exorbitant 
and  uncommon  prices  of  the  raw  material,  pariiamentary  bounties 
Would  be  peculiarly  reqiiifite  at  this  time,  as  ain  expedient  to  coun- 
terat5l  the  melancholy  confequences  which  mull  inevitably  fiow 
from  the  want  thereof;  that  the  petitioners,  with  all  deference, 
do  conceive  that  the  moll  efficacious  mode  of  relieving  and  pro- 
moting thtir  declining  manufa^ure,  and  at  the  fame  time  of  am- 
ply encouraging  the  ^ool-grower,  would  be,  by  impoling  a  duty 
on  the  exportation  of  "bay  yarn,  when  wool  (hould  arife  to  a  cer- 
tain ftipolafed  price,  and  by  granting  a  bounty  thereon  when  the 
fame  (hould  fail  below  a  fpeclfied  rate;  that  unlefs  fome  fuch 
fpeedy  and  effetlual  regulations  (hould  be  adopted  by  the  Houfe^ 
the  petitioners  have  every  reafon  to  apprehend  that  many  thou- 
fands  of  their  induftrious  working  people  will  (hortly  be  involved 
in  the  mod  poignant  diftrefs  and  wretchednefs,  and  reduced  to  the 
fad  alternative  of  either  emigrating  from  their  native  country,  or 
peri(hing  through  want  in  the  ilreets  of  this  metropolis;  and 
therefore  praying  relief. 

The  Chancellor  oi*  the  Excheqjjer  obfervcd,  that  three* 
years  ago  the  quantity  of  bay  yarn  exported  was  120,000  ftone^ 
that  the  year  lad  but  one  it  fell  to  73,000,  and  lalt  year  to 
50,000 ;  that  therefore  there  appeared  no  neceffity  for  reftrain- 
mg  the  exportation.  The  very  high  price  ^of  wool  would  alvvays 
produce  that  efFe£l ;  on  the  contrary,  a  low  price  would  promote' 
exportation*  ~  But  he  hoped  the  objed  of  the  manufadurers,  ii 
fct  of  men  for  whom  be  entertained  the  higheft  refpedl,  would 
be  better  anfwered  by  the  bounties  which  Parliament  intended  for 
fome  time  to  continue^ 

A  petition  of  the  woollen  manufa£kur«rs  gf  the  .city  of  Corky 
whofe  names  are  thereunto  fubfcribcd,  was  prefented  to  the 
Houfe  and  read ;  fetting  forth,  that  the  petitioners  would  beg 
leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the -Houfe  to  the  great  dilirclTta 
they  at  prefent  labour  under  from  the  exorbitant  price  of  wool, 
being  much  higher  than  it  has  ever  been  known,  in  this  kingdom^ 
which  has  greatly  encreafed  the  importation  of  woollen  goods, 
which  the  petitioners  fear,  if  not  redreffed  by  the  Houfe,  will^ 

la 


Digitized 


by  Google 


it6  PARLIAMENTARY  [Feb.6, 

in  a  great  meafure,^terid  to  annihilate  the  woollen   trade  of  this 
country  ;  and  therefore  praying  a  temporary  relief. 

Mr.  Mason  reported  from  the  committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  confider  further  of  ways  and 
menns  for  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty^  the  following 
refolutioos : 

Refolved,  Thfit  it  13  the  opinion  of  this  committee. 

That  a  duty  of  is.  3d.  be  laid  upon  ^very  pound  of  ra\^  (ilk, 
not  being  the  produce  of  America,  which  fhall  be  imported  into 
this  kir'ydom  from  any  place  whatfoever  after  tlie  25th  day  of 
March,  1788,  until  the  25th  day  of  March,  1789;  the  faid 
duty  to  be  in  lieu  and  full  fatisfa<^'on  of  all  cuflom,  excife  and 
oiher  duties  whatfoever  payable  for  the  fame  by  virtue  of  any  aA 
or  a6ls  of  Parliament  heretofore  made  in  th  s  kingdom. 

That  during  the  time  aforefaid  an  allowance  be  paid  on  the 
exportation  of  all  ribbands  or  (luffs  made  in  this  kingdom  of  filk 
only,  after  the  rate  of  53.  the  pound  weight  avoirdupoife  ;  and 
of  all  filks  and  ribbands  made  in  this  kingdom  of  filk  mixed  with 
.gold  and  filvcr,  after  the  rate  of  4s.  per  pound  weight ;  and  c^ 
all  filk  {lockings,  filk  gloves,  fringes,  laces,  ftitchiftg  and  fewing 
filk  made  in  this  kingdom,  after  the  rate  of  is.  3d.  per  pound 
weight ;  and  of  all  (luffs  made  in  this  kingdom  of  filk  and  gro- 
gram  yam,  after  the  rate  of  8d.  per  pound  weight  5  and  of  all  (luffs 
made  in  this  kingdom  of  filk  mixed  with  inkle  or  cotton,  after 
the  rate  of  1  s.  the  pound  weight ;  and  of  all  fluffs  made  in  this 
kingdom  of  filk  and  worlled,  after  the  rate  of  6d.  per  poun<2 
weight ;  and  of  all  wrought  or  manufildlured  gold  or  filver  plate 
;tnade  in  this  kingdom,  afte**  the  ri[tc  of  6d.  for  every  ounce 
weight. 

That  for  and  upon  all  fpeckle  wood  of  the  growth  of  Africa, 
which  fliall  be  imported  into  this  kingdom  from  thence  during 
"the  time  aforefaid,  there  fhall  be  paid  down  in  ready  money  net", 
without  difcoimt  or  alIo\Vance,  a  duty  of  4s.  9  '-d.  for  every  one 
hundred  weight  thereof;  and  if  imported "  from  Great  Britaiu, 
a  duty  of  4s.  5  /  d.  for  every  one  hundred  weight,  and  fo  in  pro- 
portion* for  any  greater  or  lefs  quantity  thereof;  the  faid  duties 
to  be  in  lieu  and  full  fatisfa^llon  of  all  duties,  cuftom  and  excife 
payable  tlu^reon  by  .virtue  of  any  law  or  laws  heretofore  made  in 
this  kingdom  ;  and  that  upon  the  export  thereof  within  three 
years  after  import,  there  (liall  be  allowed  and  repaid  a  drawback 
of  equal  amount  to  the  duties  refpedlively  charged  hereby  on  the 
iajport  of  fuch  fpeekle  wood. 

That  for  and  upon  all  beaver  Hvins  of  tlie  produce  of  the  Bi*itifii 
•plantations  in  America,  which  fhall  be  imported  into  this  kino-- 
duin  during  the  lime  aforefaid,  there  fliall  be  paid  down  in'rcAdy 
mgu^y  njt,  without  dlfcount  Or  allowance,  a  duty  after  the  rate 
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of  9a.  Ojd.  for  every  five  fcore  of  fkins,  and  fo  in  proportion  for 
anjr  greater  or  lefs  number,  in  lieu  and  full  fatisfadion  of  all 
euftora^  duties  and  excife  payable  thereon,  by  virtue  of  any  adi 
or  ads  of  Parliament  heretofore  made  in  this  kingdom. 

That  for  and  upon  all  beaver  wool  cut  and  combed,  the  pro- 
duce and  manufadlure  of  faid  plantations,  vvhich  (hall  be  imported 
into  this  kingdoni  during  the  time  aforefaid,  there  (ball  be  paid 
down  in  ready  money  net^  without  difcount  or  allowance,  a  duty 
after  the  rate  of  17s.  lo^d.  for  eveVy  pound  weight  thereof, 
in  lieu  and  full  fatisfa£lion'of  all  duties,  cullom  and  excife  payable 
thereon  by  any  adl  or  afts  of  Parliament  heretofore  made  in  this 
kingdom,  and  fo  in  proportion  for  any  greater  or  Icfs  quantity  ', 
and  that  the  faid  duty  fhallbe  fully  drawn  back  and  repaid  on  due 
exportation  thereof  within  three  years  after  importation. 

That  for  and  upon  all  cotton  woolof  the  growth  or  produce 
of  the  Britifh  plantations  in  America  or  the  Welt  Indies,  which 
fliall  ^e  exported  frona  this  kingdom  during  the  time  aforefaid,  in 
any  other  than  Britifli  or  Irifti  fhipping,  there  (hall  be  paid  down 
la  ready  money  net,  without  difcount  or  allowance,  a  duty  after 
the  rate  of  5L  19s.  2d.  for  every  lool.  value  thereof,  and  fo 
in  proportion  for  any  greater  or  lefs  value,  in  lieu  and  full  fatif- 
faftion  of  all  duties  and  cuftom  payable  on  th6  fame  by  virtue  of 
any  a6l  or  adls  of  parliament  heretofore  made  in  this  kingdom^ 

That  for  and  upon  all  beaver  wombs  which  (hall  have  been 
imported  from  the  faid  plantations  or  fettlements,  and  which  fhall 
be  afterwards  exported  from  this  kingdom  during  the  tinie  aforei- 
faid,  there  (hall  be  paid  down  in  ready  money  net,  without  dif- 
count or  allow?ince,  a  duty  after  the  rate  of  9I.  os  6?d.  for  five 
pounds  weight  thereof,  and  fo  in  proportion  for  any  greater  or 
lefs  quantity,  in  lieu  and  fuH  fatisfadion  of  all  duties  and  cuftom 
payable  thereon  by  virtue  of  any  a(^  or  a6ls  of  Paiiiament  herctor 
fore  made  in  this  kingdom. 

That  for  and  upon  every  piece  of  white  wQotlen  clojth,  called 
broad  cloth,  of  the  manufacture  of  Ireland,  which  fhall  be  cxr 
ported  from  this  kingdom  during  the  time  aforefaid,  to  any  of  the 
.faid  plantations  or  fettlements,  there  (hall  be  paid  down  in  ready 
money  net,  without  difcount  or  allowance,  a  duty  of  5s.  11  ^d- 
and  fo  in  proportion  for  any  greater  or  lefs  quantity,  in  lieu  and 
full  fatisfaftion  of  all  duties  and  cuftom  payable  thereon  by  virtue 
of  any  aft  or  afts  of  Parliament  made  in  this  kingdom,  except 
the  alnage  duty. 

That  from  and  after  the  25thday  of  March,  1788,  no  cuftopi, 
fubfidy  or  duty  whatfoever,  fhaJl  be  payable  on  the  export  to  any 
place  whatfoever  of  logwood  of  the  growth  or  produce  of  the 
Britifli  fettleYncnts  in  America  or  the  Weft  Indies,  provided  the 
liame  be  exported  iji  Britifti.  or  Irifti  (hipping,  nor  i\pon  lead  ore 
exported  to  Great  Britain. 
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That  the  fcvcral  fubfidies,  duties  and  cuftoms,  except  the  al- 
fiage  duties  heretofore  payable  upon  the  export  of  any  goods  and  . 
merchandizes  of  the  growth,  produft  and  manufadure  of  this  ' 
kingdom  be  taken  off,  except  on  Iklns,  hides,  of  all  forts,  coney- 
hair  or  wool,  hares  wool,  hair  of  all  forts,  horns,  live  cattle  of 
all  fortSj'afhes,  bacon,  beef,  porji,  butter,  greafe;  guts,  hog84ard| 
tallow,  tongues,  bones  not  nianufa6lured,  flax-feed,  hemp-feed, 
hnen  yarn,  linen  rags  or  fhreds,  rape  cakes,  foapers  wafte  or 
pther  manure,  tjn  unwrpught,  weld,  wax  or  woad,  and  provifion^ 
pf  all-forts. 

That  no  fubfidy,<:uftom  or  duty  whatfpever  fhaH  be  ralfed,  levied 
or  piid  on  the  export  of  any  goods  or  merchandizes,  the  produft  or 
manufaftjire  of  this  kingdom,  to  the  Britifh  plantations  in  Ame- 
rica, the  Weft  Indies  or  the  Britifh  fettlements  on  the  coaft  of 
Africa,  except  on  the  feveral  articles  mentioned  in  the  foregoing 
refqlution,  and  on  iron  and  iron  wares,  leather  tannedi  drefled  or 
tawed,  fhreds  and  points  of  leather,  pelts,  vellum  and  parch- 
ment,  foap,  hops,  allum,  lead,  lead  ore,  copperas,  cor.^s,  wool 
cards,  white  woollen  clotli,  lapi«  calaminaris,  glue  and  litharge 
of  lead. 

That  from  and  after  the  25th  d^y  of  March,  1788,  no  cuftom, 
duties  or  fubfidy  whatever  fhall  be  payable  on  the  inriportation  of 
.  finj  wood  called  ebony,  being  the  growth  or  produdt  of  Africa, 
imported  diredlly  from  thciice  or  from   Great  Britain  ;  any  un- 
■wrought  timber,  or  timber  lumber,  of  the  growth  or  produce  of 
America  or  the  Weft  Indies ;  any  wrought  timber  not  being  a 
mail,  yard  or  bowfprit ;  any  wood  or  plank  being  the  growth  or 
produce  of  Ameriq^i  or  the  Weft  "Indies,  and  imported  fron^ 
thence  or ^ Great    Britain  ;  any  cotton  wool,  indigo,  ^rochineal, 
Brazil    or  Fcrnambuca   wood,  logwood,  brazilletto  or  Jamaica 
wood,  Nicaragua  wood,  red  or  Guinea  wood,  Sapan  wood,   ma- 
hogany or  other  wood,  the  product  of  America  or  the   Wed 
Indies  ;  any  wood  for  dyers  ule  imported  from  any  place,  except 
fpeckle  wood  of  the  growth  of  Africa ;  any  whale  fins,  train  oil 
or  blubber,  the  produce  of  whales  taken  or  caught  in  any  part  of 
tlie  ocean  by  and  imported  in  any  fhip  or  veffel  belonging  to  any 
c»f  his  Majefty's  fubjeds  in  this  kingdorh.  Great  Britain,  Guern- 
fey,  Jerfey,  or  the   Ille  of  Man ;  any   raw  or  undrefTed   goat 
ikins  imported  in  Britifh  or  Irifh  fhips  navigated  according  to  law 
from  any  port  or  place  whatever ;  any  raw  or  undrefTed  feal  fkins 
taken  by  ^he  crews  of  vefTels  belonging  to  and  fitted  out  from  thisj 
kingdom,  Great  Britain,  Jerfey,  Guernfey  or  the  Ifle  of  Man, 
whereof  the  captain  or  mafter  and  threi-fourths  of  the  mariners 
at  the  leaft  are  his  Majefty's  fubjefts,  or  by  perfons  employed  by 
the  mafter  or  owner  of  fuch  veflcis  ;  any  raw  filk  of  the  growth 
or  culture  of  his  Majefty's  colonies  and  plantations  in  America  ; 
»ny  pig  or  bar  iron  made  in  America,  and  imported  from  theqcc 
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or  from  Great  Britain  ;  arty  fago  powder  or  vermicelli  imported 
from  America  or  Great  Britain,  being  the  produce  of  America ; 
any  raw  or  undrcffed  hides  of  fteers,  cows  or  other  cattle  whatever, 
except  of  horfes,  mares  or  geldings,  imported  from  America  or 
from  Great  Britain,  being  the  produce  of  America ;  or  any  un- 
drcffed hemp  or  flax,  being  the  produce  of  Great  Britain,  and 
imported  from  thence ;  or  any  undreffed  hemp  or  flax  from  any 
place  whatever ;  any  law,  -  llatute  or  ufage  to  the  contrary 
•    flotwithftanding. 

That  all  goods,  wares  and  merchandizes  imported  from  the 
Britifli  fettlements  on  the  coail  of  Africa  Ihall  pay  the  fame  and 
no  other  duties  as  the  like  goods  imported  from  the  Britiih  plan- 
tations in  America  (hall  be  fubjcft  to,  except  where  it  is  other*- 
wife  particularly  provided ;  and  that  a  like  amount  of  duty  be 
di-awn  back  on  their  exportation  from  this  kingdom* 

That  from  and  after  the  25th  day  of  March,  1 788,  all,  duties 
whateveV  paid  on  the  importation  of  any  callicoes  or  muflins  (hall 
be  fully  drawn  back  and  repaid  on  due  exportation  to  any  Britiih 
fettlement  on  the  coafl:  of  Africa ;  and  if  fuch  callico  be  export- 
ed to  Africa  without  having  been  printed,  flained,  painted  or 
dyed  in  Great  Britain,  the  exporter  ftiall  be  paid,  over  and  above 
the  faid  duties,  after  the  rate  of  2I.  3  s.  ^d.  for  every  ioqL  value 
thereof,  according  to  the  grofs  price  at  which  fuch  goods  fhall 
have  been  publicly  fold  at  the  Eaft  India  Company's  fales,  and  fo 
in  proportion  for  any  greater  or  lefs  value  5  and  if  fuch  caljicoes 
be  exported  to  any  Britifh  plantation  in  America  or  the  Weft;  In^ 
dits,  without  having  been  printed,  painted,  ftained  or  dyed  in 
Great  Britain,  fo  much  of  the  duties  paid  on  the  importation  Ihall 
be  retained  as  (hall  amount  to  2I.  198.  yd,  upon  every  fuch  lool. 
value  thereof,  according  to  the  grofs  .price  at  which  fuch  fhall  have 
been  publicly  fold  at  the  Eaft  India  Company's  fales,  and  fo  in 
proportion  for  any  greater  or  lefs  value  ;  and  if  fuch  callicoes  fliall 
have  been  printed,  ftained,  painted  or  dyed  in  Great  Britain,  ancj 
fhall  be  exported  to  the  Britifh  plantations  in  America  or  th<? 
Weft  Indies,  fo  much  of  the  duties  paid  on  importation  fhall  be 
retained  as  fhall  amount  to  5I.  2s.  iid.  iljjon  every  lool.  value 
thereof,  according  to  the  grofs  price  at  w^hich  fuch  goods  flialj 
have  been  publicly  fold  at  the  Eaft  India  Company's  fales,  and 
fo  in  proportion  for  any  greater  or  lefs  value. 

That  on  the  exportation  of  tea  to  any  Britifh  colony  or  plan-  J 
tation  in  America  or  the  Weft  Indies,  within  three  years  from 
the  importation  thereof,  the  exporter  fhall  receive  a  drawback  of 
the  whole  of  the  duties  paid  upon  the  importation  therebf ;  and 
on  the  exportation  of  tea  to.  any  Britifh  fettlement  on  the  coaft 
of  Africa,  fo  much  of  the  duties  paid  upon  importation  fhall  be 
retained  as  fhall  amount  to  13I.  los'.  lod.  upon  every  lool.  value 
tjiereof^  according  to  the  grofs  price  at  which  fuch  tea  fhall  have 
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been  publicly  fold  at  the  Eaft  India  Company's  falcs ;  and  if  xhi^ 
duties  paid  on  the  importation  of  fuch  teas  do  not  amount^  to  the 
faid  fum  of  13L  los.  lod.  for  every  fuch  lool.  value,  the  exporter 
thereof  fhall  pay  a  duty,  which  with  rfie  duties  paid  upon  the  imr 
portation,  fhall  amount  to  the  faid  fum  of  138.  los.  lod.  for 
every  fuch  lool.  value,  the  exporter  thereof  fhall  pay  a  duty, 
which  with  the  duties  paid  upon  the  impoitation,  fhall  amount  to 
the  faid  fum  of  13I.  loa.  lod,  for  ev^ry  fuch  iDol.  value. 

That  for  and  upon  the  feveral  articles  mentioned  in  the  annex- 
ed fchedule,  No.  I-  of  the  growth,  produ<9b  or  mauufaftur.e  of  any 
of  the  Britifh  plantations  in  America  or  the  Wefl  Indies,  antf 
which  fhall  be  imported  thence  or  from  Great  Britain,  during 
the  time  aforefaid,  the  feveral  duties  refpeAively  fet  forth  in  the 
faid.  fchedule,  upon  the  refpe£tive  quantities  contained  and  cxpref- 
fed  in  the  faid  fchedule ;  and  upon  the  exportation  of  the  goods, 
wares  and  mcrchan4izes,  the  growth,  produ6l  or  manufa6lure  of 
this  kingdom,  mentioned  in  the  faid  fchedule,  to  any  of  the  faid 
Britifh  colonies  or  plantations,  the  fcvei-al  duties  in  the  faid  fche- 
dule mentioned,  and  fo  jn  proportion  fo|rany  greater  or  lefs  quan- 
tity ;  the  faid  duties  to  be  paid  do\vn  In  ready  money  net,  and  to 
be  in  lieu  and  full  fatIsfad:ion  of  all  duties,  cuftom  and  excife  pay- 
able thereon  by  virtue  of  any  law  or  laws  heretofore  made  in  this 
kingdom  ;  and  that  upon  the  export  of  any  fuch  goods  within 
three"  years  after  import,  tht  feveral  drawbacks  In  the  feld  fche- 
dule mentioned,  apd  no  other,  fhall  be  refpedlively  allowed  and 
y-epaid  to  the  perfon  or  perfons  exporting  the  fame^ 

That  for  and  upon  eveiy  gallon  of  foreign  fpirlts  mentioned  in 
the  annexed  fchedule.  No,  II.  which  fhall  be  exported  froni  this 
kingdom  to  any  Britifh  colony  or  plantation  in  America  or  the 
Wefl  Indies,  or  to  any  Britifh  fettlement  on  the  coafl  of  Africa, 
during  the  time  aforefaid,  there  fhall  be  paid  the  feveral  dutle^ 
refpedllvely  fet  forth  In  the  faid  fchedule. 

That  the  feveral  and  refpe6tive  drawbacks  mentioned  in  the 
annexed  fchedules,  No.  III.  IV.  V.  VI.  VII.  Vlll.  IX.  X.  fhall 
be  allowed  and  paid  to  any  merchant  or  trader  duly  exporting  the 
feveral  wirjes  in  the  faid  fchcdules  refpe6Hvely  mentioned,  for 
prcry  tun  of  fuch  wines,  and  fo  in  proportion  for  any  greater  or 
icfs  quantity. 

SCHEDULE,    No.  I. 

A  Schedule  of  the  net  duties. payable  upon  the  importation  into 
this  kingdom  of  the  feveral  articles  following,  of  the  growth, 
product  or  manufafture  of  the  Britifh  plantations  in  America  or 
the  Wefl  Indies,  Whether  imported  diredlly  from  the  faid  Plan- 
tations or  from  Great  Britain  ;  and  the  drawbacks  to  be  allowed 
pn  the  exportation  thereof  from  this  kingdom  ;  alfo  the  net  du* 
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ties  payable  on  the  exportation  of  goods,  wares 
dize  or  the  growth^  produd  or  manufacture  of 
10  jthe  faid  Britilh  plantations. 


SKINS  and  FURS,  viz. 


Doty  on  im- 
portation 
from  Ame- 
rica or  the 
Wjeft  Indies, 


Armin,  or  Ermin  (kins,  undreffed, 

the  timber,  containing  40  ikins 
Badger  (kins,  un<irefred,  the  piece 
Bear  (kins,  white,  andreired,the  piece 
Bear  flcins  of  any  other  colour,   un- 

dreiTed,  the  piece 
Beaver  wombs,  the  piece         r 
Buck  or  deer  (kins,  undre(red,  the 

ikin  -  -         - 

Buckordeer  (kins,  Indian,  half  drelT- 

ed,  the  pound 
Calabar  (kins,   tawed,  the  timber, 

containing  40  (kins 
Calabar  (kins,  untawed  or  i!ndre(red, 

the  timber,  containing  40  (kins 
Calve  (kins,  tanned,  the  pound 
Cat  (kins,  undre(red,  the  hundred 

(kins         -  -  - 

Coney  (kins,  the  dozen 
Deer  flcins,  vide  buck  (kini. 
Dog  fiih  (kins,  undrefTed,  the  dozen 
Dog  (kins,  undre(red,  the  piece 
Elk  (kins,  undrcf(red,  the  (kin 
Ermin,  vide  Armin. 
Fi(her  (kins,  undre(red,  the  piece 
Fitches,  undreflcd,  the  timber,  con- 
taining 40  flcins 
Fox  flcins,  black,  undre(red,  the  flcin 
Fox  flcins,  of  all  other  forts,  undj-e(r- 

ed,  the  flcin 
Goat  (kins,  tanned,  the  dozen 
bare  flcins,  undrefled,  the  120  flcins 
HuflTeikins,  undrel(red,  the  flcin 
£[id  flcins,  drcffed,  the  hundred  con* 

taining  5  fcore 
Kid  (kins,  in  the  hair,  the  hundred, 

containing  5  fcore 
puab  flcins,  undrefTed,  in  the  wool, 

fhei«o 
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and  merchan- 
this  kingdom. 

Duty  on  im- 
portation 
from  Great 
Britain,  »nd 
drawback  oa 
exportation. 
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SKINS  and  FURS,  viz. 


Lamb   {kins,  drcfled  in  allum,  the 

hundred,  containing  5  fcore 
Lamb  (kins,drefled  in  oil,  the  hun- 
dred, containing  5  fcore 
Slink  lamb  (kins,  undreiTed,  in  the 

'  wool,  the  120 
Leopard  (kins,  undrefled,  the  piece 
Lien  fkins,  undrelTed,  the  tpiece 
Martins,  or  Martrons,  undrefled,  the 

timber,  containing  40  (kins 
Martins,  or  Martrons  tails,  uhdre(r- 

cd,  the  120 
Mink  (kins,  tawed,  the  timber,  con- 
taining 40  (kins 
Mink  (kins,  untawed  or  undre(red, 

the  timber,  containing  40  (kins 
Mole  (kins,  undre(red,  the  dozen 
Moofe  (kins,  undre(red,  the  piece 
Mufqua(h  (kins,undre(red,  the  hun- 
dred (kins 
Otter  (kins,  undre(recl,  the  piece 
Ounce  (kins,  undre(rcd,  the  piece 
Panther  (kins,  undre^fed,  the  piece 
Felts  of  goats,  dre(r9d,  the  dozen 
Pelts  of  goats,  undre(red,  the  dozen 
Pelts  of  all  other  forts,  undrefled, 

the  hundred 
Raccoon  (kins,  undrefled,  the    100 

(kins 
Sables,  undrefled,  the  timber,  con- 
taining 40  fkins 
Sibles  talis,  or  tips  of  fable,  undrefl*- 

,ed,  the  piece 
Sheep  (kins,  undrefled,  in  the  wool, 

the  dozen 
Sheep  (kins^  drefled  in  oil,  the  doz 
Sheep  (kins,  otherwife  dreifed,  the 

dozen 
S<juirrel  (kins,  undrefFed,  vide  Ca- 
labar (kins 
Swan  (kins,  undrefled,  the  piece 
Tyger  (kins,  uhdrelfed,  the  piece 
WeAftl  (kins,  undreifcd,^  the  120 


Duty  on  im- 
portation 
from  Ame- 
rica or  the 
Weft  Indies.. 

Duty  on  im-  ' 
portalfion 
from  Great 
Britain,  and 
drawback  on 
exportation. 
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HIDES,  viz. 


Wolf  (kins,  tawed,  the  piece 

Wolf  (kins,  untawed  or  undrefTed, 
the  piece  -   - 

Wolverings,  undrefled,  the  (kin 

Cow  or  ox  hides,  tanned,  the  poun4 

Elk,  vide  (kins. 

Of  horfes,  mares,  or  geldings,  in  the 
hair,  the  piece 

■  ,  tanned, 

the  pound 

Indian  hides,  undre(ree[,  the  piece 

Lo(h  hides,  the  pound 

Gum  arable,  or  gum  Senega,  t^e 
hundred  weight 

Cotton  Wool   7  ^  ^       \ 

Indigo  3  "  , 

Mola(res,  the  hundred  weight 

p.  ,  f  the  laft,  containing  iz  bar» 
4  rels,  each  barrel  not  ex- 
(^     ceeding  3 1^  gallons 

6  inches  in  diameter,  and 
under  8  inches,  the  mafl 

m.  rt   •    I  8  inches  in  diameter,  and 

^^"*     ^  ^der  12  inches,  the  maft 
12  inches    in     diameter, 
and  upwards,  th^  ma(t 

Yards  and  bowfpritsto  pay'as  mafts. 

Turpentine,  the  hundred  weight 

Iron  unwrought,  the  ton 

Rice,  the  hundred  weight,  contain- 
ing 112  lb.  - 

Ginger,  the  hundred  weight,  con- 
taining 1 12  lb. 

Pramento,  the  pound 

(imported  with  proper 
certificates,  free  ; 
but  on  failure  there- 
of, hundred  weight 
Hops,  the  hundred  weight    - 
Copper  ore,  the  hundred  weight  - 
Raw  Silk,  imported  with  proper 

certificates,  free. 
Beaver  wool,  free. 


Duty  on  im- 

Duty on  im* 

portation 

portatlon 

ftom  Ame- 

from Great 

rica  or  the 

Britain,  and 

Weft  Indies, 

drawback  on 

' 

exportation. 

£.   >.   d. 

£•    '.    d. 

-    8  ..i 

-    8     ,| 

—  6  lol 

-  3    94 

—     6     2i 

-    3    Ai 
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*— "     '           "    " 
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Beaver  Woof,  cut  and  combed,  the 
pound        «... 
"Brazil     or    Fernambuck 
wood  for  dyers  ufe,  the 
hundred  weight     -    - 
■  Braziletto     or    Jamaica 
wood,    for.  dyers    ufe, 
the  hundred  weight    « 
Fuftick,  for  dyers  ufe,  xhe 

hundred  weight     - 
Logwood,  for  dyers  ufe, 
the  hundred  weight     - 
Wood  -^  Nicaragua  wood,  for  dyers 
ufe,  the  hundred  weight 
Red  or  Guinea  wood,  for 
dyers  ufe,  the  hundred 
weight    r  -     - 

Wood  for  dyers  ufe,  not 
otherwife     rated,      the 
hundred   weight     -    * 
But  if  regularly  imported, 
entered  and  landed,  du- 
[^     ty  free 
Train  oil,  or  Blubber,    or  fifh  oil 
viz. 
Of  Greenland,  and  parts  adjacent, 
the  ton,  containing  ^52  gallons 
Of  Greenland,  and  parts  adjacent, 
taken  by  any  fliipping  belonging 
to  his  Majefty's  colonies  or  plan- 
tations,   and  imported  in    fuch 
ihipping,  the  ton,  containing  25 z 
gallons         -  -         - 

Of  Greenland,  and  parts  adjacent, 
taken  by  any  (hipping  belonging 
to  his  Majefty's  colonies  or  plan- 
tations, and  imported  in  (hipping 
belonging  to  Great  Britain  or  Ire- 
land, the  ton,  containing  252  gal- 
Ions 
Of  Newfoundland,  and  like  fort,  the 

ton,  containing  252  gallons 
Of  Newfoundland,   and  like  fort, 
laten  by   (hipping  belonging  to 


Duty  on  im- 
portation 
from   Ame- 
rica or  the 
Weft  Indies. 

—  17  'p|; 


Duty  on  im- 
portation from 
Great  Britain, 
and  drawback 
'on  exporta- 
tion. 


—  6    3l      -.-- 

—  3     >OtV 

io|    • 

—  II     II       —  —  — 

—  I    5^      -^ 

—  3    6/5 ^- 

—  I    9| 

of  Britifli  or  Irilh  .fitting, 

—  I   18    2^       I   13  ipi 


—  '3 


—     II  5, 


•     8      7.'i       »     S  4^^ 
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anyofhis  Majefty's  colonies  or 
plantations,  and  imported  in  fuch 
(bippingy  the  ton,  containing 
252  gallons 

Of  Newfoundland,  and  like  fort, 
taken  by   (hipping  belonging  to 

,  any  of  his  Majedy^s  colonies  or 
plantations,  and  imported  in  (hip- 
ping belonging  to  Great  Britain oc 
Ireland,  the  ton,  containing  z$Z 
gallons         -         -  • 

Oily  head  matter,  or  other  produte 
of  whales  or  other  creatures  liv- 
ing in  the  Teas,  taken  an4  caught 
in  any  part  of  the  ocean  by  the 
crew  of  any  (hip  or  veiTel  built  in 
Great  Britain,  Ireland,  or  the 
Iflands  of  Guernfey,  Jerfey,  or 
Man,  wholly  owned  by  his  Ma* 

.  jetty's  fubjedls  ufually  refiding 
therein  refpedtively,  may,  on  im- 
portation, be  admitted  to  entry, 
and  landed  without, payment  of 
any  duty  whatever 


Duty  on  im- 
portation 
from  Ame- 
rica or  the 
Welllndies. 

Duty  on^  im- 
portation 
fram  Great 
Britain,    and 
drawback  on 

exportation. 

C    s.    d. 

£.    s.    d. 

-    14    4 

-il-f 

—    10 


8il     -     9     IT^T 


WHALE      FINS,       v  i  2. 


Of  Britilh  or  Irifli  fiihing,  imported  in 
Ihips  belonging  to  any  of  his  Ma- 

.  jefty*s  colonies  of  plantations,  the 
tofi,  containing  twenty  hundred 
weight         -         -  -        . 

OfBritifh  or  Ipi(h  fifliing,  imported 
in  iliipping  belonging  to  Great 
Britain  or  Ireland,  the  ton,  con- 
taining twenty  hundred  weight 

Fins  of  whales,  taken  and  caught 
in  any  part  of  the  ocean  by  the 
crew  of  any  fhip  or  veflel  built  in 
Great  Britain,  Ireland,  or  the  If- 
lands of  Guernfey,  Jerfey,or  Man, 
wholly  owned  by  his  Majefty's 
fubjefts  ufually  refiding  therein 
refpedtively,  are,  upon  importa- 
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Duty  on  im- 
portation 
from  Ame- 
rica or  the 
Weft  Indies. 


tfon,  to  be  admitted  to  entry,  andi 
landed  without  payment  of  any 
duty  whatever. 


£. 


ii. 


Duty  on  im- 
portation 
from  Great 
Britain,  and 
drawback    on 
exportation. 


OUTWARDS. 

Hides,  calve  (kins,  kfp  (kins,  tanned  or  tawed,  and 
sot  dreffed  in  oil,  and  (beep  (kins  tanned  for 
gloves,  or  hafil,  the  hundred  weight       - —  —       ^     't 

Hides  drc(Fed  in  orl^  the  hundred  weight  i        13! 


K      I      N      S^ 


Y    I   Zj 


Lamb 
ikins 


I 

I 


Calve  (kins, -dreiTed  in  oil,   the  hundred  weight 

BJack  coney  (kins,  with  or  without  fiiver  hair,  for 
every  6  fcore  (kins         —         —         — 

Goat  (kins,  tawed,  the  hundred^  containing  6'fcore 

Goat  (kins,  t'anned  with  f  /.  ,  ^,^^^,,  ,    /•  ^_  »  - 
fumacic,   to  refemble^  f^'  ^^^^^  ^  ^^^^  ^•"^-~ 
Spanifh  leather  ^^^r  every  pound  weight- 

f  the  hundred,  containing  6  (core  -^     — 

f  tawed,  and  not  tanned  or 
d  re  (Ted  in  oil,    the  hun-* 
I  dred  weight       1-  -   -a.     - 
and  befides  if*^  tanned  for  gloves  or  bafil, 

(this    'hujndied    weight  -»■ 

dreffed   in  oil,  the   hun- 
^  .  \^dred  weight  —  - 

'  uwed,   and  not  tanned  or  drefTcd  in  oil, 
the  hundred  weiglt  —  —  - 

tanned  for  roans,  and  not  drelTed   in  oil, 
the  hundred  weight  —  —  - 

^dreffed  in  oil,  the  hundred  weight     -^         - 
.P^elcs,  the  hundred,  containing  5  (core         —  - 

SCHEDULE,    No.  IT. 

A  fchedule  of  the  additional  duties  to  be  paid  per  gallon,  6n" 
the  exportation  of  foreign  fpirits  to  the  Briti(h  colonies  or  plan- 
tations ia  America  or  Africa,  over  and  above  the  duty  paid  on 
the  importation:  thereof.       '  .  , 

..  L    ■^.     ^. 

For  every  gallon  of  fingle  rum  or  fpirits  of  the 

produce  of  the  Britiih  colonies  or  plantafioDS         —  —  lo-IJ- 
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For  every  gallon  of  fingle  brandy  or  geneva,  of 
foreign  rum  —  —  •  — 

For  every  gallon  of  cordial  water,  ftrong  water,  or 

other  fpirits,  fingle    .         —  — 

For  every  gallon  of  r^m  or  fpirits  of  the  Brltifli 
colonies  or  plantations,  above  proof,  fo  much  in 
addition  \o  the  duties  paid  on  import  as  will 
amount  in  the  whole  to  - — 

For  every  gallon  of  brandy,  geneva,  or  foreign 
rum,  above  proof,  fo  much  in  addition  to  the 
duties  paid  on  import  as  will  amount  in  the 
whole  to  —  "^  "~         ' 

For  every  gallon  of  cordial  water,  ftrong  water, 
or  other  fpirits,  above  proof,  fo  much  in  addition 
to  the  duties  paid  on  import  as  will  amount  in 
the  whole  to  —  .  ■—  — 

All  pieces  or  parts  of  ikins,  tawed  or  tanned,  and 
not  dreffed  in  oil,  for  every  twenty  (hillings 
value  thereof,  on  oath  —  — 

All  pieces  orj)arts  of  (kins  dre(red  in  oil,  for  every 
twenty  (hillings  value  thereof,  on  oath         — 

And  be(ides,  the  hundred  weight  — • 

Fur,  called  grey  rabbit  fur,  or  coney,  hair,  the 
pound  .—  _  — 

Kids  hair, for  every  twenty  (hillings  value  thereof, 
on  oath  -^  —         .         — 

Parchment,  the  dozen  —  — 

Vellum,  the  dozen   .  —  — 

Lapis  calaminaris,  .the  ton  — 


5tt 


8 


T^ 


—    7    2 


—    8 


io| 


T 


—    3 


— -     I 

—  3 

2 
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SCHEDULE,    No*  IIL 

A  fchcdule  of  the  drawbacks  upon  every  ton  of  French  wine  ex- 
ported tq  the  Briti(h  colonies  or  plantations  in  America  and  the 
Weft  Indies,  according  as  the  fame  has  been  imported  by 
wholefale  mercliants,  for  fale,  filled  or  unfilled,  having  been 
impovted  in  Briti(h,  Iri(h  or  foreign  (hipping,  if  regularly  ex- 
ported within  three  years  after  the  importation  thereof— The 
faid  drawbacks  to  be  in  lieu  and  full  fatisf^dtion  of  all  draw- 
backs. 


Having  been  imported  in  BritiO) 

or  Iri(b  (hipping. 
•     -Filled.  Unfilled. 

£•     s.   d,  20ths,  £•  s,  d,  20ths, 
31     4     6     4      28   i6  2    hZ 


paving  been  imported  in  foreign 

(hipping. 

Filled.  Unfilled. 

X.     s.   d.  zoths.  £.  J.  d.  zoths. 

27   i8  —    4       25  7  3     4 


S  C  H  E  D  U  L  E,    No.  IV. 

A  fchedule  of  the  drawbacks  upon  every  ton,  of  French  wine  ex- 
poited  to  the  Briti(h  fettlements  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  accord- 
ing as  the  fame  has  been  imported  by  wholefale  merchants  for 
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fale,  filled  or  unfilled,  having  been  imported  in  Britifb,  Irilh, 
orforefgn  (hipping,  if  regularly  exported  within  three  years  after 
the  importation  thereof. — The  faid  drawbacks  to  be  in  lieu  and 
full  fatrsfadtion  of  all  other  drawbacks. 

Having  been  imported  in^  Britilb  I  Having  been  imported  in  foreign 
or  Jriih  (iipping. 
.Filled.^ .,  Unfilled. 

£i    5.  d.  2otbs»  £.     s,  d,  zotJbs, 
i6  13  7  14       14    5  4  ar 


(hipping. 
Filled.  Unfilled. 

£,     S4  d,  zoths.  £,     s,  d,  zoths, 
13     7  I    14         10  16  4  14 


SCHEDULE,    No.  V. 

A  fchedule  of  the  drawbacks  upon  etery  ton  6f  Rhenifh,  Ger- 
many or  Hunrgary  wine,  exported  to  the  Britilh  plantations  or 
colonies  in  America  or  the  Weft  Iridies,  according  as  the  fame 
hds  been  imported  by  wholefale  merchants  for  fale,  ftiled  or 
unfilled,  in  Britilh,  Ifife  or  foreign  fliippfrtg*  if  regularly  ex- 
ported within  three  year*  after  the  importation  thereof. — The 
laid  drawbacks  to  be  in  lieu  and  fatisfa6tion  of  all  drawbacks. 

Having  been  imported  in  Biitifli 

or  Irifli  fljipping. 

Fined.  Unfilled. 

£.    s,  d.  zoths,   £.    s,  d.  zoihi^ 


25  ri  —  14    23    3  9  5,'^ 

SCHEDULE,    No.  VI 


Having  been  imported  in  foreign 

(liipping. 

Filled.  Unillled- 

/.     5,  d,  zoths,   £.    J.  d.  lothsi 

2'Z  u  6  14I      izo    I    I  9,\ 


A  fchedule  of  the  drawbacks  upon  every  ton  of  Rhenifh,-  Ger- 
many or  Hungary  wine,  exported  to  the  Britifli  fettlemenis  on 
the  coaft  of  A  rica,  according  as  the  fame  has  been  imported 
by  wholefale  mei^chants  foi^  lale,  filled  or  unfilled,  in  Kritiib, 
Iriih.or  foreign  Ihippinjr,  if  regularly  exported  witbin  three 
years  after  the  importation  thereof.— -The  faid  drawbacks  to  be 
rn  lieu  and  fatisfadion  of  all  drawbacks. 


Having  been  imported  in  Britifb 

or  Irifh  (liipping. 

Filled.  Unfilled. 

£,     i.  ( .•  2fiths.    £,  s.  d.  20/Ac. 


it       I    z 


iz  10 


'5.S 


Having  been  imporrcd  in  foreign 

ftiipping. 

FiHed.  Unfilled. 

£.    J.  d.  zoths,    £.     J.  d,  zoths 

SCHEDULE,  No.  VII. 
A  fchedule  of  the  drav/backs  upon  every  ton  of  Portugal  or 
Madeira  Wint',-  Spaniflj  and  Canary  wine,  and  all  other  wine 
of  t\ie  dominions  of  Spain,  exported  to  the  Ericiih  colonies  or 
plantations  in  America  and  the  Weft  Indies,  according  as  the 
fume  has' been  imported  by  wholefale  merchants  for  fale,- 
fiiifd  or  unfilled,  \n  Britifb,  Irilb  or  foreign  ftnpping,  if  regu- 
larly exported  w.iLin  three  years  after  the  imporcacion  thereof.- 
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—The  faid  drawbacks  to  be  in  lieu  and  full  fatisfadl^lon  of  all 

drawbacks. 


Having  been  imported  in  Britilh 

or  Iriili  (Lipping. 

Filled.  Unfilled. 

/.    /.  J»  20th>,  £,,     J.  d.  zoths. 


Having  been  imported  in  foreign 

ibipping. 

Filled.  Unfilled. 

/.     /.  d.  zoths,    jf .     i.  d,  20fi^^ 

'7     9 15  16  9  6| 


SCHEDULE,  No.  VllT. 
A  fchedule  of  the  drawbacks  upon  every  ton  of  Portugal  or 
Madeira  wine,  Spanilh  and  Canary  wiiie,  and  all  other  wme  of 
the  dominions  of  Spain,  exported  to  the  Britifh  fcttlements  on 
the  coaft  of  Africa,  according  as  the  fame  has  been  imported 
by  wholefale  merchants  for  fa!e,  filled  or  unfilled,  in  Britilh, 
Iriih  or  foreign  (hipping^  if  regularly  exported  within  three 
years  after  the  importation  thereof.— ^The  faid  drawbacks  to  be 
in  lieu  and  full  fatisfaiSlicn  of  all  drawbacks. 


Having  been  imported  in  Britifh 

or  Irlfh  Uiipping. 

Filled.  Unfiled. 

jf.     5.  d.  torhs,     £,     s,  d.  zoths, 

lo--  z  t\         8    9  6  6| 


Having  been  imported  in  foreigir 
;  ibipping. 

Filled.  Unfilled. 

£,     s.  d.  zoths,     £.   s,  d,  zothst 
8      5   I    —        6     2   10  6| 


SCHEDULE,  No.  TX. 
A  fchedule  of  the  drawbacks  upon  every  ton  of  all  other  wine 
exported  to  the  Britifh  jcolonie§  or  plantations  in  America  and 
the  Weft  Indies,  according  as  the  fame  has  been  imported  by 
wholefale  merchants  for  fale,  filled  or  unfilled,  in  Britilh,  Irilh 
of  foreign  fliippirtg,  if  regularly  exported  within  three  years 
after  the  importation  thetcof.—  The  laid  drawbacks  to  be  in  lieu 
and  full  fatisfiCtion  of  ail  drawbacks. 


Having  been  imported  in  Britilh 

or  Irilh  flipping. 

Filled*  '  Untilled. 

£,    i.  d,  %oths,    £,     s.d,  zoth\ 

27  7    10    i^j       24   18  6  6^1  . 


Having  been  imported  in  foreign 

(hipping. 

Pilled.  Unfilled. 

£,    5.  d.  zofhs,     £.     i.  d  zoihs. 

z6  z  z    ij\      a^    9  3    i9|f 


SCHEDULE,  No.  X. 
A  fchedule  of  the  drawbacks  upon  every  ton  of  all  other  wine 
exported  to  the  Britilh  fettlements  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  ac- 
cording as  the  fame  has  been  imported  by  wholefdle  merchants 
far  fale,  filled  or  unfilled,  in  Britilh,  Irilh  or  foreign  fijipping, 
if  regularly  exported  within  three  years  after  the  importation 
thereof. — The  laid  drawbacks  ro  be  in  lieu  and  full  faiisfadlioa 
of  all  drdwbacks. 

Havirig  been  imported  in  foreign 


Having  been  imported  in  Britifh 
or  Irilh  Ihipping. 

Filled.  Unfilled, 

jf.     /.  </•   zoths.   £,    s.  d,  zoths, 
*7  13  'I    «*7     15    4  6   i9?f 

Vol.  Vm. 


(hipping. 

Filled.  Unfilled. 

£.     J.  d,  zoths,  £.    s,d.  zoths^ 

16   a  3  i,v     »3  '5  4  '9y^ 

K 
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That  bounties  ought  to  be  given  on  afl  plain  IrKh  Knens  and 
on  all  In/h  linens  and  Irifh  calllcoes,  and  cotton  mixed  with  linen, 
printed,  painted,  ftained  or  dyed  in  this  kingdom,  being  the 
breadth  of  twenty^ve  inches  or  more,  and  not  exceeding  when 
plain  and  unpainted,  unftained,   unprintcd  or  undyed,  the  value 
•fof  IS.  7^d,  per  yard  j  and  alfo  on  Irffh  diapers  and  huckabacks, 
fhcetings   and  other  linens  above  yard  wide,  and  not  exceeding 
is.  7^d.  the  fquare  yard  in  value,  which  fhall  be  exported  from 
this  kingdom  to  Africa,  America,  the  Weft  Indies,  Spain,  Por- 
tugal, Gibraltar  or  Minorca,  between   the    25th  day  of  March, 
1788,  and  the  25th  day  of  March,   1789,  inclufive,  after  the 
rates  following,  that  is  to  fay  ;  a  bounty  of  ^d.  per  yard  for  all 
under  the  value  as   aforefaid  of  jd,  per  yard ;  and  a  bounty  of 
"id.  per  yard  for  all  of  the  value  of  yd,  and  under  6d.  the  -yard  ; 
.and  a  bounty  of  i  |d.  per  yard  for  all  of  the  value  of  6d.  and 
under  the  value  of  is.  7.7 d.  the  yard  ;  and  a  bour>ty  of  ^d.  per 
yard  for  all  chequed  and  ftriped  linen  not  exceeding  is.  7^d.  nor 
4uider  7d.  per   yard  in  value  ;  and  a  bounty  of   i^^d.  for  every 
fquare   yard  of  diapers,  huckabacks,  Sheetings,  and  other  linens 
upwards  of  a  yard  in  breadth,  not  exceeding  is.  7^d.  the  fquare 
yard  in  value  ^  and  a  bounty  of  6|d.  for  every  three  ells  of  Iriih 
made  fail-cloth  or  canvas  (k  for  or  made  into  fails,  which  fhall  be 
exported  by  way  of  merchandize  to  any  place  except  Great  Bri- 
tain, France,  or  the  French  dominions  in   Europe,  during  the 
time  aforefaid,  and  fo  in  proportion  for  any  greater  o^  lefs  quan- 
tities ;  the  value  of  all  fuch  linen,  if  paiirted,  flaincd,  ftamped 
or  dyed,  or  of  fuch  calllcoes  and  cottons  mixed  whh  linen,  where- 
upon they  jarc  to  be  refpe^lively  intitled  to  the  boonties  aforefaid,  ^ 
to  be  deemed  their  value  when  in  a  plain  ftate,  and  exclulive  of 
fuch  painting,  Ilaining,  ftamping  or  dying. 

That  in  order  to  encourage  the  growth  of  jfax  feed  in  thi$  king" 
dom  it  will  be  expedient  to  difcontinue  all  bounties  oij  the  import, 
of  foreign  feed,  and  to  give  bounties  to  cncoUrage  the  cultivation 
of  it  at  home. 

'  That  there  be  raifed,  levied,  colIeAed  and  paid  to  his  Majef- 
ty,  his  heirs  and  fuccefforsj  during  the  time  aforefaid,  an  addi- 
tipnal  impoft  or  duty  after  the  rate  of  5I.  per  centum  on  the  pro- 
duce or  amount  of  the  duties  payable  on  all  teas  and  wines  im* 
ported,  except  wines  of  the  growth  of  Spain,  Portugal  or  Maden 
ra,  and  of  France,  or  the  French  dominions  in  Europe,  and  on 
the  amount  of  the  culloms  inwards,  import  excife,  additional  and 
other  duties,  which  (hall  be  due  and  payable  to  his  Majefty,  his 
heirs  and  fucceffors,  during  the  time  aforefaid,  and  which  (hall 
be  colleded  in  this  kingdom  for  and  upon  any  goods  and  merchan- 
dizes imported  into  tlie  fame,  e.>ficept  upon  tobaccoes,  hops  and 
fugars,  and  the  feveral  ^oods  or  inerchandizes  of  the  produA  or 
manufaAure  of  the  Biitllh  colonies  in  America  or. the  Weft  In- 
dties,  or  the  Britiflr-  fettlemcnts  on  the  coafiL  of  Africa,  whereon 
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•ny^uties  are  inipofed  or  altered  this  feffion  of  Parliament :  and 
alfo  except  the  following  articles,  being  of  the  growth,  produce 
or  manufafture  of  France,  or  the  French  dominions  in  Europe^ 
viz.  beer,  hardware,  cutler}*,  cabinet  wape  add  turncty  5  manu- 
fadures  of  irpn,  ftecl,  copptr  and  brafs  ;  cottons,  woollens,  knit 
and  wovie  hofiery,'cambricks  and  lawns,  linens  made  of  flax  ot 
hemp,  fadlery,  gauzes;  millinery  made  of  muflin,  kwn,  cam- 
brick  or  gaiize ;  porcelaiiii  earthen-ware,  pottery,  glafs  and  glafs 
irare. 

Th^t  towards  raifing  the  fuppljr  granted  to  his  Majefty  there 
be  paid  a  duly  of  is.  on  every  entry  inwards  which  ihall  be  made 
in  the  port  of  Dublin  between  the  ^5th  day  of  March,  1 788,  and 
the  25th  day  of  March,  1789,  and  no  longer,  except  poft  entries 
and  entries  of  coala,  over  arid  above  all  other  duties  or  fees  pay* 
able  by  any  law  or  ufage  for  the  fame. 

That  there  be  paid  for  every  aVivertifement  to  be  contained  or 
pubtillicd  in  any  gazette,  newfpaper,  journal  or  daily  accounts, 
to  be  publifhed  vtreeUy  or  oftener,  or  in  any  other  printed  paper 
Or  pamphlet  whatever^  being  difperfed  or  made  public  yearly, 
pionthly  or  at  any  other  interval  of  time,  within  the  time  afore- 
faid,  a  duty  of  is.  and  a  further  duty  for  the  fame  after  the  rate 
of  IS.  for  every  ten  lines  which  fuch  adveitifcment  fiiall  contain 
over  and  abov^  the  firft  ten  lines ;  and  for  arid  upon  every  pam- 
phlet or  paper  not  exceeding  fix  (beets  in  offcavo  or  in  a  lefler  pftge^ 
and  not  exceeding  twelve  fheets  in  quarto  or  twenty  fheeti  in 
folio  fo  printed,  a  duty  after  the  rate  of  2s.  for  every  (hcet  of  any 
kind  of  paper  which  {hall  be  contained  in  one  printed  copy  or  inh^ 
prefiion  therfeof. 

That  for  and  upon  all  infui*arices  for  infuring  hoijfes,  furniture, 
goods,  wares,  merchandizes,  or  oth^r  property  from  lofs  by  fire, 
which  fliall  be  naade  at  any  time  between  the  25th  day  of  March, 
1788,  and  the  25th  day  of  March,  1789,  inclufive,  a  duty  be 
paid  after  the  rate  of  is.  foteveiy  looL  infured  thereby* 

That  for  every  fkin  or  piece  of  vellum  or  parchment  j  or  piece 
or  fheet  of  paper,  oii  which  fhali  be  engroffed,  written  or  printed 
the  articles  mentioned  in  the  fchedule  hereunto  annexed,  there 
Ihall  be  paid  during  the  time  aforefaid  the  feveral  duties  refpec* 
tively  annexed. to  the  feveral  articles  contained  in  the  faid  fche* 
.dule. 

A   fchedule  of  the  feveral  duties   to  be  paid    on  every    (kin 
or  piece  of  vellum  or  parchment,  or  piece  or  Iheet  of  paper  oft 
which  rtiall  be  engroffed  or  written  or  printed  any  of  the  articles, . 
matters  or  things  therein  fet  forth. 

For  every  (km  or  piece  of  vellum  or  parchment,  or  piece  or  (beet 
of  paper  on  wjiich  (hall  be  engroited  or  written  or  printed  the 
following  articles,  the  duties  following  fhall  be  rtfpe&ively  paid. 
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Ail^  liccnfe  to  keep  a  lottery  ftffice  —  loo 

Any   difpcnfatioD  to   hold  two   ecckliaftical  dignities 
Or  benefices,  or  both  a  dignity  and   a  benefice,  or 
any  other  difpenfation  or   faculty  from   the  Lord 
Archbiihop  of  Armagh,  or  mailer  of  the  faculties 
for  the  time  being  —  ■»—  9     —  — 

Any  grant  or  letters  patent  under  the  great  feal  of 
Ireland  of  any  honour,  dignity,  promotion,  fran- 
chife,  liberty  or  privilege,  to  ^  any  perfon  or  per- 
fofts,  vbodies  politic  or  corporate,  or  exemplifica- 
tion of  the  fame  ;  oomnufHons  of  rebellion  in  pro- 
cefs  always  excepted  —  —  9 

Any  grant  from  his  Majefty,  his  heft?  or  fucceffors, 
of  any  fuin  of  money  exceeding  200L  which  fhall 
pafs  the  great  feal  of  Ireland        .     —  -*-         p  -—  — 

Any   grant  of  any  office  or  employment   which  fhall 

be  above  the  value  of  200I.  per  annum  —  9  — *.  --- 

Any  admiffion  of  any  fellow  of  the  College  of  Phyfici- 
ans,  or  of  any  clerk,  advocate,  prodor,  notary,  or 
•other  officer  or  officers  in  any  court  whatfoever,  ex- 
cept fuch  officer  be  an  annual  officer  in  any  corpo- 
ration or  inferior  court,  whofe  office  is  under  thd 
^alue  of  lol.  a  year  in  falary,  fees  or  other  perqui- 
fites,  or  any  appeal  from  the  Court  of  Admiralty,  or 
the  prerogative  court,  or  any  archiepifcopal  court  .     6  —  — 

Any  admiffion  of  any  ftudent  Into  the  Society  of  the 

King's  Inns  —  ■> —  —         5 

Any  admifiion  of  airy  barriflcr  into  the  inns  of  court       5  —  -«- 

Any  pardon  (except  the  pardons  pafTed  in  forma  pau- 
peris) of  or  for  any  crime  or  office,  or  of  any  money 
or  forfeiture  whatfoever,  or  any  warrant  or  reprieve, 
relaxation  from  any  fines,  corporal  punifhraent  ot 
other  forfeiture  —  —  —  4  —  — i- 

Any  grant  from  his  Majefty,  his  heirs  or  fucceffors,  of 
any  fum  of  money  not  exceeding  200I.  nor  lefs  than 
Tool,  which  fhall  pafs  the  great  feal  of  Ireland.  4  -i-  — w 

Any  grant  of  any  office  or  employment  which  fhall  be 
above  the  value  of  50I.  per  annum,  and  under  the 
value  of  200I.  per  annum  — -  —  4  ..«  «^ 

Any  giant  of  lands  In  fee,  leafe  for  years  or  other  grant 
or  profit,  not  herein  particularly  charged,  that  fhall 
pafs  the  great  feal  of  the  Exchequer  (cuftodlam  Icafes 
cxcepied)  -  —  3  — .  — . 

"\ 
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Any  prefentation  or  donation  which  ftiallpafs  the  great  £p  s.  d, 
.  feal  of  Ireland,  ot  upbn  which  any  collation  to  be 
made  by  any  archbifhop  or  bifhop,  or  any  prefenta- 
tion or  donation  to  be  made  by  any  patron  whatever 
of  or  to  any  benefice,  dignity,  or  fpiritual  or  ecclefi- 
aftical  promotion  whatfoever  of  the  value  of  1  ool.         3  —  — 

And  if  of  the  value  of  200I-  a  year  or  upwards,  the 
value  to  be  afcertained  by  certificate  of  the  archbi- 
fhop or  vicar  general  of  the  diocefe  ;  provided  always 
that  two  or  more  benefices  epifcopally  united  Ihall 
be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  one  benefice  only  6  —  -s— 

Any  indenture  foriwioding  an  apprentice  to  an  attorney  2  -^-  «?— 

Any  admiflion  of  any  attorney  into  every  court  into 

which  he  (hall  be  admitted  an  attorney         '    —         ^_  — 

Any  commiflion   that  fh^ll  be  iffued  from  any  court 

whatfoever  for  taking  affidavits  •—         —  I   —  "^ 

Any  exemplification  of  what  nature  foevcr  that  fl)all  r 

j)afs  the  feal  of  any  court  whatfoever  —         —  15  — 

Any  inftitutjioji  that  (hall  pafs  the  feal  of  any  archbifhop, 
bifhop^  chancellor  or  other  ordinary  or  ecclefiaflical 
court  whatfoever,  provided  that  an  jnftitution  to  two 
or  more  benefices  epifcopally  united  fhall  be  confi- 
dered  as  aii'iflftitution' to  a  fingle  benefice      -'—         —  15  — 

Any  conveyance,  furreader  of  grants  py  offices,  releafc 
or  other  deed  whatfoever,  which  (hall  b(e  enrolled 
of  record  in  any  of  the  courts  of  the  city  of  Dublin, 
or  in  any  Qther  court  of  record  whatfoever  —     7     ^ 

Any  exemplification  of  a  decree  of  the  court  of  Chan- 

eery  under  ^he  great  feal  —  — :  —7.6 

Any  fentence  that  (hall  be  given  in  the  Court  of  Adr 
miralty,  or  any  attachment  that  fhall  be  made  out 
of  the  faid  Court  of  Admiralty,  or  any  relaxation  of 
any  fuch  attachment  .  — r-  —  —     7-   ^ 

Any  writ  of  covenant  for  levying  a  fine  -^  —     7  •  6 

.  Any  writ  of  entry  for  fuffering  a  common  recovery    '     —     7     ^ 

Any  commiffion  ifTuing  out  of  any  ecclefiaflical  court 

not  herein  before  particularly  charged  —         '—75 

Any  warrant,  monition  or  perfonal  decree  in  the  Court 
of  Adjniralty,  except  in  fuits  for  payment  of  fi^amens 
wages     .      •    .       —  -^  —         _     7     6 

Any  probate  of  a  will  or  letters  of  adminiflration  for 
any  eflate  above  the  value  of  30I.  and  not  of  the  value 
of  looL  -T-    .  ^—  —  —     -mm 
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It  of  the  value  pf  lool,  and  not  of  the  value  of  300I.     —  10  — r 

If  of  the  value  of  300I.  .and  not  of  the  valiie  of6ool.       i  -^ : 

If  of  the  value  of  6pol.  and  not  of  the  value  of  iQpol.      i    10  — 

If  of  the  value  of  ipool  an4  upwards  —  2 

Any  writ  of  error,  certiorari  pf  appeal,  except  t6  the 

delegates  —  —  — r  "^5  — '■ 

Any  receipt  or  other  difcharge  for  any  legacy  left  by 

any  will  or   other  teftamentary    inftrnment ;  or  for 

any  fhare  or  part  of  a  perfonal  eftate  divided  by  force 

'  of  the  ftatute  of  diftributions,  the  amount  whereof 

(hall  hot  exceed  20I.  except  fuch  legacies  as  fhall  be 

left  to  the  wife,  children  or  gand  children  of  the 

perfcm  making  fuch  will  or  teftamentary  inftrument^ 

.  pr  {hall  be  divided  amongft  them  by  forcp  of  the  faid 

ftatute  —  —  \^  -^     2  '  ^ 

Where  the  amount  thereof  (hall  be  of  the  value  of  zol. 

and  not  amounting  to  lool.  except  a$  aforefaid      -  — r     5  —r. 

Where  the  amount  therebf  fhall  be  of  the  value  of  ;ocl, 

and  upwards,  except  as  aforefajd  -—  t -.; 

Any  recogni?ianGe  conditioned  for  the  payment  of 
\  inoBey  or  performance  of  covenants  ox  agreement^, 
ftatute  ftaple  or  i^atute  merchant,  or  entered  of  record 
in  any  court  or  office,  except  fuch  recogniaances  a§ 
(hall  be  entered  into  by  perfons  applying  for  licenfes 
to  fell  by  retail  beef,  ale,  wine,  ftrong  waters  or 
ol?her  liquors,  which  recognizances  fh^U  be  cqnfider- 
ed  as  bonda,  and  fhall  pay  accordingly  ^r-*  .,,^  ^  ^^ 

Any  record  of  nifi  prius  or  poftea  —  —  j  ,1— . 

pvery  judgment  whatfpever  which  fhall  be  (igned  by 
the  mafter  of  any  office,  or  his  deputy  or  feqondaty, 
or  by  any  prothonotary  or  his  fecondary,  deputy  or 
clerk,  or  any  other  officer  belonging  to  any  of  the 

^  courts  of  the  -city  of  Dublin  who  have  power  or 
u(iially  do  or  fliall  fign  judgments  — .  "*"  5  — 

Any  bill,  anfwer,  replication,  rejoinder,  interrogato- 
ries, depofitions   taken   by   commiflGoners,    or   any 
pleadings  whatfoever  in  the  courts  of  Chancery  or  • 
Exchequer,  fave  and**  except  exceptions  to  anfvwrs 
filed  in  the  faid  courts  —         .     ^  —  *^  2     6! 

Any  indenture,  leafe  or  deed  poll  not  otherwife 
charged,  except  indentures  of  apprcnticcfhip  where 
no  apprentice  fee  (hall  be  given,  or  if  any  be  given, 

•    fuch  apprentice  fee  fhall  not  exceed  the  fom  of  lol.  ' 

and  alfb  except  indentures  fof*  binding  poor  parifh: 
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or  other  poor  (Children,  fupport.cd  by  public  or  pri-  _  £.  x.  d. 
vate  charities,  and  alfo  except  indentures  binding 
apprentice  to  attornics  —  —  —  26 

Any  charter  party,  policy  of  infu ranee,  paffport,  or 
any  proteft,  procuration,  kltcr  of  attorney,  except 
warrants  of  attorney  for  judgments  on  bonds,  or 
any  other  notarial  ad  whatibcver  ,      .       —  —  26 

Every  pamphlet  or  paper  not  exceeding  fix  (heets  ia 
odlavo,  or  not  exceeding  twelve  (heets  in  quarto,  or 
twenty  (beets  in  folio,  which  fliaH  be  contained  in 
one  printed  copy  —  —  —  2  — 

Any  admiflion  into  any  corporation  or  company  .^-2  — 

Any  decree  or  difmiffion  made  by  or  in  the  courts  of 

Chancery  or  Exchequer  —  -—  _  i     $ 

Any  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus    .  —  —  —  I  — 

Any  fpecial  bail  to  be  taken  in  any  of  the  courts  of 
the  city  of  Dublin,  or  before  any  of  the  judges  of 
the  faid  courts,  or  in  any  court  whatfoever  — -   i  _ 

Any  common  bail  to  be  filed  in  any  court  vvhatfoever, 
and  any  appearance  tha^  fhall  be  made  on  fuch  bail     —  i   — 

Any  affidavit,  except  fuch  affidavits  as  ftall  be  taken 
before  the  officers  of  his  Majefty's  cuftbms  or  excife, 
or  any  julHce  or  juftices  of  the  peace,  or  before  a 
magiftrate  of  any  corporation  ading  as  a  juftlce  of 
the  peace,  or  aftlng  in  any  court  of  confcience,  or 
of  fummary  junfdidlioH,  or  before  any  j[udge  of  affize 
or  commiffioner  of  oyer  aud  ^ermmer^. relative  to 
profecutions  on  trials  or  IndI<Elments,  or  to  civil  bills, 
or  that  fhall  be  made  for  the  puj-pofe  of  raifing'  or  ' 
accounting  for  public  money,  and  except  affidavits 
made  relative  to  the  hempen  and  ilnen  manufa6iures, 
or  to  the  payment  of  corn  premiums,  or  made  be- 
fore the  trultees  of  any  turnpike,  relative  .to.  the 
road* -or  tolls  of  fuch  turnpikes,  or  affidavits  made 
,     before  the  Dublin  Society  — -  —  . —  r  — 

Any  copy  of  fuch  affidavit  which  (hail  be  read  in  any 

court  whatfoever  —  .       — 2 

Any  original  writ  (except  fuch  original  upoii  which 
a  writ  of  capias  IITuesl  fubpoena^  writ  of  capias 
quo^dminus,  writ  of  dcdtmus  proteftatem  to  take  aa^ 
fwers,  examine  witnefTes  or  appoint  guardian^,  or  * 

any  other  writ  whatfoever,  or  any  other  procefs  or 
mandate  that  fhall  ifTue  out  of  or  pafs  the  feal  of  any 
of  the  courts  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  or  any  other 
court  "whatfoever  holding  plea  vvhere  the  debt  or 
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damage  doth  amount  to  408.  or  above,  or  the  thing   £,  s,  d^ 
in  demand  is  of  that  value  -—  —  — ^  I  — . 

Any  entry  of  any  aftion  in  the  mayor's  or  fherifFs 
courts  pf  the  city  of  DuHin,  and  in  courts  in  all 
corporations  and  other  courts  vt^hatfoever,  out  of 
which  no  writs,  procefs  or  mandate  iflue,  holding 
plea  where  the  debt  or  damage  doth  amount  to  408. 
or  above  —  r—  —  —  i  — r 

Any  nile  or  order,  except  ii^  caufes  profecuted  upon 
indi£tments,  or  which  relate  to  prefentments  made 
or  given  in  any  of  the  courts  at  the  city  of  Dublin, 
either  courts  of  law  or  equity,  which  fliall  be  taken 

Any  copy  of  fuch  rules  or  orders,  except  in  caufes  pro- 
fecuted upon  indidlments,  or  which  relate  to  prefent- 
ments entered,  or  the  copies  of  any  other  record  or 
proceedings  in  any  of  the  faid  courts  of  the  faid  city 
of  Dublin,  not  hereby  otherwife  charged         ■—         • —   i  — 

Any  citation  or  monition  made  in  the  Prerogative  court, 
or  in  any  ecclefiaftical  court,  or  any  libel  or  allegati- 
on, depofitlon,  anfwer,  fentence  or  decree,  or  any 
inventory  exhibited  in  the  Prerogative  court,  in  any 
Ecclefiaftical  court,  or  in  the  court  of  Admiralty,  or 
whereupon  any  copies  of  them  refpefiively  fhsJl.  b^ 
engroffed  or  written  (except  in  fuits  for  recovery 
of  feamens  wages)  '     ~  —  —   I  — 

Any  warrant  of  attorney  for  entering  judgment   on 

any  bond  —  —  —  —  i   — 

Any   releafe,    contra<^,    bond,    or  other  obligatory 

inftrument  —  —    ..  —  — -  i  — 


Any  memorial  of  any  deed,  conveyance,  will  or  devife, 
which  ftiall  be  regiftered  in  the  public  office  for  regif- 
tering  fuch  memorials,  above  all  duties  payable 
thereon  —  —  — -  —  I 

Each  and  every  exception  or  exceptions  to  any  an- 
fwer filed  in  any  court  of  equity  in  this  kingdom         —  i 

And  a  further  duty  for  the  fame,  after  the  rate  of  is. 
for  every  ninety  words  which  each  and  every  fuch 
exception  ihall  contain,  over  and  above  the  iirft 
ninety  words  —  —  •—  —  i 

And  a  further  duty  upon  each  and  every  fuch  excep- 
tion, over  and  above  the  iirft  ten  exceptions       —      -r-  2 

And  a  further  duty  for  the  fame,  after  the  rate  of 
3s,  6d.  for  every  ninety,  words  which  each  and  every 
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fuch  exception  (hall  contain,  over  and  above  the  firft    £,  s.  d^ 
ninety  words  —  — «  _  —  2     6 

Any  copy  of.  any  will  attefled  by  the  proper  officer  of 
the  Prerogative  court,  or   any  ecdefiaftical  court -^2 

Any  infurance  of  a  lottery  ticket  —  -^  —-  6 

Any  declaration,  plea,  replication,  rejoinder,  demur- 
rer, or  other  pleadings  whatfoever,  in  any  court  of 
law,  or  any  ,copy  thereof  —  —  —  -:—  t 

Any  depofition^  taken  in  the  court  of  Chancery  or 
court  of  Exchequer  (except  the  paper  drafts  of  fuch 
depofitions  taken  by  virtue  of  any  co^miffion  before 
they  are  engrofTed)  which  are  not  herein-before 
charged  — .  —  — \ 

Any  copy  of  any  bill,  anfwer,  plea,  demurrer,  repli- 
cation, rejoinder,  interrogatories,  depofitions,  or 
other  proceedings  whatfoever,  taken  in  the  court  of 
Chancery  or  court  of  Exchequer,  or  in  any  court  of 
equity  —  —  — • i 

Every  almanack  or  calendar  for  any  one  particular  year, 
or  for  afty  time  Icfs  than  a  year,  which"^  (hall  be 
printed  on  one  fide  only  of  any  one  fhcet  or  piece  of 
paper  only  •■ —  ' —  — i 

Every  other  almanack  or  calendar  for  any  one  particu- 
lar year  r—  —  — 2 

Every  almanack  or  calendar  made  to  ferve  fqr  feveral 
years,  the  refpe6liye  rates  of  i  d.  —  —  —  i 

And  2d.  (hall  be  paid  for  every  fuch  year,  as 
aforefaid  — r  "-^  — 2. 

Every  Dublin  Direftory  -r-  —  2 

Every  paper  containing  public  news,  intelligence  or 
occuryence  ,  ■? —  -^  -—  — ►  — u  i 

Any  inftrument,  entitling  any  perfon  or  perfons  ex- 
porting any  goods,  wares  or  merchandizes,  to  any 
drawback  or  bounty  on  exporting  the  fame  — '-  —  i 

Any  licence  for  retailipg  wine,  beer,  ale,  fpirlts  or 
cider  —  — -  -. —  i 

It  was  ^ordered  that  it  be  an  inftrudtion  to  the  committee 
appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  one  or  more  bill  or  bills,  pur- 
fuant  to  the  refolutions  of  the  committee  of  vyays  and  means  and 
the  refolutions  of  the  committee  of  fupply,  to  infert  claufes  in 
fuch  bill  or  bills,  purfuant  to  the  refolutions  of  the,  committee 
t)f  ways  and  means  reported  this  day. 
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It  waa  ordered  that  it  be  an  inllru6^ion  to  the  faid  cofDmit- 
tee  to  iufert  a  claufe  or  claufes  in  the  faid  bill  or  bills,  for  fecur- 
ing  the  repayment  of  fo  much  of  the  feveral  fums  therein  to  b^; 
mentioned,  which  have  been  advanced  at  an  interefl  not  exceed- 
ing 4I.  per  centum  per  annum,  or  fhall  be  advanced  at  an  intercft 
not  exceeding  3I.  los.  per  centum  per  annum,  or  for  which  lot- 
tery debentures  have  iffued  for  payment  of  the  prizes  in  the  lot- 
teries heretofore  eftablifhed  as  (hall  remain  unpaid  on  the  25th' 
day  of  March,    1788^ 

It  was  ordered,  that  it  be  ah  inftrmSlion  to  the  faid  commit- 
tee to  infert  a  claufe  or  claufes  in  the  faid  bill  or  bills,  that  fuch 
furplus  as  there  fhall  be  on  the  25th  day  of  March,  1 788,  of  the 
duties  heretofore  granted  for  the  payment  of  the  principal  and 
intereft  of  the  loan,  and  payment  of  the  annuities  granted  for 
the  feveral  fums  of  money  borrowed  purfuant  to  feveral  ads  of 
Parliament,  (hall  be  applied,  after  payment  of  all  intereft  due  oo^ 
faid  debentures,  treafury  bills  and  annuities,  in  paying  the  prin- 
cipal of  loan  debentures. 

It  was  ordered  that  it  be  an  inftrudlion  to  the  faid  commit- 
tee to  infert  a  claufe  or  claufes  in  the  faid  bill  or  bills,  that~  the 
idditional  duty  of  rod.  a  gallon  for  every  gallon  of  aqua  vitgg, 
(Irong-waters  or  fpirits  made  or  diftilled  within  this  kingdom  for 
fale  ;  the  additional  duty  of  8d.  per  gallon  on  imported  brandy, 
ftrong-waters  or  fpirits  perfedlly  made  ;  the  additional  duty  on 
foreign  fpirits  above  the  quality  of  (ingle  fpirits;  the  further,  ad- 
<iitional  duty  of  lod.  for  every  gallon  of  rum  or  other  fpirits  of 
the  growth  and  produce  of  his  Majefty's  fugar  colonies  in  Ame- 
rica ;  the  further  additional  duty  of  i  s.  8d.  on  all  brandy,  geneva 
or  other  fpirits  imported,  except  fpirits  of  the  growth  and  pro- 
duce of  his  Majeftj'^s  fugar  colonies  in  America  ;  and  the  additl-j 
onal  duty  of  6dt  per  pack  on  all  playing  cards  made  in  this  king- 
dom, be  applied,  in  the  firft  place,  to  pay  an  intereft  at  the  rate 
of  4I.  per  centum  per  annum  for  fuch  part  of  the  feveral  fums 
formerly  borrowed  and  carrying  fuch  intercft  as  (halt  remain  un- 
,paid  on  the  25th  day  of  March,  17S8  ;  and  in  the  next  place, 
towards  payment  of  an  annuity  of  24,900!.  a  year  to  the 
governor  and  company  of  the  bank  of  Ireland  ;  and  m  the  next 
place,  towards  payment  of  the  annuities  for  the  feveral  fums  of 
26,5001.  and  175,0001,  and  300,0001  granted  by  feveral  a6ls 
of  Parliament  heretofore  pafled  ;  and  in  the  next  place,  towards 
payment  of  the  expences  which  fhall  or  may  be  incurred  by  fend- 
mg'or  rrmitting  from  time  to  time  fuch  of  the  faid  feveral  annmtiei 
to  the  cit)'  of  London  as  are  or  ihall  be  made  payable  there  ;  and 
in  the  next  place,  towards  payment  of  an  intcieft  after  the  rate  of 
4L  per  centum  per  annum  for  fuch  of  the  debentures  which  have 
been  ilTue^  out  of  his  Majefty's  treafury  for  the  payment  of  1  the 
prizes  of  the  lotteries  herttofore  eilabliflied^  as  Chail  .remain  un- 
paid on  the  25th  d;iy  of  March,    1788;  and  in  the  next  place, 
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tcrw^rds  payment  of  an  intereft  after  the  rate  of  3d.  by  tfee  day 

for  each  lool.  for  the  fcveral  principal  funis  heretofore  borrowed 
andtlue  u{>on  treafury  biRs,  and  which  /hall  remain  unpaid  on  the 
^  jjthday  of  March,  1788  ;  and  in  the  next  place,  towards  pay- 
ment of  fuch  annuities  as  have  been  granted  in  purfuance  of  an 
ad  pafled  in  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  his  Majefty's  rdgn,  for  eflPec- 
tuating  the  railing  of  the  fum  of  20o,oool.  therein  mentioned  5 
and  in  the  next  place,  td>/arda  payment  of  an  interell  at  the  rate 
>  ofjl.  lOs.  per  centum  per  annum  for  the  fum  of  zoo,QOol.  bor- 
rowed upon  debentures,  purfuant  to  an  aci  of  the  laft  fcflion  of 
Parliament ;  and  in  the  next  place,  towards  payment  of  an  intereft 
at  the  rate  of  2|d.  by  the  day  for  each  looI.  of  ioo,oqoI.  raifed 
by  trcafury  bills,  in  purfuance  of  the  faid  act;  and  in  the  next 
place,' towards  payment  of  an  intereft  not  exceeding  z^d.  by  the 
day  on  fuch  treafury  bills,  and  3I.  los.  per  cent,  per  annum  on 
fach  debentures  as  mall  or  may  be  ifTued  to  the  perfons  who  (liall 
j  rcfpedively  fubfcribe  on  loan  by  treafury  bills  or  debentures,  any 
;  fum  or  fums  not  exceeding  the  fum  of  138,900!.  whicti  fhall  or 
m^y  be  borrowed  to  pay  off  fuch  treafury  bills  now  out  Handing 
;  ?is  are  to  pafs  current  in  the  receipt  of  his  Majefty's  revenue  on  or 
immediately  after  the  24th  day  of  June,   1788,  and  of  ioQ,oool. 
\  due  on  the  t^th  day  of  September,   1 788  ;  and  towards  payment 
of  an  intereft  not  exceeding  the  rate  of  3I.   I0€.  per  centum  per 
I  annum  for  fuch  further  fum  or  fums  of.  money,  not  exceeding 
I  ID  the  whole  the  fum  of  918,34.0!.  as  fhall  be  borrgwed  on  ban 
l<m  debentures,  for  the  purpofe  of  paying  off  a  like  fum  now  ftand- 
bigout  on  loan  by  debentures,  bearing  an  intereft  after  the  rate 
I  <tf  4!.  per  centum  per  annum  ;  and  thai  the  furplus  of  the  faid 
duticft  be  applied  towards  difchargtng  of  tlte  faid  feveral  fums 
due  by  debentures  on  treafury  bills,  aa  ihall  be  dlre^ed  by  Parlia^ 
i  pent. 

I  It  was  avdered  that  it  be  an  inflrud^ion  to  the  faid  commit^ 
I  tee  to  infert  a  claufe  or  claufee  in  the  faid  bill  or  bills,  for  allow-. 
vi^g  thr$;e  years  ft>r  drawbiacka. 

It  was  ordered  that  it  be  an  inflruftion  to  the  faid  committee' 
to  infert  a  claufe  or  claufes  in  the  faid  bill  or  bills,  dired^ing  that 
ithe  feveral  fums  gran^d  to  encourage  the  raifing  fufficient  quanti- 
ties of  flax  and  l^emp,  and  fbr  the  encouragement  of  the  hempen 
and  flaxen  manufa^ures  in  the  provinces  of  Leiufter,  Mnnfler  and 
Coonaught,  fhall  be  applied  to  fiich  purpofes  only ;  and  that  fe- 
parate  accounts  be  kept  of  the  application  thereof,  apd  be  laid  be- 
fore Pftfliftment.  ' 

It  was  ordered  that  it  be  an  inftruftion  to  the  faid  commit- 
tee to  infert  a  claufe  or  claufes  in  the  faid  b).ill  or  bilJ^,  to  empower 
the  commiflfionersof  hia  Majefty's  excife,  or  any  three  of  them, 
and  the  coHeAors  of  his  Majefty's  excife  in  their  feveral  diftrifts, 
^0  grant  Kcenfesfor  the  fellmg  of  cider  by  reuil ;  and  that  for 
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every  fuch  licenfe the  fum  of  is.  id.  and  no  more,  iball  be  paid 
or  demanded  as  a  fee. 

It  was  ordered  that  it  be  an  inftrucSion  to  the  fald  commit- 
tee to  infert  a  claufe  or  claufes  in  the  faid  bill  or  bills,  that  the 
duty  of  JOS.  per  barrel  upon  ^1  herrings  imported,  except  Bri- 
tifh  herrings,  be  applied  to  the  encouragement  of  the  fifheries  of 
this  kingdom. 

It  was  ordered  that  it  be  an  in^ru6lion  to  the  faid  commitr , 
tee  to  infert  a  claufe  or  ckufes  in  the  faid  bill  or  bills,  to  afcer* 
tain  the  allowance  to  be  made  for  tare  on  hops  imported  into  thii 
kingdom  ;  and  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  all  hops,  except  of 
the  growth  of  Great  Britain  or  the  Britilh  plantations  in  Amcr 
rica ;  and  of  all  glafs,  except  from  Great  Britain  or  France,  or 
the  French  dominions  in  Europe  ;  and  of  all  gold  and  filver  lace, 
not  the  manufadture  of  Qrcat  Britain  ;  and  of  all  cambricks  and. 
lawns,  ea^cept  fuch  as  are  of  the  manufafture  of  Qreat  Britain^ 
France,  or  the  French  dominions  in  Europe. 

It  was  ordered  that  it  be  an  inftruAion  to  the  faid  commit? 
tee  to  infert  a  claufe  or  claufes  in  the  faid  bill  or  bills,  that  the  re- 
fpe^ive  deputy  or  deputies  of  all  and  every  perfon  and  perfons 
who  by  reafon  of  any  falaries,  profits  of  employments,  fees  or 
penfions,  fhall  be  liable  to  the  faid  tax  of  4s.  in  the  pound,  (h^U 
deliver  in  upon  path  before  the  Chief  Baron  or  any  one  of  the  ba« 
rons  dF  his  Majefty's  court  of  Exchequer,  or  before  any  two  juf- 
tices  of  the  peace,  au  a  count  of  the  net  profits  of  the  faid  em- 
ployments of  all  and  ^very  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  who  fhali  not 
have  refided  within  this  kingdom  for  the  fpace  of  fix  calendar 
months' between  the  25th  day  of  March,  1788,  and  the  35th  day 
of  March  1789,  under  a  penalty. 

It  was  ordered  that  it  be  an  inftruftion  to  the  faid  commit- 
tee to  infert  a  claufe  or  claufes  in  the  faid  bill  or  bills,  that  the  re- 
fpedlivefecretanes  to  the  commiflioners,  and  agents  of  thofe  who 
are  intitled  to  receive  any  falaries  or  penfions,  (hall  deliver  in  upon 
oath  before  the  Chief  Baron  or  any  of  the  baroqs  of  his  Majefly'» 
court  of  Exchequer,  or  before  any  two  juftices  of  the  peaccj  a. 
lift  of  the  officers  of  thje  revcTiue,  and  of  all  perfons  entitled  to  fa-, 
laries  or  penfions  vi^ho  fhall  not,  have .  refided  within  this  kingdom 
for  the  fpace  of  fix  calendar  months  between  the  25th  day  of 
March,  1788,  and  the  25th  day  of  March,  1789,  under  a  pe- 
nalty. 

It  was  ordered  that  it  be  an  inflrudlion  to  the  faid  commit- 
tee to  infert  a  claufe  or  claufes  in  the  faid  bill  or  bills,  that  a  fum 
of  io,oocl.  for  one  year  to  the  25th  of  March,  1789,  (hall  be 
paid  to  the  truftees  of  the  linen  and  hempen  manufa^ures,  out 
of  the  aids  and  duties  granted  thisfefiion  of  Parliament,  to  be  by 
them  applied  in  fuch  manner  as  fhall  appear  to  them  moft  condu-. 
cive  to  promote  the  linen  and  henlpen  manufadures  ;  and  that 
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fo  much  of  the  produce  of  the  duties  on  teas  as  (hall  amount  to  the 
fum  of  73 od.  fhall  be  placed  to  the  account  of  his  Majefty's  here- 
ditafry  revenue. 

It  was  ordered  that  it  be  an  inftruAion  to  the  faid  committee 
to  infert  a  claufe  or  claufeg  in  the  fald  bill  of  bills,  that  fo 
much  of  the  feveral  duties  fpecified  in  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  to  be  granted  in  lieu  of  all  other  duties 
now  payable  on  the  export  or  import  ofthofe  commodities  which 
they  are  refpe6lively  impofed  on,  as  the-'hereditary  duties  of  cuf- 
tom  and  import  excife  on  fuch  commodities  would  amount  to  if 
they  continued  payable,  fhall  be  placed  to  the  account  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's hereditary  revenue,  except  in  ,refpe6t  of  the  duties  on  teas, 
touching  which  a  fpecial  provifion  is  made. 

It  was  ordered  that  it  be  an  inftru^ion  to  the  faid  commit- 
tee to  infert  a  claufe  or  claufes  in  the  faid  bill  of  bills,  that  a  fe- 
parate  account  be  kept  of  all  increafe  of  duties,  aids  and  taxes, 
which  (hall  or  may  accrue  by  means  of  the  difcounts  and  allow- 
ances for  prompt  payment  of  the  import  excife  and  additional 
duties  and  allowance  of  5I.  per  cent,  on  payment  of  cuftoms  in- 
wards ceafing  to  be  made. 

It  was  ordered  that  it  be  an  inftruAion  to  the  faid  commit- 
tee to  infert  a  claufe  or  claufes  in  the  faid  bill  or  bills,  that  where 
any  perfon  (hall  import  crude  brimftonc  or  faltpetre,  and  (hall 
make  ufe  of  the  fame  in  extra6ting  therefrom  oil  of  vitriol  or  aqua 
fortis,  fuch  perfon  (hall  be  entitled  to  receive,  and  the  coUedior 
of  the  port  or  diftrift  within  which  fuch  crude  brimftone  and  falt- 
petre (hall  have  been  imported,  fhall  repay  to  fuch  perfon  all  fuch 
duties  as  have  been  paid  by  him  on  the  importation  thcfreof,  on 
his  making  it  appear  by  affidavit  or  affirmation,  to  fuch  colleftor, 
that  fuch  crude  brimllone  and  faltpetre  has  been  ufed  in  making 
oil  of  vitriol  or  aqua  fortis. 

It  wa3  ordered  that  it  be  an  inftrufkion  to  the  faid  commit- 
tee to  infert  a  claufe  or  claufes  in  the  faid  bill  or  bills,  to  exempt 
from  any  duties  thereby  to  be  impofed  on  the  feveral  articles  fol- 
lowing ;  all  bills  of  exchange,  accounts,  bills  of  parcels,  and  all 
bills  or  notes  not  fealed  for  payment  of  money  at  fight  or  upon 
demand,  or  at  the  end  of  certain  days  of  payment ;  alfo  the  pro- 
bate of  any  will  or  letters  of  adminiftration  of  any  common  fea- 
tnan  or  foldier  who  /hall  be  Ustin  or  die  in  his  Majefty*s  fervice,  a 
fufficlent  certificate  being  produced  and  oath  being  made  of  the 
truth  thereof ;  alfo  any  warrant  made  by  or  recognizance  taken 
before  any  juftice  or  juftices  of  the  peace,  or  any  proceedings 
which  (hail  relate  to  any  tiial  of  any  common  foldier ;  alfo  all  ♦ 
pamphlets  or  news-papers ;  all  adls  of  Parliament ;  all  proclama- 
itions,  orders  oFcouncil,  or  any  publication  thereof;  all  forms  of 
prayer  and  thankfgivin;^,  and  acts  of  ftaie  which  fliall  be  ordered 
by  his  Majcfty,  his  heirs  or  fucccflurs,  to  be  printed,  and  all  votes 
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or  other  motterB  Which  arc  or  ftiall  be  ordered  to  tie  printed  bf 
tither  Houfe  of  Parliament,  and  all  books  commonly  ufed  in  any 
of  the  fchools  of  Ireland,  or  books  Containing  any  matter  of  de- 
votion or  piety,  artd  fingle  advertifements  and  daily  accounts,  or 
bills  of  goods  imported  and  exported  ;  and  alfo  tq  '"xempt  from 
payment  of  more  than  6d.  all  indentures  of  apprenticefhip  where 
no  apprentice  fee  fhall  be  given,  or  if  any  fee  be  given  it  (hall  not 
exceed  the  fum  of  lol.  ^  alfo  to  except  all  perfons  who  fhall  be 
iidmittcd  to  fue  or  defend  in  forma  pauperis,  fo  far  as  relates  to 
the  fiiit  in  vtrhidi  he  or  flic  fhall  be  fo  admitted* 

It  was  <>rdered  that  it  be  jUi.  inllrudlion  to  the  faid  commit- 
tee to  iofert  a  clanfe  or  clauftt  in  the  faid  bill  or  bills,  dire^n^ 
that  the  duty  of  is.  on  every  entry  inwards  in  the  port  of  Dub- 
'  lin,  except  pofl  entries  and  entries  on  coals,  fhall  be  paid  by  the 
Colledlor  to  the  Truflees  of  the  Royal  Exchange  in  the  'city  of 
Dublin,  to  be  by  them  applied  towards  difcharging  the  debts  by 
them  contracted  for  building,  furnilliing  and  repairing  the  fame, , 
and  for  the  future  repairs  thereof,  to  be  accounted  for  before  the  i 
Commlflioners  of  Impreft  Accounts. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Excheqi^eii  prefeated  to  tbc 
Houfe,  acccwding  to  order, 

A  bill  for  granting  unto  his  Majefly,  his  heirs  as^  fucceflbri^ 
an  additional  duty  on  wines,  hides,  beer,  ale,  and  other  goodir 
aqd  merchandizes  therein  mentioned ;  and  for  prohibiting  the 
importation  of  all  gold  and  filver  lace,  except  of  the  manufa^re 
of  Great  Britain  ;  and  of  alicambricks  and  lavtrns,  except  of  the 
.manufai^ttre  of  Great  Britain  and  France^  and  the  French  domi- 
nions in  Europe  ;  and  of  all  hops*,  exccptof  the  growth  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  Britifh  Plantations. 

A  bill  for'  granting  to  his  Majefty  the  fereral  aids,  duties,^ 
rates,  impofitions  and  taxes  therein  particularly  expreffed,  t0  be 
applied  to  the  payment  of  the  intereft  (jf  the  principal  fume  there- 
in proridcd  for,  and  towards  the  difcharge  of  the  faid  principal 
fums,  in  fuch  manner  as  therein  is  dire£ied,  and  for  fuch  other 
purpofes  ad  arc  therein  mentioned.   . 

A  bill  for  granting  to  his  Majefty,  his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs, 
certain  duties  upon  malt. 

A  bill  for  granting  certain  aids,,  duties  and  impofitions  to  his 
Majefty,  his  heirs  and  fucccffors,  for  the  time  therein  tAentioned, 
and  for  Continuing  the  effeft  of  a  treaty  of  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion concluded  between  his  Majefty  and  the  Moft  Chriftian  King. 

n  A  bill  for '  granting  to  his  Majefty,  his  heirs  and  fuceefibri, 
certain  duties  and  rates  upon  the  portage  znd  conveyance  of  all 
letters  and -packet  8  within  this  kingdonft,  and  for  other  |terppft« 
therein  mentioned. 
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A  bill  for  regulating  the  fugar  trade,  and  for  granting  t6  his 
Majerty,  his  heirs  and   fucceffors,  the  duties  therein  mentioned. 

Which  were  received  and  r^ad  the  firft.time,  and  ordered  to 
be  read  a  fccond  time  to-morrow. 

Sir  Francis  Hutchinson  obfervcd,  that  though  the  Houfc 
had  been  informed  that  by  the  intended  loan  a  certain  number  of 
debentures  were  by  means  of  a  lottery  to  be  reduced  from  four  to 
three  and  a  half  per  cent,  and  of  treafury  bills  from  four  guineas 
t§  3I.  1 68.  yet  they  had  not  either  this  year  or  laft  year  been  told 
what  were  the  conditions  of  the  loan,  though  in  England  thofe 
conditions  were  alwa}*^  communicated  on  the  day  of  opening  the 
budget.  He  faid  he  hoped  the  terms  would  not  be  fuch  as  thofc 
of  1787,  which  he  ilatcd  to  be,  that  Adminiftration  fclefted  a 
few  peribns  to  whom  it  fold  forty  thoufand  lottery  tickets  at  ^\. 
each,  two. thoufand  three  and  half  per  cent,  debentures  of  lool. 
each,  and  one  thoufand  treafury  bills  of  lool.  each,  bearing  each 
3I.  i6s.  oid.  intereft  ;  that  there  was  np  profpeft  of  lofs  on  thofe 
new  treafury  bills,  becaufe  at  the  time  the  loan  was  agreed  for,  the 
old  bills  bore  fuch  premium  as  made  them  yield  a  fmaller  intereft 
than  that  offered  by  the  new  bills ;  that  as  four  per  cent  debentures 
were  then  at  par,  a  greater  lofs  than  j  3 1,  could  not  be  feared  on 
the  new  three  and  half  per  cents,  jwhich  on  two  thoufand,  could 
amount  only  to  26,oool.  ;  whereas  fuch  was  the  madnefs  of  ad- 
venturers that  lottery  tickets  were  likely  to  fell  at  308.  a  piece  pre* 
•mium,  above  5L  their  real  value.  Thofe  premiums  amounted  to 
6o,oool.  fo  that  government  fold  for  a  profpeA  of  26,000!.  an- 
other profpcft  which  appiearcd  worth,  at  the  leaft  6o,oooU  and  fo 
facrificed  a  probability  of  getting  34,000!.  and  which,  in  faft 
turned  out  a  much  larger  fum,  as  none  of  the  new  treafury  bills 
fold  under  par,  and  many  of  them  at  20s.  premium  :  Scarcely  any 
of  the  new  debentures  fold  under  ninety,  and  many  thoufand 
pounds  worth  of  them  fold  at  ninety -four :  None  of  the  tickets 
fold  under  61.  »08.  and  many  of  them  at  fix  guineas  and  7I.  fo 
that  Government  might  have  effected  for  lefs  than  20,oool.  that 

I    reduftion  which  the  undertakers  of  that  loan,  and  their  retailers 

j  of  tickets,  did  in  fa(El  get  l^etween  70  and  8o,oooL  for  effc<5ling  ; 
and  the  nation  fuffered  all  the  mifchiefs  of  a  lottery,  and  got  but 

I  a  fraall  part  of  its  profits.  He  alledged  if  Government  muft  have  a 
lottery,  they  might  have  either  done  as  not  many  years  ago  had  been 
done  in  England,  viz.  take  ont  of  the  price  of  the  tickets,  a  con- 

'  fiderable  fum  for  the  ufc  of  the  nation,  .by  diminifliing  the  num- 
bet  of  prizes ;  or  they  might  have  fold  the  tickets  in  lots  at  the 
■market  price.  He  did  no£  pretend  to  decide  which  of  the  two 
-wodd  have  been  the  moft  eligible  mode. 

The  Chancellor  of  t+tb  Excheqjlter    faid    he  was  ex- 
tremely gl.:d  that  the  hon.  baronet  had  xhws  openly  made  hi^  ob- 


Digitized 


by  Google 


144  P'A  R  L  I  A  M  E  K  T  A  R  Y  [Fub.  $* 

jeftions  to  the  plan  for  reducing  the  intereft  on  the  public  debt, 
as  It  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  talking  fome  degree  of  credit 
from  that  tranfa6lion,  which  otherwife  he  fhould  not  have  had  the 
vanity  to  have  done.  No  a£l  of  Government,  in  which, he  had 
been 'concerned,  had  ever  had  more  entirely  his  approbation.  If 
ever  there  bad  been  a  circumftance  honourable  to  Government,  and 
advantageous  to  the  nation,  certainly,  this  was  one.  He  did 
not,  he  fald,  expedl  to  have  heard  it  charged  as  a  reproach  to  Goj 
vernment,  that  relinquifhed  the  means  of  corruption — relinquifli- 
ing  the  patronage  which  the  diltribution  of  lottery  tickets, 
amongft  favourites  and  dependants,  naturally  gave  them — but 

.  which  was  as  injurious  to  the  public,  as  difagreeabJe  to  the  ftate. 
Reh'nquifhing  every  obje£l  but  the  benefit  of  the  nation,  they  had 
fairly  applied  the  whole  force  of  the  lottery  to  that  benefit,  in  re- 
ducing one-eighth  of  the  intereft  on  the  whole  national  debt.  He 
thought  he  had  already  fufficlently  explained  the  lotted)'  tranfac- 
tion,  but  if  the  honourable  baronet  thought  proper  he  would  re* 
peat  it  again  and  again.  From  this  the  hon.  baronet  would  fee, 
that  no  fuch  profit  as  he  imagined  had  been  made  by  the  under- 
taking. He  confefled  he  fhould  have  been  glad  to  fee  gentlemea 
who,  with  fo  much  fpirit,  bad  undertaken  to  negociate  <(  prodi- 
gious fum  of  money  for  the  ftate  gain  fomething  for  their  trouble; 
but  whether  they  gained  or  did  not  gain  was  no  confideration  to 

.  the  public,  all  that  regarded  them  was,  whether  better  terms 
could  be  ha^  from  any  other  perfon  or  perfons ;  and  he,  in  the 
moft  folemn  manner,  averred,  that  having  perfonally  or  by  letter^ 
applied  to  almoft  every  monied  man  and  Company  in  England  and 
•in  Ireland,  and  having  received  a  number  of  piopofalsof  various 
kindsj  there  were  none  by  any  means  fo  advantageous  to  the  pub- 
lic as  thofe  which  had  been  agreed  upon.  He  obferved  that  the 
terms  had  been  confiderably  raifed  upon  the  undertakers  this  year, 
and  would  be  ftill  higher  the  next  if  they  had  a  lottery. — They 
had  been  made  to  pay  for  their  own  difcovery  ;  but  as  to  any 
bargain  for  the  next  year,  it  could  be  only  conditional,  as  thi 
event  of  a  war  would  make  it  impoffible  for  any  perfon  to  give 
the  public  fuch  advantageous  terms  as  they  ^ere  enabled  to  give 
now  in  time  of  profound  peace. 

As  to  what  the  hon.  baronet  had  faid^  of  reducing  the  in-* 
tereft  on  the  national  debt,  from  4L  1031.  IQ5.  without  any  be- 
nefit to  compenfate  the  lofs,  he  could  not  fee  how  it  could  be 
done; — no  man  who  received 4I.  percent,  would  voluntarily  rello- 
qui(h  that  fum,  and  take  3I.  loa.  and  furely  the  hon.  baronet  wis 
too  juft  to  compel  men  by  law  to  relrnquifh  their  property.  Be* 
fides,  it  was  impofllble  to  forefee  what  efiFeft  fuch  an  ad  of  power 
might  produce.  But  through  the  medium  of  lottery  men,  the 
very  follies  and  extravagancies  of  mankind  may  contribute  to  the 
benefit  of  the  ftate.  Befides,  lotteries  are  voluntary  taxes ;  not 
to  mention  that  two  thirds  of  the  tickets  are  fold  abroad,  by 
v?hich  a  confiderable  quantity  of  cafti  is  brought  to  the  country* 
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He  obfcrvcd  a  word  had  been  faid  concerning  th6  gambKng.fpirit 
Jntroduccd  by  lotteries.  In  ainftrer  he  would  only  obferve,  that 
^hile  lotteries  weris  cdiitiriued  as  a  mode  of  finance  in  Great  Brl- 
taih,  it  would  be  iifelcfs  to  difcontinue  them  here.  But  he  had 
fomc  fatisfa£lion  in  remarking,  that  the  law  of  the  laft  fefiion,  by 
regulating  infurantc,  had  more  effedtiially  fcftrained  gambling 
than  any  law  which  abfolutely  prohibited  it  would  have  done. 

Upon  the  whole,  he  believed  the  public  would  prefer  the  mode 
of  reducing  by  lotteries  the  iritcrcft  upon  this  debt  one-eighth,  to 
an  excife  upon  the  induftnous  trader  or  manufadurer ;  and  beiilg 
himfelf  of  this  opinion,  and  convinced  of  the  imtncnfc  benefitt 
that  muft  neceffarily  refult  to  the  national  credit,  he  would  main- 
tain the  Utility  of  the  late  tranfadions,  notwithftanding  all  the 
inlinuations  of  difappointment. 

Sir  Francis  Hutchinson  replied,  tliat  when  the  feduftion 
«f  intereft  on  thetreafury  bills  had  been  propofed  laft  year  by  that 
right  hoTii  gentleman,  he  had,  in  his  place,  objeded  to  the  doing 
it  by  a  lottery,  and  had  propofed  that  Government  fhould  fimply 
hold  out  to  the  public  an  offer  of  treafury  bills,  at  a  lower. rate  of 
intereft  ;  and  that  he  had  on  that  oecafion  nientioncd  Mr.  Pel- 
ham's  redudion  of  intercll,  in  the  year  1 750,  as  a  good  example 
to  follow. 


Thursday,  February  7,  1788. 

SirHENRV  Cavendish  requclled  the  attention  of  the  Houfe 
for  a  very  (hort  time.  He  faid  he  underftood  that  the  prefcnt  would 
be  but  a  very  (hort  feffion,  and  he  had  in  a  former  feflion  thrown 
Out  the  idea  of  reducing  the  intereft  6f  money.  He  had  de- 
termined in  his  own  mind  to  bring  forward  the  mcafurc,  but  he 
fhould  not,  at  the  prefent,  make  afiy  motion  on  that  head  ;  at 
the  fame  time  he  was  confident  ttiat  the  fubje^l:  ought  to  be  agi- 
tated ;  it  was  a  fubjeft  of  great  national  iconfequencc,  and  the 
fituationand  circumftanees  of  the  country  were  ripe  for  it ;  for 
his  part  j  -he  fincei?ely  wi(hed  that  the  meafure  fhould  originate  on 
the  fide  of  Adminiftration,  but  if  he  found  that  they  did  not  in- 
tend bringing  forward  fuch  a  meafure,  he  would,  with  very  great 
humility,  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  feffion,  fubmit  to  the  con- 
iideration  of  the  Houfe  a  motion  on  that  (ubjc(5t.  '  '   . 

The  Chancellor  of  fHfi  Exchequer  aflurei  the  hpu. 
baronet,  that  Government  had,  for  thefe  two  years  paft,  enter 
tained  the  idea  of  reducing  the  irttei'eft  of  money  ;  ami  ^yith  that 
view  they  firft  adopted  the  principle  of  redu6lion  of  Interefl, 
with  lowering  it  on  the  public  funds,  which,  ht  faid,  was  laying 
the  foundation  of  a  general  redudlion  of  intereft  qf  money  ;  and 
he  fhould  moft  heartily  concur  with  the  hon.  baronet  in. any  n»ea 
fure  to  extend  the  like  principle  to  private  fecurity. 

Vol.  VIIL  .  L 
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^  Sir  Henry  Cavendish  faid  that  there  was  more  to  the  put* 
i>ofe  cxpreffcd  in  the  5th  of  George  the  Second,  cKapter  the  fc- 
▼enth,  than  if  he  was  fpeaking  for  fevcn  hours  on  the  fubjeft.  ^ 

■I  •     . 

The^HANCELLOR  OF  THE  EXCHEQUER  'then,  i^ritlfout  fur- 
ther preface,  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  al>ill  to  'reduce  the  inkrifi 
9/  money  frBm  Jim  to  Jive  per  cent* 

Leave  was  gi'^n,  afid  it  was  ordered  that  th:e  Ch&ncellor  of  the 
Exdveqaemnd  Sir  H«nry  CaVendtfh  do  prepare  and  brkjg  in  the 
fame. 

.  Mr*  Ma  3  ON.  reported  frofn  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
for  raifmg  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majcfty,  the  following  refo- 
liitio.DS,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  they  were  afterwardi 
read  by  the  Clerk  at  tlie  table,  and  agi-eed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Kefblved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee, 

That  for  aiid  tipon  ^ll'tobacco  which  {hall  be  imported  ihto  thi« 
kingilbm  bet  weep  Lady-day,  17  8B,  and  L^dy-day,  1789,  iriclu- 
fivei  there  fhall  be  paid  down  iti  re^dy  money  net,  without  dif- 
"  tount  or  allo^^ance,  the  feveral  dbties  'fbllfewinj^  j  that  is  to  fay, 
if  the  fame  be  imported  by  any  of  his  Majefty's  fubjeAs,  a  duly 
after  the  rate  of  6d.  for  e^very  pound  weight  thereof;  but  if  the 
fame  be  inxported  by  flrangers,  then  an  additional  duty  after  the 
rate  of  id«  for  every  pound  weight  thereof;  the  faid  duties  to  be 
in  lieu  and  full  fatisfaftion  o'f  all  duties*payable'by  -virf de  df  any 
kB:  or  a6ls  of  Parliament  heretofore  m^de  in  this  kingdom, 

.. ^  That  a  duty  of  6d.  be  laid  for  and  upon 'every  pOutid  weight 
of  tobacco  which  fliall  be  made  and  manufadured  in  this  king- 
dom. 

■  That  thpfe  fhall  be=paid  updnrall  tobacco  which  fhall  be  in  the 
yofTeffion,  ftores,  ot-  warie-houfes  of  any  manufadlurer  pf  tobacco 
ort  the  i5th  day  of  March,  1788,^  in  a  manu£^6lured  ftate  or  in 
the  pfocefs  of  manufa6ture,  a  xiuty  after  the  rate  ^f  i6d.  for 
every'  five  pounds  weight  thereof.- 

That  a' duty  of  6d.  per  pound  weight  be  ^fafd  on  all  coffee 
\<^hich  fliall  be  imported  into  this  kingdom,  from  'the  '25th  day  of 
March,  1788,  to  the '25  th  Ba'y  of  March,  178^,  andToinpro- 
,portion  for  any  greater  or  lefs  quantity  ;  the  faid  duty  to  be  in 
lieu  and  full  fatisfa^lion  of  all  cuftom,  exclfe  or.  other  duties  p.ay- 
.  .abJe,Vy  virtue  of  any  ^^  qt.^S.^  of  Parliament  heretofore  made, 
in  this. kingdom  upon  the-impoftation  thereof. 

Tfiat  a  fmther  duty  of  6d.  be  laid  on  every  -pound  weight  of 
ail  coffee  irttported  during  the  timcaforcfaid  which  ihall  be  dclL- 
vened  out  for  'confifm]pti6n  in  this  kingdom.        : ' 

That  towards  raifing  tlie  fupply  granted 'to  "bra  Majefty,  a 
lax  be  laid  oa  all  travelling  tinkers,  fmiths^  c^ftct^  of 'iroifc  an^ 
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oietaly  and  on  all  perfons  hawking  al^out  tea  or  coffee ;  ,and.oa 
all  hawkers^  pedlars,  petty  chapmen,  or  .any  other  trading  perfons 
going  from  town  -to  toWn^  or  to  other  nien's  houfefi,  and  travel- 
ling either  on  foot  or  with  horfe,  or  otherwife  carrying  to  fell  or 
vxpofing  to  fale  any  goods,  wares  or  merchandizes,  except  the 
real  workers  or  makers  of  any  goods  Or  wares,  within  this  king- 
dom, who  fhall  deal  only  in  felling  fuch  goods  and  war<!s ;  ex 
•cepting  alfo  coopers,  glaziers  and  harnefs-makers. 

That  the  faid  tax  laid  upon  all  hawkers,  pedlars,  petty  chap* 
^meo,  and  other  trading  perfons  as  aforelkid,  he  4qs.  on  .erery 
fuch  hawker,  pedlar,  petty  chapnaan,  or  other  perfon ;  and  allp 
'that  the  further  fum  of  408.  be  laid  on  every  hawker,  pedlar, 
petty  chapman,  and  other  trading  perfon  as  aforcfaidi  travel- 
ling with  a  horfe,  afs?  mule,  or  other  beaft  boaring  or  dni^ing 
'burden,  for  ieach  horfe,  afs,  mule,  or  o'tner  bean;  bearing  or 
•drawing  burden  he  or  (lie  fhall  fo  travel  with,  over  and  above  the 
faid  firft-mentioned  tax  of  403.  from  the  25th  day  of  March, 
1788,  tO'the  25tb  day  of  March,  1789,  inclufive. 

That  towards  raifmg  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty,  a  tax 
be  laid  on  all  perfons  .hawking  about  trees,  ihrubs  and  plants  for 
fale;  and  pn  all  perfons  who  (hall  .(ell  pr  cxpofe  to  fale.in  any 
Hall,  iUad,  (bed,  booth  or  bulk,  or  ptaer  place  not  being  apart 
of  or  b  his  dAvelling-houfe,  any  nc;w  or  old  books>  maps,  prints* 
charts,  papiphlcts  0r  drawings  ;  .and.ev^ry  perfon  who  ihilU  ;foll 
Or  expofe  to  fale^any  glafs  bottles,  not  being  the  maker  orjm- 
.porter  thereof,  or  not  felling  wine,  fpirits,  beer  or  ale  ;.  and  on 
every  perfon  who  fhall  fell  or  expofe  to  fale  old  iron  or  old  lead  > 
and  alfo  on  every  perfon  who  fliall  fell  or  expofe  to  fale  old  clotlici 
ill  any  ftall,  fland,  fhtd,  booth,  bulk,  fhopj  or  other  place,  ex- 
cept fuch  perfons  as  (hall  deal  only  in  felling  ads  of  Parliament  j 
forms  of  prayer,  proclamations,  gazettes,  newfpapers  .or  alma- 
nacks;  or "&&, '  fruit  or  vidlualsi  '     > 

That  the  faid  tax  laid  upon  all  perfons  hawking  about  treei, 
ihrubs  and  plants,  or  felling  or  expofing  to  fale  any  new  or  old 
'books,  maps,  prints,  charts,  pamphlets  or  drawings,  or  felliiig 
Or  expofing  to  fale  any  'glafs  bottles,  old  iron  or  lead,  or  old 
clothes  as  aforefaid,  be  40s.  from  the  25th  day  of  March,  175^8, 
to  the  25th  day  of  March  J  1789,  inclufive. 

That  for  and  upon  every  coach,  chariot,  berlin,  calafh  or 
khaife  with  four  wheels,  which  any  perfon  fhall  keep  in  his  orher 
pofTefilon  at  arty  time  during  the  time  aforefaid,  there  fhall  be  paid 
a  duty  of  4I.  except  cabriolets,  garden  chairs,  hackney  or  iiage 
Carriages,  fend  carriages  kept  by  the  makers  for  fale ;  and  for  and 
Upon  all  chaifes  with  two  wheels,  which  any  perfon  fhall  Jceep  ia 
•his  or  her  poffeffion,  ^duty  of  15s.  except  hackney  chaifes,  and 
chfufe^  kept  by  the  makers  for  fale. 
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That  ^  cluty  of  20S.  be  paid  by  every  perfon  manufafturing 
candles  for  fale  in  this  kingdom  at  any  time  between  the  i^ifi 
'6my  of  March,  t'jiS,  and  the  i5th  day  of  March,  1785. 

That  a  duty  of  26s.  be  {>aid  by  every  perfon  felling  or  manu" 
faduring  paper  hangings  for  fale  in  this  kingdom  at.  any  time 
during  the  time  aforefaid^ 

That  a  duty  of  20s.  be  paid  by  every  perfon  manufaduring 
foap  for  fale  in  this  kingdom  kt  any  time  durii>g  the  tim^  aforcfaid. 

That  every  perfon  felling  tea  or  groceries  by  retail  at  any  time 
during  the  time  aforefaid,  in  any  town  corporate  in  this  kingdom, 
ftiall  pay  a  duty , of  zos.  and  in  any  other  part  of  this  kingdom  a 
duty  of  108. 

That  a  duty  of  20s.  be  paid  by  every  perfon  felling  or  making 
,  any  gold  or  filver  plate  for  fale  in  this  kingdom  at  any  time  during 
the  time  aforefaid. 

That  a  duty  of  20s.  be  paid  by  every  perfon:  who  (hall  keep 
a  tan-yard  or  tan-pit,  or  tan  leather  for  fale  in  this  kingdom,  at 
any  time  during  the  time  aforefaid. 

That  towards  ralfmg  the  fupply  griinted  to  hi*  Majefty  a  duty 
of  40s.  be  paid  by  every  factor  or  perfon  fcUing  home-made 
fpirits  in  this  kingdom,  and  not  being  a  diililler  or  licenfed  as  a 
retailer,  at  any  time  between  the  25th  day  of  March,  1788,  and 
the  25th  day  of  March,  1789,  incluiive. 

That  a  duty  of  468.  be  paid  by  every  perfon  who  fliall  keep 
any  coffee  houfe  in  this  kingdbm  at  any  time  during  the  time 
aforefaid. 

That  a  duty  of  9s.  ild,  per  hundred  weight  be  laid  upon  all 
cordage,  tarred  and  untaired,  imported  into  thij  kingdom  dur- 
ing the  time  aforefaid,  except  from  Great  BritaiB,  France^  and 
the  French  dominions  in  Europe, 

It  was  ordered  that  it  he  an  inftru6tlan  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  and  bring  in  one  or  more  bill  or  bills,  purfuaat 
to  the  refohitions  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  and  the 
refolutions  of  the  committee  of  fupply,  to  infert  <?laufes  in  fuch 
bill  or  bills,  purfuant  to  the  refolutions  of.  the  cominittte  of  waya 
and  means  reported  this  day,  ,         ,       .    >         . 

It  was  ordered  that  it  be  an  inllrn<ftion  to  the  f§iid  eommittec 
to  Infert  a  claufe  or  claufes  in  the  faid  bill  or  bills,  to  oblige  every 
perfon  chargeable  with  the  duty  on  carriages  with  four  wheels, 
and  alfo  on  chaifes  with  two  wheels,  to  return  a  true  account  of 
all  coaches,  berlins,  chariots,  calafties,  and  chaifes  with  four 
wheels,  and  chaifes  with  two  wheels,  kept  by  him,' her  or  tliem, 
under  a  penalty. 
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jft  wa6  ordered  that  it  he  an  inflru^on  to  the  fald  committee 
to  infert  a  claufe  or  daufes  in  the  faid  bill  or  bills,  to  repeal  fo 
much  of  an  ad  paflcd  in  the  twenty-fixth  year  of  his  prefent 
Majefty's  reign,  intitled  an  a6l  for  continuing  the  encourage- 
ment given  by  former  afts  of  Parliament  for  promoting  and  car- 
rying onnnland  navigations  in  this  kingdom,  as  continues  the 
duties  on  carriages,  from  the  25th  day  of  March,  1788,  to  the 
25th  day  of  March,  1789. 

It  was  ordered  that  it  be  an  in(lru6lion  to  the  faid  committee 
to  infert  a  claufe  or  claufes  in  the  faid  bill  or  bills,  that  a  fum  of 
2635I.  be  paid  out  of  the  duties  upon  carriages,  and  applied  in 
the  fame  manner  as  the  duties  by  the  faid  laft  mentioned  ac^  of 
the  twenty-fixth  yfcar  of  bis  prefent  Majefty  were  dire&ed  to  be 
p?id  and  applied. 

A  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Granard  in  the 
county  of  JLongford,  whofe  names  are  thereunto  fubfcribed,  was 
prefented  to  the  Houfe  and  read  ;  fetting  forth,  that  petitioners 
juhderftand  that  an  a<ft  of  Parliament  hath  lately  paffed  in  this 
kingdom  relative  to  the  ms^ufadaring  of  tobacco  ;  that  for  a 
feries  of  years  pad  the  faid  bufinefs  has  been  carried  on  extenfively 
^1  faid  town,  and  his  Majefty's  duties  always  faithfully  difcharg- 
ed  ;  that  there  are  many  mOre  of  the  inhabitants  of  faid  town  in*- 
dined  to  carry  on  faid  bufinefs,  were  it  not  that  they  conceive 
they  are  precluded  by  the  faid  a€i  from  and  after  the  25th  day  of 
March  next,  which  will  greatly  leffen  his  Majefty's  revenue ;  that 
faid  town  is  an  extenfive  market-town,  where  all  forts  of  bufinefs 
is  carried  on,  returns  two  members  to  Parliament,  and  has  a  large 
bjirrack  fufficient  to  contain  three  companies  of  foot,  and  wherein 
a  revenue  officer  always  refides;  that  petitioners  humbly  con-? 
ccive  it  was  intended  by  the  faid  a6k  that  .the  liberty  of  manufac- 
turing tobacco  fhould  be  continued  in  all  towns  returning  mem- 
bers to  Paiiiament,  and  where  a  revenue  officer  is  conftantly  rcfi- 
dent ;  though  by  the  flriA  words  of  the  faid  adl  it  appears  that 
the  inhabitants  of  faid  town  will  be  thereby  precluded  from  the 
peculijarity  of  its  charter,  being  only  a  manor  town,  though  in- 
finitely of  more  trade  and  extent  than  the  greater  number  of  the 
towns  corporate  of  this  kingdom ;  and  if  precluded  by  faid  a£l 
from  carrying  on  faid  bufinefs  it  will  prove  injurious  to  faid  town 
and  the  vicinity  thereof,  as  no  town  where  tobacco  can  be  manu- 
factured is  at  all  contiguous  thereto ;  and  will  prove  very  difad- 
f  antageous  to  all  perfons  living  in  or  near  hid  town,  for  the  want 
of  fuch  e  commodity, 

Mr.  Serjeant  ToLESL  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to 
order,  a  biU  for  the  better  fecuring  the  purchafers  of  lands  under 
decrees  in  Courts  of  Equity ;  which  was  received  and  read  th« 
firii  ^ime,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fccond  time  to-raorro>v. 
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It  wa«  ordered  that  it  be  an  inftmftion  to  tbc  committee  ap^ 
pointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  one  or  more  bill  or  bilfa,  purfuant 
to  the  refplutions  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  mean«  and  the 
refoluttoni  of  the  committee  of  fapply,  to  infert  a  claufc  Gt 
claufes  in  the  faid  bill  or  bilk,  that  all  tobacco  which  (hall  oh  the 
25th  of  March,  1788,  be  warchoufcd,  and  the  duties* bonded, 
fhall  be  fubjeft  only  to  the  duties  to  which  the  fame  wodd  b^ 
fubje^l  if  imported  after  faid  day. 

Alfo  that  upon  all  tobacco  which  ffiaD  be  in  the  flores  of  aiiy  * 
inerchant  or  manufadurer  on  the  25th  of  March,  1 788,  in  th6 
original  package,  and  on  which  the  duties  required  by  law  (halt 
have  been  paid,  there  fhall  be  allowed  fuch  fum  or  fums  as  tht 
duties  paid  on  import  fhall  have  exceeded  the  duties  that  would 
be  payable  if  fuch  tobacco  were  imported  after  faid  day ;  and 
upon  all  tobacco  in  the  ilores  of  any  manufaAurcr  on  faid  day,  in 
a  manufactured  flate,  or  in  the  procefs  0/  manufad^ure,  there 
fhall  be  repaid  fuch  fiyns  as.  the  duties  paid  on  the  import  of  the 
Vnmanufa&urcd  tobacco,  whereof  the  fame  is  made,  fhall  have 
exceeded  the  duties  that  vypuld  be  payable  if  the  fame  yrerc  to  be. 
imported  after  faid  day. 

^The  Chancellor  of  the  Bxchequei^  prefented  to  th< 
Hovfe,  according  to  ordpr, 

A  bill  to  promote  the  linen  and  hempen  manufa6lurcs,  by. 
encjneafing  the  fupply  of  Jrifh  flax-feed,  and  enco'uraging  the 
export  of  linens  and  fail-cloth,  and  for  grs^nting  to  his  Majefty* 
tis  heirs  and  fuccelTors,  the  duties  therein  mentioned. 

A  bill  for  the  advancement  of  trade,  and  for  granting  to  hit 
Majefty,  hi«  heirs  and  fqccdfors,  the  feveral  duties  therein 
mentioned. 

A  bill  for  granting  to  his  Majefly,  his  heirs  and  fucceffora,  cer- 
tain duties  therein  mentioned,  to  be  levied  by  the  commiffionert^ 
for  managing  the  ftamp  duties.* 

Which  were  received  and  read  the  firfl  time,  and  ordered  to  bii 
read*a  fecond  time  to-mprrbw.  . 


Friday,  FfiBRCARy  8,  1788. 

Mr.  Holmes,  in  a  pathetic  manner,  pointed  ovit  the  hardfhipfe 
lind  miferies  that  moll  of  the  debtors  confined  in  the  Four  Courts 
Marfhalfea  fulfer.  He  enunfierated  tbofc  confined  for  particular 
fUms,  and  declared,  that  fome  mode  fhoujld  be  devifed  to  remedy 
ah  evil  that  reduced  fo  many  to  the  utmojft  mifery,  and  renderi!^ 
^hcm  ufelcfs  to  themfelves  and  the  community. 
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A  peti.ti.Qn  of  above  one  hundred  and  forty  perfoni  confined  for 
d?b^  in  ^he  Four-courts  Marfhialfea,  in  behalf  of  themfclTCS  an^ 
all  other  perfon^  under  fimilar  ci,rcumllance»  in  the  different  pri* 
fong  throughout  this  kingdom,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  and 
r?ad  ^  fetting  forth,  that  the  petitioners  are  compofed  chiefly  of 
mechanic^i  manufacturers,  artificers,  tradefmen,  and  perfons  in 
profeifional  lines,  who,  for  the  mod  part,  have  families  depend- 
ing on  them  for  that  fupport  which  the  rigour  of  their  fituations 
h^ve  long  fince  prevented  them  from  earning  ;  that  an  unprovid- 
ed captivity,  without  any  meafure  fixt  to  its  duration,  the  peti- 
tioners feel  to  be  the  heavieft  and  moll  hopelefs  endurance  of  life 
that  can  be  allotted  to  man  ;  a  (late  from  which  they  can  fee  no 
profpedl  of  redemption,  except  through  the  faving  interpofition 
of  a  fupreme  atid  merciful  leciflature  ;  that  the  compaflion  of  thig 
augufl  affembly  was  excited  by  many  of  the  petitioners  who  were 
in  confinement  for  years,  or  previous  to  the  laft  feflion  of  Parlla- 
•  ment,  but  the  bill  which  wras  then'  humaftely  intended  for  their 
relief  fomehow  failing  in  its  progrefs,  at  ofcce  plunged  them  from 
the  fafcinating  expeftations  of  returning  liberty  into  an  agony 
of  difappointment ;  that  by  the  intelledual  and  bodily  rack  of  a 
long  imprffonment,  the  greater  number  of  the  petitioners  arc 
every  way  fo  reduced  (their  fole  dependance  being  the  cafual  do- 
nations of  charity)  that  nothing  under  Providence  but  the  huma- 
nity of  the  great  tribunal  they  are  now  fupplicating  can,  it  1^ 
dreaded,  refcue  them  from  the  deepefl  and  moll  poignant  extreme 
of  human  mifery  ;  that  the  petitioners  of  every  defcription  arc 
willing  to  give  their  creditors  their  all,  their  every  remaining  rem-: 
oant  of  earthly  fubHance ;  and  therefore  praying  the  Houfe  mer- 
cifully to  grant  them  fuch  relief  as  through  their  high  wifdon^ 
and  humanity  they  (hall  judge  meet,  and  that  the  divine  goodnefs 
9^ay  fhed  dotnedic  as  wdlas  national  ble{Iings  on  their  heads. 

A  petition  of  the  merchants,  traders  and  inhabitants  of  the 
town  and  county  of  the  town  of  Drogheda,  whofe  names  are 
thereunto  fubfcribed,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  and  read  ;  fet- , 
Ung  forth,  that  feveral  fums  of  money  havp  from  time  to  time 
been  granted  by  the  Houfe  for  imm-oving  the  navigation  of  the 
river  Boyne,  from  tlie  bridge  of  Drogheda  to  the  fea,  which 
l^ave  been  accounted  for  before  the  commifTioners  of  impred  ac-  , 
counts  ;  that  feveral  large  fums  of  money  have  alfo  been  applied 
out  of  the  funds  of  the  corporation  of  faid  town,  and  expended  in 
aid  of  the  grants  frqm  Parliament,  but  that  the  faid  corporation 
is  unable  to  ,give  further  aid  towards  compleating  the  faid  works, 
and  for  ere^fing  a  market-houfe  in  faid  town  for  the  fale  of  corn, 
of  which  it  is  deftitute,  though  one  of  the  greateft  com  market! 
in  this  kingdoqi ;  that  thie  petitioners  apprehend  it  ti'ill  require  '  ] 

the  fum  of  i2,opol.  to  execute  and  complete  the  fame  ;  that  the  .| 

Petitioners,  fenfible  of  the  great  advantage  that  mull  anfe  to  the  "   A 
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hid  town  '^and  the  trade  thereof,  and  alfo  to  the  adjacent  coun-j 
ties  of  Meath  and  Louth,  from  having  the  improvement  of  faid 
harbour  compleated,  and  the  faid  market-houfe  for  the  falc  of 
com  cre£led,  are  defirous  of  having  a  local  tax  of  fix-pence  per 
ton  laid  on  all  (hipping  that  (hall  enter  the  harbour  of  faid  tovfn  j| 
and  praying  for  leave"  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  faid  purpofes. 

The  Houfe  went  into  a  committee  on  the  great  Money  bill. 

When  the  claufe  for  laying  a  duty  of  los.-  per  barrel  on  all 
foreign  herrings  imported  into  this  kingdomi  <sxcept  Britifh|  was 
read, 

The  Secretary  of  State  faid  he  had  feveral  letters,  againfb 
the  duty,  from  the  city  he  had  the  honour  to  reprefent ;  that  his 
conftituents  had  inftru6ted  him  to  lay  before  the  Houfe  the  great 
injury  and  diftrefs  the  people  of  Cork  laboured  under  by  prevent-r 
ing  the  importation  of  foreign  herrings,  as  there  was  not  a  fuffir 
clency  for  the  home  ponfumption  taken  by  our  own  fifliery  ;  and 
as  they  intended  to  apply  by  petition,  he  hoped  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman,  [tjie  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer]  would  ppft-r 
pone  the  claufe  for  a  few  days,  till  matters  could  be  properly 
arranged  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  ;  and,  be  faid,  he  thought 
he  could  not  hfive  any  objeftion,  as  he  fuppofed  it  was  not  any 
ifaTouritc  objeif^  of  the  right  }ipnpurable  gentleman. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid  he  applauded 
the  right  honourable  gentleman's  attention  to  the  inftruAions  of 
his  conftituents  ;  and  he  had  no  objedlion  to  indulge  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  in  his  requeft. 

The  Secretary  of  State  requefted  to  know  the  reafon  fof 
the  duty  ? 

The  Chancellor  OF  the  Exchequer  anfwered,  the  chief 
reafon  was  to  prevent  the  fmuggling  of  Swedifh  herrings  to  the 
Weft  Indies,  and  another  for  the  encouragement  of  our  own 
fifheries. 

The  Honourable  Denis  Browne  faid  he  was  againft  taking 
pff  the  duty. 

The  queftion  was  put  on  the  claufe,  and  it  pafTed. 

On  the  Speaker's  putting  the  queftion  that  he  fhould  now  leave 
the  chair,  ii^  order  for  the  Houfe  to  go  into  a  comojittee  on  th^ 
loan  bill, 

Sir. Francis  Hutchinson  qbferved  the  impolicy  of  the  terms 
of  the  loan  ;  that  238,9001.  were  to  be  lent  on  trcafury  bills  of 
3I4  168.  per  cent,  ^^hich  being  at  par,  there  was  no  probability 
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that  the  undertakers  would  lofe  by  them  :    That  for  replacing 
400ioool.  now  at  four  cent,  a  like  fum  was  to  be  borrowed  on 
three  and  a   half  per   cent,  debentures,  which,  being   now  at 
ninety,  and  an  advertifement  in  the  newfpapcta  offering  to  buy  ' 
jo,oool's.  worth  of  them  at  that  price,  there  was  no  likelihood 
of  the  undertakers  loling  more  than  400,0001.  by  them  :  That 
as  the  lottery  fever  is  rifmg  evefy  year,  tickets  might  advance  to 
the  price  of  laft  feafon,  viz.  fifty  per  cent,  above  their  real  value  ; 
hpwever  he  would  only  calculate  on  their  felling  as  high  as  laH 
fDmmer,  which,  on  an  average,  was  not  lefs  than  fix  guineas  each, 
at  which  rate  they  would  produce  73,000!.  profit  to  the  underf 
takers,  from  whence  dedudling  the  40,000!.  lofs  on  the  debep- 
^ures,  there  would  remain  a  clear  gain  of  33,000!.  for  thofe  gen'^ 
tkaitUy  which  might  have  been  gained  for  the  (late.     That   he 
Jieed  not  repeat  what  he  had  al^'eady  urged  as  to  the  inexpediency 
of  that  part  of  the  contrail  which  refpeAed  die  year  1789,  viz. 
firft  the  want  of  reciprocity  in  leaving  the  undertakers  free  in  cafe 
,of  war,  and  binding  the  Government  in  cafe   of  peace ;    and 
fecondly  the  monopoly  granted  to  the  undertakers  againft  the 
ftock-holders  over  all  the  four  per  cent,  debentures,  and  all  the 
iour  guinea  per  cent,  vtreafury  bills.     That  he  had  not  heard  the 
,  right  honourable  baronet  adduce  any  one  argument  in  defence  of 
an  Irifh  lottery,  except  that  the  perfons  addi<Eled  to  that  fort  of 
gaming  would  in  that  cafe  game  in  the  Englifh  lottery  ;  he  faid 
it  would  then  probably  be  confined  to  the  gentry,  where  it  would 
Dot  do  near  fb  much  mifchief  tQ  the  public  as  in  extending  to  the 
lower  clafles  of  the  people,  who  would  be  apprehenfive  of  fomc 
unfaimefs  in  a  lottery  drawn  in  another  kingdom  ;  not  to  mention 
that  in  an  Englifh  lottery,  there  would  be  much  fewer  infuranccj 
of  tickets  by  Irifbmen ;: — ^^that  and  the  lofs  of  time  occafioned  by 
inanufadlurers  and  journeymen,  attending  the  drawing  would  be 
prevented.     He  obf]erveJ,  that  though  the  French  financiers  had 
not  the  fpirit  to  lay  afide  that  fource  of  revenue  ariling  from  lot- 
teries, yet  the  moll  celebrated  of  them  ^rere  afhamed  of  it  in  their 
witings,  and  wifhed  to  aboiifh  it. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  declared  he  was 
alhamed  to  trouble  gentlemen  fo  often  on  this  fubjei^,  and  he  once 
for  all  infilled  on  it,  and  he  defired  the  honourable  baronet  to 
diTprove  what  he  faid,  that  the  ternis  on  which  the  lottery  was 
negotiated,  were  mofl  advantageous  to  the  public  that  poflibly 
xrould  be  made  ;  he  faid  he  preferred  the  term^  that  were  made  to 
any  other  that  were  offered,  becaufe  it  led  to  one  great  principle, 
which  was  the  redudlion  of  the  interefl  on  the  national  funds, 
which  mufl  be  ultimately  produftive  of  the  greateft  advantage  to 
the  country. — He  faid  that  3800I.  would  be  the  annual  faving,  a 
Aim  fuificient  to  pay  the  national  interefl  of  95,000!. 

Sir  Francis  Hutchinson  replied,  that  he  coqld  not  admit 
^hc  right  honourable  bfroaet'i  ftatemcnt ;  thi^t  the  new  treafur j 
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bilk  being  al  par,  had  beed  the  effefi  of  his  lottery  loan  of  1787.; 
as  he  could  prove  that  at  the  time  of  his  communicating  that 
fchemeto  the  pubUc,  and  far  fome  tim^  before  it,  the  old  bJB^  Lad 
beea  at  fo  high  a  pr^^iium  as  to  yield  only  from  3I.  i  is.  to  3I.  14s. 
per  cent,  intereft  %o  the  purchaiers.  And  that  as  to  the  merit  he 
pleaded  in  haying  by  his  clofe  loan  of  1787,  r^ifed  the  lottery 
fever  fa  much  higher  than  it  had  been  by  the  open  fubfcrijptioa  of 
1786,  he  infifted  that  as  the  fever  was  raifed  he  ought  if  he  wai 
refolved  to  recur  to  a  lottery,  to  have  availed  himfelf  of  it,  not 
iQ  part  as  he  had  only  done,  but  to  its  full  extent,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  public. 

Mr.  Masom  faid  his  right  honourable  friend  had  gone  as  far  at 
pofiibly  he  could  in  reducing  the  intereft  in  the  public  funds. 
The  intereft  now  was  fufficiently  low,  and  he  hoped  that  a  further 
Tcdu6^ion  of  the  national  intereft  will  not  take  place,  for  in  that 
cafe  it  TXiight  prove  injurious  to  the  country,  by  draiping  it  of 
brge  fupas  of  money  for  the  purpoft  of  making  lodgdaents  in  th^ 
£ngli(h  funds* 

Mr.  CoRRY  faid  that  he  would  not  offer  any  opinion  on  the 
bargain  made  for  the  reduftion  of  the  intereft,  whether  it  was  or 
was  not  the  beft  pofUble  bai^gain  ;  but  he  was  clearly  of  opinion, 
that  the  reduAion  of  intereft  was  a  meafure  infinltejy  preferable 
for  this  country  to  the  ledudtion  of  the  debt — with  the  moft  fincerc 
attachment  to  ceconomy  in  expenditure  he  would  declare,  though  it 
might  appear  at  firft  a  paradox,  that  he  did  not  wi(h  to  fee  one 
ihilling  of  the  debt  difcharged  or  reduced. 

The  loan  bill  was  then  read,  paragraph  by  paragraph, 

Sir  FRANei$  HiTTCMiMSON  objefted  to  that  claufc,  which 
allowed  tickets  to  be  fub-divided  fo  low  as  a  i6th,  allcdging,  that 
as  in  England  a  ten  pound  ticket  could  not  be  divided  into  1 6 
fiiares,  fo  here,  where  the  value  of  a  ticket  was  only  five  pound^ 
they  ought  net  to  be  dividable  into  more  ihan  eight  (hares  ;  that 
there  was  no  reafon  why  that  poifon  fliould  be  retailed  in  cheaper 
dofcsthan  12s.  6d,  each,  as  the  6s.  ^d.  flofe  might  be  pufchafed 
by  every  journeyman,  mechanic,  and  fervant. 

^  The    Chancellor  of  the    Excheouer    objecEled  to  the 
jilteratiqn,  and  the  clauCe  paffed. 

Mr.  Mason  reported  from  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
far  raifmg  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty,  the  following  refor 
}jUtions ; 

Refolved  that  a  duty  of  f  ol.  be  paid  by  every  perfqn  manu-  - 
fadluring  tobacco  for  fak  in  this  kiqgdoaj,  at  any  time  between 
fhe  25th  dav  of  March,  1788,  and  the  2jth  day  of  March, 


Digitized 


by  Google 


]^T$».^    ^  Ii»   E    »   A    T    E    S^    .  155 

,  _  » 

That  a  dirty  of  id.  !)e  paid  Vf  finery  perfoa  taxrfmgw  the 
biifinefs  of  a  pawnbroker,  at  ai>y  time  between  the  zj\h  day  of 
March,  178^  and  the  :55th  day  of  Match,  1789. 

The  Chancellor  of  the    ExciiiqyER.  pre&xUed  to 
Houfe,  aceordfng  to  order, 

A  bill  for  granting  certain  duties  on  carriages. 

A  bill  for  licenfing  hawkers  and  pedlars,  petty  chapmen  and 
pfeher  perfons. 

A  bill  for  granting  certain  duties  upon  Hcenfet  tp  be  taken  oilt 
)i)y  the  feveral  pcrfons  therein  mentioned. 

Which  were  received  and  read  the  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  b« 
read  a  fecood  time  to-morrow. 

A  petition  of  Robert  Watfon  Wade  was  prefented  to  th^ 
Houfe  and  read ;  fetting  fortli,  that  in  the  return  made  to  the 
Houfe  at  the  clofe  of  the  laft  feffipn  of  Parliament,  of  the  feveral 
yv^rrants  drawn  by  the  Navigation  Board  for  the  rivers  Shann<M| 
and  Barrow,  then  due  and  outftanding,  a  warrant  for  2000I. 
dated  I9tb  Odobcr,  .1782,  for  .the  river  Barrow,  was  omitted, 
upon  a  fuppofition  that  the  fame  had  been  difcharged  at  the  trea-r 
fury,  but  which  warrant  remained  then  due  and  unpaid  ;  that  the 
commiflioners  of  impreft  accounts  have  repbrted  to  the  Houfe 
this  feflion  of  Parliament  that  the  expenditure  of  the  faid  fwm  of 
2000I.  has  been  fully  proved  |^cf6re  them ;  but  no  notice  having 
bfeen  taken  pf  faid  warrant  or  its  amount  in  the  fchedule  aa- 
nexed  to  the  aft,  on  of  the  defcft  in  faid  return,  the  faid  fum 
remains  ftill  due  and  unpaid  to  the  petitioner,  who  is  the  holder 
thereof  J  and  praying  the  Houfe  tp  order  payment  thereof. 


Saturpay,  February  9,  1788. 

The  Secretary  op  State  faid  he  had  a  claufe  to  move 
for,  to  be  inferted  in  the  bill  to  promote  the  linen  and 
hempen  manufaftures,  which  ftood  committed  for  this  day, 
which  he.  thought  would,  very  materially  ferve  the  linen  manii- 
lafture  of  this  kingdom  in  general.  The  claufe  went  to  this  ef- 
fed — That  the  bounties  granted  for  encouraging  the  growth  of 
flax,  and  promoting  a  fumcient  fupply  of  Irifh  flax-feed,  which 
he  undcrftood  was  to  be  7000I.  fhould  be  diftributed  in  four  equal 
proportions  among  the  different  provinces  of  this  kingdom.  He 
then  moved,  that  the  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe^  to  whom 
|aid  bill  be  referred,  be  impowfied  to  receive  faid  claufe. 

Mr,  CokR'Y  faid  the  claufie  propofed  by  the  right  honourable 
|cntlcmJ(»%vphcd  a  queftion  of  very  great  importance,  no  lefs 
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than  the  welfare  of  our  ftaple  trade ;  and  as  the  claufe  went  to  a 
total  derangenQcnt  of  the  prefent  fyftem  of  the  linen  board,  he 
hoped  the  eomii^iti^nen^  of  the  bill  would  be  poilponed  for  a  few 
daysy  in  order  to  give  gentlemen  fufficient  time  to  confider  ma- 
turely the  nature  and  probable  eonfequences  of  the  claufe  now 
moved  for  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman}  who»  he  was  well 
convinced,  was  a  warm  friend  ^o  tb?  ftaple  n^nufadture  of  tbii 
kingdom* 

The  Secretary  oj?  State  affured  the  honourable  gentleman, 
that  if  he  imagined  that  the  claufe  would  be  of  the  fraaJlcfl  preju- 
dice to  the  linen  manufadure  of  this  kingdom,  whofe  profpcrity 
he  had  ever  warmly  at  heart,  he  would  be  the  laft  man  in  that 
Houfe  to  propofe  it ;  but  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  claufe  he 
now  moved  for  would  tend  rather  (o  ferv^  tind  encre^e  the  linen 
manufadure.  ^  • 

The  Chancellor  of  the  EiCHEtiUER  obferved  that  the 
linen  bill  was  a  money  bill,  and  by  deferring  it  for  any  long  time, 
it  would  be  impeding  the  public  bufinefs. 

It  was  then  agreed  to  difcharge  the  order  for  the  committal  of 
the  bill  for  this  day,  and  the  claufe  was  received. 

The  Honourable  DenisvBrowne,  aftef  obferving  onthenu- 
mcrous  ftatutes  that  are  in  force  in  this  kingdom  rcfpeding.thc 
fiflieries,  and  that  they  are  become  fo  complicated  as  to  be  at- 
tended with  much  inconvenience,  faid,in  order  to  iirpplify  them  and 
bring  them  under  one  genend  head,  he  (hould  move  fpr  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  explain  and  amend  the  kwf  rflattve  tp  fheJ^erUi 
on  the -eoafls  of  tbit  lingdom. 

Mr.  CoRRY  faid  he  perfe6Uy  coincided  inopiriton  with  the ho» 
nourable  gentleman,  that  a  revifal  and  digeft  of  all  the  fiftier^ 
ads  was  rendered  abfolutely  neceflary. 

Leave  was  given  ^o  bring  in  the  bill, 

Mr.  Mason  reported  the  loan  bill ;  and  on  the  Speaker's  put* 
ting  the  queftipn,  that  the  faid  bill  be  ingrofled, 

Mr.  Parsons  faid  that  the  loan  bill,  and  the  bill  for  reducing 
the  legal  intereft  of  money  in  this  kingdom,  muft  be  conlidered 
together,  as  parts  of  the  fame  fcheme  ;  that  they  both  proceeded 
from  the  fan^e  gentleman,  and  had  evidently  the  fame  objed  ;— 
namely,  the  redudion  of  intereft  ;  and  that  thus  considered  toge« 
ther,  the  defign  and  extent  of  a  fcheme,  now  involved  in  fomc 
obfcurity,  mij^ht  be  difcovered.  Firft,  a  private  contrad  was 
made  by  the  Right  Honourable  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
to  give  the  profits  of  the  lottery  for  two  years,  as  a  premium  bur  ' 
fijiing  down  the  intereft  of  900,oooL  of  debt  from  4  t4  3  I -half 
per  cent,  and  then  the  fame  gentleman  propofcs  a  bill  tb  reduce- 
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the  legal  intercft  of  ffloney  from  fix  to  five  per  cent,  the  opera* 
tion  of  which  muft  be  fuch  a  conliderablc  rife  of  the  funds,  ai 
will  bring  the  J  i,-half  per  cent,  at  Icaft  up  to  par,  and  confc- 
quently  the  lottery  contradlors  will  lofe  nothing  by  the  redud^ioil 
of  the  intereft  of  the  900,000!.  from  4  to  3  i -half  per  cent,  but 
tvill  have  the  whole  profits  of  the  lottery  for  two  years,  amount- 
ing at  a  moderate  computation,  to  140,0001.  a  clear  gain  ; — 
fo  that  while  by  one  bill  he  makes  the  nation  pay  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  intcrtft,  140,000!.  he  propofcs  another  that  wiH  obliquely 
efFe6luate  that  reduftion  for  nothing.  This  is  a  bold  ftroke  of 
'finance.  I  wiD  not  fay,  if  thefe  bins  fhould  pafs,  where  this  im- 
mcnfe  fum  will  be  abforbed ;  whether  by  a  minifter — whether  by 
a  lottery  contradlor — ^whether  by  both — I  will  only  flate  the 
'fav^s. 

Even  if  the  bill  for  reducing  the  intereft  of  money  fhould  not 
jjafs,  fee  what  fort  of  bargain  is  made  for*  the  nation.  The  in- 
tereft of  the  funds,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  has  con- 
trafted  to  reduce  in  this  manner : — ^he  is  to  call  in,  in  the  two 
years,  900,000!.  of  debentures,  which  now  bear  an  intereft  of  4 
per  cent,  and  to  iffue  others  to  the  contraftors  to  the  fame  amount, 
which  are  to  bear  an  intereft  of  3  i -half  per  cent,  and  which  they 
are  to  take  at  par.  But  a  debenture  of  lool.  at  «  i-half  per 
cent,  now  fells  for  90I.  confequently  ioo,oool.  of  fuch  deben- 
tures will  fell  for  90,000!.  the  lofs,  therefore,  to  the  contra6iors,  ■ 
on  each  100,000^  will  be  but  io,oooI.  and  the  lofs  upon  the 
900,000!.  but  90,000!.  It  will  then  ftand  thus  : 
The  profits  of  the  lottery  for  two  years  £,  140,000 

The  lofs  on  the  reduftibn  of  9oo,oooL  of  dcben- 1 
tures,  from  4  to  3  i-half  per  cent.  3    9^'^^^ 

Gain  of  the  contraflors.  —  —         50,000!. 

For  the  net  piofits  of  the  lottery  for  two  years  140,000!.  muft 
be  confidered  a  moderate  eftimate,  fince  the  tickets  fold  laft  year 
at  an  average  of  7I.  each,  and  fince  there  is  the  higheft  probabi- 
lity that  they  will  fell  much  higher  this  year,  for  at  this  day  the 
price  of  Englllh  tickets  is  18I.  15s.  4|d.  and  Irifh  tickets  being 
naif  the  vdltie,  if  fold  at  the  fame  rate,  fliould  be  above  9I.  78.  6d. 
it  alfo  appears  from  the  guinea  chances  now  felling  at  the  lottery 
offices,  eight  of  which  are  in  real  value  only  equal  to  one  Irifii 
ticket,  and  that  without  even  Goveniment  fccurity,  are  fold 
for  9I.  48.  The  tickets  ought  therefore  to  be  fold  by  Govern- 
ment at  the  loweftfor  61.  15s.  each,  that  is  ll.  155.  profit,  which 
on  40,000  tickets,  would  bring  into  the  Treafury  70,000!.  each 
year,  or  140,000!.  in  the  two  years.  If  none  of  the  offers  made  ' 
to  the  minifter  were  fo  high  as  this  now  ftatedj^  it  muft  be  ow 
ing  to  the  ftrangc  incorporation  of  two  meafurcs,  which  fhouid 
have  been  kept  diftinA  ;  the  fale  of  the  tickets,  and  the  reduction 
of  the  iiitereft  of  the  debt ;'  becaufe  this  fubjeAcd  contradors  to 
wuch  unneceffary  rifle  :  not  only  to  the  rl(k  upon  any  fall  in  the 
price  of  the  lottery   tickets,  but  to  any  fall  in  the  price  of  the 
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ddboaitures*     The  contnifiQrs^ .  four  private  |>qrron$x  and  /thofe 
men  o£  no  very  great  confequfcncc,  for  two  of  them  .are  clerks  ui 
the  poft-oificcy  the  third  a  notary  public,  and  the  fourth  fonre 
Dtherobfcure  individual,  could  fiot  be  fuppofed^o  run  a  rifle  upon 
fuch  a  confiderable  fum  as  two  jotteries  and  90C)Oq61.  in  deben- 
tures, in  all  above  1,300,0001.  without  being  paid  for  it  enor- 
moufly.     It  is  the  ftate  that  ftiould  run  fuch  riiks  as  thefe^  .which 
individuals  wifl  never  do  but  at  a  moH  ufurious  premium,     XHc 
•number  of  bidders  were  alfo  much  diminifhed  by  this  w^y  of  com- 
plicating the  lottery  and  debentures,  for  none  but  great  fpecula- 
tifts^  or  fuch  as  are  in  the.fecretsof  the  financier,  would  venture 
to  engage  in  fuch  a  ftupendous  undertaking*     For  what  purp9fc 
then,  I  afk,  was  this  cotnplicatiori  ?    was  it  to  intimidate  other 
bidders,  «md  fan£lion  a  monopoly*,  to  thefe  friends  of  the  minif- 
•ter  ?  "Was  it  to  obfcure  and  cloud  the  whole  Icheme  1  to  render  it 
unintelligible  to  the  public  ?  which  it  has  already  done  fo  -effe^lu- 
^y,  that  many  I  have  converfed  with,  had  only  a  confufed  idqi 
,that  the  lottery  would  reduce  the  intereft  .of  the  debt  by  Tome 
ftrangekind  ofnecromanqy,  which  they  could  not  comprehend/ 
and  which  they  could  not  believe,  that  money  raifed  in  atny  other 
•way,  than  by  that  mofl  peraiciqus  of  all  others,  would  be  abk  to' 

He  faid  that  there  was  a  moft  alarming  advantage  tak^n  of  the 
complication  and  confufion  of  this  meafure  t  an  attempt  was  mad^ 

-to  lead  this  Houfe  and  the  publig,  into  the. perfuafion,  that  the 
intereft  of  money  in  general  might  be  reduced  from  fix  to  five  per 
cent.  It  had  been  repeatedly  j£Id  by  the  right  hpnourabk  gen-* 
tleman,  "  that  the  intereft  of  mon<;y  on  Government  fecurit»y, 
was  now.  reduced  from  4  to  3  i -half  per  cent,  that  an  -cxperinjent 
had  nDwieen  made  on  the  Funds  of  the  nation,  and  that  the  event 
had  proved  that  the  nation  was  now  rjpe  for.  a,  general,  red  u^ion 

'of  intereft."    .But»  there  ncv^r  was  a,greater,  or  more  auda<?ious 

jfallacy.  How  could  Government  bo  (aid  to  get  money  gt  3  i-half 
percent,  when  looL  debenture  at  that  intereft  fells  but  for  96I. 

-whereas,  if  that  aHertion  was  true* .  it  would  fell  for  i  opl.  I  will 
not  now.  pretend  to  fay  whether  the  rtduftion. of  intereft. in, gene- 
ral is  a  wife  meafure  or  no,  but  certainly  it  is  a-  moft  important 
one,  and'  I  muft  again  and  ^gaiu  reprobate  the  atternpt  to  lead 
.gentlemen  into  it  by  fuch  an  illufion.     The  attempt,  howeveff 

-  fhewshow  the  two  meafures  are  interwoven,  and  that  they  mike 
but  one  fyftem,  and  that  a  fyftem  too,  vdiichil  muft  fay  has  thd 
extreme  either  of  folly  or  of  fraud  at  the  bottom  of  it.  To  find 
down  the  intereft  of  the  debt,  even  if  the  bill  for  a  general  reduc- 
tion of  intereft  (hould  not  pafs,  would  be  an  unwife  me;ifure.  In- 
tereft on  Government  fecurity,  was  even  now  a  little  below  4  per 
cent,  as  debentures  at  3  i-hsdf  fold  for  90L  and  that  if  the  inte- 
reft (hould  fink  lower  than  it  is  no.w,  after  this  plan  for  the  reduc-* 
tioa  from  4  to  3  i-half  per  cent,  ihall  have  taken  place^ :  GoveriK 
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Xftcnt  will  not  be  able  to  profit  by  it,  unkfs  it  (hould  fall  evtti  bt- 
low  3  I -half  per  cent. 

!He  thep  faid  he  would  flate  what  he  believed  to  be  the  wifeft 
plan.  Firft  to  fell  the  lottery  ticl^ts  unincimibered  wfth  atiy 
projeft,  at  the  lowed  profit ;  they  would  bring  each  year  at  feaft, 
i(  70,oool.  into  the  Treafury  ;  then  inftead  of  fining  down  the  in- 
i  tcreft  of  the  debt«  reduce  wiih  this  futfi  the  debt  itielf ;  you  wJll 
'  by  this  not  only  reduce  the  priticipal  of  the  debt  i40,oooL  ia 
the  two  years,  biit  you  will  reduce  the  aggreg-ate  of  the  intcrefl: 
alfo,  and  in  a  grreater  degree  than  by  the  plan  of  the  minifter ;  fbr 
theintereft  of  140,000!.  the  rediidion  of  the  debt  in  the  tv^o 
years  is  at  four  per  cent.  5600I.  a  year,  whereas  the  redudion  of 
the  intereft  of  900,2001.  from  four  to  3  i-half  per  cent,  is  but 
4500I.  a  year  ;  befides,  the  moment  you  begin  to  pay  off  the  prin- 
cipal your  funds  will  certainly  rife,  and  you  will  probably  be  able 
at  the  end  of  the  two  years,  to  call  in  a  great  part  of  your  deben- 
tures at  four  per  cent,  and  iffue  out  others  at  3  i-half  or  3-5 
i-fpurths  according  as  your  funds  rife  without  any  premium. 
See  then  the  different  ftatciwhich  your  financiers  would  be  in  atthe 
end  of  the  two  years  ;  if  you  were  to  follow  what  I  propofe  itifte^ 
of  the  fchcme  of  the  right  honourable  member,  the  intereft  of  your 
debt  will  be  i  lool.  a  year  lefs  than  by  his  fcheme ;  the  debt  itfelf 
will  be  140,0001.  lefs,  and  a  great  probability  of  being  able  wWi- 
out  any  expence  to  reduce  £he  iriteVeil,  of  the  remainder ;  whkh 
fcheme  I  afk  then  is  to  be  preferred  ? 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  includes  alfo  the  redu£lion 
of  intereft  on  Exchequer  bills  in  his  fcheme,  which  can  be  for  no 
other  purpofe  but  to  render  it  more  complex,  and  becaufe  he  wotild 
not  fuffer  that  even  thefe^fhould  be  exchanged  without  fending 
them  through  the  hands  of  his  contraAors,  for  as  ^t  the  reduced 
intereft  they  were  at  par  laft  year,  and  are  at  par  this  year,  there 
can  be  no  lofs,  there  can  be  no  favour  in  the  negotiation  of  them  ; 
nay)  if  intereft  in  negotiation  fhall  be  reduced,  they  will  rife  in 
Talue  and  bear  a  confiderable  premium,  which  will  alfo  fall  into 
his  contraftors,  and  who  at  any  rate  will  fnatch  fome  profit  from 
them  in  their  tranfit. 

•  He  faid,  he  alfo  objefted  to  the  duration  of  the  fcheme.  After 
the  very  difadvantageous  negotiation  the  nght  honourable  mem- 
ber made  of  the  lottery  laft  year,  h^  came  with  a  bad  grace  to 
dcfire  we  ftiould  truft  to  his  negotiation  for  two  years.  Laft  year 
the  profits  of  the  whole  lottery  were  given  to  the  fame  fet  of  con- 
traftors  for  exchanging  20,oool.  worth  of  Debentures  at  four  per 
cent,  for  200,oool.  at  three  i-half  per  cent.  ;  but  thefe  laft  be- 
ing at  90I.  they  loft  on  that  exchange- biit  20,oool.  The  tickets 
they  fcfld  at  about  7I.  each,  which,  on  40,000  tickets  was  a  pro- 
fifof^o,oool. 

He  faid  he  muft  alfo  objed  to  a  clofe  lottery,  as  this  .vas  called. 
The  right  honourable  member  himfclf  had  acknowledged  that 
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all  lotteries,'  antecedent  to  the  laft,  had  been  corruptly  difpofed 
of  f  and  after  fuch  an  acknowledgment,-  every  tranfaaion  rclatlvt 
to  them  from  henceforth  could  not  bo  too  public.  After  foch  ati 
acknowledgment  as  to  the  pafty  one  cannot  help  being  fafpiciout 
as  to  the  future, -and  a/king,  wliy  is  this  negociation  private  ?  Why 
are  the  fame  contraftors  that  were  employed  laft  year  feleftcd  for 
this  year,  and  for  the  next  year  ?  How  came  foUr  men,  fo  obfcurc/ 
to  be  fixed  upon  ?  How  came  four  fuch  men  to  afpire  to  fo  ex- 
travagant an  enterprize  r  By  what  arguments  were  they  prevailed 
upon  to  dare  the  negotiation  of  130,000!.  ?  As  they  could  not  at- 
tempt fuch  an  engagement  of  themfelves,  who  is  to  back,  and  ta 
fupport  thein  ?  "Who  are  to  be  their  fccret  copartners  ?'  It  is  our 
peculiar  duty,  to  whofe  care  tne  purfe  of  the  nation  is  cbnitnlttedy 
to  enquire  into  thefe  things,  and  io  proted  it  againft  the  firadd  or 
folly  of  minillers.  If  the  national  iaterelt  fhall  be  I'educed,  thcte 
will  be  a  lofs  demonftratively  of  1 40,000!. — if  it  (hall  not  be  in- 
duced, there  will  be  59,000!.  loft  to  the  nation ;  loft  to 
the  honeft  creditors  of  the  public,  for  the  aggV^ndizcmenf,  if  hot 
of  minifters,  of  ftock-jobbers  and  lottery  mongers.  A  lottery 
is,  of  all  others,  the  moft  mifchievous  tax  ;  it  is  a  tax  upoi^  the 
morals,  a  tax  upon  the  honefty,  and  a  tax  upon  the  induflry  of 
the  people  ;  whrch,  with  a  wife  legiflature,  fhould  be  tHc  laft 
objefts  of  taxation.  But  fince  it  is  decided  that  we  arc  to  have 
the  plagues  of  a  lottery  ;  let  us  take  care  to  have  the  profits  oi 
it  alfo. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  ExcHEQifER  ofcferved  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  afferted  that  no  redu6lion  on  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  public  funds  had  taken  place ;  this  was  an  aflfertiort 
he  did  not  well  underftand,  when  the  fad  was,  that  4oo,oooL 
were  borrowed  at  3  ^  per  cent.  The  honourable  gentlcmas  has 
objefted  to  a  clofe  bargain  ;  and  lie  has  faid,  that  if  a  different 
mode  was  adopted  for  the  negociation  for  the  lottery,  more  bid-* 
ders  would  have  offered  J  but  that  was  a  general  aiTcrtion  which 
did  by  no  means  apply.  In  England,  the  advantages  arifing'from  a 
clofe  bargain  liave  been  experienced  foi  feveral  years^  and  is  now 
the  mode  conftantly  adopted.     He  alked,  would  the  hoirotnyblc 

fentlemen  have  Government  hawk  about  tickets,  one  by  one  ? 
le  would  alfo  inform  the  honourable  gentleman  that  tickets  are  , 
a  very  flu6luating  article  ;  and  he  knew  it  to  be  a  faft,  that  within 
three  weeks  of  the  drawing  of  the  laft  lottery,  there  was  a  varia- 
tion of  twenty  fliillings  in  the  price  of  tickets.  He  faid  he  now 
once  for  all  contended,  that  a  profit  to  the  nation  had  accrued  of 
381 6L  annual  faving,  by  means  of  the  terms  on  which  he  negoti- 
ated the  lottery,  namely  2000I.  on  debentures  reduced  from  4 
to  3^  per  cent,  and  i8i61  on  Treafury  bills  reduced  from4l. 
I  IS.  3d,  to  3I.  1 6s.  o^d.  percent,  intereft ;  which  fum  of  3816I. 
would  pay  the  intereft  of  95,000!.  at  4  per  cent. ;  and  lie  lite-' 
wife  informed  the  honourable  gentleman  that  the  purchafcrs  of 
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the  lottery  mufl  make  a  dcpofit  in  the  courfe  of  the  current  y:ejr 
of  SoojODpl.  which  advance  would,  in  all  probability,  be  attend- 
ed with  fo^e  benefit  to  Government,  and  certainly  not  of  any 
emolument  to  themfelves. 

Mr.  Burgh  (of  Oldtown)  wiflied  to  know  when  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  [the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^  and  the 
hoiioarablc  baronet  [Sir  Henry  CavendifhJ  would  bring  in  the 
bill  for  the  rcduftion  of  the  intereft  of  money.  He  faid  it  wa^ 
a  mcafure  of  the  higheft  importance,  and  {hould  be  confidered 
with  every  poflible  attention,  and  ought  not  to  be  precipitated, 
,  He  wi{hed,  however,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  a^i* 
tated  that  queftion  previous  to  the  loan,  as  it  would,  in  all  pror 
bability,  be  thie  means  of  his  procuring  better  terms. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  aflured  the  honoiira^ 
ble  gentleman  that  there  was  not  the  fmalleft  intention  to  pre- 
CipitaH  the  meafure,  on  the  contrary,  every  reafonable  time 
would  be  given  to  that  honourable  gentleman,  and  to  every  other 
honourable  gentleman^  to  confider  it  maturely — ^but  the  meal^r^ 
of  reducing  the  intereft  of  money  cbuld  not  pofiibly  be  brought 
forward  at  an  earlier  time — and  the  loan  bill  could  not  be  delayed ': 
he  obferved,  what  he  hoped  would  give  great  pleafure  to,  every 
gentleman  in  that  Houfe,  that  the  whole  funded  debt  is  now 
brought- to  3i  per  cent.  He  faid  he  would  not  bring  in  $ht  bill 
for  fome  days.  In  order  to  give  gentlemen  tinic  to  give  the  fub- 
jeft  €very  poi&ble  inveiligation, 

•  '  c    . ,    . ' 

Mr.  Burgh  declared,  he  did  hot  mean  to  give  any  decided 

opinion  as  to  the  queftion  of  reduction  ;  but  why  he  wiHied  it 

had  been  earlier  agitated  wasj  that  had  it  been  known  that  fuch 

a  meafure  viras  to  be  brought  forward,  better  terms,  in  negociat- 

ing  the   loan  woulo,  in  all  probability,-  have  been  had.     He  was 

confident  that  the  mercantile  intereft  of  this  kingdom  wcUld  He 

much  benefited  By  a  redu6lion  of  intereft ;  he  faid  he  had.  a  glaufe 

to  propofe  to  the  biH  for  rendering  the  paynient  of  intcirejl  .irioney 

more  effectual ;  for,  he  faid,  there  were  feveral  inftances  where  a 

great  arreai*  of  intereft  had  accrued;  wliich  vsras  feverely  felt  by  a 

great  natnber  of  perfons,  who  depended  chiefly  for  fubfiftende  on 

the  intereft  money  of  fums  charged  oh  lafided  properly.     He 

would  not  then  ^rgue  the  principle  of  the  bill,  but  he  was  cer* 

tain  the  principle  of  his  clauf6  wacs  a  good  one,  aftd  ought  to  \k 

adniitted. 

Sir  Henry  Cavendish  fubmitted  it  to  the  honourable,  gen- 
tleman, whether  it  would  not;  be  better,  to  propofe  his  claufein 
another  ffage  of  the  bufinefs*^  At'  the  fame  time  he  obferved,  that 
there-was  aiaw  already  exifting  in  this  country,  that  in  cafe  of 
an  airrear  6f  a  year  and  st  half  oF^itereft,'  the  party  tnlghl  aj)ply 
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t6  the  coQit  to  have  a  receiver  appointed.  For  his  part,  he  wifccd 
the  bill  to  be  brought  in  as  foon  as  poflible,  for  in  all  probabiKty 
there  may  be  pcrfons  who  will  find  themfclvcs  interefted  in  the 
event  of  it.  He  obfetved  that  a  clamour  was  raifed  againft  the 
pfieafure,  but  he  was  inclined  to  believe  tjiat  it  proceeded  from 
ho  other  than  interefted  and  felfifli  views, 

Mr*.  George  Ponponby  faid  he  differed  in  opinion  with  rc- 
fpeft  to  the  bill  for  the  ieduftidn  of  intereft ;  he  thought  it  a 
meafure  highly  detrimental  to  this  country  ;  as  for  his'part  he  wai 
a  payer  and  not  a  receiver  of  intereft,  bu^  from  the  beft  infbnna- 
lion  he  had  received,  it  was  by  n6  means  that  beneficial  rfteafiirc 
It  bad  been  reprefented,  and  he  was  confident  that  the  firft  in- 
formation and  ftridleft  inveftigation  was  necefiary  for  a  fubje£^  of 
fuch  importance,  and  he  wiftied  to  know  when  the  bill-was  to  be 
brought  in.  ....,,...  v  ,     . 

The  Chancellcb.  of  the  Exch?q^er  faid  the  fubjed 
ought*  to  be  taken  up  oii  a  broad  principle  ;  however' it  rouft  b^ 
obvious  to  every  perfon,  that  if  in  one  country  intereft  is  at  fix 
per  cent,  and  in  another  only  at  five  per  cent,  one  country  la- 
bours, in  point  of  trade,  under  a  very  great  difadvantage.  He 
faid  he  ftiould  introduce  the  bilj  irf  the  courfe  of  th^  next  week. 

The  Solicitor  General  faid  there  was  no  queftion  before 
the  Houfe,  and  the  beft  way  for  expediting  public  bufinefs  would 
be  to  call  for  the '  order  of  the  day  ;  but  as  the  bill  for  the  re-; 
du(5iion  of  iutereft  had  been  mentioned,  he  owned  he  looked  upon 
h  as  a  fubjcd  bf  the  higheft  national  importance,  and  he  felt  him- 
felf  at  prefent  inclined  to  vote  agairtft  it ;  hb'ivever,  'Wheii  it  fhould 
come  on  to  be  difcuffed,  for  hid- part  ht  would  come  tor  the  Houfe 
and  give  a  vote,  arifing  from  cdnvidion  only,  and  fik)m  an  unbi^ 
affed  judgment.         •  .   ...  u.  .  ••. 

r.  •      , 

Mr.  Mason  reported  from  the  committee  of  ways  md  means 
the  following  refolutions,  which  were  agreed  to-by'ihie  Hoofe. 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee. 

That  for  and  upon  every  almqpack  or  calendar  for  any  one  par- 
ticular year,  or  for  any  time  lefs  thaq  a  year,  which  ftiaU  be  print- 
ed on  onefjde  only  of  any  one  (heefor  piece  of  paper  only,  there 
(ball  bepaki  a  further  duty  of  li,  and  for  and  upon  every  other 
almanack  or  calendar  for  any  one  particular  year,  a  further  duty 
of  2d. 

That  every  perfon  felling  fpirits  by  retail  within  the  city  of 
Dubhn,  or  five  miles  thereof,  (hall  pay  a  duty  of  los.  over  and 
above  all  duties  an4  rates. payable  during  the  time  aforefaid. '  •     * 

It  was  ordered  that  it  be  an  inftru£^ion  to  the  committee  ap.- 
poihted  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  to  explain  and  amend  an 
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aft  intitlcd  art  aft  for  improving  the  police  of  the  city  of  Dublin, 
ajid  for  other  purpofes^  to  infert  a  claufe  or  claufes  in  the  faid 
bill,  that  the  duty  of  lol.  upon  every  perfon  carrying  on  the  bu- 
finefs  of  a  pawn-broker;  and  alfo  the  duty  of  los.  upon  every 
perfon  felling  fpirits  by  rftai}  within  the  city  of  Dublin,  or  five 
miles  thereof  J  be  collefted  by  the  commiffioners  appoii^ted  by  the 
faid  aft,  and  applied  to  the  purpofes  of  the  faid  aft. 

Alfo  that  it  be  an  inftruftion  to  the  faid  committee  to  infert  a 
daufe  or  claufes  in  the  faid  bill,  that  the  duties  upon  all  pcrfons 
hawking  about  trees,  fhrubs  or  plants  for  fale  ;  on  all  peifons  who 
/hall  fell,  or  expofe  to  fale,  in  any  flail,  (land,  Aied,  booth  or 
bulk,  pr  other  place,  not  being  a  part  of  or  in  hia  dwelling  houfe, 
any  new  or  old  books,  inaps,  prints,  charts,  pamphlets  or  draw- 
ings ;  and  on  ev<?r}'  perfon  who  (hall  expofe  to  fale  any  glafs  bot- 
tles, not  bping  the  maker  or  importer  thereof,  or  not  felling  wioe, 
fpirits,  beer  or  ale  ;  and  alfo  qn  (jvery  perfon  who  (hall  fell,  or 
cxpofe  to  fale,  any  old  iron  or  old  {cad  \  |ind  alfo  on  every  per- 
fon who  (hall  fell,  or  expofe  to  fale,  old  clothes  in  any  ftall,  (land, 
(hed,  booth>  bulk,  fhop  or  other  place,  be  colleftedby  the  com- 
miifioners  appointed  under  faid  aft,  and  applied  to  the  purpofes 
of  the  faid  aft.       '         '       ' 

Alfo  that  it  be  an  inftruftion  to  the  committee  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  one  or  moi;p  t>ill  or  bills^  purfuant  to  the 
refolutions  of  the  committee  of  fupply,  to  infert  a  claufe  or  clau- 
fes in  the  faid  bill  or  bills,  that  the  further  duties  laid  on  alma- 
nacks and  calendars,  and  the  di^ty  qn  Purlin  directories,  be  ap- 
plied in  the  firft  place  towards  the  difchar|;c  pf  the  io|ere{l  of  the 
fum  of  3000].  granted  in  the  laft  feffipn  to  the  jproyoft,'  fellows 
and  fchc^ars  of  the  College.of  the  holy  ^nd  undivided  Trinity  of 
Queen  Elizabeth,  near  Qi^bliiiSy  for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  on 
the  fquare  ii>  the  faid  College,  called  the  pariiament-fq;uare,  agree- 
ably to  the  terms  fet  forth  in  their  petition  prefented  to  this 
Houfe  the  laft  feilion  of  Parliament ;  and  the  reiidue  towards 
defraying  the  neceifary  expences  of  Government*  ' 


Monday,  February   ti,  1788. 

The  loan  bill  being  read  a  third  time, 

Mr..PARSONS  faid  he  muft  ftill  conAnue  to  complain  that  Go- 
vernment had  not  made  fo  good  a  bargain  as  they  might  have 
done,  had  they  fold  the  tickets  in  fmall  portions  ;  and  he  thought 
that  as  the  national  rate  of  intereft  was  now  to  be  reduced  from 
6  to  5  percent,  the  undertakers  of  the  lottery  might  have  afford- 
ed more  advantageous  terms  than  they  had  given  to  the  public^ 

M  2       •      ' 
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Mr.  FiTZHERBERT  faid  the  arguments  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  feemed  all  to  refolve  themfelves  into  this  queftion— 
would  it  have  been  belter  for  the  public  that  the  loan  fhould  be 
connected  with  a  clofe  lottery',  or  that  Governnlent  fhould,  as 
upon  former  occafions,  fell  out  the  tickets  In  fmall  parcels'? 

It  would  not,  he  faid,  be  a  very  dignified  meafure  of  Govern- 
ment to  enter  into  a  retail  trade,  and  above  all  trades  Government 
was  leail  fitted  for  that  of  retaillug  lottery  tickets — it  was  .a  kind 
of  bufinefs  which  could  be  only  purfued  to  profit  by  private  per- 
fons,  whofc  whole  attention  mud  be  devoted  to  it.  There  was 
then  but  one  thing  that  Government  could  have  done,  which 
was,  diligently  to  jcek  out  and  encourage  propofals  from  as  many 
competitors  as  they  couy  poflibly  find.  This  had  been  done,  a 
great  number  of  propofals  had  been  received^  fome  of  them,  par- 
ticularly from  perfons  at  this  fide  of  the  water,  very  liberal  ones ; 
and  he  v/ould  even  venture  to  afTur?  the  Houfe,  in  the  moil  folemo 
manner,  that  the  very  highcil  wercthofe  accepted  of. 

Mr,  BusHE  faid  the  honourable  gentleman  wlio  fpoke  lad  but 
ofie,  had  taken  up  an  opinion  which  required  one  word  of  pbfer- 
vation.  He  had  alTerted  that  lotteiy  tickets  had  been  fold  at  7I. 
and  had  therefore  inferred  that  Government  fhould  have  got  7I. 
for  each- ticket  of  the  prefcnt  year.  This  was  an  odd  kind  of  rea- 
foning  indeed.  A  man  might  eventually  fell  an  article  for  7I.  and 
therefore  he  was  expeded  to  purchafe  it  at  that  price  in  the  firft 
inftance  ;  biit  if  tlie  honourable  gentleman  would  take  the  trouble 
of  a  nioment's  reflec^ian,  he  would  perceive  that  the  circumftance 
of  the  lottery  being  clofe  was  the  very  thing  that'  enabled  the 
undertakers  to  fell  fome  tickets  at  7I.  as  it  enabled  them  to  fup- 
ply  the  market  in  proportion  to  the  demand,  and  to  riflf,  per- 
haps, the  drawing  of  a  number  which  might  have  laih  upon  their 
hands,  a  circumitancc  of  which  Government  could  not  pofTibly 
make  a  likeadvantagp.  •• 

The  Secretary  of  State  iaid  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  feemed  to  take  it  for  granted,  that  when  the  national  rate 
of  interell  fhould  be  reduced-  to  5  per  cent,  the  value  of  Govern- 
ment debenture*  and  treafury  bills  would  fall ;  but  this  was  by  tin 
means  a  confequcnce  to  be  expected.  He  remembered  perfedly 
well  when  Government  could  readily  borrow  at  4  per  cent,  though 
private  perfons  could  not  get  money  at  6.  FuUic  credit  might 
nc  very  high  at  the  fame,$ipe  that  private  credit  was  i^  a Jow 

The  quellion  \ras  then  put,  and  the  bill  pafled  unanimoufly. 

The  Secretary  of  State  moved  to  ameild  the  claufe  im- 
pofing  a-  duty,  of  ten  fhillings  pn'  each  barrel  of  herrings,  and, 
jnftcad  of  the  word"**  ten," 'that  the  word  <^  four^*  ihould  be 
inferted,  > 
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HeYaid  he  koew  that,  by  this  motion,  he  encountered  flrong 
and  general  prejudices  in  favour  of  the  Irifh  fiihery.     He  ac-. 
knowledged  the  importance  of  the  objed,  and  profefled  himfclf 
to  be  as  warm  a  friend  to  the  attainment  of  it  as  any  man  in 
the  kingdom ;  but  fafd,  that  the  difference  of  opinion  between 
the  too  fanguine  fupporters  of  this  meafure  and  hiriifelf,  Was  this 
—whether  it  was  to  be  forced  by  a  prohibitory  diity,  which  w^3 
their  opinion,  or  by  a  high  duty,  with  6o,oooL  given  for  its 
encouragement,  and  a  large  bounty  on  the  ekport,  which  was  his 
decided  opinion  j  and,  fpeSiking  as  he  did  in  a  fpirit  of  the  fulleit 
convidion,  he  requefted  his  reafons  (hould  be  attended  to,  and 
that  he  fhould  be  anfwered  by  argument,  and  not  over-ruled  by 
numbers.     He  faid  that  a  right  honourable  friend  of  his,  afting, 
he  was  perfuaded,  ^niore  from  public  than  private  motives,  had 
given  20,cxDoL  of  his  own  property  for  this  national  purpofe-j 
that  Government  had  co-operated  with  his  fpirited  efforts,  by 
advancing  20,6ool.  of  the  public  money  in  j:hi8  great  adventure, 
and  alio  a  further  fum  of  i  o,oool.  given  by  other  gentlemen  of* 
the  fame  part  of  the  kingdom.     Thofe  great  encouragements, 
with  a  high  duty  on  the  import,  and  a  large  bounty  on  the  ex- 
[  port,  were  either  a  Jufficient  preference,  or  the  objedi  was  not  of 

public  utility;  He  thought  that  no  prohibitory  duty  fhould  have 
been  impofed,  till  it  fhould  appear  that  we  were  able  to  fupply 
ourfelves  with  thi»  neeefl'ary  of  life,  of  commerce,  and  manufac-> 
ture.  This  was  his  opinion  when  the  prohibitory  duty  was  firil 
moved.  He  oppofed.it  with  all  his  ftrength,  but  the  fplendour 
of  the  offer  had  dazzled  the  eyes'of  the  public  ;  and  perhaps  the 
partiality  of  that  Houfe  to  a  worthy  member,  rellored  to  ii 
beyond  all  hope,  had  added  to  the  public  delufion.  Having  op- 
pofed  this  meafure  in  eveiy  flate  of  its  progrefs,  and  pledged 
himfelf  to  the  Houfe. to  renew  his  oppofition  to  it^  oil  the  failure 
of  a  fufficient  fupply,  he  was  bound,  that  event  having  taken 
place,  to  fubmit,  once  more,  his  fentiments  to  that  aflembly,,  and 
lamented  moft  fmcerely  that  the  health  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  prevented  his  attendance,  believing  that  no  mail 
would  be  more  influenced  by  motives  of  humanity  than  the  pa- 
tron of  that  meafure.  He  faid  herringe  were  a  neceflary  of  life  to 
the  lower  orders  of  people  in  the  South  of  Ireland,  particularly 
'  on  the  extenfive  coaft  in  the  wellern  parts  of  it,  where  they  were 
become  very  numerous.  That  milk,  on  the  fea  coaft  th^re,  was 
fo  fcarce,  that  the  poor  could  not  purchafe  it :  that  potatoes  and 
herrings  were  their  only  fupport :  that  thefe  had  an  oil  and  a 
nourifhment,  which  no  other  fiih  could  fupply  in  the  fame  degree. 
That  lince.this  prohibitory  law,  there  was  no  fupply  of  this  ne- 
oeflary  of  life  in  the  winter  and  fpring,  when  it  was  moft  wanted, 
and  in" other  feafons  the  price  was  doubled.  Ke  aflced  whether 
the  poor  of  Ireland  were  fo  abundantly  provided  for,  as  to  juftify* 
the  raiiing.one  of  their  principal  neceffaries  to  double  the  formed 
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'  cxpcncc.  He  dcfired  gentlemen  to  advert  to  the  policy  of  the 
nation  in  the  l^yftem  of  the  corn  laws ;  and  what  was  that  ?  When 
corn  rofe'beyond  a  certain  price,  onr  porta  were  thrown  open  to  all 
the  world :  and  why  ?  Becaufe  when  we  cannot  fOpply  ouifelvcs 
at  reafonable  rates,  the  whole  world  is  aur  market. .  Shall  we  ufc 
thofe  precautions  in  the  neceffaries  of  life  for  the  higher  and  mid- 
dle clafTe^,  and  totally  reje^  them  ^hen  the  ncteffarics  of;  the 
poor  atfe  to  be  affedcd  ?  If  we  continued  to  do  fo,  We  fhoiiM 
a6l  againft  the  known  principles  of  every  ancient  kirigdoin,  par- 
ticularly of  Athens  and  Rome,  and^  of  every  modern  (late  m 
Europe,  ftriking  inftkrices  of  which  he  mentioned  from  the  dif- 
ferent ftates  ifi  Ital^,  and  <vcll  govcr*(ed  republics  of  Switzer- 
land i  tttid  called  upon  his  opponent^  to  mention  any  example  ia 
antient  or  modenf  ft^ry,  <^here  a  neceffary  for  the  poor,  which 
their  cbuh<^;t  did  not  fup^ly^  was  loaded  with  a  prohibitory  duty. 
Giving  a  defcided  preference  to  your  otvn  produce,  by  ^  high  duty 
on  the  prod  ce  of  other  countries,  and  the  increaling  this  gra- 
dually, would  have  been  tight ;  tliat  true  political  ceconomy  ami 
Cfttnmercial  wifdom  proceed  with  a  flow,  captions  anfd  (fcliberatc 
ltep,^and  are  not  accuilomed  to  ru(h  at  once  with  precipitate 
frenzy  into  extremes.  He  therefore  earnellly  bcfcrtight  every 
gentleman  to  lay  his  hiand  upon  his  brealt,  and  endeavouring  to 
raife  his  mind  to  that  Being  who  provides  food  for  all  his  crea- 
tures, and  adminiliers  to  the  neccflities  of  one  part  of  his  creation 
from  the  abundance  of  the  other  ;  to  fay,  fcrioufly  and  folemnly, 
by  what  principle,  moral  or  religious,  they  are  juftilied  in  tear- 
ing from  the  mouth  of  piniiig  induttry,  the  morfel  that  fuftaiits 
it.  He  faid  this  was  alfo  an  important  article  of  commerce,  and 
giive  empl<>yn>ent  to  fevctal  mdnufadtures ;  t'hat  its  importance 
was  irifcreaftd  by  it*  bekig  H  neceffary  aflbrtment  iti  the  vi<5lualling 
trade,  which,  as  a  commercial  objeft,  was  next  in  value  to  our 
Hnen  trade  ;  that  tl<c  whole  was  materially  injured  by  the  want 
of  this  fi.pply  at  a  r'eafonable  pricfe,  and  in  proj^er  time  ;  and  that 
fhips  now  fometimcs  waited  .three  months  for  it,  in  imminent 
danger  of  Icfing  their  paflagc.  He  h<;ard  but  one  objeftion — it 
was  fciid  that  by  this  trade  foreign  herrings  fometimes"  found  their 
wny  into  the  Britifh  colonies,  and  that  this  was  injurious  to  the 
Britifh  fifherics  But  be  defired  to  aik  fome  <]ueftion8.  Was 
Great  Britain  able  to  fupply  her  colonies  wiili  this  article  ?  Did 
nut  Gottcnburgh,  inftead  of  Ireland,  now  fupply  them  ?  Were 
the  Briiilh  colonies  the  only  places  to  which  this  article  was  ex- 
ported ?  Were  there  not  governors  and  revenue  ofRcers  in  the 
Britifh  colonies  to  prevent  any  illicit  importation  there  ?  Was 
the  expprt  from  Ireland  illicit  ?  Was  it  commercial  wifdom  to 
deltroy  the  trade  itfelf,  lell  any  illicit  praftices  fhould  creep  into 

,  it  ?  Should  not  the  advocates  for  prohibition  be  able  to  anfwer 
thofe  qiieflions  before  they  determined  to  perfcvcre  in  fo  injurious 
a  mcafure  ?     He  faid,  he  did  not  believe  there  were  any  illicit 


Digitized 


by  Google 


1788.] 


DEBATES;  167 


{^radices,  and  faid  that  no  man  was  a  warmer  frientt  than  himfelf 
to  the  Bntifh  fifheriesy  and  to  whatever  tended  to  increafe  the 
wealth  and  ftreng^.  of  that  kingdom,  whiph  he  confidered  as 
cflcntial  to  the  profpcnty  of  this  country  ;  but  thought  the  Bri« 
tifh  fifheries  a  mere  pretence  for  the  introduftion  of  this  prohibi* 
tory  duty.     His  motion,  he  faid,  was  not  againd  the  fupply,  but 
tended  to  increafe  it ;  he   therefore  hoped  for  the  affiftance  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  that,  he  woijld  not  be  de- 
terred by  the  example  of  Spuriu8,Maliu8,who  loft  his  life  by  the 
combination  of  the  freat  among  his  own  countrymen,  for  being 
thought  too  kind. to  the  poor.     He  cpncluded  with  calling  upon 
the  gentlemen  of  the  Squtb  for  their  teftjmony  of  the  fads, 
which  he  ftated  from  information,,  but  they  could  vouch  from 
their  own  knowledge  ;  and  defired  their  a/Bftance  on  a.fubjefl  of 
fuch  importance  to  that  part  of  the  kingdom'. 

The  Ckancellor  ot  the  Excheq^per  ,faid  it  is  certain  the 
means  taken  toenccirage  our  own  filherics  have  greatly  encrcafed 
the  price  of  fifli ;  but  thii^  is  an  evil  the  country  ijriuft  fubmit  to 
in  every  inftance  where  (he  endeavours  to  encourage  any  branch 
of  her  own  trade  by  a  protedUng  duty.  However,  in  this  cafe, 
if  the  fifhery  had  not  been  proteded,  inftead  of  having  fifti  deafj 
we  (hould  have  had  no  Irifh  £(h  at  all,  ,and  therefore  the  high 
price  was  a  pieiialfy  to  which  the  count'ry  chearfully  fubmit^edj 
in  order  to  promote:  fo  important  a  branch  of  her  trade.  That 
the  high  duty  and  the  bounties  had  promoted  thi^  important 
branch,  was  obvious  from  a  very  (imple  fa6t :  The  year  previous 
to  that  in  which  the  duty  was  laid  on,  Ireland  had  imported  of 
/orcign  fifh  to  the.  value  of  70,000!.  the  laft  year  (he  had  exported ' 
of  her  own  fi(h  to  the  value  of  70,oool.  mscking  i  difierence  of 
140,000!.  This  he  confidered  as  a  very  great  objeA  to. the  coun- 
try. But  there  were  others  of  much  greater  jnagnitude  promot? 
cd  by  the  fifliery— the  increafe  of  feameq,.  the  increafe  of  our 
marine,  and  of  every  trade  and  manufa6ture  thereto  fubferyient. 

He  begged  leave  alfo  to  obferye,'  that  the  very  means  propofed 
by  the  right  honourabte  gentleman  had  been  that  purfued  by  Par- 
liament in  promoting  our  fifliery — they,  had  at,  firft  Ifiid  a  very 
fmall  duty  on  the  importation  of  .foreign  fi^y,  and  by  degrees  had 
raifed  it  to  its  prefent  height,*  from  which  he  hoped  they  would 
Aot  recede,  as  the  countries  that  were  competitors  with  us  for 
trade  had  fo  many  advantages  from  nature,  that  the  utmoft  pro- 
te6tipn  w^s  fcarcely  fufiicient  to'  enable  us  to  meet  them  even  in 
our  own  market ;  beiides,  as  the  Irifh  fisheries  we^  laft. year  ra- 
ther unfuccefsfirl,  if  the  fupport  of  Parliament  was  now  with- 
drawn, they  muft  fink  altogether. 

Mr*  CoRR  Y  faid  he  had  once  the  pleafure  of  furveying  the  coafU 
•f  this  iHand  ;  he  had  then  beheld  its  numberlefs  fpacious  bayt 
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and  capaciour  harbours — fccncs  which  it  was  irtpofiBfele  to  view 
without  a  figh  at  their  defolate  condition,  and  a  wifh  to  fee  them 
turned  to  purpofes  of  utility — an  extenfivc  fifhery  was  certaiulT 
that  branch  of  comTXierce  which  bid'Eiireft  to  enable  thi$  country 
to  benefit  by  the  advantages  nature  had  beflowed,  and  he  there- 
fore, upon  all  occafions,  had  endeavouted  to  promote  its  ihterefts. 

Though  he  differed  with  the  right  honourable  Secretary  of 
State,  he  was  ready  to  beflow.  that  praife  which  was*  fo  much  his 
due,  for  the  zeal  with  which  he  efpoufed  the  interefls  of  his  im- 
mediate conflituen.ts,  the  citizens  of  Cork,;  and  certainly  if  the 
intereft  of  Cork  only  was  to  be  confidered,  there  could  not  be  a 
moment's  hefitation  at  letting'  in  the  foreign  herrings  ;  but  there 
Ytctc  m;iny  great  «bjc6ls  in  vi^w — there  were  befides  the  imme- 
diate profit  accruing  to  this  country,  tHe  honour  and  intereft  of 
Bn't^ia  ;  the  encouragement  of  our  fifhepes  laid  the  furcft  foun- 
dation for  rearing  and  eft^bh'flnng  a  numerous  body  of  feamen, 
the  befl  defence  and  fecurity  of  the  empire,  and  which,  as  it  was 
our  duty,  he  knew  it  was  our  inclination  to  promote  ;  but  if  our 
ports  wefe  to  be  open  to  foreign  fifh,  we  flipuld  deprive  both 
Great  Britain  and  ourfelves  of  the  benefits  arifing  frpm  this  great 
nurfery  of  feamen. 

The  Swedes,  he  obferved,  from  fome  natural  advantages,  were 
able  to  fell  their  herrings  at  9s.  the  barrel,  Here  a  barrel,  not 
containing  fo  mauy  fivfh,  could  not  be  afforded  lefs  than  il,  2s..9d. 
The  Swedes-  then,  even  againfl  our  duty  of  iqs.  per  barrel,  coul4 
fend  their  fifh  cheaper  to  our  market  than  we  could,  if  other  cn- 
CQuragetnents  had  not  been  given  ;  he  could  not  therefore  confent 
to  take  away  any  part  of  the  duty,  as  he  knew  fuch  an  aft  would, 
ruin  our  own  fifhery* 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  prefented  to  the 
Houfe,  according  to  order, 

A  bill  for  continuing  an  aft,  intitled  an^ft  for  facilitating  the 
trade  and  intercourfc  between  this  klngdoRi  and  the  United  States 
of  America. 

A  bill  for  granting  to  his  Majefly  the  duty  therein  mentioned, 
Xq  be  paid  to  the  truftees  of  the  Royal  Exchange. 

A  bill  for  granting  the  futn  of  4C00I.  to  the  truflees  o£  the 
linen  manufafture. 

A  bill  for  granting  the  fum  of  6000I.  to  tlie  Lord  Chancellor 
and  Chief  Judges,  for  the  pui-pofes  therein  mentipned. 

Which  were  received  and*  read  the  firft  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  read  a  fecond  time  to-morrow. 
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Tuesday,  Februa-ry  12,  1788. 

Sir  EpwARD  Newenham  faid  he  had  a  petition  in  his  hand, 
figned  by  a  numerous  and  induftrious  body  of  men.  That  trade 
had  kft  the  Weftern  part  of  this  city  and  gone  to  the  Eaft,  by 
which  that  part  of  the  city  where  the  petitioners  dwelt,  was 
running  to  rapid  decay  ;  that  there  were  feveral  refpedable  names 
figlied  to  it,  in  order  to  give  it  further  weight  with  Parliament ; 
that  the  name  of  a  nobleman  [Earl  of  Meath]  equally  refpeftcd 
for  his  public  and  private  vi^ues,  as  for  his  humanity  and  benevo- 
lence, appeared  asthefirftiignature  ;  that  petitioners  f^dieft  hopes 
of  redrcfs  centered  in  the  prcfent  patriotic  adminiftration  ;  tiat 
they  iheWed  the  mod  unbounded  zeal  and  loyalty  on  the  return 
of  their  beloved  Marquis  of  Buckingham,  whom  they  beheld  as 
their  patron  and  proteAor.  He  regretted  the  abfence  of  his 
right  honourable  colleague,  who  had  always  fupported  and  ferved 
the  petitioners,  and  who  coidd  point  out  clearly  their  real  fitua^ 
tion ;  that  for  his  part,  he  was  unable  to  do  their  petition  the 
juftlce  it  merited  ;-^their  cafe,  the.fa6ls  ilated  therein,  their  J>o-. 
verty,  and  the  humanity  of  the  Houfc,  would  be  the  bell  plead- 
ers in  their  caufe.  He  was  glad  to  fee  a  right  honourable  mem- 
ber [Mr.  Fitzherbertj  juft  come  in,  and  therefore  muft  remind 
him  that  the  petitioners  were  thoife  poor,  yet  honeft  manufactur- 
ers, who  in  the  warmth  of  their  zeal,  yoked  their  necks  to  the 
Vice-royal  carriage,  and  drew  the  reprefentative  of  Majeftv  to 
his  royal  manfion  5  that  the  Houfe  had  formerly  exonerated  iliem 
frpm  other  taxes ;  that  they  were  willing  to  pay  the  old  watch 
taxes,  but  that  they  were  totally  unable  to  pay  the  police,  which 
was  now  double  the  old  watch  tax  ;  that  even  if  they  were  able 
to  pay  the  police,  they  thought  it  hard  to  pay  for  men  who  never 
vlfited  their  part  of  the  city. 

A  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  barony  of  Donore,  iif 
the  county  of  *•  Dublin,  whofe  names  are  thereunto  fubfcribed, 
was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  and  read  ;  fettiYig  forth,  that  feveral 
of  the  petitioners  are  induftrious  njanufadturers,  andrthat  a  greater 
part  depend  oh  the  fcanty  produce  of  their  annual  labour,  which, 
for  fome  period  back,  hath  afforded  them  a  very  precarious  and 
incdnfiderablc  fubfiftence ;  that  for  thefe  many  years  paft  the  an- 
cient parochial  taxes  have*  been  colleded  by  the  pariih  officers 
with  much  difficulty,  by  reafon  of  the  very  declining  ftate  of 
faid  barony  ;  that  from  a  convi6lion  of  the  extreme  indigence  of 
the  petitioners,  the  Houfe  thought  proper  to  exempt  them  from 
the  operation  of  the  late  aCls  for  paving,  lighting  and  cleaniing 
the  ftreets ;  ^hat  the  petitioners  being  comprehended  under  thie 
police  law,  are  fubje<S  to  the  payment  of  the  tax  thereof,  which, 
being  one-half  higher  than  any  other  rate  or  tax  whatfoever  to 
which  the  petitioners  have  been  heretofore  accuflomed,  mud,  and 
will,  if  continued,  prove  highly  injurious  and  oppreffive  ;  that 
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ihc  petilioners  are  fer^fiblc  that  the  legiilature,  on  pauing  of  fald 
law,  did  intend  that  taxation  and  proceftion  fhould  go  hand  in 
hat\A,  but  are  forry  to  obfcrve  that  foch  their  intention  has  not 
been  at  aH  fnlfillcd,  the  petitioners  having  been  left  tQt^y  de- 
lencelef*  iince  the  police  inftitution,  as  a<ftationary,  .^r'  patrqic 
-watchman,  ha*  fcarcely  ^er  becrr  fc^eti  on  duty  irt  any  p^rt  of  faid 
Larotjy  5  that  the  petitioners  are  moft  anxioufly  defirous  of  fee- 
fng  the  pubh'c  peace  fully  preferved,  atid  every  fpecies  of  riot^ 
ontf  9ge  and  combination  effeftually  fupprcffed,  and  have  hitherto 
been,  and  are  ftill  vpiUing,  to  exert^themfelves  to"  the  utraoft  of 
their  .power  for  attaining,  the  laiiQable  and  defirable  purpofes 
af  wcfaid  5  that  the  petitit^iers,  f^r  froih  prefuming  to  diftate  to 
the  Houfey  d«^  #holl  humbly  conceive,  that  were  they  placed  on 
file  footing  of  fome  of  the  late  parochial  regulations  or  laws  ht 
tvliich  the  tity  watch  was'govcrned,  they  would  be  enabled  to 
prote<5t  theinfelves  at  an  expenfe  more  fuitable  to  their  capaqity 
than  that  which  fhey  are  a^  prefent  li^le  to  pay  ;*  and  therefore 
^rtiying  reHef; 

.  A  petition  of  the  Company  of  Undertakers  of  the  Grand 
Canal,  under  their  common  feal,  was  prefentcd  to  the  Houfe 
and  read  ;  fettin^  forth,  that  previous  to  the  year  1772,  confi- 
^rable  lums  had  been  expended  by  l^arliament  in  making  ganals^ 
partrciilarly  a  canal  from  Diiblin  to  the  river  Shannon,  and  in 
rndea^iourf^^g  to  rendel  iin'any  of  the  rivers  of  this  kingdom  na- 
vi|  ,Me,  without  ^y  work  of  confiaerable  advantage  having  been 
executed  by  means  of  fuc!!  expenditure  j  t|idt  by  an  aft  of  Farr 
Ifamenf  of  tfie  elevt-ntlr  and  twelfth  tears  of  his  jkefent  Majef- 
ty's  reigi>,  for  granting  and  c«ntinumg  certain  duties  therein 
mentioned,  for  the  ufc  of  the  Corporation  for  promoting  and 
carrying  on  inland  navigatfori,  affcr  reciting,  ■**  that  the  'method 
of  carrying  on  inland  navigation  j^together  at  the  public  ex- 
pende  mfght  be  found  in  m^nv  fnftantJc*  mcorrvenient,  burden- 
fijmf',  and  attended  with  great  delay,  and  that  the ,  ip^rove- 
ment  of  this  kingdom  might  be  pronk>ted^  ff  pnratc  fubfcribcrs 
could  be  found,  vifho  would  egrry  oh  fuch  works  at  their  own 
t^i^ncCf  and  that  it  worW  be  reafonable  to  give  to  fuch  fub- 
frribers  fome.  encouragement  fo  to  do,**  it  waa  enaAed,  "that 
It  fhotild  be  lawful  for  1 1. e  Navigation  Hoard,  whenfoever  it  ftiould 
appear  to  them  that  the  making  or  compleating  any  inland  na- 
viiration  would  be  too  expenfive  to  be  compleated  at  jbhc  public 
charge  alone,  to  transfer  the  property  of  fuch  navigation  to  any 
private  fubfcribers  who  (hould  be  willing  to  complete  the  fame, 
and  enter  into  a  contraft  for  fo  doing  in  the  manner  rn  faid  adl 
fpecified,  and  that  it  fliould  be  lawful  f^r  the  faid  Navigatioo 
Board,  for  the  encouragement  of  fuch  fubfcribers,  to  give  then* 
out  of  fuch  duties  an  aid  towards  carrying  on  fuch  navigatiuM* 
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not  exceeding  in  the  whole  one-fixth  part  of  the  fum  which 
ihould  be  neceflary  for  carrying  on  and  compleating  fuch  naviga-* 
tion ;"  that  induced  by  the  eQcoiiragement  held  out  by  faid  slA 
of  Parliament,  ccrtaifl  individuals  in  the  year  1772,  immediately 
after  pai&ng  of  faidai^,  and  in  purfuance  thereof,  entered  into  a 
written  contra<5l  Vvrth  the  Navigation  Board  for  the  completion  of 
the  grand  canal  to  Monafterevan  on  the  river  Barrow  within  the 
term  of  fix  years,  in  which  time  it  was  then  fuppofed  fald  work 
might  be  executed,-  on  their  receiving,  in  purfuance. of  faid  ad^i 
a  transfer  of  the  works  then  begun  in  the  line  to  Monaftercvcn, 
and  the  one-fixth  part  of  the  fum  at  which  the  expence  of  faid 
work  was  eftimated  ;  that  the  faid  engagement  had  been  fcarcely 
formed  between  the  faid  individuals  and  the  Navigation  Board, 
when  it  appeared  to  the  public,  to  Parliament^  and  to  faid  indi- 
vldaals^  that  the  faid  contract  wai>  too  narrow  to  anfwer  the  end 
of  the  above  recited  a(^,  and  to  give  to  the  community  the  fuU 
henefit  bf  its  proffered  liberality  in  the  promotion  of  inland  na* 
vigatien  J  that  in  confequenbe  thereof,  and  In  the  very  fanve  feC- 
ilon,  a  Taw  was  enaded,  in  purfuance  of  which  the  prefent  com* 
pany,  pn  the  lift  day  of  July,  177*,  became  incorporated,  by 
the  name  of  The  Company  of  Undertakers  of  the  Grand  Canal^ 
and  by  faid  a£fc,  the  very  fame  property  in  the  line  to  Monafter- 
evan^ that  had  been  transferred  by  the  Navigation  Board  to  faid 
individuaJsj  (who  formed  an  inconfiderable  paVt  of  faid  company) 
together  with  the  property  of  fo  much  more  of  the  grand  canal 
as  had  beeri  formed  or  purchafcd  in  the  line  to  the  Shannon^ 
were  transferred  by  the  legiilatuie  to  the  faid  company,  without 
any  condition,  reftriAion  or  limltatioa  in  point  of  time  or  other- 
wife  for  the  completion  thereof ;  and  the  faid  company  were 
fo  incorporated  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  extending  the  faid 
'  works,  not  only  to  the  river  Barrow  at  Monafterevan,  but  to  the 
river  Shannon^  the  river  Boyae,  the  river  Liffey,  and  the  toiva 
of  Athy ;  that  the  faid  company  fo-  incorporated,  conceiving 
that  the  faid  eontrad  entered  into  between  the  Navigation  Board 
and  faid  individuals  was  virtually  fuperfeded  by  the  faid  a6l  of'  in- 
corporation, a^d  that  it  was  apparent,  from  the  two  aforefaid 
ads,  that  it  was  the  clear  fenfe  of  the  Icgiflature  that  they 
fhould.be  reimburfed  in  one-iixth  part  of  the  moaey  honajide  ex-- 
pended  on  the  w-orks  fo  intnifted  to  their  government,  made  con- 
fidcrable  fubicriptions  towards  defraying  the  expence  thereof,  and 
entered  into  the  execution  of  faid  works,  without  the  precaution 
of  entering  into  acontrad  iu  writing,  or  of  procwing  any  legal 
fccurity  that  the  terms  fo  held  otit  by  Parhament  (liould  he  ac- 
tually complied  with  ;  bnt  the  Navigation  Board  agrded  to  give 
them  one-fixth  part  of  the  fum  neceflary  for  the  compleating  the 
fame,  relying  on  the  intereft  the  faid  company  had  in  laying  out 
their  own  money  with  oeconomy  and  effei^,  and  in  finifhing  the 
works  which  were  to  reward  their  labours  in  as  fhort  a  period  as 
poffible }  that  the  company  having  proceeded  in  the  execution  oj^ 
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faid  undertaking,  Ae  Navigation  Board,  in  purfuaince  of  their 
agreement,  from  time  to  time  drew  warrants  on  his  Majdly-s 
Treafury,  payable  (out  of  the  faid  duties)  to  thecon^any,  fiffi- 
cient  evidence  being  laid  before  faid  Board,  according  to  the  di- 
Tc(^ion8  of  faid  firft  in  part  recited  a6ii  that  five  times  the  amount 
©f  fuch  warrants  had  been  previoufly  expended  on  faid  works; ; 
that  though  the  expence  of  faid  navigation  to  Monaftereven  had 
been  eftrmated  at  6o,oooL  and  faid  individuals  previous  to  the 
incorporation  of-  the  company  had  by  faid  written  contract 
agreed  to  execute  the  fame  in  fix  years  for  faid  Aim,  yet  in  the 
year  1778,  fix  years  aft br  the  time  of  incorporation  of  faid  com- 
pany, and  the  commencement  of  the  work,  and  after  warrants 
had  been  drawn  by  the  Navigation  Board  in  purfuancp  of  (aid 
kfl  mentioned  a£l  of  Parliament  in  favour  of  the  faid  Company 
for  upwards  of  io,oooh  in  confequence  of  an  expenditure  of  up- 
wards of  50,0001.  of  their  own  private  property,  tke  legifla- 
tare,  by  an  ad:- of  that  year,  (the  1 7th  and  18th  of  hig  prefciA 
'  Majefty's  reign)  continued  the  before-mentioned  duties,  amount- 
ing to  about  7000!/  per  ^mim  to  the  Navigation  Board  for  fevcli 
years,  expref^ly  reciting,  **  thgt  they  had  entered  into  contraft 
with  private  fubfcribers  who  had  undertaken  to  execute  fevcrd 
works,  to  give  to  fuch  fubfcribers  an  aid  of  the  one-iixth  part 
of  the  fums  by  them  from  time  to  time  expended  in  making  and 
compleating  the  fame,  and  that  if  the  faid  duties-  were  not  ca»d- 
niied  the  public  faith  would  be  violated  and  broken,  and  ttiait 
the  works  fo  contraded  for  would  probably  be  difcontinued  and 
totally  deferted  by  means  of  fuch  breack  of  compa^,  to  the 
injury  of  fuch  private  fubfcribers  and  the  great  lofsa^d  detriment 
of  the  kingdom  ;  and  faid  duties  were  thereby  fo  continued  for 
the  exprefs  purpofe  of  preventing  fuch  injuries,  'and  effeo 
tually  enabling  the  Navigation  Bo*rd  to  carry  on  complete  works 
of  fuch  pubhc  advantage  ;  that  no  aid,  in  purfuance  of  faid 
firft  mentioned  a£l,  having  been  at  any  time*  given  or  promifed 
by  the  Navigation  Board  to  any  fubfcribers,  perfons  or  company 
whatfoever,  except  to  the  faid  Company,  they  therefore  werje 
confidered  and  confidered  themfelves  to  be  the  fole  objects  of  faid 
adt  of  the  feventeenth  and  eighteenth  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  and 
encouraged  thereby,  notwithftanding  many  unforefcen  difficul- 
ties and  expences  had  arifen  in  the  profecutlon  of  faid  works/ 
proceeded  thereon  with  additional  fpirif,  without  its  having  ever 
occurred  to  them  to  coniider  whcfher  any-contradi  in  v^Titing 
between  them  and  the  Navigation  Board,  was  or  was  not  necct 
fary  to  entitle  them  to  tlie  encouragement  offered  to  the  pnblic 
by  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  of  his  Majefty,  and  appropriated  by 
the  feventeertth  and  eighteenth  of  his  Majefty,  by  fo  ftrong  an 
implication  to  the  works  carrying  on  by  the  Company  ;  that  in 
fome  time  afterwards  faid  Company  having  expended  the  greater 
purt  of  the  money  at  firft  fubfcribed,  and  finding  the  refidue  to- 
tally In^kdequate  to  complete  their  01  iginal  objeds,  many  of  the\r 
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tncmbcTff,  wearieci  out  with  the  diflB^ukics  and  expences  of  (aid 
undertaking,  fold  or  forfeited  their  ftock,  and  feme  <^  the  re-* 
raaining  members  had  it  in  ccmtemplation  to  finifh  *faid  canal  to 
the  town  of  Naas/  and  there  to  ftop  ;  but  many  of  the  prcfent 
members  of  the  Company  finding  laid  Company  in  poffefjon  and 
receipt  of  faid  aid,  and  from  the  clear  and  explicit  terms  of  faid 
hft  mentioned  a^  of  Parliament,  not  doubting  a  continuance  of 
it,  and  trufting  to  the  well-known  liberality  of  Parliament,  that 
Jf  even  faid  aid  (hould  be  infufficient  for  the  attainment  of  its  ob- 
jefts  they  would  not  permit  men  to  be  fuffcrers,  who  Ihould  ad- 
vance their  pioney  for  the  public  fervice,  they  were  induced  to 
purchgife  the  flock  of  fuch  members  as  withdrew  themfelves,  and 
the  Company  in  this  confidence  then  refolved  to  continue  their 
works  at  leaft  to  Monailereven  ;  that  the  petitioners  in  the  inter- 
val between  the  time  of  their  incorporation  in  the  year  1772, 
and  the  ift  day  of  October,  1784,  expended  on  faid  wotks  a 
fum  af  148,501!.  4s.  of  which  the  fum  of  123,751!.  was  their 
own  private  property,  and  having  from  time  to  time,  in  purfu- 
ance  of  faid  firft  in  part  recited  aft,  laid'  before  the  Navigation 
Board  fatisfaftory  proofs  of  the  due  expeiKiiture  thereof,  they 
from  time  to  time  received  from  faid  Board  warrants  on  his  Majef- 
ty's  Treafury  (payable  out  of  faid  duties)  for  feveral  fums,  amount- 
ing together  to  the  fum  of  24,750!.  4s.  being  the  one-fixth  part 
of  their  faid  expenditure,  of  which  warrants  to  the'*am<>unt  of 
14,8381.  4s.  have  been  at  fundry  times  difcharged,  and  five  of  faid 
warrants  for  the  refidue  of  faid  fum,  viz.  99 1 2I.  ft  ill  remain  unpaid; 
that  the  faid  works  requiring  conftant  fupplies  of  money,  and 
the  tirhe  of  the  payment  of  faid  warrants  being  very  un- 
certain, Ton  account  of  faid  duties  being  otherwife  applied) 
though  by  the  terms  of  faid  firft  mentioned  a6l,  and  by  ^faid 
agreement  entered  into  between  the  faid  l!oai*d  and  the  peti- 
tioners, the  petitioners,  were  led' to  expeft:  prompt  payment  of 
faid  aid,  they  were  therefore  under  a  neceffity  of  difpofing  of 
laid  warrants  to  individuals,  fc  -*  which  the  petitioners  received  the 
full  amount  on  fubjefting  themfelves  to  the  legal  intereft  thereof, 
until  the  faid  warrants  (hould  be  difcharged,  which  intereft  they 
have  ever  fince  regularly  paid  5  that  ihortly  after  the  faid  ift  day 
of  Oaober,  1784,  the  Navigation  Bokrd  were  by  a  vote  of  the 
Houfe  incapacitated  from  further  acting  under  the  powers  veiled 
in  tl)em,  and  therefore  did  not  afterwards  ifTue  any  warrants  in 
purfuance  of  faid  agreement,  though  the  petitioners  (as  no  one 
of  faid  works  v^as  then  finiftied,  and  tht  fame  were  too  far  pro- 
ceeded upon  to  be  all  together  deferted)  were  under  a  neceffity 
of  expending  further  funis,,  which  they  accordingly  didj  in  an 
humble  confidence  that  the  legiflature  would  on  the  diffolution  of 
faid  board,  and  the  appropriation  of  faid  duties,  at  the  leaft  pro- 
vide for  the  due  performance  of  faid  agreement  entered  into  by 
the  faid  board  oil  behalf  of  the  public  with. them  ;.  that  from  the 
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faid  ift  day  of  06lobcr,  1784,  to  thjc  ift  day  of  February,. 
1787^  the  petitioners  expended  in  the  execution  of  faid  works  a 
further  fuo?  of  70,005!.  lis.  3|d.  of  thpir own  private  property, 
and  on  that  expenditure  humbly  conceive  themfclves  to  be  juftly 
entitled  to  the  one-fixth  part  thereqf,  which  with  thp  amount  of 
fold  five  undifcharged  warrafttg,  and  the  intereft  thereof  from 
their  refpcftivc  duties,  amounted  in  the  whole  on  the  ift  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1787,  to  the  fum  pf  25,02141.  iis.  8^.  the  partipu- 
iars  of  whicTi  appear  in  th^  annexed  account ;  that  in  the  fefljoi^ 
of  Parliament  of  1 785  the  Houfe  haying  entered  into  refoluti- 
ons,  that  "  it  would  be  expedient  that  a  fund  fhoulcj  be  provid- 
ed for  paying  fo  ipuch  of  the  warrants  ifTued  by  the  Navigation 
Board  as  the  commiflioners  of  impreft  accounts  fhould  certify  the 
juft  expenditure  of  on  thcfeveral  navigations  for  Ayljich  fuch  fnms 
were  granted,  and  alfo  for  the  payment  of  fuch  warr^pts  as  had 
been  ifiijed  to  companies  of  undertakers,  purfuj^pt  to  their  con- 
trafts  with  the  Navlgfition  BoaT4i  a'^d  that  in  accounting  for 
fnch  expenditure  no  allowance  tfiould  be  given  by  faid'  conimlf- 
iioners  for  any  premiuni,  difcount  or  intereft,  which  fhould  ex- 
•cecd  legal  in^ereft,"  thp  petitioners  furniftied  the  faid  commif- 
fionera  with  a  ftatem^nt  of  their  demands,  upon  which  th^  faid 
comraiffioners  reported  to  the  Hoijfe  in  the  laft  fvi&on,  *t  that 
they  had  ftot  proceed f 4  to  make  declaration  therepn,  the  condi- 
tions of  a  contrail  (fupppfed  by  them  to  have  been)  entered  into 
between  the  Navigation  Board  and  the  petitioners  not  haying 
been  in  their  opinion  (o  far  complied  with  as  to  warrant  th^  faid 
commiflioners  pafling  of  fai$i  Jw:count,"  or  to  that  efFe£l,  by  which 
contrail  mentioned  in  faid  report,  the  faid  cpmmifiipners  meant 
faid  written  contraift  entered  into  bet^veen  faid  individuals  and  the 
Navigation  Board  for  the  execution  of  faid  canal  to  the  nver  Bar- 
row at  Monafterevan  within  iix  years,,  which  was  entered  into 
|)revIous  to  the  exillence  of  the  petitioners  as  a  corporation,  and 
to  the  terms  of  which  they  therefore  humbly  fubmit  they  could 
not  be  bound,  more  efpccially  as  the  works  undertaken  by  the 
petitiot>er8  on  their  incorporation  greatly  exce'ieded  in  magnitude 
and  number  the  fingle  work  mentioned  in  f^id  wrr^ten  co^itraiS, 
and  were  in  their  nature  incapable  of  execution  in  f^id  tei*m  of  fix 
years  :  and  it  appears  that  the  fame  was  fully  jjind^rftood  by  the 
kgiflature  at  the  time  of  incorporation  of  the  petitioners ;  for  by 
the  recital  of  the  a6l  of  their  incorporation,  it  is  ftaterf  that  the 
works  undertaken  by  them  would  require  an  expenditure  of 
150,000!.  and  upwards,  and 'the  capital  flock  of  tl^e  corhpany 
IS  thereby  made  150,0001.  with  the  power  to  fubfprihe  further 
fums,  and  to  borrow  fuch  in  addition  to  fuch  fubfcriptions  as' 
might  be  neceflary  for  executing  faid  recited  works,  which  ex- 
tent of  capital  and  powers  would  have  been  totally  ufelefs  ani 
nugatory  had  Parliament  fuppofed  that  the  whole  of  faid  works 
cuuld  have  been  compleated  ibr  the  limited  fum  of  6p^oool. ; 
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that  the  petitioners  being  informed  that  it  was  the  intention  of 
tte  legiflatarc  to  diflblve  the  Navigation  Board,  and  to  appro- 
priate  by  aA  of  Parliament  the  faid  duties  to  the  encouragement 
of  inland  navigation,  and  conceiving  that  though  th^y  had  not  a 
ftriftly  legal  right,  yet  that  under  the  circumftances  of  tjicir  cafe 
they  had  ajuil  aiid  equitable  claim  iipon  the  public  for  the  faid 
fum  of  25V024L   128.  8^d.  they  applied  in  the  laft  ftiSion  of 
JParliameni  hj  petition  to  the  Houfe,  flating  the  grounds  pf  faid 
claim,  and  pr«yi*ig  l^at,  if  necelTary,  they  might  be  beard  by 
riieir  counfd  in  fapport  thereof;  that  upon  hearing  the  peti- 
,    tioneri*  4:o«nfei,  and  lipon  coafidctation  of  the  merits  and  cir- 
cumftances of  their  cafe,  tlie'  Houfe  on  the  8th  day  of  March, 
1787^  one  huiidred  kod  fixty-four  aiewbers  being  prefent,  re- 
iblved,  **  that  the  coiidu^  and  exertions  of  the  petitionerii  eati* 
tied  them  to  the  countcoaoce  and  prote^ion  of  Parhament  ;'* 
t?hat  the  petition/ers  fdled'in  an  humble  ho|i^  that  Parliament 
would,  in  compliance  with  the  fpirit  and  meameg  of  the  above 
refolution,  admi|:  the  equitable  claim  made  by  thes^t  or  ac  leail' 
piake  fomc  adequate  com penfat ion  for  the  heavy  lofltis  they  fuf- 
taincdin  carrying  on  their  works^;  that  without  any  interference 
on  the  part  of  the  petitioners,  a  bill  was  foon  after  faid  refolution 
brought  into  Parliament  and  paffed  into  a  law,  whereby^,  among 
4ther  things,  it  was  enaded,  "  that  as  foon  as  the  commiffioners 
of  impreil  accounts  fhould  certify  to  the  vice-treafurers  or  their 
deputies  that  the  petitioners  had  entered  into  a  ^-ecognizance  be* 
fore  the  barons  of  the  Exchequer  in  the  penalty  of  24,0001, 
conditioned  that  they  fhould  inrithin  fire  years  compleat  a  good 
and  fufficicnt  llffl-water  navigation  from  the  bridge  of  Monafter- 
evan  to  'Athy,  and  certify  that  the  faid  warrants  of  99 1 2I.  had 
been  cancelled,  it  fli^uld  be  lawful  for  the   proper  officer  of 
his  Majefty's  treafury'to  give  to  the  petitioners  debentures  to  tl>e 
amount  ox  9912L  in  lieu  of  the  warrants  fo  cancelled,  and  alfo 
for  20S8L  making  i2,oool.  bearing  intereft  at  4I.  per  cent,  faid 
1 2,oooL  to  be  in  lieu  and  full  fatisfa^ion  of  all  demands  or  sic* 
counts  whatfoever  ;"  that  the  petitioners  ftill  trufting  to  the  well- 
known  juilice  and  liberality  of  Parliament,  that  when  their  cafe 
Aiould  be  better  underftood  they  would  be  confidered  as  ^titled 
to  payment  of  a  fum  at  leall;  equal  to  one-fixth  part  of  their  ex- 
penditure, either  legally,  equitably^  or  by  w^y  of  bounty,  have 
not  taken  any  meafure  to  entitle  themfelves  to  the  payment  of 
faid  fum  of  12, pool;  that  even  if  the  petitioners  had  been  in- 
clined to  accept  of  faid  fum  in  full  fatisfai^ion  of  all  their  demands 
on  the  public,  yet  they  have  been  hitherto  incapable  of  comply- 
ing with  the  terms  pf  faid  a6^,  inafmuch  as  it  would  have  been 
neceiTary  for  that  purpofe  to  have  provided  a  fum  of  34,000!. 
and  upwards,  viz.  a  Aim  of  io,oooL  and  upwards  for  difcharging 
faid  five  undifcihariged  warrants  witli  the  intereft  thereof,  and 
24,0001.  and  upwards,  (at  which  fum  (aid  canal  from  Monafi^r- 
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rvcn  to  Athy  had  been  eftiraatcd)  m  order  to  comply  wkb  the 
conditions  of  faid  atl,  which  fum  the  petitioners  found  them- 
ielves  unable  to  raife,  being  under  a  neceflity  of  providing  further 
Goniiderable  fums  for  the  perfedling  of  the  canal  between  Dublin 
and  Monafterevan,  being  opprc&d  with  a  debt  of  8o,oool.  and 
not  in  receipt  of  a  revenue  much  more  than  fufficient  to  pay  the 
intereft  of  (aid  debt,  and  to  defray  their  neceffary  current  ex- 
pcnces ;  that  the  petitioners,  not  folely  relying  on  the  juftice  and 
equity  of  their  claim,  throw  themfelvcs  on  the  bounty,  the  libe- 
rality and  the  prote^ion  of  the  legfflature,  in  an  humble  confi- 
dence that  when  their  fituation  (hall  be  perfedily  known.  Parlia- 
ment will,  not  finally  permit  men  to  be  fuffercrs  who  have  advanced 
their  money  and  facrificed  their  labours  to  the  public  fervice,  and 
that  the  advantages  of  inland  navigation  will  be  fecured  to  this 
country,  and  extended  according  to  the  original  intentions  of 
Parliament,  and  the  anxious  wifhes  of  the  nation ;  that  though 
the  advantages  already  arifmg  to  the  public  from  the  canal  arc 
univerfally  felt  and  acknowledged,  yet  on  the  fide  of  the  peti- 
troners  nothing  appears,  fave  trouble,  ex  pence,  difficulties   and 
difappointments  ;  that  many  of  the  petitioners  have  for  thcfe  Uft 
fifteen  years  paid  a  clofe  and  unremitted  attention  to  the  execution 
of  faid  undertaking,  to  the  great  diminution  of  their  property, 
dming  the  grreateft  part  of  which  time  they  perfevered  in  efforts 
to  furmount  difficulties  by  many  thought  to  be  infiirmountable  v 
that  the  petitioners  having  fincc  the  laii  feffion  of  Parliament  ex- 
pended a  further  fum  of  23,2291,  lis.  7d.  for  the  purpofe  of 
jutting  faid  canal  into  a  perfedl  and  permanent  flatc,  the  whole 
•  of  their  expenditure  thereon,  exdufive  of  any  aid  received  from 
the  public,  amounts  to  the  fum  of  226,802!.  2s.  io|d.  and  not- 
withttanding  the  greateil  part  of  faid  fum  was  difburfcd   many 
years  ago,  the  petitioners  have  received  no  profit  thet-efrom,  the 
revenue  arifmg  from  faid  undertaking  being  even  ngw  little  more 
than  futficient  to  pay  the  intereft  of  (aid  debt  of  8o,oooI.  and  to 
defray  the  expence  of  repairs,  and  the  eftablifhmcnt  neceffary  for 
condu6ting  faid  work;  that  the  holders  of  the  before-mentioned 
five  undifcharged  warrants  finding  the  payment  thereof  unpn> 
vided  for  by  Parliament  (except  on  the  conditions  aforefaid)  infiff 
that  the  petitioners  are  liable  thereto,  and  threaten^  to  fue  them, 
as  being  collateral  fecurity  for  the  payment  thereof  at  his  Ma- 
j^fty's  Treafury,  according  to.  the  terms  of  faid  warrants  ;  that 
though  the  petitioners  do  not  wifh  to  conced  that  they   have 
hopes  of  i-eceiving  at  lengtli  from  the  tolls  on  faid  navigation  fbme 
(though  by  no  means  an  adequate)  recompence  for* their  pcrfeve- 
rarce,  trouble  and  expence,  yet  they  humbly  fubmit,  that  being 
invited  by  the  leglflature  to  commence  faid  undertaking,  and  en- 
couraged by  it  to  proceed  therein,  and  the  whole    of  the   advan- 
t-tge*  hitherto    arifing    thcre<Vom  being  on  the  fide  of  the  pub- 
lic, it  i«  not  uureaiouable  in  them  to  expedt  that  t!ie  bounty  o^ 
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the  piblic  (hould  free  thettt  from  that  part  o(  their  prefent  diffi- 
i:ultie8  and  embarraffments,  by   payment  of  the  onc-fixth  part  of 
the  eicpence  bf  the  works^  even  without  entering  into  a  very 
mimrte  ittvcftigatioh  of  their  legal  rights  thereto  ;  that  the  peti- 
tioners hive  from  time  to  time  mfade  fome  progtefs  in  the  extenfioij 
of  the  canal  towards  the  river  Shannon  and  the  river  Ltffcy, 
•which  from  the  ftsite  of  their  affairs  they  muft  difcontinue,  unlcfs 
affifted  to  proceed  therein  by  the  aid  or  bounty  of  Parliament  j 
that  the  petitioners,  finding  that  Parliament  had  by  faid  a<5i  of 
Jaft  feffion  direfted  that  furveys  and  eftimates  ftiould  be  made  of 
certain  lines  of  navigation  therein  mentioned,  and  among  others, 
of  certain  extenfiohs  of  the  Grand  Canal,  for  the  purpofe  of  re- 
ceiving propofals  for  executing  the  fame  with  the  aid  of  Parlia- 
ment, the  petitioners  have  lately  employed  ikilful  perfons  to  makb 
fwfeys,  plans  and  efti&iites  of  the  following  extenfions  of  thtf 
Gr&nd  CUnal,  viz.  the  extenfion  from  Monafterevan  to  Athy  at 
mentiofied  in  faid  ^6t  of  laft  feffion,  an  extenfion  of  the  Grand 
Canal  towards  Phihpftown  by  or  near  Edcnderry,  and  a  nkviga- 
ble  commttnication  with  the  harbdur  of  Dublin  acrofs  James*s- 
ftreet ;  that  it  appears  by  faid  eftimates  that  faid  navigation  bc^ 
-tweeir  Mortafterevan  and  Athy  would  coft  24,0761.  58..  3d. ; 
that'  an   extenfion  of  the  canal  near  to  Edenderry  would  coil 
27,98^1.  — i.  8d. ;  and  that  the  communication  with  the  harbour 
of  Dublin  would  coft  the  fum  of  21,903!.  — s.  2d.  ;  and  that  it 
tvould  coft  the  company  a  further  fum  of  JO,oool.  in  order  to 
.  pfdcote  an  ample  fUpply  of  water  for  the  prefent  canal  and  faid 
pTDpofed*  eXtenfiOns  iii  dry  fummers;  faid  feveral  fums  amount- 
ing together  to  83,961!    6s.   id.*;  which  fum,  confid:rring  how 
much   the  eftimates  of  the  expence  of  great  undertakings  arc 
aimoft  in-rariably  foUnd  to  fall  fhort  of  the  real  expenditure,  the 
petitioners  are  convinced  is  much  lefs  than  faid  works  would 
t^e^ycoft;;  that  the  afbrefaid  fum  of  25,0241.  12s.  8^d.  being 
the  oiie-iixth  of  the  money  expended  by  the  petitioners  upon  faid 
undertaking  before  the  ift  day  of  February,  1787,  (including  the 
imioutit  of  the  five  undifcharged  warrants)  ftill  remains  unpaid  ; 
and  iince  the  ift  day  of  February,  1 787,  there  hath  accrued  due  in . 
refpeA  of  the  intcreft  of  faid  undifcharged  warrants  to  and  for 
the  14th  day  of  January,  1788,  a  further  fum  of  c66l.  63.  9d.  j 
and  tbc  petitioners  fince  the  ift  day  of  February  nave  expended 
in  perfeftiug  of  fiJd  canal,  and  towards  procuring  a  fufficient 
itipply  of  water  fbrthe  fame,  a  further  fum  of  23,229!.  lis.  7d. 
one-iixth  part  df -^hich  is  3871I.,  iis.  iid.  which  feveral  laft- 
mentio^ed  fums  being  added  together  amount  to  the  fum  of 
29',462i.    lis.  4jd.  and  which  fum  the  petitioners  fubmit  they 
have,  under  the  circumftances  of  therr  cafe,  a  right  to  expeft 
from  the  bounty  of  the  public,  within  the  true  fpirit,  meaning 
and  intention  of  the  faid  firft  herein  mentioUed  aft,  and  to  which 
they  confcci^e  they  would  have  been  legally  entitled  if  the  ncccffi- 
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ty  of  entering  into  a  contract  in  writing  with  the  Navigation 
Board  had  not  hj  fome  fatality  been  overlookcl ;  that  the  pay- 
ment of  faid  fum  of  i2,oooL  part  of  the  faidfum  of  299462U 
IIS.  42.d.  being  provided  for  as  aforefaid,  the  pietitioners  are 
willing  and  defirous,  upon   provifion  being  in  like  manner  or 
otherwile  made  for  the  payment  of  the  fum  of  179462L  lis.  4^d. 
and  alfo  for  the  further  fum  of  13,9931   lis.  ^ing  one-(ixth 
part  of  faid  fums  neceffary  to  be  expended  in  the  execution  of 
faid  propofed  works,  to  enter  into  recognizances  for  the  comple- 
tion of  faid  three  propofed  extenfions  of  the  Grand  Canal,  viz. 
a  dill-water  navigation  to  Athy,  an  extenfion  of  the  canal  towards 
the  Shannon  to   fome  place  not  further  diftant  from   £den- 
derry  than  one  mile^  and  a  navigable  communication  with  the 
river  Lrffcy  at  Doblin,  acrofs  JamesVilreet,  and  alfo  to  pay 
faid  undifcharged  warrants,  for  which  purpofes  it  ^ill  in  fuch 
^afe    be.  neceffary    for    the    petitioners    to  provide  a   fum   of 
50,000!.  and  upvrards,  in   add h ion  to   fatd  fums  of   i2,oooL 
.I7^.62L  lis.  44d.  and   ijy993l-  (is.;  that  faid  three-  feveral 
lall- mentioned  fums,  with  the  fums  already  received  by  the  peti- 
tioners, do  not  amount  to  more  than  one-(ixth  part  of  the  money 
which   on   the  completion  of  faid  propofed  extenflotis  of   tike 
canal  will  have  been  expended  by  the  petitioners  on  (aid  works, 
executed  and  to  be  executed  by  them  ;  and  the  petitioners  do  not 
coniider  one  iixth  part  of  the  expenditure  a  fufficient  encourage- 
ment for  the  pTofecution  of  inland  navigations  in  this  kingdona, 
^  clverfified  with  hills  and  vallies,  abounding  with  rivers  to  be  crof-- 
.  fed^  and  iji  many  places  incumbered  with  bogs  of  vaft  extent,  and 
in  a  country  yet  unimproved,  where  collieries  and  manufadures, 
.the  great  fource  of  immediate  profit  to  canals  in  other  countries, 
^ve  not  yet  eftabliflied ;  and  the  petitioners,  from  their  paft  ex- 
^  perience  and  their  knowledge  that  many  unfbrefeen  difficulties 
tonllaBtly  arife  m  works  of  this  kind,  would  not  be  induced  by 
that  aid  to  commecte  a^new  work  ;  but  wifhing  to  further  intereft 
tiic  nation  in  their  feehatf,  and  hoping  for  relief  from  the  equity 
c  r  bounty  of  the  legiflature,  they  moil  humbly  fubmit  the  above 
,  mode  of  relief  to  their  confideration,  as  beiagone  which,  as  they 
.  are  now  circumilanced,  would  be  fatisfadlory  to  them,  and  a$  far 
.  as.  they  can   learn,  highly  (atisfadWy  and  advantageous  to  the 
piiblic  ;  that  the  petitioners  think  it  unncceffairy  to  point  out  the 
advantages  which  would  refult  to  the  public  from  the  extenfion    of 
the  canal  to  Athy,  as  the  legiflature  appears  to  beaheady  appriz- 
ed of  the  benefits  which  will  arlfe  therefrom ;  that  by  the  com- 
•runication  with  the  harbour  of  Dublin  the  prefent  can^  and  all 
luture  exteniions  of  it  will  be  highly  benefited,  inafmuf;h  as  the 
j.rcfent  «xpence  of  the  carriage  of  all  goods  imported  into  or  ex- 
.    ported  from  the  harbour  of  Dublin,  and  to  or  from  thence  carried 
into  and  from  the  interior  parts  of  the  country,  may  be  further 
duiiliiifbed,  and  may  be  brought  into  and  from  the  centre  of  the 
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tows,  and  to  add  from  the  vare-houfed  of  the  merchants,  at  lefai 
than  one-half  of  the  prefent  expence ;  that  by  the  estendon  of  the 
canal  towards  Edenderry  the  benefits  of  inland  navigation  will  be 
in  a  confiderable  degree xommunicate,d  to  the  counties  of  Meath^ 
Weftmeath  and  Longford,  and  to  the  province  of  Connaught  ; 
and  the  company  have  it  in  contemplation,  as  foon  as  faid  exten*^ 
fion  towards  Edcnderiy  fhall  be  finifhed,  to  further  extend  the 
fame  to  Philipflown,  and  from  thence  in  the  firft  inftance  to  the 
river  Shannon  at  or  near  Banagher,  by  the  Maiden  and  Bi^ufnac 
rivers,  and  afterwards  through  laft-mcntioned  counties  to  the  col- 
lieries at  Lough  Allen,  v«rith  a  branch  to  the  river  Shannon  near 
Athlone;  that  the  petitioners  beg  leave  to.  point  out  ^hat  the 
bounty  or  aid  they  now  feekfor  is  not  fought  to  be  paid  out  of 
the  duties  appropriated  for  the  iervice  of  the  ftate  and  to  the  ufc 
of  his  Majcfty's  government,  but   o.ut  of  faid  duties  fpecially 
granted  to  his  Majefty  for  the  purpofe  of  promoting  inland  navi- 
gation ;  and  the  petitioners,  with  the  utmoft  deference  to  the 
judgment  of  the  legiflature,  beg  leave  to  fuggell  thjiit  faid  purpofe 
•cannot  be  better  carried  into  tfFe£l,  or  the  advantages  of  inland 
navigation  more  generally  diffufcd  through  the  kingdom,  than 
by  faid  propofcd  extenfions'  of  the  grand  canal,  already  navigable 
to  fo  great  a  diftance  from  the  capital ;  and  thercibfe  praying  the 
Houfe  to  take  the  premifes  into  confideratiori,-  and  to  make  pro- 
♦ifion  out  of  the  faid  duties  for  paying  to  the  petitioners  the  fum 
6f  17,524.1,   148.  S^d.  in  addition  to  faid  fum  of  i2,oool.  men- 
tioned in  the  faid  a6l  of  Parliament  of  the  laft  fefiion,  together 
t^ith  the  faid  further  aid  of  13,9931.  lis.  on  condition  of  the  pe- 
titionerd  P^y^'^g  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  warrants  for  99 1 2L  and  entering  into 
Recognizance  to  exedute  the  faid  three  propofed  ^xtenfions  of  the 
Grand  Canal  in  feven  years,  vi^.  a  ftill-water  navigation  to  Athy, 
^n  extenfion  of  the  canal  towards  the  Shannon  at  or  i^ear  Banagher 
by  PhHipftown  to  fome  place  not  further  diftant  from  Edenderry 
than  one  mUe,  and  a  navigable  communication  with  the  river 
Liffey  at  Dublin  acrofs  James's-ftreet ;  9r  elfe  to  make  provi- 
fion  for  the  p^ymeqt  to  the  petitioners  of  the  before-mentioned, 
fum  of  29,5241.  14s.  S^d.  to  be  applied  by  theni  in  payment  of 
the  faid  warrants,  and  in  part  difcharge  of  their  faid  debt ;  or  tof  • 
l^rant  to  the  petitionera  focfi  other  relief  as  to  the  Houfe  may 
feem  meet. 

The  account  referred  to  in  the  annexed  petition : 

1784,  Oft.  I. — Sum  expended  by  the  company 
00  the  works  from  their  incorporation  in 
1 7  7  2 ,  to'  the  I  ft  dayof  February,  1 7  84,  ( froni 
which  laft-mentioned  time  the  Navigation 
Board  ceafed  to  iffuc  any  warrants)  ijfi,$oil. 
4s. 
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Onprcoliof  the  cxpenditmc  of  this  fum,  war-     £.      /.    d. 
nrrrt«  on  the  Trcafuiy  were  from   time  to 
time  granted  to  the  company  by  the  Navi- 
gation Board  of  the  one-fixth  thereof,  being    24750    4  -^ 

Of  thcfe  warrants  paymertts  have  been  at  van- 
mw  periods  made  at  the  Treafury  to  the 
amount  in  the  whole  of         —  — -         1485$    4  — 


An^  warrants  ftlll  remain  unpaid  to  the  amount 

The  navigation  funds  having  been  applied  by 
the  Navigation  Board  to  various  defultory 
purposes  the  warrants  iflued  by  them  were 
^t  paid  at  the  Trcaftiry  at  the  timts  they 
were  iffircd  ;  th6^  company,  therefore,  were 
obhgcd,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  carry  on 
their  works,  to  borrow  money  on  fuch  war- 
rants, and  pay  intei-eft  for  the  fame,  between 
the  times  or  their  being  ifTutfd  and  paid. 

£'   J'    ^. 

Intereft  paid  by  tlie  company 

on     the    feveral     warrants 

which  have  been  paid  at  the 

Treaftny   between   the  rc- 

fpe6trve  periods    of  iifiRiing 

and  paying  the  fame     —^2738     l     5 
On  account  of  which  intercft 

the  company  received  a  war- 

rant    fttjm  the    Navigation 

Bbard    for    loool.   whfch 

H\-arrSnt  was  paid        -^         1000  -=-  *— 


9912 


1728 


Intereft  pki<H)y  the  coirrpa^ny  on  the  fatd  tinpaid 
warrants  for  99 1 2!.  from  the  rcfpe6l:iveperibdi'        , 
of  iiflnrng  the  feme  to  the  ill  February,  1787   17'!  6   19    $ 

1787,  Feb.  1.-^— iSum  cxficnded by  the  com- 
pany of  (Heir  own  mtiney  oxi  fkid  woiics, 
fr6nr  litOiftobtr,  1 78 if,  t6  rR  February       ' 
1787,  70,005!.  IIS.  3Td. 

Ofwhidiihetrfic-fixthpaitis-    '    —  11667    "   '^ 

Sum  total  cfeimed  by  the  company  in  their 

petition  to  Parh'ament  in  the  laft  fcffiCm  259.^4  f  2     Sj 

1788,  Jan.  14. — Intersil  paid  by  the  com-  .^ 
panyon  .faid  unpaid   warrants  for  991  aL 

from  I  ft  February,  1 787,  to  14th  January, 

i7Ji8  ~     -        —  s^^    ^    9 

.  -5590  '9    5i 
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£■    *'    J' 
Brought  oyer         25590  i^     5^ 
Sum  expended  by  the  company  of  their  own 
.  money  on  faid  works,  from  ift  February, 
1787,  to  14th  January,   1 788,  23,229!. 
us.  7d, 
One-fixtli  part  of  whicli  Is  -^         —         38711111 


Sum  total  to  the  14th  day  of  January,  1 788  2946^   1 1     4^ 

The  Grand  Canal  was  the  principal  objeA 
of  the  legiiiature  in  granting  the  duties  in 
1772,  and  in  continuing  them  in  1778. 

From  1772  to  1787,  fifteen  years,  thofe  du- 
ties eflimat?ed  at  7000I.  a  year,  amounted 
to  .     —  —  —         105CO0  —  -*- 

Of  which  the  canal  company,  the  principal 
objedl  thereof,  have  received^  exclufive  of 
the  loooL  warrant  for  Intercft  — ^      14838     4  — 

Mr.  Moore  rofe,  he  faid,  to  fubmit  to  the  Houfe  a  motioii  on  a 
fubjeft,  which  in  all  probability  was  never  brought  forward  be- 
fore. He  took  notice  that  to-morrow  was  fet  down  for  ballot- 
ing a  committee  to  try  the  merits  of  the  petition  complaining  of 
an  undue  ele6Uon  and  return  for  the  county  of  Cavan ;  and  though 
the  law  for  regulating  controverted  ele6lIons  was  exceedingly  juft 
in  all  parts,  and  gave  the  moft  ample  juftice  to  the  contending 
parties,  yet  in  refpe£k  to  the  members  of  the  Houfe,  it  wag 
highly  improper,  if  not  unjuft  ;  for  what  did  the  law  fay  ?  Why, 
if  a  member  did  not  attend  at  the  call  of  the  Houfe,  he  was  to 
be  taken  into  the  cuftody  of  the  Serjeant  at  Arms,  and  what  was 
the  confequence  ?  Why,  the  defaulters  prevailed  on  fome  of  their 
friends  to  move  thgt  t;hey  (hould  be  difcharged  out  of  cuflody, 
without  fees.  In  order  to  put  an  end  to  this  practice,  he 
fliould  move  the  following  refolution  : 

"  Refolved,  that  when  any  queftion  is  propofed  for  the  difcharge 
out  of  the  cuftody  of  the  Serjeant  Arms,  of  any  member  or  mem- 
bers who  ftiall  have  been  ordered  into  his  cuflody  for  not  attend- 
ing on  the  day  appointed  for  takin<r  into  confideration  any  peti- 
tion, complaining"  of  an  undue  dcdion  or  return,  all  membert 
then  in  cuftody  for  fuch  non-attendance  do  withdraw," 

The  refolution  paffed  unammoufiyv. 

A  petition  of  .the  fovereign,  burgeflts  and  principal  inhabit  an  t« 
of  the  town  of  Belfaft,  under  their  common  feal,  was  prefented 
to  the  Hpvfe  and  read ;  fetting  forth,,  that  the  export  of  blaclv 
cattle  from  this  kingdon>  hath  encreafed  to  fo  great  a  degree  as 
to  be  feverely  felt  in  the  advanced  prices  of  fle/h  meat,  leather 
and  tallow,  every  addition  to  the  price  of  which  muft  neceflarily 
enhance  the  price  of  labour,  add  to  the  coft  of  our  own  manu- 
fa£tures,  and  render  them  ftill  lefs  able  to   cope  with  thofe  of 
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Dther  nations,  cither  10  oar  own  or  foreign  markets  ;  that  it  is 
the  policy  of  every  wife  cocimercia}  nation,  either  to  prohibit  the 
export  of  the  raw  material  of  any  manafe^urc,  or  if  aEowed  to  be 
exported,  to  lay  on  it  fuch  an  export  duty  as  may  gi^c  a  decided 
preference  to  the  hocne  abo? e  the  foreign  purchafer ;  and  the  pe- 
titioners humWy  conceive  that  Ireland^  yet  young  in  trade  aqd 
commerce,  ought  to  avail  hcifelf  of  the  eiiample  fet  by  nations 
knowing  and  experienced  in  both ;  that  the  revenue  fuftains  ^ 
confiderable  diminution  from  the  export  of  black  cattle  ahvc ; 
that  the  curing  of  fait  provilions  for  export  (a  trade  hitheito  be- 
longing almoii  exdunvely  to  Ireland)  is  and  muil  be  diminiOied, 
and  in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree  transferred  to  other  countries ; 
that  the  agriculture,  and  of  courfe  the  population  of  this  king- 
dom, in  which  the  riches  and  ftrength  of  the  nation  confiil, 
muft  be  diminiihed  in  proportion  as  grazing  farms  are  multiplied 
and  enlarged,  until  the  face  of  the  country,  inftead  of  human 
beings  and  gqlden  bar  veils,  fhal!  exhibit  little  elfe  than  dreary 
folitiides  and  herds  of  brutes  ;  that  the  petitioners,  however,  do 
not  wlfli  to  fee  the  export  pf  blapk  cattle  prohibiteji,  but  only 
checked,  by  the  impofition  of  a  fmall  dutyj  whip|i,  whilft  it  will 
add  to  the  puljh'c  revenues,  may  benefit  the  nation,  by  moderat- 
ing the  evil  complained  of ;  that  the  petitioners  would  not  at  pre 
fcnt  prefume  to  aik  for  more  than  an  additional  duty  of  five 
fliillings  a  head  on  black  cattle  exported  alive,  which  they  truft 
may  in  foine  4egree  moderate  the  evil )  and  therefpre  praying 
relief.  ,  : 

Mr.  PoNsoNBY  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  order, 
a  bill  to  explain  and  amend  an  a6l  pafied  in  the  twenty-third  and 
twenty-fourth  years  of  his  prefent  Majeity's  reign,  entitled  an 
aft  for  eftablifhiiig  a  poft  office  within  this  kingdom ;  which  was 
received  and  read  the  firft  time.  ^  " 


Wednesday,  February  13,  1788. 

Purfuant  to  order,  the  Hbufc  was  called  over,  when  it  appear- 
ed  that  there  were  prefent,  befides  the   Speaker,  twenty-nine 

members.  / 

The  Houfe  then  proceeded  to  draw  the  nameaof  thirty -eight 
members,  of  whom  fifteen  were  to  form  a  conimittee  on  the  Cavan 
eledliop  ;  feyeral  gentlemen,  wlio  fwpre  that  they  were  above 
fixty  years  of  ag?,  were  excufed  5  and  upon  the  name  of  Sir  John 
Parnell,  Chancellor  of  fhe  Exchequer,  being  drawn,  that  right 
honourable  gentleman  camp  to  thf  table,  and  made  affidavit, 
that  If  he  (hould  be  compelled  to  ferye  on  that  committee,  gre^t 
inconvenience  and  delay  muft  arifc  to  the  public  bufincfs. 
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The  Speaker  dated  the  law,  which,  he  faid,  does  not  excufc 
the  absence  of  any  member  who  (hall  be  able  to  ferve,  unlefs  his 
ferving  fliall  b?  attended  with  great  and  manifeft  detriment. 

Sir  HfiMRY  Ca7>endi8H. — If  the  Houfc  (hall  think  the  excufe 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  fuffident,  and  upon  that 
ground  (hall  be  of  opinion  to  exempt  him,  and  only  him,  from  the 
trouble  of  ferving  oh  this  committee,  I  can  have  no  objed^ion  5 
but  I  think  that^the  words  of  the  law,  unMe  to  ferve  without 
manifefi  detriment^  pan  Qv\j  refer  to  bodily  health  ;  however  I  am 
ready  to  admit  that  the  fituation  of  the  right  honourable  baronet 
may  excufe  him  fingly,  but  1  think  the  principle  ^annot  be  ex- 
tended to  any  other  pcrfon. 

Mr.  Clements  defired  the  honourable  baronet  to  turn  to  the. 
journals,  and  he  would  find  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
who  now  fo  worthily  filled  the  chair  of  that  Houfe  had,  when 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  raiade  the  very  fame  excufe,  and  it 
had  been  accepted. 

The  Speaker  coafirtned  Mr.  Glements's  affertion. 

The  Hoijourable  Denis  Browne  ob'feryed  that  if  the  prin^ 
ciple  of  cxcufing  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  on  account 
of  the  piibb'c  bufinefs  which  he  was  epg^ged  in,  (hould  be  once  ad- 
mitted, that  principle  might  be  extended  to  all  the  honourable 
and  right  honourable  placemen  around  bin* ;  bpt  as  Chancellors 
of  the  Exchequer,  Commiffioners  of  the  Revenue,  &c  &c.  were  • 
extremely  well  paid  for  their  trouble,  he  could  not  fee  how  they 
were  entitled  to  any  fuch  exemption. 

Mr.  Beresford  admitted  that  they  were  paid  for  the  ir  at- 
tendance in  another  place,  but  certainly,  he  hoped,  not  for  their 
attendance  here  ;  however,  if  it  fhould  be  his  fortune  to  be  drawn 
upon  that  committee,  all  he  could  fay  was,  that  he  feafed  it  would 
be  the  caufe  of  detaining  the  members  of  the  Houfe  longer  in 
attendance  than  otherwife  would  be  the  cafe. 

The  queftion  being  put,  "  whether  the  Houft  do  admit  the 
*cxcufe  df  the  right  honourable  Sir  John  Parnell,  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  as  fwprn  at  the  table  ?" 

There  appeared  Ayes  —  63 

Noes  —  66 

His  name  \yas  accordingly  fet  down. 

The  agents  on  both  fides  for  the  Cavan  eleftion  then  retired,  ' 
'  and  having  flruck  off  the  number  allowed  by  law,  the  names  of 
the  remaining  fifteen  were  called  over,  and  are  as  follow  : 

Sir  H.  Cavendirti,   Bart.  I  Hon.  Wm.  Skeffington, 
SlrW.  Richardfon,  Bart.  ]  Wm.  Penefather,  Efq; 
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]n  n  Metgc,  Efq; 
Sir  R.  Mufgrave,  Bart. 
Robert  Jephfon,  Efq; 
Major  Richard  Vowell, 
Robert  S.  Carcw,  Efq; 
J.  Francis  Cradock,  Efq; 


I  Ro^rfon  Cotter,  Efq; 
John  Richardfon,  Efq;     ^ 
Edward  Tighc,  pfq; 
S.  Kayes,  Drumboe-cafUe, 
N.  L.  Tottenham,  Efq; 


Before  the  committee  were  fworn,  the  Speaker  called  upon  the 
counfel  and  agents  of  the  petitioner,  to  kn<»w  whether  they  had 
any  charge  to  make  againll  the  retumir.g  officer,  as  in  that  oafc 
the  law  obhged  the  committee  to  try  fuch  charge,  and  they 
(hould  be  accordingly  fworo  to  try  the  fame. 

Mr.  Sheridan,  one  of  the  counfel  for  the  petitioner,  fald 
tiiey  had  no  ciiarge  of  corruption  to  alledge  againll  the  returning 
officer,  but  they  charged  him  with  mifconduCt  arifing  from  error 
of  judgment. 

The  Speakfr  heie  read  that  part  of  the  aft  which  relates  to 

the  c()ndu£l  of  rtturnii.'jr  oiTicers,  aiid  a  member  caUIxig  for  the 
petition,  it  was  alfo  xeau  at  full. 

Sir  Lucius  C'Brifn  faid  that  the  counfel  of  the  petitioner 
having  admitted  tliat  the  returning  officer  had  not  erred  through 
corruption,  it  becomes  unneceffai y  to  charge  the  committee  with 
the  trial  of  his  conduvft ;  there  was  therefore  no  neceffity  to  fwear 
them  to  that  point. 

This  being  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe,  the  committee  were  fworn 
to  try  the  merits  of  the  eledtiou. 

Mr.  Mason  reported  from  the  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
tlie  following  refohition,  which  was  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Refolvcd  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this. committee,  that  every 
pcrfon  feUing  by  retail,  or  othervvife  dealing  lu  coffee,  within  the 
city  of  Dublin  and  the  liberties  adjoining,  except  as  an  importer 
thereof,  and  except  fuch  perfons  as  (hall  be  llcenfed  to  fell  tea  or 
groceries?,  at  any  time  between  the  25th  day  of  March,  1788, 
:..id  the  25th  day  of  March,  1789,  fliall  pay  a  duty  of  20s.  an4 
in  any  other  part  of  this  kingdom  a  duty  of  los. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  prefenied  to  the 
Houfe,  according  to  order,  a  bill  for  regulating  and  extending  the 
tobacco  trade,  and  for  granting  to  his  Majefty,  his  heirs  and  fuc- 
ccffors,  the  duties  therein  mentioned;  which  was  received  and 
read  the  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe,  on  the  bill  for  promoting  the  linen  manufiadlurei  Mi"/ 
Mafon  in  the  chair* 
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The  Sechetary  of  State  fald  he  rofc  to  offer  the  com- 
mittee a  refolution  which  he  conceived  to  be  of  high  importancie 
to  the  welfare  of  the  kingdpm,  and  which,  in  his  opinion,  would 
greatly  tend  to  promote  th^  linen  manufafture;  but  firfl,  he 
begged  leave  to  difclaim  all^ocal  prejudice  and  narrow  views,  arif- 
ing  from  particularities  of  intereft  ;  for  though  his  deareft  con- 
nexions lay  in  the  South,  he  entertained  the  higheft  regard  for 
the  people  of  Ulfter,  to  whofe  induftry  and  unwearied  perfcvc- 
rance  this  nation  {lands  fo  highly  indebted  for  the  great  perfe^lioa 
of  her  ftaple  manufa^ure.  However  he  thought  that,  as  in  an 
healthy  body  the  blood  flows  without  obllradiion  from  the  hear^ 
to  the  remoteft  extremities,  fo  in  the  body  politic,  that  which  is 
the  life-blood  of  trade  (hould  not  be  dircded  to  any  particular  part 
to  the  injury  of  all  the  others ;  his  motion,  therefore,  which 
fhould  be  founded  on  the  laws,  while  it  tended  to  promote  the  in- 
terefts  of  the  North,  fhould  not  difrcgard  the  interefts  of  the 
other  three  provinces. 

He  faid  when  the  Linen  Board  was  originally  inftituted,  it  was 
tompofed  equally  of  gentlemen  from  the  four  provinces,  In  order . 
that  they  might  be  the  better  judges  of  the  encouragement  th^ 
was  fit  to  be  given  in  each  province,  and  that  they  might  hot  only 
know  how  to  fuit  fuch  encouragement  to  the  different  foils,  but 
alfo  to  the  temper,  habits  and  cuftoms  of  their  different  inhabi-  ' 
tants.  For  a  number-of  years  the  provinces  had  allotted  to  each 
2000I.  per  annum,  which  was  intended  to  caufe  tlie  South  and 
the  Wefl,  bleffed  by  nature  with  a  fertile  foil,  to  become  the 
florchoufe  of  the  North ;  this  was  not,  however,  the  point  he 
was  now  contending  for,  he  only  defired  an  equitable  divifion  of 
the  encouragement  granted  by  Parliament,  and  he  defired  it  in  Zr 
bill  intended  to  promote  the  raifing  of  flax-feed  and  the  exporta- 
tion of  linen,  two  objefts  in  which  hitherto  the  North  had  an  ad- 
,  vantage  of  more  fhan  fifty  to  one  over  the  other  provinces  of  the 
kingdom. 

As  to  linen,  he  faid,  there  could  indeed  be  no  competition  be- 
tween Ulfter  and  the  other  provinces  ;  the  degree  of  excellence  to 
which  Ulfter  had  arrived,  while  it  fet  a  worthy  example  to  follow, 
put  her  out  of  the  danger  of  rivalfhip ;  the  coarfe  manufaiSkures 
of  the  other  provinces  would  ferve  to  affprt  a  cargo,  fo  as  ta  bring 
•  the  ftaple  of  this  kingdom  advantageoufly  into  competition  with 
the  manufaftures  of  Germany  and  Ruffia  in  foreign  markets,  thus 
aiding,  but  never  injuring  the  manufadlure  of  Ulfter, 

Before  he  made  his  motion,  he  declared  he  would,  if  any 
gentleman  could  fhew  him  he  was  in  the  wrong,  readily  re- 
tra6l  it,  and  above  all  things,  he  hoped  he  would  not  be  fuppofed 
to  a£t  upon  the  narrow  principle  of  local  partiality. 

He  then  moved  **  That  the  fum  of  78C0L  granted  to  pro- 
mote the  linen  roanufafture  by  the  raifing  of  flax,  fhali  be  divided 
into  four  equal  parts,  and  that  each  province  fhall  receive  one 
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fourth  part  and  no  more,  of  the  application  of  which  a  particu- 
lar account  fhaU  be  kept  by  the  iruftees  of  the  linen  manufadure." 

Mr.  Brown  LOW. — I  agree  with  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man in  his  prindple,  that  upon  this  occafion  we  (hould  difcard  all 
local  prejudices,  and  not  fufferour  minds  to  be  fwayed  by  any 
thing  but  the  general  benefit  of  the  kingdom. 

T  have  always  confidered  it  as  very  immaterial  which  province 
received  the  bounties,  provided  the  purpofe  of  thofc  bounties  was 
anfwered  j  it  has  been  found  that  Ulfter  and  Connaught  have 
earned  the  greater  part  of  them  ;  when  th^  other  provinces  have 
equal  claim,  then  they  will  receive  equal  benefit,  but  till  then  it 
would  be  wrong  to  alter  the  mode  hitherto  followed;  we  arc 
going  on  exceedingly  weH,  and  it  would  be  exceedingly  wrong 
to  make  experiments  at  the  rilk  of  our  profperity. 

The  Speaker  rofe  in  the  committee,  and  fald  he  had  of  late 
very  feldom  troubled  gentlemen  by  entering  into  any  debate,  but 
in  the  prefent  cafe,  which  fo  nearly  concerned  the  profperity  of 
tb$  kingdom,  and  which  tended  to  make  a  material  alteration  in 
a  law  which  he  himfelf  had  introduced,  from  the  date  of  which 
the  linen  manufadure  had  very  much  thriven,  he  could  not  think 
himfelf  juftifiable  were  he  not  to  Itate  his  opinion  on  the  fubjcft. 

Previous  to  the  year  1781  a  bounty  of  five  fhillings  an  hogf- 
head  had  been  allowed  on  flax-feed  imported  into  Ireland  5  id  that 
ytar  it  occurred  to  him,  and  it  was  the  opinion  of  many  gentle- 
men convtrfant  in  the  linen  trade,  that  this  bounty  was  inju- 
rious to  that  trade,  in  as  much  as  it  tended  to  difcourag-e 
the  growth  of  flax  in  Ireland.  He  had  therefore  propofed 
that  a  fum  equal  to  the  annual  bounty,  which  on  an  ave- 
rage had  for  fome  years  back  been  given  on  the  importation  of 
X  flax-feed,  (hould  for  the  future  be  annually  given  to  encourage  the 
growth  of  flax-feed  in  Ireland,  and  that  the  import  bounty  Ihould 
be  difcontinued. 

This  propofal  was  accordingly  agreed  to,  the  premiums  for 
encouraging  the  growth  of  flax-feed  were  offered  equally  to  every 
part  of  the  kingdom,  no  local  views  were  taken  into  contempla- 
tion ;  it  AVas  a  great  national  objed,  and  no  idea  of  partiality  or 
locality  was  fuffered  to  interfere. 

He  would  not  prefume  td  fay  that  the  profperity  of  the  linen 
trade  was  an  effedi  of  this  law,  but  he  would  aflert  that  it  had 
commenced  with  it :  Previous  to  1780,  the  linen  trade  was  fink- 
ing; from  that  year  to  the  prefent  it  gradually  rofe  from  zo  to 
22,  24,  26,  and  was  at  prefent  30  millions  of  yards  for  expor-  v 
^  tation  ;  and  therefore,  though  he  would  not  fay  that  the  profoe- 
rity  of  the' trade  was  owing  to  the  regulation  of  1 78 1,  he  thought 
it  would  be  extremely  unwife  to  alter  thofe  regulations,  or  in  any 
degree  to  tamper  with  them,  while  the  trade  continued  to  floorifli. 

There  were  two  articles,  he  fald,  on  which  the  linen  trade 
effcutially  drpeud,  articles  which  thisj  kingdom.has  never  yet  pro- 
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duced  a  fufficient  quantityi  and  which  therefore  ought,  by  all 
poffible  means,  to  be  encouraged  and  encreafed  ;  he  meant  flax- 
feed  and  potafhes  :  At  prefent  the  kingdom  fends  annually  abroad 
20,00c].  fur  thefe  articles,  a  very  confiderable  deduftion  from 
the  value  of  her  exported  linens  ;  but  this  is  not  the  worft,  for 
even  at  this  expence  the  kingdom  is  not  always  certain  of  a  fup- 
ply.     In  the  courfe  of  the  laft  war,  the  price  of  thofe  articles 
rofe  fo  high,  that  the  linen  trade  was  very  fenfibly  affefted  ;  nay, 
from  the  jndemency  of  feafons,  without  the  calamity  of  war,  it 
.  fomctipies  happened,  as  in  the  prefent  year,  that  *  the   northern 
ports  of  Europe  being  frozen  up,  the  flax-feed  could  not  arrive 
early  enough  for  our  fowing ;  was  it  not  ^hereforq  wifdom  to  en- 
deavour to  encourage  the  produce  of- thofe  articles  at  home,  by 
which  fuch  great  fums  might  be  faved  to  the  nation,  efpeciallyas 
it  had  been  proved  that  the  flax  of  Irifh  growth  was  muoh  finer, 
itronger,  and  more  beautiful  than  any  we  could  import  ? 

In  order  to  (hew  the  effeds  of  the  premiums  given  on  i*aifing 
flax-feedt  he  faid  he  would  make  a  comparifon  between  the  five 
years  which  followed  the  regulation  ^nd  five  years  preceding  the 
ypar. 

The  average  import  for  the  five  years,  ending  1775,  was 
34,000  barrels,  the  average  import  ending  1787  was  39,000  bar- 
rels, the  increafe  5000  barrels.  Compare  this  with  the  exportation 
pf  linen  for  five  years,  ending  I775>  vvas  twenty  millions  of' 
yards,  that  of  the  five  years  ending  1787,  wsis  twenty-five  mil- 
lions of  yards,  fo  that  the  exportation  of  linen  iticreafed  one-fifth, 
)vhile  the  importation  of  flax-feed  increafed  very  little  more  than 
one-eighth  ;  for,  had  it  kept  its  proportion  with  the  increafed 
lexport  of  linen,  it  y'ould,  inftead  of  39,000  barrels,  be  at  leall 
45,000  barrels ;  but  the  difference  had  been  fupplied  by  feed  of 
ififli  growth  ;  add  to  which,  the  quantity  of  feed  ufed  in  the 
manufadure  of  linfeed  oil,  which  appears  to  be  very  confiderable, 
for  in  the  five  laft  years  the  average  quantity  of  linfeed  oil  annually 
imported  was  3-2,000  gallons,  whereas  in  the  five'  years  preceding 
the  quantity  was-  38,000  gallons  per  ann.-  making  a  very  confi- 
dierable  difference,  though  certainly  the  confumptron  of  that  arti- 
cle was  greatly  increafed. 

As  to  the  conduft  of  the  Linen  Board,  was  he  to  enter  into 
a  detail  thereof,  he  doubted  not  to  prove  to  the  fatisfadion  of 
the  committee,  ,that  no  fet  of  men  had  ever  deferved  more  of 
their  country,  or  were  better  entitled  to. the  thanks  and  appro- 
bation of  Parliament.  Upon  the  prefent  fubjed  how  had  they 
afted  ?  Without  favour  or  partiality  they  had  divided  the  fum 
annually  voted  by  Parliament  into  thirty-two  equal  portions  of 
233I.  each,  one  for  each  county  in  the  kingdom ;  thefe  fums 
were  given  in  premiums  for  the  growth  of  flax-feed :  if  any' 
county,  from  not  producing  flax-feed,  did  not  claim  its  propor- 
tion, fo  much  as  remained  unclaimed  was  divided  among  the 
claimants  of  other  counties  where  there  was  a  redundancy  of 
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dalma  beyond  their  proportion  of  premiinns ;  and  though  in  no 
inftance  it  ha4  ever  happened  that  the  claims  of  I-einfter,  Con- 
naught)  or  Munfler,  had  been  inefFed^ual,  but  they  had  always 
received  their  premiums  to  the  full,  yet  the  claimants  of  Ulfter 
tvere  frequently  difappointed,  and  obliged  to  be  content  with  a 
very  fmall  premium,  becaufe  the  fum  allotted  to  that  province, 
even  aided  by  the  unclaimed  redundance  of  the  other  provinces, 
was  infinitely  too  fmall  to  allow  the  fame  rate  of  premium  on  the 
abundant  quantity  of  feed  produced  in  Ulfter,  which  could  be 
afforded  to  the  comparatively  fmall  quantities ,  produced  in  the 
other  provinces  ;  fo  that,  in  faj6^,  if  any  province  had  reafon  to 
complain  of  not  being  feirly  dealt  with,  it  was  Ulfter.  But 
befides  thefe  general  premiums,  Munfter  had  been  offered  a  par- 
ticular bounty  of  28.  per  bufhel  on  all  the  flax- feed  (he  might 
fend  to  Ulfter ;  'twas  true  fhe  had  not  claimed  this  bounty,  be- 
caufe (he  had  no  flax-feed  jto  fend.  But  the  truth  feemed  to  be, 
that  as  nature  never  formed  any  country  all  parts  of  which  fhould 
be  equally  proper  for  all  things,  fo  it  appeared  from  the  fa6ls 
ftated,  that  Munller  was  not  fitt;ed  for  the  produce  of  flax,  or 
(lie  would  have  taken  advantage  of  the  many  incitements  held  out 
by  Parliament  to  encourage  its  growth.  If  then  (he  was  not 
fitted  for  this  fpccies  of  tillage,  why  fhould  her  friends  endeavour 
to  force  it,  or  injure  another  province,  to  the  foil  and  people  of. 
vhich  it  was  congenial  ^ 

He  defired  gentlemen  to  apply  their  principle  of  adion  to  the 
other  manufa^ures,  and  reflect  upon  the  confequences. 

Seventeen  thoufand  pounds  were  annually  granted  to  encourage 
the  woollen  and  cotton  manufactures.  He  defired  to  know  what 
the  gentlemen  of  Munftcr  would  fay,  fhould  Ulfter,  where  there 
is  no  w-oollen  manufacture,  infift  upon  a  fourth  part  of  that 
bounty  which  (lie  could  not  claim,  being  locked  up  with  a  trea- 
lurer  ?  0r  why  not  by  the  fame  rule  make  the  exportation  boun- 
ty provincial,  thoirgh  almoft  all  the  linen  is  exported  frooi 
Lelnfter  ? 

J  It  had  been  advanced  that  the  Linen  Board  was  originally  in- 
tended to  be  divided  proyincially :  He  appealed  to  the  adl — ^the 
aCl  directed  the  members  of  that  board  to  be  chofen  from  the 
different  provinces,  in  order  to  have  the  advantage  of  fuch  infor- 
mation concerning  the  beft  means  of  promoting  the  manufacture 
— what  fpil,  what  people  were  adapted  to  its  difterent  branches  ; 
—-but  there  never  had  been  any  law  for  dividing  its  fund. 

He  concluded  with  an  apology,  that  having  been  a  long  tiijie 
unufed  to  debate,  he  feared  he  had  not  delivered  himfelf  with  fo 
much  force  as  the  importance  of  the  fubjedt  demanded  ;  he  would 
not  indeed  have  troubled  the  committee,  did  he  not  confider  the 
prefent  motion  ^s  tending  to  overthrow  a  law  eflentially  ncceffary 
to  the  profperity  of  the  kingdom. 

Sir  Henry  CAvr^DisH  faid  he  had  been  for  fome  time  of 
opinion  with  tlie  right  honourable  mover  of  the  refolution,  that 
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the  bounty  oiight  be  divided  araongft  the  feveral  provinces,  with- 
out the  unclaimed  overplus  of  one  going  to  make  good  the  defi- 
ciency of  fund  to  pay  the  claims  of  another,  but  upon  more  ma- 
ture refle£^ion,  he  believed  the  method  purfued  by  the  board  vvas 
the  beftj  he  did  however,  cither  in  this -or  the  next  fdflion  of  Par- 
liament, hope  to  fee  fome  additional  encouragement  given  to  thofe 
province  whefe  the  Hnen  manufa^re  was  leaH  flounfhing. 

Mr.  Beresford  faid  the  ad  gave  the  fum  to  be  diftributcd 
as  Parliament  (hould  think  proper,  and  he  thought  it  reafonable 
to  apply  the  bounty  to  another  part  as  well  as  Ulfter,  efpecially 
as  it  had  fo  good  an  effeft  there  ;  he  did  not  imagine  the  increafc 
of  the  manufadlure  was  owing  to  the  import  bounty ;  the  fum  to  be 
divided  was  fmall,  and  the  lineii  board  had  an  enormous  fum  of 
22,oooL  yearly  ;■ — why  then  not  (hare  the  7350I.  appropriated 
for  fowihg  flax-feed  ? 

Mr.  Cor RY  faid  the  province  of  Ulfter  gets  but  five  fhillings 
an  acre  inftiead  of  twenty  or  twenty -five  fhillings  ;  he  thought 
the  grant  more  liberal  as  it  ftood  at  large,  and  that  it  probably 
would  injure  the  manufafhire ;  he  read  from  the  journals  a  fimi- 
lar  motion  with  the  prefent,  which,  on  debate,  was  negatived, 

Mr.  HoLMts  faid  that  Murflcr  was  happily  fituatcd,  by  itM 
foil  and  fertility,  to  the  growth  of  flax-feed. 

Sir  JottH  Blaquiere  faid  he  was  in  favour  of  the  motion,  and 
aifked,  if  Munfter  was  to  have  a  (hare,   why  not  Connaught  ? 

Mr.  GardImer  faid  it  ftruck  him  at  firft  that  Ulfter  appropri- 
ated the  whole,  which  he  found  it  djid  not>  hut  that  the  whole 
was  open  to  the  kingdom  ;  then  for  what  purpofe  would  they 
give  230I.  to  any  county  that  dcik'.t  daim  it  ?  and  .tht»  clau£e»  if 
not  claimed  in  four  years»  would  be  locking  up  the  money  for 
that  time  to  no  purpofe,  bcfides  the  Northerns  would  forbear  to 
fow'thc  ^ax-fced.  ^ 

The  Secretary  of  State  replied  to  what  had  been  faid,  and 
made  a  comparifon  of  a  man  poileffed  of  four  manor^,.  and.  that  he 
had  a,  favoured  and.  happy  one,  and  laid  out  his  all  in  improviag 
it-— would  not  the  tenants  on  the  other  three  have  caufe  to  com- 
plain of  his  negle£i  and  partiality  ?  He  alfo  compared  it  to  a  man 
with  a  number  of  children,  and  he  had  a  ^vourite  child,  for 
whom  he  neglected  a]l  the  reft)  and  gave  all  to  one  :  would 
they  not  fay, — feed  me  alfo — O  my  Father  ! — ^And  he  compared 
the  prcientcafe  tb  a  tnan  with  four  children,  who  had  a  favourite 
to  whom  he  left  his  all,  inftead  of  dividing  it  among  them. 
Would  it  not  be  partial  and  unjuft,  and  would  they  not  -have  a 
Tight  t«  complain  ^ 
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On  the  queflion  being  put  on  tbe  motion^  a  divlfion  enfued. 


Ayw 
Noes 


55 

59 


Mr.  Beresfori)  (aid,  as  the  Linen  Board  had  agreed  to  the 
rcfoUition  by  the  fame  majority  it  was  here  negatived,  he  would, 
on  another  opportunity,  take  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  on  the  mo- 
tion again. 


Thursday,  February  14,  i;^S8. 

Mr.  Marcus  Beresford  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  accord- 
ing tv)  order,  a  bill  to  explain  and!  amend  an  a£l  of  the  twenty-* 
fixth  year  of  his  prefcnt  Majefty's  reign,  intitled  an  a6lfor  the 

,  better  execution  of  the  law  within  the.  city  of  Dublin  and  certairr 
pavts  adjoining  tliercto,  and  for  cpiieting  and  protefting  pofFeffi- 
ons  within  tbis  fcingdom,  for, the  more  expeditious  tranfporting 
of  felons,  for  reviving,  continuing  and  amending  certain  llatuteaf 
there  n  mentioned,  and'  for  repealing  an^adl  pafTed  in  the  feven- 
teenth  and   eighteenth  years  of  his  prefcnt  Majefty,  intitled  an 

;  z€i  for  improving  the  police  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  and  for  other 
purpofes ;  which  was  received  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Sir  Henry  €  AVE  NCI  sD  fmd  that  this  bill  contained  a  great 
variety  of  extraneous  matter,  which  bore  no  manner  of  relation 
or  reference  to  its  titlt.  He  thought  nothing  couldl>e  more  im- 
proper thaiir  introducing  fnch  foreign  matter  into  bills  ;  and  p^o-' 
pofed  rather  to  follow  the  practice  of  England,  where,  at  the 
end  of  every  fefiion,  there  is  what  they  call  a  hotch-potch  bill, 
into  which  is  thrown  all  matter  that  cannot  be  dafied  under  any 
particular  head;-  , 

Mr.  Hartley  faid  as  this  bill  is  intended  to  amend  an  ad 
which  certainly  (lands  in  very  great  need. of  amendment,  and 
which  has  given  general  difguft,  I  hope  the  honourable  gentle- 
mian  will  allow  time  for  full  deliberation  j  I  therefore  move  yon^ 
Sir,  that  the  bill  be  read  a  fecond  time  on  Wednefday  next. 

Sir  Henry  CAVENnisH  faid  he  did  not  at  all  obje£l  to  thd  bill,' 
but  to  the  manner  in  which  matter  oftentimes,  foreign  to  the  ti- 
tles of  bills,  was  introduced  into  them. 

Mr.  Browne  (of  the  College)  concurred  with  Sir  Henry  Ca- 
veudifh.  In  the  laft  police  bill,  he  faid,  the  Whiteboy-adl  had 
'been  revived  for  tw  nty-one  years.  He  had  occafion  to  confnlt 
that  acl,  which  he'  never  dreamed  of  finding  included  in  an  a^ 
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for  regulating  the  citf  of  DubUnr ;,  but  to  his  very  great  furpnfe 
he  found  it  there,  after  he  had  given  it  up  and  fupppfed  there 
wasnofuch  a£tin  exillence. 

Mn  Marcus  Berksford,  faid  there  was.  no  fuch  thing  in  the 
blD,  and  whatever  he  had  introduced  into  it  had  been  by  the 
fpcdal  order  of  the  Houfe.  His  rcafon  for  bringing  m  the  bill 
thus  early  was,  that  there  might  be  full  opportunity  for  difcuflioa 
and  confideration,  and  that  the  Houfe  might  have  the  advantage 
of  the  abilities  of  gentlemen  of  the  law,  which  could  not  be  if  tt 
was  deferred  till  the  commencement  of  the  aiiizes. 

The  queilion  was  now  put,  that  the  bill  be  read  a  fecond  time 
on  Wednefday  next,  when  the  Houfe  divided, 

Ayes  -^  —  17 

Noes         .    •^—  —  107  ^ 

A  motion  was  then  niade,  that  it  be  read  a  fecond  time  on 
Monday,  whichliieing  negatived  without  a  divifion,  another  mo- 
tion Was  made,  that  the  bill  be  read  a  fecond  time  on  Saturday, 
which  pafTcd  in  the  affirmative. 

•  Mr.  Beresford  faid  as  a  right  hon.  gentleman  intended  this 
day  to  bring  on  a  queilion  of  fome  expe£lation  (tithes)  he  would 
for  the  prefent  defer  what  he  intended  to  offer  on  the  fubjed  of 
the  provincial  premiums  for  encouraging  the  growth  of  flaxfeed. 

Mr.  Brooke  (of  Donegal)  faid  he  thought  the  biH  oit  which 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  promifed  to  deliver  his  opinion  m 
the  Houfe,  a  bill  of  mod  efTential  confcquencc  to  the  ftaple  ma- 
nufacture of  this  kingdom  *,  and  as  probably  there  never  would  be 
a  better  opportunity,  from  the  prefent  fulnefs  of  the  Houfe,  and 
mod  refpedlable  attendance  of  members,  to  give  the  bill  a  fair, 
impartial,  and  unprejudiced  confideration,  he  requefled  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  would  now  bring  forward  .his  queilion. 

Mr-  Beresford  faid  he  would  bring  it  forward  as  early  as  pof- 
lible,  but  would  not  interfere  with  the  prefent  expedlatioa  of  the 
Houfe* 

Mr.  Grattan  faid  it  was  not  his  intention  to  furpnfe  the 
Houfe  at  prefent,  by  introducing  fo  important  a  fubje^  as  that 
of  tithes;  he  would  prefer  fubmitting  the  grievances  complained 
of  by  the  peafantry,  to  a  committee,  who  would  examine  if 
they  really  exiiled  or  not.  That  fuch  mode  of  proceeding 
would  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the  Houfe  he  had  no  doubt ; 
as  the  Committefe,  by  coniidering  the  magical  error  in  its  true 
form,  would  fee  the  neceffity  of  a  commutation  of  tithes; 'a 
commutation  that  was  he  to  propofe,  in  the  lirfl  inflance,  with- 
out convincing  the  Houfe  that  the  peafantry  were  really  diftreffcd, 
might  bring  on  an  oppoiltion  that  he  would  wi(h,  if  poflible,  to 
fee  avoided  on  the  prefent  momentous  fubjedi.  It  was,  he  faid, 
a  poUtion  in  politics  as  well  as  phyiics,  that  for  the  purpofe  of 
removing  the  complaint  it  was  neceifary  for  the  phyfician  to 
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know  tBc  nature  of  the  difoi^dcr*  For  this  purpofc  there  were 
many  rcfpc^ble  witnefles  ready  to  attend  to  prove  their  allega- 
tions, which  he. was  convinced  would  (hew  the  neccffityof  are^ 
Ibrmatioo  being  made  In  this  mode  of  provlfion  for  the  clei^. 
He  therefoie  moved,  '^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  en- 
iguire  whether  any  juft  caufe  of  difcoritent  exifts  amongft  the 
people  of  the  province  of  Muniler,  or  of  the  counties  of  Kil- 
kenny or.Carlow,  on  account  of  tithe  or  the  colleftion  of  tithes  ^ 
and  if  any,  torepi>rt  the  fame,  together  with  their  opinion  there- 
upon. 

In  this  committee,  faid  he,  I  (hill  Hate  and  bring  evidence 
of  the  grievances  under  which  the  wretched  people  labour.  In 
this  committee  I  (hall  aifo  fubmit  vdrat  occurs  to  me  as  the  pro- 
per mode  of  reiNiedy.  i  do  not  wifh  in  the  firft  inftance  toufticr 
.thefe  matters  to  the  Houfe^  becaufe,  as  I  faid  before,  I  am  un- 
willing to  rifle  the'intereft  of  the  clergy>  the  qaufe  of  th^  poor, 
and  the 'happinefs  of  the  country,  upon  my  Opinion.  Let  me 
then  befeech  an  enquiry,  from  which  much  good  and  no  mifcbief 
whaxeyer  can  poffibly  refult. 

Attorney  General.— I  differ  adtogetber  with  my  right 
hoift.  friend  in  the  manner  of  procee^ng  which  he  has  pointed  out. 
1  cannot  thmk  it  right  that  the  Hoofc  ihoold  fet  this  fubjeft 
afloat,  and  diihirb  the  minds  of  the  people,  without  liavii^g  fome 
remedy  to  alUy  them  ;  I  tiill  not,  tWefore,  confent.tathe  com- 
mittee propofed  by  my  right  hoh.  fricntl>  oi*  to  the  aiTembiing  of 
a  number  of  evidences  on  this  huiinefj^,  for  fure  I  am  that  a  more 
ciTc^lual  rrtttlKid  todiftuvbthe  public  peace  could  not  poffibly  Ije 
taken.  My  right  hbn.  friend  allows  that  this  is  a  fubjcdt  of  fo 
great  importance,  that  to  iinifh  it  happily  wiU  require  the  utmoft 
tlFons  of  wifdom*  If  then  his  great  abilities  have  not  b€«n  aWe 
to  form  any  plan  that  he  can  vouch,  and  pdfitively  recommend,  it 
would  be  madncfs  to  agitate  the  fubjedi.  If  he  has  fofmed  aay, 
let  him,  in  God^s  name,  explain  it  to  the  Houfe  ;  he  well  know* 
the  attention  and  partiality  which  will  be  (hewn  to  any  meafurc 

•  of  his,  %    -   • 

Lord  KiNGSRORouGH  faid  hie.  dpemed  an  enquliy  and  refonn 

•  in  the  bufmefs  of  tithes  abfolutely  necefl&iry  ;  the  exorbitance  of 
the  demand  made  upon  the  poorcft  creatures,  and  their  utter  in- 
capacity to  obtain  juftice  by  legal  means,  called  loudly  for  the 
ihterpofitioii  of  Parliament ;  befides  the  injury  which  the  coun- 
try fuilalaed  by  thofe  exactions,  which  prevent  the  improvement 
and  cultivaitioa  of  coarfe  grounds;  for  no  fooner  had  a  wrctcby 
through  hnmger,  fweat  and  labour,  accomplifhed  the  reclaimiflg  a 
piece  of  hitherto  barr^en  moujfttain,  than  theparfon,  who  had  not 
contributed  one  fingle  n\ite  to  his  afliftance,  immediately  charged 
bim  ten  ihillings  ^n  acre  tithe. 
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Colpnel  HoBART. — From  the  good  eficfts  of  the  a6ks  of  laft 
feffion  you  now  have  the  country  in  pcrfe6l  tranquillity.  If  the 
Houfe  c^nfentsto  the  motion  of  the  right  hoa.  gentleman,  you 
will  again  have  all  thofe  difturbances  which  before  thofe  afts  dif- 
igraced  the  country.  We  all  know  that  it  will  be  eafy  to  find  dlf- 
cpntented  people,  who  are  ready  to  come  to  the  bar  and  give  evi* 
dence,  but  fuch  "people  (hould  not  be  encouraged! 

Mr,  Brown  LOW. — ^Tt  is  certain,  that  the  difturbances  have 
ceafed,  but  the  difcontents  have  not,  becaufe  the  grounds  of  them 
have  not  been  removed  ;  the  difturbances  have  ceafed,  becaufe  it 
was  underftood  thiyt  when  the  people  ihould  fhew  due  obedience 
to  law,  this  Houfe  would  take  their  grievances  into  coniideratioa 
— the  motion  of  my  right  hon.  friend  propofes  no  more. 

Colonel  HoBAkt. — The  Houfe  faid  it  would  enter  into  no 
fuch  compad,  but  infiftcd  on  an  obedience  to  the  laws. 

Mr.  GuattAn. — ^The  people  in  the  South  have  grievances,  and 
one  of  their  principal  grievances  is  tithe— do  not  take  it  on  my 
authority,  go  into  a  committee.  It  has  been  faid  in  defence  of 
clerical  exa(^foris,  that  tTiough  fometimes  exorbitant,  they  have 
never  been  illegal.  ! deny  it;  and  will  produce  proof  at  youi? 
bar,  that  exa^^ionsirifomeof  the  difttjrht*d  parts  have  been  not 
exorbitant  only,  but  illegal  likewife..  I-  will  prove  that,  in  many* 
inftances,  tithe  has  been  demanded,  and  paid  for  turf;  that  tithe 
of  turf  has  been  affeffed  at  one  or  two  {hillings  a  houfe  like  hearth- 
money  ;  and  in  addition  to  hearth-money,  with  this  difference, 
that  in  the  cafe  of  hearth-money,,  th'ere  is  an  exempftipn  for  the  poof 
of  a  certain  dcfcrlption;  but  here  it  is  the  poor  of  the  pooreft  order, 
that  is  the  moft  refiftlcfs  people,  who  pay.  1  will  prove  to  you, 
that  nien  have  been  excommunicated  by  a  moft  illegal  fentence, 
for  refufing  to  pay  tithe  of  turf.  I  have  two  decrees  in  my  hand 
from  the  Vicarial  Court  of  Cloync  ;  the  firft  excommunicating 
one  man,  the  fccond  excommunicating  four  men  moft  illegally,  moft 
arbitrarily,  for  refufing  to  pay  tithe  of  turf :  jior  has  tithe  of  turf, 
without  pretence  of  law  or  cuftom  been  a  pradlice  only  ;  but  in 
fome  part  of  the  South,  it  has  been  a  formed  exaftion  with  its 
own  diftinft  and  facetious  appellation,  the  familiar  denomination 
of  fmoak-money.  A  right  tp  tithe  of  turf  has  been  ufurped  againft 
law,  and  a  legiflative  power  of  commutation  has  been  exercifed, 
I  fuppofe  for  familiarity  of  appellation  and  facility  of  colle<Elion. 

I  am  ready,  if  the  Houfe  will  go  into  the  enquiry,  to  name  the 
men,  the  parifh,  and  all  the  circumftances. 

I  undcrftand  that  in  fome  cafes  this  demand  has  ceafed  ;  that 
is,  it  has  been  interrupted  by  the  terror  of  refiftance ;  not  by  a 
refpeft  for  the  law  (a  fad  encouragement  this  to  difturbance)  but 
even  in  fome  of  thcfe  cafes  the  claim  has  been  prcfcrvcd,  though 
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the  attempt  has  been  deterred,  and  to  an  ctideavour  to  j>rc(cTvt 
this  claim,  and  to  inftrt  it  in  the  tody  of  the  a^eement  with  the 
paitiih,  are  we  to  attribute  in  fome  places,  1  underiland,  the  de- 
feat of  compofition  and  of  concord, 

It  has  been  urged,  the  law  would  relieve  I'l  the  cafe  of  demand 
for  tithe  of  turf — but  you  have  admitted  the  poverty  of  the  pea- 
fant,  and  you  cannot  deny  the  expence  of  litigation.  Sir,  t^c 
law  has  been  applied,  and  has  not  relieved. 

I  have  authority  from  a  perfon,now  a  moft  eminent  judge,  and 
fome  years  ago  a  moll  diilinguifhed  lawyer,  to  affirm  to  this 
Houfe,  that  he  in  the  courfe  of  his  profeilion,  did  repeatedly 
take  exceptions  to  libels  in  the  Spiritual  Court  for  tithe  of  turf, 
and  that  they  were  uniformly  over-ruled  ;  and  I  have  the  fame 
authority  to  aiHrm  to  you,  that  the  Spiritual  Courts  do  maintain 
a  right  to  tithe  for  turf,  and  that  in  fo  doings  they  have  a6ted, 
and  do  a.6k  in  grofs  violation  of  the  law. 

I  am  Informed  that  tithe  has  been  demanded  for  furze  fpent 
on  the  premifes  ;  and  therefore,  in  circumllances  not  fubjeft  to 
tithe,  a  demand  opprcilive  to  the  poor,  and  repugnant  to  the 
law. 

Under  this  head  the  allegation  is,  that  in  fome  of  the  ditlurb- 
cd  paridies  of  the  South,  tithe  has  been  demanded  and  paid  with* 
out  cuilom,  and  againft  law  ;  and  that  the  Ecclefiadical  Courts 
liave  allowed  fuch  demands  againU  law  ;  and  this  will  be  verified 
on  oath. 

The  exaftions  of  the  tithe-pro£lor  are  another  inftance  of  ille- 
gality— he  gets,  he  exadls,  he  extorts  from  the  parifhioners,  in 
lome  of  tlie  difturbed  pari(hes  one,  frequently  two  (hillings  in  the 
pouod.  The  clergyman's  agent  is  then  paid  by  the  parifh,  and 
paid  extravagantly.  The  landlord's  agent  is  not  paid  in  this 
manner,  your  tenants  don't  pay  your  agent  ten  per  ccnt»  or  five 
per  cent,  or  any  per  centage  at  all.  What  right  has  the  clergy- 
man to  throw  his  agent  on  his  parifh  ?  As  well  might  he  make 
them  pay  the  wages  of  his  butler,  or  his  footman,  or  his  coach- 
man,   cr  his  poflillion,  or  his  cook. 

This  demand,  palpably  illegal,  mud  have  commenced  in  bri- 
bery— an. illegal  perquifite  growing  out  of  the  abufe  of  power^ — a 
bribe  for  mercy  ; — as  if  the  tithe  pro6tor  was  the  natural  pallo- 
ral-prote£tpr  of  the  poverty  of  the  peafant,  againft  the  polfible 
cpprcfiioiis  of  the  law,  and  the  exadions  of  the  gofpel.  He  was 
fuppofed  to  take  lefs  than  his  employer  would  cxa£l,  or  the  law 
>vouId  allow  ;  and  was  bribed  by  the  fweat  of  the  poor  for  his 
perfidy  and  mercy.  This  original  bribe  has  now  become  a  dated 
perquifiu  ;  and,  in  (lead  of  being  payment  for  moderation,  it  is 
now  a  per  centage  on  rapacity.  The  more  he  extorts  for  the 
parfon,  the  more  he  (hall  get  for  himfelf. 

Are  there  any  decent  clergymen  who  will  defend  fuch  a  prac- 
tice ?  Will  they  allow  that  the  men  they  employ  are  ruffians,  'who 
would  cheat  the  parfon,  if  they  did  not  plunder  the  poor ;  and 


'  Digitized 


by  Google 


tfB^.]  DEBATES*  19^' 

that  the  clerleal  remedy  againft  connivance,  is  to  make  tire  poor 
pay  a  premium  for  the  encreafe  of  that  plunder  an4  exa6lion  of 
which  they  them  felved  aire  the  objedlB  ? 

I  cxcufc  the  tithe-proAor  ;  the  law  is  in  fault  which  gives  great 
and  fummary  powers  to  the  indefinite  claims  of  the  church,  and 
fuffers  both  to  be  vefted  In  the  hands,  not  only  of  the  parfon» 
but  of  a  wretch  who  follows  his  own  nature,  when  he  converts 
authority  into  corruption,  and  law  into  peculation, 
t  have  feen  a  catalogue  of  fome  of  their  charges  ;  fo  much  for 
'  potatoes  ;  fo  much  for  wheat ;  fo  much  for  oats  ;  fo  much  for 
hay-— all  exorbitant;  and  after  a  long  lift  of  unconfcionable  de* 
oiands  for  the  parfon,  comes  In  apeculation  for  the  prodlor  :  two  . 
fliillings  in  the  pound  for  profkorage— *that  Is,  for  making  a 
charge,  for  whofe  excefs  and  extravagance  the  proAor  ought  not 
to  have  been  paid,  but  punlihed^ 

Thus  peculation  has  now  become  a  law  ;  the  pro£lor^s  fees,  paid 
at  firfl,  for  a  low  valuation,  are  now  in  fome  cafes  added  to  a  full 
one  $  and  the  parifh  is  obliged  to  pay  ten  per  cent,  to  the  pro6lor> 
for  the  privilege  of  paying  the  full  tithe  to  the  parfonw 

Under  this  head  the  allegation  is,  that  the  tithe-proftors  in  cer- 
tain jjarlihes  of  the  South,  do  afk  and  extort  from  the  poor  parlfhi- 
oners  one  or  two  (hillings  in  the  pound  under  the  defcnptlon  of 
prockorage-^a  fee  at  once  illegal  and  oppreflive  ;  and  this  they 
are  ready  to'Vqrify  at  your  bar.  ' 

It  has  been  faid,  that  an  equity  has  been  always  obferved  In  fa- 
vour of  the  tiller  of  the  foiL  This,  I  undcrftand,  will  be  contro- 
Vertbd,  And  It  will  be  proved,  that  in  fome  of  the  difturbed  pa- 
rifhes,  the  demands  of  the  following  articles  will  be  found  to  pay 
tithe — wheat,  potatoes,  barley,  bere,  rye,  flax,  hemp,  fheep, 
lambs,  milch-cows,  turf,  pigs,  apples,  peaches,  bees,  cabbage^ 
oziers  ;  Jn  fome,  oblations,  eafter -offerings,  burial-money. 

I  underftand  that  every  thing,  of  any  confequehce,  which  It 
tithed  in  any  part  of  Ireland,  is  tithed  in  Munltef ;  that  pota- 
toes, which  ire  tithed  In  no  other  pan  of  Ireland,  are  tithed  here 
— ^and  that  each  article  is,*  in  moft  of  the  difturbed  parts,  tithed 
higher  than  in  any  other  part  of  Ireland. 

I  undcrftand  that  it  will  appear,  that  in  fome  parts  of  Kerry^ 
they  tithe  potatoes  il.-r-wheat  i6s. — ^barley  13s. — oais  12s. — 
h^y  2S. 

In  Kerry  they  do  not  meafurc  by  the  acre,  but  the  fpade.  * 
They  reckon,  as  I  am  informed,  the  breadth  of  their  potatoc- 
ridge,  or  trench,  to  be  an  Irifh  perch,  or  ten  feet  and  an  half,  the 
length  therefore  when  320  perches  make  an  acre,  they  meafurc 
by  the  fpade  length,  which  is  five  feet  and  an  half  long  5  twenty 
of  thefe  Irifh  fpades  they  fuppofe  to  contain  eighteen  ftone  of  po- 
tatoes, or  what  they  call  two  Kerry  pecks  ;  and  as  there  are  lit- 
tle more  than  61  fcore  fpades  in  the  bed  of  320  perches',  that  is, 
in  an  acre,  the  whole  quantity  of  potatoes  is  valued  at   11 00,  or 
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122  Kerry  pecks,  which  averages  at  twenty  pence  the  peck, 
that  18  208.  the  acre  for  tithe  of  potatoes. 

In  a  parifh  in  the  county  of  Cork,  I  underftand,  the  follow- 
ing demand  was  made  and  paid  : 

Wheat  88.  the  Englifh  acre — barley  the  fame — meadow  48. 
•*-oats  4^. — potatoes  1 2s. — ^prodor's  fees  28.  2d.  in  the  pound, 
and  this  not  for  one  year,  but  a  fucceffion.  This,  when  valued 
by  the  Irifli  acre,  is  for  wheat  1 38. — barley  i js. — meadow  68.  6d. 
—oats  68.  6d. — potatoes  198.  ♦ 

This  will  better  appear,  by  dating  to  you  fome  of  the  proe^ 
tor's  bills  for  a  feries  of  years,  which  I  under&uid  will  be  prorci^ 
it  your  bar. 

In  the  year  1782, 


For  113  Englifh  acres  of  meadow 

ai 

r6 

0 

16  ditto  l^rley 

5 

12 

0 

8  ditto  oats 

I 

12 

0 

2  ditto  potatoes 

I 

4 

0 

as.  prodorage 

3 

5 

0 

In  the  year  1783. 

For  92  Englifli  acres  of  meadow  , 

18 

0 

0 

18  ditto  oats 

3 

0 

0 

4  ditto  potatoes 

2 

8 

0 

28.  in  the  pound  pro6lorage 

2 

12 

0 

Valuation  for  1784. 

74  acres  of  meadow                 -           - 

14 

0 

0 

9  ditto  fecond  crop  potatoes 

4 

10 

0 

For  1785. 

8  acres  barley  fecond  crop 

2 

r6 

0 

I  ditto  potatoes  feco'd  crop 

0 

10 

0 

For  1786. 

'3  acres  and  half  potatoes  and  flax 

2 

2 

0 

2  ditto  bailey 

0 

16 

0 

7  ditto  meadow 

I 

I 

0 

10  cowa- 

0 

3 

4 

You  will  obferve  that  thefe  arc  all  the  Englifh  acre,  and  make 
the  acreable  ratages  about  what  I  have  ilated,  in  round  number«. 

I  have  alfo  to  produce  fcyeral  affidavits  of  different  people,  (pea* 
fants  i  fuppofe  they  are)  from  the  county  of  Cork.  The  brief 
i)f  which  affidavits  I  will  now  ftate  to  you — ^they  depofe,  that  a 
charge  was  made  of  ten  fhilllngs  (Englifh  acre  I  am  informed) 
for  wheat,  and  tea  for  potatoes,  of  the  worft  kind. 

That  a  charge  was  made  of  twenty  fhilllngs  for  an  acre  and 
half  of  barley,  and  that  the  crop  was  a  bad  one. 

That  a  charge  was  made  and  exa<3:ed,  of  fifteen  (hillings  for 
half  an  Englifh  acre  of  wheat>  and  half  an  acre  of  oats. 
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They  prove  that  the  tithe  has  encreafed  of  late,  m  (bme  parts, 
from  5  to  8  or  10  ihillings  the  Englifli  acre  for  potatoes ;  from 
4  to  8  or  10  fhillings  for  wheat;  aod  foi , barley,.  oats>  and  hay, 
in  a  fimilar  proportion. 

They  prove  that  the  charges  in  the  Ecclefiaftical  Courts  have 
fwefled  to  ten  times  the  original  fum. 

They  prove  that  the  tithe  demanded  in  1786,  in  fome  in- 
ftances  exceeded  the  rack-rent  of  the  land  ;  they  prove  that  it  b 
a  pradfce  to  charge  for  more  acres  than  the  peafant  has  in  tiHage 
4--and  they  produce  the  charge  of  the  proAor,  and  the  return  of 
the  furveyor  ;  they  prove  that  the  prices  charged  in  fome  ihftanccf 
in  1 786,  exceeded  the  value  of  the  tithe. 

They  prove  an  unchriftian  and  uncharitable  exaftion.  What 
credit  is  to  be  given  to  thcfe  affidavits,  you  will  be  the  befl  judge 
when  you  go  into  the  committee  ;  but  this  I  think,  even  on  the 
ftatcmcnt  you  can  decide  that  thefe  peafants  have  been  oppreiTed. 
by  tithe,  and  however  fondly  and  partially  thefe  men  may  ftatc 
their  own  cafe,  yet  it  appears  that  they  have  a  cafe  which  you 
ought  to  confider,  and  that  there  has  not  been  that  moderation 
on  the  part  of  parfon  and  prodor,  as  by  the  former  is  fo  confi- 
dently alledged. 

I  undcrftand  in  the  courfe  of  your  enquiry  it  will  appear,  that 
a  living  has  been  lately  and  i*apidly  raifed  from  60I.  to  jool.  by 
the  new  incumbent ;  that  a  farm  from  12I.  a  year  tithe,  has  been 
raifed  to  601.-— that  a  living  in  thefe  difturbed  parts  from  130L 
has'  been  in  the  fartie  manner  and  €fxpedition  raifed  to  340I. — 
that  another  living  in  thefe  difturbed  parts,  in  the  fame  manner, 
has  been  raifed  from  300I.  to  i  ooqL 

I  underfland  it  wUl  appear  to  you,  that  14I.  have  been  demand- 
ed and  paid  for  1 1  acres,  the  rent  of  which  was  only  i  il.  i  is. 
that  flax  has  been  in  fome  of  thofe  difturbed  parts  rated  exor- 
bitantly— ^thac  rape  has  been  rated  at  one  guinea  an  acre ;  nay  one 
return  goes  fo  far  as  to  fay,  16I.  were  demanded  for  four  acres  of 
rape.  Thefe  particulars  you  will  judge  of,  when  you  open  your 
committee,  how  far  they  may  be  exaggerations,  how  far  they 
may  be  grievances,  after  every  allowance  for  fanguine  ftatement 
on  the  part  of  the  huft)andman. 

But  there  are  fome  returns  which  cannot  be  exaggerations,  and 
which  are  exorbitant — they  are  the  returns  of  the  proper  officer 
appointed  by  the  Court  of  Chancery,  to  try  petitiohg  under  the 
Compenfation-a6l. 

From  Limerick  there  are  Bvt ;  one  is 


Flax,  from 

106.     to 

OS. 

Meadow,  from  2S. 

3d-  to  38, 

Potatoes, 

8      — 

10 

Sheep,                0 

4—0 

Wheat, 

6      — 

0 

Lambs,               0 

3—0 

Barley, 

6     — 

0 

Cows,                 0 

2     —  0 

Oatt, 

^   4  .- 

5 

Receivers  fees,    2 

2—0 

Proved  to  have  been  conftantly  paid. 
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Flax 

Potatoes 

Rye 


November  5th,  1787 — Average  valuation  allowed. 


od. 
P 


Oats 

Meadow 


48. 

2. 


od. 
10 


Wheat 

Potatoes 

Barley 


128, 

10 

6       o 
Cows  44.  each. 

1787 — Average  valuation  allowed 
108.     od.  I  Oats  -         5s, 

10       o.     I  Meadow         -      3 
Cows  3d.  each. 

December  19th,  1787 — Average  valuation  allowed, 


Oaober 
Potatoes 
Wheat 


3'» 


"1  •^ 

\i 

od.l? 
P    }> 


98, 

8 


od. 


Oats 
Meadow 


o' 

7       6 
Sheep  4d.  ;  Cows  2d.  each. 


46. 
2 


6d. 
6 


1> 


06lober  1 8th,  1787 — Valuation  per  report  made  to  the  Lord 

Chancellor. 
Potatoes         -  128.     Od.     Barley       -  los.     od, 

Flax  -  12       o        Oats         -  60 

Rape  -  12       o        Meadow  6       o 

Wheat  -  10       o 


1 


Cows  3d.r~Sheep  and  Lambs  together,  3d. 

I  (hall  now  re^d  you  the  return  from  Cork,  from  the  proper 
Officer  appointed  to  try  petitions.  Thf  return  confifts  of  different 
acreable  ratages.  The  acre,  I  am  told,  in  that  couatry,  is  the 
Englifti  acre  :  if  fo  the  ratages  are  as  follow  :  ^ 


Potatoes.  1 

E.A  Ir 

A 

8. 

8. 

d. 

5 

8 

I 

6 

9 

9 

7 

11 

4 

8 

'3 

0 

9 

H 

0 

10 

16 

0 

Wheat. 

E.A  Ir.  A 

8.     8.     d. 

Barley. 
E.A  li.  A 

8.      8.      d. 

Oats. 

E.A  Ir.A 

8.    S.    d. 

Meadow. 
E.A  Ir.A 

8.    Si.      d. 

699 

7  11  ,  0 

8  13     0 
10  16     0 

7"8     I 

699 

264 

3     4  'o 
4^6 

5-    0     8 

23     3 
3     4  10 
466 

I  believe  there  is  no  man  who  /hears  thefe  charges,  that  will 
xiot  pronounce  fome  of  them  exorbitant,  unconfcionable,  and 
totally  different  from  thofe  which  the  advocates  for  tithe  have 
ventured  publicly,  to  acknowledge  or  defend.  I  believe  no  man 
who  hears  thefe  ratages,  that  will  not  fay  that  fome  of  them  pre- 
clude the  idea  of  any  equity  in  favour  of  the  tiller  of  the  foil, 
and  that  the  perfon  who  makes  fuch  a  demand  means  to  exadl  the 
lafl  penny  of  his  claim,  and  if  he  talks  of  moderation  is  a  hypo*- 
crite. 

As  to  potatoes,  the  clergyman  ought  not  to  proceed  with  re- 
ference to  the  produce,  but  the  price  of  labour :  in  the  parts  of 
which  I  have  been  fpeaking,  the  price  of  labour  is  not  more  than. 
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jfd.  a  dJay  tHe  year  round  ;  that  is,  61.  48.  the  year ;  >  fuppofing  the 
Jabourer  to  work  every  day  but  Sunday,  making  an  allowance  for 
ficknefs,  broken  weather,  and  holidays,  you  (hould  ftrike  off 
more  than  a  fixth  :  he  has  not  in  faft  theti  more  than  5I.,  a  year 
by  his  labour ;  his  family  average  above  five  perfons,  nearer  fix^ 
of  whom  the  wife  may  make  fometbing  by  fpinning  Hn  thefc 
parts  of  the  country  there  are  confiderable  manufaftories).  Five 
pounds  a  year,  with  the  wife's  fmall  earnings,  is  the  capital  to 
iupport  fuch  a  family,  and  pay  rent  and  hearth-money,  and  in 
fome  cafes  of  illegal  exadion,  fmoak-money  to  the  parfon»— — 
When  a  gentleman  of  the  church  of  Ireland  comes  to  a  peafant 
fo  circumftanced,  and  demands  12  or  i6s.  an  acre  for  tithe  of  po» 
tatoes— he  demands  a  child's  provifion — ^he  exa6ls  contribution 
from  a  pauper — he  gleans  from  wretchedneft — ^he  leafes  from  pe« 
nury — ^he  fattens  on  hunger,  raggednefs,  and  deftitution.--Ii\ 
vain  (hall  he  ftate  to  fuch  a  man,  the  prodlor's  valuation,  and  in^. 
form  him,  that  an  acre  of  potatoes,  well  tilled,  and  in  good 
ground,  ihould  produce  fo  many  barrels  ;  that  each  barrel  at  the 
market  price  i$  worth  fo  many  (hillings,  which  after  ajlowing  for. 
digging,  tithes  at  fo  much. 

The  peafant  may  anfwer  this  reafoning  by  the  Bible  ;  he  may 
fet  up  againft  the  tithcrprodlor's  valuation  the  New  Teftament 
— the  precepts  of  Chrift  againft  the  clergyman's  arithmetic  ;  the 
parfon's  fpiritual  profeflions  againft  his  temporal  exadions,  and  la 
the  argumept,  the  peafant  would  have  the  advantage  of  the  par- 
fon.  It  is  an  odious  conteft  between  poverty  and  luxury — be* 
twecn  the  ftruggles  of  a  pauper  and  the  luxury  of  a  piieft. 

Such  a  man,"  making  fuch  a  demand,  may  have  many  good 
qualities  ;  may  be  a  good  theologian  ;  an  excellent  controverfia- 
lift  ;  deeply  read  in  church .biftoi  y  ;  very  accurate  in  the  value 
of  church  benefices  ;  an  excellent  high  prieft — but  no  Chriftian 
paftor*  He  is  not  the  idea  of  a  Chriftian  minifter — the  White- 
boy  is  the  leaft  of  his  foes — his  great  enemy  is  the  precept  of  the 
gofpcl  and  the  example  of  the  apoftles. 

With  refpedl  to  the  rudiments  of  manufa6lure,  you  ought  not 
to  proceed  according  either  to  the  produce  or  to  the  price  of  la- 
bour— ^you  (hould  obfcrve  an  equity  in  favour  of  the  man ufa6turer« 
When  I2S.  an  acre  are  demanded  for  flax,  the  tithe  is  fatal  to  the 
progrefs  of  the  linen  trade  in  the  South — and  the  great  v^ord  inr 
creafe  and  multiply  meets  obftruftion  in  this  inftance,  froni  fome 
of  the  minifters  of  the  gofpel,  or  thofe  employed  by  them,  pre- 
venting the  growth  of  manufafture  and  population,  by  the  excefs 
of  demand  and  the  love  of  riches.  England  eftablifhed  a  modus 
for  flax,  a  modus  of  58.  an  acre,  and  yet  the  linen  manufadlure 
is  not  the  ftaple  of  England,  but  was  given  up  by  England  to  be 
the  ftaple  of  Ireland.  The  parliament  of  England  eftabli(hes  there 
a  modus  of  5s.  an  acre  for  your  ftaple,  and  fome  of  your  glergy 
Jjtrc  demand  for  it  12  s.  an  acre. 
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Under  the  head  of  cxcth  the  following  alTegation  ts  fubroittfd 
to  your  confideratlon  ;  that  in  certain  panfhes  of  the  South  the 
charge  for  tithe  has  been  uhconfcionable,  and  has  not  obfened 
any  equity  in  favour  of  the  hufbandman,  the  poor,  or  the  mana- 
feAurer. 

But  the  law  would  relieve  ;  turn  to  the  Eccleiiaftical  Courts — 
the  judge  is  a  clergyman,  or  appointed  by  a  clergyman,  and  of 
courfe  i»  a  party  judge ;  and  though  in  fome  cafes  his  perfon^ 
re<^Itude  may  correA  his  fituation,  and  prevent  him  from  being 
a  partial,  yet  from  the  conftitution  of  his  court,  he  ia  a  party 
judge. — The  Ecclefiaftical  Courts  in  England  maintained  gravel 
and  ftone  to  be  titheable,  as  fome  of  ours  have  maintained  turf 
to  be  titheable.  Lord  Holt  faid,  they  made  every  thing  tithe- 
able  ;  but,  fays  he,  I  do  not  regard  that,  the  Pope,  from  whom 
our  clergy  derive  their  claim,  though  they  depart  from  its  alledg- 
cd  application,  fubjefted  to  tithe  the  gains  of  the  merchant,  and 
the  pay  of  the  army — the  canons  went  farther,  and  held  the  tithe 
of  fornication  and  adultery  to  be  the  undoubted  property  of  the 
church.  We  are  now  too  enlightened  to  liften  to  claims  carried 
to  fo  very  great  an  extent,  and  Ecclefiaftical  Courts  are  lefs  extra- 
vagant now ;  but  ftili,  the  principle  continues,  the  bias  conti- 
nues—flill  they  are  party  courts ;  the  evidence,  like  the  judge, 
is  a  party — ^he  is  worfe,  he  is  frequently  the  fervant  of  the  party, 
and  the  nature  of  his  evidence  is  the  beft  calculated  to  give  every 
latitude  to  partiality  and  corruption — he  generally  views  the  crop, 
tvhen  the  crop  is  ripe,  or  when  the  ground  k  red ;  in  the  firft  cafe 
he  cannot,  with  any  great  accuracy,  afcertain  the  quantum  <^ 
prodiice,  and  in  the  laft  cafe,  he  cannot,  with  any  accuracy  at 
all;  and  yet,  without  furvey,  without  meafure,  and  in  fome 
cafes,  without  infpe6^ion  of  the  crop,  hear  him  fwearing  be- 
fore a  party  judge,  to  the  quantum  of  ground  and  produce, 

I  have  feledled  fome  cafes  from  the  Vicar's  Court  of  Cafhcl. — 
I  will  read  them,  and  on  fome  of  them  will  make  fuch  obferva- 
tions  as  ogcur  to  me.  I  will  begin  with  the  year  1 766,  to  prove 
the  prefcnt  mode  and  meafure  to  be  encroachment, 

1766. 

Seymour  againft  Burke. — Subtracted  two-thirds  of  two  acres 
of  here,  two  acres'of  oats,  five  acres  of  oats  and  one  acre  and  an 
half  of  potatoes,  and  three  acres  of  meadow ing,  parifh  of  Bally- 
brood,  and  county  of  Limerick,  valued  at  il.  128.  it  was  proved 
that  all  the  tithes  of  the  faid  parifli  belonged  to  promovcnt,  and 
that  two  thirds  of  the  tithes  were  fubtradted  by  the  impugnant. 

Hartley  againft  Ryan  and  others. — Seven  lambs  ^nd  forty-two 
fheep,  8s.  2d. — one  acre  of  oats  and  potatoes,  3s. — half  an  acre  of 
oats  IS.  6d. — feven  acres  of  meadow  at  is.  6d.  per  acre  los.  6d. 

1767. — They  had  two  acres  of  potatoes,  los. — two  acres  of 
new  potatoes,  128. — three  roods  of  oats,  2s.  3d.-^fix  acres  of 
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meadow,  at  19.  6d.  an  acre— fartyi-oae  ibcep,  and  twelve  lamb% 
at  2d.  a  piece,  8s.  lod. 

1 768.-^Tlicy  had  four  acres  of  potatoes,  il. — ^half  an  acre  of, 
new  potatoes,  3s. — ^fix  acres  of  meadow,  98. 

September  I,  1769 — 'KnockgrafFon. 

The  reverend  Nicholas  Htrhert  againft  Parker, — Eight  acres  of 
wheat,  at  5*.  an  acre. 

Mqffey  againft  SmithwicL-^^Ozts  one  acre  and  an  half,  63.---oa 
the  lands  of  Ballynagrana, '  in  the  parilh  of  Endy. 

Morgan  againft  Fitzpatr'tck. — Ballydarrid,  diocefe  of  Cafliel. 
One  aci"e  and  an  half  of  here,  78.  6d, — two  acres  of  meadow  at 
2s.  6d.  each,  5s. — ^three  acres  of  oats  at  2s.6d.  each,  7s.  6d. 

February   16,    177 1. 

Do^or  jfervass  againft  the  A^orr'ifey\, — Half  an  acre  of  potatoes, 
^s. — one  acre  and  an  half  of  wheat,  1 2s. — fix  acres^  of  meadow, 
185. — two  acres  of  oats)  8s. — one  acre  of  wheat  and  fome  pota- 
toes, 8s. — one  acre  of  wheat  and  fome  potatoes,  6s. — one  acre  of 
wheat  and  fome  potatoes,  8s. — half  an  acre  of  potatoes  and  oats, 
3s. — half  an  acre  of  wheat,  4s. — half  an  acre  of  potatoes,  43.-^ 
one  acre  of  oats  and  potatoes,  6s. 

Cooper  againft  Gltffan. — One  acre  of  oats,  js.  6d. — one  acre  of 
here,  5  s.— two  acres  of  wheat,   los.—  two  acres  of  rape,  148. 

Februarys,  1772. 

Lfoyd  9L^dM,  Hourigam — Subtra6^ed  in  1770,  an  orchard  on 
the  lands  of  Grange,  in  the  parifh  of  CahirconliAi,  two-thirds  of 
the  tithes,  il.  6s.  8d.  and  on  the  lands  of  Knockeen,  another 
orchard,  two-thirds  of  the  tithes  of  which,  168   8d. 

Hanley  againft  Sadlier, — ^Thirty  acres  of  meadow,  at  is.  id.  an- 
acre— twelve  acre«  of  meadow,  at^i  s.  6d.  an  acre — Decreed,  with 
68.  8d.  coft. — Note,  the  lands  in  the  Union  of  Toom. 

January  23,  1773.^ 
Blale  againft  5r)'^2«.— Brittas  in  the  parifh  of  Thurles,  impug- 
napt,  in  1771  fubtraded  two  one-half  acres  potatoes,  at  7s.  6d. — 
one  acre  of  barley  at  5s.— eighteen  acres  of  meadow  at  3s. — And 
in  1772  he  fubtrafted  feven  one-half  acres  at  Ss. — four  one-half  ^ 
acre  of  here  at  78. — four  onC'-haif  acres  of'  barley  at  5s.— eight 
acres  of  oats  at  58.— ^twelve  acres  of  meadow  at  38.^ 

January  8,   1774. 

Moore* zgam^  fever al perfons  — Barley  6d.  6d.  an  acre — ^wheat 

i  78. — mead'ow,  2s.  6d. — potatoes,  Ss. — ^in  the  parifh  of  Emly. 

.Rtall  2Lg?Lmk  fever af per fons» — Five  one-half  acres  of  potatoes, 

il,  1 38. — two  acres  of  oats,  8s.— one  one-half  acre  of  meadow,  6s. 

f— one  acre  of  rape,  Ss- — Killenaule,  decreed  with  6d.  coft  in  each. 

Cooper  againft  Cljfan, -^Bcre^  5s.  an  acre— -oats,  4s.  an  acre. 
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oats,  3s.  66,  an  acre — wbeat>  58. — ^Deancfgrovc,  in  the  parifli  of 
the  Rocks. 

Herbert  againft  M*Encraw, — Wheat,  88.  an  acre — oat8, 3s.  6d. 
bere  and  flax,  6s. — ^potatoes,  8b. — Knockgralfon  parifh. 

February  2,  1775. 

Z<7fiwoo^  againft  Mociler. — Barley,  58.  an  acre — oats,  3s,  6d. 
bere,  one  one-fourth  acre,  68.  3d  -^Ardmayle  parifli 

Z/oriwoo^/ againft  Meagher. — Bere,  58.  an  acre — roats,  3s,  6d. 
wheat,  6s, — Ardmayle  parifh. 

January  20,  1778. 
Cooper  againft  Cunningham. — Thurlefbegg,  the  pariffi  of  the 
Rocks,  oats,  3  s.  6d.  an  acre — barley,  58. — rape,  Bs. 

1780, 

i?/^// againft  Freehy. — Ballingarry  parifti,  wheat,  5s.  an  acre — r 
potatoes,  28. — oats,  lod, — fiibtrafted  in  1777. 

Tierney  againft  Cleary  and  others. — Parifti  of  Tennor,  potatoes, 
6s.  an  acre — wheat,  78. — ^bere,  6s. — oats,  4s. 

Shaw  ?igVLm^  Carroll. — Ballyfheehan  pariih,  two-thirds  of  the 
tythes  ;  two  hundred  and  fixty-five  barrels  of  potatoes,  growing 
on  four  one-half  acres  at  35.  6^.  a  barrel,  3I.  is.  3d. — forty-two 
barrels  of  wheat,  on  feven  acres,  2I.  153. — fixty-four  barrels  of 
Bere  on  four  acres,  il.  f  os.  3d. — in  all  7I.  68.  6d.  with  f  1.  coft. 

Hare  zgmn^fame. — Two  hundred  and  fixty-five  barrels  of  po- 
tatoes, one  third  of  the  tithes  thereof,  il.  95.  8%d.— forty^two 
barrels,  one  third  of  the  tithes  thereof  il.  8s.  2d.— fixty-four  ba«> 
rels  of  bere,  one-third  of  the  tithes  thereof  13s.  7  ^d.rp-Decree, 
wl  h  il.  coft. 

Same  againft  Mary  Strang.-r^Vfo  thoufand  three  hundred  and 
fifty  barrels  of  potatoes,  one  half  of  the  tithe  of  which,  22I.  is, 
5d. — bere  one  hundred  and  twenty^eight  barrels,/one  Half  of  the 
tithe  of  which,  2I.  6s.  4d.— -oats,  one  hundred  and  forty-three 
barrels,  one  half  of  the  tithe  of  which,  2I.  38.  8d.-i— ^ax,  one  half 
c4f  the  tithe  of  which,  5s. — hay,  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  tons, 
one  half  of  the  tithe  of  which,  61.  5s. — ^in  all  33I.  is.  4d. — ^The 
archbifhop  took  time  to  confider, 

July  16,  1780. 
Same  againft  Mary  Sirang.-^'N^ve  for  the  impugnant  prayed 
to  be  let  into  the  merits,  but  his  grace  over-ruled  him. — Nave 
then  tendered  i  ol.  4s.  9d.  as  a  compenfation,  -which  the  promo- 
vent  refufed. — Griffith  prayed  fentence,  which  was  decreed  by 
bis  grace  for  33I.  is.  4d.  with  il.  6s.  8d.  cofts;. 

Auguft  12,   T782 
Maff'ey  againft  Murnane* — Meadow,  five  acres,  il.  and  il.  (i%» 
Sd.  coft.    . 

0£^ober  7,   i*'82. 
Shanji)  againft  Mahony. — Ordered  that  Gilbert  Meara,  the  proc- 
tor (jf  Caefar  Sutton,  be  injoined  from  colledling  or  demanding 
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tithes  from  any  of  the  parifhioiicrs  of  BaUyfheehan,  which  arc 
iJaimed  by  faid  Sutton 

Hare  againft  Strang — Decree  that  the  appeal  is  deferted  in 
pair))  and  that  a  monition  (hall  liTue  for  33I.  16.  4d.  purfuant  to 
the  rule  of  the  1 6th  July,  1781. 

March  10,  1783. 

Z/oj^^/ againft  Hoops — 6q  acres  of  meadow,  producing  240 
tons,  value  16I. — 10  acres,  40  tons,  2I.  13a.  4d. — 6048  ftone  of 
potatoes,  at  id.  per  ftone — ^the  tithe  in  all  2I.  iqs.  4d  and  il. 
0s.  8d.  coft. 

Ryan  againft  Madden — ^Decree  for  4s.  6d.  for  the  tithe  of  2 
acres  of  meadow,  and  il.  6s.  8d-  coft. 

Moore  againft  Pat.  Moroney — i-acre  potatoes,  producing 
60  barrels,  at  9s.  9d.  per  barrel,  that  is  2I.  1 8s.  6d.  per  acre-^ 
4.  acres  of  n^eadow,  at  two  one-half  tons  per  acre  at  il.  a  ton. 

June,   1785. 

i2y^7«  againft  Greene — -4  acres  and  three-fourths,  potatoes  j^t 
64  barrels  containing  4256  ftone,  the  tithe  425  ftone  at  4d.  per 
ftone,  amount  to  5I.  6s.  3s. — ^ftax  2  acres  and  i-half,  160  ftone,  the 
tithe,  1 6  ftone  at  48.  3I.  4s.  od.— oats,  4  acres  and  i  -quarter, 
containing  232  ftone,  the  tithe  43  ftone  at  6d.  per  ftone  il. 
1 8.  6d. — meadow,  ten  acres,  30  tons,  the  tithe  3  tons,  at  % 
guineas  per  acre,  61.  >68  6d.  in  aD  r61.  8s.  3s. 

Parifli  of  Ballingarry,  June  26,  1784. 

Prejlon  againft  Qllffbrd — In  1783,  420  ftone  of  potatoes,  tithe 
at  3d.  per  ftone,  anjount  to  los.  6d. — oats  48  ftone,  tithe  at  9d. 
per  ftone,  38.  47* — ^barley,  196  ftone,    tithe  at  8d.    per  ftone,  * 
133. — hay,  10  tons,  tithe  whereof   i  ton,    2I.  3s.  4d.     Decree, 
^nd  il.  6s.  8d.  jcoft, 

July  26,  1784. 

Waljh  againft  Fanning — Parifii  Kilcooly,  in  1 783,  had  two-oner 
half  ton,  at  208.  per,  the  tithe  5  cwt.  valqe  5s. — potatoes,  100 
barrels  at  38.  per,  the  tithe  il,  los. — oats  5  barrels,  tithe  half 
barrel^  yalue  35  6d.  in  all  ;1.  xSs.  6d.  Decree,  and  iL  6%.  8d. 
coft. 

It  appears  from  one  of  thefe  decrees,  that  in  the  year  1780,  a 
demand  Is  brought  for  two  hundred  and  lixty-five  barrels  of  po- 
^toes,  as  two-thirds  of  the  tithe  of  the  parifh  of  Bally (heegan. 
By  what  learned  procefs  the  proctor  or  evidence  can  prove  this 
precife  value,  or  whether  he  has  meafured  the  crop,  I  cannot 
fay,  but  I  moft  ftrongly  fufpefft  the  contrary ;  and  then  his  va- 
luation is  a  falfe  and  arbitrary  accuracy,  and  his  fub-divifion  of 
the  crop  is  a  trick  to  encreafe  the  charge.  The  minutenefs  of 
charge  is  the  multiplication  of  oppreffion.  Do  not  imagine 
that  the  proprietor  of  tithe  cannot  proceed  otherwife  than 
by  this  fpecles  of  minute  valuation^  for  I  have  read  you  the 
Report  of  fults  brought  In  a  different  manner,  to  which  I  beg 
jrou  may  advert.  This  method  appears  from  the  report,  aa 
mnoyatioD ;  it  is  tithing  by  mouthfuls. 
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It  appears  from  this  decree^  that  thefe  two  koRdred  and  fixty- 
five  barrels  of  potatoes^  were  the  produce  of  four  acres  and  an 
half;  the  charge  appears  to  be  4].  38.  9d.  that  is  near  il  the 
acre  for  potatoes ;  the  cafe  goes  on  and  charges  for  forty-two 
barrels  of  wheat ,.( not  meafured,  I  apprehend)  4I.  48.  6d.  vaipe 
20s.  the  barrel,  and  as  this  appears  to  arife  from  feven  acresi 
the  charge  is  12s.  the  acre  ;  to  this  is  added,  208.  coft. 

The  cafe  that  follows  this  is,,  a  demand  brought  for  one-third 
of  the  tithe,  and  proceeds  exa£lly  on  the  fame  principles  of  crafty 
minutenefs,  falfe  accuracy,  and  real  opprefilon. 

In  thefe  cafes  you  will  rccolle6k,  that  there  (hould  ever  be 
made  a  difference  between  the  field  price  and  market  price  ;  the 
field-price  is  what  the  crop  is  worth  at  the  time,  and  in  the  ilate 
in  which  the  parfon's  right  accrues ;  and  the  market  price  is  that 
to  w^ch  the  parfon  has  no  right.  Thefe  diftindlions  do  not  fcem 
always  to  have  been  religioufly  adhered  to  by  theft  clerical  judges. 

The  next  cafe  I  fhall  obferve  on  is,  a  demand  brought  for  two 
thoufand  three  hundred  and  fifty  barels  of  potatoes,  one  hundred 
and  twenty-eight  barrels  of  here,  and  one  hundred  and  forty- 
eight  barrels  of  oats.  On  what  evidence  ?  Who  was  the  labori- 
ous indefatigable  man  who 'went  through  the  long  procftfs  of 
meafuring  and  weighing  this  ponderous  and  bulky  produce  ? 
This  is  the  cafe  of  Mrs.  Strang,  and  the  rcfult  of  this  charge  is, 
a  decree  for  33I.  14s.  and  il.  6s.  8d.  coft. — There  is  no  neceffity 
for  knowledge  of  faft  to  fupport  fuch  a  demand  ;  the  evideocc 
docs  it  by  his  power  of  gueffing,  by  his  craft,  his  fagacity ; 
\^hich,  it  fecms,  before  fuch  a  tribunal,  Is  fatisfa6lory.  You 
think  this  meafure  by  the  barrel  a  criminal  ingenuity  ;  but  they 
carry  it  much  farther,  they  fwear  to  the  ftone.  I  have  read  you 
a  fuit  brought  for  fix  thoufand  and  forty-eight  ftone  of  potatoes ; 
but  there  is  a  cafe  which  fums  up  all  the  principles  which  I  have 
ftated  and  obje^ed  to  ;  it  is  the  cafe  of  Ryan  againft  Greene. 
In  this  four  acres  and  a  quarter  of  potatoes  are  alledged  to  have 
contained  four  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fixty-fix  ftone,  and  are 
tithed  at  5I.  6s.  3d.  which  is  above  one  guinea  an  acre  for  pota- 
toes ;  two  acres  and  a  half  of  flax  are  alledged  to  contain  one 
hundred  and  fixty  ftone,  and  are  charged  above  3I.  4s.  above  a 
guinea  an  acre  for  flax  ;  four  acres  and  a  quarter  of  oats,  alledg- 
ed to  contain  four  hundred  and  thirty-two  ftone,  are  charged 
iL  18.  6d,  about  5s.  the  acre  ;  ten  acres  of  meadow,  alledged  to 
contain  thirty  ton,  are  charged  at  61.  6s.  6d.  that  is  above  12s. 
the  acre  meadow  j  the  decree  went  for  the  fum  charged,  1 61.  8». 
3d.  and  the  coft  il.  68.  8d.  An  obfervation  which  aggravates 
even  this  cafe,  will  occur,  when  I  tell  you  this  charge  was  made 
in  a  year  of  famine — the  famine  of  1783,  when  an  embargo  was 
laid  on  your  exports,  and  the  people  nourifiied  by  contribution 
There  is  another  aggravation  even  to  this  ;  they  charge  a  famine 
price,  and  calculate  a  plenty  produce,  and  avail  themfePres  d 
both.    - 
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There  IS  another  cafe  of  fcarcity,  where  a  fuit  is  brought  £or 
four  hundred  and  thirty  ftone  of  potatoes,  valued  at  jd.  per  ftone, 
a  price  of  fcarcity  ;  for  forty-eight  ftone  of  oats,  a  price  of  fear- 
city  ;  and  for  ten  tons  of  hay,~  valued  at  2 1.  38.  ^d.  the  ton,  a 
price  of  fcarcity,  decreed  with  iL  68.  8d.  cofts.  Another  cafe  of 
fcarcity^— where  a  demand  is  naade  for  fix  hundred  and  thirty  ilohe 
of  potatoes,  valued  at  3d.  per  ftone,  a  price  of  fcarcity ;  ninety* 
fix  ftone  of  oats,  valued  at  9d.  per  ftone,  a  price  of  fcarcity  ; 
eleven  tons  of  hay,  at  2L  38.  9 d,  the  ton— total  tithe,  3I.  i^ 
decreed  with  il.  6d  8d.  cofts  ;  and  thefe  feem  to  be  the  cafe  of 
poor  peafants,  who  have  but  fix  hundred  or  four  hundred  ftone 
of  potatoes,  valued  at  3d.  a  ftone,  in  a  hard  year,  in  the  famiae 
of  1783,  decreed  with  the  aggravation  of  the  higheft  cofts  che 
law  would  allow. 

But  there  is.  a  cafe  of  a  moft  extraordinary  appearance — a  cafe 
which  rtfes  on  famine.  I  do  not  fee  that  any  decree  vo^as  made 
upon  it ;  one  acre  of  potatoes  is  alledged  to  contain  fixty  barrels 
of  potatoes,  and  each  barrel  is  valued  at  9s.  9d.i — ^that  is  2L  18& 
6d.  tithe  for  the  acre  of  potatoes. 

With  regard  to  the  legality  of  the  condu^  of  a  clergynMin, 
who  in  rating  his  panfhioners,  takes  advantage  of  a  famine,  and 
brings  up  as  it  were  the  rere  of  divine  vengeance,  and  becomes 
ia  his  own  perfon,  the  laft  great  fcourge  of  the  hufbandmaa^*- 
with  regard  to  the  legality  of  the  conduct  of  a  clergyman,  who 
not  only  takes  the  advantage  of  famine,  but  joins  a  fannne  price 
to  a  plenty  produce,  and  by  one  and  the  fame  ad  punifhes  hu- 
man induftry,  and  aggravates  phyfical  misfortune — as  to  the  le- 
gality of  fuch  a  condu<ft,  I  fhall  fay  nothing— it  may  be  perfedly 
confiftent  with  his  temporal  claims,  bat  blafts  his  fpiritual  preten- 
fions — for  ever. 

After  thefe  oppreffions,  the  moft  grievous  kind  of  oppreffions 
•^-oppreffions  by  judgment  of  law,  you  would  hardly  liften  to  the 
minor  grievance  where  the  decree  fhall  be  for  il.  and  the  cofts 
il.  6s.  8d. — ^where  the  decree  fhall  be  for  48.  and  cofts  il.  6s.  8d. 
There  are  fevcral  of  this  kind — ^bnt  this  would  feem  the  mercy 
of  the  court  admonifhing  the  peafantry  never  to  appear  again  be- 
fore fuch  a  tribunal. 

From  thefe  inftances  1  may  infer,  that  the  peafantry  muft 
look  for  redrefs  to  Parliament,  and  will" not  find  it  in  the  Spiri- 
tual Courts,  which,  from  their  dlftance,  from  the  urfcertainty  of 
their  feffion,  from  their  conftitution,  and  from  their  judgments, 
muft  rather  give  the  tithe-ifarnier  a  confidence  in  extortion,  than 
the  hnfbandman  a  confidence  in  the  law.  From  thefe  inftances, 
I  think  I  have  proved,  that  ftiere  has  exifted  fuch  a  thing  as  ex- 
cefs  of  demand — cxcefs  of  detnand  without  remedy  ;  and  thisex- 
ccfs  would  be  better  underftood,  if  you  compare  the  ratages  of 
the  South  with  thofe  of  other  parrs  of  the  kingdom. 

Here  Mr.   Grattan  obferved,.  that  two  material  differences, 
exifted :  fifft,  that  potatoes  were  tithed  no^  where  but  in  the 
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Soath  ;  fccbndly,  that  the  other  articles  of  tillage  were  tithed  no 
where  fo  high  as  in  the  South  ;  that  there  were  fome  few  pa- 
ri(he8»  'tis  true,  in  the  North,  and  fome  parts  of  counties  that 
bordered  on  Munfter,  where  potatoes  were  tithed  ;  but  that  the 
inilances  were  few,  and  the  exception  proved  the  rule. 

That  the  other  articles  of  tiUige  were  not  tithed  fo  high  in 
other  places,  after  making  every  allowance  for  difference  of  foiL 

Here  Mr.  Grattan  ilated  the  ratages  which  were  ufual  in  the 
other  provinces,  and  which  were  much  lefs  than  thofe  €xa<ftcd  in 
the  South,  v^iich,  he  faid,  appeared  to  be  the  region  of  poverty^ 
exa<^ion,  and  tumult^  and  that  the  tumult  feemed  commenfu->' 
rate  with  the  exa6iion,  which,  he  fa  d,  fell  particularly  heavy  on 
thofe  who  were  the  lead  able  to  pay*  He  fhe\Ved,  that  in  the 
other  provinces,  that  not  only  the  tithe  on  tillage  was  Jefs,  but 
that  there  were  certain  modufies  in  fome  of  their  counties  for 
articles  which,  in  the  South,  was  heavily  tithed — Thus,  in  the 
North,  there  was  a  modus  for  flax  fix-pence,  be  the  quantity  evef 
fo  great.  That,  in  part  of  Connaught  there  was  a  modus  for 
hay,  fix-pence  per  farm,  be  the  quantity  ever  fo  great.  That, 
confidering  the  exemption  of  potatoes,  thefe  moduffes,  and  the 
ratages  on  tillage  in  the  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  two  obferva* 
tions  muft  arife,  ift,  either  that  the  clergy  were  greatly  cheated 
in  the  three  parts  of  Ireland,  or  that  the  people  were  greatly  op- 
preffed  in  the  South  ;  2dly,  that  you  mull  raifc  the  ratages  oi 
the  clergy  in  Uliter,  Connaught,  and  Leinfter,  or  you  muft  now 
check  them  in  Mpnfter.  Are  you  prepared  for  the  former  of 
thofe  events  ?  Are  you  prepared  in  Connaught  and  iTlfter  to  pay 
I2S  or  148.  for  potatoes  and  i  2s.  the  acre  for  flax  ?  Are  you 
prepared  in  IJlfter  for  the  Compenfation-bill,  and  the  Magiftra- 
cy-bill,  which  muft  accompany  and  enforce  fuch  efforts  to  intro- 
duce among  you  thofe  exatlions  which  opprefs  Munfter  ?  It  ifl 
ti  ue,  the  North  is  teized  in  fome  counties,  by  fmall-dues,  which 
it  is  a  part  of  my  fcheme  to  put  an  end  to,  and  make  a  compen- 
fation  to  the  clergy. 

The  ratages  of  the  South  will  be  ftill  better  underflood  by 
comparing  them  with  her  own  ratages  at  a  former  period — that 
from  every  infarmation  he  could  colle6fc,  they  had  greatly  en- 
creafed.     This  will  be  a  very  proper  fubjecl  for  your  committee. 

That  he  had  af&davits  to  pr  oduce  ftating  the  encreafe,  which 
was  rapid  and  exorbitant,  bearing  no  proportion  whatfoever  to 
the  general  increafe  in  the  value  of  things.  That  thefe  affidavits 
feemed  warranted  by  current  teftimony  of  public  opinion,  and 
particularly  by  extrads  from  the  decrees  of  the  Vicar's  Court, 
where  it  appeared,  not  from  one  decree,  but  a  courfe  of  decrees, 
that  the  acreable  ratages  of  late  had  greatly  encreafed. 

Here  he  read  fome  of  the  decrees  before  referred  to. — That  it 
had  been  faid,  that  in  the  diocefe  of  Cdrk  and  Rofs,  the  ratage* 
had  not  encreafed  thefe  laft  thirty  years.     That  he  was  wiliing  to 
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reft  the  <^fe  on  that  principle,  and   if  the  ratslges  irt  the  South 
had  not  within  thofe  laft  thirty  years  greatly  encreafed,  he  vrai 
willing  to  give  up  the   queftion  ;  and  he  defired  a  committee  to* 
inveftigate  and  determine  that  important  point.     That  this  en- 
droachment,  on  which  he  infifted,  was  the  more  inexcufable,  when  ' 
we  confidered  the  great  encreafe  of  tillage  in  the  South,  which 
of  itfelf  would  have   encreafed  the  incomes  of  the  clergy,  even 
though  they  had  diminlflied  their  ratages;  the  caufesof  the  en-' 
crcafe  of  tillage  make  the  encreafe  of  ratage  improper  as  well  a« 
unneceffary;  bccaufe  they  are  in    fome  degree   artificial  v   the- 
bounty  on  corn  is  an  artificial  caufe.     That  bounty   (hould  not'  | 

be  tithed*     The  effedt  of  that  bounty  has  not  been  prevented ;  ] 

but  the  full  operation  of  it  has  been  checked  by  exceifive  tithe,  | 

and  has  been  interruped  by  tumult,  the  companion  of  thefe  ex-  ; 

ccffive  demands,  fo  that  the  excefs  of  tithe  re-adls  on  the  premi .  m,  i 

and  makes  it  doubtful  whether  the  plough  (hall  advance  under  the 
bounty,  or  go  back  under  the  tithe.  '* 

Another  artificial  caufe  of  the  growth  of  your  tillage  in  the  * 

South,  is  your  want  of  manufadlure :  a  poor  and  rapid  popula- 
tion, that  cannot  be  employed  in  manufafture  muft  be  employed 
in  htt(bandry<;  but  then  it  is  miferablc  and  experimental  huf- 
t  bandry ;  what  Mr.  Young  calls  an  execrable  tillage  on  bog 
or  mountain,  which  by  the  laws  of  England  would  be  for  fevea 
years  exempt  from  tithes,  and  which  by  the  laws  of  Ireland  ought 
to  be  fo.  You  have  two  a^s,  one  exempting  newly  reclaimed 
ground  from  tithe  of  flax  or  hemp  for  feven  years ;  and  another 
exempting  reclaimed  bog,  provided  ten  kcrea  fhall  be  reclaimed, 
from  tithe  generally  for  leven  years  ;  but  why  not  as  in  England, 
exempt  all  newly  reclaimed  ground  from  all  manner  of  tithe  for 
feven  years  ?  ^ 

Here  Mr.  Grattan  mentioned,  that  he  learned,  in  fome  of  tlie 
\  Weftern  parts  of  the  county  of  Cork,  they  rated  the  moun- 
>  taineers  higher  than  in  many  parts  of  tlie  richell  low  land  :  charg- 
j  injj  them  bjr  the  fpade  length  a  fum,  which,  when  applied  to  the 
i  acrt,  was!  equal  to  20  or  308.  the  plantation  acre  — Thefe  parts 
\  and  their  inhabitants,  he  underftood,  were  entirely  configncd  to 
the  dominion  of  the  tithe-prodtor  or  tithe-farmer,  and  iverc 
equally  favage,  and  oppreflfed,  and  turbulent. 
This  encroachment,  this  difproportion,  and  thii  excefs,  which 
have  already  particularized,  are  the  more  to  be  lamented,  be- 
aufe  the  law  does  not  adminifter  the  remedy.  The  Ecclefiallical 
Courts  I  have  proved  to  afford  no  icdrefs  whatever  ;  I  have  fiicwn 
hat  their  judgments  are  not  founded  in  moderation,  and  are  not 
ilvvays  founded  in  law. 

The  right  of  fettingout  the  tithe  hasnotidways  pro\*ed,  in  the 
:afe  of  the  poor,  a  Iccurity  againll  illegal  demands,  and  du^* 
ot  afFedl  to  be  a  fecurity  againll  unconfcionable  demands. 

By  the  law,  the  tenant  mull  give  forty-eight  hours  notice^  aiid 
bind  himfelf  to  a  day,  whether  fair  or  foul.  In  the  cafe  of  jx>- 
tetocs,  he  muft,  if  the  parfon  does  not  choofe  to  attend,  leave  the 
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Tidge  in  tb€  field,  which  may  prevent  hi»  fowingf  winter  corn,  and 
tc  the  difference  between  the  profit  on  wheat  and  on  oat«.  The 
tenant  cannot  dig  his  potatoes  till  Odobcr,  he  fcldom  does  till 
November ;  and  he  muft  ufe  thenl  in  Auguft,  becaufe  the  flock 
of  lail  year  is  exhaufled.  Now,  the  digging  a  bowl  of  potatoes 
Is  by  conflruftion  in  the  Ecclefiaftical  Courts,  the  'fubtraftion, 
not  of  the  particular  tithe,  but  of  the  tithes  of  the  year :  for 
fimplicity  of'  fuit  they  conftrue  fubtradion  of  one  proedial  ti^hc 
to  be  fubtradlion  of  the  whole  ;  and  for  extent  of  power,  that 
is,  for  the  fake  of  bringing  the  whole  under  their  jurifdldion, 
they  conflrue  potatoes  to  be  proedid  tithe.  Thus  the  neccffity 
of  the  year  brings  the  peafant  under  the  lafh  of  ecclefiaflical  au- 
thority, that  great  fcourge  of  the  farmer. 

In  thelaft  year,  the  peafantry  veiy  generally  fet  out  their  tithe, 
and  the  clergy  in  feveral  inftances  refufed  to  draw  ;  they  did  fo 
in  feveral  inflances  where  there  was  no  illegal  combination,  unlefs 
a  combination  among  themfelves,  to  deprive  the  peafant  of  a 
right  to  fet  out  his  tithe^j,  and  get  an  ex  pofi  fado  law  to  colleA 
their  tithe  in  a  new,  fummary  and  oppreflive  mode.  Sir,  itjvill 
be  proved,  that  the  countryman  hss  waited  day  after  day  until 
the  patfon  fhould  draw  his  tithe-  It  will  be  proved,  that  he  has 
left  his  crop  in  the  field  until  it  has  become  green*  It  will  be 
proved,  that  he  has  offered  to  the  paffon  or  prodtor  t^  hire  them 
horfes  to  draw  their  tithe  ;  it  will  be  proved  that  he  baa  offered 
to  draw  it  hon>e  at  his  own  expence. 

Here  Mr.  Grattan  read  a  notice  from  a  landholder  to  a  clergy- 
man, informing  him,  that  he  fhould  draw  on  fuch  a  day,  and  of- 
fering to  lend  the  parfon  horfes  and  cars,  to  draw  his  tithe  where- 
ever  he  fhould  appoint ;  and  he  obi'erved  that  the  parfon  had  re- 
fufed. Kc  alfo  obferved,  that  an  offer  had  been  made  to  a  cler- 
gyman by  a  gentleman,  to  draw,  keep  and  preferve  the  ti.he  in 
the  gentleman's  haggard,  if  the  giergyman  did  not  choofe  to 
keep  it  in  his  own  ;  which  offer,  Mr.  Grattan  ftated,  to  have 
been  refufed  ;  the  clergyman  cWofing  to  recover  by  a  compenfa- 
tion,  or  an  expofi  failo  law,  which  went  to  deprive  the  country- 
man of'  his  common  right,  without  any  proof  of  his  guilt. 

That  if  fuch  a  bill  was  permitted  it  would  take  from  the  coon- 
tryman,  in  fome  of  the  cafes  mentioaed  above,  not  the  tenth, 
but  the  fifth  ;  for  the  tenant  had  lofl  by  weather  the  tithe  fevered 
and  fet  out,  and  was  likely  to  pay  another  tithe  by  adi  of  Par- 
liament. That  this  would  be,  not  compenfation,  but  robbery,- 
and  the  worfl  fpecies  of  robbery,  robbery  by  authority  of  Par- 
liament ;  it  would  be  to  take  the  mofl  decided  and  unconflituti- 
onal  part,  in  a  cafe  where  this  Houfe  afftcled  to  take  no  part  at 
all ;  and  where  it  declined  every  kind  of  information  what  foe ver, 
to  enable  it  to  take  any  part  with  dignity,  jullice,  or  effect  ;  and 
that  by  fuch  a  flep  we  fhould  put  the  Irifh  farmer  with  refpedl  to 
his  tithe,  on  ground  very  different  from  that  of  .the  Englifh  far- 
mer—4ind  much  more  difadvantageous. 
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That  the  law  in  England  docs  not  require  forty-eight  hours.- 
That  where  the  tithe  is  left '  too  long  on  the  ground^  the  law  of 
England  gaye  the  owner  of  the  land  an  a6lion  on  the  cafe  againft 
the  parfon  for  his  negligence.— You  give  the  parfon  a  conipenfa- 
tion  for  his  negligence. 

If  tithes  fet  out  remain  too  long  on  the  ground,  the  law  of 
England  gives  the  owner  of  the  land  a  right  to  take  thofe  tithes  ai 
damage  faifant ;  if  fued  for  them,  he  is  to  fet  forth  how  long 
they  lemained  on  the  premifes,  and  the  jury  (whom  your  bill  ex- 
cludes and  thus  indireAly  ftigmatizes)  is  to  decide.     By  the  law 
I        of  England  the  care  of  the  tithe,  after  feverance,  rells  with  the 
I        parfon.     In  England,  where  the  tithe  of  corn  was  fet  out,  and 
(        the  parfon  would  not  take  it,  but  prayed  a  remedy  in  the  Ecclc- 
iiaftical  Court,  a  prohibition  againft  the  parfon  was  granted. 

See  how  much  more  care  the  law  of  England  takes  of  the  tiuf- 
bandman  ;  how  much  more  attention  it  affords  him  than  the  law 
I       .  or  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  ;  and  it  is  one  of  the  charges  and  al- 
I        legations  of  the  hufbandman  of  the  South. 

I  **  That  in  certain  parifhes,  the  parifhioners  have  duly,  and  Ic- 

.  gaily,  fet  out  their  tithes,  have  given  due  notice,  and  have  taken 
all  the  legal  fteps  ;  but  that  no  perfon  has  attended  on  the  part 
of  the  clergyman,  under  the  cxpedation,  they  conceive,  of  get- 
ting fome'new  method  of  recovery,  hitherto  unknown  to  the  law, 
and  tending  to  deprive,  by  a  paft  operation,  theparifh,  of  the 
benefit  of  its  ancient  right  and  privilege  of  fetting  out  the  tithe." 
This  opprcflion  connefls  itfelf  with  another  part  of  this  fubjeft, 
a  very  obnoxious,  a  very  oppreflive,  and  a  very  notorious  part  of 
it,  the  tithe-farmer.  The  farming  of  any  revenue  ;s  a  pernicious 
idea.  It  is  the  pra(^ice  of  abfolute  kings,  who,  anxious  about 
their  riches,  and  carelefs  about  their  people,  get  a  fixed  income 
from  fome  defperate  adventurer,  and  then  let  loofe  on  the  com- 
munity, this  animal  of  prey,  at  once  dellitute  of  remorfe,  and 
armed  with  authority. 

In  free  countries  fuch  a  pradice  is  not  permitted.^  You  would 
not  allow  it  to  the  king,  and  you  ought  not  to  allow  it  to  the 
church — It  is  an  evil  in  politics,  but  a  fcandal  in  religion  ;  and 
the  more  dangerous  in  the  lattery  becaufe  tithe  being  indefinite 
the  latitude  of  extortion  is  indefinite.  The  ufe  of  the  tithe-far- 
mer is  to  get  from  the  pariihioner,  what  the  parfon  would  be 
afhamed  to  demand,  and  to  enable  the  clergyman  to  abfent  him- 
felf  from  his  duty — the  powers  of  the  tithe-farmer  arc  fummary 

laws  and  EcclefiallicaJ  Courts — his  livelihood   is  extortion his 

rank^in  fociety  is  generally  the  loweft,  and  his  occupation  is  to 
pounce  on  the  poor  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.  He  is  a  fpccies 
of  wolf,  left  by  the  Ihepherd  to  take  care  of  the  flock  in  his  ab- 
fence — he  fleeces  both,  and  begins  with  the  parfon. 

Here  Mr.  Grattan   ftated   that   the  tithe-farmer   ftldom  got 
lefs  than  one-fourth  of  the  money-collected ;  but  fometimes  one- 
third.      That  there  were  inftances  where  he  got  even  more    and 
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had  reduced  the  parfon  to  the  ftate  of  a  podr  pcnfioner,  on  hii 
own  living. — That  he  had  heard,  that  in  one  of  the  difturbcd  pa- 
rlfhes,  the  parifh  had  wiHied  to  come  to  a  good  underftanding 
with  the  clergyman,  and  to  pay  him  in  perfon,  but  that  the  tithe- 
farmer  had  obllruded  fuch  an  accommodation,  and  had  by  hii 
mercenary  intervention  prevented  concord,  moderation  ani  com- 
pofition — ^parifhes  were  not  only  fubjedl  to  one  tithe-farmer,  but, 
in  fome  cafes,  were  curfed  with  a  legion  of  them.  A  npn-refi- 
dent  clergyman  fhall  employ  a  tithe-farmer,  who  fhall  fet  the  tithe 
over  again,  to  two  blackfmiths,  who  go  among  the  flock  like  two 
vultures.  A  tithe-farmer  fhall,  on  being  queftioned^  give  the 
following  account  of  himfelf :  That  he  held  the  tithe  from  one, 
who  had  them  from  an  ofTicer,  who  held  ihem  from  a  qlcrgyman 
who  did  not  refide  in  a  parifh  where  there  were  refident  no  dean, 
no  redlor,  no  vicar,  no  fchool-mafler  ;  where  the  whole  bufinefsof 
Chriftianity,  on  the  Proteftant  fide,  Avas  tranfafted  by  a  curate  at 
50I.  a  year  ;  and  as  the  parifli  has  been  difturbed  by  the  tithe- 
farmer  or  pro£lor,  fo  has  it  in  fomc  cafes  been  quieted  in  getting 
rid  of  him.  I  hare  known  a  cafe  where  the  parifh  made,  with 
their  clergyman,  the  following  agreement : — Sir,  we  pay  your 
prcdlor  800I.  a  year^  and  he  gives  you  600I. — We  will  give  you 
600I.  and  become  your  colledlors  and  your  fecurity.  In  another 
living,  the  pariih  paid  the  prodor  450I.  a  year,  and  the  proAor 
paid  the  parfon  300L  The  parllhioncrs  became  thecolle^or  and 
the  fecurity,  paid  the  clergyman  300I.  a  year,  took  for  their  trou- 
ble 3 oh  and  eafcd  the  parifh  of  1 20L  the  confequence  was  peace ; 
and  the  more  you  ihveftigate  this  fubjetl,  the  more  you  will  find 
that  the  difturbance  of  the  people,  and  the  exaftions  of  the 
church,  have  been  commenfurate — and  that  the  peace  of  the  for- 
mer has  attended  the  moderation  of  the  latter;  nor  is  it  only  the 
cxcefs  of  exaction  which  makes  the  tithe-farmer  a  public  misfor- 
tune— his  mode  of  coleClion  Is  another  fcourgc:  He  puts  his 
charges  into  one  or  more  notes,  payable  at  a  certain  time  ;  if  not 
then  difcharged,  he  ferves  the  countryman  with  a  fummons, 
charging  him  6d.  for  the  fervice,  and  is.  for  the  fummons; 
lie  then  fometimes  puts  the  whole  into  a  Kerry-bond  or  infbru- 
ment,  which  bears  intereft — he  then  either  keeps  the  bond  over 
his  head,  or  ilTues  out  execution,  and  gets  the  countryman's  body 
and  goods  completely  into  his  power :  to  fuch  an  abufe  is  this 
^ibominable  pra£lice  carried,  that  in  fome  of  the  fouthern  parts 
cf  Ireland,  the  peafantiy  are  made  tributary  to  the  tithe-farmer ; 
draw  home  his  corn,  his  hay,  and  his  turf — for  nothing;  give 
lilm  their  labour,  their  cars,  and  their  horfes,  at  certain  times  of 
the  year — for  notliing,  Thefe  opprefTions  not  only  exift,  but 
have  acquired  a  formed  and  diflindl  appellation — tributes;  tri- 
butes to  extortioners  ;  tributes  paid  by  the  poor  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord.  Tp  opprefhon  we  are  to  add  intoxication,  the 
drunkennefs  and  idlenefs  which  not  feldom  attend  the  method  In 
which  the  tithe-farmer  fettles  his  accounts  with  the  poor  parifh- 
ionei  8  devoted  to  his  care  ;  the  place  in  which  he  generally  fcttlel 


Digitized 


by  Google 


178S.]  '  1)    E    B    A    T    E'  «.  all 

^efe,accouots»  makes  his  bargains^  and  tnunfa&s  bis  bH&oeTs-^ 

u  the  akboufe :  He  fometimesy  I  am  told»  keeps  one  hiiafelf,  or 

he  has  a  relation  who-  gets  a  liceofe  to  fdl  ale  and  fpints — becauie 

•his  friend  is  employed  by  the  church,  and  will  bring  bim  cuflaoi* 

Do  youy  gentlemen,  iign  your  leafes  in  the  alehoufe  ?  what 

\  fhould  you  think  of  a  Reward  who  ma<ie  your  tenants  drunks 

[  .wheo  he  (hould  ccMcSl  your  rents  !  a^d  what  ihould  a*  d^rgytnan 

f  think  of  his  tithe-faimer,  who  made  his  flock  drunk,  when  he 

I  colledied  or  fettled  his  tithes,  and  bathed  in  whifkey  this  precious 

ofiering,  this  primaeval  jKoperty,  heW  by  fome  to  be,  the  very 

.cffcnce  of  religion,  and  not  only  mod  ancient,  but  divine  i 

To  this  lofs  of  induilry  you  are  to  add,  the  lofs  of  revenue-** 
(where,  as  in  fonoe  cafes  I  am  told)  the  revenue^officer  is  the 
tithe-farmer,  and  in  that  moft  fufpicious  ^nd  deadly  cpmbinati<i|n 
'  of  fraudulent  edacities,  qvercharges  in  tithe,  and  undetchsu-ges  in 
tax ;  that  is,  compenfates  to  the  countryman,  by  robbing   the 
King,  and  adds  to  the  crime  of  exa^iipn  the  offence  of  {poliation, 
and  profits  by  both.     I  appeal  to  the  Commilfiuners-  of  the  fix- 
Tcnuc,  whether  they  have  not  good  reafon  to  fufpcdt  fuch  prac- 
tices ?  and  I  appeal  to  Ibmc  of  a  Right  Rev.  Bench,  whether  this 
is  the  only  commutation  which  in  their  opinion  is  pra6licable  pr 
proper  ?    Under  this  head  it  is  alledged,  that  in.  certain  parifhea 
•  in  the  South,  tithe-farmers  have  oppreiTed,  and  do  oppreTs  his 
:  Majefty's  fubje<^8,  by  vatious  ways  of  extortion,  by  aifuming  to 
theioiclves  arbitrarily  and  cruelly,  powers  which  the  law  does  not 
give,  and  by  making  an  oppreifive  ufe-  of  thoCe  powers  whicjh 
the  law  has  put  into  their  hands.     And  this  the  parifhioners  are 
ready  to  verify  on  oath. 

To  thefe  evils  are  we  to  add  another,  which  is  the  principal 
'  iburce  of  them  all-— the  uncertabty  of  tithe— the  full  tenth  ever 
xmifl  be  oppreifive. 

A  tenth  of  your  land,  your  labour,  and  your  capital,  to  thofe 
who  contribute  in  no  fhape  whatfocver  to  the  produce,  mull  be 
oppreffion  ;  they  only  think  otherwife,  who  fuppofe,  that  every 
thing  is  little  which  is  given  to  the  parfon — that  no  burden  can 
•  be. heavy,  if  it  is  the  weight  of  the  parfon  ;  ^hat  landlords  fjiould 
give  up  their  rent,  and  tenants  the  profits  of  their  labour,  and 
all  too  little ;  but  uncertainty  aggravates  that  opprefTion,  the  full 
-  tenths  ever  muft  be  uncertain  as  well  as  oppreifive,  for  it  is  the 
£xed  proportion  of  a  fludluating  quantity,  and  unlefs  the  high 
prieil  can  give  law  to  the  winds,  and  afcertain  the  haryeft,  the 
tithe,  like  that  harveil,  muft  be  uncertain  ;  but  this  uncertainty 
is  ag'gravated  by  the  pernicious  motives  on  which  tithe  frequently 
rifes  and  falls.  It  frequently  rifes  on  the  poor — it  falls  in  cu;r.pli. 
ment  to  the  rich.  It  proceeds  on  principles  the  reverie  of  the 
gofpel  ;  it  crouches  to  the  Itrong,  and  it  encroaches  on  the 
•feeblt  ;  and  is  guided  by  the  two  worft  principles  in  foe  let  y,  Orr- 
"^ility  and-avarice  junited,  againft  the  caufe  of  chaiity,  and  under 
the  cloak  of  religion. 
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Here  let  liic  rclmrfi 'to,  and  repeat  the  alleeaiions^  and  call  on 

you  once  more  to  make  the  enquiry.     It  is  aJlcdged  that  in  cer- 

tain^  panihes  of  the  South,  tithe  has  been  dcmarnded,  and  paid, 

•fbr  what,  by  law,  was  not  liable  to  tithe  ;  and  that  the  Ecclefi- 

-aftical  Courts  have  countenanced  the  illegal  exadion ;  and  evi- 

'dence  is  offered  at  your  bar  to  prove  the  charge  on  oath. 

Will  you  deny  the  4a  f  Will  you  juftify  Sat  fad  ?    Will  you 
enquire  into  it  ? 

^'  It  18  allcdged,  that  tithe-pro^ors  in  certain  pariihes  of  the 
•South  dor  cxa^  fees  for  agency  oppreflive  andi^gal  i  and  evidence 
to  prbve  the  charge  h  offered  on  oath^  Will  you  deny  ^hc  fa^  ? 
Will  you  juftify  the  fa<5  ?  Will  you  enquire  into  it  ? 
-'•'It  is  aMedged,  fhat-'in  certain  plarifhes  of  the  South,  tithes 
'liave"'beth-  exceffivey  and  havfc  obferved  no  'ejEfiwty  for  the  poor, 
'the  hnfbandmiii,  or  the  iiiaitufaaurer  y  and  ^ividenc*  is  offered  to 
-pfove  this  charge  on  Oath!  .  . 

'      Will  you  deny  the  faa?    Will  you  juftify  the  faft  ?    Will  you 
encjirfre  into  it  ?  -  • 

it  19  alledged,  that  in  certain  pari (hes  of  the  South,  ratages 
•  for  tithes  have  greatly  and  unconfcionably  iacrcaled ;  and  evi- 
dence is  offered 'to  prove  this  charge  on  oath.     Will  you  deny 
'  the  faa  ?  Will  you  julUfy  the  fa^  ?  Will  you  enquire  into  it  ? 

It  is  alledged,  that  in  certain  parifhes  of  the  South,  the  pa- 
'  rifliioners  have  duly  and  legally  fet  out  their  tithe,  and  given  due 
notice ;  but  that  no  perfons  have  attended  on  the  part  of  proAor 
or  parfon,  under  expedation,  it  is  apprehended,  of  getting  fon:ic 
new  method  of  recovery,  tending  to  deprive  the  parifti  of  the 
benefit  of  its  ancient  right,  that  of  fetting  out  their  tithe  ;  aod 
evidence  is  offered  to  prove  this  charge  on  oath. 

It  is  alledged,  in  certain  parifties  in  the  South,  tithc-farmcr» 
have  oppreffed  and  do  opprefs  his  Majefty's  fuhjefts,  by  various 
extortions,  abufes  of  law,  or  breaches  of  the  fame  ;  and  evi- 
dence is  offered  to  prove  this  charge  on  oath.  Here,  once  more  I 
arte  you,  will  you  deny  the  fad  ?  Will  you  juftify  the  fad  ?  Will 
you  enquire  into  it  ? 

This  being  the  ftate  of  the  church  in  certain  pariflies  in  the 
South,  I  wifh  to  know,  ^hat  in  the  mean  time  within  thofe  dif- 
trifts  becomes  of  religion  ^  Here  are  the  parfon  and  parifti  at 
variance,  about  that  which  our  religion  teaches  us  to  defpife — 
Riches. — Here  is  the  Mammon  of  Unrighteoufnefs  fet  up  to  in- 
terrupt our  devotion  to  the  true  God.  The  diiinterefted,  the 
humble,  the  apoftolical  charader  during  this  unfeemly  conteft, 

what  becomes  of  it?  Here  are  two  power the  power  in  the 

tenant  to  fet  out  his  tithe,  the  power  In  the  church  %o  try  th« 
matter  In  dlfpute  by  ecclefiaftlcal  jurlfdiaion — two  powers  vcfted 
by  the  law  in  the  refpeaive  hands  of  church  and  laity,  without 
any  effcft  but  to  torment  one  another — tlic  power  of  fetting  of 
tithe  does  not  affeft  to  defend  the  tenant  againft  unconfcionable  de- 


Digitized 


by  Google 


1788.]    '  DEBATES.  113 

mand  ;  and  if  attended  with  comblnatlort  fccures'him  ag^idft'any 
effcftual  demand  whatfoever.  The  power  :of  trying  the  mattei^ 
in  difpute  by  ecdefraftical  jurifdiftion^  does'  not  take  plact  except 
in  cafe  of  fubtradion,  and  when  it  docs  take  place  h  a  partial  trtaL: 
Thus,  as  the  law  now  ftands,  combination  is  the  defence  of  laity  > 
and  partiality  of  the  church-.  :  . . !  r 

The  equity  in  favour  of  the  tiller  of  the  foil  (a  very  neceilkry^ 
equity  indeed)  becomea  a  new  foUrce  of  difturbance,  becaufe  the 
parties  are  not  agreed,  what  that  equity  fhould  be — the  coutitry-- 
man,  npt  conceiving  that  any  one  can  in  equity,  have  a  right  to? 
the  tenth  of  his  land,  labour,  and'  capital,  who  does  not  own  the 
land,  nor  plow,  nor  fow,  nor  reap,  nor  contribute  in  any  degree' 
whatfoever  to  the  produce-.  The  tlthe*farmei*  having  no  idfea/ 
but  that  of  iniquity,  on  the  fubjeft— The  parfon  perhaps  con- 
ceiving, that  a  tenth  on  tillage  is  a  bare  i:ompenfation  in  equity,' 
for  what  he  deems  the  greateft  of  all  ioiquity,  your  vote  of  agift-* 
ment. — ^Thus,  the  two  pstrties,  the  parfon  and  his  pariAiythe 
fliephcrd  and  his  flock,  with  oppofite  opinions,  and  mutual  powen 
of  annoyance  In  the  parts  I  have  alhided  to,  fcem  to  go  on  in>  i, 
rooted  animofity  and  filent  war,  ..:.'.:,-: 

Conceive  the  paftor  looking  over  the  hedge  like  a  fpy,  to  iniilft 
the  extraordinary  labours  of  the  hufbandman.  *  . .     ; 

Conceive  him  coming  intp  the  field,  and  faying  **you  area 
deferving  hufbandman — ^ycHi  '  have  enci^eafed  the  value  of  you# 
field  by  the  fweat  tjf  your  brtfw  ;  ^ir,"  I'll  make  ydu  pay  me  foi^ 
that," — or  conceive  a  dialogue  between  a  ihepherd  and  one  of  his 
flock  ;  "  I  will  take  your  tenth  fheaf ;  and  if'  you  chufe  to  vex 
me,  •  your  tenth  hen,  and  your  tenth  eg^,  andy^ur  tenth  goofe,'* 
(not  fo  the  apoftles)-^— or  conceive  him  fpeaking  to  his  flock  by 
parable,  and  faying,  <*the  afs  flopped  with  his  burden  ;  and  his 
burden  was  doubled,  and  Hill  he  flopped,  and  his  burden  was  f I  111 
encrcafed— and  then  the  perverfe  animal  finding  his  refillance  in 
vatn^  went  on  ;  fo  even  you  (hall  find  refillance,  but  encreafe  your 
load,  until  the  number  of  ads  of  parliament  fhall  break  youi: 
back." 

Thefe  pafloral  difcourfes,  if  they  have  taken  place,  however 
•well  intended,  will  not,  I  fear,  greatly  advance  the  caufe  of  the 
faithful,  particularly  in  a  country  where  the  numbers  remain  to 
be  converted  to  the  Proteflant  religion,  not  only  by  the  fuperior 
purity  of  its  do£lrine,  but  by  the  mild  difinterelled  peace-making 
fpirit  of  its  teachers. 

Will  not  the  dignitaries  of  the  church  interpofe  on  fuch  an  oc^ 
cafion  ?  how  painful  muft  it  have  been  to  them,  the  teachers  of 
the  gofpel,  and  therefore  enemies  to  the  fhedding  of  blood,  to 
have  thought  themfelves  under  the  repeated  ncceffity  of  applying 
to  Parliament  for  fanguinary  laws — the  mofl  fangulnary  laws  on 
your  flatute  books  are  tithe^biUs — the  Whittboy-a^lis  a  tithe-biU 
— ^thc  Riot-ad  a  tithe-bill. 
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How  painful  to  thofe  digBitanes  muft  it  be  to  feel  themfelves  m 
the  olEce  of  making  perpetual  complaints  againft  their  own  flock» 
and  to  be  confcious,  in  fome  inflances,  of  haTing  jaded  and  dif- 

Siftcd  the  ears  of  the  court,  by  cliarges  againft  the  pcafantry  ? 
ow  painful  to  them  to  have  repeated  recourfe  to  the  mih'tary  in 
their  own  cafe,  and  to  think  that  many  of  their  finful  flock,  but 
their  flock  notwithftanding,  were  faved  from  the  indifcriminat ing 
edge  of  the  fword  by  ecclefiafliical  zeal,  tempered  and  withheld, 
and  in  fome  cafes  difappointed  by  the  judicious  mercy  of  military 
command  ? 

We,  the  laity,  were  right  in  taking  the  fl:rongeft  meafurcs  the 
laft  icRion  :  it  was  our  duty  to  aifert ;  but  of  thefe  churchmen,  it 
is  the  duty,  and  I  fuppofe  the  nature,  to  deprecate,  to  incline  to 
the  mild,  the  meek,  the  difpailionate,  and  the  merciful  ilde  of  the 
queftion,  and  rather  to  prevent  by  moderation  than  punifli  by 
death. 

•  Whether  thefe  eicaiflions  were  in  themfelves  fufficient  to  have 
produced  all  the  confufion  of  the  laft  year,  I  l^now  not,  but  thia 
I  do  believe,  that  no  other  caufe  had  been  fufficient  without  the 
aid  of  ex<i6^ion ;  if  exadion  had  not  exifted,  the  South  would 
ndt,  I  believe^  have  been  convulfed.  A  controverted  ele6Uon  . 
alone  could  not  well  have  been  an  adequate  caufe ;  the  objedis  of 
attack  muft,  in  fome  cafes,  have  been  (bmething  more  than  par- 
tizans,  and  the  flame  fprcad  by  contagain — the  firft  torch  muft 
have  been  an  accident — but  the  people  were  rendered  combuftible 
by  oppreflion* 

The  whiteboy  (hould  be  hanged  i  but  I  think  the  tithe-farmer 
fhould  be  jreftrained ;  I  would  inflidi  death  on  the  felon,  and  im- 
pofe  moderation  on  the  extortioner ;  and  thus  relieve  the  com^ 
munity  from  the  offences  of  both. 

But  do  not  let  us  fo  far  miftake  the  cafe,  as  to  fuppofe  it  a 
queftion  between  the  parfon  and  the  whiteboy  ;  or  that  the  ani- 
ihofity  which  has  been  excited  is  confined  to  felons  ;  no,  it  is  ex- 
tended far  more  generaUy  ;  it  is  extended  to^thofe  who  have  been 
adlive  in  bringing  thofe  felons  to  juftice  ;  and  men  will  appe^  at 
your  bar  who  have  fulFered  under  excefs  of  demand,  and  have 
afted  to  reftore  peace,  the  inftiument  of  qufet,  and  the  objeAs  of 
cxadion  :  let  us  therefore  examine  the  fubjeft,  and  having  alrea- 
dy with  great  propriety  taken  the  moft;  decifive  fteps  againft  the 
infurgent,  let  us  enquire  now  into  the  caufe  of  the  outrage,  and 
fee  whether  exaAiori  might  not  have  had  fome  fliare,  at  leaft,  in 
the  origin  of  it ;  and  if  fo,  let  us  ftrive  to  form  fome  plan  which 
may  colled  the  riches  of  the  church,  without  repetition  of  penal 
laws  or  of  public  difturbancc. 

In  forming  a  plan  for  the  better  provifion  of  the  church,  the 
firft  thing  to  be  confidered  is  the  quantum  of  provifion  ;  the  fc- 
cond  confideration  is  the  fund  from  whence  that  provifion  ia 
to  arife — the  quantum  of  provifion  fhould  be  the^ifual  netincoinc 
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OB  ^  average  of  years,  except  in  fome  parishes  of  great  exaftion  ; 
I  fay  ufaal,  becaufe  I  would- not  materially  alter  their  allowance ; 
I  fay  on  an  average  of  years,  becaufe  I  would  not  make  recent  in* 
croachment  property ;  I  fay  net,  becaufe  when  the  public  fhall 
become  the  tithe  proprietor's  agent,  the  public  will  have  a  right  . 
to  the  benefit  of  the  agency.  > 

That  their  income  is  difcoverable  I  afSrm,  and  I  affirm  it  tin- 
der  the  authority  of  their  own  a6l,  and  their  own  prat^ice  ;  witl;^- 
out  going  farther  back  than  the  laft  fef&on,  you  will  find  the  Com- 
penfation-a^  requires  the  perfon  fuing  on  the  a6i  to  make  a  dif- 
covery  of  his  cuilomary  income^  and  in  fome  cafes  difcovery  of 
his  ratages  for  thrfee  years  back  on  oath — it  requires  that  he  fhould, 
in  his  affidavit,  fet  forth  that  the  valuation  of  1786,  is  made  as 
near  as  polfible,  the  ratage  of  the  three  former  years ;  it  requires 
that  where  a  valuation  of  the  tithe  of  1786  couM  not  be  made,  a 
valuation  of  the  cuftomary  tithe  for  three  years  back  fhould ;  it 
enables  the  court  to  appoint  perfons  to  enquire  into  the  hB.y  and 
call  for  parties  and  papers,  and  thus  eilatilifhes  two  principles^ 
which  were  denied ; — that  the  annual  income  of  benefices  is  difco- 
verable, and  that  the  particular  ratage  is  difcoverable  alfo : — I 
might  go  back  to  the  a6k  of  Henry  VI I L  which  requires  that  a 
commiifion  (ho^}4  be  direded  to  enquire  into  eccleilafiical  be- 
nefices, and  report  the  value  of  the  fame ;  and  I  might  further- 
adduce  the  a^  of  William  III.  which  gives  tathe  ecclefiaflicai 
perfon  who  builds,  two-thirds  of  the  fum  expended,  which  fum 
is  to  be  afcertained  by  a  certificate ;  which  certificate,  by  the 
lath  of  George  II.  fhall  contain  an  account  of  the  clear  yearly 
income  of  the  benefice.  After  thefe  inftances,  I  hope  no  man  ' 
will  deny  that  ^hc  income  of  the  clergyman  is  difcoverable ;  par- 
ticularly, when  the  Compenfatfon-adl  of  the  lafl  winter  requires 
fuch  a  difcovery  to  be  made  on  the  oath  of  the  parfon.  That  aft 
was  fupported  by  the '  whole  beiK:h  of  bifhops ;  it  was  probably 
framed  with  their  advice  and  fuggcftiona.  They  would  not  le- 
quire  their  clergy  to  report  on  their  oath  what  they  themfelves 
conceived,  or  had  maintained  to  be  impoflible ;  as  if  it  was  im- 
poffibhs  to  make  a  difcovery  for  the  purpofe  of  commutation— <• 
but  for  the  purpofe  of  compcnfation,  eafy  and  obvious.  Thu8» 
when  I  affirm  the  difcQyerability  of  the  clergyman's  income,  I 
have  not  only  the  authority  of  the  church,  but  its  oath.  The  net 
return  fhouM  be  the  parfon's  perpetual  income,  fubjeft  to  the 
exception  Hated  above ;  but  in  order  to  guard  him  againfl  the 
fiuftuation  of  currency,  I  would  fix  the  value  of  that  income  in 
grain ;  it  flio\(ld  be  the  value  of  fo  many  barrels  of  wheat,  to  be 
eftimated  every  feven  years  by  the  corn^office,  or  the  clerk  of  the 
market,  who  now  quarterly  flrikes  the  average  value  of  corn 
throughout  the  kingdom.  Thus,  his  income  fhould  not  be  ab- 
folutdy  either  c<mti  or  money  \  but  the  value  of  fo  much  corn  t« 
lie  paid  in  money* 
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As  to  the  Fund  from  whence  thefe  receipts  (hould  anfe,  that 
fund  fhould  be  a  charge  on  the  barony,  to  be  levied  like  other  coun- 
ty charges — this  method  is  eafy,  for  it  is  already  in  ufe— the  head 
conftable  fhould  be  the  parfon's  coUedlor,  and  the  county  fhould 
be  his  fecurity. 

To  this  I  know  the  objeAion,  and  it  is  an  objeftion  which 
can  be  beft  anfwered  by  thofe  who  make  it.  ft  will  be  faid  that 
this  fcheme  prevents  the  divifion  of  unions,  and  the  encreafe  of  poor 
livings.  Apply  the  firfl  fruits  as  they  ought  for  the  encreafe  of 
poor  livings,  and  the  repairs  of  the  church,  and  then  you  will  an- 
fwer  your  own  argument  ;  but  a  fiAitious  and  remote  valuation 
for  the  benefit  of  the.rich  clergy  has  been  made  of  thefe  charitable 
funds,  fruftratingthe  purpofe  of  the  charity  equally  to  the  negled 
of  the  church  and  poor-  The  luxury  of  the  pricfl  hati  ufurped 
the  funds  of  the  poor  and  of  the  church,  then  fets  up  againfl  both 
a  miferable  modus,  and  prefcribes  in  this  inftance  againft  charity 
and  religion. 

However,  if  the  dignitaries  of  the  church  will  not,  Parlia^ 
ment  may  anfwer  this  argument,  and  provide  for  more  clergi'  at 
occafion  fhall  permit.  You  imparifh  by  a6l  of  Parliament ;  with 
proper  proviiion,  when  you  fee  the  neceflity,  you  may  divide. 
The  tare  of  religion  is  placed  no  where  better  tlitan  in  the  legif- 
lature.  Popery  will  tell  you,  that  when  it  was  entirely  left  to  the 
care  of  the  prieHhood,  it  was  perverted  and  deftroyed. 
'  But  if  difficulties  fhould  be  made  to  this  plan — and  in  order  to 
give  the  church  the  growth  of  the  country — there  is  ahothcr  plian, 
a  modus  ;  let  every  article  which  fhall  be  fubjeft  to  tithe  be  fet  forth 
in  a  tithing  table,  with  certain  ratages  annexed— ^let  thofe  ratages 
be  taken,  and  fet  forth  in  the  tithing  table  as  now  equivalent  to 
fo  many  flone  of  bread  corn.  ' 

Let  the  ad  provide,  that  there  fhall  be  a  feptennial  valuation 
of  bread  com,  by  the  clerk  of  the  market,  or  the  proper  officer. 

Let  there  be  exemption  for  the  rudiments  of  manufacture,  and 
a  faving  for  all  local  cuftom  and  exemptions — fuch  as  potatoes  in 
mofl  places,  hay  in  feveral,  and  fuch  like,  *   . 

In  order  to  form  this  modus,  which  fhould  be  provincial,  not 
nniverfal,  let  four  provincial  committees  be  appointed^  You 
will  fee  a  precedent  in  your  journals  ;  on  the  report  of  thefe  pro- 
vincial committees,  form  your  bill.  In  yow*  bill  you  will  proba- 
bly think  proper  to  give  agiflment,  or  a  certain  fum  for  head- 
money,  not  in  addition  to,  but  in  eafe  of  ratages  on  tillage. 

In  forming  your  ratages,  you  will  probably  enquire  into  the 
acreable  ratages  now  eftablifhed,  and  adopt  them  where  they  arc 
rcafonablc,  and  reject  them  where  they  are  exorbitant*— where 
there  are  no  acreable  ratages  eilabliihed,  the  contiguous  parifh  or 
county,  where  th?y  are  eftablifhed,  willfumifli  you  with  a  rule. 

If  once  yon  appoint  committees,  the  parfpn  atid  parifh  will 
both  come  forth  with  information — and  from  both  you  will  col* 
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left  the  prcfent  ratagcs,  and  be  enabled  to  make  a  rule.  In' form- 
ing this  rule,  you  will  probably  think  proper  to  exempt  the  poor 
man's  garden  in  the  South  from  the  tithe  of  potatoes. 

The  true  pi inci pie  with  refpe<lt  to  your  peafantry,  is  exonera- 
tion— and  if  I  could  not  take  the  burden  entirely  off  their  back,  I 
would  make  that  burden  as  light  as  pofllble — I  would  exempt  the 
peafant's  cow  and  garden  from  lithe  ;  if  1  could  not  make  him  rich, 
I  would  do  the  next  thing  in  my  power — I  would  confider  his 
poverty  as  facred,  and  vindicate  againft  an  extortioner  the  hallow- 
ed circle  of  his  little  boundary.  The  lofs  to  the  church  might  be 
cafily  comperifated' — particularly  if 'yoii  give  agiitment  or  head- 
money  in  eafe  of  tillage. 

I  would  alfo  relieve  the  North  from  fmall  dues,  as  1  would  re- 
lieve the  poor  of  the  South  from  the  tithe  of  potatoes— and  where 
thefe  fmaU  dues  had  long  obtained,  I  would  make  the  parfon 
compenfation,  either  by  giving  him  head-money,  or  by  making  an 
eflimate  of  thefe  dues,  and  raifing  them  in  the  way  of  other  coun- 
ty charges.  Should  It  be  faid  that  We  fliould  as  well  cs^empt  the 
peafant  from  rent  as  from  tithe  ;  to  that  uncharitable  and  unchrif- 
tian  obfervation,  I  anfwer,  no.  The  land  is  not  bis  own,  but 
hie  labour  is  his  own. — The  peafant  is  born  without  an  eftate — he 
is  born  with  hands — and  no  man  has  a  natural  right  to  the  labour 
of  thofe  hands,  unlefs  he  pays  him ;  Thus,  when  you  demand 
of  the  peafants  rent — you  afk  for  your  own  eftate-*-when  you 
demand  tithe,  yon  afk  fdr  a  portion  of  the  peafant's  eftate,  the 
poor  man's  only  ellate,  the  inheritance  which  he  has  in  the  labour 
of  his  hand,  and  the  fweat  of  his  brow. 

Human  laws  may  make  alterations,  and  when  made,  muft  be 
obfcrved ;  but  it  fhoiild  be  the  policy  of  human  laws  to  follow  the 
wifdom  of  the  law  of  nature. 

Therefultof  thefe  principle?,  and  of  thefe  committees  pro- 
ceeding on 'the  rules  1  have  (vibmiited,  would  be  the' benefit  of 
the  church,-  as  well  as  the  relief  of  the  farmer,  for  cilabli filing 
a  modus  on  the  average  ratnges  of  a  certain  number  of  years, 
except  in  cafes  of  exadion,  you  would  give  the  church  as  much  as 
they  have  at  prefent,  except  in  thofe  inllances  of  onconfcionable 
demand— and  as  the  ratages  would  come  net  to  the  owner  of  the 
tithe,  you  would  in  fad,  on.  this  principle,  give  the  church  more  ; 
the  fpoil  of  the  tithe-farmer  would,  therefore,  enable  you  even  to 
lower  the  ratagc,  and  yet,  give  more  to  the  church  ;  fo  that  the 
refult  would  probably  be,  that  the  moderate  clergyman  would  get 
more,  and  the  uncharitable  clergyman  would  get  Icfs — which  would 
be  a  diftribution  of  juftice,  as  -well  as  of  property — Having  once 
agreed  on  the  modus,  I  would  wiih  to  give  the  clergy  or  lay-im- 
propriator,  for  the  recovery  of  their  income,  any  mode  they  choofe 
to  appoint,  civil  bill,  or  any  other  method,  and  then  you  will 
fave  them  the  charge  and  difgracc  of  an  expenfive  agency,  which 
p«penfe  arifes  fi"om  the  difficulty  of  the   recovery  and  the  uncer^ 
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tamty  of  the  demand  ;  and  if  you  add  the  facility  and  cheapnefs 
of  coUedtion  with  the  certainty  of  income  to  the  quantum  under 
the  modus  on  the  principles  I  have  Hated,  you  will  find  the  value 
of  the  church  property  would,  even  in  the  opinion  of  a  notary 
public,  be  encJcafed,  though  the  imaginary  claim  would  be  cir- 
cumfcribed  and  diminifhed.  This  is  no  commutation,  no  inno- 
vation ;  here  is  only  a  regulation  of  tithe,  and  an  abolition  of 
tithe-farmers,  and  of  thofe  abufes  which  have  grown  out  of  the 
uncertainty  of  tithe  ;  it  takes  from  tithe  its  deadly  fting,  uncer- 
tainty, and  makes  it  ceafe  to  be  a  growing  penalty  on  extraordi- 
nary labour ;  and  it  puts  the  queflion  diredly  to  the  moderation 
of  the  church,  will  you  infifl  on  indefinite  demand,  and  uncon- 
fcionable  ratage,  as  an  efiential  part  of  the  Chriftian  religion,  or 
the  Proteftant  eftaUifhment  ?  The  Bible  is  the  anfwer  to  this 
queftlon,  even  though  the  clergyman  (hould  be  filent — and  it  it 
therefore  I  prefs  this  method  the  more,  becaufe  it  does  not  in- 
volve, the  fubje6l  iii  fpeculation,  nor  reft  the  redrefs  of  the  pea- 
fantry  on  the  ingenuity  of  fyftem,  but  makes  that  relief  a  mat- 
ter of  moderation,  and  of  Chriftian  charity  :  were  you  difpofcd 
to  go  farther  you  might  form,  on  this  regulation,  a  commutation 
which  fhould  more  effe(^ually  relieve  the  plow,  and  (hould>  at  the 
lame  time,  give  the  benefit  of  the  growth  of  the  country  to  the 
church :  let  a  perfon  in  each  parifti,  be  appointed  in  vdbry  by 
the  parfon  and  the  parifhioners,  and  if  they  do  not  agree,  let  each 
appoint  their  own,  who  (hall  every  year  make  a  return  of  acre* 
utMler  tillage  to  applotters,  who  (hall  make  a  valuation  of  tlie 
fame  according  to  a  tithing  table,  fiich  as  I  have  ftated  to  be  efU'« 
blifhed  by  ad  of  Parliament,  and  that  valuation  to  be  raifed  in  the 
f  manner  of  other  baroni^  charges ;  thus  the  parfon's  income 
would  increafe  with  the  extent  of  tillage,  without  falling  ^Jrinci- 
pally  on  the  plow,  T-hc  principle  of  this  plan,  if  you  choofe  to 
go  beyond  a  modus,  is  obvious  ;  the  mechanical  part  of  this,  and 
of  the  other  regulation  which  I  have  fubmitted,  will  be  beill 
detailed  in  the  provincial  committees,  if  you  (h^  choofe  to  ap- 
point them,  for,  in  faft,  your  plan  muft  arife  out  of  the  enquiry, 
and  the  refolutions  of  thefe  committees,  and  the  great  difficulty 
on  the  fubjefl  is  your  averfion  to  the  enquiry.  There  arc  other 
di£&cu]tie3,  I  allow,  the  diificulties  of  pride,  the  diificulties  of  paf« 
Hon,  the  difficulties  of  bigotry,  contraction  of  the  head,  and 
hardnefs  of  the  heart.  Tithes  are  made  more  refpeCUble  than 
and  fuperior  to  any  other  kind  of  property.  The  High  Ptieft 
will  not  take  a  parliamentary  title  ;  that  is,  in  other  words,  be 
thinks  they  have  a  divine  right  to  tithe. 

Whence  ?  None  from  the  Jews ;  the  priefthood  of  the  Jews 
had  not  the  tenth  ;  the  Levites  had  the  tenth,  becaufe  they  had 
no  other  inheritance  ;  but  Aaron  and  his  fons'had  but  the  tenth 
of  that  tenth ;  that  is,  the  prieilhood  of  the  Jews  had  but  tb€ 
hundredth  part,  the  rcil  was  for  other  ufes ;  fpr  the  reft  of  the  I^e- 
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Tltc8>  and  for  the  poor,  the  ftranger,  the  widow,  the  orphan, 
and  the  temple.  But  fuppofing  tne  Jewifh  prieilhood  had  the 
tenth,  which  they  certainly  had  not;  the  Chriftian  prieilhood 
does  not  claim  nnder  them.  Chrifl  'was  not  a  Levite,  nor  of  the 
tribe  of  Levi,  nor  of  the  Jewilh  priefthood,  but  came  to  proteft 
agalnil:  that  priefthood,  their  worfhip,  their  ordinances,  their 
pa/Tover,  and  their  circumcifion.  Will  a  Chriftianpriefthood  fay 
it  was  meet  to  put  down  the  Jcwifh,  but  meet  likewife  to  feizc 
on  the  fpoil ;  as  if  their  riches  were  of  divine  right,  though  their 
religion  was  not ;  as  if  Chridian  difintereftednefs  might  take  the 
landT,  and  the  tithe  given  in  lieu  of  land,  and  pofTefled  of  both, 
and  diveited  of  the  charity,  exclaim  againil  the  avarice  of  the 
'.  Jews? 

The  Apoftles  had  no  tithe,  they  did  not  demand  it,  they  and 
He  whofe  mifllon  they  preached,  protefted  againft  the  principle 
on  which  tithe  is  founded.—"  Carry  neither  fcrip,  nor  purfe, 
nor  fhocs  ;  into  whatever  houfe  ye  go  fay,  peace,"  Here  is  con- 
cord and  contempt  of  riches,  not  tithe.  "  Take  no  thought 
what  ye  (hall  eat,  or  what  ye  (hall  drink,  nor  for  your  bodies 
what  ye.  (hall  put  on  ;"  fo  faid  Chrift  to  his  Apoftles.  Does  this 
look  like  a  right  in  his  prieilhood  to  a  tenth  of  the  goods  of  the 
community  ? 

"  Beware  of  covetoufnefs — ^feek  not  what  ye  ihall  eat,  but 
feck  the  kingdom  of  God." 

"  Give  alms— provide  yourfelves  with  bags  that  wax  not  old, 
atreafure  in  Heaven  which  faileth  not."  This  does  not  look  like 
a  right  in  the  Chriftian  prieilhood  to  the  tenth  of  the  goods  of 
the  community  exempted  from  the  poor's  dividend. 

"  Diftribute  unto  the  poor,  and  feek  treafure  in  Heaven," 

"  Take  care  that  your  hearts  be  not  charged  with  furfeiting, 
and  drunkennefs,  and  the  cares  of  this  life," 

One  (hould  not  think  that  our  Saviour  was  laying  the  founda- 
tion of  tithe,  but  cutting  up  the  roots  of  the  claim,  and  prophe- 
tically admoniihing  fome  of  the  modern  prieilhood.  If  thefe  pre- 
cepts are  of  divine  right,  tithes  cannot,  be  fo  ;  the  precept  which 
orders  a  contempt  of  riches,  the  claim  which  demands  a  tenth  of 
the  fruits  of  the  earth  for  the  miniders  of  the  gofpel. 

The  peafantry  in  apoilolic  times  had  been  the  obje6l  of  cha- 
rity, not  of  exaftion,  Thofe  to  whofe  cabbin  the  tithe-farmer  has 
gone  for  tithe  of  turf,  and  to  whofe  garden  he  has  gone  for  the 
tithe  potatoes,  the  Apoftles  would  have  viiited  likewife  5  but  they 
would  have  viftted  with  contribution^  not  for  exaction  :  the  poor 
had  ihared  with  the  Apoftles,  though  they  contribute  to  the 
eharchman. 

The  gofpel  Is  not  an  argument  for,  but  againft  the  right  divine 
of  tithe  5  fo  are  the  iirft  fathers  of  the  church. 

It  is  the  boaft  of  Tertullian,  "  Nemo  compeilitur/edj^onle  confert 
h€i  ^aji  depofitafunt  fietatii*" 
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«*  With  us  men  are  not  under  the  ncccflity  gf  redeeming  their 
religion,  what  we  have  is  not  raifed  by  compulfion,  each  contri- 
butes what  he  pleafes  ;  modicam.  unufqu'tfque Jltpendium  vel  cum  vcHiy 
etji  modo  vellt,  etfi  modo  pojfet ;  what,  we  receive  we  bcftowon 
the  poor,  the  old,  the  orphan,  and  the  infirm." 

Cyprian,  the  bifhop  of  Carthage,  tells  you,  the  expcnccs  of 
the  church  are  frugal  and  fparing,  but  her  charity  g'reat — he  calls 
the  clergy  his  frat res  Jjf>ori^lantes-^3,  fraternity  living  by  contri- 
bution. 

Foifake,  fays  Origen,  the  priefts  of  Pharaoh,  who  have  earth- 
ly pofTeflions,  and  come  to  us  who  have  none — ^we  muft  not  con- 
fume  what  belongs  to  the  poor — we  muft  be  content  with  fimplc 
fare,  and  poor  apparel. 

Chryfyiome,  in  thie  clofe  of  the  fourth  century,  declares,  that 
there  was  no  practice  of  tithes  in  the  former  ages — and  Erafmus 
fays,  that  the  attempt  to  demand  them,  was  no  better  than 
tyranny. 

But  ther^  is  an  authority  ftill  higher  than  the  opinions  of  the 
fathers — there  is  the  authority  of  a  council — the  Council  of 
Antioch,  in  the  fourth  centuiy,  which  declares,  that  bifhijps  may 
dillribute  the  goods  of  the  church,  but  muft  take  no  part  to  them- 
felves,  nor  to  the  priefts  that  lived  with  them,  unlefs  neceffity  re- 
quired them  juftly — "  Have  food  and  raiment,  be  therewith  con- 
tent.'' 

This  was  the  ftate  of  the  church  111  its  purity  in  the  fifth  cen- 
tury— decimation  began,  andChriftianity  declined;  then  indeed 
the  right  of  tithe  was  advanced,  and  advanced  into  a  ftile  that 
damned  it.  The  preachers  who  advanced  the  doArine  placed  all 
Chriftlan  virtue  in  the  payment  of  tithe.  They  faid  that  the 
Chriftian  religion,  as  we  fay  the  Proteftant  religion,  depended  on 
it.  They  faid,  that  thofe  who  paid  not  their  tithes,  would  be 
found  guilty  before  God  ;»  and  if  they  did  not  give  the  tenth,  that 
God  would  reduce  the  country  to  a  tenth. — Blafpheraous  prea- 
^^hers— grofs  ignorance  of  the  nature  of  things — -impudent  fami- 
liarity with  the  ways  of  God — audacious,  afTumed  knowledge  of 
his  judgments,  and  a  falfe  denunciation  of  his  vengeance.  And 
yet  even  thefe  rapacious,  blafphemous  men  did  not  ackno^yledgc 
to  demand  tithe  for  themfelves,  but  the  poor — alms  !  the  debt  of 
charity — the  poor's  patrimony.  **  We  do  not  limit  you  to  a  pre- 
cife  fum  ;  but  you  will  not  give  lefs  than  the  Jews" — dectm^sjnnt 
trlhuta  egenUum  anlrharum  redde  trihuia  pauper  thus,  Auguftine  goes 
on  and  tells  you,  that  as  many  poor  as  die  in  your  neighbour- 
hood for  v/p.at,  you  not  paying  tithe,  of  fo  many  murders  wIB 
you  be  found  guilty,  at  the  tribunal  of  God — tantorum  hornet- 
diorum  reus  ante  tr'J)unal  eterni  judlcis  apparehit.  Let  us,  fays  St. 
Jerome,  at  leaft  follow  the  example  ot  the  Jews,  and  part  of  the 
whole  give  to  the  prieft  and  the  poor.  To  thefe  authorities  we  ai;c 
to  add,  the  decree  of  two  councils — the  Provincial  Council  of 
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Mafcon,  ia'jthc.  clofe  of  the  fiith  century,  and  the  decree  of  the 
Council.ofNantz,  in,  the.  clofc  of  the;  ninth.     The.firiJ;  orders  that 
tithes  may  be  brought  in  by  thcrpeople,  that  the  prieft  may  ex- 
pend them  for  the  ufe  of  the  poor,  and  the  redemptipri  of  cap- 
.tlves. — The  latter  decrees,  Xh^  the  clergy  are  to.  ufe  the  tithes, 
not  2Szpro^ttyf  hut  ^trii^'-^onquqfifuis  fed  conmenJans. 
It  was  not  the  table  of  the  prieft  nor  his  domeftics,  nor  his 
.    apparel,  •  nor  his  jpfluen<:e,  nor  his  ambition  ;  but  a  Chnftian 
equipage  of  tender  virtues — ^the  widow,  the  orphan,  and  the  poor ; 
:    they  did  not  demand  the  tithe  as  a  Corporation   of  Proprietors, 
[   like  an  Eaft  India  Company,  or  a  South  Sea  Company,  with  great 
'    right*  of  property   annexed,  diftind  from  the  community,  and 
f    from  religion;  but  as   truftee?,  humble    truftees  to    God,  and 
:    the  poor,  pointed  out  they  prefumed  by  excefs  of  hoiinefs  and 
contempt  of  riches.     Nor  did  they- re  fort  to  decipiation,.  even 
'    under  thefe  plaufible  pretcnfions,  until  forced  by-  depredation 
I   committed   by  themfelves  on  one  another.     The  goods  of  the 
,    church  of  whatever  kind,  were  *it  firft  in  common,  diftributed 
tothefupport  of  the  church,  and  the  provifion  of  the.  poor — but 
at  length  the  more  powerful  part,  thofe  who  attended  the  courts 
of  princes — they  who  intermeddled  in  ftate  affairs,  the  bufy  high 
prieft,  and  the  fervile,  feditioys,  clerical  politician  ;  and  particu- 
larly the  abbots  who  had  engaged  in  war,  and  had  that  pretence 
,  for  extortion,  ufurped  the  fund,  left  the  bufmefs  of  prayer  to  the 
inferior  clergy,  and  the  inferipr  clergy  to  tithe  and  thp  people. 
i       Thus  the  claim  of  tithe  originated  in  real  extortion,  and  was 
propagated  by  affeAed  charity ;  at  firft,  for  the  poor  and  the 
church,  afterwards  fubjed  to  the  fourfold  divifion,  the   bifhop, 
the  fabric,  the  minifter,  and  the  poor  ;  this  in  Europe. 

In  England  tithe  is  not  founded  on  divine  right,  but  was  faid 

.  to  be  introduced  by  murder :  a  King  of  Mercia .  in  the  feventh 

century  afTaffinates  another  Prince  in  a  moft  barbarous  manner, 

and  grants,  with  what  power  I  know  not,  the  tenth  of  his  fub- 

je^ls  goods,  for  abfolution.;  but  in  England,  as  elfe where,  the 

*   fourfold  divifion  took  place — ^fo  fays  Blackftone. 

Nay  the  preamble  of  the  grant  of  Stephen  recognizes  tithe  to 
be  alms. 

Since  It  is  divulged  far  and  nearby  the  church,  that  fouls  may 
receive  abfolution  by  the  gv^nt  ;pf  alms,  "  I,  Stephen,  to  favc 
ray  own  foul,  that  of  my  father's,  and  that  of  my  mother*s,  and 
my  relations."  • 

Then  he  goes  on  and  grants  or  confirms  tithes  and  other 
things.^ 

Nay,' there  ire  two  ads  of  Parliament  exprefs,  one  the   13th 
.  Richard  II.  providing  that  for  the  appropriation  of  benefices, 
here  ihall  be  provifion  made  for  the  vicar  and  the  poor  *. 

*  Becaufe  divers  damages  and  hindrances  have  oftentimes  happened 
hj  the  appropriation  of  benejlcis  in  fome  places — it  it  agreed^  that  in 
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The  caufe  of  this  w6t  of  Par1i«meRt  were  baic£ces  given  to 
perfons  wW  did  i»t»  or  could  not  preachy  lay  perfons,  fdme- 
times  nuns,  (as  we  give  them  to  non-refidents)  to  the  negleA  of 
thcpooi^s  portion. 

Tbcfc  principles  were  deptfted  from,  and  the  truft  moft  un- 
doubtedly buried  in  oblivion ;  but  kt  me  add  the  Chrlftian  reli- 
gion was  Ibrgotten  likewife. 

iience  the  Reformation  bringing  back  Chriftianky  to  its  dd 
purity ;  and  hence  a  fuperfor  and  milder  order  of  priefts  who 
purged  the  fpirttual  and  fome  of  the  tennporal  abominations,  but 
did  not  entirely  relinquifh  the  claim  to  the  tithe ;  though  I  mull 
own  great  numbers  have  too  much  putity  to  infift  on  it— -^  claim 
which  I  have  fhewn  to  have  been  in  its  creation  an  encroachment 
on  the  laity,  and  in  its  application  an  encroachment  on  the  poor. 
No  divine  right,  no,  nor  natural  right:  the  law  of  Nature  aod 
the  kw  of  God  are  the  fame ;  the  law  of  Nature  doth  not  give 
property,  but  the  law  of  Nature  abhors  that  difproportion  of  pro- 
perty whidi  is  to  be  found, in  the  claim  of  900  or  locro  men  to 
the  loth  of  the  goods  of  3,000,000  5  a  claim  in  the  3000th  part 
of  th^  community  to  the  10th  of  its.  property — fuifek  on  the  part 
of  tlie  few — ^Famine  on  the  part  of  the  many — a  diftribntion  of  the 
•fruits  of  the  earth  ;•  impolfible,  beaftly,  (hocking  in  itfelf,  and 
when  accompanied  with  a  claim  to  extravagant  moderation  and 
purity,  ridiculous  and  difgufting—^a  claim  againil:  the  proportion! 
of  Nature  and  the  precepts  of  the<TofpcL 

I  know  there  are  afts  of  Pariiameirt  on  this  futjeft.  The  aft 
of  H-enry  VIII.  which  requiivs  the  fetting  out  of  the  tithe  ;  m 
a^  of  coUe^ion,  not  creation  ;  an  a6l  which  had  the  lay  impro- 
priator in  view,  and  which  feems  to  takt  for  granted  a  claim  0/ 

fuperftition,  founded  on  the  pretence  of  charity. =1  know  there 

are  many  fubfequent  ads  (which  arc  called  tithe-bills)  intended 
to  afflift  thecolleftion  of  cuftomary,  not  full  tkhe,  and  in  that  con- 
fidence granted  by  Parliament.  I  am  not  now  enquiring  whether 
the  claim  to  the  full  tithe  is  legal,  but  whether  the  application  of 
that  tithe  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  fupporting  the  pricft  is  a  ufur- 
pation.  And,  I  have  fliewn  you  that  tithe  was  a  charity,  fubjed 
to  the  fupport  of  the  poor  in  the  firft  place,  and  the  prieil  in  the 
laft.-! — I  have  fliewn  you  that  tithe  does  not  ftand  on  the  delicate 
ground  df  private  property. — I  have  (hewn  you  that  it  was  a  truft 
converted  into  a  property,  by  abufe ;— which  abufe.  the  legifla- 

•ivery  lieenfi  it  Jhatt  he  exprefsly  comprifedy  that  the  £ocefan  of  tht  ^ 
place  Jhall  ordain^  according  to  the  value  of  fuch  church^s^ '  a  cqhw* 
nient  fum  of  money  fhall  he  paid  and  iRfirihuted  yearly  out  of  Ac 
fruits  and  profits  of  fome  churches  to  the  poor  pari/hioners  cf  fonu 
churches  in  atd  of  their  fuflenance  for  ever  ;  Ukewtfe  thai  the  Vicar 
be.  wfll  and  ftjfficientlj  . endowed. ^ — Statute  Uextry  IV.  .cottfirvu 
this  ad% 
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*  turc  may  controul,  without  fecrflege  or  robbery. — If  a  right  to  the 
full  tenth  18  yet  inMed  on,  give  them  the  full  tenth,  on  the  prind- 
ples  on  which  alone  they  at  firfl  ventured  to  demand  It — fubjed 
to  a  poor  rate — Let  the  trufl  be  elcecuted — ^let  widows  and  orphant  , 
(hare  it — let  the  houfe  of  induftry  and  the  various  hofpttals  and 
infirmaries  |hare  it — Let  .the  houfe  of  God  (now  a  hovel  repaired 
at  the  expence  of  Parliament,  though,  by  the  canon  law,  it  (hould 
be  repaired  by  the  priefthood)  (hare  it;  let  the  poorer  order  of 
peafantry  (hare  it.  If  thd  clergy  will  infift  on  taking  the  full, 
tithes  of  his  potatoes,  if  they  take  the  ilaff  out.  of  his  hands, 
they  mud  carry  the  peafant  on  their  (boulders.  Thus,  the  clergy 
infilling  on  the  fummum  jusy  and  the  laity  on  the  fumma  jufitisit 
the  former  would  not  be  richer  by  the  change.  I  (hould  on  fuch 
a  change,  condole  with  the  church,  and  congratulate  the  poor  ; 
and  I  (hould  applaud  the  difcretion,  as  well  as  the  moderation,  of 
thofe  excellent  paftors  who  did  not  rake  up  from  the  afhes  of  fu« 
perftition,  this  claim  to  the  tenth,  but  were  fatisfied  with  compe- 
tence and  character,  and  brotherly  love,  and  a  right  to  live  by 
their  miniftry,  a  right,  fet  forth  in  the  Gofpel^  and  which  Nature 
had  Jet  forth,  even  though  the  Gofpel  had  been  fJent. 

**  Imprafticable,"  impradicable,"  impra6licablc,"  a  zealous 
divine  will  fay,  any  alteration  is  beyond  the  power  and  wifdom  of 
Parliament — above  the  faculties  of  man  to  make  adequate  provi- 
fion  for  900  clergymen  who  defpife  riches  :  were  it  to  raife  a  new 
tax  for  their  provifion,  or  for  that  of  a  body  lefs  holy — how  eafy 
the  ta(k  !  how  various,  the  means  !  but,  when  the  propofal  is  to 
diminifh  a  tax  already  eftabli(hcd — an  impoffibility  glares  us  in  the 
face,  of  a  meafure  fo  contrary  to  our  practices  both  m  church  and 
ftate. 

If  you  think  the  property  of  the  church  divine,  and  that  when 
you  afie<ft  it  at  all,  you  touch  on  holy  things,  then  call  the  propofal 
and  call  the  refoTmacion  prophane,  facrilegious,  blafphemous,  but 
never  call  the  propofal  inipradicable.  How  are  the  clergy  paid 
in  Holland  ?  by  fixed  falary — How  in  Scotland  ?  by  fixed  falary 
—never  lefs  than  loco  marks,  nor  more  than  3000;  are  the  clergy 
in  Scotland  deficient !  Has  hiflory  no  obligation  to  the  clergy 
of  that  fagacious  people — how  are  the  civil,  military,  and  reve- 
nue cftablifhments  paid  in  Ireland  ?  by  fixed  falary.^ — You  have 
not  found  it  difficult,  but  fatally  facile  to  create  fuch  falaries.  In 
thefe  laft  twenty  years,  you  have  created  not  a  few,  and  you  have 
done  this  for  laymen,  to  whom  falary  was  the  principal  objed ; 
but  for  the  church,  where  the  provifion,  the  temporal  confideration 
is  but  fecondary — a  moderate  means  for  the  fupport  of  the  great 
duty  of  prayer<: — to  fuppofe  the  regulation,  or  even  moderation 
of  that  provlfioij  impradlicable,  annexes  a  moll  tranfcen dent  im- 
portance to  what  is  grofs  and  temporal,  and  a  comparative  infig* 
nificance  to  what  is  pure  and  fplritual,  and  throws  a  certain  com- 
plexion of  gfolTnefs,  and  inablUnence  on  certain  devout  and  mod 
learned  controvcrfialifls. 
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Tf  indeed  you  conceive  what  is  given  in  commutation  Ihouldbc 
equal  to  the  tenth  of  your  produce,  the  impradicabillty  is  a<l* 
niltted.  While  I  admire  the  enormity  of  the  fuggeftion,  I  ac- 
knowledge the  impradicabllity  of  the  execution  of  it.  I  believe 
the  legiflaturc  will  never  agree  to  give  them  the  tenth  cither  in 
commutation  or  tithe — both  are  impradlicable— fuch  a  claim,  and 
fuch  a  commutation,  that  900  men  fhould  have  the  tenth  of  the 
property  of  3,000,000  ;  and  you  will  find  we  are  much  more — the 
cuilomofthe  country,  the  modus  of  feveral  places,  your  own  vote 
of  agillment,  and  above  all  the  interell  of  religion,  and  of  frugal 
piety  forbid  it — give  them  the  tenth  and  you  give  away  your  reli- 
gion ;  but  if  you  mean  a  commutation  for  cullomary  profits,  not 
extravagant  claims,  I  think  I  liayc  fhewn  you  that  commutation 
is  not  impi  afticable  ;  I  have  iliewn  you  how.  theFr  prefent  livings 
can  be  difcovered,  and  can  be  commuted  :  the  value  is  not  an  im- 
penetrable myftery  ;  there  is  hardly  a  pariih  in  which  you  could 
avoid  to  find  twelve  refpedlable  parifhioners  who  would  afcertain 
their  ratages,  and  their  income  ;  nor  is  there  a  clergyitian  who 
could  not  tell  you,  nor  a  tithe  jfarmer,  nor  a  tithe-pro6lor,  nor 
a  biHiop,  for  he  in  his  traffic  with  the  minifter  about  tranflation 
generally  gives  in  a  fch^dule  of  the  value  of  the  livings  in  his 
diocefe.  I  think  it  unnecefTary  to  add,  that  there  are  feveral  ads, 
and  one  of  the  lad  fefiion,  requiring  fuch  a  difcovery,  and  the 
ratages  in  certain  cafes,  to  be  made  on  oath. 

Men  are  apt  to  argue  as  if  an  error  in  that  difcovery  might  be 
fiital,  as  if  the  efTence  of  religion  was  in  the  quantum  of  folid 
food,  and  as  if  30I.  a  year  more,  or  30I.  lefs,  would  be  a  diflference 
decifivc  as  to  the  propagation  of  the  GofpeL  The  inaccuracy 
that  may  attend  the  various  ways  of  information  on  this  fubjcd 
cannot  he  much,  and  if  it  (hall  in  a  fmall  degree  lower  the  great 
livings  and  raife  the  fmall,  cannot  be  fataL 

I  (hould  not  wifh  to  give  the  minifters  of  the  Gofpel  lefs  than 
they  have  at  prefent,  except  in  fome  cafes  of  hardfhip  and  ex- 
tortion ;  but  fuppofe  fome  of  them  did  receive  lefs,  would  the 
church  fall?  The  importance  and  the  difficulty  of  accuracy  on 
this  queilion  are  both  over-rated. 

Tliis  objcftion  of  impra(fticability  therefore  againfl  a  commu- 
tation is  but  a  pretence,  and  againil  a  modus  is  not  even  a  pre- 
tence ;  or  is  it  impracticable  to  enquire  into  the  prefent  ratages, 
and  on  that  information  to  proceed  ?  If  fo,  if  this  ftep  is  im- 
pra£licable,  the  abufes  that  grow  out  of  tithes  are  incurable,  and 
then  you  ought  to  reject  the  fyftem  of  tithe  as  an  incorrigihlc 
evil,  and  recur  to  another  mode  of  paying  your  clergy.  If  a 
modus  is  impofiible,  a  commutation  is  neceffary. 

AVe  are  too  apt  to  conceive  pubhc  cares  impradicable — eveiy 
thino-  bold  and  radical  in  the  fhape  of  public  redrefs  is  termed 
impracticable. 

I  vemembcr  when  a  Declaration  of  Right  was  thought  im- 
pnicllcable — when  the  Independency  of  the  Irifh  Parliament  was 
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thought  impraAicable^ — ^when  the  eftablifhment  of  a  Free  Trade 
was  thought  impradllcabl'e — ^wben  the  reftoration  of  the  Judica** 
ture  of  our  Peers  was  thought  impradicable — when  an  exciuiion 
of  the  Legiflj^tive  Power  of  the  Council  was  thought  impracti- 
cable—when a  limited  Mutiny-bill,  with  Irifh  articles  of  war  in 
the  body  of  it,  and  the  Declaration  of  Right  in  its  front,  was 
thought  impraAicable— when  the  formation  of  a  Tenantry- 
bill,  for  fecuring  to  the  tenantry  of  Ireland  their  leafehold  intercA 
was  thought  impraAicable — and  yet  thofe  things  have  not  only 
come  to  pafs,  but  form  the  bafe  on  which  we  ftand.  Never  wai 
there  a  country  to  which  the  argument  of  impradkicabiiity  was 
lefs  applicable  than  Ireland. 

Ireland  is  a  great  capacity  not  yet  brought  iiito  aftion — much 
has  been  civilized,  much  has  been  reclaimed,  but  fometbing  is  to 
be  redreffed — ^the  lower  orders  of  the  people  claim  your  attentioft 
**— the  bed  hufbandry  is  the  hufl)andry  of  the  human  creature. 
What !  can  you  reclaim  the  tops  of  your  mountains,  and  cannot 
you  improve  your  people  ?  Every  animal,  except  the  tyger,  (as 
I  have  heard)  is  capable  of  being  reclaimed — ^the  method  is  to 
feed,  to  feed  after  a  long  hunger — you  have  with  your  own 
peafantry  began  the  procefs^  and  you  had  better  complete  the 
experiment. 

Inadequate — inadequate,  interpofes  the  advocate  for  exaiElion  j 
the  rich  will  intercept  the  relief  intended  by  Parliament. 

This  objei^ion  fuppofes  the  condition  of  the  peafantry  to  be 
poor  in  the  lail  degree — it  fuppofes  that  condition  to  arife  from 
various  complicated  caufes ;  low  price  of  labour,  high  price  of 
land,  number  of  abfentees,  and  other  caufes,  and  *it  refers  the 
poor  to  the  hangman  for  regulation,  and  to  Providence  for  relief; 
and  it  juftifies  this  abandonment  of  one  part/  of  the  community, 
by  a  crimination  of  the  other :  on  a  furmife  that  the  upper  orders 
of  men  in  this  country  are  cdmplete  extortioners,  and  would  con- 
vert abatement  of  tithe  into  increafe  of  rent,  and  thus  intercept 

the  juftice  of  Parliament. Here   I  rauft  abfolutely  and  in- 

ftantly  deny  the  fadt ;  the  landlords  are  not  as  defcribed  ;  expen- 
five  frequently,  I  allow ;  but  an  hofpitable,  a  humane  and  affec- 
tionate people — the  genius  of  the  Irifh  nation  is  affeftion — the 
gentlemen  are  not  extortioners  by  nature,  nor  (as  the  tithe-farmer 
w)  by  profefSon.  In  fome  cafes  they  do  fet  their  land  too  high, 
in  many  not,  and  on  that  head  they  are  daily  becoming  more 
rca'fonable.  « 

Yottr  Magiftracy-bill,  your  Riot-aft,  your  Compenfation-bill, 
what  becomes  of  the  authority  of  thefe  laws  with  the  lower  or- 
ders— if  you  argue  them  into  a  convidtion,  that  the  landlords  of 
Ireland,  that  is,  the  landed  intereil  who  palfed  thefe  ^6ts  in  their 
colle6tive  capacity,  are  in  their  individual  capacity  but  fo  many 
•ttortioncrs  ?  Look  to  the  faft,  to  their  leafes  for  thirty-one  years, 
or  three  li^es — not  like  bifhops  leafes  ;  look  to  their  lands-— not 
itke  church  lands.     See  the  difference  between  the  lands  of  lay- 
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mefi,  who  have  an  intcreft  in  the  inheritance,  and  of  church  men, 
who  have  only  the  efprit  dc  corp^f  thiit  is,  a  falfe  and  barren  pride 
in  the  fucccffion  ;  look  to  the  landlords  condudl — ^theypaffeda 
Tenantry-bill-^the  bifhops  rejedled  a  leafe-bill,  and  have  alirioft 
uniformly  refilled  every  bill  that  tended  to  the  improvement  of 
the  country. — If  by  the  remoteft  poflibility,  their  body  could  be 
fei  the  fraalleft  deigree  prejudiced  in  the  moll  iniignificant  of  its 
lead  wanantable  pretenfions  ;  but  if  ftill  you  doubt,  call  forth 
the  tenaiHry,  and  put  the  queilion  to  them — do  not  take  your  opi- 
nion from  the  opprefibr  ;  afk  the  opprefTed,  and  they  will  tell 
you  vihfX  we  know  already,  that  the  great  opprellion  Is  tithe  ;.thc 
middle- ma«'s  over- reaching,  as  i^  many  inftances,  I  acknowledge 
he  18,  (compared  to  the  tithe-farmeu's)  is  mercy.     Suppofe  him 
as  dellitute  of  compuhdlion,  he  is  not  armed  with  the  fame  pow- 
ers of  torture,  tlK>iigh  he  had  the  fame  genius  for  oppreffion— he 
has  not  his  own  tribunals^  nor  can  he  put  the  countryman  to  ex- 
pence  of  attending  on  Vicars  Courts,  nor  of  watching  his  crop, 
nor  of  delaying  his  harveft  home,  nor  of  notices,  nor  fummonfes, 
nor  of  drinking  at  his  ale-houfe,  v/hile  the  value  of  the  tithe  i« 
computed,  nor  of  all  that  train  of  circumftanccs  and  charge  with 
which  the  uncertain  dues  of  the  church  are  now  coUeded,  at  the 
expence  of  the  morale  of  the  people. 

But  if  the  charge  was  founded  in  fad,  it  Is  not  an  argument, 
and  has  nothing  to  fay  to  the  queilion,  where  firallar  exertions  of 
oppreffion,  if  morally  probable,  are  rendered  legally  impoffible. 
The  landlord  cannot  in  confequence  of  exemption  from  tithe, 
raife  his  rent  on  his  lefTees,  during  the  continuance  of  the  t.-rra. 
Now,  do  you  imagine  that  it  is  the  cottier  only,  and  not  the 
leffee  alfo,  that  complain  of  tithe — they  are  both  aggrieved — ^the 
tenantry  of  Ireland  are  aggrieved — the  leflife  therefore,  muft  be 
relieved  by  the  plan,  and  tlie  cottier  cannot  be  equally  opprefTed, 
becaufe  he  agrees  for  his  rentbefoie  he  fows  his  crop — but  pays^ 
his  tithe  afterwards ;  the  latter  of  coui  fe  muft  be,  and  the  former 
cannot  be,  a  charge  for  his  extraordinary  labour.  Rent  is  a 
charge  on  land,  tithe  on  labour — the  one  definite,  the  other  In- 
\  definite  ;  they  are  not  convertible  ;  encreafe  your  rent  under  any 
•  pretence,  ftill  It  muft  avoid  the  effcntial  evil  of  tithe — the  evil  of 
being  arbitrary  ;  a  tax  riling  with  induftry.  Suppofe  the  fe- 
'  vereft  cafe,  one  pound  an  acre  advanced  rent  for  potatoe  ground, 
the  cottier  by  extraordinary  labour,  works  himfelf  comparatively 
out  of  his  rent,  and  Into  a  greater  tithe  ;  thus  extortion  by  rent, 
is  but  a  cruel  compuhion  on  cxtiaordinaiy  labour— but  tithe  a 
penalty. 

There  are  certain  arguments,  which  leading  to  fomethlng  ab- 
furd  and  nonfenfical,  are  ftrlcken  out  of  the  tribe  of  logic  ;  thofe 
arguments  fhould  meet  the  fame  fate  which  lead  to  fomething 
that  is  worfc  than  cither  nonfenfe  or  abfurdlty — ^to  cruelty  and  to 
opprellion. —rOf  this  tribe  is  the  realoning  I  uow  combat,  an  ar- 
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gtiment  which  would  leave^  the  lantiloids  without  character,  to 
leave  the  common  people  without  redrcfs — I  condemn  the  pre- 
mife^  but  I  abhor  the  conclufion. — ^What !  fhould  the  clergy  op- 
prefs  the  poor,  becaufe- the  landlords  (as  is  alledged)  do  fo  al- 
ready? becaufc  the  latter  (as  is  alledged)  over  value  land — fhall 
the  church  overcharge  la^bouF  ?  becaufe  the  |)eafant  pays  (as  is  al- 
ledged) fometimes  five  6r  fix  pounds  per  acre  for  his  land,  fhall  he 
pay  twelve  or  twenty  (hillings  to  the  parfon  for  his  potatoes  ?  The 
preoiifi?8  of  this  argument  impeach  the  charafter  of  the  higher 
order,  and  the  cortclufion  would  fteel  one  order  again  ft  the  other, 
and  the  refultof  fuch  reafoning  would  leave  you  (what  it  afFeAs 
to  find  you)  wicked  and  miferable  ;  and  common  fenfe  and  Chrif- 
tian  charity  lift  up  their  hands  againft  fuch  an  opprobrious  pre- 
raife,  and  fuch  a  pernicious  conclufion. 

If  fuch  were  the  ftate  of  our  country,  the  church  fhould  iir- 
terpofe  and  give  a  good  example,  and  not  follow  a  bad  one  ;  they 
fhould  fay,  we  will  take  the  lead  ;  we  will  ourfelves  moderate  the 
exaiftions  which  opprefs  the  poor — if  the  rich  take  the  advantagff 
and  fruftrate  our  pious  intention,  wc  are  not  in  fault — the  cha- 
rafter  of  religion  is  free,  her  minift^rs  do  not  participate  the 
plunder  of  the  people.  The  vote  of  agiftmehtleft  the  meafure  I 
propofc  practicable,  and  made  it  neceifary  ;  by  that  vote  you.fent 
the  parfon  from  the  demefne  6f  the  gentleman  into  the  garden 
of  the  cottager— by  that  vote  you  faid  you  fhall  not  tax  us — it 
remains  for  you  to  fay,  you  fhall  not  tithe  the  poor  unconfciona- 
bly ;  but,  going  as  far  as  that  vot^  and  no  farther,  yoti  declare 
to  the  proprietors  of  tithe — "  Tithe  the  poor  as  yoU  pleafe,  pro- 
vided we  do  not  pay  you ;"  and  this  is  what  fome  mean  by  their 
zeal  in  the  fuppdrt  of  the  church — this  is  the  more  exceptionable, 
when  you  recolIeCt  that  of  the  poor  who  pteiy  your  clergy,  there 
are  numbers,  of  a  different  religion,  who  of  courfe  receive'  no  ' 
confideration  from  your  clergy,  and  muft  pay  another  clergy. 
The  Proteftaut  intereft  may  require  that  thefe  fhould,  contribute 
to  the  Proteftant  eftabllfhment ;  but,  the  proportion  aind  the 
manner  in  which  yon  now  make  them  contribute,  redounds  but 
little  to  Proteftant  honour,  either  in  church  or  ftate. 

Aye !  but  will  you  encourage  tumult  ?  Will  you  reward  the 
^hiteboy  ?  Will  you  give  a(  premium  to  diftufbance  ? — Sir,  do  not 
advert  fo  lightly  to  the  ftate  of  this  country,  nor  pafs  fo  fuper- 
cilioufly  over  general  diftrefs  as  to  think  that  the  right-boy  or 
white-boy,  (or  by  whatever  other  vagrant  denomination  tumult 
delights  to  defcribe  itfelf )  are  the  only  perfons  who  fufFer  by  the 
prefent  ftate  of  tithes  ;  there  are  two  other  defcriptions  who  are 
opprefTed  by  them — thofe  who  did  nothing  in  the  late  difturbance* 
and  thf)fe  who  took  part  to  quell  them.  Can  you  fuppofe  fo 
many  would  have  been  neutral  in  the  fuppreflion,  if  they  had  not 
been  a  party  to  the  opprelfion  ?  and  have  you  complained  of  the 
languor  of  your  magiftracy,  and  the  fupinenefs  of  the  Pi*oteftant 
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country  gentlemen,  without  adverting  to  the  reafon  ?  The  tu- 
mult was  confined,  but  the  fufFering  was  extenfive.  But  there 
is  another  body  of  men  who  fufFer — they  who  took  part  to  fup- 
prefs.  Have  they  any  pretenfions  ?  Do  you  deny  that  they  are 
fufFerers  ? — they  will  come  to  the  bar  and  prove  it — ^they  will 
prove  two  things  very  material,  very  worthy  your  attention — 
their  merit  and  their  fuffering. 

Yes,  but  will  you  innovate?  Admit  this  argument,  and  we  fit 
here  to  confecrate  abufes.  The  ftatutes  of  Mortmain  were  inno- 
vations—the fuppreflion  of  Monafteriea  innovation — the  Refor- 
mation innovation — for,  what  Is  the  Proteftant  religion,  but  the 
interpofition  of  Parliament,  refcuiug  Chriftianity  from  abufes  in- 
troduced by  its  own  priefthood  ? 

Inftitutions  divine  and  human  corrupt  by  their  nature  or  by 
ours — the  bell  human  inftitution,  the  Britifh  conftitution,  did  fo 
corrupt,  that,  at  different  pericids,  it  was  anarchy,  oligarchy  dcf- 
potifm — and  was  reftored  by  Parliament. 

The  only  divine  inftitution  we  know  of,  the  Chriftian  religion, 
did  fo  corrupt,  as  to  have  become  an  abomination,  and  was  ref- 
cued  by  a^t  of  Parliament. 

Life,  like  eftablifhments,  declines — difeafe  is  the  lot  of  nature 
—we  oppofe  its  progrefs  by  ibong  remedies,  vi'e  drink  a  frefh  life 
at  fome  medicinal  fountain,  or  we  find  fpecific  in  fome  falubrioiia 
herb  :  Will  you  call  thcfe  reftoratives  innovation  on  the  phyfical 
ceconomy  ?  Why  then,  in  the  political  osconomy,  thofc  fta- 
tutes which  purge  the  public  weal,  and  from  tirfie  to  time  guard 
that  firm  animal  man  agaiiift  the  evils  to  which  civil  fociety  is  ex- 
pofed,  the  encroachments  of  the  prieft  and  the  politician. 

It  is  then  on  a  falfc  furniife  of  our  nature — this  objeftion  ;  we 
live  by  a'fucceflion  of  amendment  ;  fuch  is  the  hiftory  of  man, 
fuch  above  all,  is  the  hiilory  of  religion,  where  amendment  was 
even  oppofed  ;  and  thofe  cant  exprcHions,  the  fupporting  church 
and  Hate,'  were  ever  advanced  to  continue  the  abul'ts  of  both.  L  n 
thofe  occafions  prejudices  from  the  ragged  battlement  of  fuper- 
(lition  ever  fcrecned  innovation.  When  our  Elizabeth  eftablifhed 
tKe  Protellant  religion,  fiie  was  called  an  i)inovatrefs — ^when  Lu- 
ther began  the  .reformation,  he  w^as  called  an  innovator ;  nay, 
when  Herod  and  the  high  prieft  Caiphas  (and  high  prietts  of 
all  religions  are  the  fame)  heard  that  one  had  gene  forth  into 
the  multitude  preaching,  gatheiing  the  poor  like  the  hen  under 
her  wing — faying  to  the  rich,  give  unto  the  poor,  and  look  for 
treasures  in  Hea^ven,  and  take  heed  that  your  hearts  be  not  over- 
charged with  luxury,  furfeit,  and  the  eafes  of  this  life  ;  I  fay, 
when  Herod  and  the  High  Prieft  faw  the  author  of  the  Chrif- 
tian religion,  thus  givin^ccmfort  and  countenance,  and  hope  to 
the  poor,  they  were  aftoniflied,  they  felt  in  his  rebuke  of  their 
own  pomp  and  pridcv  and  gluttony  and  beartlincfs,  great  innova- 
tion— they  felt  in  the  fublimity  of  his  moral,  great  innovation ; 
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thc7  ^^w  in  the  extent  of  his  public  care,  great  innovation  ;  and 
accordingly  they  confpired  againft  their  Savioiir,  as  an  innovator ; 
and,  under  the  pretence  of  fupporting  what  they  called  the 
Church  and  State,  they  ftlgmatlzed  the  redemption  of  man,  and 
they  crucified  the  Son  of  God. 

If  we  were  defirous  to  retort  on  the  church  the  argument  of 
innovation — its  own hillory  is  fertile;  what  is  the  idia  of  pro- 
perty in  the  church,  but  an  innovation  ?  their  converfion  of 
property  from  the  great  body  of  the  Chriftians,  to  their  own  ufe  ? 
innovation — their  temporal  power  ?  innovation — their  applica- 
tion for  donations,  equal  to  tenth  ?  innovation — their  converfion 
of  thofe  donations  to  their  own  ufe  ?  innovation — their  excluding 
the  fabric  of  the  church  as  well  as  the  poor,  from  the  benefit  of 
thofe  donations  ?  innovations — iheir  various  tithe  bills?  innova- 
tion— their  RIot-ad  ?  innovation~their  Compeufation-a6l  ?  in- 
novation { 

To  judge  of  the  objeAIon  of  innovation  agalnH  my  plan,  fee 
what  that  plan  does  not  do  ! 

It  does  not  affedl  the  dodlrine  of  our  religion — it  does  not  al- 
ter the  church   eftablilhment — it  docs  not  affedl  the  conftitution 
\         of  epifcopacy.     The  modus  does  not  even  alter  the  mode  of  their 
provifion,  it  only  limits  the  quantum  ;  and  limits  it  on  principles 
f        much  lefs  fevere  than  that  charity  which  they  preach,  or  that  ab- 
ftinence  which  they  inculcate.     Is  this  innovation  ?  Modcratioit, 
innovation  I  as  if  the  Proteftant   religion  was  to  be  propagated 
in  Ireland,  like  the  influence  of  a  roinifter,  by  bribery  ;  or  like 
the  influence  of  a  county  candidate,  by  money  ;  or  like  the  caufe 
of  a  potwalloping   canvafler,  by  the  weight  of  the  purfe  ;  as  if 
Chrift  could  not  prevail  over  the  earth,  unlefs  Mammon  took  him 
by  the  hand.     Am  I  to  underftand,  that  if  you  give  the  parfon 
128.  in  the  acre  for  potatoes,  and  los.   for  wheat,  the  Proteftant 
religion  is  fafe  on  its  rock ;  but  if  yoi^  reduce  him  to  63.  the  acre 
for  potatoes  and  wheat,  then  Jupiter  fliakes  the  Heaven  with  hi» 
thunder — Neptune  rakes  up  the  deep  with  his  tridept,  and  Pluto 
leaps  from  his  throne  ? — arguments  and   appetites  which  depart 
from  Chriftian  purity,  are  beft.  illuftrated  by  Heathen  mythology. 
See  the  curate — he  rifes  at  fix  to  morning  prayers;  he  leaves 
company  at  fix  for  evening  prayer  ;    he  kaptizes,  he  marries,  he 
churches,  be  buries,  he  follows  with  pious  offices  his  fellow  crea- 
ture from  the  cradle  to  the  grave — for  what  immenfe  income  I — . 
what  riches  to  reward  thefe  ineftimable  fervices  ?  Do  not  depetid 
on  the  penury  of  the  laity.     Let  his  own  order  value  his  deferts  j 
50I.  a  year ;  50I.  for  praying,  for  chriftening,  for  marrying,  for 
churching,  for  burying,  for  following  wijh  Chriftian  pffices  hi^ 
fellow  creature  from  cradle  to  grave — fo  frugal  a  thing  is  devo- 
tion, fo  cheap  religion,  fo  eafy  the  terms  on  which  man  may  wor^. 
ftip  hit  Maker,  and  fo  froaU  the  income  In  th?  Qpiniop  of  cede- 
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Caftics,  fufEcient  for  the  duties   of  a  clergyman,  as  far  as  he  is 
conne6led  at  all  with  the  Chriftian  religion. 

I  think  the  curate  has   by  far  too  little — ^bloated  with  the  full 
tenth,  I  think  the  church  yvould  have  abundantly  too  much. 

The  provifion  of  the  church  is  hot  abfolute  property,  like  an 
eftate,  but  payment  for  a  duty  ;  it  is  falaiy  for  prayer,  not  the ' 
gift  of  Go*d  independent  of  the  duty.  He  did  not  fend  his  Son 
to  fiiffer  on  earth,  to  cftablifh  a  rich  priefthood,  but  to  fave  man- 
kind-:—it  is  the  donation  of  the  laity,  for  the  duty  of  prayer. 
The  labourer  deferves  hire  for  doing  his  duty — ^he  is  paid  not  as 
a  high  prieft,  but  a  oaftor  in  his  evangelic,  not  his  corporate  ca- 
pacity— when  he  defires  to  fi^  by  his  miniltry,  he  demands  his 
right  ;  when  he  defires  the  tenth  of  yew  wealth,  he  demands 
your  right,  and  he  prefumes  riches  to  be  the  right  of  the  church, 
itidead  of  fuppofing  what  he  ought,  the  Gofpel  to  be  the  right 
of  the  people,  and  competency  for  preaching  the  Gofpel — not 
lii^cury  to  be  the  right,  as  it  is  the  profeffion  of  the  church.  A 
provifion  for  the  Minifter  of  the  Gofpel  on  its  own  principles, 
keeping  clcir  of  the  two  extremes — ^poverty  on  one  fide,  and 
riches  on  the  other  ;  both  are  avocations  from  prayer  ;.  poverty, 
which  is  a  ftrugglc  how  to  live,  and  riches,  v^iich  are  an  occu- 
pation how  to  fpend.  But  of  the  two  extremes,  I  fhould  dread 
riches — and  above  all,  fuch  indefinite  riches  as  the  tenth  of  the 
induftry,  capital,  and  land  of  3,000,000,  would  heap  in  the  kit- 
chens of  900  clergymen — an  impoflible  proportion  ;  but  if  pof- 
lible,  an  avocation  of  a  very  worldly  kind,  mtroducing  gratifi- 
cations of  '4  very  temporal  nature — ^paflions  drfferent  from  the 
precepts  of  the  Gofpel.  Ambition,  pride,  and  vain  glory,  add' 
to  this  acquifition  of  the  tenth — the  litigation  which  mttft  attend 
it ;  and  the  double  avocatien  of  luxury  and  -law,  conceive  a  war 
of  citations,  contempts,  fummonfes,  civil  bills,  proftors,  attor- 
nies,  and  all  the  voluminous  train  of  difcord,  canned  on  at  the 
fuit  of  the  man  of  peace — by  the  plaintiff  in  the  pulpit,  againft 
the  defendants,  his  congregation.  It  is  a  ftrong  argument  againft 
the  tenth,  that  fuch  claim  is  not  only  inconfift.cnt  v,ith  the  na- 
ture of  things,  but  abfoluteiy  incompatible  with  the  cxercife  of 
the  Chriftian  religion.  Had  the  Apoftles  advanced,  among  the 
Jew^s^  pretenfions  to  the  tenth  of  the  prodtice  of  Judea,  they 
would  not  have  converted  a  lefs  peryerfe  generation;  but  they 
yvere  humble  and  infpired  men — they  went  forth  in  humble  guifc, 
with  naked  foot,  and  brought  to  every  man's  door  in  his  own 
tongue,  the  true  belief ;  thejr  word  prevailed  againft  the  pote"- 
tat£s  of  the  earth,  and  on  the  ruin  of  the  IBaHbaric"  f  ride,  and 
Pondfic  luxiuj — they  placed  the  naked  majefty  of  the  Chriftian 
rdigion.  .     r        .    . 

This  light  was  foon  put  down  by  its  own  minifters,  and  on  ks 
cxtinftion  a  beaftly  and  pompous  priefthood  afccnded.  Political 
UPtentates,  not  Chriftian  paftors— full  of  falfe  zeal,  full  of  worldly 
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pride,  and  full  of  gluttony — empty  of  the  true  religion.  To 
.  their  flock  o|>preffive — to  their  inferior  clergy  brutal — ^to  their 
ltingabj€6k,  Lid  to  their  God  impudent  and  familiar  ;  they  ftoocJL 
•on  the  altar,  as  a  ftepping  ftoolto  the  throne,  glozing  In  the  ear 
x)f  princes,  wliom  they  poifoned  with'  crooked  principles  and 
heated  advice,  and  were  a  fadion  againft  their  king,  when  .they 
were  not  hn  flavea  ;  ever  the  dirt  under  his  feet^  or  a  poignard  in 
his  heart. 

Their  power  went  down  •;  it  burft  of  its  own  plethory,  when 
apopr  reformer,  with  the  Gofpelin  his  hand,  and  in  the  infpired 
fpirit  of  poverty,  r^ftored  the  Chriftlan  religion — the  fame  prin- 
ciple which  ifltrodnced  Chriftianity  guided  reformation.  What 
Luther  did  for  us,  philofophy  has  done  In  forae  degree  for  the 
Roman  Catholics,  and  that  religion  has  undergone  a  fiknt  refor- 
mation, and  both  divifions  of  Chriftianity,  unlefs  they  have  Ipft 
their  underftanding,  muft  have  loft  their  animofity,,  though  they 
have  retained  their  diftinftions.  The  pricfthood  of  Europe  Is  not 
BOW  what  it  was  once ;  their  religion  has  encreafed  as  their  power 
has  diminiftied.  In  thefe  countries  particularly,  for  the  moft 
part,  they  are  a  mild  order  of  men,  with  lefs  dominion  and  more 
piety  therefore,  their  chara^ler  for  the  moft  part  may  be  defcribed 
in  few  words— morality,  enlightened  by  letters,  and  exalted  by 
religion^ — ^fuch  many  of  our  parochial  clergy,  with  fome  excep- 
tions however,  particularly  in  forae  of  the  difturbed  parts  of  the 
Jcingdt>in— »fuch  fome  of  the  heads  of  theehurch — fuch  the  very 
head  of  the  church  in  Ireland.  That  comely  perfonage  who  prc- 
iides  over  a  vaft  income,  and  thinks  he  has  great  revenues,  but  is 
miftaken — being  in  faft  nothing  more  than  the  fteward  of  the 
poor,  and  a  mere  inftrumcnt  in  the  hand  of  Providence,  making 
the  beft  poffible  diftributiou  of  the  fruits  of  the  earth — nay,  there 
are  of  the  church  fome  fuperior  to  the  prejudice  which  on  the 
fubjeft  of  tithes  may  be  expefted.  Of  a}!  inftltutions,  fays  Paley, 
adverfe  to  cultivation,  none  fo  noxious  as  tithe — not  only  a  tax 
on  induftry,  but  the  induftry  that  feeds  mankind  ;  it  is  trne  ! — 
the  mode  of  providing  for  the  church  is  exceptionable,  md  in 
fome  parts  of  Ireland  has  been,  1  apprehend,  attended  with  very 
confiderable  abufes :  thefe  are  what  1  wi(h  to  fubmit  to  you — you 
will  enquire  whether  in  fome  cafes  the  demands  for  tithes  have 
not  been  illegal,  the  collection  of  them  oppreflive,  the  excefe  of 
demand  uncharitable,  and  the  growth  of  it  confiderable  and  op- 
preflivc. 

Whether  in  all  cafes  the  tlthe-fam\er  has  been  a  merciful  paf- 
tor — ^the  tithe^proAor  an  upright  agent — and  even  the  vicar 
himfelf  a  moft  junbiafFed  judge. 

In  this  enquiry,  or  in  forming  fome  Fegulations  from  this 
enquiry,  you  wilj  not  ha  wiih-held  by  the  arguments  of  pride, 
bigotry  and  prejudice — that  argument  which  reflecting  on 
God  maintains  the  fijcr^d  rights  of  exaflion — that  o'tber  argu- 
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nicnt  which  TcflcAing  on  Parliament  denies  your  capacity  to  give 
redrefs — that  other  aigument  which  refledling  on  human  nature 
fuppofes  that  you  inflame  mankind  by  redreffing  their  grievances 
— that  other  argument  which  traduces  the  landed  intercft  of  Ire- 
land as  an  extortioner,  and  belies  one  part  of  the  community  to 
continue  the  miferies  of  the  other — an  argun:\ent  of  calumny,  an 
argument  of  piuelty.  Lead  of  all  fhould  you  be  with-hdd  by 
that  idle  intimation  fluffed  into  the  fpeech  from  the  throne,  fug- 
gefting  that  the  church  is  in  danger,  and  holding  out  from  that 
pwful  (cat  of  authority,  falfe  lights  to  the  nation,  as  if  we  had 
doated  back^to  the  nonfenfe  of  Sacheveral's  days,  and  were  to  be 
ridden  once  more  by  the  fools  and  bigots.— — Parliament  is  not 
a  bigot — you  are  no  fc6laiy,  no  polcjftic-*-it.  is  your  duty  to  unite 
all  men,  to  manifcil  brotherly  love»  «nd  confidence  to  all  men — 
the  parental  fentiment  is  the  true  principle  of  Government.  Men 
are  ever  finally  difpofed  to  be  governed  by  the  inftrument  of  their 
happincfs ;  the  myftery  of  Government  would  you  learn  it  ? — 
Lok  on  the  Gofpel,  and  make  the  fource  of  your  redemption 
the  rule  of  authority,  and  like  (he  hen  in  theJcrfpture,  expand 
your  wingK  and  take  in  all  your  people.      ^  ■  ^ 

Let  bigotry  and  fcbifm,  the  zcalots^fi re,  .the  high  prieft's  in- 
tolerance, through  all  their  difcordan6y,"'tremb1i^,  whiie  an  en* 
lightened  Parliament,  with  arms  of  general  prote<ftion,  over- 
arches the  whole  con^munity,  and  roots  the  Proteftantafcendency 
in  the  fovereign  mercy  of  its  nature  ;  laws  of  coercion,  perhapsi 
neceffgry,  certainly  fevere,  you  have  put  forth  already,  but  your 
great  engine  of  power,  you  have  hitherto  kept  back  j  that  en- 
gine, whicf.  the  pride  of  the  bigot,  nor  the  fpite  of  the  zealot* 
nor  the  ambition  of  the  high,  nor  the  arfenal  of  the  conqueror, 
nor  the  inqufition  v^^ith  its  jaded  rack  and  pale  criminal,  never 
thought  of :  the  engine  which  armed  with  •  phyfical  and  moral 
blefiin^  comes  forth,  and  overlays  mankind  by  fervices  ;  the  en- 
gine of  redrefs — this  is  Government,  and  this  the  only  defcrip- 
tion  of  Government  worth  your  ambition.  Were  I  to  raife  you 
to  a  great  a6t,  I  fhould  not  recur  to  the  hiftory  of  other  nati- 
ons;  I  would  recite  your  own  afts,  and  fet  you  in  emulation 
with  yourfelves.  Do  you  remember  that  night,  when  you  gave 
your  country  a  Free  Trade,  and  with  your  hands  opened  all  her 
harbours. — That  night  when  you  gave  her  a  Free  Conftitution, 
and  broke  the  chains  of  a  century — while  England,  eclipfed  J|t 
your  glory  and  your  ifland,  rofe  as  it  were  from  its  bed>  and  get 
nearer  to  the  fun.  In  the  arts  that  polifh  life — ^the  inventions 
that  accommodate — the  manufaAures  that  adorn  it — ^you  will  he 
for  many  years  inferior  to  fomc  other  parts  of  Europe  ;  but,  to 
nurfc  a  growing  people — to  mature  a  ftruggling,  though  hardy 
community,  to  mould,  to  multiply,  to  confolidate,  to  infpire, 
and  to  exalt  a  young  nation  j  be  thcfe  your  barbarous  accompHfh^ 
7nent»  ? 
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I  fyeak  this  to  you,  from  a  long  knowledge  of  your  cKaraftcr, 
and  the  various  refources  of  your  foul ;  and  I  confide  my  motion 
to  thofe  principles  not  only  of  juftice,  but  of  fire  ;  which  I  have 
obferved  to  exift  in  your  compofition,  and  occafionally  to  break 
out  in  a  flame  jof  public  zeal,  leaving  the  minifters  of  the  Crowa 
in  eclipfed  degradation.  It  is  therefore  I  have  not  come  to  you 
furnilhed  merely  with  a  cold  mechanical  plan  ;  but  have  fubmitted 
to  your  confideration  the  living  grievances — conceiving  that  any 
thing  in  the  fhape  of  oppreflion  made  once  apparent — opprcffioa 
too  of  a  people  you  have  fet  free — the  evil  will  catch  thofe  warm 
fufceptible  properties  which  abound  in  your  mind,  and  qualify  you 
for  legiflation, 

Mr.  Browne  (of  the  College)  faid  he  rofe  with  much 
hefitation  to  offer  himfelf  in  oppofition  to  a  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman, whofe  fuperior  abilities,  whofe  fplendid  talents,  whofc 
jomantic fuccefs  in,^llhis meafures,  had  thrown  aliiftre  round  his 
name,  which  it  was  difficult  to  meet  with  a  fteady  eye.  Tlie 
right  honourable  gentleman,  long  and  nobly  employed  in  building 
up,  had  now  excrcifed  his  talents  in  pulling  down  j  he  raifcd  the 
civil  conflitution,  he  pulls  down  the  ecclefiaftical,  with  equal  pro- 
bity of  intention,  (he  was  fure)  but  not  with  equal  fafety.  The 
rapidity  of  deftrucllon  is  always  attended  with  more  danger  than 
the  flow  and  regular  Heps  of  formation.  The  difficulty  and 
danger  of  the  enterprife  naturally  recommended  it  to  the  daring 
fpirit  of  the  author :  but  difficulty  and  danger  merely  would  not 
recommend  a  fyftcm  to  this  Houfe.  They  would  require  fomc 
potent  reafon  for  tliis  mighty  change.  Had  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  alleged  any  ?  yes ;  fome  vague  information,  probably 
furniflied  by  interefled  perfons  ;  was  that  a  foundation  for  a  com- 
mittee in  thefe  difturbed  times,  when  the  country  was  teeming 
ftill  with  outrage  and  combination  ?  when,  if  there  were  griev- 
ances, the  Houfe  could  not,  confidently  with  their  dignity,  liflen 
Jto  the  cry ;  when  it  was  notorious  that  the  only  opprtffion  rela- 
tive to  the  clergy  was,  that  under  which  the  clergy  themfelvcs 
fuffered.  .  . 

The  right  honouraJ>le  gentleman  had  come  forward  In  the  habit 
of  a  friendi  but  his  defign  was  evidently  to  fliake  foundation* 
almoft  as  ancient  as  the  ftate,  fortified  by  time  and  confecrated 
with  hereditary  veneration,  which  never  fell  but  once,  and  in 
their  fall  precipitated  the  peerage — the  monarchy  and  the 
conftltntion. 

He  had  made  himfelf  the  arbiter  of  all  controverfy  between 
the  clergy  and  the  laity.  Who  had  commilfioned  him  ?  Not  the* 
people,  their  voicp  had  not  been  heard  ;  the  cry  indeed  of  violence 
and  anarchy  had  been  heard.  Who  did  not  remember  when  this 
cloud  firft  ^rofe  in  the  South  ?  a  vapour  engendered  iq  the  filth 
of  a  county  eleAion.  The  powers  of  the  country,  the  Nabob* 
of  the  Peninfula  had  perfuaded  the  people,  that  ^ithc  was  the 
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caufc  of  their  complicated  raifery,  and  that  they  fcguld  be  fed 
from  tithe.  - 

Did  he  appear  for  the  clergy  ?  Had  he  confulted,  as  mi 
natural,  with  the  right  reverend  bench  ?  No.  Was  he  coi^ 
miflioned  by  the  inferiors  ?  No.  They  knew  the  inconvenioa' 
cics  of  the  prefent  fyftexn — they  knew  the  convenicndes.  Tbc 
experience  of  ages  lia'd  proved  that  the  btter  overbalanced.  They 
know  not  his,  lie  knew  it  not  himfelf ;  nothing  but  time  could 
unravel  ihcm.     They  had  rather 

tear  the  ills  they  have^ 

Than  fy  to  others  that  they  know  noi  of. 

Above  all,  he  lamented  the  unfortunate  time  the  meafurc  was 
brought  forward ;  when  one  Compenfation-bill  had  confidcnble 
cffett,  when  another  pronufed  efFe^ually  to  quiet  the  country,  a 
motion  was  made,  the  mere  agitating  of  which  might  poflibly 
effectually  bar  the  relloration  of  peace. 

Mr.  Parsons. — ^Though  there  may  have  been  exaftions  by 
fome  individuals  of  the  clergy,  I  will  never  confent  to  have  tbe 
^ftabli/hed  church  of  this  kingdom  dragged  li-ke  a  delinquent  to 
yonr  bar,  and  arraigned,  and  evidences  brought  to  afperfe,  perhaps 
to  defame  and  to  calumniate  '  the  minifters  of  the  gofpel — ^this 
would  be  an  unfeemly  thipg.  I  alfo  objedl  to  a  committee  of 
enquiry,  bccaufe  for  a  fubjcdi  fo  extenfiive  as  the  conduft  of  ^ 
the  vicars  of  the  South,  the  whole  length  of  the  feflion  would  be 
'  unfair,  and  a  general  enquiry  impradlicable,  I  muft  pppofe  tk 
ijnode  in  whidi  this  bufm^fs  is  brought  forward. 

The  Attorney  General  faid  that  he  was  aware  he  arofeto 
fpeak  under  great  difadvantage,  after  the  moft  fplendid  difplay 
of  elocution  that  the  Houfe  had  ever  heard  :  He  warned  gentle- 
men to  awake  from  the  delufion>  and  weigh  only  the  fubftantral 
merits  of  the  cafe.  That  the  peafantry  in  the  South  were  dif- 
treffed,  he  believed  no  one  doubted,  and  he  was  fr^e  to  acknow* 
ledge  that  oppreflion  was  exercifed  over  them- — but  he  utterly  and 
totally  denied,  that  any  part  of  the  imputation  could  be  laid  at 
the  door  of  the  clergy.  As.  to  wliat  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  mentioned,  of  the  illegal  demands  of  tithe-pro6lors, 
he  thought  the  laws  as  they  ftood  wer^  fufficient  to  correal  tbe 
evil.  With  refpe^t  to  tithe  of  tui^havingbeen  demanded,  Ke  had 
not  the  fmalleft  doubt  of  its  being  clearly  illegal — ^and  if  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  would  bring  in  a  bill  to  puniQi  the  Eccle- 
iiaftical  Courts  which  entertain,  thtm,  he  fhquld  have  all  the  af- 
fillance  in  his  power. — While  he  admitted  the  poor  clafles  in  the 
*  South  to  be  diftrefTed,.  he  mentioned  that  they  muft  ever  conti- 
nue in  the  fame  fituation,  while  kept  in  ignorance  and  depreflion 
j^y^fhofe  whofe  duty  it  was  to  protect  them-— -their  landlords; 
andallthe  exertions  of  the  legiflaturc  -to  relieve  thtm,  would  be 
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The  right  bononnible  gentleman,  be  faid,  wiihed  to  render  the 
ckrgy  refpe^ed — ^he  did  not  think  that  a  diminution  of  iheir  in- 
eomefi  would  raife  them  in  the  eilimation  of  the  vulgar,  and  if  his 
propofed  enquiry  was  to  take  place,  he  was  certain  that  of  f of- 
ferers, ninety-nine  out  an  hundred  would  be  found  to  be  ckr.- 
gymen  in  the  South  of  Ireland. 

He  appealed  to  the  right  honourable  gen£leman,  whether  all 
the  difturbances  complained  of,  4iad  not  originated  in  an  cle^lioa 
party  ? — If  it  was  unknown  to  him,  he  could  affure  him  it  was 
the  fa&.  The  people  were  taught  to  believe  that  aU  their  diftref- 
fes  originated  with  the  clergy,  and  to  revenge  their  fufFerinps 
upon  that  body  "of  men,  that  Parliament  might  interfere,  and  da 
away  all  tithes.  The  gentleman  feemed  (hocked  at  a  demand  of 
one-tenth — ^he  affured  him,  that  the  clergyman  often  received  no 
more  than  the  one-half  of  that-— if  he  v^ould  even  go  fo  far  as  to 
demand  one-tenth,  he  would  moft  affuredly  receive  none  at  all. — 
He  mentioned  a  circumftance  of  a  clergyman,  in  the  county  of 
Tipperary,  who  had  been  examined  oa  oath,  and  who  came  for- 
ward and  depofed,  that  he  had  never  made  a  demand  that  was  not 
ftritftly  legal  and  moderate,  and  ^fter  having  challenged  the  pub- 
lic to  contradi^l  him  in  open  court,  no  accufer  appeared  to  con- 
troulhim.  He  affured  the  right  honourable  gentleman  that  the 
redrefs  he  wiflied  to  maintain  would  never  fatisfy  them — it  was 
not  a  commutation,  but  a  total  abolition  of  tithes,  that  they 
looked  for — he  had  even  heard  it  faid  in  the  South,  that  the 
White-boys  had  gone  fo  far  as  to  affertthat  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  would  procure  for  them  an  exemption  from  the,  hearth- 
tax. 

If  the  Houfe  was  to  go  into  a  committee,  they  would  get  into 
a  ftate  of  fermentation,  and  if  difappolnted,  refort  to  their  old 
barbarities.  He  thought  any  plan  for  commutation  impra^ica^ 
hie — he  thought  any  mcafure  of  the  kind  would  injure  the  caufe 
of  religion  in  the  South,  which  if  once  effe<Sfced,  would  be  of 
dangerous  confequence,  as  there  would  then  be  no  hold  of  the 
common  people- — at  prcfent  we  had  none  but  that  of  their  fuper- 
ftitious  veneration  ;  this  opinion  he  fupported,  by  faying  the  mea- 
fure  would  imply  a  contempt  of  the  minifters  of  the  gofp'el,  which 
would  induce  a  contempt  of  religion  itfelf.  As  to  the  divine  right 
oftithep,  he  never  gave  himfclf  the  trouble  to  enquire  in  to.  their 
origin,  he  only  knewtliat  from  the  Engli/h  lawcbooks,  they  vy,ere 
granted  time  immemorial.  He  was  againft  indifcriminate  abufe 
of  the  clergy.  Th?  proftprs,  he  faid,  naight  delerve  much  cen- 
fure,  but  the  landlords  more.  He  was  decidedly  of  opinion^  that 
the  fyilems  propofed  were  impra(9;icable-T-and  that  the  utinofl  in- 
juries miift  refult  from  an  adoption  of  them./  However,  if  they 
were  reduced  to  a  bill,  he  would  exaimine  them.  If  they  were 
fuch  ai?  he  approved,  he  fhould*  fupport,  If  not  ho  fliould  .  rejeft 
^hcm.  ^ 
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Mr.  Cork  AN  faid  he  rofc  to  fay  only  a  few  words,  merely  to 
judify  his  prefcnt  condu6k  m  voting  for  the  motion,  and  at  the 
iaine  time  to  explain  his  condu£^  on  a  former  occafion.    He  had 
then  voted  againd  the  penal  laws  propofed,  bccaufe  he  thought 
that  fevere   laws  again  ft  a  part  of  the  country  ought  not  to  be 
enabled  without  evidence   or  enquiry.     He  now'  fupported  the 
motion,  in  order  that  knowledge  of  the  fubje6^  weight  follow  the 
enquiry.     Thofe  gentlemen  who  declared  their  ignorance  of  that 
very   important  fnbjeft,  could  fcarcely  refift  the  opportunity  of 
information.     He  wifhed  for  it,  he  faid,  as  a  friend  to  the  church. 
That  venerable  body  dad  been  afperfed  ;  he  wiftied  an  enquiry  for 
their  juftification,  which  he  was  perfuaded  muft  be  the  refult.— 
He  wifhed  it  for  the  intereft  of  religion  ;  while  the  pallor  and  the 
flock  were  in  a  date  of  war,  the  one  could  not  be  expelled  to 
teach,  nor  the  other  to  learn.     The  latter  were  to  be  converted  as 
well  as  inftru^led  ;  the  great  ends,  therefore,  of  ^  Chriftianity  as 
well  as  the  diffufion  of  the  Proteftant  faith,  muft  be  fruftrated  hj 
thefe  unfortunate  diffeniions.     He  wifhed  for  reconciliation  for 
the  cafe,  the  honour,  and  fecurity  of  the  earth.     He  faid  he  con« 
iidered  Parliament  as  pledged  to  enquire  into  the  comf)laints  of 
their  fellow  fubje^ls,  when  the  public  difturbances  (hould  fubfidc. 
All  was  now  calm.     It  was  therefore  the  promifed,  as  well  as  the 
proper,  feafon  of  enquiry.     He  thought  the  people  had  a  confti- 
iQtional  right  from  the  duty  of  Parliament,  as  an  honorary  claim 
upon  its  promife.     If  it  be  now  refufed,  it  may  teach  them  th$ 
dangerous  leflbn   that  humility  and   fubmiflion  are  not  the  heft 
means  of  getting  either  hearing  or  redrcfs.     If  they  fee  that 
pains  and  penalties  are   denounced  and  infli6led  without  any 
enquiry,    and   that    enquiry    is   refufed   becaufe   it    may   pof- 
iibly  lead  to  rcdrefs,  it  muft   make  the  people  defperate.     He 
Mras  furprifed,  be  faid,  at  the  ftrange  objeAion  relied  on  by  an 
honourable  member  fMr.  Parfons]  that  it  would  expofe  the  cler- 
gy to  afperfion.     Such  an  objedllon,  were  it  founded  in  fad, 
would  be,  indeed,  an  afjierfion,  and  a  fevere  one  upon  them ;  to 
objeft  to  an  enquiry  into  the  poffible  grievances  in  the  coUedlion 
of  tithes  upon  that  ground,  was  a  libel  on  the  church.     It  was  a 
fort  of.  defence  that  held  out  the  clergy  to  the  public  as  guilty 
men,  that  could  not  ftand  the  teft  of  fair  enquiry,  and  it  was  hold- 
ing out  this  Houfe  as  capable  of  meanly  conniving  at  that  guilt  ,* 
it  was  therefore  branding  the  clergy  and  the  Parliament  with  an 
vnmerited  imputation.     A  s  for  his  part,  he  refpe^ed  highly  the 
church.     He  confidered  it  an  eflential  part  of  the  conftitution. 
He  would  never  confent  to  any  abridgment  or  reduftion  of  its 
Tights,  which  the  law  gave  them.     It  would  be  at  opce  impoli- 
tic and  unjuft.     He  confeffed  he  had  never  yet  heard  of  any  plan 
of  commutation  that  was  not  liable  to  many  obje^lions  ;  but  ftill 
he  thought  the  fubjeA  deferved  inveftigation  ;  even  though  no- 
^tking  fpccific  fhould  immediately  follow  the  enquiry.     One  falur 
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tary  effe6l  at  leaft  would  not  fail  to  rcfult ;  by  (hewing  a  difpofi- 
tion  to  examine  into  oppreilion  or  abufe,  the  opprefTor,  if  fuch 
there  be  among  thofe  who  tranfa6i  the  bufinefs  of  the  clergy,  will 
be  alarmed,  and  the  abufe  will  be  difcontinued. 

He  thought  the  charadler  of  the  prefent  Adminiftration  fliould 
be  an  additional  inducement  with  the  Houfe.  He  could  not 
conceive  how  thofe  gentlemen  that  boafted  fo  highly  the  fpirit  of 
ceconomy  and  reformation,  cpuld  refift  the  motion,  unlefs  they 
thought  thofe  great  qualifications  ought  to  be  exerted  only  on 
party  fubjefts-^— or  unlefs  they  thought  every  duty  of  good  go- 
vernment ought  to  be  the  objefts  only  of  lazy  applaufe,  not  of 
adive  imitation — ^to  be  praifed  in  their  governors,  and  neglected 
'  by  themfelves.  But  he  faid  he  was  infenfibly  forgetting  his  in- 
tention and  his  promife  not  to  abufe  the  indulgence  of  the  Houfc 
He  had  no  intention  of  entering  at  large  into  the  queftion.  The 
extraordinary  talents  of  the  honourable  mover,  had  left  nothing 
for  any  one  to  add.  He  found  himftlf  as  unable  to  add  to  his 
arguments  as  the  other  fide  did  to  anfwer  them.  He  felt,  he  faid, 
the  aukwardnefs  of  rifing  at  all  in  fuch  circumftances,  but  the 
fubje(El  wa§  too  near  his  heart  to  give  merely  a  filent  affent  to 
the  motion. 

The  que  (lion  was   now  called  for,  and  on  its  being  put,  the 
Houfe  divided. 

For  Mr.  Grattan's  motion,  —  4Q 

Againfl  it,  —  —  121: 


Friday,  February   15,  1788.' 

j  Mr.  Beresford  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  order, 

'  a  bill  to  amend  an  ad,  intitled  an.  ad  for  making,  widening  and 

I  repairing  the  road  leading  from  the  city  of  Dublin  to  Malahide, 

}  and  for  ereding  turnpike  gates  and  receiving  tolls  thereout  in  aid 
of  the  barony  prefentmcnts,  and  for  appointing  truftees  for  car- 

^  lying  the  faid  purpofes  into  execution  ;  which  was  received  and 

I  lead  the  firft  time. 

^  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid  he  begged  leave 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  a  fubjed  of  very  great  im- 
portance, which  was  the  redudion  of  the  intcreft  of  mofiey.  He 
faid  the  llate  of  the  times,  and  thtr  prefent  fituation  of  this  country, 
were  fufficlent  to  juilify  the  meafure,  and  in  order  to  lay  a  ground- 
viork  for  the  Houfe  to  judge  by  in  this  bufii>efs,  helhould,  with 
very  great  deference,  itate  to  the  Houfe  the  different  period* 
when  a  redudion  of  intereft  took  place.  The  redudion  to  10 
'  percent,  took  place  in  the  year  1634,  in  the  reign  of  Charles 
the  firft  ;  in  1 703,  the  fecond  of  Anne,  it  was  reduced  to  8  per 
ccnt.i  in  1722,  the  eighth  of  George  the  firll,  it  was  reduced 
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to  7  per  cent. ;  and  in  1731,  tlie  fifth  of  George  the  fecond,  it 
was  redfcced  to  15  per  cent. ;  fo  that  there  was  an  interval  of 
twcnty-feven  years  elapfed  from  the  time  intereft  was  reduced  from 
8  to  7  per  cent,  and  a  period  of  mm  years  elapfed  titt  it  was  re- 
duced to  6  per  cent,  and  from  that  period  till  now,  a  period  of 
fifty-feven  years  has  elapfed.     He  then  dated,  that  in  the  year 
J  763  the  annui<I  fupply  was  but  ijOjOOoL  and  there  arc  rcfoltr- 
tions  on  the  journals  of  that  day,  dating  the  decay  of  trade' and 
the  inability  of  the  country^     In  the  year  1722  the  annual  fup- 
ply was  331,000!.  and  the  fa'mie  inability  then  exlfled,  with  a 
debt  of  300,0061.  carrying  an  intereft  at  the  rate^of  6  per  cent, 
and  then  borrowed  the  ftim  of  300,0001.  at  5  per  cent.     He  fald 
that  taklrtg  into  conliderafion  the  ftatement  at  thefe  different  pe-» 
riods,  ar>d  comparing  them  with  the  prefent  fttuation   of  this 
coitntry,  when  the  credit  of  the  naftion  is  high,  and  no  neceflity 
exlillng  For  borrowing  money;  maturely  confidering  thefe   cir- 
cumilduces,  it  may  perhaps  afford  a  ground  of  reafoning  in  favour 
of  a  redudion  of  intereft  at  the  prefent  day^     He'  faid  there  was 
a  defcription  of  men  who,  though  they  were  poffeffed  of  landed 
property,  yet,  from  their  profufioh  and  difllipation,  became  needy, 
and  who  were  willing  to  pay  any  rate  of  intereft,  provided  they  got 
money  to  fupply  their  wants ;  'vhereas  the  honcft  aind  induftriou5 
trader  was  deterred  from  enlarging  his  view,  or  extending  his 
trade,  by  the  dread  of  pa}'ing  a  high  intereft,  though  he  might 
be  dcliroiis  of  borrowing,  provided   he   coirld  procure  at  a  low 
rate  ;  and,  he  faid,  It  was   in  vain  for  this  country  to  look  to  a 
competition   with  Great  15tltain,  or  any  other  country  in  point 
of  commerce,  with  a  difadva^tage  of  oue-jixth  agalnft  her.     He 
obfervcd,  that  the  wealth  of  thivs  country  had  increafed  confider- 
ably  ;  but  at  the  fame  tim<5  he  was  forry  to  fay,  that  great  pro- 
perties lay  in  the  hands  of  a  few,  whilft  the  body  of  the  people 
in  general  were  but  poor  ;  and  In  fiipport  of  his  obfervation  that 
the  wealth  of  this  country  had  conliderably  increafed,  lie  dated, 
that  the  public  funds  in  this  country  have  been  higher  here  thefe 
feveral  years  paft  than  what  they  are  in  England.     He  ftionKi 
adduce  another  argumeYit  which  he  thought  favourable  to  a  tc- 
du^lion  of  intereft  ;  and  that  was,  that  the  tonnage  of  (hipping 
had  amazingly  increafed* in  this  countiy  ;  and  he  dated  from  tlie 
authority  of  Mr.  Chambers,  a  wviter  of  very  lilgh  pOiitlcaf  credit, 
that  in  17 16,  the  period  when  the  laft  reduction  of  Intereft  took 
place  in  England,  that  the  tonnage  of  England  at  that  time  was 
438,606  tons,  and  by  the  Cuftom-houfe  returns,  the  tonnage  in 
this  countiy  is  at  prefent  516,000  tons,  which  Is  more  than  Eng- 
land had  at  the  time  of  her  redu6lIon  of  intereft  to  five  per  cent. 
He  faid  it  was  in  vain  to  look  for  an  extenfion  of  trade,  if  we 
have  not  the  means  of  carrying  it  on.     After  ftating  every  ad- 
vantage that  would  probably  arlfe  to  this  country  from  a  reduc- 
tion of  intereft,  he  declared  ihat  k>  far  as  refpe£led  hiaifelf,  be 
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was  no  way  interefted  in  the  meafure,  but  he  thought  he  was  only 
difcharging  his  duty  to  the  public,  to  (late  thefe  circumftances  to 
the  Houfe ;  he  (hould  leave  it  for  them  to  determine,  and  let 
them  judge  of  the  utility  of  the  n\cafure  ;  and  if  it  (hould  not  be 
now  adopted,  it  may  perhaps  lay  the  foundation  for  its  taking  ' 
,  place  on  another  day.  He  here  obferv^d,  that  much  apprehen- 
\  fions  were  entertained  at  the  eftabli(hment  of  the  National  Bank  ; 
I  but  had  not  the  event  fully  juftified  the  utility  of  that  mcafure  ? 
On  the  fubjeft  he  had  now  the  honour  of  addre(hng  the  Houfe 
on,  he  declared,  that  no  fort  of  influence  (hould  be  made  ufe  of; 
it  was  a  meafure  not  to  be  forced  on  the  public,  but  thrown  out 
to  them  at  large,  in  order  to  give  it  that  due  inveftigation  which 
the  importance  of  the  fubje<S  required.  After  dating  that  the 
annual  favings  were  increafing,  and  by  conftituting  a  finking 
fund,  in  four  or  five  years  fome  reduction  of  the  national  debt 
would  in  all  probability  take  place ;  as  a  period  of  fifty-feven 
years  had  now  elapfed  (ince  the  lail  reduction  of  intereft  took 
place  in  this  country,  during  which  time  the  nation  has  confider- 
ably  increafed  in  wealth,  public  credit  high,  and  the  country  not 
in  a  borrowing  date.  Under  thefe  circumftances,  and  as  he  had 
already  the  leave  of  the  Houfe,  he  (hould  prefent  a  bill  for  re- 
ducing the  intereft  of  money  to  (ive  per  cent. 

He  then  prefented  a  bill  for  reducing  the  intereft  of  money  to 
five  per  cent,  which  was  received  and  read  the  (irft  time. 

Mr.  CoRRY  faid  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  his  thanks 
for  the  fair,  clear  and  candid  manner  in  which  he  had  introduced 
his  bill ;  at  the  fame  time  it  was  a  fubjed  which  required  much 
information,  and  very  gteat  inveftigation  ;  for  the  prefent  he 
would  not  tell  himfelf  how  he  (hould  vote,  but  he  would  give  the 
fubjcd  matter  of  the  bill  every  polTible  attention  ;  and  in  order 
to  do  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  feoond  reading  of  the  bill  (hould 
be  po(^)oned  for  fome  days. 

Sir  Henry  Cavendish  faid  he  was  alfo  of  opinion,  that  a 
long  day  ought  to  be  given  for  confidering  the  bill,  in  order  that 
the  kingdom  may  be  confulted,  to.  fee  how  far  the  circumftances 
and  (ituation  of  the  country  are  ripe  for  fuch  a  meafure,  and  to 
give  an  opportunity  to  thofe  who  may  think  that  they  will  be 
afFeded  by  fuch  a  change  in  the  intereft  of  money,  to  petition 
the  Houfe  on  the  fubjedl. 

Mr.  CoRRY  faid  he  rofe  again  to  exprefs  his  admiration  of  the 
very  able  ftatement  made  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  but 
his  own  opinion  upon  the  fubjedl  he  had  kept  fecret  from  every 
one,  nay  almoft  from  himfelf,  nor  would  he  divulge  it  till  the  bill 
(hould  go  into  a  committee,  where,  though  the  principle  muft  be 
admitted  that  it  is  better  borrow  at  (ive  than  fix,  it  might  be  de- 
. bated  whether  the  country  was  at  prefent  in  a  (ituation  to  admit 
of  fuch  a  cl\ange. 
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Sir  Henry  Cavendish  feiid  he  was  fo  well  convinced,  that 
the  more  the  plan  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  invcfti- 
g^ted,  and  the  better  it  would  be  underftood,  the  more  it  would 
be  approved,  that  he  was  willing  to  allow  the  country  full  time 
to  confidcr  it,  and  to  give  people  cpippleat  opportunity  of  dating 
their  wifiies  in  petitions  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Burgh  (of  Oldtown)  rofe  to  exprcfs  his  thanks  to  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  [the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer] 
f9r  the  very  able  and  candid  manner  in  which  he  had  brought  this 
bufmefs  forward  ;  and  this  he  thought  himfelf  bound  to  do,  as 
he  had  upon  a  former  ocCafion  entertamed  Sentiments  different 
from  thofe  with  which  the  Chancellor's  condud  had  now  im- 
preffed  him. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  exptefled  himfelf 
much  obliged  to  the  honourable  gentleman  for  his  fatourable  opf« 
nion  ;  but,  he  faid,  prejudiced  as  he  confeffed  himfelf  to  be  in  fa- 
vour of  the  meafure,  he  could  not  think  of  prefiing  it  without 
giving  the  Houfe  an  opportunity  of  information,  and  he  would 
therefore  lay  before  the  Houfe  every  document  that  could  throw 
light  upon  the  fubjeft. 

Sir  John  Blaquiere  faid  he  would  not  trouble  the  Houfe 
upon  ^his  queflion,  if  gentlemen  had  not  been  invited  to  ftate 
their  opinions  ;  and  thotigh  he  had  fo  much  confidence  in  the 
abilities  of  the  gentlemen  who  compofed  the  prefent  Adminiftra- 
tion,  that  in  almoft  any  other  cafe  he  would  be  proud  to  let  his 
opinion  bend  to  theirs,  yet  in  the  prefent  he  feared  he  mud  differ 
with  them. 

If  gentlemen  would  be  at  the  pains  to  confidcr,  he  believed 
they  would  admit,  that  in  two  or  three  points  the  meafure  did  not 
ftand  upon  fair  ground.  It  ceitainly  was  no  queflion,  whether 
money  fhould  be  borrowed  at  five  Or  fix  per  cent,  but  whether  it 
ihould  be  borrowed  at  fix,  or  not  at  all?  In  the  courfe  of  hi* 
argument  the  right  honourable  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  flated  the  legal  intereft  as  in  forae  degree  conne<fted  with  a 
meafure  from  which  he  had  fo  defcrvcdly  derived  great  honour, 
the  redudlion  of  intercfl  on  the  national  debt ;  but  he  begged 
leave  to  fay,  that  they  had  no  manner  of  dependance  on  each 
other :  This  appeared  in  the  conduct  of  that  able  minifler,  Mr, 
Pelham,  who  though  he  reduced  the  intereft  of  the  national  debt 
from  five  to  three  per  cent,  thought  it  unwife  to  attempt  a  re- 
duiSlion  of  the  rate  of  private  intereft. 

From  the  general  murmur  of  approbation  with  which  the 
Chancellor's  ilatement  had  been  received,  it  appeared  to  him  as  if 
gentlemen  thought  themftlves  bound  to  give  fix  per  cent,  for  all 
money  now  borrowed  ;  but  it  was  no  fuch  thing,  they  mi^ht  get 
it  as  much  lower  as  they  could. 
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Mr.  MAsaN  filid  he  rofe  to  order.  This  was  not  the  time  for 
debating  the  hil] ;  the  principle  being  admitted,  it  of  coUrfe  went 
to  the  cominittee>  where  its  different '  claufes  might  bt  fidly 
linvcftigated.  ^ 

The  Chancellor  of  the  EtCHE(^ER  then  moved  for 
feveral  papers  relative  to  the  imports  and  exports,  and  tonnage  of 
fhipping  belonging  to  Ireland,  all  which  were  ordered,  and  the 
fecond  reading  of  the  bill  was  fixed  for  Wednefday^ 

Mr.  Mason  imported  from  the  committee  on  the  linen  bill* 

Mr.  Beres^ord  defired  that  the  Clerk  might  read  the  firfl  pa^- 
ragraph  of  the  bill,  [which  diredts  the  bounty  formerly  paid  oa 
the  importation  of  foreign  flkxfeed,  to  be  applied  in  premium? 
on  raifing  flaxfeed  in  Ireland.]  iie  faid,  he  always  felt  himfel^ 
fcxtrcmely  embarraffed  when  he  differed  in  fentiment  with  a  right 
hon.  gentleman,  [the  Speaker]  for  whofe  opinion  the  whole  na- 
tion entertained  fo  much  refped,  but',  as  when  laft  the  queftion 
now  to  be  propofed  was  agitated,  the  majority  againft  it  was  ex* 
tremely  fmall,  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  deemed  prcfumption  in 
him  if  he  again  brought  it  into  difcuilion. 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  who  fat  near  him  [the  Secretary  of 
State]  had  upon  the  former  occafion  fo  fully  explained  the  bufi- 
nefs,  that  a  very  few  words  would  now  fuifice.  The  intention  of 
his  motion,  he  faid,  was  to  fecure  fpmc  part  of  the  funds  of  the 
Linen-board,  to  be  applicable  to  the  encouragement  of  the  linea 
manufacture  in  thofe  provinces  where  at  prefent  it  does  not  fiou- 
rifli ;  for  that  purpofc,  his  motion  fhould  defire  that  the  fum  of 
7  250I.  granted  by  this  bill  for  the  encouragement  of  the  growth 
of  flaxfeed,  maybe  apportioned  into  four  fhares,  applicable  to 
the  four  provinces  of  the  kingdom  ;  againft  this,  very  plaufible 
arguments  had  already  been  offered,  which  he  would  now  truly 
ftate,  and  add  fome  obfervations  on  them. 

It  was  ftated  that  no  alteration  ought  to  be  made  in  this  bill, 
becaufe  thftt  fince  1780,  when  the  bounty  was  by  it  taken  away 
from  flax-feed  imported,  and  given  in  premiums  on  the  growth  of 
flax-feed  at  home,  the  linen  manufaAure  has  very  much  increafed  ; 
that  the  export  of  linen  has  rifen  from  below  twenty  millions  of  , 
.yards  to  above  thirty  millions  ;  that  the  average  export  for  fevcn 
years  before  the  adl  was  twenty  millions,  and  that  it  has  iincc 
been  above  twenty-flve  millions  ;  it  was  indeed  argued  in  exprefs 
words,  that  the  premiums  were  the  caufe  of  this  increafed  expor- 
tation, and  indeed  if  the  argument  did  not  prove  that,  it  proved 
nothing  to  ftrengthen  this  argumt^nt ;  further  it  had  been  added, 
£hat  on  an  average  of  five  years  previous  to  the  a6^,  the  annuail 
importation  4>f  flaX-feed  had  been  thirty-four  thoufahd,  that  the 
average  of  fiire  yesy^  fince  that  period  was  thirty- niUe  thoufand 
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hogfl^ds  ;  whereas  had  thctncrcafed  impott  of  feed  borne  pro* 
porttcHi  to  the  tncreafed  ^export  of  Hnen,  it  ilronld  have  been 
forty  two  thoufand  hogfheads;  the  decrcafc  was  attributed  to 
the  growth  of  Irifh  flax-feed. 

It  was,  he  faid,  further  agreed,  that  this  law  is  impartial,  that 
ft  offers  prftniiHt!6  for  raifing  flaxfecd  in  every  part  of  the  king- 
dom, ai)d  that  a  film  is  apportioned  to  each  county. 

^ow  to  begin  with  the  laft.  It  is  very  true  that  dividing  the 
fum  into  thirty-two  parts,  and  dirc(^ing  that  each  county  fhould 
have  a  right  to  cjaim  one,  has  the  appearance  of  fairnefs  end  im- 
partiality, though  in  fa6l  it  is  the  very  revcrfc,  and  calculated  to 
throw  the  greater  part  oF  this  fund  iirto  Uliler. 

If  the  bounty  on  the  growth  of  flax-feed  was  fufficient  to  pay 
with  profit  for  the  feed,  then  indeed  4:he  premium  would  be  equal 
in  all  part;s ;  but  will  any  man  fay,  that  a  farmer  m  Muofterha^ 
the  fame  inducements  to  grow  flax -feed  as  one  in  Uliler,  where  the 
manufa£lure  is  fo  far  advanced  ?  What  is  the  farmer  to  do  with 
his  flax  or  his  flax-feed  when  it  is  grown  ?  Where  is  his  markrt  ? 
A  farmer,  for  inllance,  in  Tipperary,  how  is  ke  to  difpofe  of  hi| 
flax  or  flax -feed  ?  Is  he  to  fend  it  by  land  carriage  or  by  fea  to 
market  ?  Is  theYame  premium  held  out  to  him  ;ind  to  tke  ferroer 
In  Armagh  ?  Is  it  a  fair  impartial  premium  ?  It  is  BOt,  -aini  the 
confequence  is,  that  the  greateftpart  of  thefe  j^remiums,  nayal- 
'  mod  the  whole,  is  attraaed  to  the  place  where  the.  maao&durf 
18  fully  eftabliflied. 

To  encourage  the  beginning  of  manufadures,  other  |>reBiiufn| 
are  ^leceflary  ;  linen  cannot  be  made  without  ilax>  flax  cannot  hf 
-raifed  without  feed  ;  dreflerj^  (pinners,  and  weavers  muft  be  ^* 
couraged,  and  markets  for  ,every  fpecies  of  their  produ&iojM 
muil  be  eflabliflied^;  it  feema  then  fair  to  allow fomepropottipn  of 
the  funds  to  each  province,  to  be  applied' to  fuch  encouragemciot. 
But  it  is  faid,  why  touch  this  facred  fund  allotted  (or  tk< 
X  growth  of  flax- feed,  and  which  has  done  fuch  wondejrs  for  tbe  1^ 
nen  manufad:ure  ?  ^ 

I  anfwer,  becaufe  each  province  can  apply  their  prcqportio^i  of 
it  to  better  purpofes,  and  becaufe  that  I  will  not  allow  that  tht 
profperit'y  of  the  linen  manufacture  is  owing  to  the  prefeiit  jipf^ 
cation  of  this  fund  ;  and  becaufe  I  think  it,  is,  thoiiigh  fiOtio- 
tended, ,  a  partial  dillributiun  of  it  4  apd  becauiCie  the  pthcr  &d^ 
of  the  board  are  appropriated  or  difperfed  otherwife. 
'  The  fl;a'tement,  by  whicji  it  appears  that  the  average  eiK})Ofla?' 
tion  of  linen  rofe  from  201025  milhons  of  yardsj^fmd  that  at  the 
Jume ,  time,  the  importation  of  flax-feed  did  hut  incareafe  £-0111 
34,000  to  39,000  hogrtxeads,  .would  at  firjl  view  Appear  tO|ii3ove 
!tliat  the  premiums  have  had  this  eSedl':  but  let  us  .examine  ifc 
Tact :  [Ilie  former  easportation  of  hnen  was  29  milUofi  ^^9  tte 
prt^i^p t  exportation  is  z,§  miIUonS|  t^e  iac)|ea£e  >iiB  9A^-lburdu    * 
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The  fonner  inport  of  Ceed  was  *  34*000  h]id& 

The  prefent  i«  -  -  -  39tOcx> 

To  the  firil  rate  of  import,  add  on^<>&urth  of  54,      8,000 

And  the  import  would  now  be  *        -  42,000 

the  iavitig  then  is  3000  hogfheads ;  which,  by  this  flate,  is  the 
quantity  grown  in  Ireland  more  than  before  the  premium-i— the 
law  has  fubfiiled  feven  years,  confequently  21,000  hogfheada 
liavebeen  faved  to  the  country. 

The  yeaiiy  fund  applicable  to  this  bounty  is,  £.     9^99 

Which  for  fcven  years  is,  -  -      Z**  ^9^93 

fo  that  to  fave  the  importation  of  ao,ooo  hogfheads  of  flax-feed^ 
the  nation  has  paid  near  7o,oooh 

Again,  the  confumption  of  fiax-feed  in  feven  ycHn  would  be 
at  42,000  hogsheads  per  ann.  294,000  hogfheads,  of  which  we 
grow  21,000,  or  about  the  fottrt«enth  part,  and  for  which  we 
jay  69,2931. — H.OW  then  does  this  fcrye  the  manufa6^ure  ?  It 
was  ^id  that  in  ttpic  of  war,  and  in  fevere  feafons,  it  may  be  q£ 
uie,  but  wdiat  wo^  become  of  the  manufa^urc  depending  on 
one'^fourth  part  of  its  premiulh  ?  It  was  alfo  faid,  that  Iriih  ^ax 
48  iftronger  and  more  beantiful  than  foreign  ;  but  what  avails  this, 
when  we  can  but  have  but  oDe-^fourteenth  of  our  confumption  flip* 
{died  at  home? 

The  whole  fund  of  the  Linen  Board  is,  j^^  22,700 

Of  which  is  appropriated  td  flax-feed*        £•  9)^99        ^ 
To  afhes,  .  •  *  4000 

To  three  provinces,  •  ;     ,  *  aooo 

To  building  in  Dublin,  *  «  5000 

Salaries  and  rents,  «    ,         •  •  4033 

Law  expenees,  *  *  *  2954 

Altogether,  -  .  *  •        ;£"•  27886 

Exceeding,  -  *  *.  -  jf,i86 

AH  which  eXpcnces  are  permanent  except  the  building,  and  even 
deducing  that,  the  fund  is  exhauftcd  ;  there  being  therefore  no 
other  fund  but  that  appropriated  to  the  growth  of  flax-feed  which 
can  properly  be  applied  to  that  purpofe,  and  being  of  opinion, 
that  th^  is  at  prefant  unfairly  applied,  I  wi(h  to  appropriate  one- 
fotirth  part  of  it  to  each  province. 

•  He  then  took  notice  of  the  fum  applied  to  promote  the  manu- 
fa^ure  of  aihes,  which  fum  was  very  coniidera)3le,  and  yet  thp 
importation  of  that  commodity  continued  to  incr^afc.  Having 
Ibited  this,  he  ^faid  he  avowed  his  intention  fairly,  which  was  to 
gct^foine  portion  of  the  money  given  by  the  public  to  promote 
the  linen  manufaiSture,  appropriated  to  Muniier.  ^ 

Mr.  fiaovvLO^ir  faid  it  would  not  be  neceflary  for  him  to 
tro^obk  thei^omTeanrkh  many  woidt^  ifiomc  gentlemen  Wi»:6  aoc 
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Aow  prefent  who  had  not  attended  in  the  committee  on  this  biH, 
or  the  principal  advocate  and  fupporter  of  the  linen  manufadure  of 
Ireland,  was  not  now  in  a  lituation  in  which  he  could  not  exert 
his  accuftomed  zeal  and  great  abilities  in  its  behalf,  ^alkJing  to 
the  Speaker f  *whoy  from  hit  Jituatlon  in  the  chair y  could  not  enter 
ifito  //c^fl/tf.]— ^Every  one  knows  that  if  the  primum  of  a  ma- 
nufadlure  is  injured,  the  manufadlure  itfelf  muft  fuffer ;  and  ' 
therefore  gentlemen  fhould  be  extremely  cautious  of  difturbing 
the  regulations  under  which  our  linen  trade  has  rifen  fo  rapidly  ; 
that  it  is  wife  to  encourage  bur  home  feed,  and  that  it  thriTes  un- 
der fuch  encouragement,  is  apparent  in  Leihftcr,  Connaught  and 
Ulfter.  The  people  of  Munfter  have  not  entered  into  this 
fpecies  of  tillage,  perhaps  deterred  by  the  exorbitant  tithes  of 
flax  exa^ed  from  them  ;  in  Ulfter  there  is  a  modus,  fix-pence 
for  each  fowing  of  flax — in  Munfter  they  pay  by  the  acre*  This 
muft  make  a  confiderable  difference. 

It  was  faid  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  that  Munfter  had  no 
market  for  flax-feed,  becaufe(hc  had  no  hnen  manu&6iure  ;  why 
then  beftow  any  part  of  the  premium  where  there  is  no  manufac- 
ture ?  •  . 

There  feems  an  unbecoming  degree  of  jealoufy, .  that  the  pro- 
vinces which  Eairly  earn  this  premium  (hould  receive  it ;  yet  We  of 
Ulfter  were  never  jealous  of  the  bounties  paid  on  woollens,  on 
<oin,  or  fifheries,  though  we  do  not  participate  In  them.  We 
confider  the  general  intereft,  and  are  happy  to  fee  meafures  taken 
to  promote  the  good  of  the  whole  nation.  I  would  wifh  other 
gentlemen  to  adopt  thefe- principles,  and  not  make  experiments 
upon  a  trade  that  is  going  on  extremely  well. 

Captain  Burgh  faid  he  was  not  furprized  to  hear  a  motion 
come  before  the  Houfe  for  a  more  equal  diftribution  of  bounties, 
but  he  was  furprized  indeed  to  find  it  come  from  the  wrong  quar- 
ter of  the  kingdom.  Hgid  the  North  complained,  it  would  have 
been  juftifiable,  becaufe  ever  fince  the  year  1759,  there  have  been 
paid  out  of  the  revenues  at  large,  bounties  upon  the  inland  car- 
riage of  corn,  which  amounted  in  one  year  to  upwards  of  70,000!. 
The  North  had  full  notice  of  this  bounty,  but  yet  they  did  not 
complain.  Since  that  time  an  export  bounty  on  corn  has  been 
added,  which  has  amounted  to  50,0001.  a  year;  and  again, 
I7,cc0u  on  certain  manufa6^ures,  of  which  the  province  of  Ul- 
fter entertains  none-  Has  the  province  of  Ulfter  exprefled  a  jcar 
loufy  ?  Have  they'  come  forward  to  ParHament  to  defire  you  to 
jnjure  others  ?  No  ;  their  language  is  very  different,  much  more, 
honourable  ;  they  defpife  fucli  little  meafures.  Their  condu6i  is 
very  firtgular,  very  fingular  indeed  in  this  country  !  You  feldom 
hear  from  them  by  way  of  petition,  and  when  you  do,  it  fs  to 
tax  themfelves.  That  was  the  cafe  above  thirty  years  ago,  when 
they  aj)plied  for  the  Lagan  tax  in  the  manor  of  Hilliborough| 
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which  they  raifed  and  expended  within  tbemfelves.  And  again, 
they  have  applied  to  tax  the  tonnage  of  (hipping  in  Newry,  and 
feemingly  defpife  your  navigation  fupplies.  They  afk  leave  to 
raife  money  for  tbemfelves,  and  to  lay  it  out  on  their  local  works. 
It  is  not  fo  with  others.  It  would  be  a  happy  thing  for  this 
country  and  for  Government  it  was  fo.  The  anticipation  of  the 
revenue  was  an  enormous  robber  of  the  Crown.  The  province 
of  Ulftcr,  on  the  principle  affeded  to  be  laid  down,  was  as  well 
entiled  to  30,000!.  a  y^ar  provincial  dividend,  as  Munfter  was  to 
1800I.  dividend,  becaufe  30,0001.  would  be  the  fourth  of  what 
was  paid  on  com,  of  which,  as  a  province,  they  were  fo  circum- 
ftanced  that  they  demanded  no  (hare  of  it.  He  recommended 
that  the  hon.  gentleman  fnould  add  to  his  motion,  and  refolve 
that  the  province  of  Ulfter  fhall  not  be  allowed  to  bring  this  re- 
folution  into  precedent.  It  might  operate  twenty  to  one  againll 
his  intention,  for  furely  no  gentleman  who  votes  for  this  motion 
can  poilibly  deny  equal  juftice  to  the  province  of  Ulfter. 

Mr.  CoRRY  faid  he  was  very  unwilling  to  afk  the  attention  of 
the  Houfe,  but  the  fubje6l  was  of  much  importance.  The  quef- 
tion  was  on  a  change  of  the  fyftem  of  the  linen  bounties.  Some 
years  ago  the  annual  grant  for  the  encouragement  of  the  home* 
growth  of  flax  and  flax-feed  had  been  made,  and  the  refolution 
of  every  feffion  confined  the  fum  of  7,2501.  to  that  purpofc 
alone. — ^The  queftion  now  propofed  is,  that  you  fhould  alter  that 
fyftem,  and  change  the  appropriation,  by  dividing  it  into  four 
parts,  fuffering  Munfter  to  apply  one-fourth  to  any  purpofes  that 
might  be  thought  fit.  The  chief  arguments  ufed  in  fupport  of 
this  plan  were,  that  Munfter  did  not  receive  a  fufHcient  propor- 
tion of  the  fund  granted,  and  that  Ulfter  received  an  undue 
portion  under  the  plan  which  the  Linen  Board  purfued  in  the 
premiums  offered.  The  rcvcrfe  he  conceived  would  prove  to  be 
the  fad. 

The  fund  is  firft  divided  in  equal  fums  t6  every  county.  In 
Ulfter,  where  there  is  a  great  deal  of  flax  grown,  the  claimants 
are  all  obliged  to  abate  confiderably  of  their  claims,  as  there  the 
fund  is  infufficient  to  pay  the  premiums  propofed.  In  Munfter, 
where  not  fo  much  flax  is  grown,  the  claims  do  not  amount  to  the 
fund  for  paying  them  in  the  feveral  counties,  and  there  the  claim- 
ants receive  the  full  amount  of  the  premiums  propofed  by  the 
board,  fo  that  a  flax-grower  receives  already  much  more  in  Mun- 
fter than  in  Ulfter  ;-befides  the  premiums  propofed  rife  in  a 
confiderable  proportion,  as  the  quantity  of  crop  is  increafed. 
None  is  offered  for  a  lefs  quantity  than  an  acre  ;  an  acre  gets 
ads.— but  the  premium  on  a  greater  number  of  acres  rifes  to  3I. 
per  acre.  Now  Ulfter  grows  her  flax  moftly  in  quantities  under 
an  acre,  and  never  in  the  great  number  of  acres  which  Munfter 
does,  and  therefore  thofe  in  Munfter  have  another  advantage. 
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In  other  fehemes  of  the  Linea  23oard»  how  dot»  Ulfler  ftan4  in 
comparifon  ?— ^H(s  then  dated  the  premiBms  received,  m  difierefit 
papers  which  he  readj  the  returns  of  the  Ldnen  Boird,  th^ 
Dounties  paid  on  the  es^port  of  printed  linens,  no  part  o{  which 
was  received  by  tJlftcr — the  iwunty  on  home-m^de  faO^cloth^  no 
part  of  which  was  received  by  Ulfter-— the  bounty  on  your  ware* 
houfes,  no  part  of  which  was  received  by  Uliler— the  bounty 
on  Kome-made  hnfeed-oil,  no  part  of  which  Was  received  by  Ulftct 

-  ^— the  bounty  on  fending  flax-feed  from  the  South  to  the  Northi 
po  part  of  which  was  received  by  Ulfter.  If  Muniler  Unanufftc* 
tures  her  flax,  as  her  cloths  are  coarfer,  and  takes  therefore  more 
materials,  flie  has  much  more  flax  premium  on  a  yard  of  clotfai 
than  there  is  on  a  yard  of  cloth  in  Uliler — flie  has  befidefc  the  pre# 
mium  on  fail*cIoth  ;  if  (he  fpins,  (he  has  premiums  in  the  plan  bf 
yarn  ware-houfes — ^if  (he  preifes  her  linfeed  (he  has  premiums  for 
pil>  and  laftly  if  (he  will  not  have  the  induftry  to  do  any  thing 
clfe  but  fend  her  flax-feed  to  TJlfter,  (he  has  a  premium  of  not 
lefs  than  14s.  per  hogfhead— and  yet  Munfter  complains  of  par* 
tiality  and  want  of  prote6lion  from  the  Xiitien  Board. 

The  right  honourable  gentleomn  [Mr.  Beresford]  has  felted^ 
that  though  there  were  4000I.  applied  for  home  making  of  a(he8|^ 

^  yet  the  iinport  had  increafed.  A(he8  was  not  the  queltion  beibne 
the  ^oufe,  and  therefore  he  would  only  remark  on  that  fa£k>  that 
it  was  an  additional  proof  of  the  increafe  of  the  linen  manufac* 
ture,  and  proved  that  the  home  confumption  muft  have  increafed 
as  well  as  the  export,  from  the  proportion  that  he  ftated  of  the 
increafe  of  afli^s  in^ported,  to  the  increafe  of  the  linen  exported  | 
amd  that  conflderation  was  <in  additional  teftimony  in  favour  of 
the  fuccefs  of  the  fyfl:em  'that  had  been  purfued,  and  that  was 
now  arraigned  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  hiwifelf.  H« 
had  alfo  Sated,  that  69,0001.  had  been  expended  fmce  the  fmn 
in  qucftion  was  (irft  given  for  home  flax^-feed.  To  whom  had  that 
fum^been  given  ?  Was  it  to  America  of  Holland  ?  It  was  perhaps 
the  wifeft  poifible  expenditure  of  the  fum,  for  reafons  of  found 
yolicy. 

The  bounties  had  been  tarlkpd  of  for  ^rgutn^t,  as  if  the  defiga 
of  ParKameht  h&d  been  for  them  to  raife  every  county  in  Ireland 
to  a  level  in  the  linen  manufad^ure.  Nothing,  he  faid^  was  as  im^ 
prafticable  as  to  reduce  the  furffrce  of  your  land  to  the  fame  level  \ 
beiides  Parliament  never  could  have  been  ilupid  and  ignorant 
enough  to  have  thought  of  eflfedling  fuch  a  work  ^i*h  fuch  an 
engine  as  7250I.-— the  principle  was  to  aid  the  maiiufadiire^  not 
to  ralfe  particular  counties,  and  the  bounty  ought  to.be  allowed  tp 
floyv  evenly,  and  to  fettle  wherever  the  manufBdiire  attra^d  it. 

Ought  you,  faid  he,  when  you  have  got  a  Weft  India  tradci^ 
^d  a  trade  to  France,  to  rifk  difturbing  the  flouriihing  ftate  an4 
progrefs  of  your  manufaftuiie  in  any  part  of  the  kingdom  f  Bu| 
^8  to  the  ^h^og^  prQpp|ed^  h«d  A^ny  phui  beeti  ofiered  to  tl^  H^yii^ 
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in  Kcti  of  the  old  fyftem  ?  Not  aJItie  on  paper,  nor  any  fpccific 
propofa!  even  in  argument.  Indeed  the  fyftem  for  the  province 
of  Muniler,  whkh  the  Houfe  had  this  femon  feen  offered,  was 
rather  lingular  to  have'»propofed.  One  day  a  bill  of  pains,  of 
peuaitieff,  to  corre6l  their  idfenefs  and  riot,  and  enforce  the  pay- 
ment of  their  tithej. 

Tihe  Secretary  of  St  \te  intcrrnptcd  Mr.  Corry. 

Mr.  CoR&Y  faid  he  looked  upon  that  bill  as  a  bill  of  pains 
and  penalties,  againft  the  riotous  poor  of  Munfter— Another 
day  you  are  intreated  to  put  do\Vn  your  fifherics,  in  order  to  feed 
the  poor  of  Munfter — On  this  day  you  are  invited  to  invade  yopr 
linen  maniifafture,  in  order  to  employ  the  poor  of  Munfter.  The 
unreafonablenefs  of  the  two  propofals  put  him  in  mind  of  the 
lover's  prayers,  in  the  height  of  his  affedion  for  his  miftrcfs— • 

7>  Godfy  annibilaie  M  fpace  and  ime^ 
And  make  two  lover/  happ^ff^ 

t         I^eflroy  your  fjhery  and  Unen  trade^ 
jind  make  poor  Munfier  happy ^' 

He  concluded  with  faying,  he  thought  it  wifer  to  abide  by  ^ 
experimental  fuccefis  of  the  plan  purfued  by  Parliament  hitherto, 
than  to  truil  to  the  wifdom  of  any  right  bpaeurable  gemleillftii't 
fpeculations  in  embryo. 


Saturday,  FEBitvARY  i6,  1788. 

Mr.  Holmes  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  order, a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  infolvent  debtors,  with  refpe6l  to  the  imprifon- 
ment  of  their  perfons ;  which  was  received  and  read  the  firft 
time. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  prefented  to  the 
Honfe,  according  to  order,  a  bill  for  granting  the  fum  of  500PI. 
to  the  Dublin  Society,  for  the  purpofes  thccein  mentioned  j  which 
was  received  and  read  the  fii  ft  time. 

A  petition  of  John  Staples  and  James  Caulfield,  Efqrs.  was 
prefented  to  the  Houfe  and  read  ;  fetting  forth,  that  the  petiti- 
oners having  now  completely  fintfhed  a  fteam  engine  at  Dromgtafs 
colliery  in  the  county  of  Tyrone,  at  an  expence  of  2000L  over  and 
above  the  fum  granted  by  Parliament  for  faid  purpofe  ;  and  hav- 
ing opened  faid  colliery  in  fuch  a  manner  that  they  are  ready  to 
deliver  any  quantity  of  coals  that  can  be  demanded,  they  humbly 
beg  leave  to  reprefent  to  the  Houfe  that  as  the  prefent  mode  of 
conveyance  from  the  colliery  to  the  head  of  the  navigation  is 
extremely  difficult  and  expenfive,  the  public  muft  be  deprived  of 
the  benefit  which  mi^ht  arife  from  the  prefent  iUte  of  the  colliery 
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unkfsa  water  or  waegon^way  (hall  be  made  for  convpying  the 
coals  to  the  head  of  tne  navigation  ;  that  the  petitioners  having 
expended  very  confiderable  fums  upon  the  faid  colliery,  find  them- 
felves  unable  to  make  fuch  water  or  waggon-way  at  their  own 
expence,  and  praying  the  Houfe  to  gra^t  them  2000I.  out  of 
the  navigation  funds,  for  which  they  conceive  the  fame  may  be 
executed. 

A  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  and  liber? 
ties  thereof,  paying  taxes,  whofe  names  are  thereunto  fubfcribed, 
was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  and  read ;  fetting  forth,  that  by  an 
a^  of  Parliament  paffed  m  the  twenty-fixth  year  of  the  reign  of 
his  prefent  Majefty,  entitled  an  a£l  for  the  better  execution  of  the 
law  within  the  city  of  Dublin  and  certain  parts  adjacent  thereto, 
tnd'for  Quieting  and  protecting  pofleflioni  within  this  kingdom,  for 
the  more  expeditious  tranfportation  of  felons,  for  reviving,  continu- 
ing and  amending  certain  llatutes  therein  mentioned,  and  fo*^  re- 
pealing an  aft  paffed  in  the  fevcnteenth  and  eighteenth  years  of 
the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  entitled  an  aft  for  improving  the 
police  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  the  feveral  afts  heretofore  made  for 
the  appointment  and  fupport  of  a  nightly  watch  through  the  feve? 
ral  parifhes  of  this  city  and  the  liberties  thereof  are  repealed,  and^ 
an  eftablifhment,  called  a  police,  under  the  direftion  and  controul 
of  a  few  magiftrates,  has  been  adopted  in  the  room  or  the  nightly 
vvatcb,  with  certain  powers  in  the  faid  aft  expreffed ;  that  the 
taxes  now  levied  upon  the  inhabitants  of  this  city,  under  and  in 
*  confequence  of  fajd  aft,  for  the  fupport  of  fuch  cftablifliment,  ap? 
pear  to  the'  petitioners  to  be  treble  the  amount  of  the  former  taxes 
levied  for  fupport  of  the  parifh  watches  ;  that    the  petitioners 
being  loaded  with  fuch  weight  of  taxes,  might  reafpnably  have 
f xpefted  they  v^ould  have  reaped  benefits  equivalent  thereto,  by 
the  prefervation  of  peace  and  good  order  in  this  city ;  but  th« 
petitioners  humbly  beg  leave  to  reprefent  to  the  Houfe,  that  in- 
ftead  thereof  they  have  found  from  experience  that  the  fecurity 
of  the  perfons,  habitations  and  properties  of  the  inhabitants  ha? 
been  rendered  more  precarious  and  uncertain  fince  the  eftablifli- 
ment  of  fuch  police  than  before ;  that  the  crimes  and  immorali- 
ties to  which  this  city  was  before  fubjeft  are  rather  cncreafed  than 
diminifhed  ;  and  theVefore  the  petitioners  are  convinced  that  fudi 
eftablifhment  has  by  no  means  anfwered  the  good  intention  of  the 
legiflature,  but  on  the  contrary  has  been  injurious  to  the  civil 
rights,  and  properties  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  city,  and  to  the 
magiftracy  thereof;  that  the  petitioners,  from  the  feveral  cir- 
Cumftances  and  fafts  before  ftated,  humbly  beg  leave  to  reprefent 
that  no  guard  whatever,  independent  of,  and  not  under  the  con- 
troul of  the  parifhioners  of  the  refpeftive  pariflies,  can  poffibly  af- 
ford fufficieqt  or  fatisfaftory  fecurity  to  the  perfons  and  properties 
^  pf  the  citizens  of  Dublin  ;  that  an  aft  of  Parliament  was  puffed 
^0  the  fevcnteenth  and  eighteenth  years  of  his  prefent  Majcftr^ 
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entitled  an  a£l  for  improving^the  police  of  the  city  of  Dnblin  •; 
>  and  the  petitioners  are  humbly  of  opinion  that  a  law  founded 
upon  the  principles  of  the  faid  a^»  as  to  a  wardmote,  would  a& 
ford  a  conftixutional  guard  for  this  city,  effe£lual  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  inhabitants,  at  half  the  expence  of  the  prefent  police 
cftabliihment ;  and  therefore  praying  to  be  heard  by  cc^oqfel  |tt 
fupport  of  the  allegations  of  their  petition,  and  for  relief. 

*Mr.  Hartley  moved  that  the  petitioners  be  heard  at  the  bar 
by  their  counfel.  He  faid  he  hoped  the  Houfe  would  think  that 
perfons  thus  hi|mbly  fupplicating  the  juftice  of  the  Houfe,  and 
againft  whom  no  riotous  or  feditious  pra6tice8  could  be  charged, 
might  be  deemed  ^eferving  of  that  indulgence.  The  petition,  he 
faid,.  was  figned  by  feven  thoufand  houfe-keepers. 

The  Attorney  General  faid  he  (hould  be  extremely  forry 
that  there  were  fpyen  thoufand  feditious  perfons  exifting  in  th« 
Kingdom  any  where  but  on  paper ;  however,  without  meaning 
Xo  fay  any  thing  unkind  or  difrefpe6lful  of  the  petitioners,  whofe 
chairman,  however,  could  not  be  perfed^ly  dirmterefted,  being  a 
rope- maker,  he  would  ^(k  the  honourable  gentleman  what  more 
they  could  dcfire  than  that  which  the  Houfe  was  adually  engag- 
ed in  doing  ?  It  was  admitted  by  all  that  the  Police-a6i  wanted 
amendment :  A  bill  was  now  brought  in  to  explain  and  amend 
that  a6l.  Did  the  petitioners  mean  to  petition  againft  the  bill 
for  amending  the  a6):  of  which  they  fo  much  complained  ? 

Mr.  Hartley  faid  he  could  fee  no  mode  by  which  the  peti- 
tioners could  poffibly  obtain  redrefs,  if  they  were  not  allowed  to 
explain  their  grievances  by  counfeL 

Mr.  Mason  faid  that  fuppofmg  the  names  affixed  to  the  peti- 
tion were  names  of  perfons  actually  exifting,  and  houfektepers,  as 
the  petition  fet  forth,  yet  it  was  eafy  to  account  for  their  number. 
A  few  difcontented  perfons  firft  fet  the  bufinefs  afloat,  and  in  the 
parifti  where  he  lived  they  fent  about  advertifements,  calling  on  all 
difcontented  perfons  like  themfelves  to  fign  the  petition  ;  many 
figned  it  i^hopesof  gettf\ig  rid  of  the  tax,  many  more  in  hopes 
of  getting  rid  of  the  reftraint ;  but  there  had  been  at  leaft  in  his 
pariih  no  meeting  wherein  the  advantages  of  a  well  regulated 
police  had  been  fairly  weighed  and  examined.  To  this  he  added, 
that  in  his  opinion  the  petitioners  could  not  be  heard  by  their 
pQunfel  againft  the  bill,  it  being  the  rule  of  the  Houfe  never  to 
)iear  counfel  againft  a  tax. 

Mr.  Hartley  faid  that  meetings  had  been  held  in  the  feveral 
parifbes,  advertifements  had  been  iffued,  and  every  means  takep 
^0  qoll^d  the  fjppfc  pf  the  pcojple, 
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Mr.  SrtviRT  laid  the  obfervatioit  of  the  riglie  hovoonlle 
gcntletnaa,  that  counsel  could  not  be  h^ard  argainfi  a  tax  was,  in 
'  hi»  c^imoii,  unfounded  $  ht  hdd,  indeed  often  heard  it  Verted 
f^  petitions  againil  tajiet  were  not  to  be  received,  hut  that  oh- 
^r^lion  wonld  now  come  too  kte ;  the  petition  had  beta  receivcdi 
sod  the  hearing  of  connfel  natoniUj  followed* 

Mr.  Beresfort). — The  honourable  gentleman  has  fald  that 
#dvertifement»  were  iffued,  and  every  means  taken  to  collet  the 
lenfe  of  the  people  ;  he  fays  alfo,  that  the  petition  k  fiibfcribcd 
by  feven  thoufand  houfe-keepers.  Now,  fiippgling,  what  I  am 
fore  the  honouriable  gentleman  be^eves  to  be  the  cafe,  that  thefc 
arc  the  names  of  perfons  really  and  bona  fide  houfe-keepers,  yet 
even  fo,  they  are  very  far  from  being  a  majority  of  the  houfe- 
keepers  of  Dublin ;  indeed  but  a  fmall  part  of  them.  But  my 
opinion  is  very  different.  I  have  heard  the  names' of  fome  of 
thofe  perfons  read  ;  perhaps  they  are  very  refpcdable,  however  I 
do  not  know  one  of  them,  and  am  apt  to  think  a  great  part  of 
the  lift  coniifls  of  perfons  who  are  intereiled  in  our  having  so 
poKceat  all. 

The  queftion  being  pnt  that  the  petitioners  be  heard  at  the  bar 
^  counfely  in  fnpport  of  the  allegations  of  their  petition^  it  pa£P 
'  cd  in  the  negative  without  a  divifioo.    ^ 

The  Police-bill  was  then  read  a  feCond  time. 

Mr.  Marcus  Beresford  rofe  to  ilate  the  particular  regula- 
tions it  contained.  He  faid  he  agreed  with  the  petitioners  that 
thenumber  of  men  at  prefent  employed  by  the  police  istotaDy  in- 
fufficient  to  guard  this  extenfive  metropolis,  and  he  entertained 
great  doubts  whether  che  addition  intended  by  Government  woidd 
be  found  equal  to  the  ta^.  It  was,  he  laid»  the  intenlion  of 
Government  to  add  to  the  prefent  e|Labli/hment  one  hundred  men ; 
thefe  were  to  be  watchmen  by  day,  at  lower  pay  than  that  which 
ts  given  to  the  night  guards  ;  and  the  intention  was,  that  by  this 
rehef  the  poor  men  who  at  prefent  are  harraffed  alraoft  to  death, 
being  on  duty  day  and  night,  might  have  an  opportunity  of  get- 
ting a  little  fleep  by  day* 

ft  was  further  propofed  to  reduce  the  forty  petty  eondabks, 
who  arc  the  horfemcn  of  the  police,,  to  twenty  ;  this  would  make 
ft  confidcrable  faving  in  tlje  expcnce  of  horfes.  The  pay,  alfo  of 
the  horfemen  was  to  be  reduced  from  50  to  aol.  a  yean  The 
faving  upon  the  whole  would  go  a  good  way  towards  the  fvpport 
of  the  additional  hundred.  It  was  further  intended  to  appoint 
eight  infpedors  to  keep  the  men  to  their  duty,  and  a  perfon  who 
ftould  once  in  every  month  mufter  and  review  them  in  the  pre. 
fence  of  the  lord  mayor,  iheriffs,  and  other  city  magiiirates  virbo 
were  not  of  the  pulicCi  or  fuch  of  them  as  Should  ttvink  proper  to, 
ntend* 
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,  There  were  tome  other  regulatidns,  foch  as  obliging  hawken 
of  trees  and  old.  clothes,  and  other  things,  who  formerly  took 
oat  Kccnfes  from  the  commiflioners  of  the  re^enac,  but  whick 
KcenCes  were  more  an  objc6l  of  police,  to  prevent  theft  and  fraud, 
than  of  revenue^  now  to  take  their  licenfes  from  the  con>milSo«' 
ners  of  police  ;  alfo  to  oblige  all  perfons  retailing  fpirits  in  the 
City,  or  within  five  miles  thereof,  to  take  out  licenfes  from  the 
jjolice — a  regulation  which  he  feared  would  be  more  offenfive  td 
the  petitioners  than  any  other  ;  but  upon  the  whole  there  was  to 
be  no  new  rate  or^^  laid  upon  the  city. 

Goldfmiths  were  to  be  exempted  from  the  neceffity  of  taking 
duta  police  licenfe — in  the  firil  ad  they  were  included,  by  miftake, 

Mr.  Gardiner  faid  he  was  extremely  apjfious  for  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  a  good  police,  and  pcrfe£lly  a  friend  to  the  intention 
of  the  bill,  but  he  wifhed  to  infped  the  accounts  of  the  police,  to 
fee  if  it  were  poffible  to  exempt  the  Liberties  from  the  tax,  orevc^t 
reduce  it,  the  people  being  fo  extremely  indigent  that  they  yrere 
unable  to  pay  it. 

He  "then  moved,  "  that  the  proper  officer  do  lay  bef&re  the 
Houfe  an  account  of  all  the  receipts  of  the  commiflioners  of  the 
police  fmce  their  inilitution,  and  alfo  of  their  expenditure,  dif- 
tinguifhing  the  particulars." 

Mr.  Hartley  moved,  that  the  Police-bill  be  committed  for 
Saturday  next, 

Mr.  Marcxjs  Berisford  faid  that  the  circuits  would  be  be^*/ 
gun  by  that  time,  and  many  of  the  lawyers  would  be  gone  out 
,of  town.  He  had  fully  explained  the  intended  alteration  ;  every 
gentleman  admitted  the  advantage  and  neceffity  of  a  well  regulat- 
ed police  ;  he  could  therefore  fe$  no  ufe  in  poftponing  the  com-  ' 
mittalof  thebiil. 

The  queftion  being  put  on  Mr,  Hartley's  motion,  that  the  bill 
be  committed  for  Saturday,  it  was  negatived. 

Mr,  Hartley  then  moved,  that  the  bill  be  committed  for 
Friday,  which  motion  was  likewifc  negatived* 

Mr.  Marcus  Beresford  then  moved,  that  the  bill  be  com* 
mitted  for  Tue(day,  which  paifed  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Houfe  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whok 
Houfe,  on  the  bill  "  to  enable  all  ecclefiaftlcal  perfons  and  bodies, 
re^lors,  vicars,  curates,  and  imp  opriators,  to  recover  a  juft  com* 
penfation  for  the  tithes  withheld  from  them  in  the  year  1787,  in 
the  feveral  counties  and  counties  of  cities  therein  mentioned,  and 
to  explain  and  amend  the  aftoflaftfeflionfor  the  fame  purpofes,'* 
MTf  Mafon  in  the  chair. 
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Mr.  Burgh  (of  Oldtowo)  (aid  if  the.  right  honoorabk  gciv- 
tknum  [the  Secretary  of  State3  who  introductd  the  biD, 
would  permit  him  to  requcfl  fome  explanation  of  it,  j^articolaily 
xa  what  it  differed  from  the  bill  of  lad  fefiion,  he  would  take  it  as 
a  great  favour. 

The  Secretary  of  State  fald  he  was  extremely  ready  to 
explain  the  bill.  The  prindple  was  precifely  the  fame  with  that 
of  the  aft  of  lall  year,  and  it  differed  ver}'  little  in  its  regulations, 
Doubts  had  arifen,  whether  under  the  aft  of  laft  year  the  clerg) 
could  recover  compenfation  within  counties  ofcities  lying  withii 
the  counties  at  large,  in  the  aft  defcribed.  In  his  opinion  thc] 
could ;  but  to  put  it  out  of  qucftion,  the  prefcnt  bill  particula. 
•  rifei  fuch  counties  of  cities.  There  were  befides  fome  nen 
daufcs  with  refpeft  to  ferving  of  notices  ;  but  whatever  was  ne^ 
he  would  remark  as  the  committee  (hould  proceed  through  tlu 
bill 

Sir  Lucius  O'Brien  defired  to  know  whether  there  wen 
not  fome  claufes  which  gave  the  claims  of  the  clergy  for  tithe  J 
preference  over  the  right  of  the  landlord  to  his  rent  ? 

Thc  SECJIE.TART  OF  State  replied,  there  was  fuch  a  daufc 
which  was  intended  to  operate  againft  a  clafs  of  people  callec 
middlemen,  whofe  extortions  had  diftrefled  the  people  of  Munller 
and  whofe  inftigations  had  driven  them  into  infurreftion.  It  i 
a  maxim  with  thofe  men  never  to  fet  a  leafe,  but  to  let  oiit  thi 
ground  to  the  poor  people  from  year  to  year,  and  if,  by  an] 
means,  they  can  defraud  the  clergy,  or  caufe  their  miferabli 
tenants  to  defraud  them,  they  then  immediately  raife  their  rent 
in  proportion  ;  fo  that  were  tithes  to  be  abolirtied,  and  the  clcrg] 
paid  in  any  other  manner,  it  would  only  operate  for  the  benefi 
of  thofe  middlemen.  Againft  this  clafs  then  was  it  intended  thai 
the  preference  alluded  to  fhould  operate,  for  if  the  clergyman  hac 
not  fome  fuch  preference  the  bill  would  be  of  little  ufe.  Suppof< 
a  clergyman  to  feize  for  five  fhillings,  the  cottager  would  b( 
willing  enough  to  pay  It,  did  not  the  malignity  of  the  middleman 
interfere,  who,  to  prevent  the  clergyman  having  his  j^fl  rightj 
feizes  for  5I.  and  thus  the  wretched  cottager  is  ruined, 

Mr.  William  Brabazon  PoNsowBy  fajd  he  thought  that  in 
protefting  the  clergy  great  care  ought  to  be  taken  not  to  injure 
thc  conftitution.  He  could  not  fee  why  the  trial  by  jury  fhould 
be  aboliihed  in  their  particular  cafe.  He  did  not  widi  to  prevent 
the  clergy  from  recovering  their  rlght-^lie  wiflied  to  aid  them ; 
but  he  would  not  have  even  a  right  recovered  by  oppreffion  ;  thc 
offence  of  combinatlan  ought  to  be  proved,  not  taken  for  grant- 
ed ;  and  when  it  fliould  appear  that  any  oppreffive  or  vexatiom 
fult  was  Inftituted,  the  litlgipus  perfQn  (hould  be  punifhed  by  cX" 
emplary  cofts. 
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The  Secretary  of  State  faid  that !)a^ng  Been  called  tiptMt^ 
he  would,  in  a  few  words  more,  continnc  to  explain  the  principle , 
of  the  bill  before  the  committee,  which  he  trufted  would  be 
found  fo  juft  as  to  give  general  fatisfaAion.  The  principle  was 
precifcly  the.  fame  as  that  of  the  bfll  of  laft  feflion — to  grve  tbe 
clergy  a  fair  value  for  their  tithes,  upon  an  average,  (after  aft 
dcdu:h'ons)  of  the  three  years  immediately  preceding  the  diftur- 
bances — It  was  not  his  intention,  nor  could  a  c6urt  undef 
the  bill  decree  any  illegal  charge  of  turf,  or  any  other  article  not 
fairly  tithable ;  it  created  no  new  right  to  the  clergy,  but  gave 
a  new  and  fummary  remedy  to  recover  their  old  rights  ;  this  «t 
6\d  at  the  fmailell  poffible  expence,  as  well  for  the  eafe  of  tltc 
farmer  as  thofe  perfons  who  v^'cre  entitled  to  tithe. 

A  vafl:  deal  had  been  faid  upon  th^  fubje A  of  exorbitant  tithesi 
He  knew  the  honour  and  integrity  of  the  right  honourable  gCa-i 
tleman  Who  had  brought  forward  that  fubjeA  too  well  not  to  he 
certain  that  he  was  convinced  of  the  truth  of  every  thing  he  had 
laid  before  the  Houfe,  or  it  never  would  have  fallen  from  him  5 
but  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  been  deceived,  for  upoii 
an  average  of  the  tithes  of  the  feveral  diocefes  of  Muntlef,  theji 
bore  no  proportion  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman^s  Hatement^l 
Thofe  tithes  he  would  (late ;  and  at  the  fame  time  affure  the 
honouratle  gentleman,  tliat  for  thirty  y€ars  they  had  not  beca 
raifed.  He  then  went  through  the  average  rates  of  a  great  num- 
ber of  diocefes,  beginning  with  Cork  and  Rofs,  where  they  Hand 
thus  by  the  Englifh  acre:  . 


Wheat 

4s.  6d. 

Oats 

2S.    3d. 

Potatoes      - 

6     7    . 

Meadow    - 

I     6 

Barley 

4    3 

Flax 

6.   I 

Thofe  charges  he  contrafted  with  the  charges  in  EngiaiKl, 
where  almofl:  every  article  produced  upon  a  farm  is  highly  tithed  ; 
and  having  (hewn  the  advantage  in  favour  of  the  Irifh  farmer^  he 
faid  he  wiihed  to  imprefs  upon  the  Flonfe  the  juftice  and  neceffity 
of  maintaining  the  rights  of  the  clergy,  whom  he  confidered  as 
an  amiable  and  innocent  clafs  of  men,  liberal,  humane  and  chari- 
table, but  perfecuted  andopprefled  ;  like  the  primitive  Chriftiana 
under  Nero,  driven  from  their  habitations  and  hunted  as  favagc 
beaHs. 

Mr,  BusHE.—T  highly  approve  the  principle  of  the  bilL 
Nothing  can  be  more  reafonable  or  fair  than  that  innocent  men 
fliould  not  fuifer  by  the  feditious,  or  that  turbulent  men  fhould 
not  benefit  by  their  own'  violence ;  I  (hall  therefcKe  not  obje6l  ta 
the  bill's  operating  as  to  the  county  of  Kilkenny  for  another  year, 
though  in  my  opinion  it  is  far  from  being  neceffary  there  at  this 
day.  Sir,  I  think  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  fay,  that  there  is  no 
part  of  England  or  Ireland  in  a  more  perfed  ftate  of  tranquillity 
than  the  county  of  Kilkenny  now  is,  naj,  even  at  the  worH  of 
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tizoet  a  great  part  of  that  county  was  free  from  i^iftnrbance } 
even  then,  men  who  paid  xos*  an  acre  tithe  of  wheat  took. their 
firelocks  upon  their  fhoulders,  and  marched  out  to  repel  the  infur* 
genta  J  they  were  not,  however  infcnfible  of  the  exorbitance  of 
fuch  a  tithe  ;  they  diflikcd  the  exa(3ion,  but  they  abhorred  in- 
furre^ion.  They  complained,  indeed,  that  they  were  obliged 
)A^pay  too  mojch.to  a  clergyman  whom  they  never  faw  ;  but  at 
the  fame  time  they  armed  in  defence  uf  the  public  peace,  and  were 
the  only  people  who,  unfupported  by  a  military  force,  accepted 
tlie  challenge  of  the  Whiteboys,  and  drew  out  to  meet  them.  I 
do  not  therefore  think  it  perfedly  juft  tliat  the  county  of  Kil- 
kenny (hould  be  included  in  this  biU  ^  howerer,  as  it  is  but  for 
one  year,  1  (hall  make  no  obje^ion,  but  I  think  it  ihould  lie  upon 
the  dergyman  to  ihew  that  any  bargain  he  may  complain  of  was 
ictvoluntary ;  i  for  it  cannot  he  equitable^  furely,  when  bargains 
are  freely  madc»  that  their  permanence  (hould  depend  on  the  ca- 
price of  one  of  the  parties. 

.  Jfir.  Grattaij- — I  believe  tliip  Houfe  will  excufe  me  if  I  t^ou* 
fcle  ihem  wi^h  fame  obfcrvatioris  on  what  has  fallen  from  the  right 
honovrahfe  gentleman.  To  whatever  he  alferts  of  his  ^wn  know-* 
ledge  I  give  the  moil  unbounded  confidence,  but  to  what  be  hu 
ireceived  frpm  others,  I  cannot  pay  the  fame  regard  j  that  ^t  teft 
flanks  only  on  the  fame  ground  with  the  informations  I  have  re- 
^eived^  and  which  I  have  dated  to  the  Houfe.  Thus  we  haye 
information  againft  information,  affertion  againll  aflertionrr-I 
honour  and  applaud  the  right  honourable  genueman  for  the  part 
he  has  taken  in  this  bufmefs ;  it  is  what  I  expedied  from  him  ; 
but  I  cannot  therefore  give  up  my  own  judgment,  or  (hut  my 
eyes  to  the  f*fts  that  I  have  dated.  The  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman has  dated  the  general  average  rates  of  Ceveral  fii^cefe^— « 
I  have  dated  the  particular  rates  exa^led  in.tlie  didurbed  parjtbei 
«— the  Houfe  is  to  judge  of  the  {iibjed ;  and  thL^,  evo-y  dtSe* 
xgeace  between  the  datement  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
and  mine,  pioves  the  neceflity  of  going  into  the  committee,  when; 
DO  member's  report  of  the  matter  (hould  be  taken,  but  where 
papers  may  be  called  for,  and  every  £d^  verified  upon  the  oath* 
of  crei^blc  witnclfe^ 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  has  dated,  that  he  has  had 
informations  from  the  bed  authority,  from  the  hi/hops  themfelves, 
and  he  ftatefi  «o  average.  Now  an  average  may  be  reafonablc, 
and  in  particular  cafes  v^ry  unreafonable ;  the  moderation  of  one 
man  may  be  fet  off  againd  the  rapacity  of  another,  and  in  gcne-r 
ral  accounts  cover  his  exa6tian  s— this  is  rewarding. ayartce  and 
puniihing  Chridian  liberality.  I  liave  not  therefore  gont  upon  .a 
general  aiserage,  but  oa  the  eKa6i:Ion8  prai^fed  in  paiFtkiular  pa-? 
ridies<  Tlie  right  hoRourabk  gentleman  has  dated*  %h9lt  tiriua 
have  not  been  raifed  in  their  valu^e  fpr  the  lad  twenty  or  thirty 
f«araiD/da£  diocc&a  of  Co|k  and  fiLdfib    Now  vpoa  XhU  pmni 
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aUb  I  am  ready  to  join  iflbc  wiA  Kim,  ©fid  if  1  do  «ot  ftew  <?iBt 
in  fomc  of  the  moll  tftodtotc  parifliesthey  hstwc  life&frafA  fowr  and ' 
five  fliiflings,  for  wheat  and  potatoes,  to  fcvcn  and  eight  fhilHng« 
within  the  feft  thirty  years,  1  will  give  up  the  qucftion  f or  evtr. 
I  defirc  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  meet  me,  and  reft  k 
on  thatfingle  point. 

The  right  honoirrablc  gwrtlemati  has  ftated  to  yoo  an  avera^jc 
of  the  tithes  of  Cloyne.  Sir,  I  am  ready  to  fhew  you  a  pariA 
In  that  <lioccfe  where  wheat 'pays  t6s. — potatoes  168 — •bartey 
9«.  9d.-— oats  8s. — and  meadqw  6s.  6d.-T— This,  Sir,  will  he 
proved  on  the  affidavits  of  the  men  who  pay  it,  and  fupported  fey 
their  receipts.  This,  Sir,  is  the  return  of  the  officer  who  tritid 
thcfuits  in  Cork  ;  and  thefe  are  Eng1i(h  acres.  If  then  there  he 
any  thing  like  moderation  in  the  average  tithe  of  that  dioctfe, 
how  very  low  inde^  mnft  the  charge  of  fom€  parfbns  be  to  admk 
of  this  exorbitance  1  It  mull  appear  that  in  fome  parifhcs  the 
parfon  extorts  unreafonable  tithes,  in  .others  he  lofes  his  right  $ 
and  therefore  the  neceffity  of  an  enquiry. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  has  addfKed  an  example  from 
England,  toj)rovethe  moderation  of  the  charge  for  tithes  in  Irc- 
land^  but  the  fa6^  is,  that  England  pays  much  lefs  in  tithes  upoA 
the  whole,  though  an  opulent  country,  than  Ireland  pays,  poor  aa 
ihe  is.  I  have  the  very  beft  authority  for  faying,  that  t4ie  rate , 
of  tithes  in  the  county  of  Cheftcr  is  eight  (hillings  ira  acre  lel« 
than  the  rate  of  the  diocefe  of  Cloyne,  whilft  the  hiijfcandry  of - 
the  county  of  Chefter  is  eight  fhillihgs  better  ;  how  then  iland< 
the  proportion  of  the  tithes  of  England  to  the  wealth  of  England^ 
and  how  (lands  the  proportion  of  the  tithes  in  Ireland  to  tba 
wealth  of  Ireland  ? 

Sir,  1  underftand  that  in  a  great  number  of  cafes,  the  tithcf 
have  been  fairly  fet  out  in  the  fields,  and  due  notice  given  by  thi 
farmers  :  I  underftand  thefe  tithes  are  now  periling  and  rotting, 
tecaufe  the  parfon  -will  not  draw  them.  If  this  be  the  cafe, 
would  ytyu  give  the  parfon  a  power  to  compel  farmers  to  pay  for 
thofe  tithes  which  have  perlflied  tlirough  the  parfon's  obftinacy  ? 
would  you  let  hirn  tax  the  farmers  double  in  a  tax  already  cx'^^t- 
bitant  ?  would- you  let  the  farmer  firft  lofe  his  grain  and  after  hi$ 
money  ?  Sir,  there  are  fome  cafes  which  I  mentioned  the  other 
night,  in  which  the  farmer  aftually  offered  to  leave  the  tithes  ia 
the  pariJojis  barA  ^  will  you  puniAi  the  perfoas  who  made  fuch  a« 
oSer  ?  •  _  . 

I  do  not  like  the  principle  of  depriving  the  farmer  of  his  trial 
by  jiuy^  and  gi«/iag  the  parfon  a  rapid  and  powerful  remedy  againft 
b«rggars  ;  it  may  fwnce  emigrants,  and  certainly  will  make  thu , 
parfon. odious,  to  the. pari (h.  Are  die  people  folvent?  Can  the 
parfon  do  any  thing  more  than  feud  tlj^em  to  jjaol  ?  I  i^dfirx^  for 
00CC|  that  I  would  r^uhcr  pay  the  clergyuMn  his  lofs  out  of  the 
public  coSccs  and  xegukte  ^ke  futorje,  than  s^ia  xcvive  th4-m>- 
feries  of  the  people. 
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Here  Mr.  GratUn  ftaUd  a  number  of  cafes  of  tbe  otiDoft  a 
•ffbttancj  in  ntiog  tithe,  particuIaHy  fome  decreed  in  the  coot 
of  Cafhdy  where  fMir  acres  and  a  half  of  potatoes  were  duurge 
5L  6s.  3d.  and  the  cha  «  e  decreed  with  about  a  guinea  cofts ;  tw 
acres  and  a  half  of  flax,  the  prime  of  our  iUple  manafadan 
lor  the  raiflng  which  the  flate  gives  bounties  yearly,  3L  4S<.  te 
acres  of  meadow  6L  1 6s. — ^Thefe  charges  were  decreed,  as  ws 
jL  1 6ft.  6d.  for  one  acre  of  potatoes,  it  having  been  iwom  i 
court  that  the  (aid  acre  produced  60  barrels  of  potatoes,  valued: 
9s.  9d.  the  barrel ;  this  in  the  year  1 783,  the  limine  price,  hi 
the  calculation  of  abundance. 

If  thefc  fads,  he  faid,  could  be  explained,  he  was  fure  the 

could  not  be  juRified.    The  Whiteboys  were  certainly  outrageou 

but  though  he  condemned  their  meetings,  he  would  not  count( 

nance  extortion  ;  he  would  hiUigthem  if  rebellious,  but  he  wou] 

Y  ^    *  not  rob  them. 

t  The  Secretary  of  State  iaid  he  could  fully  refute  tl 

!  allegations  concerning  exorbitant  tithes.     He  faid   that  in  tl 

'  particular inflance  dated  to  have  been  decreed  in  the   court  < 

Cafhel,  that  the  perfon  proving  the  value  of  the  tithes  was  obli| 
cd,  upon  his  oath,  to  ftate  the  j  aft  value ;  that  the  court,  in  lii 
manner,  was  bound  to  decree  the  fame,  but  that  the  parfon  t 
whom  they  were  decreed  would  very  wiUingly  have  taken  oni 
third  of  the  value. 

He  faid  he  trailed  that  the  whole  tenor  of  his  life  had  man 

fcfted  the  high  veneiation  and  refpccl  in  which  he  held  that  facre 

.'  pillar  of  the  conftitution,  the  trial  by  jury ;  but  that  mode  ( 

'  tnal  was  inapplicable  to  the  prefent  cafe,  where  perhaps  thci 

might  be  ready  for  trial  in  one  day  five  hundred  cafes,  feveral  c 

them  perhaps  not  amounting  to  more  than  a  few  (hillings. 

i  As  to  proving  the  combinations  in  a  country  where  all  wei 

]  comblnators,  the  thing  was  impoffible  ;  who,  at  the  certain  loJ 

[  of  life  and  property,  would  venture  t)  appear  as  an  approver 

The  law  therefore  fuppofes  the  combination,  and  not  withou 

'  fufficient   evidence ;  for   if  no   combination   or  difturbance  ha 

exifled,  why  was  an  army  and  a  train  of  artiller}^  fent  down  t 

Munfter  to  eflabli/h  the  public  peace,  and  protedi  the  perfons  aD( 

*  properties  of  innocent  and  worthy  men  ? 

Mr.  Secretary  Hamilton  faid  however  juftly  the  exadion 

^^  of  intermediate  landlords,  and  the  prcflure  of  high  rack  rents 

I  might  be  afllgned  as  caufes  of  the  difturbances,  in  his  opinion  \\ 

was  plain  that  the  condudt  of  the  clergy  had  bfeen  Signified  b] 

^  forbearance  and  moderation — but   what    retorn  had  they  met! 

Men  of  the  moft  amiable  chara£lers  bcfet  in  their  Houfes  al 

J  night  by  armed  ruffians,  driven  out  naked  under  the  inclemency 

I  .  of  the  weather,  and  forced  to  wander  in  melancholy  exile,  not 

1  darifig  to  return  to  their  habitations.     Surely  if  compafiion  wai 
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any  wbere  due^  it  was  to  thofe  opprefTed  men ;  the  humanity  of 
the  Houfe  was  called  upon  to  proted  them,  and  its  juftice  to 
tindicate  the  infulted  laws  of  the  country. 

Mr.  BroWi^e  (of  the  College)  faid  the  objeftioirs  to  a  Com^  » 
penfation-bill  muft  be  either,  that  the  clergy  did  not  want  it,  or 
that  they  did  not  deferve  it — As  to  the  firft,  the  violence  and 
filcnt  conabination  which  ftill  exifted  in  the  South  (which  had 
effcftually  deprived  the  clergy  of  Munfter  of  their  incomes  laft 
year,  and  reducjed  them  to  the  greateft  diftrefs)  were  notorious 
to  every  one — As  to  the  latter,  viz.  their  deferts,  much  had 
been  faid  on  a  former  occafion,  which  he  hoped  it  was  allowable 
to  anfwer  now,  as  this  was,  in  fa6t,  a  continuation  of  the  former 
debate,  as  far  as  the  condufi  of  the  clergy,  was  concerned. 

He  faid  the  flatement  made  of  the  rates  demanded  for  tithes 
in  Munfter  was,  to  his  knowledge,  as  to  a  great  part  of  the  pro- 
vince, founded   on   mi lin formation.     He    Ipoke   confidently,  as 
tcing  acquainted  in  one  great  diocefe  with  much  the  ^n' eater  part 
of  the  beneficed  clergy,  and  knowing  their  fituation  and  condudl ; 
and  in  another  large  diocefe  he  was  one  of  thofe  dreadful  raonRers 
that  had  been  defcribed,  who  eat  up  whole  villages  at  a  time — ^a 
Vicar  General — he  had  befides  been  employed  ?^  counfel  in  moll 
of  the  compenfation  fuits  brought  under  this  ail  in  the  county 
Cork,  and  therefore  muft  know  the  ratage  of  tithe  tolerably  well ; 
and  ^le  did  aver,  that  the  higheft  rate  ever  demanded  by  a  clergy- 
tnan  in  that  part  of  the  world,  for  the  tithe  of  the  beft  crop,  was 
much  below  the  rates  returned  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman. 
He    fpokc  of  the  ufual  demand  of  clergymen  in  general,  not 
denying  but  there  might  have  been  fome  particular  inftances,  fuch 
as  dated  on  a  forthcr  night ;  but  furely  a  fair  conclufion   could 
only  be  deduced  from  the  general  ufage^  and  not  from  a  particu- 
lar inftance  ;  and  even  in  that  particular  cafe  what  extortion  was 
there  to  be  found  ?  i6s.  per  acre  was  faid  to  have  been  charged 
for  potatoes,  1.  e,  per  the  plantation  acre ;   1 6s.  for  wheat  per 
ditto;  Ss.  for  oats  the  plantation  acre;  9s.  for  barley  the  plantation  - 
acre,  and  fo  on*     Thefe  muft  have  been  crops  of  the  beft  kind,- 
and  every  one  knows  a  very  good  crop  is  n\oderately  eftimated 
from  15I.  to  20I.  the  plantation  acre  of  potatoes — a  very  good 
plantation  acre  of  wheat  may  be  worth  12I.— rof  barley  81.— of 
oats  5I. — thefe  are  certainly  good  crops ;  but  probably  where  the 
tithe  was  fo  high  the  crops  vvere  very  extraordinary,  and  worth 
itiore  than  above  ftated,  or  perhaps  the  obftinate  fubtraftion  of 
the  tithe  had  driven  the  parfon  to  his  fuit,  where  the  court  vyas 
obliged  to  decree  the  real  value,  which  was  Mrs  Strang's  cafe, 
and  the  clergyman  afterwards  forgave  her  two-thirds  ;  fo  that  in 
thefe  cafes  the  tithe  charged  was  nothing  like  the  real  value. 
But  the  ordinary  cafe  was  this  i  the  clergyman  had  three  prices^ 
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according  to  the  value  of  the  crop,  and  thcfc  were  ufually  at  the 
following  rate,  reckoning  by  the  Englifh  acre. 


bcft  crop. 

middling. 

worft. 

Potatoes, 

8  or  9s 

7  or  68. 

5  or  4s.' 

Wheat, 

6s. 

58- 

48.  or  kfs. 

Barley, 

58. 

48. 

38.  or  under. 

Oats, 

38- 

2S. 

IS.  6d. 

Meadow, 

38- 

IS.  6d. 

18. 

Thefe  were  the  moft  common  rates  in  the  diocefes  of  Cork 
and  Cioyne ;  and  he  appealed  to  the  gentlemen  in  the  Houfe, 
whether  the  ufual  rates  in  the  country  about  them,  exceeded  thofe 
fpeclfied  ?  From  fifty  cafes  returned  by  the  compenfation  referee, 
one,  perhaps,  had  been  culled  which  contradicted  this  ftatemeht, 
and  that  was  with  great  induftry  culled  out  as  if  it  proved  a 
fyftem. 

Much  had  Hecn  faid  of  the  flate  of  the  peafantry.  He  begged 
leave  to  fay  fomething  of  the  ftatc  of  the  clergy.  Robbed  of 
agiiljcnent,  by  affidavit,  the  very  way  lately  propofed  to  try  their 
merits,  and  by  which,  confcious  as  he  was  of  their  innocence,  he 
fijould  not  be  at  all  furprifed  if  the  aftivity  and  perjury  of  their 
enemies  had  mac^#them  appear  gMiltjr,  if  a  committee  had  taken 
place — robbed  of  agillment,  deprived  of  their  fmall  dues,  driven 
in  moft  parts  of  Ireland  to  relinqulfti  many  fpecies  of  tithe,  to 
which  by  law  they  were  entitled,  they  retired  almoft  within  the 
cenfines  of  the  tiliagc  field — there,  they  knew  too  well  the  tem- 
per of  the  times  and  the  decay  of  religion  to  infift  on  their  rights, 
as  well  a&  the  difficulty  of  drawing.  They  were  content,  on  an 
average,  with  a  fourth-part  of  their  legal  claim.  They  had  not 
Increafed  their  rates  for  thirty  years.  He  fpoke  from  knowledge, 
having  in  many  cafes  feen  the  books  of  their  predeceffors ;  as  to 
theirs,  the  rates  were  generally  diminifhed.  In  thus  ftate  of 
tilings,  in  a  fcafon  of  the  greatell  plenty,  an  outcry  atrofe — the 
people  rcfufed  lo  give  morfc  thain  half  the  payment  accuftomed 
for  many  years. — No  famine,  no  additional  demand,  yet  nothing 
was  to  be  given  but  White-boy  prices.  The  diftrefied  parfon 
fonictimes  was  driven  to  accept,  then  they  would  give  him  nothing 
at  all.  This  (licwed  their  aim  was  not  at  reduftion,  but  at  abo- 
lition ;  the  clergyman  Vv'as  not  to  employ  a  prodlor,  but  to  take 
the  tithe  according  to  the  valuation  of  the  landholder;  if  he  did,- 
the  pro6h)r  was  biibed  or  intimidated.  He  was  then  driven  to 
farm  his  tithe  at  a  very  great  lofs  to  hlnafclf  ;•  this  too  was  imputed 
to  him  a  c/ime.  It  had  been  faid,  a  pavilh  which  paid  a  tithe- 
farmer  8col.  a  year,  did  moft  gladly  agree  to  pay  the  parfon  600I. 
]»er  annum.  It  was  therefore  evident  that  nothing  but  the  fraud 
of  the  parilhloners,  could  have  driven  him  to  leafe  his  tithe.  If 
they  fued  in  the  fpfritual  court  for  fubtra6lIon,  it  was  objefted 
that  the  prodlor  was  no  accurate  judge  of  value  or  quantity; 
though  every  man  acquainted  with  tillage  can  eafily  ellimate  with 
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his  eye,  and  walking  over  the  ground,  that  the  charges  were 
always  too  low  to  make  any  miftake  dangerous.     If  he  fent  a 
pcrfon  to  furvey,  he  would  be  accufed  of  avarice,  and  the  gen 
tlemen  of  the  country  would  riot  endure  the  prefumption^  as  they 
would  call  It.  ( 

He  faid  the  clergy  had  lately  endured  many  fufferings^  and  in 
many  inftances  they  were  reduced  to  a  fourth  of  their  old  incomes, 
and  fought  to  exchange  at  any  lofs,  and  found  themfelves  and 
iamilies  in  the  greateft  diftrefs  by  debts  they  had  incurred  on  the 
profpc6l  of  their  ufual  incomes.  Such  men,  he  faid,  knew  he 
compared  the  kindnefs  profeffed  to  them  by  their  opponents,  to 
the  fpeech  of  the  executioners  to  Don  Carlos,  Prince  of  Spain,- 
when  they  went  to  ftrangle  him.  "  We  aflure  your  Royal 
Highnefs  it  will  be  very  much  for  your  good." 

It  had  been  faid  fome  perfons  gave  fair  notice  to  draw,  and 
offered  to  draw  tiie  tithe  licme  themfelves.  On  the  face  of  it,  it 
muft  be  a  trick,  for  it  pever  could  be  any  man's  advantage  to 
give  the  tithe  in  kipd,  as  no  one  pretended  to  fay  the  parfon  ever 
demanded  the  full  value  ;  very  high  prices  of  tithe  had  been  ftated, 
but  it  was  not  faid  they  were  above  the  real  value  in  thefe  parti- 
cular cafes.  But  fuppofe  they  were  drawn  home,  that  he  would 
Bot  lofe  in  the  carriage^  muft  depend  on  the  good  faith  of  the 
payer  of  tithe.  Who  would  thrafli,  ftack  it,  &c.  not  a  man  in 
the  country — aill  fworn.  If  one  or  two  men  gave  no.tice  to  draw. 
It  would  be  hard  to  deprive  them  of  their  legal  remedy,  but  if  a 
whole  parifh  did  it,  it  was  evidently  a  combination,  and  ought  tor 
be  treated  as  fuch. 

He  faid  the  Ecclefiaftical  Courts  were  faid  to  be  party  courts  ; 
would  the  law  courts  be  lefs  fo  ?  Had  the  clergy  much  reafon  to 
expeA  juftice  from  juries  compofed  of  the  payers  of  tithe,  if  we 
may  judge  from  the  perfecution  raifed  againft  them  of  late  ?  The 
colls  in  Ecclefiaftical  Courts  were  talked  of;  they  never  could 
exceed  il.  6s,  8d.  often  were  lefs,  according  to  the  circumftances 
6f  the  cafe.  The  clergy  were  accufed  of  opprefllon  :  Was 
there  any  benefit  of  clergy  which  fcreened  them  from  the  weight 
of  damages  ?  Did  not  the  total  dereliftion  of  legal  remedy  and 
the  recourfe  to  open  violence  prove  their  innocence  more  than  a 
thoufand  fa6ts  ?  I  wifh  to  Heaven,  faid  he,  that  gentlemen  had 
feen  as  much  as  I  have  of  the  ftate  of  thefe  fancied  oppreffors, 
labouring  through  life,  with  little  to  enjoy  and  nothing  to  fpare, 
at  length  arrived  at  fomething  like  competency  to  fupport  cxten- 
five  families ;  if  they  had  feen  them  as  1  have  done,  with  ruin- 
ed hopes  and  broken  hearts,  defponde^ncy  litting  amidft  the  blaft- 
cd  comforts  of  declining  life.  Is  all  your  pity  confined  to  the 
peafant.  Sufpefted  pity  I  whofe  handmaid  is  jntereft,  and  which 
extends  not  to  your  brothers— your  friends — your  immediate 
Wood — they  call  not  only  on  your  pity,  but  on  your  faith.  They 
embraced  a  profeiTion  on  the  public  faith — ^plighted  by  you— ^^ 
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plighted  by 'the  conftitution — plighted  by  the  Monarch's  oath. 
You  enticed  them  to  purchafe  education,  and  with  it  keener  fen- 
fibility,  nicer  feeling  of  mental  pain,  afpiring  thoughts,  and  ele- 
gant delires,  which  now  but  fcrve  to  fharpen  the  flings  of  difap- 
pointment.  They  call  on  you  to  fulfil  the  hopes  with  which  you 
taught  them  to  infpirc  their  children,  and  to  refcue  them  from  vio- 
leiice,.  from  pettifogging  tricks,  from  calumny  and  maledidlori. 
Thcfe  are  their  eyils  in  old  age,  when  the  fpring  of  aAion  is  gone 
down,  and  they  expelled  eafe  and  comfort  to  glad  their  declining. 
day;  like  the  wearied  mariner  coming  into  port,  and  finding  the 
enemy's  flag  Waving  on  the  battlements. 

He  faid  the  real  caafe  of  oppreflion  was  the  land-jobber  or 
middleman ;  he  having  racked  the  tenant  to  the ,  utmofl,  knew 
not  how  to  encreafe  his  rent  but  by  robbing  the  parfon.  He 
teaches  the  foolifh  peafant  to  curfe  the  parfon  for  the  weight  of 
his  fpade  and  the  fcantinefs  of  his  meat,  though  he  has  only  to 
Kft  up  his  eyes  to  his  titht-frce  neighbour,  and  fee  him,  labouring 
under  an  equal  want  of  comfort,  an  heavier  load  of  rent.  The 
refit  of  land  tithe-free  is  always  much  higher  than  of  other  land  i 
It  follows  plainly  that  not  a  holder,  in  Ireland  would  be  advan- 
ta^d  by  the  abolition  of  tithe  to-morrow.  The  friends  of 
humanity,  thefe  deliverers  of  the  pcafiantry,  would  raife  a  ilruc- 
turc  of  increafed  rent,  whofe  bafis  would  be  curfes  and  execration. 

He  lamented  thut  the  rights  of  the  clergy  had  been  treated 
with  fo  much  levity ;  they  were  not  now  fupported  upon  divine 
origin,  they  ftood  upon  the  laws,  the  conftitution,  the  articles 
of  union,  the  King's  coronation  oath  ;  in  times  when  religion 
was  young  and  fiourifhing,  they,  might  have  been ,  donations ; 
now,  that  fupport  would  not  do  in  depraved  times,  and  they 
v/ti'c  become  property,  was  it  fafe  to  fport  with  property  ? 
Rights  admit  not  of  degrees,  degrees  of  importance  they 
may  have,  degrees  of  fandlity  they  cannot  have;  the  rights 
of  the  «lergy,  fald  he,  are  fucred  as  thofe  of'  the  laity, 
both  much  founded  in  public  opinion,  much  relling  on  popular 
reverence  ;  if  the  comtxion  bt?fe  melts  away  both  llru6lnres  will  • 
totter ;  fport  with  the  rights  of  others,  if  the  moment  of  your 
fport  be  not  death  to  your  own  rights  ;,  is  it  policy  to  teach  the 
mob  all  this  fubtle  lojic,  to  make  your  peaiants  logicians,  and 
your  ploughmen  philofophers  f  See  to  what  fpecies  of  mental 
knight  errantry  thid  may  not  lead. — But  It  may  be  fald,  the 
clergy  do  not  rdide  to  do  their  duty.  This  is  not  true  ;  non- 
refidence  in  Munller  is  very  rare  ;  breach  or  negled  .of  duty 
may  be  punilhed  by  the  law  ;  but  do  you  4o  your  duty  ? 
.  Have  you  no  duty  to  your  country,  to  your  friends, 
to  yourfelv^s  ?  Do  you  do  your  duty  ? — The  clergy  have  too 
much.  Did  you  never  hear  of  Agrarian  laws  ?  Do  you  tliink  It 
is  eafy  to  perfuade  the.  famiflicd  bdggar  that  it  is  right  for  one 
m^n  to  have  ten  thoufand  a  year,  and  another  nothing  ?  You 
open  4:he  way  for  every  novelty  which  the  fertile  mind  of  man 
can  breed. 
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I  am  npt  fanciful  in  this,  the  thing  has  happened  in  the  lad 
age,  in  your  own  country.'  The  right  h>onourable  gentleman  is 
not  the  firft  Sampfon  who  has  pulled  down  the  pillars  of  the  tem- 
ple and  perifhed  in  the  ruins  ;  they  altered  the  church,  they  then 
found  it  necciTary  to  alter  this  Houfe,  to  alter  the  monarchy  and 
the  conftitution,  and  at  laft,  which  might  come  more  home  to 
the  feelings  of  gentlemen,  they  found  it  was  wicked  for  the 
Lord's  people  to  pay  rent — ^Take  care,  fays  an  ancient  author, 
how  you  pull  down  old  fabricks,  left  the  duft  put  out  your  eye^, 
whofe  Lyncean  opticks  would  be  able  to  pervade  the  fog  which 
might  be  raifed  around  us  ;  who  would  undertake  to  fay  to  the 
mob,  "  thus  far  (hall  ye  go,  and  no  further  ?**  Who  tliinks 
he  can  footh  Bedlam  into  peace,  deferves  a  cell  for  his  pains. 
Remember  the  Italian  epitaph, 

Stavo  heno^  Jlavo  megttore^  Jlo  qui, 

I  woi  welU  I  ivould  be  letter^  here  I  am. 

After  all  I  have  to  fear  that  anjr  fplendid  novelty  will  fpread 
ruin  over  this  facred  groimd ;  while  the  reign  of  reafon  aud  good 
fcnfe  continues ;  whik  religion  lives,  or  even  morality ;  while 
the  memory  of  the  revolution  banner  lives ;  the  Proteftant  reli- 
gion and  the  liberties  of  Ireland ;  fo  long  will  the  church  flouriili 
in  immortal  youth ;  retaining  the  Athenian  motto,  <*  dipping 
but  not  finking,"  Nicely  interwoven  in  your  conftitution,  clofely 
conne6ied  with  your  monarchy  you  cannot  fink  it ;  if  it  merged 
in  the  n^e  of  the  people  it  would  rife  again  in  the  dignity  of  this 
Houfe ;  if  it  fell  here  it  would  fhelter  itfelf  under  the  wings  of 
the  peerage ;  if  they  refufed  it  prote£lion,  it  would  hang  to  the 
title  of  the  Crown,  fk^le  as  the  Throne  Itfelf. 

When  I  confider  the  magnitude  of  die  fubje6l  and  Its  native 
ftrength,  I  am  almoft  aftiamed  to  think  I  liavc  prefumed  to  come 
forward  as  its  defender ;  and  my  only  apology  muft  be,  that  bred 
in  the  feminary  that  feeds  thofe  holy  fires,,  bound  to  proteA  its 
rights,  I  come  forward  to  fight  its  battles  almoft  from  the  foot  of 
the  altar. 

Mr.  FiTX HERBERT  faid  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  prefent 
bill  was  abfolutcly  neceifar}'  to  carry  into  efFcdl  the  intention  of 
the  former  Compenfatiqn-adt ;  the  obje8:  of  that  a£l  was  to  re- 
lieve from  oppreffibn  a  refpe<Slablc  .body  of  our  fellow  citizens, 
who  had  thrown  themfelyes  upon  the  protedion  of  Parliament, 
and  he  was  convinced  Parliament  never  would  refufe  that  protec- 
tion to  which  every  defcrlption  of  dutiful  fubjefls  had  an  un- 
doubted claim  ;  but  in  reading  the  bill  it  had  ftruck  him,  that  it 
might  be  poifible  to  difcrlminate  between  ccntrafts  forced  upon 
the  clergy  by  defigning  men,  and  .thofe  which  were  fair  apd 
legal.  That  he  had  mentioned  this  to  the  right  honourable  mover 
of  the  bill,  and  it  was  his  intention  to  prepare  ,a  claufe  to  that 
eSe^,  which  be  ho{>ed  would  give  general  fatisfa£iIon» 
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Mr.  Hayes  (of  Avondale)  f^id  he  begged  leave,  before  the 
queftion  was  put  on  th^  paragraph,  to  ftate  a  few  objedions, 
though  at  the  fame  time,  from  his  refpeft  for  the  church,  and 
his   opinion  of  the   abilities  and  good  intentions  of  the  right 

•  honourable  gentleman  who  btpuoht  in  the  bill,  he  would  move 
no  amendment  to  retard  its  projrrefs  in  the  ftage  it  then  was.-  He 
would  limply  ftate  what  he  thought  had  not  fufficiently  been  atr 

•  tended  to  by  the  right  honourable  mover.  His  ohje6lion  was,  in 
a  great  meafure,  founded  on  his  giving  an  unqualiried  compenfa- 
tion  to  all  ranks  and  conditions  of  men  any  way  connedled  with 
tithes,  without  the  leall,  difcrimination  between  the"  lay  impro- 
priator and  the  officiating  clergy  ;  between  thofe  who  negledled 
their  duty  and  thofe  conftantly  employed  iu  the  performance  of 
every  office  which  can  dignify  human  nature.  He  allowed  that 
what  the  ng}]t  honourable  gentleman  had  Hated  in  the  courfe  of 
the  debate,  removed,  in  fome  meafure,  his  objedtion  as  to  one 
point;  he  could  not  be  furprlzcd,  after  the  pi^ur^  given  of  the 
treatment  of  fome  refpecftable  charafters  in  the  South,  that  he 
had  introduced  a  claufe  to  the  priuciple  of  which  he  rouft  furely 
be  a  friend,  as  no  man  knew '  better  than  the.  right  honourable 
mover,  that  a  itipulation  of  refidence  has  accompauieid  every  aft 
for  the  fecurity  of  tithes  or  augmentation  of  falary  to  the  clergy, 

,    from  the  36th  Henry  VI   through  feveral  fuccceding  reigQs,  and 
at  four  different  periods,  frtjm  the  f  ft  to  the  3  ift  of  Geo.   1 1, 

He  owned,  he  fi^id,  that  whenever  it  was  practicable,  he  would 
wifti  to  fee  fome  fnch  regulation  obferved ;  it  gave  the  people  in 
fome  meafure  an  equivalent  for  what  they.  |>aid.     He  faid   he 
could  not  but  be  a  friend  to  the  refidence  of  the  clergy,  convinced 
as  he  v/as  of  its  great  effc^fi:  on  the  morals  and  the  manners  of  the 
people.    In  the  part  of  the  kingdom  he.  was  beft  acquainted  with,  a 
difpute  for  tithe  was  unknown,  and  a  non^refident  beneficed  cler- 
gyman equally  unheard  of.      Every  meafure  to  fectjre  the  rights  of 
the  clergy,  if  not  connedled  with  the  happiwjfeof.theparifhioners 
and  peace  of  the  countiy,  is  but  a  temporary  expedient'  at  beft. 
At  this  time,  .ho\\'ever,  he  would  make  no  motion  by  way  of 
amendment,  in  a  matter  of  fo  delicate  a  nature ;  he  wifhcd  for 
the  prefent  only  to  recommend,  not  enforce ;  and  though  he  was 
fcfifible  regulations  in  the  church  had  frequently  been  made  by  the 
authority  of  that  Honfe,  he  thought  it  might  come  with  equal 
•  force,  and  fuit  the  nature  of  the  fubjeft  better,  if  it  (hould  be 
taken  up  by  that  learned  and  exemplary  body  who  compofe  the 
'  right  reverend  bench.     Let  it  come  through  what  channel  it 
might,  he  hoped  to  fee  at  a  future  time  fucK  regulations  adopted^ 
as  might  eniure  refidence  for  a  certain  time  in  all  parifhes — a 
diviiion  of  fuch  unions  or  parifiies  as  are  too  thickly  inhabited, 
or  of  too  great  extent  to  be  properly  atteinded  to  by  their  prefent 
'ftat6, — and  a  better  provifion  made  for  the*  inferior  order  of  the 
flcrgy.     He  would  venture  to  affert,  fuch '  regulation  wquld  be 
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attended  with  the  greateft  advantage  to  the  peace  and  good  order 
of  the  kingdom ;  and  that  fuch  a  refidence,  accompanied,  as  ijt 
certainly  muft  be,  by  ads  of  humanity  and  benevolence,  when 
we  confidered  the  education,  the  chara£ier  and  rank  of  the  clergy, 
could  not  fail  in  time  of  producing  every  effedt  their  warmett 
advocates  could  wifh  for .;  they  would  receive  their  tithes  and  dues 
not  only  under  the  fandion  of  the  law,  but  as  the  free-will  offer^ 
ing  of  their  aflFedionate  parifliioners. 


Monday,  February   i8,  1788. 

Mr.  Charles  O'Neill  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  tp 
.order,  a  bill  for  the  amendment  of  the  law  in  certain  particulars 
therein  mentioned  ;  which  was  received  and  read  the  firll  time. 

Mr.  Trench  moved  "  that  the  proper  officer  do  lay  before 
the  Houfe,  an  account  of  the  number  of  perfous  buried  within  the 
parifhes  and  liberties  of  Dublin  refpedively,  between  the  ill  of 
January,  1785,  andthc  ift  of  Januaiy,  17^8,  diftinguifhing  each 
year ;  and  alfo  diftinguifhing  the  number  buried  within  the  chur- 
ches, and  the  number  burled  ijn  church  yards  and  other  burial 
grounds  ;  and  alfo  an  account  of  the  amount  of  the  fees  paid„  aad 
to  whom  paid,  upon  fuch  burials,  or  for  permilTion  to  ered  tomb^ 
Hones,  &c.  m  the  faid  parifhes  refpedively." 

He  faid  his  objed  in  calling  for  the  account  of  the  number  of 
perfons  buried,  was  to  (hew  the  -ill  confequences  that  may  pro- 
bably follow  from  permitting  perfons  to  be  buried  wkhin  the 
city.  And  now,  before  he  fat  dov/n,  he  would  give  notice,  that 
in  the  progrefs  of  the  Police-bilJ  he  fhould  move  two  refolutions, 
one  was  to  prevent  clerks  to  the  Divifional  Juftices  from  ading 
as  attornies ;  and  the  other  was,  that  the  tax  of  1 6s.  a  year  on  all 
fedan  chairs,  and  which  had  been  formerly  appropriated  to  the 
Foundling  H<?fpital,  and  lately  transferred  to  the  Commiffioner# 
of  Police,  which  was  exaggerated  to  amount  to  the  fum  of  500!. 
yearly,  but  which  fcarcely  exceeded  125I.  per  annum,  fhould  be 
applied  in  aid  to  the  funds  of  the  Lying-in-Hofpital,  which  at 
prefent  flood  very  much  in  need  of  afTiftance.  He  obferved,  that 
if  he  was  bafiled  when  the  bill  would  be  in  committee,  he  fhould 
propofe  his  refolutions  on  the  report  of  the  bill,  and  if  his  endea- 
Tours  to  fucceed  fhould  falj  in  the  Houfe,  he  would,  through  the 
medium  of  fome  noble  perfonage,  follow  it  in  the  next. 

Mr.  Browne  (of  the  College)  moved  "that  the  proper  of- 
ficer do  lay  before  the  Houfe  an  account  of  the  names  and  num- 
ber of  fuch  perfons  as  have  been  indided  at  the  feveral  commif- 
iions  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  goal  delivery,  and  at  the  federal 
«juar(;er  fcliions  held  in  and  for  the  city  and  county  of  Dublin,  fpj- 
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crimes^  and  mifdemeanors  committed  within  the  diftrift  of  the 
pircular  road,  from  December  the  ift,  1785,  to  December  the 
id,  1786  ;  and  from  December  the  ift,  1786,  to  December  the 
I  ft,  1787,  diilinguiihin^  each  year  refpediyely,  and  diftinguifti- 
jncr  thofc  who  were  found  guilty." 

He  faid  ihat  his  reafon  for  calling  for  thefe  returns  was,  that 
a  vei7  coniklerable  cxpence  had  accrued  from  defending  police  men 
who  were  indid^d  for  feveral  crimes,  and  that  this  ex  pence  ulti- 
mately fell  upon  the  citizens  of  DubUn,  and  from  the  informa- 
tion of  feveral  very  refpectable  perfons,  the  police  were  generally 
the  aggrefibrsofthe  lai»r. 

Mr.  Sherjdan  prcfented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  order, 
A  bill  for  puriifhing  mutiny  and  defertion,  and  for  the  better 
payment  of  the  army  and  their  quarters  within  this  kingdom; 
which  was  received  and  read  the  firil  time. 

The  Houfe  rcfolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe 
on  the  Compenfation-bill,  Mr.  Mafon  in  the  chair. 

The  Secretary  of^  State  propofeda  claufe  to- the  following 
cfTeyt :  "  That  in  all  cafes  where  the  farmer  fhoyld  have  juft.ly 
and  haneilly  fet  out  the  fair  and  legal  tithe  to  wjiif^h  in  law  and 
cpuFcIence  the  parfon  waa  entitled,  where  Jie  ihould  have  given 
the  proper  notice,  and  where  no  combination  (houldexiil  to  deter 
or  intimidate  the  parfon  from  drawing  his  tithes,  that  in  fuch 
cafes  the  parfon  neglcdting  or  refufing  fo  to  draw,  f^ould  have  no 
remedy  under  this  a£l." 

Mr.  CuRR/'^N  faid  fo  much  had  already  pafTed  upon -the  fubjed, 
that  he  was  determined  to  be  extremely  Hiort  in  what  he  would 
now  offer  to  the  committee.  The  queftion  induced  by  the  claufe 
jufl  read  was,  whether  the  committee'  were  determined  to  take 
Irom  the  farmers  the  commpn  law  right  they  no.wpoifefs,  of  fettir.g 
out  their  tithe,  and  allow  the  parfons,  whenever  throiigh  caprice 
or  any  other  motive  he  chufes,  to  refufc  them  this  right.  If  this 
was  the  intention  of  the  committee,  the  claufe  would  .moft  com- 
pleatly  .eife<9:  it,  but  if  the  committee  fliould  be  of  opinion  that 
to  fecure  the  rights  of  the  church,  the  rights  of  the  people  ought 
not  to  be  taken  away,  then  they  would  rejeft  this  chufe.  We 
are  now,  faid  he,  deviling  a  law  to  punifli  the  guilty,  but  I  ap- 
prehend there  is  no  law,  human  or  divine,  that  puniihes  the  in- 
nocent for  the  faults  of  the  guilty,  as  this  claufe. certainly  will  do 
if  admitted  into  the  bill ;  for  the  age  in  which  we  live,  is  not  fo 
immaculate,  but  we  might  find  men  who  under  tbi?  law,  would 
take  advantage  of  the  fitmtion  in  which  you  gre  going  to  put  the 
landholder.  The  plapfe  requires  that  the  tithes  (hall  be  fet  out 
jufifyi  and  fairly,  and  honeftly,  and  .that  there  Jhatt  he  no  c^mhinattm 
to  Merihe parfon  from.  dra'ti^nS ;  what  is  this  but  to  oblige  the 
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armer  to  prove  a  number  of  negatives  ?  Is  there  any  natural  rule 
)f  juftice  in  this  ?  A  parfon  brings  his  bill  againft  a  farmer,  the 
armer  proves  that  he  has  legally  and*  fairly  fet  out  his  tithes  ; 
his  is  very  well,  but  fays  the  judge  under  this  a6t  of  parliament, 

mnft  decree  again (i  you,  unlcfs  you  aftually  prove  that  there 
7as  no  combination  exifting  in  the  parifh  when  you  fet  them  out, 
nd  that  the  parfon  was  not  unlawfully  intimidated  from  drawing 
bem  I — Good  God  !  is  this  confonant  to  the  conllitution,  which 
eems  every  man  ijinocent  till  he  be  proved  guilty  ^  You  may  fet 
p  an  inquifitlon  to  make  law  fo  hateful,  that  people  (hall  fly  from 
s  tyranny,  you  may  force  them  by  pains  and  penalties  to  emi- 
rate to  foreign  lands,  happy  to  withdraw  their  necks  from  the 
arp  edge  of  t4iofe  ftatutes  which  they  cannot  otherwife  efcape ; 
ail  may  make  the  legiflature  odious,  and  caufe  legiflation  to  be 
)horred ;  but  to  wliat  good  will  this  conduce  ?  Were  it  not  better, 
you  will  take  an  indifcriminate  vengeance,  to  fend  out  armies 
id  let  them  be  glutted  with  (laughter,  if  the  poor  fqrvivors  (hall 
ijoy  their  liberty,  rather  than  let  Iriflimen  walk  about  with  thofe 
wsTianging  over  their  heads  ?  1  am  afliamed.  Sir,  to  fee  fuch  a 
aufe.brought  into  an  Irifh  Houfe  of  Comihons.  Sir,  I  refpeft 
€  church  perhaps  more  than  thofe  men  who  make  fuch  an  out- 
y  about  its  rights,  but  I  refpedl  the  conftitution  more,  and 
erefore  I  am  afhamed  to  fee  the  conftitution  overthrown,  from 
pretended  regard  to  the  church. 

Suppofe,  Sir,  I  am  cited  before  one  of  ray  learned  brethren, 
f  a  fuit  inftituted  under  this  bill,  I  (hew  to  the  fatisfadlion  of 
e  court,  that  I  h^ve  given  due  notice,  legally  fet  out  my  iithes, 
id  invited  the  parfon  to  draw  them  away,  which  he  has  refufed 
do  ;  fo  far  very  well ;  but  the  judge  tells  me.  Sir,  this  is  not 
iough,  you  muft  (hew  that  you  are  not  in  ^ny  unlawful  combi- 
tion,  that  there  Is  no  combination  in  the  parifh  5  nay  more, 
at  the  parfon  is  not  intimidated  by  any  apprehenfion  of  danger 
)m  drawing  them.  Sir,  the  conftitution  fays  that  if  a  man  be 
cufed  of  robbery,  of  high  treafon,  of  murder,  he  (hall  be  prefum- 

irinojcent  till  he  is  proved  guilty ;  but  this  claufe  fays,,  you 
all  be  fuppofed  guilty,  till  you  prove  not  only  your  own  inno- 
nce,  but  the  innocence  of  all  your  neighbours.  Sir,  I  fay  this 
a  law  pf  tyranny  and  oppreffion  ;  the  wretches  again(t  whom 
is  intended  cannot  come  to  your  bar,  and  fhew  their  nakednefs, 
eir  wretchednefs  and  poverty  ;  you  will  not  hear  them,  but 
ndemn  them  unheard,  in  a  claufe,  which  is  an  outrage  on  that 
\ ;  which  is  itfelf  an  outrage  on  the  conftitution. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Toler  fald  he  rofe  to  thank  the  right  honou- 
ble  gentleman  who  brought  in  the  bill,  for  the  regard  which 
:  had  fhewn  to  the  rights  of  the  conftitution,  while  he  was  en- 
»gcd  in  the  no  lefs  honourable  taflc  of  maintaining  the  rights  of 
ic  church.     He  was  cxtr;emely  furprlzed  at  what  the  laft  honoit- 
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Table  gentleman  h^d  advanced ;  he  was  certain,  he  would  rii)c 
his  reputation  upon  fudi  fort  of  argument  in  a  court  of  juftlce ; 
for  he  well  knew,  that  under  the  claufe,  no  m'a^  would  be  obligj. 
cd  to  prove  any  negative ;  all  that  was  neceffary  for  him  to  prove, 
was  the  fair  and  honeft  fetting  out  of  his  tithes,  and  if  the  pirfoa 
went  farther,  it  lay  upon  him  to  (hew  combination,  or  fufficient 
caufe  to  deter  him  from  drawing. 

The  Solicitor  Genfral. — After  what  has  been  faid,  and 
by  fuch  authority,  I  find  myfelf  called  upon  to  fay  a  word  re- 
fpe<Siing  this  bill,  though  from  the  fatigue  the  Houfe  has  endur- 
ed upon  this  fubjed^,  1  was  (JeJ:ermined  not  to  give  them  a  mo- 
ment's trouble, 

'  You  are  told  that  this  claufe  now  under. con fideration,  is  an 
outrage  upon  the  conftitution  ;  you  are  told  of  an  inquifition  of 
dragging  men  to  puni(hment ;  you  are  advifed  rather  to  fend  an 
army  to  maflacre  men,  than  to  deprive  them  of  jtheir  conftitutional 
rights,  and  keep  the  terrors  of  this  terrible  law  hanging  over 
them  J  and  finally.  Parliament  is  cenfurcd  in  terms  not  extremely 
delicate,  if  they  attempt  to  pafs  this  claufe.  Now,  in  my  mind, 
there  is  not  in  the  whole  bill  a  claufe  of  greater  mildnefs,  one 
more  perfectly  harmlefs,  or  more  confonant  to  the  principles  of 
common  equity,  than  that  which  the  honourable  gentleman  hifs 
undertaken  to  reprobate. 

What  is  the  hiltory  of  the  bill?  In  1786  and  1787,  the  cler- 
gy not  being  able,  from  the  combinations  wl\ich  then  exifted,  to 
get  their  tithes  in  the  ufual  way,  were  forced  to  enter  into  very 
unrcafonable  contrails  with  their  parifhioners;  thpfe  the  bill 
makes  void,  and  points  out  a  certain  mode  by  which  the  tithes  of 
1786  and  1787  may  be  recovered.  A  Hght  honourable  gentle- 
man, to  whom  this  country  owes  much,  who. is  always  alive  to  the 
conftitution,  and  whofe  opinion  has  great  weight  in  this  Houfe, 
thought  he  perceived  mifchief  in  the  bill ;  he  thought  it  invaded 
a  common  law-right,  and  he  propof^cj  an  adjournoaent,  that  an 
opportunity  might  be  had  of  framing  a  daufe  ,tQ  obviate  the  in* 
conyeniencies  he  thought  he  had  difcovered.  The  nght  honoura- 
ble gentleman  wlio  introduced  the  bill  framed  this  claufe  to  rc- 
^tnoYe  every  doubt ;  and  iht  claufe  is  now  called  a  violation  of 
natural  juflice ;  an  outrage  upon  a  bill  that  is  itfelf  ^n  outrage 
!  upon  the  conftitution :  That  neither  one  or  other  violates  t^c 
conftitution,  will  not  be  hard  to  ihew. 

We  will'fuppofe  a  cafe  where  the  clergyman  fues  one  of  his 
parifhioners  under  this  bill ;  if  the  farmer  can  fhew  that  he  has 
fairly  and  honcftly  fet  oyt  liis  tithe  after  due  notice  given,  the 
judge  mud  decree  in  his  favour,  unlefs  the  parfon  can  prove  fome- 
^xahsLf^pr  other  that  will  undo  tliat  evidence  :  Now,  where  is  the 
•^tyranny  and  opprcflion  }n  all  this  ?  Is  it  not  the  pra(5lice  in  afl 
^ourts  of  equity  at  this  very  moment  ?  Yet  this  is  the  claufe  that 
is  to  overthrow  the  conftitution,- that  is  to  ftamp  the  legiflatuix 
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witli  difgrace,  that  is  to  be  carried  to  the  South,  and  foufe  that 
province  to  arms ! 

Sir,  while  I  talk  of  this  ftile  of  arguijig  with  derifion,  I  profeft 
:hat  I  love  the  law,  that  I  love  the  conftitution  as  much  as  any 
nan  that  hears  me  ;  I  love  the  people  too  ;  Sir,  they  are  my 
ellow  fubje6ls,  they  are  my  fellow  creatures  ;  I  am,  and  ever 
hall  be,  fo  far  as  my  abihty  goes,  ready  to  help  and  ferve  them  ; 
>ut  I  will  not  minifter  to  their  follies,  or  miflead  their  ignoranqe. 
n  the  laft  feffion  we  paffe*!  a  law  which  has  been  found  to  pRi- 
ucea  good  efFeA  ;  the  fpirit  of  fedition  is  almoft  laid.  1  (hould 
jjoice  to  fee  that  that  law  fhould  no  longer  be  found  neceffary  ; 
lildnefs,  I  hope,  will  produce  that  efFe<?t,  and  I  truft  that  we . 
lall  never  again  fee  a  necefTity  for  thefe  occafionaal  a6ls  of  Par- 
ament,  for  it  is  my  wifh  to  fee  the  people  governed  by  mjld  and 
jual  laws. 

I  formerly  gave  an  account  to  the  Houfe  of  what  I  fiad  been 
)le  to  obferve,  in  a  ftation  where  I  happened  to  b£  placed,  of 
le  caufes  of  the  infurrcftions  5  I  did  then,  and  do  ftill  think, 
lat  the  clergy  were  mild  and  moderate  |  I  refided  for  eight 
eeks  in  the  mod  diflurbed  part  of  the  country,  I  kept  my  door 
)en  for  every  madman,  every  violent  man,  every  foolifh  man 
at  chofe  to  come  to  me ;  I  heard  all  their  complaints  and  all 
eir  ftories,  and  do  declare  that  from  all  I  could  hear,  even  from 
cir  mod  furious  oppofers,  there  was  no  caufe  of  complaint  of 
c  clergy,  taking  them  as  a  body.  There  are,  no  doubt  amongft 
sm,  as  in  all  large  bodies,  unreafonable  men,  avaricious  men, 
d  fordid  men,  but  their  number  is  very  fmajl. 

I  would  not,  at  the  fame  time  that  I  am  an  advocate  for 
ace,  be  thought  a  friend  to  exadlipn.  I  have  heard  fomc 
tements  made  in  this  conimittec  which  I  think  are  highly  im«. 
jper,  highly  reprehenfible  ;  but  I  am  certain  what  has  paffed 

II  have  the  very  beft  efFe6l,  for  when  the  clergy  and  the  laity 
,  that  the  Parliament  are  refolved  to  do  equal  juftice,  I  trull 
(hall  never  more  hear  of  thefe  difgraceful  contentions. 

I  ^n>  convinced  that  a  right  hon.  gentleman  oppofes  this  bill 
on  the  pureil  principles,  but  I  befeechhim  not  to  countenance, 
his  powerful  nanie,  the  hopes  of  feditious  men  ;  the  country 
I  feen  him  undertake  the  moft  difficult,  and  what  were  then 
>ught  the  molt  hopelefs  caufes ;  they  have  feen  him  with  a 
gnanimity  and  perfeverance  only  to  be  matched  by  his  exalted 
lities,  conquer  every  difficulty,  and  bring  his  country  to  a 
lation  of  fecurity  through  obftacles  deemed  infurmountable, 
is  known  that  he  never  failed  in  any  obje^l  he  ever  undertook  ; 
at  pity  then  would  it  be,  fhould  he  adhere  to  this,  in  which  he 
not  fucceed  without  doing  a  mifchief  that  would  (hake  that 
iftitution  which  he  has  eftablifhed  ?  Let  him  leave  the  conduft 
the  clergy  to  the  right  rev.  bench ;  if  any  (as  fome  few  I 
ifefs  there  are)   have  erred,  they  will  find  monitors  there,     I 
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inift  that  right  rtv.  bench  will  at  their  vititattons  exprcfs  their 
fcntimcnts  upon  this  fubjeft  ;  I  truft  we  (hall  fee  them  circulated 
in  j^aftdral  letters,  and  that  every  means  will  be  taken  to  proinotc 
Tdidence,  moderation,  brotherly  love,  charity  and  forgivencfs  of 
injuries  ;  and,  if  a  few  clergymen  (hall  be  found  fo  loft  to  reafon 
end  religion,  as  to  reje^  the  admonitions  and  authority  of  their 
bifhops,  1  trufl  the  legiflature  will  then  ftep  forth  and  arm  tlic 
right  rev.  bench  with  power  to  reftraiii  aid  punifh  every  impro- 
per procedure  of  fuch  clergymen. 

Mr.  Grattan  faid  the  public  mind  was  not  by  any  means  fo 
likely  to  be  agitated  by  repeating  a  fubj£<£t,  ever  fo  much,  as  by 
pafiing  an  improper  a^  of  parliament,  and  no  a6t  had  ever  given 
the  people  of  the  South  fuch  ftrong  and  general  terror,  as  tk 
▼ery  a6l  liow  under  debate.  The  right  hon.  mover  had  ftated  it 
SiS  a  bill  of  exigency,  upon  which  he  had  propofed  a  provifo, 
which  he  now  repeated,  faving  to  every  man  his  common  law 
rights,  unlefs  he  (hould  be  proved  guilty  of  fome  of  the  offences 
ftated  in  the  bill.  Would  the  bill  he  demanded  Hand  that  teft  ?  If 
it'wojald,  why  not  adopt  the  provifo  i  If  it  would  not>  it  ought 
not  to  be  palled. 

The  Attorney  General. — I  have  heard  it  faid  that  thia 
bill  invades  the  conftitution,  and  deprives  the  fubjeft  of  his  trial 
by  jury  ;  nothing  can  be  more  eafy  than  to  talk  in  this  manner 
and  make  general  affertions.  But  where  did  he  find  that  tithe 
caufes  are)  cognizable  by  juries  ?  Every  man  who  has  the  (hadow 
of  an  idea  of  law  knows  they  are  not ;  and  every  man  who  knows 
law,  knows  that  if  this  bill  had  never  had  exiftence  the  clergf 
might  recover  their  rights  in  a  court  of  equity.  The  bill  docs 
only  enable  them  to  recover  in  a  more  fummary  way,  and  at  a 
much  lower  expence  to  all  parties  j  it  gives  the  parfon  a  right  to 
lue  before  the  judge  of  the  land,  inflead  of  dragging  the  farmer 
into  one  of  thofe  Ecclefiaflical  Courts,  tVe  abufe  of  which  foJ-med 
the  fubjed  of  debate  for  two  days  laft  week. 

It  has  been  aflerted,-  that  this  bill  throws  unconftitutional  dif- 
iiculty  upon  the  fanner,  by  obliging  him  to  prove  a  negative, 
"  that  there  is  no  combination,  &c."  I  deny  it ;  if  the  farmer 
gives  due  notice,  and  proves  that  he  has  legally  fet  out  his  tithes, 
I  rely  upon  it  tlxat  the  party  fuing  mud  prove  a  fraud  to  entitle 
him  to  recover. 

The  right  hon.  gentleinan  had  propofed,  a*?  a  teft  of  the  bill, 
^  provifo,  to  faveto  every  man  his  common  law  right,  unlefs  it 
ihould  be  proved  that  he  had  committed  f(xme  offence  defcribedis 
the  bill ;  and  he  had  afl^ed,  wquld  the  bill  ftand  this  teft  ?  Cer- 
tainly it  would  not ;  for  that  teft  would  be  fubverfive  of  the  con- 
ftitution— it-would  make  a  ciiminal  profecution  anclllaiy  to  aci- 
▼II  fuit» 
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In  the  courfe  of  his  argument  the  right  Hon.  gentleman  has 
faid,  we  do  not  know  the  people  of  the  South.  I  cannot  agree 
in  that  opinion*  I  rather  apprehend  from  fome  things  the  right 
hon*  gentleman  has  ftated,.  that  he  does  not  know,  them.  I  have . 
lived  amonffft  them  almoft  my  whole  life — ^he^  but  a  few  weeks^ 
I  am  tery  clofely,  and  have  been  very  early  attached  to  them,  and 
God  forbid  that  I  fhould  ever  contrilnite  to  put  Jt  into  the  power 
of  any  fet  of  men  to  opprefe  them  ;  but  I  will  again  ftate  what- 
I  mentioned  befort,  that  it  is  the  duty,  of  the  landlord  to  proteiS: 
his  tenants ;  and  if  landlords  would  take  the  trouble  to  know 
their  tenantry,  and  not  leave  them  in  the  hands  of  rapacious  agents 
and  middlemen,  we  fhould  hear  no  more  of  difcontents ;  for,  I 
affert,  that  the  great  fource  of  all  their  miferies  arifes  from  the 
ncglcft  of  thofe  whofe  duty  and  intereft  it  is  to  proted  them. 

The  committee  went  through  the  feveral  clatifes  of  the  bill 
without  any  divilion. 

Tuesday,  February   19,  1788. 

Mr.  Ga.rd  I  ner  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  im-, 
provement  of  the  principal  avenues  leading  to  the  city  of  Dublin^ 
by  ered^ing  turnpikes  thereon. 

Sir  Frederick  Flood  faid  he  rofe  to  oppofe  the  principle  of 
fuch  a  bill ;  he  expreffcd  his  aftoniftimcnt  at  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman's perfeverance  in  a  meafure  diflikcd  within  the  Houfe,  and 
execrated  without.  He  muft  indeed  have  a  ftrong  paflion  for 
refilling  the  wiflies  of  his  conftituents,  when  he  fo  often  rerivedas 
meafure  of  which  they  had  fo  often  declared  their  abhorrence.  It 
is  true,  faid  he,  a  iimilar  bill  had  been  fmuggled  through  the 
Houfe  laft  year,  at  the  time  of  the  allizes,  when  there  were  not 
fifty  members  in  the  Houfe,  but  the  peers  had  treated  it  as  it  de- 
ferred, and  rcjedled  it  with  indignation  ;  and  could  he  for  a.  mo- 
ment fuppofe  the  preferit  bill  would  pafs  in  any  but  an  empty 
Houfe  ?  It  would  be  but  a  refurreAion  to  a  fecond  condemna- 
tion; at  the  fame  tirne  he  deemed  ttis  con ftant  teizing  the  Houfe 
«pon  a  fubjeA  fo  odious,  very  unparliamentary,  and  he  was  in-f 
clincd  to  think  rather  unconllitutional ;  and  taking  the  frequent 
decifion?  againft  it  as  a  proof  that  the  principle  was  obnoxious, 
and  therefore  inadmiifible,  he  (hould  "oppofe  the  motion  for  leave 
to  bring  in  fuch  a  bill ;  and  he  obfcrved,  that  he  underftood  laft 
feliion  from  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  that  he  would  not  then 
prefshis  bill  till  he  and  feveral  other  gentlemen  returned  from  the 
afUzes. 

Sir  Francis  Hutchinson  faid  he  was  againft  the  bill,  and 
declared  he  fhould  vote  againft  the  introdudlion  of  it. 

Sir  Henry  Cavendish  faid  he  wifhed  to  know  if  it  was  a 
fimilar  bill  to  the  one  which  had  been  introduced  by  the  right  hon* 
gentleman  laft  feffion. 


Digitized 


by  Google         ^-. 


ilo 


PARLIAMENTARY 


[Fit  I 


'r 


!|i  n 


N>1J 


Mr.  G  AftDiN  ER  faid  the  bill  had  for  its  objedi  a  general  pm 
for  he  underftood  that  particular  bills  were  intended  tobemor 
for,  for\he  roads  on  the  North  fide  of  the  city,  and  which  wt 
to  be  put  under  the  dire^ion  of  diftindt  truftees.  He  faid  I 
objeci  was  to  get  good  roads,  and  every  perfon  who  knows  i 
thing  of  the  county  of  Dublin,  muft  know'that  the  roads  ait 
a  mod  wretched  ilate,  and  in  fome  places  almoft  impaffable.  . 
to  what  the  hon.  baronet  had  faid  in  refpe£l  to  its  beincr  unparl 
mentary  to  bring  on  the  fame  meafure  in  different  leflions, 
that  pofition  was  true,  we  {hould  not  have  at  prefent  an  Oft 
nial  Bill,  or  a  modification  of  Poyning's  law,  and  he  was  co 
dent  that  this  fne^fure  will  be  ultimately  carried  into  effe6l. 
to  the  charge  of  impropriety  in  hurrying  on  his  bill  laft  feffi 
he  ilood  acquitted  of  it,  for  he  declared  he  waited  eleven  d 
after  the  affizes  were  over,  expelling  the  arrival  of  the  hoiL 
ronct,  before  he  proceeded  oh  it. 

Sir  Henry  Cavewdish  obfervcd  that  as  the;  right  hon.  g 
tlcman  had  declared  his  objedl  was  to  get  a  good  road,  he  flic 
vote  for  the  introdu&ibn  of  the  bill,  if  it  was  fol"  no  other  G 
than  for  the  novelty  of  having  a  good  turnpike  road. 

Mr.  Ogle  faid  the  objefl:  had  been  already  fo  often  dlfcu 
in  the  Hpufc,  and  every  thing  faid  both  for  and  againft  the  n 
fure,  and  it  had  been  already  fo  often  rejefted,  that  he  (he 
oppofe  the  introduftion  of  the  bill  fnthe  firft  inftance., 

Mr.  CuFFE  faid  he  (hould  vote  againft  the  introduAion  of 
bill";  at  the  fame  time  he  was  really  furprized  that  the  right  li 
gentleman  would  fo  ardently  perfevere  in  a  meafure  fo  difguJI 
td  the  inhabitants  of  the  chy  of  Dublin,  a  city  that  the  rij 
hon.  gentleman  had  many  obligatroas  to  ;  and  he  declared  tha 
he  proceeded  on  his  bill,  he  fhould  call  on  the  city  to  petit 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  agaiffft  its  paflln^  into  a  law^  and 
would  bring  forward  the  petition  himfclf. 

Mr.  Cur  RAN  faid  he  hoped  the  right  hoii.  gentleman  wbi 
not  at  this  particular  period  prefs  the  introduction  of  the  bi 
the  afiizes  were  juft  at  hand,  and  feveral  gentlemen  would  be  i 
der  the  necelfity  of  leaving  town  ;  and  as  it  was  coming  forwi 
in  a  queilionable  fhape,  and  likely  to  be  difcufTed  in  an  einf 
Plouft,  however  painful  it  muft  be  to  him  to  oppofe  any  meafi 
popofed  by  the  right  hon  gentleman,  he  fliould  certainly  vc 
againft  the  introduction  of  the  bill ;  at  the  fame  time  he  obfo 
ed,  that  it  would  come  with  more  grace  when  the  Houfe  (hot 
be  full ;  and  He  declared  that  if  the  right  hon.  gentleman  woo 
tonfent  to  poftpone  it  till  after  the  recefs,  he  (hould  then  voter 
tlie  introdu6lion  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Berks  FORD  faid  he  was  for  giving  leave  to  have  thcbi 
ini reduced,  ii*  order  to  know  what  it  contained. 
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Mr.'  G A RDi N  E R  faid  he  woilld  not  coBfent  to  poftpone  ttc  bill ; 
that  from  the  likelihood  of  there  being  a  very  (hort  feffion,  there 
would  not  be  very  much  time  tp  fpare,  and  he  therefore  infiiled 
on  taking  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe. 

On  the  queftion  being  put  for  leave  to  bring  in  the  bill,  the 
Houfe  divided, 

Ayes,  —  —  51 

Noes,  —  —  50 

Mr.  Hartley  moved,  that  Counfelbelieard  before  the  com- 
mittee on  the  Police-bin  on  Friday  next. 

Mr.  Marcus  Beresford  objeded  to  Counfel  being  heard 
before  a  committee,  as  it  was  informal. 

Mr.  Cur  RAN  faid  there  was  a  refpe6t  owing  to  the  city  of 
Dublin,  and  their  petition  ought  to  be  attended  to ;  and  it  fhould 
not  be  fet  afide  for  any  point  of  form  ;  it  was  not  afting  with 
that  decorum  that  was  p^ing  from  that  Houfe  to  the  metropolis 
of  the  kingdom. 

Mr.'  Beresford  faid  the  petition  was  not  from  the  city  of 
Dublin,  but  from  perfons  calling  themfelves  inhabitants  of  the 
city  of  Dublin  ;  and  he  afked,  what  would  they  petition  againll  ? 
Not  againft  the  bill,  which  is  not  as  yet  before  the  committee. 

Mr.  Hartley  faid  he  adniitted  that  the  petition  was  not 
from  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  but  it  was  from  a 
'  vfry  numerous  and  refpeftable  part  of  the  inhabitants,  who  paid 
taxes,  and  who  were  afFe6led  by  the  tax  ;  and,  he  faid,  it  was 
taking  a  kind  of  little  advantage  in  endeavouring  to  get  rid  of 
the  petition  by  a  point  of  form. 

The  Houfe  went  into  committee  on  the  tobacco  bill,  Mr.  Ma- 
fon  in  the  chair. 

Sir  Hugh  Hill  faid  he  hoped  the  port  of  Derry  would  not 
1  be  excluded  from  importing  tobacco.  He  faid  that  port  poffefled 
la  great  part  of  the  tobacco  trade  of  this  kingdom,  and  it  would 

be  cruel  to  deprive  the  merchants  of  fo    extenfive  a  branch  of 

commerce. 

Mr.  Alexander  faid  it  would  be  very  hard  on  the  merchants 
;  of  Derry,  if  they  were  to  be-  excluded  from  fo  ptodudive  and 
beneficial  a  trade.  He  reminded  the  Houfe  of  the  loyalty  and 
affeftion  the  people  of  Derry  had  fhewn  to  the  Proteftant  Go- 
vernment ;  and  he.  hoped  gentlemen  would  not  reward  their  me- 
rits by  fo  cruel  an  exclufion  :  He  "therefore  moved,  that  the  port 
of  Londonderry  fliould  be  included. 
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Mr.  0*Nb  '  LL  faui  he  would  fnpport  Mr,  Alexander's  motion^ 
and  he  hoped  the  HouTe  would  not  forg€t  the  ftand  that  tewn 
made  againft.  tyranny  and  defpotifm. 

The  Attorney  General. — I  am aftoniflied  to  fee  thepeoplf 
of  Deny  have  the  prcfumption  to  deiire  to  be  included  in  tli 
bill.     Sir,  it  is  notorious  to  every  one,  that  not  above  nine  hogl 
^  heads  of  tobacco  have  paid  duty  in  the  port  of  Dcity  lad  year 

and  it  is  as  notorious  that  twelve  hundred  have  been  fmuggltt 
I  '  Perhaps  gendemen  do  not  know  the  manner  this  trade  is  cdnie 

on.  I  will  tell  them — An' American  fhip  appears  on  the  coaft- 
immedlately  boats  go  off  to  her  laden  with  money,  by  way  i 
bailall — they  bnng  in  their  cargoes  of  tobacco,  which  are  pa 
for  in  hard  guineas,  every  one  of  which  are  carried  to  Amenc 
Nay,  fo  much  do  they  hold  the  law  in  derifion,  tiiat  they  ha 
named  the  creek  where  thifr  is  chiefly  carried  on,  Beresfa 
Creek  ;  and  fo  much  do  they  defy  the  law,  tlmt  they  have  afixi 
rate  for  fmiigglirig — a  guinea  a  hogfheadw— After  thiV,  can  tli 
cxped  the  indulgence  of  the  Houfe  ? 

I 
Mr.  Stewart  faid  that  what  his  right  honoi^rable  frie 
fthe  Attorney  Genci*al]  had  Hated  was  really  the  cafe  on  \ 
coaft  of  D'linegal,  biU  not  at  Derry.  So.littie  had  the  merchai 
of  Derry  to  fay  to  it,  that  he  was  afTured  th;^  firrnggluig  tr? 
<vas  fuppotted  by  the  capitals  of  fome  eminent  merchauts 
Dublin  ;  and, he  therefore  hoped  the  citizensrcf  Derry  wouldi 
fuxTer  for  the  faults' of  otheis.  I 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer   oppofed   the  ii 
tion  on  the  fame  grt>uiKis  with  the  Attorney  General. 
,  jf  \ 

Mr.  Beresford  faid  that  the  inrported  tobacco  which p 

duty  at  Derry  laft  year,  was  nothing  in  corr.parifon  to  what  i 

fmuggled ;  there   had  been    about    fixty-one   hogOjeads  kg; 

landed,  nine  of  which  paid  duty,   fotirtten    were    in   the'  llo: 

and  the  rell  bonded  and  ic-exported,  Which  he  had  every  rea 

to  believe  had  been  landed  again  in  this  kingdom ;  a  practice  ini 

more  detrimental  to  the  revenue  than  down-right  fmugglmg, 

,  It  produced  not  only  the  inconveniences  of  actual  fmuggHng, 

there  was  a  bounty  paid  to  the  fmuggler  thereupon.      In  Gr 

Britain  there  were  but  feven  ports  where  tobacco  could  be  la 

ed,  one  in  Scotland  and  fix  in  England,  of  u  hich  there  v/as 

one  on  the  Eiftt  fide  of  England,  viz.  Hullj  while  in  thiskii 

!    ^      ^  dom  there  are  no  lefs  than  eleven  :  fo  much  advantage  has  i 

^  kingdom  over  Great  Britain.     But  fuppofe,  faid  he,  we  allo^ 

j  tiie  port  of  Londonderry  to  import  tobacco.     An  honour: 

*  member  [Mr  Stewart]  has  affured  the  Houfe  that  thcfe  prad) 

are  confined  to  the   Donegal  coaft;  furely,  nothing  would 

eaficr  for  a  vefiel  hovering,  on  this  coaft,  wh^^a  quellionedj  tl 
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to  anfwer,  fhe  was  bound  for  Perry: ;  thosgh  the  next  momeat 

Ihe  fmuggled  the  greateft  part  of  her  cargo  on  that  la^idefs  coaft, 
3nd  entered  the  port  of  Denrj  whb,  i^haps,  not  one-tenth 

Mr.  BoTD  faid  he  rofe  to  remind  the  Hoofe  of  the  many  of»G- 
j^txons  they  owed  that  city.  Confider,  faid  he,  that  bnt  for 
their  exertk>n.s,.  yon  would  not  fit  here  as  a  Proteftant  Parlament 
•«— l^nt  for  them  the  Houfe  of  Hanover  would  not  now  fo  gloii- 
cmfly  rule  thefe  kingdoms — ^but  for  them  a  defpot  would  rule  you 
with  a  rod  of  ircm,  and  fu petition  veil  your  minds:  And  is  it 
t^  thofe  people  yon  refuie  fo  fmaQa  favour,  as  to  p^crmit  them  to 
&are  a  trade  fo  advantageous  to  this  kingdem  \  Take  care  how 
yoB  invade  the  charter  of  this  city.  The  diarter  of  this  city 
permits  tKem  to  trade,  and  you  circumfcrihe  that  charter :  Bnt 
they  have  not  only  a  cWm  on  your  gratitudey  hut  your  juftice  ; 
and  this  HouiJe  I  hope  will  nCO;  refufe  a  booa  fo  fmaU  to  this 
Xoyal  city. 

Mr.  Rici^ARO  H.  HuTCrfiKfsoii  oppofed  the  motion,  and 
xnentioned  that  a  fei^ure  was  made  at  one  time  in  the  port  of 
I>erry,  of  no  lefsthan  four  tllouiaAd  pounds  worth  of  tobacco,' 
%y  a  right  honourahk  friend  ot  his,  [Sir  Hercules  Langrifiie.] 

Mr.  CtTRRAN. — I  have  always  coniidered  an  high  duty  on  any 
commodity  as  a  premium  to  the  contrahand  trade^.  This  Houfc  * 
bas  been  repeatedly  moved  to  lower  the  duty  on  tobacco  from  ten 
to  ^n.  The  conduct  of  the  gentlemen  who  condu^l  the  revenue 
department  remin<i&  ^P  of  ^  circumflaiice  which  happened  in  oui* 
Univerfity  fome  time  ago : — The  lads  had  got  a  cuftom  of  break- 
iog  the  lamps ;  for  a  long  time  there  could  be  found  no  remedy 
for  this  grievance,  but  mending  them  virhen  broken,  till  at  length  a 
-^^ery  fagacious  member  of  the  Board  of  Fellows  hit  upon  a  very  ex- 
t;raordinary  expedient :  **  The  lamps,  fatd  he,  cannot  be  well 
broken  in  the  day  without  immediate  detcftion,  wherefore,  if  they. 
"Vi'cre  talcen  down  at  night-fall  every  evening,  and  pot  up  every 
morning,  the  mifchief  might  be  prevented/*  The  learned  doctor's 
argument  hai  been  adopted  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  revenue  ; 
tbey  find  that  fmuggling  has  rifen  to  a  great  height,  they  then 
ihut  up  the  port»,  thereby  nuking  them  of  no  ufe*  He  faid  he 
was  forry  to  find  that  the  practice  of  changing  the  revenue  officers 
from  time  to  time,  which  was  fuccefsfully  followed  in  England, 
was  not  adopted  here  ^  nay,'  fo  long  were  they  allowed  to  remain 
in  ooe  fituation,  ^hat  they  were  incorporat(*d  with  the  pec^e, 
and  became  of  the  faniie^  common  intereft,  and  fuch  root  did  they 
take  in  fome  places,  that  they  were  even  retiurned  as'  members  of 
parliament  to  this  Houfe. 

Vol,  VIII.  T 
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Mr.  Bbresford  afTured  Mr.  Ciirran  that  three-fourths  of 
the  officers  of  the  port  of  Derry  had  been  changed  from  time  to 
time. 

Mr.  CuRRAN. — But,  pot  tp  trouble  the  Hbufc  any  longer, 
I  will  add  but  one  argument  mere  :  In  the  menjorable  year  1688, 
tht  cliizcus  of  Dcrry  (hut  their  gates  againft  a  tyrant,  in  dcftncc 
of  your  rch'gion  and  conflitution  ;  and  fhdl  it  be  faid  that,  in 
1788  the  doors  of  this  Houfe  were  fhut  againft  their  prayers? 

.  Upon  a  divifion  there  appeared  • 

For  the  motion  .   _  1,8  . 

Againft  it  —  — ^    ■         72 

T  e  Committee  then  proceeded  through  the  bill,  and  Mr. 
Ma  fori  left  the  chair. 


Wednesday,  February  jo,  1788.- 

Mr.  '"I^rekch  fafd  there  wereiii  all  fodeties  certain  vicej  it  warf 
itnpoflible  to  reprefs,  but  which  iir?ght  be  converted  to  public  ad- 
vantage. What  in  fome  tlaiTcS  was  only  reprehenfible,  in  other» 
was  produdlive  of  every  fpecies  of  crime.  In  this  light  heiicld 
gambling — an  ordeal  that  moft  of  his  heaters,;  lie  believed^,  had 
gone  through,  and  which  might  in  the  firft  claifs  be  c'onfidered  as 
an  engine  of  policy,  like  fines  in  the  time  of  Henry  VI  I.  for 
opening  cftatcs,  but  which  in  the  inferior  clafTes  Was  p^odii'dtive' 
of  breach  of  trufl:,  forgery  and  muirder.  He  wlfhed  to  Cuppfcfs 
gamblitig,  or  to  turn  it  to  account — it  was  a  fliift,  but  not  his 
laH.  He  wiflied  gentlemen  to  conCder  againft  Friday,  when  the 
comfniftee  was  to  fit  on  tlie  Poh'ce-bill,  whetb.er  it  might  not  be' 
advifuhle  to  Ilccilfe  houfes  for  cards  at  a  fmall  fum,  but  refponfi- 
b!e  fsicurity^: — and  fcir  dice,  at' a  fum,  and  fecurity,  much  more 
confidcrabij  ?  But  the  oj^nion  of  gentlemen  fliould  regulate  his 
procccJing  ;  for  if  any  pctfo'ns  wtfc  averfe  he  would  give  up  the 
iiiiarurc.  •  ' 

Tlie  Chancfllor  of  tRc  ExcWequefC  ftid  he  ts'as  not  fo 
hardy  as  his  livnnurahle  friend,  to  wage  war  with  foftrongabody 
as  the  triSe  of  gamblers.  It  was,  he  confeficd^  a  Virtuous  and 
praife-wortliy  nndt-naking,  and  he  wufiied  it  fuccefs  i  though  rt 
was  more  than  lie  could  venture  to  hope. 

The  on'er  of  the  dny  being  read  for  reading  a  fecond  time  the 

Malahide  Turnpikc-bil' : 

Sir  Edward  Newenh AM  entreated  the  gentlemen  who  hsfd 
brought  forward  that  meafure  to  give  it  up  entirely.  He  faid  it 
was  obvious  to  him  that  in  a  llltk  time,  by  the  ill  effedls  of  turn- 
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Hk«,  the  roads  would  be  utterly  deftroyed ;  whereas  were  the 
fentkirien  to  r^linquiih  that  injurious  mode,  he  would  venture  to 
ouch  that  the  county  and  city  would  prefent  liberally  for  the 
epair  6f  the  roads. 

The  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time. 

A  petition  of  the  Cheque  Manufa6lurers  of  the  city  of  Lime-. 
ck,  whofe  names  are  thereunto  fubfcribed,  was  prefented  to. 
ic  Honfe  and  read  ;  fctting  forth,  that  by  feveral  wife  a£ls  of 
e  legidature  the  manufactures  of  linen  and  cotton  have  been 
uch  extended  and  fupported  by  the  premiums  granted  from 
ne  to  time  ;  that  the  petitioners  fee  the  advantage  which  arifes 
the  fair  manufacturers  of  printed  linens,  cottons  and  callicoes, 
)m  the  well-formed  regulations  in  the  adl  of  the  twenty-third 
d  twenty-fourth  years  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty, 
lich  a(^  the  petitioners  with  regret  fi^el  does  not  extend  to  cot- 
a  or  linen  cheque ;  the  petitioners  humbly  (hew,  that  feveral 
ixrufaflurers  of  cheque  dye  their  own  linen  and  cotton  yarn  blue 
th  logwpod,  and  fell  the  cheque  by  them  manufadlured  without 
irking  the  faid  cheque  with  words  denoting  that  the  blue  yarn 
:d  in  the  faid  cheque  is  dyed  with  logwood,  by  which  means 
7  are  enabled  to  tinderfell  the  petitioners,  who  always  dye  the 
rn  with  indigo ;  the  pfetitioiiers  humbly  fubmit  to  the  Houfej 
It  granting  bounties  on  the  manufacture  of  cheque  would  very 
ich  encreafe  that  mariufaAure,  and  that  it  would  induce  the 
:itioners  to  go  more  extcnfiVely  into  that  trade ;  and  therefore 
tying  encouragement. 

rhe  CHANCELLOR  OF  TH^  EXCHEQUER  faid  hc  undcrftood 
t  forrie  gentlemen  wiflied  time  to  make  up  their  minds  upon 
fubjedl  of  reducing  intercA;  it  was  by  no  means  his  inten- 
a  to  precipitate  the  meafure,  which  he  was  fure  would  be: 
nd  more  acceptable  the  ihore  it  was  under (lood;  he  wastherc- 
i  willing  to  let  ii  lie  over  till  Monday,  if  that  fhould  be  thought 
re  agreeable  to  gentlemens'  wilhes  than  going  into  it  now. 

5ir  Lucius  O'Brien  faid  he  believed  the  principle,  that  it  is 
ter  to  borrow  at  five  than  fix  per  Cent,  mull  be  univerfally 
iittcd*;  the  only  argument  then  that  could  be  urged,  was, 
tthe  country  was  not  yet  fully  ripe  for  fuch  an  event;  the 
foning  on  that  fa6l  would  bell  come  before  a  committee, 
iTty  he  doubted  riot,  that  it  would  be  /hewn,  that  money  for 
ry  purpofe  of  tra^e  and  commerce,  could  eafily  be  had  at  five 
cent,  and  where  he  would  take  the  liberty  to  propbfe  a  claufe 
the  bill,  which  would  rtmove  the  objeaions  that  had  been 
ie. 

rhe  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. — ^The  bill  is  as 
pie  as  any  thing  poilibly  can  be :  it  is  an  exad  tranfcript  of 
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the  former  Wh  f6r  rcdocing  intcreft,  and  therefore  if  tie  pro* 
priety  of  the  meafure  be  admktedi  there  caii<  be  my  difficulty  If 
to  the  bitt. 

Sir/  I  fhall  beg  leave  to  obfcrve,  that  this  i»  one  of  thofc  ««• 
fures  of  great  magnitude  which  has  come  before  the  Hoofe,  u«idcr 
very  unfortunate  circumftances,  bqt  which  if  once  reje6ied,  may 
liot  appear  agalnJ  Gentlemen  may  recolhft  that  this  Hoirfe  re- 
jected meafures  which  they  have  fitice  lamented,  becaufe  the 
opportunity  of  conveying  advantages  to  the  nation,  however 
ffidcntly  defired,  may  never  more  return,  and  therefore  they  ftiould 
give  this  meafure  a  full  and  candid  heai  ing,  an  impartial  difintcr- 
tailed  decifion,  left  they  add  one  to  the  number  oE  benefits,  the 
lofs  of  which  this  country  mufl:  evef  deplore. 

Every  gentleman  will  acknowledge  that  there  is  foraewhcrt  or 
other,  a  principle  that  a^s  ftrongly  throughout  the  whole  of  eur 
f  ride  and  commerce,  and  in  a  certain  ^cgrce  retards  our  profpc- 
rity.  Gentlemen  have  been  anxious  to  fiiid  out  what  this  fecrct 
principle  Is,  which  checks  all  our  efforts ;  which,  notwitbftand- 
hig  our  bountivrs  and  premiums,  keeps  us  dill  behind,  and  which, 
noiwlthllanding  the  emancipation  of  o\ir  tnide,  hangs  as  a  weight 
iip<in  us,  diagging  us  down,  and  reprefilng  the  energy  of  owe 
(fxcrtions  ;  to  rnc  it  appears,  that  this  counterpoifc  to  our  efFortf 
h  the  high  intertll  we  pay,  and  Parliament  ought  not  to  fhrink 
from  an  invel^gation  of  it,  becaufe  it  is  a  fabje<^  of  great 
-  magnitude. 

It  is  certarn  that  no  man  will  veft  his  money  in  trade,  which  is 
attended  vvitli  certain  trouble  and  fome  riflf,  unlefs  he  can  make  a 
prolk  confidevably  moz^  than,  the  intereft  it  would  produce  if  lent 
upon  fe!cun*t,y.  If  money  is  to  ftand  at  fix,^  no  man  will  trade  for 
a  profit  of  lels  than  eight  or  nine ;  he  will  rather  live  idly  uppn  his 
Miicrei^',  not  permitting  the  capital  to  fniftify  for  the  benefit  of  the 
^cuntry,  Tlie  legal  iivttreil  in  England  is  five,  her  traders  borrow 
a:  a  lov^vr  rate  >  bu*  at  beil  we  have  one  pei-tcnt.  agalnft  us,  which 
operates  not  upo»  our  manufat^ures  only,  but  upoa  our  ^xports, 
or.r  mci  chants,  and  our  faippiiig,  and  nothing  more  ftrongly  proves 
this,  than  that  oor  (liipping  Is  not  equal  to  the  confumption^o/ 
onr  country ;  under  thefe  mulfciplied  ujconvenlencies  we  are  to 
iwcQt  the  traders  of  otlier  nations- in  foreign  markets-  I  therefore 
.  aik,  gentlemen,  after  all  tli^  high-toned  language  that  we  h4« 
heard  concerning  free  trade-  and  extended  cotxunerce,  whether 
thjey  are  prepared  to  tell  the  country  they  muii  continue  to  labour 
under  thefe  dd^dvantages ! 

Sir,  having  juft  hinted  at  fome  of  the  difadvantagcs  arififlg 
fioni  high  .Intereit,  I  fhall. take  the  liberty  of.  anfwermg  one  or 
.two  general  obfcrrations,  that  were  thrown  out  when  firil  I  pro- 
pofed  this  meafure. 

.  It  was-firft  afTertcdy  that  (hould  we  lower  intereft  to  a  par  With 
En^^d,  all.  the  money  wpuld  go  there.  Now,  fuppofing  w€ 
do  lower  to  a  par  with  England,  the  confequencc  feared  isnot 
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teiy  probable ;  rfierc  is  fome  expence  and  rifk  in  the  changing  of 
(Security,  befides  a  certain  lofs  while  the  money  is  unemployed^ 
and  a  further  lofs  from  the  courfe  of  exchange  being  for  at  le,aft 
nine  months  in  every  year  in  fevour  of  thU  country,  and  this  latter 
circiimftance  muft  continue  fo  long  as  great  part  of  our  trade  h 
parried  on  by  Engliih  capitals,  for  the  r^iittances  to  Ireland  are 
Dot  only  the  value  of  our  dired^,  but  of  our  circuitous  exporta ; 
but  Should  we  to  a  certain  point  grow  rich,  we  fhould  then  change 
places  with  England. 

It  was  next  ftated,  that  the  money  now  lying  upon  Irifti  fecU" 
ities  would  be  all  drawn  away  fhould  intereft  be  reduced ;  but 
his  is  an  idk  terror ;  it  is  not  intended  that  the  law  fhould  have 
iny  retrofpeft,  and  therefore  mortgages,  inftead  of , being  called 
n,  would  be  afiigned  perhaps  not  without  a  preminm.  Gentle*, 
nen  need  not  therefore  be  alarmed,  and  as  to  borrowing,  they  have 
lot  much  to  fear,  ♦for  the  future  eftates  of  thi«  kingdom  are  tole- 
abiy  well  njortgaged  already.  However,  if  gentlemen  did  not 
pet  ntooey  to  diflipate  I  fhould  pot  exceedingly  lament  it,  for  it 
I  a  faife  wealth,  that  would  immediat,ely  be  withdrawn  (liould 
ny  diUf-efs  arife,  an4  therefore  would  only  tend  to  aggravate  that 
liftreff. 

Another  argument  that  I  have  heard  is,  that  money  will  always 
Ind  its  level.  This,  I  beg  leave  to  fay,  is  an  argument  exploded 
y  experience,  and  would  have  gone  e<jually  againft  any  rtdudi- 
n  of  intereft  at  any  tinje ;  but  I  deny  the  truth  of  it,  and  I 
flert,  that  intereft  fliould  be  r^ulated  by  law,  in  a  trad- 
ig  country,  as  low  aa'  the  ctrcumftances  of  that  country 
^ill  bear,  otherwife  the  honeft  induftrioua  trader  and  the  mer- 
bant  of  tj^at  country  will  never  be  able  to  borrow  a  farthing, 
>r  the  pleafurift  and  the  fpendthrift  will  always  be  ready  to  pur- 
bafe  the  loan  of  money  at  a  price  much  higher  than  the  profits 
f  the  merchant  or  trader  will  afford  him  tp  pay*  In  this  opinion 
am  fupported  by  that  excellent  writer,  §mith,  and  as  I  would 
ither  fpeak  from  any  authority. than  my  own,  I  fhall  quote  what 
e  fays  on  the  fubjed. 

*^  Though  the  intereft  of  tnoney  be  too  high.  It  will  jipt" 
ithftandiug  coiitinue  tp  be  borrowed  by  prodigals  and  projec- 
>rs,  who  alone  will  be  willing  to  give  an  high  intereft  for  it. 
ober  people,  who  will  give  for  the  ufe  of  money  no  more  than  a 
ait  of  what  they  are  likely  to  make  by  the  Ufe  of  it,  will' not 
enture  into  the  competition  j  a  gr^at  part  of  the  capital  of  the 
ountry  would  thus  be  kept  out  of  the  hands  which  are  likely  to 
lake  a  profitable  and  advantageous  ufe  of  it,  and  thrown  into  thofe 
bat  are  moft  likely  to  wafte  and  deftroy  it." 

As  to  the  iituation  of  the  country,  when  the  intereft  of  money 
ras  formerly  reduced,  on  a  former  occafion  ^  I  ftated  the  three; 
criods.  It  waa  reduced  in  1703,  in  17^1,  and  1733.  From 
he  firft  to  the  fecond  redudbion  w^san  interval  of  nineteen  years ; 
torn  the  fecond  to  the  third  eleven  years,  and  from  the  third  t» 
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^his  day  fifty-years ;  apd  1  did  then  fty,  that  the  country  is  in  a 
puch  titter  ftate  for  fuch  a  meafure  than  it  was  at  any  of  the  for- 
mer periods. 

It  has  been  faid,  that  this  nation  is  too  poor  at  prefent  to 
bear  the  reduftion  of  interell.  Her  wealth  is  beft  known 
from  her  imports  and  exports,  and  from  the  tonnage  of  the  (hip- 
ping (he  employs.  When  the  (irft  recHiftion  of  intcreft  took 
place,  the  tonnage  of  (hipping  employed  by  Ireland  was  but 
70,000  ton,  it  is  now  more  than  3' 00,000  ton — a  quantity  greater 
than  that  of  England  In  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  when  the 
intereft  of  money  in  England  was  reduced  to  five  per  cent*  The 
exports  of  Ireland  at  the  firft  period  I.  have  nicntioned  were 
572,000 — ^at  the  fecond  950,000 — at  the  third  1,500,000 — and 
at  this  day  they  are  upwards  of  tlnee  millions.  Surely,  then,  if 
from  thefe  fa6ls  we  are  to  judge  of  the  capacity  of  the  country 
to  bear  the  reduction  of  interell,  there  is  i)0  proportion  between 
^"C  laft  period  and  the  prefent  day. 

It  has  been  faid,  England'  has  not  for  many  year$  feduced  h^r 
interell.  She  had  no  neceflity  for  doing  It — (he  had  no  rival,  no 
competitor  in  trade  )  that  is  not  the  cafe  with  legard  to  Ireland. 
Gentlemen  talk  of  the  danger  of  lofihg  the  ca(h  of  England  out 
of  the  capital  on  which  we  trade — I  truft  I  have  fllevvn  that  can- 
not be  tlie  cafe  ;  but  for  a  moment  admitting  it  could,  we  (hould 
rever  lefs  feel  It  than  now,  when  we  have  a  National  Bank  ;  and 
if  there  be  a  wifhto  extend  the  advantage  of  that  bank,  it  can 
beft  be  accomplifhed  by  putting  the  other  banks  on  the  fame 
level — the  fnore  competitors  the  greater  gainers  will  the  public  be. 

There  is  one  fa6l  which,  jf  I  am  well 'informed,  (and  if  not  I 
beg  to  be  fet  right)  proves  that  money  is  not  fo  fcart;e  in  Ireland 
as  fome  gentlemen  would  have  us  believe,  and  that  it  circulates 
pretty  brifkly.  I  am  told,  and  I  believe  from  good  authority, 
that  the  National  Bank  buys  and  cuts  for  bullion,  one  thoufkrid 
guineas  a  day  ;  and  I  underfland  that  among  the  (hops  where 
guineas  are  bought,  another  ihouf^nd  is  cut  daily — fo  fad  do 
they  wear  in  circulation — ^What  an  immenfe  fum  yearly  ?  Yet 
this  pra«5lice  has  been  going  on  for  fome  years,  at  lead  with  re- 
fpe^  to  the  (hops,  and  yet  the  fum  is  not  miffed  out  of  the  gene- 
ral circulation.  » 

There  are  in  this  country  three  defcriptions  of  borrowers ; 

The  ftate,  who  borrows  for  public  purpofes. 

The  trader,  whofe  borrowing  promotes  commerce^  inanufac- 
Ju^-es  and  navigation. 

And  the  diliipated  gentlen\an,  who  borrows  too,  often  for  the 
purpofes  of  extravagance. 

As  to  the  ftate,  1  hope  there  is  no  probability  of  her  being  a 
borrower  any  more ;  (he  has  this  year  thrown  a  great  fum  info 
circulation,  which  cannot  fail  to  help  the  fecond  clafs  of  borrow- 
ers, and  even  accommodate  the  third. 
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Th^  ftatc  this  year  pays  off  her  whole  funded  debt,  in  order  to  \ 

hauge  the  rate  of  mtcreft,  producing  a  benefit  to  the  nation  of  i 

i8,opoi.  and  as  it  Is  cettain/that  all  the  perfons  who  receive  their 
bare  of  payment,  will  not  replace  their  money  again  on  govern- ' 
lent  fecurity  at  a  lower  interell,  this  advantage  which  the  public  / 

*ceiyes  from  having  a  great  quantity  of  money  in  the  market, 
snders  this' year  peculiarly  favourable  to  the  reduftion  of  intereiK 

own  jthat  t^s  was  the  objedl  at  which  I  pointed  throughout 
II  the  operations  of  finance;'!  ov*rn,  that  T  was  vain  of  it^ 
id  that  I  ani  fp  ftillj  this  was  the  reafon  why  T  preferred  lower-  ' 

\g  the  national  iiitereft,  to  difcharging  part  of  the  national  debt, 
/hy  then  will  gentlemen  rejeft  this  favourable  opportunity  ?  1^ 
ley  wait  till  money  lenders  cOnie  to  rcqueft  that  an  abatement 
ay  be  made  m  the  rate  of  iritercfl  f  Will  that  ever  happen?  1 

/"Ql  they  ever  be  leCs   alfctted  by  it  thai)  a.t  prefent  ?  Will  men 
?er  forget  their  owrifelf-lpve  ?  Will  the  viorld  ever  alter  io  that 
ifpedl  ?  Do  not,  J  conjure  you,  hope  for  fuch  a  change,  but 
ike  advantage  of  a  meafure  that  will  looffe  trade  from  its  fetters,    . 
lat  will  employ  your  people,  encreafe  your  (hipping,  and  fet  you  . 

a  a  footing  with  the  mofl:  profperbus  nation^.  ^.  | 

'        '       ■  ■'''•■".  I 

Sir  John  Bla^ieue  faid  the  queftiori  was  to  be  brought  into  • 
very  narrow  compafs,  whether  you  woiild  pay  fix  per  cent.  for. 
our  money,  or  not  borrow  at  all;  if  the  bill  paffed  there  m\i ft 
e  a  claufe  in  it>  to  oblige  people  to- lend,  or  the  country  jiiiiil  .. 
e  undone.  No  nation- under  the  fun  had  ever  undertaken  to 
>rce  fuch  a  mcafufe  by  an  a6l  of  Parliament— the  wifdom'of  our 
iceftors  revolted  at  the  idea— the  law  had  followed,  but  never 
d ;  both  in  England  and  in  Ireland  the  fa6t  appeared  upon  the 
atutes.  The  aft^  of  Charles  IL  c.  12*  exprefsly  llate^,  that  the 
larket  rateof  intereft  was  fix  per  cent,  but  tha|:  evil  men  avail- 
ig  themfelves  of  the  law,  dften  took  eight  per  cent,  for  their 
ioney ;  wherpfore  it  enadls  "  that  fix  per  cent,  and  no  more  ftall 
e  the  rate  of  legal  interell  hereafter."  In  the  reign  of  Queen 
^nne  it  was  precifely  the  fame.  Dr.  Smith,  on  the  Wealth  of - 
latiops,  exprcfsly  fays,  vol.  2.  page  4 C3,  "that  during  her 
eign  the  market  rat6  of  interell  had  fallen  from  fix  to  five  per 
ent.  and  that  in  the  laft  year  of  her  reign  it  was  fixed  at  five  per  "  ' 

ent.  by  law."     Is  that,  f^id  he,  the  cafe  with  this  countiy  ,  * 

ow  ?  Jie  (hewed  that  in  every  a6l  that  has  ever  pafi^i   for  the  .  ^  ' 

urpofe,  fome  caufe  had  exifted  which  was  wanting  now.  The 
i^ifdom  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  plan  on  the  three 
nd  an  half  percent,  debentures,  he  cont  ratted  with  this  experi- 
aent,  and  faid  he  wifhed  to  refcue  that  fplendid  meafure  froni 
iich  a  vagary  as  this.     His  right  honourable  friend  had   then  ^ 

)rought  his  peculation  in  one  hand,  but  in  the  other  he  had  the 
noney.     Let  him  only  (hew  that  at  five  per  cent,  money  cduld  in  . 
«Jy  ftiape  be  obtained,  •  he  would  agree  to  every  part  of  his  pro- 
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pofh  ion  DOW.  Hic  moKCj  lent  from  Epgbmd  would  be  occafionaDf  I 
withdrawn,  and  not  a  fhiUIng  bencctirward  be  ever  broaght  to  ui 
agjufi ;  that  very  mooey  whidt  had  enabled  bis  right  honotfrabki 
frieod  to  do  tlu»  fervKc  to  the  public,  would,  and  muft  be  with*; 
drawn.  He  (aid  that  in  a  cafe  of  this  ttanfLeodent  delicacy,  fpei>^ 
culation  was  folly ,  and  the  experimeot  like  that  of  a  man  who 
woold  wifli  to  fee  how  pear  he  could  go  with  a  candle  to  a  barrel 
of  gunpowder,  la  Fiance  and  other  cottntries,  where  there  are 
lawf  of  the  kind,  they  moflly  ferve  as  an  encoufagcment  to 
ufury;  la  ^olhnd  things  throve  beil,  where  there  was  no  laiv 
at  all ;  and  low  intereil  would  always  depend  on  the  faiall  demand 
for  borrowing,  and  the  abundance  of  yealtli  to  fupply  that  de- 
mand, for  no  law  can  f^uce  the  common  rate  of  m^ereft  bclo« 
the  ordinary  market  rate  at  the  time  when  iuch  Uws  are  made 
So  fays  the  author  of  the  Weakh  of  Natjous,  and  [q  fay*  everj 
Jiuthor  who  is  worth  confalting. 

He  faid  he  thought  it  would  be  rutnous  to  trade,  and  not  be 
fieficial  to  the  landed  ijitertzft,  becaufe  it  to<)k  out  ot  the  m^rkti 
all  English  piirchaCers ;  the  only  argument  which  had  commoi 
fenfe  in  it,  whicii  was  uCed  againfl;  the  abfcntee  tax,  and  whld 
at  the  time  ivas  thought  irrefiftible. 

The  mercantile  intered  was  dmoft  unanimoiis  a^ainil  the  mea 
fure.  Mr.  Pelham,  one  of  the  wifeft  ■ftatcfmea  that  ever  fat  al 
the  helm  of  affairs,  did  not  touch  this  tender  ft  ring,  altliougl 
the  credit  of  the  iiajtion  was  at  fo  hig)i  a  rat-e,  th^t  the  three  pc 
cents,  bore  at  time«  between  fcven  and  eight  per  cent,  premium 
He  exhorted  his  hearers  not  to  profefsfo  much  more  wifdom  thai 
their  neighbours;  and  he  cowcludied  in  the  words  of  Hume 
*^  1-ct  Goycmment  preferye  with  care  its  |)cople,  and  its  mafiU 
fafturcs,  its  money  it  may  fafely  truft  to  the  common  courfe  4 
human  afiBiirs." 

Sir  Henry  CAytUDiSH  faid  it  could  not  be  alleged  that  thi 
mcafure  had  been  brought  before  the  Houfc  without  full  notici 
for  two  or  three,  feffions  back  ;  he  himfelf  liai  mentioned  an  in 
tention  of  propofmg  it,  but  he  had  been  pcrfuaded  to  delay  ht 
intention,  until  the  eif:p€riment  had  been  tried  upon  the  pubii* 
debt ;  that  experiment  bad  been  now  tried,  and  v/kh  the  happiif 
fucceiJK.  ^ 

He  faid  he  always  underftood  it  as  an  axiom,  that  private  in 
let  eft  Ihoidd  be  kept  not  more  than  one  pet  cent  above  the  public 
and  fhould  we  bring  it  even  to  this,  thene  would  be  no  danger  o: 
louag  the  Engli(h  money  out  of  our  capital,  for  it  was  generalli 
tinderdood  that  England  was  at  this  moment  about  to  reduce  bci 
private  intereil:  to  four  per  cent.  This  (he  was  gohig  to  do  from 
a  wcfl-foundcd  opinion  tjiat  it  would  benefit  her  trade ;  but  if  w< 
Should  reduce  our  intereil  to  BxCj  he  ^had  almoii  laid  fhe  ss^ 
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He  hpggcA  that  no  gcntleroan  iroiild  be  offended  at  yrhdt  h^' 
(hoidd  tirge  in'  the  courfe  of  kis  urgument,  98  |he  had  not  the  moft 
diftant  iateuUon  of  gm«g  offeocc  Ig  any  ;  but  be  coniidered  that 
there  wq^  in  this  country  fotir  daffes  olf  men  concerned  to  op- 
pofc  the  meafure  ;  the  firft  clafa,  he  faad,  conCfted  of  money 
lendecB,  wtio  certainly  would  rather  jgetik  than  five  per  cent,  for 
their  money ;  a  money  lender  who  r^iceives  fix  hundred  pounds  a 
year  iatercft,  would  very  unwillingly  reduce  it  to  five. 

Another  clafs  are  thofe  who  waiit  to  borroiy^,  jipd  ^ho  fay^  \{ 
intcrefllic  reduced,  the  money  they  .now  have  wifl  be  called  i% 
and  they  will  not  be  able  to  get  a  fliiHing  ;  but  this  clafs,  he  faid, 
liad  aiready  been  tomrlied  upon^  and  indeed  he  was  not  ^ery 
anxious  to  have  great  fume  carried  aut  of  the  kingdom  for  in- 
terefl:,  when  the  principal  waa  fpeat  ia  dijQipation^  and  jEiot  ap- 
plied to  any  ufeful  purpofe. 

Another  dafc  .^'as  thofe  who  bad -mooey  put  at  fiac,  and  wh© 
Ttared  >t  wocdd  be  paid  in  to  them  i  this  clafs  he  fct  off  againa 
the  former,  as  it  was  impofllble  that  the  fcM^  of  both  could  be 
««ll  founded, 

The  fourth  xrlafs,  he  fald,  confided  of  merchants,  who  a£littg 
upon  great  capitals,  though  at  fiK  per  cent,  would  rather  pay 
that  price  for  money  than  to  fuffer  young  men  to  interfere  in  triie, 
ansious  to  cftabHfii  a  l^cies  of  monopoly ;  btit  competition  is 
the  -very  li|e  of  trade,  and  fervea  to  bring  all  commodities  cheap 
to  market  4  thl&j  he  faid,  was  exerapliiied  in  the  cafe  of  Ark- 
wnght'*  machinery  for  fpianing  cotton  ;  while  that  gentleman  rft- 
tained,  by  his  patent,  a  monopoly,  very  few  manufadlories  could 
a¥«l  themldkes  of  his  ingenious  inv||utioQ  ;  but  a  flaw  being  £:>und 
in  his  patent,  everyone  fet  to  work  upon  his  principle,  he  was  ob- 
liged to  reduce  his  charge  forty  per  cent,  and  the  confeqocncc 
was,  that  on  ^moft^  every  rivulet  in  England  was  ereded  a  cotton 
manufadory. 

After  (hewing  tb^  advantage  that  muft  refult,  from  the  lower- 
ing pf  intereft,  to  the  landed  n^an,  the  manufacturer  and  the  mer- 
chant, be  faid,  if  ever  there  was  a  time  that  called  loudly  for 
foch  a  meafure,  it  is  the  prefeot.  I  think  it  fprings  as  naturally 
from  the  prefect  cifcumftance  of  the  iimes  as  any  effied  can  folr 
low  its  cau£= ;  we  have  a  profound  and  general  peace  in  this  part 
of  Europe. :  France  is  too  much  occupied  with  her  own  affairs 
to  difturb  her  .leighbours ;  the  people  of  that  country  feel  the 
principles  of  liberty  ;  they  are  ftruggligg  for  thCir  freedom  againil 
a  defpotifm  which  is  not  the  ancient  conHitution  <j£  their  coun- 
try; they  wtU  never  ftop  till  ^y  obtain  (iiccefs,  and  in  doing 
that  they  will  And  thexnfelves  -obliged  to  reviert  to  &t&,  princi- 
ples. 

We  are  therefore  iccure  agaiatb  foreign  dlfturbance  while  we 
enjoy  domeftic  peace*  This  is  a  marked  ara — ^we  have  no  longer 
any  party  in  parliament — there  is  no  oppo£tion^  becaufe  there 
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doei  hot  appear  anything  withtn  tbefe  walls  that  wife  and  honeft 
men  can  oppofe — but  we  have  a  ftrangc  phenomenon  in  govera- 
mcnt ;  a  Lord  Lieutenant  who  is  himfclf  the  oppofitioni  aLoTti 
Lieutenant  who  oppofes  every  thing  that  can  poffibly  prove  inju- 
rious to  the  nation. 

I  have  known  many  high  founding  and  very  fplendid  propofi- 
tions  and  offers  come  frona  Government  to  this  Houfe  at  different 
times,  which  ihofe  who  made  them  would  be  very  forry  (hould 
fucceed  ;  but  here  the  offers  of  Government  are  ready  to  be  car- 
ried into  effedt  j  and  can  any  man  who  beholds  the  acceflion  to ' 
trade  and  the  influx  of  wealth  through  individuals  hefitate  to  ac* 
cept  them ! 

The  abolition  of  the  laws  againfl  popery  has  done  much,  and 
the  advantage,  of  that  meafure  will  be  felt  more  arid  more — as 
Irifhmen,  with  Irifh  capjtals  daily  go  into  trade. — -Within  fifty 
years  this  city  has  been  new  built — is  not  that  a  proof  of  wealth^ 
—Look  at  your  corn  trade:  In  1759,  ^'^  imported  corn  to 
avail  amount ;  laft  year  we  exported  to  the  value  of '300,0001 
This  trade,  if  it  goes  on  as  it  has  begun,  will  prove  as  advanta- 
geous as  the  linen  trade^  and  tlie  prosperity  of  this  trade,  as  well 
Vis  oi  that,  weowe  to  the  gentleman  whopi  I  Ijaye  the  honour  to 
addrefs. 

The  Solicitor  General  faid  he  had  endeavoured  to  pre* 
fcrve  his  mind,  as  miich  as  polTible,  unbiaffed  upon  this  fubje^i; 
he  had  even  been  difpofed  to  think  favourably  'of  the  meafure, 
but  upon  the  moft  mature  deliberation  he  had  altered  that  opi* 
.nion.  ' 

There  can  be,  faid  he,  but  two  motives  for  adopting  the  mca? 
fure — the  benefit  of  the  flate,  or  the  benefit  of  individuals. 

From  all  that  ever  he  could  learn,  he  faid,  no  nation  had  ever 
limited  interefl  but  for  one  of  thefe'two  purpofe*— either  to  pro- 
teA  the  thoughtlefs,  thegiddy^  and  the  difUpated, .  from  the  c^t- 
anions  of  ufurersand  extortioners-^or  to  feciire  to  tSe  ftate  the 
ufe  of  money  upon  any  emergency,  a*  a  reafonable  hire  |  but  the 
idea  of  regulating  the  intercit  of  money  for  any  puipofe  of  com- 
merce had,  "he  believed,  never  entered  into  the  mind  of  any  le- 
giflaturc  until  the  prefent  hour.  The  principle  that  money  al- 
ways finds  its  own  level  had  been  fo  generally  admitted,  that 
there  was  no  neceflity  for  the  ftate's  interfering  but  for  one  of  the 
purpofes  affigned,  and  in  fuch  cafes  the  interefl  was  always  kept.a 
little  above  the  value  of  the  money  ufe. 

It  had  been  urged  as  an  argument  in  favour  of  the  meafure, 
tliat  reducing  interefl  would  make  money  more  plenty,  and  there- 
by promote  trade  and  commerce ;  in  his  opinion  it  would  have 
the  contrary  tffe^l,  by  preventing  money  froin  being  got  at  all* 
Within  a  few  jears  we  have,  faid  he,  wonderfully  improved  and 
extended  mir   agriculture,  our  commerce,  navigation  and  manu-j 
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faftures :  money  is  like  other  commodities,  there  may  be  a  fufi^- 
ciency  or  a  fcarcity  in  the  market.  Would  it  not  then  be  a  very- 
dangerous  experiment  to  attempt  any  meafure  which  might  drive 
money  out  of  the  market,  at  the*  very  moment  that  there  is  the 
greateft  demand  for  its  ufe  ?  I  admit  the  increafc  of  trade,  but  I 
lay  this  very  increafe,  increafeg  the  demand  for  money.  Now 
how  has  it  been  difcovcred  that  ^here  is  an  increafe  of  pioney 
equal  to  the  ingre^fe  of  our  trade  ?  Has  any  fad  proved  it  ?  You 
are  told  th^t  a  public  loan  has  been  negociated  at  three  and  a  half 
per  cent.  I  acknowledge,  with  thanks,  that  the  right  hpnourar 
ble  geuteman  has  doi]e  much  fqr  the  country  in  that  tranfa£lio4, 
btit  I  cannot  fubfcrlbe  to  the  afiertion,  that  three  and  a  half  spcr 
cent,  is  all  that  has  been  paid  for  the  intoreft  on  our  funded  debt, 
for  the  changing  of  dock  and  lowering  of  intereft  has  been  pur- 
chafed  by  a  lottery  ;  and  though  the  iiieafurc  as  it^'ilands  merits 
much  praife,  it  would 'not  do  lo  if  the  change  of  ftock  and  low- 
ering of  intereft  could  have  been  obtained  without  a  lottery  ;  and 
taking  all  circumftances  into  confideration,  J  think  myfglf 
warranted  in  faying  public  intereft  is  ftill  at  four. 

As  to  landed  fecurity,  he  afked  was  there  any  man  who,  upoii 
the  very  bcft  landed  fecurity  in  IreUnd,  could  get  mqney  at  left* 
^han  fivQ  p<er  cent.  ?  but  the  moft  confiderable  number  of  bor- 
rowers were  obliged  to  pay  fi'x,  Qn  what  principle  then  cut 
down  the  rate  of  legal  intereft  to  the  very  loweft  rate  given  in 
the  market  on  landed  fecurity  ?  If  they  did,  no  body  would  be 
able  to  borrow  on  perfonal  fecurity  at  all^  land  being  fo  much 
better.  In  England,  faidhe,  the  legal  rate  of  inteieft  is  five  per 
pent,  yet  any  fum  may  be  borrowed  on  land  at  four  and  a  half.  In 
Ireland  the  legal  ratp  is  fix,  and  very  few  indeed  can  borrow  at 
five. 

There  was,  hefaid,  a  vaft  deal  of  Englifh  money  in  the  coun- 
try, that  quantity  was  daily  increafing  ;  if  the  bill  pafTed  the  in- 
flux would  be  checked,  and  much  of  what  was  already  herie 
would  be  withdrawn;  What  effed  would  this  have  on  an  in- 
creafing commerce  ?  The  commercial  man  muft  have  it,  and 
would  bound  oyer  any  waHs  that  Parliament  could  raife  to  come 
at  it,  and  then  would  be  obliged  to  effedhis  purpofe  by  paying  a 
premium  equal  to  the  rifque  which  the  knder  might  run. 

As  to  himfelf,  he  was  neither  a  borrower  nor  a  lender,  he  was 
perfeAly  difinterefted  in  the  event  of  the  queftion  ;  but  he  would 
mention  to  ^he  Houfe  a  fa£l,  which  he  hoped  would  place  the 
matter  in  a  proper  point  of  view.  A  friend  of  his.  in  England 
had  fent  him  forty  thoufand  pounds,  to  lend  at  fix  per  cent,  but  as 
foon  as  he  heard  that  there  was  an  intention  of  reducing  tht 
legal  intereft  to  five,  he  had  fent  orders  to  withdraw  it. 

He  acknowledged  that  where  the  ilate  was  to  receive  a  con- 
fiderable benefit,  the  intereft  of  individuals  fhould  give  way,  but 
for  a  mere  experiment  to  deprive  widows  and  orphans,  and  thofc 
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wfjo  could  worft  hear  it,  of  ow-firth  part  of  tlieir  property,  k 
could  not  think  juft  or  equitable, 

Mr.  CLEfTEiirs  iaid  be  rofe  to  aik  the  Cbancelltjr  of  the  Ex- 
fliequer  a  quellion,  the  a^fwcr  to  which  woidd  in  a  great  mea- 
forc  determine  the  vote  he  ihouki  give  ;'  Was  there  any  ground 
£ar  the  report  which  had  been  drcii(atcd,  tbsit  England  wus  going 
to  reduce  her  rate  of  intereft,  from  &^c  to  four  :  He  had  heard 
from  the  foirataia  Iiead,  that  Lord  Hawkfbary  had  formed  a  plan 
-lor  that  purpofe,  and  that  it  had  receired  the  approbation  of  the 
fsAitict,  and  was  for^with  to  be  carried  ivto  parliament. 

The  Chakccllor  of  the  ExcHB9>yEa  delircd  to  be  e^cuTed 
bam  faying -any  thing  on  thatfubjedl. 

Mr.  CooTE  rcqutfted  leave  to  fay  one  word  in  reply  to  the 
Soficitor  General.  That  geiiileman»  he  laid,  had  argued,  as  if 
the  quantity  of  money  in  a  ftate  was  its  quantity  of  wealth  ;  that 
portion  he  begged  leave  to  deny  ;  sn  his  opinion,  the  wealth  of 
9Uf  country  was  its  quantity  of  produ6^ive  labour,  and  tliat  cotdd 
hdi  be  afcertained  by  its  qiu^ity  of  unpom  and  exports. 

Mr.  JJ  A  SON. — ^The  gentlemen  whofupport  this  bill,  haveen- 
ferged  on  the  great  advantages  which  our  trade,  man u failures  and 
Unpplng  muft  derive  from  a  lower  rate  of  intereft.  I  perfe<Sl1y 
agree  with  tliem  in  this  principle,  and  conlTder  a  natural  redud^ioii 
c?  iriterell  not  only  as  a  proof  of  the  profperity  of  a  country,  but  a^ 
the  means  of  incrtafiHg  It.  But  my  objection  to  this  bill  is,  that 
ft  win  not  reduce  the  intereft  of  money ;  and  that,  although  it 
€xH  a  lower  ftaiidard  for  the  legal  rate  of  intereft,  it  will  tend  ra- 
ther to  increafe  than  to  diminifti  the  rate  of  intereft  that  will  aC' 
tually  be  paid ;  the  fallacy  of  their  arguments  depend*  upon  this 
— they  have  confounded  together  two.  ideas,  that  are  in  their  na- 
ture entirely  diftind^  ;  i  mean  the  legal  and  the  natural  rate  ol 
intereft ;  and  have  afcribed  to  a  redui^ion  of  the  legal  intereilj 
^hofe  falutary  confequences,  whicii  G?n  only  proceed  from  a  rc- 
^uclion  in  the  rate  of  natural  intereft. 

Whether  it  be  poflible  for  the  legiflature  to  afcertsin  by  lawj 
|he  price  of  the  hire  of  money,  has  always^  been  confidered  as  a 
doubtful  queftion,  and  fome  of  the  moft  able  men  who  have  writ- 
ten: on  the  fubjedl  have  concluded  that  it  is  not. 

They  fay  that  money  is  merely  a  commodity,  the  price  of 
which,  like  that  of  every  other  convtiodity,  mull  necLfTarily  de- 
pend upon  the  quantity  brought  to  market  compared  with  the 
demand*  If  the  quantity  of  money  to  be  lent  fliall  exceed  the 
quantity  that  is  wanted  to  be  borrowed,  the  intereft  of  money  oi 
courfeAvill  fall ;  but  if  the  quantity  of  money  td  be  borrowed  Ihall 
exceed  the  quantity  that  is  to  be  lent,  the  competition  will  fall 
|)etwcen  the  borrowers^  and  the  rate  of  intereft  ofcourfemuft 
xiie* 
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I  ha^e/kaown  this  doArine  confirmed  In  this  kingdom  withla 
ny  own  experience.  I  remember  a  time  when  the  common  rat^  a£ 
intcrcft  was  but  five  per  tent,  and  when  any  gentleman  who  had 
the  chara<^er  of  paying  his  intereft  pundiually,  could  obtain  anj 
fum  he  wanted  at  four  per  cent,  only.  Does  not  this  prove  be- 
yond ail  poffibility  of  doubt,  that»  without  the  intefpofilion  o£ 
the  legiQati^re,  money  of  itfelf  will  find  its  value  ;  and  that  the 
price  of  it,  like  that  of  every  other  neceffary  of  life^  will  always 
depend  upon  the  quantity  to  be'  difpofed'  of  compared  with  the 
demand.  Unlefs  theiefore  this  bill  can  create  a  redundancy  of 
money  in  the  country,  it  cannot  reduce  jthe  natural  rate  of  in- 
t^rcfl;. 

Were  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
eftablifh  a  perpetual  aiTize  of  bread,  and  to  render  it  highly  penal 
in  a  baker  to  fell  lefs  at  any  time  tl|aa  nine  pounds  of  bread  for  sl 
flHUing,  without  any  refpedl  to  the  quantity  of  grain  that  fhould. 
be  brought  to  market,  and  in  feafons  of  famine  as  well  as  thofe 
9f  plenty,  you  would  fcout  it  out  of  the  Houfe  as  a  ridiculous 
propofition  ;  yet  believe  me  the  attempt  is  equally  abfurd  to  fix 
a  perpetual  aifize  of  money,  and  to  fay  that  the  hire  of  lool.  Qiall 
always  be  the  fame,  whether  there  be  a  redundancy,  or  an  abfohite 
icarcity  of  caih  in  the  kingdom. 

The  abfurdky  in  both  thefe  cafes  proceeds  from  the  fame  «nx>- 
neous  principle :  The  endeavouring  to  fix  a  certain  permanent 
price  .upon  a  neceffary  of  life,  without  any  regard  to  the  fupply 
and  the  demand,  on  which  the  real  value  of  it  muH  neceffarilj 
depend. 

I  confiderihe  natural  intereft  of  money  iii  this  kingdom,  though  . 
rather  on  the  decline,  as  ftill  at  fix  per  cent.  Now,  Sir,  if  whei* 
^e  najUural  rate  of  intereft  is  fix  per  cent,  you  (hall  render  it  pe- 
nal for  any  man  ^to  lend  money  at  that  rate,  infte'ad  of  reducing 
the  intereft  of  money  to  five  per  cent,  you  will  raife  it  to  feven 
or  to  eighk  per  cent,  on  the  neceflitous  borrower.  I  fay  the 
necelfitous  borrower,  becaufe  the  very  a^  of  borrowing  impliea 
^^ceffity  z  No  man  borrows  money  for  the  pleafure  of  borrowing, 
but  because  he  wants  it :  it  is  a  neceilary  of  life  which  he  cannot 
do  without.  If  he  cannot  procure  it  at  a  cheap  rate,  he  mud 
purchafe  it  at  a  dear  one  ;  and  the  price  which  he  will  content  ta 
pay  for  it  will  be  proportioned  to  the  urgency  of  hisnecelfity,  and 
the  difficidty  of  obtaining  it :  and  this  bill  will  increafe  the  dif- 
ficulty of  obtaining  money  there  can  be  no  douht,  as  it  makes  it 
penal  for  any  man  to  lend  his  money  at  the  natural  rate  of  intereft* 
and  no  man  of  common  fenfe  will  lend  it  at  lefs. 

But  there  is  another  circumftance  attending  this  bill,  which 
will  wonderfully  increafe  the  diiTiculty  of  procuring  money  here- 
^cr :  it  will  put  an  ii^mediate  ftop  to  that  fupply,  which  for 
many  years  paft  we  have  had  from  England.  The  monied  men 
of  that^rountry  have  been  tempted  by  the  high  rate  of  intereft  here 
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to  fend  over  large  fums  of  money  to  this  kingdom  ;  but  It  is  not 
to  be  fuppofed  that  they  will  continue  to  do  fo,  and  to  fubjcd 
their  property  to  the  decifions  of  a  foreign  judicature,  when  they 
can  obtain  no  higher  rate  of  intereft  here  than  they  can  get  for  it 
at  home. 

In  order  to  point  out  to  yoii  the  confcquences  of  this  bill,  let 
me  fuppofe,  that  after  it  has  pafTed  into  i  law,  a-gentlcmati  or 
trader,  who  wants  to  borrow  loool.  fhall  have  recourfejto  aper- 
fon  who  has  that  fnm  to  lend.  He  will  offer  him  of  courfe  the 
legal  intereff,  but  the  lender  will  tellhim,  that,  thouglj  five  per 
dent;  was  the  legal  intereft,  the  natural  rate  of  intereft  was  (ix,* 
and  that  therefore  he  would  not  lend  his  money  at  five  pey  cent, 
only.  The  borrower  will  then  defire  to  know  on  what  terms  he 
is  willing  to  lend  ;  to  which  he  will  reply,  that  as  the  natural  rate 
of  intereft  was  fix  per  cent,  he  (hould  have  been  fatisfccd  with 
that,  if  the  legiflatnre  had  not  interfered  i  but  as  they  had  ren- 
dered it  penal  for  him  to  lend  money  at  that  rate,  he  miift  alfo 
be  compenfated  for  the  hazard  he  fhodd  run  by  tranfgreffing  thisl 
law  ;  and  the  conclufion  will  bej  that  for' a  bond  for  loooI.  at  R've 
per  cent,  the  borrower  will  receive  fevenot  eight  hundreil  pound! 

That  fuch  niethods  will  be  pra6lTfed  in  this  Country  for  evading 
fhe  law,  13  proved  by  the  examtple  of  what  has  pafled  in  England 
within  a  recent  period  ;  for  fome  time  before  the  adminiftration  of 
Mr.  Pitt,  the  intereft  of  money  rofe  to  fuch  an  height,  that  three 
per  cents;  confolldated  vi^ere  fold  at  5 61.  only,  and  the  intereft  on 
the  funds  was  of  courfe  upwards  of  five  per  cent. ;  the  coTifequence 
c/f  which  was,,  that  not  a  fhfinng  could  be  borrowed  ort  private 
fecurities  at  the  legal  fate'  6f  intereft.  The  landed  gentleman' 
Were  reduced  to  a  ftate  o'f  bankruptcy  ;'  great  (Quantities  of  land 
were  advertifed  for  fale  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  and  this 
^vil  prevailed  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  the  Lord  Ghanedlor,  by  an 
exertion  of  authority  which  nothing  could  )uftify  but  the  exigency 
of  th^  times,  put  a  ftop  for  fcwne  rabnths  to  f he  foreclofure  of 
mortgages  :  the  landed  intereft  Was  faved  from  imn  by  fuch  eva- 
fions  of  the  law  as  T  have  now  defcribed,  and  ufur^  became  a  na- 
tional relief.  If  fuch  vrerc  the  diftreffing  confequeAees  of  a  law 
to  limit  the  rate  of  intereft  to  five  per  cent,  in  the  moft  opulent 
country  upon  earth,  how  much  more  fatal  muft  the  cottfequencel 
be  at  a  fimilar  crifis  in  fo  poor  a  country  ^s  this  is  ^ 

But  1  will  fuppofe  that  this  bill  will  be  effetlual  for  the  purpofc 
intended,  and  that  no  money  will  hereafter  be  lent  iri  this  king- 
dom at  more  than  five  per  cent.  I  cannot  perceive  what  advan- 
tage the  public  is  likely  to  derive  from  that  regulation. 

Were  this  injury  only  to  fall  on  thofe  wife  and  frugal  pcr- 
fons,  whofe  only  objeft  is  to  heap  up  money  in  order  to'  lay  it  out 
at  intereft,  I  ftiould  feel  very  little  compaflion  for  them  ;  but  it 
will  fall  upon  a  very  numerous  and  helplefs  clafs  of  people,  wb* 
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have  a  claim  to  your  prote^^ion  :  it  will  fall  upon  widows  an4 
ofphansi  and  the  younger  children  of  every  family  iu  the  king- 
dom, the  greater  part  of  which  depend  for  their  fupport  on  the 
interell  of  the#'  portion^.  Were  a  tax  of  is.  in  the  pound  to  be 
impofed  upon  yoUr  lands,  and  that  for  nr:  purpofe  of  public  uti- 
lity, you  would  coniider  it  as  an  intolerable  grievance ;  yet  you  are 
now  going  to  impofe  a  tax  of  35^  ^d.  in  the  pound  upon  the  pro- 
perty of  all  the  pOor  people  I  have  mentioned,  without  any  ad- 
vantage whatfocver  to  the  country. 

But  we  are  told  that  this  bill  will  highly  contribute  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  our  commerce,  for  that  tiade  has  ever  been  carried  on 
with  greater  advantage  in  countries  where  the  rate  of  intereft  i« 
low,  I  acknowledge  the  truth  of  this  lail  afTertiorf,  as  it  merely 
tcBs  us,  in  other  words,  thajt  trade  is  carried  on  to  greater  advan- 
tage in  countries  that  are  rich,  than  in  thofe  which  are  poor ; 
for  there  is  nothing  Upon  earth,  except  a  redundancy  of  money, 
that  can  make  the  rate  of  intereft  very  low  in  any  country  what- 
ibever.  But  when  gentlemen  fay  that  commerce  always  flourifhes 
ffloft  in  countries  where  the  intereft  of  money  is  low,  they  muft 
ncceflarily"  mean,  the  natural  rate  of  intereft,  and  not  that  fi6ti- 
y  tious  and  arbitrary  rate  which  an  impolitic  legiflature  may  think 
J  proper  to  affix  to  it. 

i      But  this  principle  I  will  not  apply  to  this  kingdom,  where  but 

-  little  of  Our  trade  or  manufaftures  is  likely  to  be  carried  on,  upon 

I  borrowed  capitals.     I  form  my  opinion  upon  this  circumftance — 

I  that, as  the  laws  now  ftand,  it  is  impoflible  for  any  man,  embark- 

I  cd  in  trade,  to  give  £atisfa6lory  fecurity  for  -any  fum  of  money  he 

may  wifh  to  borrow  ;  for  ftiould  he  become  a  bankrupt,  a  misfor- 

/  tune  which  may  happen  to' the  moft  honeft  and  intelligent,  no 

^  bond  or  warrant  he  could  execute  the  lender,  would  fecure  a 

priority  to  his  demand,  or  entitle  him  to  more  than  a  dividend  of 

,  the  bankrupt's  effedts,  in  common  with  the  reft  of  his  creditors. 

'  I  therefore  conclude,  that  the  credit  of  the  merchants  of  this 

;  Country  muft  be  chiefly  confined  to  accounts  current,  and  bills  of 

exchange. 

Without  an  ability  of  difcounting  bills,  the  trade  of  this  king- 
dom could  not  be  carried  on  ;  but  the  firft  objeft  to  the  merchant 
fe,  the  facility  cjf  difcount,  the  rate  of  intereft  is  only  afeconda- 
ry  confideration  ;  though  it  muft  be  confeffed,  that  if  he  can  dif- 
count  at  a  lower  rate,  it  is  art  additional  advantage — but  that  is  a 
faatter  which  does  not  depend  Upon  the  bill  now  before  you ;  it  is 
already  provided  for  by  the  eftablifhment  of  the  National  Bank, 
the  dircftors  of  which  are  compelled  by  law  to  difcount  at  five  per 
tent,  only,  and  all  the  private  bankers  iTtive  followed  their  exam- 
ple ;  and  therefore  this  bill  might  have  been  of  fonie  ufe  about 
five  years  ago  ;  it  can  anfvver  no  purpofe  at  the  prefent  time. 

But  the  right  hpnourable  gentleman,  at  the  other  fide  of  the 
Houfe  has  affcrtcd,  that  it  will  raife  the  value  of  ycur  lands, 
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which  h  certafnlj  3,  vcty  de&r^ble  oLjfeft  y  b^t  I  bsHFC  ttOt  I?g3cily 
enough  to  difcover  any  coni>c6\u>nvWbaifQcvcr  l>et;wce^  the  value 
of  lancla  and  the  leg^  tntcrdl  of  moo?y.  It  waal4  indcpd  be 
ihc  highefl  degree  of  abfurdity  to  ftippofe*  that  there  V90vid  be 
any  fuch  connection  ;  for  if  the  value  of  lands  is  to  depend  po 
the  legal  rate  of  mtercil,  which  legal  rate  of  intcroft  it^tji^  necef- 
iarily  and  folely  depetid  on  the  wiB  of  the  legiflatujre^  ft  fc^QWi 
of  courfe  that  the  value  of  land*  muft  depciiij  o»  the  will  of  tl^c 
legiflature,  an  abfufdity  too  grtifs  for  any  ipan  to  fuppprt*  Biit> 
m  truth, .Sflr,  thepice  of  land»>  like  that  of  moiiey»  or  a^jy  other 
eon^modrty,  rauil  always  depend  i^^n  the  qwaptity  expofed  to 
fale>  compared  with  the  money  intended  to  be  laid  out  ia  th^  pw- 
diafe  of  tliem,  which  caaiiot  be  effedied  by  the  legal  rate  of 
HiCereft, ,        .     . 

Biit  though  there  Ta  »o  conri^ioii' between 'the  value  of  lands 
and  tlie  legal  rate  of  intereft,  there  is,  I  atknpwle^c,  ap  appa- 
rent coniieCiiou  between  the  price  of  lands  and  the  natural  rate  of 
intereft  ;  for  we  know  by  experience,  that  wheoeyer  the  rate  of 
intercil  has  fallen,  the  value  of  lands  has  ajways  increafed  in  nearly 
an  equal  proporvioii ;  not  that  lliey  are  maiters  which  depco3 
tipcm  each  other,  but  becaufe  they  are  both  collateral  effects  olonc 
and  the  fanrit  caufe — I  mean  a  redundancy  df  inooey  fij  thecoiitftry. 
Whenever  that  redundancy  taikes  place,  the  rate  (pjT  lAte^eft  of 
courfe  will  fall,  and  the  price  of  lands  of  courfe  wi3  rife,  becaufe - 
there  will  be  a  greater  quantity  of  mon^y  either  to  be  expeiuj^*^ 
in  the  pm  chafe  of  lands,  or  to  be  laid  out  on  fjecuritres; 

There  is,  however,  one  plaufible  argument  which  the  iigf*f 
hc>oour:rble  geritlomaij  may  urge  ia  fupport  of  his  optniom  He 
may  reafo^^bly  fuppofe,  tbat  if  this  bill  fhovdd  pafs,  m^xrf  of  the 
perfons  who  have  money  to  fpare  maj  he  induced  to  .apply  k  to  ^ 
the  purchafe  of  lands^  rather  than  Jend  it  out  on  fecuntTci  at  frf 
low  a  rate  of  iatereil  as  five  per  cent. — ^that  tliis  wIH  increafe  the 
demand  for  lands,  and  of  courfe  miift  ralfe  the  price  of  them. 

This  argument  is  founded  oy  ^y  owi>  principles,  and  jVQuld  be 
nnanfwerable,  were  we  certalu  tliat  the  quantity  of  bonds  to  be- 
expofed  to  fale  would  remain  the  fame  if  you  pafs  this  bill,  that 
it  would  be  if  you  reje<Eled  it — ^but  that  cannot  pol&bly  be  the 
cafe ;  for  the  greateft  part  of  the  mooey  lent  out  at  intereft  lei 
borrowed  by  gentlenven  of  landed  property,  fubjedl  to  incum- 
brances afFe£^ing  their  eftates.  Every  man  who  is  pofieffed  of' 
land  is  unwilling  to  part  with  it ;  and  therefore  when  geiitkoieii 
are  called  upon  to  difcharge  thofe  incumbrances,  tjiey  chufe  jrather 
to  borrow  money  for  that  purpofe  at  intereft  than  to  fell  any  part  of 
their  eftateSv  But  if  after  you  have  pafTcd  this  bill,  the  money  which 
would  otherwife  have  beeo  lent  out  at  intereft,  fhajl  be  applied  to 
the  purchafe  of  lands,  t'he  confequence  will  be  that  the  perfons  I 
Lave  deicribed  will  no  longer  be  able  to  borrpw  on  fecurity  the 
fums  they  may  want  to  difcharge -the  demaads  sqjainft  thcm>  aoi 
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will  of  cpurfe  be  compt:lle4  to  fell  part  of  their  cftates;  and 
tt^^riefore  if  this  bill  fhould  increafe  the  quantity  of  money  to  be 
expended  in  the  pi^rcbafe  of  landsj  it  miift  increafe  at  the  fame 
tiiiie  the  qqaptfty  of  lands  expofed  to  fale,  and  leaye  the  relative 
valine  Qf  l^ndi^  and  tppi^y  p^ecifely  the  fame  tha^  it  is  at  this  day. 

Mr.  ^usHE  f^id  he  had  beard  a  great  deal  of  eloquence  from  a 
}c;ani,e4  picmber,  which  had  not  however  convinced  his  nilnd,  that 
tjie  mei^jfiire  yras  impracticable,  muchlefs  injurious. 

The  Houfe  had  bi^en  told  that  tfeey  were  hot  omnipotent ;  that 
ithough  they  had  power  to  lower  th<e  rate  of  in  t  ere  ft,  yet  they 
tould  make  n.Q  law  oyer  wj?ich  men  would  not  tound  to  come  at 
tf^at  "which  w^s  cflential  to  thjeir  exi/jence.  He  admitted  the 
.  wtol^  force  of  this  argument,  but  he  ajced  did  it  follow  that,  be- 
caufe  Parliament  could  not  do  every  thing,  they  fhould  attempt 
to  do  nothing  for  the  benefit  of  the  country  ?  It  was  faid  that 
thjp  pnly  redfon  for  .regulajting  t^e  rate  of  priva.te  intereft,  wa* 
to;prpte<£l  tbe  giddy  ai\<J  the  extravagant  againll  the  practices  of 
Itfiiferd  a»d  extortioner? ;  but  would  it  not  alfo  be  allowed,  that 
it  was  neceffary  to  proteCl  the  honeft  induftrioUs  merchant,  ma- 
nufadurer  aijd  tradefman,  in  the  money  market,  againft  the  inter- 
ference of  the  giddy. and  the  extravagant  ?  Was  it  not  obvious 
tha^  wi^ile  the  latter  clafs  were  ready  to  give  high  intereft,  the  for- 
mer cooild  not  have  it  at  low  i  And  was  it  necefTary  to  afk,  which 
of  theCe  defcriptions  of  pcrfons  bcft  deferved  the  prote^^ion  of 
the  ftatc  ?  That  Pariianaent  could  ,not  do  all  things  he  was  ready 
to  confe-ds  ;  but  it  was  certain,  that  ithad  feveral  times  interfered 
to  regiflate  intereft,  and  had  interfered  with  fuccefs.  It  had  beco 
faid  that  if  the  rate  of  intereft  was  lowered,  it  would  be  an  apo>- 
logy  for  ufurers  and  extortioners  to  exadl  high  premiums^  in  prc>- 
portion  to  the  vUk  they  run^  but  he  hoped  all  money-lenders 
were  not  of  that  defcription  ;  many  were  honeft  and  would  a6k  in 
4>bedience  to  the  law,  fome  would  be  intimidated  by  the  law,  and 
•the  danger  of  tranfgrefiing ;  and  from  the  acceifion  of  thofe  to  the 
fupport  €)£  commerce,  its  ftrength  would  be  much  increafed. 

It  had  been  faid  that  the  rate  of  intereft  on  private  fecurity^ 
(hould  always  be  kept  one  per  cent,  above  the  rate  at  which  the 
ftate  borrows ;  the  /a<5l  was  admitted ;  the  ftate  borrows  now  at 
three  and  a  half;  but  call  it  four,  does  nor  this  exa£Hy  concur 
with  the  argument  J  In  1 767,  private  intereft  fell  to  five  ;  money 
may  now  be  had  at  that  rate,-  which  is  a  very  great  proof  of  its 
prefent  increafing  plenty,  for  fince  that  period,  near  two  milliorts 
have  been  taken  out  of  circulation,  and  that  at  a  time  when  there 
was  no  trade  to  bring  it  back ;  but  if  the  American  war  had  not 
interrupted  our  profperity,  money  by  this  time  would  have  been 
immpderately  plenty  ;  there  isf  a  natural  increafe  of  200,oool.  a 
year ;  there  is  no  danger,  from  the  prefent  fyftem  of  government, 
that  we  fhall  again  revert  to  the  pernicious  practice  of  running  ia 
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debt ;  and  therefore,  whether  ^thc  country  is  to  have  the  advan- 
tage of  a  low  rate  of  intercil,  depends  entirely  upon  the  will  of 
this  Houfe,  for  evefy  thing  elfe  concurs.  Great  praifc  had  been 
bellowed  upon  that  able  minillcr  [Mr.  Pelham]  for  not  having 
attempted  to  reduce  the  rate  of  intereft.  in  England,  at  a  time 
that  n)oney  was  fufficiently  plenty  in  that  country  to  warrant  fuck 
a  meafure.  Mr.  Pelham  had  certainly  been  right,  but  he  wai 
right  only  by  accident ;  for  it  was  impoflible  for  him  to  have 
forcfeen  that  England  would  have  fince  incurred  two  hundred 
million  of  public  debt ;  and  if  that  misfortune  had  not  happened, 
Mr.  Pelham  would  have  been  e^vcetdingly  wrong. 

He  concluded  with  faying,  that  though  thefe  were  his  prefent 
fentiments,  he  could  wiih  to  hear  the  opinion  of  gentlemen  better 
vcrfed  in  the  fubje£l,  and  therefore  he  was  for  committing  the 
bill. 

Sir  Frederick  Flood  faid  he  was  againft  reducing  intereft: 
as  a  proof  that  money  could  not  be  had  lower  thanv  fix,  he  afTured 
the  Houfe,  that  Lord  Mansfield  had  a  very  large  fum  on  land  in 
Ireland,  at  that  rate. 

Mr.  Hartley  faid  he  had  ever  confidered  money  as  a  commo- 
dity, which  would  find  its  own  level ;  he  had  not  heard  any  argu-* 
ment  urged  for  reducing  the  value  of  it,  which  applied  at  all  to 
the  faft,"  or  which  in  his  opinion  ought  to  be  admitted  as  a  rea4 
fon  for  reducing  that  value  below  its  natural  level.  It  had  been 
urged,  that  the  intereft  on  the  public  debt  had  been  reduced  ;  this 
he  allowed  ;  but  that  redu<?Lion  had  been  purchafed  by  two  lotte* 
rics,  worth  114,000!.  a  fum,  which,  in  his  apinion,  would  have 
been  better  applied  in  reducing  fo  much  of  the  principal.  He 
aflced,  could  the  reduction  of  intcrclt  bring  any  money  into  the 
country?  He  believed  it  would  have  tlie  contrary  effeft ;  and 
once-gone,  money  would  be  diverted  into  channels,  from  whence 
it  would  never  again  return.  He  defired  the  Houfe  to  recoiled, 
that  during,  the  lail  war,  England  had  been  obliged  to  give  five 
and  tlirce-fouiths  per  cent. :  fiippofe  fuck  an  event  again  to  take 
place,  and  that  the  Englilh  money  lent  in  this  country  was  at 
•  i'ne  ?  would  it  not  all  be  immediately  called  a\vay  ?  and  what  efieft 
fuch  a  revuifion  might  have,  he  left  to  the  Houfe  to  imagine. 

Ml.  Griffith  faid  he  wouul  not  at  folate  an  hour  trefpafs 
upon  the  patience  of/ the  Houfe,  but  as  a  fad;  or  two  had  been 
ftattd,  and  very  much  relied  upon,  he  would  take  the  liberty  of 
mentioning  fome  fiidlL;,  which  might  weigh,  and  polTibly  prepon- 
dtrate  agaiufl  iliem. 

y\  friend  of  his  had  deilred  that  he  would  enquire  amongft  his 
Eail  India  conneciionii,  for  a  large  fum  of  money  at  the  loweft  in- 
tereft for  which  he  could  get  It ;  he  accordingly  made  enquiry, 
and  cculd  afTure  the  Houfe,  that  prcvided  fufficient  fecurlty  fvr 
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the  payment  of  the  intereft  upon  the  Exchange  of  London  was 
given,  any  fum,  how  large  foever,  might  be  had  at  four  per  cent, 
per  annum,  nay,  within  the  prefent  week,  he  had  leiit  for  his 
triends  a  very  large  fum  at  that  rate. 

Mr.  PonsOnby  faidlie  thought  the  fituation  of  the  country 
toot  yet  iipe  for  adopting  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's 
plan ;  if  money  v^aa  plenty,  low  intereft  would  follow  of  courfe, 
but  precipitation  might  do  mifchiefi 

Mr.  CoLTiLL  faid  he  rofe  to  give  his  opinidn,  from  the  famei 
motives  that  had  induced  his  honourable  friend,  [Mr.  Hartley] 
iwith  whom  he  perfeAly  agreed  as  to  the  operation  of  the  bill'  be- 
fore the  Houfe,  on  the  commercial  interefts  of  this  kingdom. — » 
He  faid  there  (hould  be  a  legal  rate  of  intereft,  to  afcertain  it 
where  no  contract  was  made,  and  to  protedt  the  inexperienced, 
the  weak^  sind  the  prodigal  borrower,  agiiinft  the  rich,  avarici- 
btis,  and  defigning  lender  ;  but  this  legal  rate  (hould  be  about  one 
fer  cent,  above  the  fair  market  price,  in  order  th^t  the  natural 
Operations  of  trade  might  not  be  fettered,  and  that  the  eftates  of 
thofe  who  live  by  their  "money  fhould  not  be  leffened  by  the  arbi- 
trary dictate  of  law.— He  faid  he  heard  with  futprize  the  right 
honourable  mover  of  the  bill  aflert,  that  the  general  principle^ 
of  the  price  of  money  finding  its  own  level,  was  an  exploded 
doftrine.     From  whence  does  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
of  Ireland  take  fuch  an  opinion  f — Has  any  thing  like  it  evei' 
fallen  from  any  member  of  the  Britifli  Houfe  of  Commons  in 
this  century  ?-    On  the  contrary,  does  not  Mr.  tocke  decidedly 
argue  on  this  principle  againft  reducing  intereft  in  1691  ?  Does 
not  Mr.  Htime,  who  wrote  later,  build  all  his  reafonings  upoa 
it  ?  and  does  not  Mr.  Smith,  in  the  bcft  book  yet  publiihed  on  poli- 
tical ceconomy^  confirm  the  dodlrine  of  the  other  two  able  wri- 
ters? Sir  Jofhila  Child,  although  he  wrote- for  reducing  intereft^ 
does  not  fay  a  word  in  refutation  of  this  general  principle ;  he 
does  not  mention  it  at  all,  becaufe  he  knew  it  was  againft  him. 
But  if  this  principle  be  not  founded,  why  does  not  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  adduce  fome  reafons  in  the  fupport  of  his 
Opinion?  This  he  feems  to  decline,  but  I  (hall  not  do  fo.     To 
{hew  the  principle  is  true,  I  aflert,  that  the  price  of  money  finds 
Its  levels  like  every  other  commodity,  by  the  quantity  at  naarket, 
compared  with  the  demand;  and  experience  proves  this  to  be 
true.     Thirty-five  years  ago,  money   was  lent  on   intereft  on 
mortgage  at  four  and  four  and  an  half  per  cent,  at  that  time  our 
four  per  cent,  debentures  fold  at  108.     What  was  the  reafon  of 
this,  compared  with  the  prefent  day  ? — There  was  much  lefs  money 
in  Ireland  then  than  now,  but  the  demand  was  alfo  infinitely  lefs, 
which  wasthecaufe  of  the  low  price. — Suppofe  the  right  honour-f 
shle    eiitleman  had  been  minifter  at  that  time,  he  would  certaia- 
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ly  have  Had  much  better  grounds  For  His  reducing  the  legal  rate  of 
intereft  to  fix  per  cent,  than  at  prefent. — See  what  Wotfld  Have 
been  the  fatal  confequence  to  Ireland.  The  war  of  1 7 1^  brought 
the  three  per  cents.  In  England  to  fifty- fik. — :Woiild  any  mafl 
Jend  money  in  Ireland  to  improve  yoiir  lands,  to  eftablifli  manu- 
fat^ures,  or  extend  commerce,  at  five  per  cent,  when  the  Englifti 
fuadft  not  only  paid  a  better  intercd,  but  gave  you  a  pr6fpe6i 
almoil  of  doubling  your  capital  on  the  conclufion  of  peace  V 
Surely  not. 

Agaiti  j  Sfr,  the  legal  intereft  has  been  ±  long  time  in  England 
at  five  per  cent,  which  (hews  in  that  country  that  mpney  muft 
find  it^  natur^  level,  even  at  the  high  expence  of  violating  the 
law,  while  tlie  Government  there  is  obliged  to  purchafe  it  at  that 
"high  expetice ;  for  who  can  deny,  that  during  the  American  and 
preceding  war,  Britain  borrowed  money  to  ?n  imraeqfe  amount 
at  ^yc  and  a  half,  fix,  fix  and  a  half,  feven,  and  feven  and  a  half  per 
cent.  ?  But,  Sir,  I  can  quote  a  more  undeniable  proof  ftill  of  my 
general  prindple :  In  17 16,  in  the  .third  year  of  G«6.  I.  an  ad 
pafled,  **  foV  redeeming  fevei-al  funds,  &c." 

The  fhort  hiftory  of  the  bufincfs  is  this  :  Government  wanted 
to  borrow  two  millions  and  k  half;  application  was  made  to  the 
Bank,  and  the  diredors  igreed  to  lend  the  money,  but  00  this 
condition,  that  an  i&,  fiiould  be  pafled  tO  enable  them  to  borrow 
money  above  the  legal  rate ;  ^nd  in  the  law  I  have  mentioned,^  a 
cljfufc  will  be  found  iinpowering  the  Bank  to  borrow  money  ^t 
fxich  rate  as  It  (hall  think  fit,  although  h  exceeds  the  intereft 
allowed  by  law. 

So  far  1  have  (hewn  that  law  cannot  k^ep  intereft  under  its 
natural  price ;  and  I  have  mentioned  one  inilance  to  (hew,  that 
when  there  was  no  demand  it  fell  to  four  per  c^it.  in  Irelafnd, 
although  the  legrfl  interdl  was  fix  per  cent.  I  will  now  mention 
fome  tufther  inttaVicts :  Some  years  ago  for  a  ftiort  ptrickl  money 
was  plenty  in  London,  and  the  Bank  dlfc6unted  foreign  bills  one 
-per  cent,  under  legal  intereft:.  But,  Sir,  the  great  proof  of  my 
doftrinc  is  Holland',  where,  Mr,  Locke  afFefts,  there  is  no  law 
to  regiihte  liitereft  ;  and  yet  it  is  a  fad^L  well  known,  that  for  a 
century  paft  inferc'ft  has  been  cdnfidcrably  loVvcr  there  than  jii 
England,  and  perhaps  lower  than  in  any  country  in  Europe. 

1  a(l<  pardon  for  raking  up  fo  much  time  to  prove  a  felf-evt- 
dtnt  principle ;  and  I  am  happy  to  find  that  To  many  able  men 
who  havefpoke  this  day  agree  with  me,  althougli  the  right  honour- 
able niovdr  of  the  bill  does  ndt. 

Sir,  let  Ireland  purfue  the  polic?}'  of  England;  for  a  century 
•pail  her  intereft  was  higher  tharf  in  Holland,/a«d  (he  availed  hcr- 
felf  of  loans  to  a  great  amount,  by  which  (lie  has  extended  her 
liiariufiai^ures,  her  trade  and  her  'pdwer. .  Let  us  keep  intereft 
higher  than  in  England,  jtnd  like  her  we  (hall  improve  upon  bor- 
rowed money.     We  have  been  called  poor  IrcLind,  and  truly 
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called  ijQ,  wjilch  will  mof*c  ckarly  appejar  when  I  ftate  to  the 
,Iiou(e  the  nature  oi"  the  commercial  capital  of  frel^nd,  apd  which 
jyill  at  the  fame  time  {hew,  that  although  intereft  is  certainly  bet- 
^^  to  be  low  than  high  for  trade,  yet  the  difFc  re  nee  between  fix 
apd  five  .per  .cent,  is  no  kind  of  objedl  compared  with  the  rilk  of 
n^owing  your  .trading  capital  by  fuch  a  meafure. 

The  Irifh  capital  confilfs  of  three  parts — what  the  merchant 
has  of  Jiis  own  (which  I  am  forry  to  fay  is  little,  and  if  this  bill 
paffes  will  be  lefs)  of  whai  he  gets  upon  Inland  bills  of  ex- 
phange,  s^t  31  and  61  days,  at  an  intereft  of  from  fifteen  flilllings 
to  twenty-five  (hillings  per  cent.— but  at  this  high  intereft,  which 
is  from  nine  to  fifteen  per  cent,  per  annum,  he  never  takes' it  foi- 
longer  periods,  and  has,  befides  the  advantage  of  having  the  oafh 
given  him  in  the  icmoteft  parts  of  the  ifland ;  and  the  laft  clafc 
if  our  capital  is  occafional  loans  0/  money  at  fix  and  five  per  ceut. 
as  ^e  can  obtain  it  accor4ing  to  the  market  price.  This  latter  is 
a  fmall  proportion  of  the  two  former,  biit  on  it  depends  (with  a 
trader)  their  fecurity,  vigour  and  efficiency. 

It  is  truly  the  oil  (as  Mr.  Hume  calls  it)  which  frees  J:he  whole 
trading  naachine  in  which  the  ^honpiir  and  faith  of  the  merchant 
is  embarked » with  the  manufaftures  and  produce  of  this  country. 
Is  it  the  fcruple  in  the  balance  that  weighs  down  one  fcale  to  dif- 
graee  and  bankruptcy,  and  all  their  train  of  evil  confequenccs  to 
Ithe  community,  or  raifes  the  other  to  honour  and  to  fortune  ? 
tWill  aayjman  tell  me  that  knows  ^his  interelling  fubjedt,  that  it 
is  important  to  buy  this  oil  for  $d,  inftead  of  6d.  ?  but  I  will  tell 
him,  if  he  prevent*  the  Irifh  trade  from  buying  it  at  all,  he  wiU 
either  narrow  the  commerce  of  this  country,  or  ruin  it  altogether. 

Sir,  I  do  not  exaggerate  ;  if  money  is  reduced  to  five  per  cent. 
and  a  war  .breaks  out,  the  law  nii^l  be  repealed  or  evaded,  or  the 
trade  of  Irelaftd  be  narrowed  or  undone* 

And  wherefore  is  all  this  violence  for  experiment  ?  If  peace 
lafts,  if  mon^y  grows  fo  plenty  as  to  exceed  the  demand,  will  not 
money  fall, in  its  value  ad  it  did  thirty-five  years  ago,  and  every 
advantage  arifejfroTn  the  ^lature  9f  things  themfelves  which  you 
propofe  by  the .  prefect  ineafure  ?  What  then  is  the  refult  with 
mercantile  reafoners  on  this  fubjeft — rnien  who  judge  of  principles 
by  pra£tice  and  experience  ?  Your  bill  may  do  us  ineparable  in- 
jury, but 'can  do  us  uo  good,  nipre  than  the  natural  courfe  q£ 
things  already  has  fecufed  to  us.  ;  .., 

JBcfore  lifit  down,  I  (hall  make  a  few  ol?fervations  refpedling 
the  principles  on  jivhich  the  National, Bank  was  efl:ablifhed>  as  jt 
has  been  mentioned  in  the  couffe  pf  the  debate- — jThefe  princi- 
ples were  juft. and  true,  an^  the  reverfe  of  thpfe  xyhich  fupport  the 
prcfent ^meafure.  What  was  the  confequence  ?  The  orpl^an  an,d  ^ 
widow,  and  that  whole  clafe  whpfe  ^ftate  is  money,  were  left  ^s 
they  had  been,  and  they  did  not  copiplain ;  your  merchants  did  not 
reaibn  on'the.matter^  th^y  faw  find  felt  the  meafure  was  for  their 
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benefit.  But  how  was  the  redudion  of  dircount  to' five  per  cent, 
efFccled  I  Not  by  Iclfening  the  fum  of  money  for  the  purpofes 
of  difcount,  but  by  eiicreafmg  It.  That  public  money  were  to 
lie  in  the  bank,  a  charter  was  given,  and  a  power  to  borrow 
money  and  circulate  notes,  and  the  bank  agreed  to  difcount  at 
five  per  cent.  Here  was  a  capital  created  to  reduce  difcount. 
But  what  is  the  prcfcnt  cafe  ?  You  1  educe  the  price  of  money 
in  your  ifland,  the  operation  of  which  mnft  be  (if  ic  has  arty  at 
all)  to  lefTen  the  quantity  in  the  nation,  and  fo  far  produce  the 
cfTedl  oppofite  to  what  is  defired,  and  oppolite  to  the  principle  on 
which  your  bank  was  ellablilhed. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  begged  leave  of  tbc 
Houfe  to  fay  a  few  words  in  reply.     He  faid  that  though  the 
fubjeft  had  been  much  difcuffed  and  to  a  very  late  hour,  yet  that 
as  he  had  dill  further  reafons  to  offer,  he  thought,  from  the  part 
he  had  taken,  it  was  better  to  produce  them.     He  then  adverted 
t.o   the  aflertion,  that  there  was  no  inference  to  be   made   from 
intereft   on   the    national   funds  for   afceitaining  legal   intereft. 
This,  he  faid,  was  contrar}*  to  the  principles  laid  down  by  every 
•writer  upon  the  fubjefl,  who  had  all  confidercd  that  there  was  a 
neceffary  proportion  between  legal  interell  and  the  funds,  from 
the  difference  between  Government  and  other   fecurity,  aiifmg; 
from  the  f'lperior  certainty  and  puniftuality  of  the. former ;  and 
they  had  fixed  that  proportion  to  one  per  cent.     What  was  then 
the  caf^!  >     The  intcrefl  of  our  funds  was  atprefent  three  pounds 
'cighteeiT  fhiiliiigs  per  cent,  while  the  legal  in4ete(l  was  at  {j\  per 
cent.    He  was  then  authorifed  to  afTume,  that^'n  oidtfr  to  keep  the 
jud  proportion,  it   was  warrantable  to  reduce  the  legal  intereft, 
^'hilc  the  difference  was  nKa^'ntained  which*  was  efteenr^ed  neceffary. 
He  faid  it  had  been  affevted  th^t  legal  interefl  had  never  beeri  re- 
duced till  the  general  rate  of  interell  had  fallen  ;   this  lie^on- 
^endcd,  was  by  no  means  the  cafe,  and  he  reverted  to  the  prece- 
dents on  the  journals  at  the  lad  reduction  of  intt^reft,  'when  part 
of  the  national  debt  wa^  at  fix  per  c^nt.  and  the  remaining  part 
at  feven.     And  if,  as  it  was  allowed,  that  Goyemment  fecurity 
was  the  befl  fecurity,  and  therefore  the  irttereilon  that  fecurity 
was  always  the  loweft,  he  Was  juftified  in  afferting,  that  in  oppo- 
fltron  to  the  argument  which  had  firft  made  an  impreffion   on  the 
Houfe,  the  lowering  of  legal  interefl  had  preceded  the  fall  of  na- 
tfonalinterefl.     This  precedent  had  alfo  difproved  the  argument 
that  Government  had  never  reduced  its  intereft  to  the  lowefl  ex- 
tremity of  the  market  rate ;  for  the  intereil  on  Government  fecu- 
rity, from  its  nature  and  pundluality,  is  always  the  loweft  rate, 
and  yet,  when  part  of  the  national  debt  was  at  feven  percent, 
the  legal  intereft  was  reduced  to  fix,  and  confequently  under  the 
loweft  market  rate  ;  yet  no  prejudice  was^felt  by  the  community, 
Thence  he  adverted  to  another  argument  of  the  Solicitor  Gene- 
ral, who  afferted,  that  by  the  late  operation  of  the  loan  and  lot^ 


Digitized 


by  Google 


178S.]  D    E    B    A    T.    E    S.  ^5 

tcry  the  Government  interell  had  not  6aHen,  to  ,  which  lie  tc- 
.  pUed,  that  if  by  an  operation  of  a  lottery  the  four  ptr  cent,  loan 
had  been  raifed  to  par,  and  if  by  the  fame  means  the  whole  capi- 
tal was  paid  off,  and  a  new  capital  fubftituted  at  three  and  a  half 
per  cent,  the  reduction  of  the  funded  intereft  could  not  be  denied  ; 
and  if  the  three  and  a  half  per  cents,  fold  at  90,  the  redudion 
was  more  evident,  ^s  it  fhewed  that  3I.  i8s,  was  the  par. 
.  IJaving  proved  this  point  he  went  to  the  principle  afferted,  *'  that 
money  would  find  its  own  level,"  which,  he  faid,  the  fadls  ttiat 
were  ilated  in  oppofitlon  had  utterly  difproved  For  what  had 
been  afferted,  viz.  that  after  the  peace  of  Aix  la  Chaptlle,  money 
had  been  lent  on  mortgage  in  Ireland  at  four  per  cent,  and  that 
four  per  cent,  debentures  bore  a  high  premium,  yet  that  it  had 
not  been  thought  right  to  reduce  the  legal  intereft,  and  that  fuch 
a  meafure  would  have  ruined  the  kingdom-.  Now  it  was  on  this 
fad  he  founded  his  reafoning :  What  had  led  to  the  lovv  rate  pf 
intereft  at  that  time  ?  Government  was  not  then  in  the  pradtice 
of  borrowing.  The  fame  circumftance  had  taken  place  a  fecoud 
time,  and  intereft  would  fall  again.  Government  does  not  bor- 
row at  prefent,and  is  not  likely  to  borrow.  Intereft  would  there- 
fore fink,  and  he  wifhed  to  take  the  earlieft.  advantage  of  what 
muft  in  neceffity  happen.  Further,  if  it  was  allowed  that  the 
Ijciieral  intereft  was  then  at  four  per  cent,  the  reafonings  of  his 
opponents  fhewed,  that  intereft  ought  to  have  been  reduced  to 
^"/Cf  and  that  meafure  had  been  only  prevented  by  the  improvi- 
dent praftice  of  Government  in  running  in  debt.  Since  that 
period  the  overplus  of  money  in  the  market  had  been  uniformly 
feized  by  Government;  by  the  expence  of  the  nation  two  mil- 
lions had  been  taken  out  of  the  circulation  and  the  capital  of 
commerce ;  by  which  drain  the  fupply  of  money  was  leffened  and 
the  intereft  kept  up,  and  the  four  per  cents,  had  fallen  within  the 
period  from  ipyl.  to  78.— What  was  the  cafe  now  f  There  was  an 
end  to  running  in  debt,  the  overplus  of  the  market  was  no  longer 
feized  on  by  Government,  the  unnatural  demand  on  the  part  of 
the  ftate  bad  ceafed,  the  overplus  of  the. market  was  converted 
into  new  capital,  the  four  per  cents,  had  rifen  above  par,  the 
whole  capital  of  the  debt  was  about  to  be  thrown  Into  circula- 
tion, and  in  changing  the  capital  of  the  debt,  90,oooL  would  be 
left  with  the  public.  Money  on  good  f|^curity  was  now  advanced 
at  five  per  cent.  A  gentleman  had  faid,  if  the  fecurity  >vere 
pundtual,  it  would  be  lent  at  four.  There  was  no  danger  that 
Government  would  again  refort  tO  borrowing,  and  there  was  a 
profpedl  of  long  peace.  Was  not,  then  ^  reduftion  of  Intereft 
praAlcable,  and  was  not  the  time  come  ?  The  borrowers  were 
already  reduced,  for  Governmentbbrrovvcd  no  more;  by  lower- 
ing the  rate  of  intereft  he  W9uld  reduce  ^tlie.  borrowers. ftill  fur- 
ther, and  cut  off  the  Hiffipated  and  the  pro fligaite  from  ipt^rftrlng 
.  iu  the  mvket,  and  heightening  the  diffic^ltiea,  pf  the  frugal  and 
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the  infAnftnous.  Tf v  the  boVrowert  were  diniTOTfiiing  the  pnijj)([)tr 
tlon  of  the  lenders  to  the  boiVowets  h  increifed ;  the  capital  ftfr- 
itierly  abforbed  by  G<!>ver^i^dnt  nriift  now  b^e  lent  in  the'  Yniirkct; 
90/D60I.  of  the  fa'nded  capital  mihft  be'cmpToytfd  rti  cottrm&ik. 
If  then  it  ^as  kffutned  againft  this  nie^fare  that  ^he  rntereft  of 
■  money  'dq)cnded  on  the  quantity  aiid  dentani  and  gradually  fell 
as  the  former  lexdeeded  the  latter;  wbe4i  "he  Kad  (hewn  that  tfhe 

-  borrowers  were  greatly  dimihrfhed  already,  arid  might  iKe  frtdrc 
fo,  and  that  the  aftual  quantity  of  frioney  rncreafea,  attfl  its  'pro- 
portion to  the  borrowers  increafed  in  a  ftfrthcr  i*atio  ;  ttiis  'mc- 

^  thod  of  ai:guing  tipbn  the  quantity  ^iid  demand  for  tn^rtey,  infte^d 
of  making  againfi  him,  was  cofielnCve  in  his  fa\x)irr,-r-He  reja- 
foncd  therefore  on  the  fefts  of  his  dppdnents.  He  ^fferted^hrt-c 
was  a  time  when  rntcreft  could  have  'be'en  iie3uced,  >vliich  'tt^s 
u-hen  Government  was, not  running  rn  delit ;  that  the  fanfc  ch- 
cumftahces  hdd 'how  recurred,  and  th^^heineafare  Wascbtffe- 
quenfly  again  pr'aAicable.     He  a<?i:ed;he  faid^  oh  the^preft^rit  'ftatc 

-  of  the  country,  ^nd  inpnjfpeift  of  ifsTutdre'ftate.  He  fa^  thtit 
from  the  avowed  incfeafe 'of  -trdd^,  fr^iit'the'cefratidn  df  **bonro#- 
ing  on  the  part  of 'Go\^efnmertt,  from  ihe  tii^h'ftate'df^the  pub- 
lic funds,  this  kingdom  'cBlild  bear4hie'fedu<3ibn  Tie  ^conteSd^d 
for;  and  he  thoti^ht  they  Had  no  rr^t^b ^check  the  fdb^r  and 
the  iiiduftrious,  ^'y  iJrefefrihg'the  eafe  of  the  i(lle*and  thfe  dlBi- 
pated  :  i\iii  they  -bu^ht  to'ftop  eveiV  ifti^ro^jer  interference  611 
the  money'  market,  ind  -pf-e^e^nt  the  ^penfr'^e'  attti'lltxuriblis'  ffon^ 
fqua.ndering  *the  capital  6f  the  coiiritVy'.i^  tieftruftive  pufftnts, 
which  Avould  otherwifebe  ehlt)ld)^ed  byHhfe  fobtr'and  *the*HbbH^ 
ousv  for  the  good  df  the  coihVn\inity :  'th'tit  we  Ihbtild  'tfe  *thc 
bibney  of  the  krn^dotViTrom  th6fe'ha\^i5s  tn-'v^rhiSh 'it  \)^bfflB'be 
bfefl-,  and  place  it  in  thbfe  in  Which'it  M>i\M  fi^uSltfy.  That  tt 
had  delivered  our  Coramei*ce  from  pHlbh';'tfiJit  ft  'ttrats^'now  tfttie 
to  ilrike  off  its  fttters.  <yei1tleihen  had  '  ^id '  i^l  'it  'WodH^ 
Wtter  to  raife  the' intei'eflffo  feven per* certt.' than  'to  tiediide'it^q 
frx ;  aiKl  thit  the  trade  bf  Ireland' was  ^t'jprefWt  cirrfrAg'  c^^by 

•  ihremal  intereft  frbtn- 1 c'n '  to  tNj^ert t V^er  cent.  .  He "  lidictfled  ^td 
';  exploded  fuch  aflerttensr:  that  the  idea  bf  ijkllftfg  t^ettty'^hd 

''t\veVjty-five  per  t^t:  dn'ti'ade'^aspreptyftei'8b8,'^n3  that  tt  COlSld 
not  be  carried  on  byfbch  hri^ans'butTor'tlit^'pBrpbfelB'of  fraoHtiiid 

•  feirkrnpty,  and  oiigl^t  therefore  to  be  ftoj[5p^d.  'He  appeafl^ ' to 
'the  feeKngs  of  the 'nat^ion  and  tTieircbmpiircjal  ambition;  that'all 
•thofe  fpirittd  exertionsVere  vain  in  freeing  their 't:cttnmercB'#lim 

a  foreign' yoke,  if  they  Tj'ere  refolvdd  to-tncham  ifrhemlelvfes. 
That  wc  had  long  cnbugh  follcrtt^e'd  Gteiit 'Britain  ;  thatjtk'^as 
time  to  eitdcavcur  at  competition  'atid  Quality ;  'that  we'fltoilld 
;j)fcice  ourfclves  on  a  footing'  on  whith  "\(re  cofuW  contehd.     Gen- 

"^  tjeqi&'might  "argue  f hat  tr^de  fhoUld  \it  4cfertcfd,'that  cdmm^rcc 
fliduld  be  abahdohed.;  tbey  might  fhew'  the.mfelves  tettacfous  of 

' '  the'  nifcriority  bf  IrtHaiftd.     He  v^s  not '  alarmed  or  che<s]kc(^  by 
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itiievcQm  fkoukl  never  ma^.^  htva.  4efpair  of  his  country.  Tbat 
the  ^aersil  argumenu  «htit  h«bd  been  adduced,  had  been  always 
ikpf>litd\9^  i«di  cafea,  fyit  hvid  not  alway$  beeti  CuccefBfLLi*  and  h^ 
trufted  would  aot  be  ib  oOw.  Wh^  w^s  tUei^  a  time  that  men 
vfcrC'BdtiDtjerdUdjiO'faire  the  rat^-of.  interell?  When  was  there 
a^imttlttt  H>wa8  nftt  aiineafiJreof  Speculation,  wliere  the irrefo^ 
lute  could  ftart  dottbls  on  <thc  iiibje^  ?  He  was  not  territkd  by 
{iich  IftigbeanB.  M.t  ooM  4M>t  be  ii^timidated  &o£n  offering  to  the 
'^l^g^  tbe  'laborious  ^  ^qgeaious  «nd  adventuring  part  of  clue 
jeo^piuotty  ^at  :pw)t^i0ticm  ¥ihi^  they  had  a  -right  tx>  exptdl 
j^mft  tbfe  idle,  tihe  -ufelefs,  and  tkc  ^rofl^g-ate.  He  couLtJ 
not  refifl:  givij^'every  aff^anee  to  tbe  comHience  cf  his  country 
vrbioh  Jt  mdfi^.  lie  -^^d  ^ie  jnsofure  «every  iucoef^,  as  he 
^ftcttr  it  ^o  be  wtfe,  if  it  ^as  pradicahk ;  thsrt  it  ^was  fo,  tbe 
times  deoooaAKated :  and  if  it  failed,  'he  had  performed  hi*  duty,.* 

Mr.  /VtEXAwpER  faid  there  w^s  bo  no^n  hail  lefts  reaf^n  <o  be 
prejudiced  in  favour  of  the  meafurethan  lie,  he  was  not  a  borrow- 
er of  i^oney,  nor  did  lie  owe  a  fmgle  farthing*  b^i  ^e  had  a^ 
ambition  to  fee  the  commerce  of  his  country  'jext^nded.  JJc 
wiflied  to 'ice  the  Irifli  naerchant  'boirow  at  five  percent,  becauft 
he  Was'confcious  that  at.prefent  he  traded  u nder, great  difadvan* 
tagei;  and  he  was  alfo  certain,  that  wheneArcr  a  aierchant  could 
Jt)orrow  at  five,  a  landed^entlcnian  might  borrow  at  four,  or  four 
and  an  half,  provided  lie  was  a  man  of  punduality,  fo  much  bet^ 
ter  was  deemed  fecurity  on  land^  i^pon  the  whole,  he  jierfeSly 
coincided  wit^  theGhaacclIor  of  the  Eapshequer. 

Mr.  BaooKE  (of  Donegal)  was  deCrou«  of  having  the  bill  com- 
mitted. He  thought  the  rcprefentatives  of  a  commercial  people 
Itv^auld  be  unpardonable,  (hould  they  negle£l  fo  ^eat  .a  means  of 
promoting  the  interefts  of  trade. 

Sir  Nicholas  La^wl-ess  faid  that  as  in  former  feflions,  -whei^ 
any  meafure  of  this  nature  was  introduced,  he  had  always  taken 
a  part  ztgairtft  it,  and  tls  he  How  faw  fufficient  ground  for  voting 
for  the  bill  tmder  confidcrationf,  he  could  not  poffiWy  give  a  filent 
'^yote  on  theocckfion. 

'In  former  feffions  he  oppofed  motions'  lor^  lo^rtt^g  the  intereft, 
ijecaufe*  he '  then  thought  the  natron  not  fufficier^tly  opulent  to 
tatethe  value  of  the  hire,  whatever  money  fhe  might  poffefs,  as 
low  as  the  neighbouring  country ;  and  alfo  becatrfe  he  k«ew,  that 
by  the  recent  eftabiiihment  of  the  Bank  of  Ireland,  not  only  the 
merchant  and  manufafturer  of  Dublin,  but  indeed  tjiofe  of  the 
whole  kii\gdom,  nyere  ferved  at  a  reduced  intereft  ;  all  good  bilk 
at  two  or  three  months  being  difcounted  there  at  five  per  cent, 

'He  faid,  he  'hoped  Ihe'Houfe  would  excufe  his  dlgrefling  a 
aoizient,  to  call  to  their  remembrance  how  inuch  thenation  owed 
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to  the  promoter  of  that  meafiife — a  gtrntteman  who  then  fified  the 
office  of  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  fo  much  to  hie  own  honour 
aird  the  advantage  of  the  nation,  and  to  whom  he  now  with  fo 
much  pleafure  addrefTed  himfelf.  To  him  the  nation  was  indcbti- 
cd  for  the  rednftion  of  difcount  to  five  per  cent,  on  her  com- 
merce, as  he  made  it  a  neceflary  condition  on  the  eftahlifhment  of 
the  National  Bank,  befides  the  wife  meafure  of  iiififtiBg  on  a  pro- 
per national  fecurity  at  all  times  eafy  to  come  at. 

He  faid  that  much  praife  was  doe  to  a  right  honourable  gen- 
tlemen, a  member  of  that  Houfe,  and  to  his  family,  for  their 
•  afliftance  in  forwarding  that  greet  eflabliOiment,  and  that,  if  he 
might  be  permitted  to  fpeak  for  himfelf,  he  thought  he  might 
claim  fome  merit  for  the  part  he  had  taken  therein. 

Bnt  to  return  to  the  fubjefk  more  immediately  before  the 
Houfe,  be  faid,  he  now  thought  that  the  meafute  of  reducing 
the  national  intereft,  might  be  undertaken  without  any  dan- 
ger. He  had  beard  on  a  former  occafion,  and  on  this  night, 
with  the  grtatefl  pleafure,  a  moft  flattering  defcrfption  of  the 
Situation  of  the  kingdom,  from  a  right  honourable  gentleman,  [the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer]  who,  from  his  fituation,  his  ac- 
knouiledged  abilities,  ^nd  indefatigable  induftry,  was  the  perfon 
itiofl  competent  to  deliver  a  well  founded  opinion  0*1  the  fnbjeft. 
He  faid,  it  was  evident  to  every  ratan  open  to  conviAion,  that 
the  ffate  now  could  get  money  to  reduce  the  intereft  on  the  na- 
tional debt  on  much  better  terms  than  ever  he  had  known  or  cx- 

"  pe<5led.     That  the  manufactures  and  commerce  of  the  country 

^  Were  avowedly  increai5ng  every  day**  and  that  it  was  a  notorious' 
h&y  that  inftead  Df  fending  money  abroad  for  bread,  we  receN- 
pd  many  thoiifand  pounds  yearly  for  com  exported. 

He  faid  he  believed,  indeed,  fome  individuals  might  fuffcr  on 

,  finding  it  difficult  to  borrow  money  iihder  a  reduced  intereft,  and 
therefore  might  be  obliged  to  bring  their  eftates  to  market,  yet 
he  was  firmly  of  opinion  it  would,  in  very  few  years,  be  found 
tnxuzh  to  the  advantage  of  the  nation,  and— as  Sa/tu^  or  feUcitas 
fopuli  fuprema  kx  ^y  he  /hould  vote  for  the  committal. 

That  he  could  truly  fay,  no  g^lcman  in  the  Houfe  gave  a 

.  more  <  difinterefted  vote  on  the  queftion  than  himfelf,  for  that 
although  he  believed  a  reduftion'of  intereft  would  raife  the.  value 
<i)f  dtatea,  yet  as  he  did  pot. intend  tq  fell  any  of  liis,.  he  f^w  no 

.'  advantage  frpm  that  quarter,  but  on  the  contrary,  he  had  fopfie 
reafon  to  think. he  might  eventually  lofe  fome  thoufand  pound*  by 
lowering  the  intereft.  "      ,        .  .'..      . 

Mr.  Bu,RG*fi  laid  if  they  did  not  let  the  bill  now  go  into  a  com- 
mittee, they  were  done  with  it  for  ever;  they  had  for  76  years 
been  labouri'r^g  under'  a  difadvantage  of  one  per  cent,  they  had 
an  opportunity  of  freeing  tlieiiifelves  from  it  ;  would' they,  or 
would  they  not  ? 
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General  CtnfNTNGtt AM, — Nothing  was  cvei  more  farpiifin^ 
than  that  there  (hould  be  in  this  Houfe  a  gentleman  ^who'  would 
rge^  th^  motion  of  my  right  honourable  friend,  [the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer]  for  I  think  I  never  heard  a  more  fair  an^ 
honeft  argument,  >  or  a  more  raodeH  and  reafonable  propofal  thaq 
his,  and  therefore  I  am  aftonifhed  to  hear  any  one  fay,  I  wiFl  not 
admit  the  bill  to  go  into  a  committee^  xyhcrt  it  may  be  fully  dif- 
cuffed,'  but  I  will  fhut  up  my  underftanding  againil  rcafon  and 
againft  argument ;  no  man  has  been  found  who  doul>ts  the  princi- 
ple of  thel3ill ;  then  Iww  will  you  4inow  the  application  of  that 
principle,  but  by  inveftigating  the  bill  in  a  committee  ? 
,  I  adnait  that  I  am  one  who  am  not  much  converfant  in  finance, 
neither  have  I  fufiiclently  ftudied  all  the  manoeuvres  of  trkde  to 
be  a  perfeft  mafter  of  this  fubjedl— *i>ut  I  believe  I  ani  not  very 
lingular  in  this  Houfe— -the  Houfe  confiih  of  three  hundred 
members,  and  not  to  fpeak  difrefpedlfully,  I  believe  if  there  are 
ter>  men  within  thefe  walls  who  can  fay,  they  underftand  perfedly 
every  queftion  debated  here,  we  are  the  M^ifeft  affembly  in 
Europe  ;  for  my  part,  when  I  vote,  if  I  fliould  entertain  a  doubt, 
*  i  ifhall  look  at  th^  man  upon  whole  judgment  I*  can  moft  depend, 
[the  Speaker]  and  in  fo  doing,  I  think  I  (hall  vote  with  my  right 
honourable  friend  [the  Chancellor  of  tlie  Exchequer]' whofe  abi^ 
lity  and  integrity  is  fo  defervedly  refpedled,  I  know  that  he  has 
taken  infinite  pains  to  make  himfelf  mafter  of  the  .fubject ;  I  know 
that  he  went  td  England  to*  ftudy  and  underftand  it  fully,  where 
the  very  beff 'information  was  to  be  had,  at  the  fame  time  that  he 
planned  a  late  event,  the  benefits  of  which  extend  t9  the  whole 
nation.  •    /  . 

Mr.  CLEM'ti^rs  fold  he  would  vote  for  committing  the  blUj 
the  principle  wad  feif-evident ;  the  only  qucftion  that  could  poffi- 
bly  arife  was,  whether  the  country  was  how  ripe  for  tjie  mea- 
fure ;  that  Indeed  was  worth  enquiry,  but  the  enquiry  might  be 
made  in  a  committee ;  for  his  part, '  he  would  take  it  upon  a  com- 
mercial principle,  and  no  other ;  as  to  thfe  public,  it  was  certain 
the  public  credit  n^ver  had  been  fo  high  as  the  prefent  moment. 

Honourable  Mr.  Anneslky  faid  he  was  againft  the  bill|  and 
he  moved  that  it  be  committed  for  the  jft  of  May. 

Seijeant.  Hz  WITT  feconidcd  the  motion, 

Mr.  CuFFE  faid  after  the  very  able  manner  in  which  the  fub- 
jeA  had  been  handled  ;  after  a  debate  which  conveyed  more  in- 
formation, and  difplayed  as  great  talents  as  any  he  ever  recoflec- 
ted ;  he  was  allonifhed  at  gentlemen  attempting  to  ftifle  the  quef- 
tion,  by  deferring  it  to  a  day  on  wKich  they  knew  Parlianient 
would  not  be  fitting  ;  If  they  wanted  any  farther  information,  no 
pcrfons  more  competent  to  give  it  than  the  commercial  people 
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jpf  dii8  citr  ;  they  fBigfet  be  Ji^ipoedijicly  .cpqfwlud,  ?nfl  thc«fore 
lie  ffould  not  coofenX  tQ  4f^9«y . 

The  qucftion  being  put,  that  the  bifl  be  committed,  itfoSsH 
without  a  divifio.n. 

It  waB  jhen  piovcti,  tW  t-he  Houfe  will  on  the  firft  of  Ma]r> 
.tcjW-ve.kfclf  ifltp,^  coii^aittec  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  take  tK* 
bftU  into  <;onA(ktajtiQ^« 

Ayes  ~  ---27 

•    Noes  ■'■'   ~  •  •'^     .  75 

The  Chancellor  OF  THE  Exchequer  moved,  thatthebiH 
}jc  conamltted  for  Saturday  joext ;  which  pajfcd  without  a  divifioa, 

The  Houfe  adjoiirn^d  till.Pr.lday» 


IW    UIJLI     If.VA   , 


A  *P«titio^|  ^f  ^^^  pijaypr,  .l^^Iffs,  burgcfles,  freemen,  incr- 
chxntSt.  t!T»dcp$  sod  other  ^df^bitants  of  the  ,tQwn  of  Wexford, 
wider  their  common  fe^l,  was.prefen^d  to  the  Ijloufe  ^tid  read; 
-  fetting  forth,  that  the  petitionersf  trade  hits  cofifideraUy  iocreaf- 
■ed  oniate  yeara,  ^nd  tfet  they  anppally  export  coj;n  j^articulaily 
to  .a  very  (large  aiDpupt,;  t^hat  their  Rways,  Sqt  Mj^antjaf^^fund  ^o 
irepatr  them,  have  by  .the  iH30vaidabkJQiM''LC&,aF.tin^.gQiie  \q  ep- 
>iirely  to  decay  th^t .there  js .not, c>ne  at  .prtk\it.%Q  which t|^e.,^ql» 
can  make  fait  or  load  or  unload  at  without  great  inconvenience, 
except  the  Cuftom-houfe  quay,  and  that  is  by  much  too  con^nedj 
for  thfeir  ,««in*ber.of  (hipping  \  they  beg  Jeave  further :h/iP»Hy  ^* 
ftiptefoflt  that  their  hnr  KasDbeen  for  foiiac  time  />eHtr«!»€ly  d^P- 
gei»ou3,  and  that  during  the  pnefent  jvinterfour/veffelp  wiUi  A^r 
•loading  have  been  unhappily  loft,  jBod  that  iheJesunen,  iirhp^jiii^rc: 
provtd<*n^klIly  faved,  were  r^fcupd  at  in^naiincftt  l^^^and;  .IJky; 
conctiive  thatfthis cviLmay^be cpnfiderably  jren^cdiedhy  theejpcc- 
f  mn  t)f  a  certain  p  omtber  df  ■  b luiys  j  to  be  occaiiOQaSiy.  fiiifted  \Xfii^ 
the  (iii^dion  pfTl^ilful  people  appointed  for  that  fpecial  purpofe; 
rliey 'Ilkewrfc  conceive  that  rebuilding  and  extending  Uwir^uays 
may,  by  narrowing  and  fomewhat  confittingthe  <:'hawa€l  of  tic 
T'ver,  alTift  in  no  fmall  degree  in  deepening  thew^t^ron  the  bar. 
To  make  ihefe  neceflary  repairs,  irriprovemerits  and  appoiutin€ntsl 
,1}:^ oyilixwH  .Icfs  .than  five. thpufAud  ppi,mds,rto,,rajre  vj^hichfum 
t^ie,pai^'oners,,are,derir,ojis  %o  fybpiit  themfely'e^tp  a'.tempo|;ary 
,|ipc ;.  they  therefore  hJ^Plbly.intr?j5it  that  the  Hpufe  may  be  pleaf- 
:.c;d  to.biii?ig  in,, or  permit  „to.b,e.  brought  in, ^ a  bill  to  impofefor 
*  the  term^  of. twenty  years  a:tax.pf,,6d  per , ton  oi\, every-  ihip  or  vef- 
,£el.thut  ihaJlload  or  unload  ,any.p^rt  of  her.  cargo  ii>Abc  barboyr 
^•r  riv«r.o£.Wc4prd  ;  ^UVtlp^t.^jich  vcffd  (^pmiijg.JAVo  or  goinj 
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otit  of  the  h^rboiir  fliall^  at  ea^h  tim^^  pay  iSi  id.  per  veflel  ^ 
aiid  therefore  praying  that  the  fum  of  is,  id.  received  from  each 
vefTel  coming  in  or  going  oat  of  the  harbour  may  be  appointed 
for  the  etrC'ftion  ef  budy»,  and  for  the  payment  of  the  people  un- 
der whofe  dire6lion  they  may  be  placed  ;  and  that  the  tax  of  ^d. 
per  tori  oh  each  veffel  ad  iforcfaid  may  be  appropriated  ta  the 
pttrpofes  of  repair liig)  itnproving  and  eictei^ding  their  quays. 

Sir  RtCH AaD  Johnston  prefcnted  t^  the  Houfe,  according  to 
order,  a  bill  16  amend  an  a£l  pafTed  ii)  the  eleventh  year  of  the 
mgn  of  her  late  Majttly  Queen  Anne>  entitled  an  ad  fur  explain* 
ing  and  amending  feveral  ftatutes  for  prohibiting  u«der-flieriff* 
and  ftrcriifs  clerks  fr6m  officiating  as  (heriffB  clerks  more  than  one 
year,  and  to  extend  the  provilions  thereof;  which  was  received 
and  read  the  firft  time. 

pn  the  report  on  the  tobacCo-bfll  being  read, 

Mr.  Alexander  folicited  that  the  port  of  Londonderry  fhould 
not  be  (hut  out  from  the  importation  of  tobacco ;  he  was  ready 
and  willing,  he  faid,  to  admit  that  fome  improprieties  might  have 
been  committed  in  that  part  by  fomfe  pei  fens  dealing  in  tobacco 
in  a,£ontraband  manner;  but  he  threw  himfelf  on  the  mercy  dP 
the  Houfe,  and  hoped  the  right  honourable  gentleman  at  the 
nead  of  the  revenue  Would  pay  fome  attention  to  his  prefent  fo- 
licitation. 

Mr.  Beresford  faid  when  this  bill  was  in  a  former  llage,  feve- 
Til  gentlemen  had  cbmplained  that  the  prohibitory  claufe  would 
hkve  been  attended  with  great  injury  to  feveral  merchants  of  Der- 
-ry,  who  hiid  fent  orders  to  America  to  Aiip  tobacco,  and  in  order 
to  prevent  any  inconvenience  on  that  head,  he  had  introduced  a 
provifoy  that  (hould  extend  the  time  for  the  importation  till  the 
24th  of  June  next ;  but  now  that  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
fairly  and  candidly. admitted  that  illicit  pradlices  had  been  made 
ufe  of,  and  in  hopes  that  thefe  pra^ices  "vvould  in  future  be  put  a 
ftop  to,  he' was  willing  to  extend  Hill  further  that  provifo,  and  to 
nfioW  the  hnportation  to  the  ift  day  of  March,   1 789. 

He  faid  by  this  means  he  gave  the  merchants  of  Derry  an  op- 
^rtiinityof  evincing  by  fafts  what  the  hrnourable  member  who 
ipoke  in  their  favour  could  only  exprefs  his  hopes  of;  that  if  in 
confequence  of  the  indulgence  now  allowed  them,  they  (hould  quit 
"their  illicit  practices,  «nd  import  falrl}'',  then  there  would  be  time 
between  the  meeting  of  Parliament  and  the  [  11  of  March  to  con- 
tinue the  indulgence,  and  to  put  that  port  upon  its  former  foot- 
ing ;  and  on  the  contrary,  ii^  they  (liould  continue  their  prefent 
^Jraftices,  notwithllanding  the  indulgence  (hewn  to  them  by  the 
.Hoiife,  they  might  be  pofitively  alfured,  from  the  decided  fen fe 
'  which  the  Houfe  had  expreficd  of  their  deHnquency,.  that  they 
would  incur  the  utmoft  refeutracnt  of  Parliament,  and  be  fubjedl- 
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ed  fr^m  tbcoccfonh  to  thofc  rcftn'Aions  wbidi»  at  the  foKatt 
tion  of  the  honoorablc  geatlcmaD  who  bad  promilcd  in  their  ttUBt, 
were  poftponed. 

He  then  moTed  a  claufe  to  that  cffcft,  whkh  wa»  agreed  to. 

Sir  Hexkt*  Cavendish  infonned  the  Houfe,  that  the  felecl 
committee  appcnoud  for  trying  and  detem^ining  the  merits  of 
the  petition  of  Francis  SaundrrTon,  £fq;  complaining  of  an  un- 
due eleftion  and  return  fof  the  county  of  Caran,  have  determined 

That  John  Maxwell,  Efq;  i»  not  duly  returned  a  knight  o: 
t!ie  (hire  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  Parliament  for  the  county  ci 
Cavan. 

That  Francis  Saunderfon,  Efq;  ought  to  have  been  returned  a 
knight  of  the  fnire  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  Parliament  for  the 
county  of  Cavan. 

And  the  deputy  clerk  of  the  Crown  and  {lanaper  having  at- 
tended at  the  table,  amended  the  return,  by  erafing  the  namecf 
John  Maxwell,  Efq;  and  inferting  the  name  of  Francis  Saunder- 
fon, Efq;  in  the  room  thereof. 

Sir  Henry  Cavendish  then  reported  the  third  refolulionoi 
the  committee,  which  wn^s  as  follows : 

Pvcfulved,  that  John  Maxwell,  Efq;  and  the  freeholders  o^ 
the  county  of  Cavan  have  leave  to  petition  the  Houfe  wltiua 
fourteen  days  againil  theeledlion  of  Francis  Saunderfon,  Efq. 

Mr  Dennis  Browne  fald  he  believed  that  no  inflancc  could  l)« 
adduced  under  Mr.  Grenville's  aft,  where  fuch  a  refolution  as  tie 
one  now  re^d,  had  been  entered  into  by  a  feledl  committee;  ^ 
faid  that  this  refolution,  coupled  with  the  other  twO|  madetk 
return  incomplete,  it  invalidated  the  report,  and  in  his  opinion 
the  report  ought  not  to  be  received.  He  called  upon  gentlemea 
u  ho  were  acquainted  with  the  rule  of  Parliament  in  thefe  caks, 
to  give  their  opinion  on  the  fubjefl. 

Here  Mr.  Saunderfon  was  introduced,  fwofn,  and  tooktis 
feat. 

Sir  Lucius  O'Brien  faid  ther^  was  not  the  feaft  necefiityi^r 
aorreeing  to  the  refolution  now  read  ;  for  the  right  of  petitioning, 
if  the  party  thought  themfelves  aggrieved,  exiiled  without  tk 
interference  of  fuch  a  refolution. 

The  Sf  cretary  of  State  obfcrved,  that  there  was  nootlicr 
power  given  to  the  committee  by  the  a£l  of  Parliament  than  to 
tiy  merely  the  merits  of  the  petition,  and  he  here  deCred  th^tthc 
petition  be  read,  which  being  done,  he  faid  that  the  report  oh^^ 
committefe  only  went  to  the  return,  and  the  refolution  offered  to 
tiie  Houre,  referred  the  paity  to  another  committee  to  try  tuc 
merits  of  the  ekcti-jn. 
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Mr.  D£n)<is  Daly  deflred  that  the  minutes  of  <he  committee 
fhould  be  fent  for,  as  they  contained  amoft  extraordinary  refo^ 
lution,  which  was,  that  counfel  ought  not  to  proceed  to  the 
merits  of  the  eledion. 

The  Attorney  General  faid he  thought  the  proceedings  of 
the  committee  fo  very  extraordinary  and  incomprchenfible,  that 
he  was  utterly  at  a  lofs  to  know  in  what  manner  it  could  be  ac- 
counted for ;  in  his  opinion  the  report  ought'  not  to  have  been 
received,  and  the  committee  fhould  be  fcnt  to  re -confider  their 
report ;  for  what  was  the  cafe  ?  Mr.  Saunderfon  petitions  ^gainft 
an  undue  return  of  Mr.  Maxwell  for  the  county  of  Cavan  ;  the 
petition  is  referred  to  a  feleA  committee,  and  the  committee  re- 
port, that  Mr.  Saunderfon  ought  to  have  been  returned  ;  and  by . 
the  refolution  now  offered  by  the  right  honourable  baronet,'  it  is 
implied,  that  Mr.  Saunderfon  v^s  not  duly  elefted  ;  and  this  re- 
folution is  founded  on  a  cafe  cited  in  Dugdaie,  of  the  return  of  a 
Mr.  Eyre  for  the  borough  of  Maldiftg.  In  his  opinion,  the  whole 
ments  of  the  election  as  well  as  the  return  fhould  be  referred  to 
the  committee,  and  the  committee  having  refufed  to  let  counfel 
proceed  to  the  merits  of  the  ele^Uon,  but  wanted  the  merits  of 
the  eledion  to  be  referred  to  another  committee,  and  that  com- 
mittee perhaps  to  another,  fo  on  to  fecula  feculorum.  He  de- 
clared that  he  thought  the  report  ought  uot  to  be  received  ;  and 
as  both  refolutions  of  the  committee  were  entered  on  the  journals 
of  the  Houfe,  and  the  honourable  gentleman  had  taken*  his  feat, 
whether  a  motion  for  rcfcinding  that  vote  would  be  proper  or  not, 
l^Tas  a  queflion  he  could  not  take  upon  himfelf  to  determine  ;  but 
this  he  was  pretty  clear  in,  that  without  refcinding  that  vote,  the 
Houfe  had  a  right  to  fend  back  the  committee  to  take  into  con- 
fideration  the  merits  of  the  eleftion. 

TheGHANCELLOR  OF  THE  EXCHEQUER  faid  thc  report  was 
not  final ;  the  return  is  decided  on,  but  the  merits  of  the  election 
are  not  decided  on  ;  the  refolution  of  the  committee  only  go  to 
the  return,  and  not  at  all  to  the  merits  of  the  elediion ;  and  in 
his  opinion,  without  meaning  the  fmalleft  dlfrefpe6t  to  the  mem-  ^ 
hers  of  that  committee,  there  was  an  inconfiftency  in  the  report, 
and  he,-  for  his  part,  thought  the  conamittee  ought  to  be  fent 
back  to  try  the  merits  of  the  clc£^ion. 

Mr.  Michael  Smith  faid  he  had  not  the  honour  of  knowing 
cither  of  the  gentlemen  interelled  in  the  bufinefs,  but  this  was  a 
queftion  of  very  great  importance,  for  it  was  whether  the  law  for 
trying  conteiled  elcd^ions,  (hould  be  abfolutely  repealed  or  not. 
He  afked  if  the  refolutions  of  the  committee  were  entered  in  the 
Journals  of  the  Houfe  ?  [Here  the  entry  was  read]  He  obferved 
that  the  adl  of  Parliament  makes  the  determination  of  the  com- 
mittee concluiive  on  the  Houfe,  and  thc  committee  ought  to  con- 
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fine  thcmfelvtt  to  the  prayer  of  the  petition,  f  At  his  df five  tkc 
pctrtion  was  read  ag^in.3  He  now  took  nottee  that  the  r«twii 
only  waa  complained  of  by  the' petit ioii,  and  the  committee  we» 
reilrained  from  going  into  the  merits  of  the  clc^ion,  as  the  return 
owly  was  rcfentd  to  them  ;  the  petition,  attd  the  refolutions  of 
the  committee  had  heen  entered  on  the  Journals  of  thf  Houfe, 
which  had  been  carried  into  efftft  by  fwearing  in  Mr.  Saundet-* 
fon, 

Mr.  Serjeant  Tole*  fafd  he  was  for  having  the  confideratioo 
tof  this  bufinefs  poftpon^d  till  Monday. — He  faid  it  was  a  queftioiti 
inYolving  not  only  the  privileges  of  the  Hmife,  but  alf6  the  pri- 
rifegcs  of  the  people  ;  and  in  re^eft  to  the  great  ftrefs  that 'had 
been  laid  on  the  entry  made  in  the  journals^  he  inftanced  the  cafe 
of  a  vetttrn  for  the  feorough  of  Sligo,  where  a  vote  fwr  th«  y^tura 
of  a  Tf^ember  was  refcinded, 

The  Solicitor  G<%neral  faid  he  wasof  opinton  thatthf  cqbI' 
mfttce  ouglit  to  go  back,  till  they  found  a  complete  vcrdi^.^-«J' 
The  nefbhitioa,  h<i  faid,  fhew»  that  the  oommiitce  were  dmibtlvd 
if  Mr.  iSiauaderfoa  was  duly  elcded  or  not ;  by  the  law  of  the 
land  ihcy  wore  fwom  to  try  whether  Mr.  Saunderfon  was  duly 
vetumad,  and  du^  eleded  ;  he  iiid  th^  if  this  debate  had i^d&eft 
place  leiRittr,  Mr.  Sauaderfon  would  not  hai%  heen  Cwor^y  aaj  inf 
his  cNpiiviosL,  as  tlhe  Houfe  feenaed  to  he  embarrafied^  k  would  bft 
secelfary  'to'Oome  to  fomo  i^eCbijutioa  on  the  huTioefs. 

Mr.  CuARA>{  (*id  thi6  was  a  gncitop  of  Iaw>  arifing  froiwa  jCob-^ 
firwtSioa  ofiiii  a^  of  Pa,rl'a»T>ent ;  the  a(5i  was-  manfUttory  op  the 
Hovife,  and  the  resport  of  tUeGom-mittee  was  entered  on  ^hejoiu-r 
nals,  which  was  final  and  con<Jufive,  aiKii  the  refolutioiji  ;]?ow -he* 
fore  the  Houfe,  being  no  part  of  the  report  of  the  committee, 
totally  unooRReekd  with  it,  and  hawing  notching  to  fey  to  it,  itr 
ought  not  to  be  received  by  tlie  Houfe* 

Mr.  HEWtiTT  faid  he  vaaa  ready  t^  admit  .that, the  report  of  the 
committee  w^uld  be  iinal  and  coi>clufivc,  if  they  had  done  what 
the  ad  of  Parliament  had  required  ;  and  the  aci  of  ParHameat 
vet^uiring  that  the  commiteee  (]>ould  report  their  refolutions  toge- 
tKer,  and  they  not  having  dftpe  fo>  tl^  report  was  coufegiieuUj 
informal. 

The  Atjtorwey  Gei*eral  exprefled  his  embaiTafHnept  gntbc 
prefcnt  qwellion,  and  he  requefted  that  an  opinion  on4he  fubjeS^ 
ihould  be  given  frotn  ^he  :Cliair,  which  opinion,  he  faid,  flioultt 
be  conclufive  with  him. 

The  Speaker  j^ave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  return  of  the- 
,  comaiiti^t  vvaa  filial  and  conclufive  on  the  Houfe  to  all  intent* 
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and  purpofes,  and  that  the  Hoiife  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
rcfolutiond  now  before  it ;  obferving  at  the  fame  time,  that  it  was 
better  to  ftifFer  a  partial  evil,  than  to  permit  any  innovation  in 
the  ufage  and  law  of  Parliament. 

The  Houfe  rcfolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe,  to  take  into  confideration  the  petition  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  city  of  Dublin,  relative  to  the  police,  and  for  coun- 
feJ  to  be  heard  in  fupport  of  the  faid  petition,  Mr.  Serjeant 
Hewit  in  Ihe  chair. 

Mr.  Marcus  Beresford  defired  the  Clerk  to  read  the  peti- 
tion! 

The  petition  being  read,  and  counfel  called,  Mr.  Duquery 
ftated  the  cafe  of  the  petitioners  with  very  great  ability: 
He  contrafted  the  prefent  eilormous  expence  of  the  police 
cftabliHiment,  which  he  ftated  to  be  20,oool.  annually,  to 
the  former  nightly  watch  of  the  city^  which  amounted  only  to 
461 7I.  a  year ;  he  proceeded  to  ftate  that  the  inftitution  had  not 
orJy  failed  of  its  intended  beneficial  efFefts,  but  had  alfo  pro- 
duced much  mifchief  and  very  great  oppreffionj  that  every  parifh' 
of  this  city  had  convened,  and  without  a  flngle  diffenting  voice 
had  agreed  to  petition  Parliament  for  a  repeal  of  the  law ;  that 
it  was  a  law  contrary  to  the  inclination  of  thofe  for  whofe  benefit 
it  was  intended,  and  who  were  the  moft  competent  judges  what 
kind  of  prote6^ion  was  beft  adapted  to  the  conftitution  of  the 
city. — He  then  ftated  the  oppreffion,  cruelties  and  adls  of  vio- 
lence which  had  been  committed  by  perfons  acling  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  commiflioriers  of  police,  which  were  fo  numerous 
that  there  was  no  court,  either  civil  or  criminal,  whofe  attention 
had  not  been  engaged  either  by  trials  or  actions  brought  againft: 
police-men,  for  difobedience  to  the  laws,  and  for  being  guilty  of- 
the  mbft  enormous  excefles.  He  compared  the  chief  commiflioner 
of  the  police  to  Attila,  King  of  the  Huns,  who  in  his  irruption 
into  Rome,  told  the  Roman  people  that  he  had  come  for  their 
protedlion,  when  he  in  fadi:  came  for  the  purpofe  of  devouring 
them  up.  After  dwelling  with  fome  force  on  the  feyeral  points 
-ftated  in  the  petition,  and. reprobating  the  police  law,  by  leaving 
the  citizens  of  the  metropolis  deftitute  of  prote6tion  and  expofed 
to  violence,  he  faid,  he  fhould  produce  feveral'refpeftable  wit- 
Deffes,  in  order  to  fubftantiate  the  allegations  of  the  petition. 

Mr  Marcus  Beresford  faid  it  was  unneceflary  to  produce 
witnefTes,  as  he  was  ready  to  admit  fome  part  of  the  ftatement 
made  by  the  learned  counfel  at  the  bar,  and  if  witnefTes  were 
called,  the  difcuflion  would  be  a  partial  one. 

The  Counfel,  however,  was  defired  to  proceed  to  examine  wlt- 
nefl*es,  and  Mr.  John  Watfon  and  Mr.   Richard  Wilfon,  being 
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examined,  proved  feveral  afts  of  cruelty  and  oppreflion  perpetrated 

by  the  police  wz^tch.of  the  Barracfc-divHion Mr.  Fleming,  a 

refpeftable  houfe-kceper  in  Church-ftreet,  gave  the  committee  an 
account  of  the  cruel  treatment  he  bad  received  from  a  Mr» 
Godfrey,  a  chief  conftable  of  the  Barrack-divifion,  for  no  other 
neafon  whatever  than  for  looking  into  the  police  watch-houfe  on 
t4ie  lans-quay  i  That  in  confequence  of  the  treatment  he  had 
received^  by  which  he  was  very  near  lofing  his  life,  he  profecut- 
od  Godfrey  at  law,  and  convided  him,  and  Godfrey  was  fen- 
tenccd  to  be  imprifoned  for  fix  months ;  that  application  had 
been  made  to  him  by  the  curate  of  the  pari(h,  and  feveral  of  his 
acquaintance,  in  favour  of  Godfrey,  whofe  mother  was  reported 
to  him  to  be  in  a  (late  of  frenzy  on  account  of  the  confinement 
of  her  fon  ;  that  iq  confequence  of  thofe  applicationa  he  had  cen- 
fented  to  drop  all  further  profecutions  oathe  bufmefs.  He  faid 
lie  received  30L  103.  od.  for  confenting  to  forgive  Godfrey, 
though  the  expence  of  the  profecution  coll  him  above  40I. 

The  counfel  then  proceeded"to  examine  other  witneffes.  Mr. 
Nathaniel  Hone,  aji  eminent  merchant,  proved  the  ineffici- 
ency of  the  protection  afforded  by  the  police,  his  ware-houfc 
having  been  robbed  a  few  nights  ago  of  wines  and  fugars  to  a 
confideral^c  amount ;  and  as  there  were  ilations  for  two  police 
men  in  the  lane  where  bia  ware-hOufc  was,  and  in  effefting  the 
robbery  fome  hours  muft  have  been  employed ;  from  thcfe  cir- 
cumilanccK  he  had  reafon  to  believe  that  the  robbery  was  not 
cffeded  without  the  privity  of  the  police  man.  He  informed  the 
committee  that  when  he  called  at  the  divifioaal  juftice's  in 
order  to  acquaint  him  of  the  circumftance,  and  to  confult  him 
upon  what  was  neceffary  to  be  ^one,  becaufe  \l  was  in  the  after- 
Doon,  he  was  denied  to  be  at  honw,  though  he  faw  him  in  his 
parlour,  and  on  urging  to  fee  the  Alderman,  he  was  ti'eated  with 
rudenefs,  and  defired  to  go  to  the  devil. 

Sir  Edward  Crofton  moved,  that  the  chairman  do  report 
progrefs  and  defire  leave 'to  fit  again 

For  the  motion  —  49 

Againft  it  —  $6 

Mr,  Secretary  Fitzherbbrt  obferved,  that  he  had  attend- 
ed very  clofely  to  the  examination  of  the  witneffes,  and  what  fell 
from  theni  had  made  fome  ftrong  impreffions  on  his  mind,  and  he 
fliould  therefore  move  that  the  chairman  do  report^  pVogi-efs  and 
defire  leave  to  fit  again.  - 

The  committee  reported  progrefs,  and  was  dire&ed  to  iit  agai* 
on  Monday. 
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Satukdat,  February  13,  i^fl8. 

A  petitteil  of  the  fcvcral  Inhabitants  of  the  towni  and  county 
of  the  town  of  Drogheda,  whofe  names  are  thereunto  fubfcribe^ 
WM  prefented  to  the  Houfc  and  fead ;  fetting  forth,  that  the 
chief  magfftrate  of  the  faid  town  has  been  for  a  feries  oi  y.eai^ 
paft  impoweied  under  fcveral  afts  of  Parliament  to  ftrikc  the 
*  affize  of  bread  and  to  regulate  the  baking  trade  theFeof,  and  alfo 
Jugulate  the  retail  prices  of  the  different  forts  of  mcal»  acicord- 
ing  to  the  aver9ge  prices  of  g^in  in  each  weekly  market,  until 
'   by  the  a&.  paffed  lail  Oefiion  of  Parliament,  for  regulating  the 
I  baking  trade  of  this  kingdom  in  general,  (fome  cities  and  towas 
r  excepted)  an  alteration  took  place  by  which  the  faid- power  was 
[  taken  from  the  chief  magiftrate  there,  in  confequttnuee  whereof 
1^  the  price  of  bread  has  been  advanced  in  a  proportion  of  hear  one- 
eighth  more  than  it  Would  have  been  iince  the  commencement  of 
I    the  (aid .  a6ly  according  to  the  middle  price  of  grain,  which  is 
I'  a  grievance  feverely  felt  by  the  numerous  manufacturers  and  poor 
'>  iohabitants  of  &ki  town  and  neighbourhood  ;  and  therefore  pray- 
I  ^8g  the  Hovife  to  take  the  fame  into  consideration,  and  pafe  a  Hvr 
•.  that  may  operate  there  with  refpe^l  to  the  baking  trade  itnd  retail 
[prices  of  meal,  fimilar  to  the  laws  now  in  force  for  regulating  faid 
i  trade  in  the  cities  of  Dublin  or  Cork. 

The  Houfe  ref<^vcd  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe, 
[en  the  bill  for  reducing  the  interefl  of  money,  Mr.  Corry  hi 
the  chair. 

Mr.  CLjiMENTS  faid  the  late  debate  which  had  taken  place 
.€0Dceraing  the  primun^  of  manufactures,  and  the  neceffity  of 
^ving  that  pripnum  cheap,  had  fully  convinced  him  of  the  great 
tidvaatage  which  muil  accrue  to  a  commercial  and  maouia^uring 
country,  from  being  enabled  to  get  the  ufe  of  money  cheap; 
ioaoBey,  which  is  the  prim  urn  of  agriculture,  trades,  arts,  manu- 
h^ure»  and  commerce,  and  which  gives  fuch  a  decided  fuperiori- 
ty  to  that  nation,  where  it  can  moft  eafily  be  obtained,  that  if  her 
induftry  and  natural  advantages  be  in  any  degree  equal  to  her  ri- 
vals, they  cannot  long  (land  in  competition  with  her.  As  a 
friend  then  to  the  manufa^ures  and  commerce  of  Ireland,  he  was 
of  opinio Dy  that  the  bitt^  now  before  the  committee  (hould  pafo, 
itt.it  would' greatly  tend  to  promote  thofe  objcfts,  on  which  the 
oational  profperity  fo  much  depended. 

The  time,  faid  he,  it  is  faid  is  not  yet  ripe  for  this  meafwe — 
ibei-e  is  nothing  vi4iich  gentlemen  are  more  liable  to  miftake  than 
the  quantky  of  cajfh  in  this  kingdom :  when  the  light  gold  w»s 
called  io  uader  Lord  North's  adminHlration,  it  was  tliought  that 
fofty  or  fifty  thoufaiKl  light  guineas  would  exchange  all  the  light 
gfold  in  Ireland ;  it  was  foon  found  that  fix  times  th^t  fu^  was  in*- 
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fuffident ;  we  have  been  going  on,  cutting  theni  from  that  day 
to  this,  and  at  the  prefcnt  time  it  is  proved,  that  two  thouW 
guineas  per  day  are  cut  in  this  city,  between  the  National  Bank 
and  private  (hops,  and  all  this  without  being  miflld  out  of  tk 
circulation;  but  the  flrongeft  proof  of  the  propriety  of  ihe  mea- 
fure  is,  that  private  perfons  and  corporations  do  at  this  day  get 
inoney  at  fire  per  cent — ^The  Corporation  of  the  City  of  Dubl.n 
pay»  no  more  on  a  large  debt,  and  the  Grand  Canal  Company  au 
at  this  moment  reducing  their  debt  to  ^vc» 

If  the  meafu.e  was  not  now  to  be  undertaken,  when  war  and 
tumult  had  ceafed,  when  a  wife  and  fleady  Government,  purfuing 
meafures  of  ccconomy,  reducing  the  national.  diLt  at  the  teiy 
moment  they  were  augmenting  the  forces  of  the  kingdom,  gave 
the  flrongeft  afiurances  of  a  lafting  peace;  when  money  wai 
more  abundant  in  the  country  than  had  been  known  at  any  former 
period,  and  when  our  commerce,  freed  from  its  fnackles,  wanted 
but  the  aid  of  this  mtafurc  to  ttand  in  competition  with  that  of 
the  moil  profpcrous  nations. 

He  concluded  with  declaring  that  he  gave  his  mofl  hearty  fup- 
port  to  the  mcafure,  from  a  full  convidlion  that  it  vtould  benetu 
the  commerce  and  manufadlures  of  Ireland. 

The  Prime  SERjEANT.-^The  fame  principle  which  jufiified 
the  rcduftlon  of  the  intereft  of  money  from  fevcn  to  fix  per  cerr, 
will  certainly  recommend  the  redu6b'on  ftill  lower  to  five  percent. 
* — that  is,  to  benefit  our  commerce^  and  place  our  merchants  ofl 
a  par  with  foreigners,  upon  which  they  are  not  at  prtfent.  Ith 
a  mcafure  that  will  enable  our  perfons  in  trade  to  bring  their  com- 
moditics  to  foreign  markets,  artd  fell  them  cheaper — it  will  raifc 
the  value  of  lances,  and  by  rendering  the  ufe  of  money  more  cheap, 
will  tend  ultimately  to  the  promotion  of  our  trade,  n^.anufadures, 
and  fifh cries,  from  enabling  our  people  to  profecute  them  witft 
vigour  and  effcdl. 

He  then  defired  tlie  Clerk  to  read  the  preamble  of  the  jth  d 
George  II,  chap.  7,  which  is  the  a6l  that  reduced  the  intcreilfi 
inoney  in  this  country  from  feven  to  fix  percent,  vvhich  was  reac 
accordingly. — The  preamble  ftated  the  utility  and  benefit  of  the 
meafure, 

1  thought,  faid  he,  it  necefTary  to  have  this  preamble  read  as  a 
reafon  for  differing  with  my  honourable  aud  learned  friend,  [tb<r 
Solicitor  General]  for  whofe  opinion  I  have  the  JiJgheil  refpe<^. 
With  legard  to  what  has  been  faid  relative  to  the  loan  and  lottery, 
I  mult  obferve,  that  I  highly  approve  of  the  condutl  of  tite 
minifter,  in  not  announcing  his  intention  of  bringing  finvaidtni* 
meafure,  becaufe  if  he  had,  gentlemen  might  aflert,  that  tlieati- 
vantageous  terms  on  which  the  moiK^y  had  been  procured  for  the 
public,  proceeded  from  an  idea  of  it  taking  place,  which  canaot 
»o\v  be  urged. 
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The  firft  obje6t  of  a  redudlon  of  intercft  is  not  trade-i~it  is' to 
put  a  check  to  the  dealings  of  the  fpendthrift,  and  to  prevent  him 
',  from  encroaching  fo  far  on  the  circulating  fpecie  as  to  deprive  the 
iuduftrious  of  its  ufe,  who  would  apply  it  to  better  purpofes.  Th* 
fpendthrift  cares  not  what  price  he  pays  for  money  to  anfwcr  hia 
rieccflities,  but  the  man  of  bufmefs  or  merchant,  will  give  no  more 
for  it  than  will  afford  him  after  payment  a  fuiEcient  profit  for  his 
induftry — ^which  in  fa<5l  is  a  regulation  of  the  intereft. 

I  fball  beg  leave  to  ftate,  from  a  writer  whofe  authority  is  uni- 
terfaliy  admitted,  his  fentiments  upon  the  preff  nt  fubje^k.  He 
fays,  "  Low  intereft  is  the  foul  of  trade  and  bafis  of  public  credit ; 
it  encreafi^s  the  value  of  land,  and  without  it  it  is  impoflible  for  a 
commercial  nation  to  fubfift,"  This  is  the  principle  of  the  bill 
before  you,  and  I  aflc,  whether  this  country  is  not  at  prefent  in 
a  better  (ituation  for  the  reduction  of  intereft  from  fix  to  five  per 
cent,  than  it  was  in  1 73 1  to  reduce  it  from  fcven  to  fix  ?  Who 
will  fay  that  this  country  does  not  labour  under  great  difadvan- 
tages  in  the  ijitereft  of  money,  compared  to  that  which  it  bears 
in  other  countries  ?  In  Ireland  the  intereft  of  money  is  fix  per 
cent. — in  Great  Britain  it  is  five-— *in  France  four  and  a  half, 
as  appears  from  Necker's  ftatement  by  the  dedu<5tion8  made  on 
mortgages  ;  and  in  England  it  is  a  facl  of  notonety,  that  money 
has  alfo  been  hadson  good  landed  fecurity  for  four  and  a  half  per 
c^rit.  Therefore,  ihe  redudion  of  intereft  in  this  country  muft 
appear  as  an  obvious  matter  of  neceflity.  If  you  wifh  to  trade  to 
France,  furely  you  muft  wifh  to  have  your  merchant  on  a  level  ' 
with  the  merchant  of  that  country  ;  you  are  ambitious  of  trading  ' 
with  Credit  Britain,  and  other  countiies,  the  ports  of  which  are 
open  in  common  to  both-^how  then  can  you  eyer  expedl  to  fup-^ 
port  a  competition  under  thedifadyantages  of  paying  one  per  gent, 
more  for  the  ufe  of  money  than  your  rival  ? 

Confider  the  principle  of  the  bill  in  ■another  light.  It  will 
operate  as  a  filent  and  inoffenfive  bounty  on  your  manufadlures— 
apd  augment  the  capital  employed  in  them.  While  any  other 
bounty  would  alarm  the  jealoufy  of  every  other  commercial  na- 
tion, this,  by  operating  imperceptibly,  will  not ;  and  by  im-!« 
proving  and  ftrengthening  your  manufactures,  may  in  future  ob- 
viate the  neceffity  of  continuing  all  thofe  other  bounties  for  their 
fupport,  which  are  fo  heavily  complained  of,^ 

As  to  the  argument  grounded  upon  the  operation  of  this  bill, 
m  calling  money  from  the  kingdom,  I  muft  obferve,  that  gentle- 
men feem  to  eftimate  too  largely  the  fums  at  prefent  in  this  king- 
dom, bearing  the  intereft  of  fix  per  cent.  We  have  no  proof  for 
determining  that  there  are  the  monftrous  fums  which  thofe  who 
are  inimical  to  the  meafure  would  infinuate. 
//'It  is  a  fixed  and  avowed  principle^  that  men  in  trade  cannot 
'*SfFord  with  punctual  payments  fix  per  cent,  for  the  ufe  of  money  | 
and  yet  you  are  told  not  to  reduce  intereft ! 
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It  has  bieen  faid,  that  fecarities  at  prefent  bearing  fix  per  ecnt. 
in  cafe  the  bill  paffes  wfU  be  fold  for  five.  This  is  a  groundfef* 
objediiony  for  it  wovjid  have  no  retrpfpe^t,  and  fecnrities  prior 
to,  will  be  totally  unafifeiSked  by  it  j  if  they  i|re,  it  is  moft  proba- 
blc  they  will  bring  a  premium, 

I  mull  mention  a  confiderkble  advantage  which  the  lender  of 
money  has  in  this  country,  and  which  he  has  not  in  Great  Bri- 
tain. It  is  the  advantage  given  here  by  our  univerfal  regiftry 
ad.  He  well  knows  the  value  of  the  fecurity  given  here  by  this ; 
when  in  England  he  has  no  fuch  fecurity  at  all.  The  only  coun- 
ties in  England  in  which  there  are  regiflers,  are  thofe  of  Nor? 
folk  and  Middlefex — in  all  other  counties  the  mode  of  tranfafting 
this  bufinefs  is  by  references  to  former  deeds ;  which  involves  aa 
enquiry  in  numberlcfs  difficulties,  and  caufes  it  to  end  in  uncer- 
tainty. In  this  country  the  lender  experiences  quite  the  contra- 
ry. .  He  cannot  be  deceived,  for  by  the  ytl}  and  9th  of  Anne  all 
deeds  mufl  be  regiftered,  otherwife  they  are  null  and  void. 

In  the  year  1785,  when  the  Bank-bill  was  introduced,  one  of 
the  advantages  which  was  ftated  in  its  recommendation  was,  that 
it  would  caufe  a  reduction  of  the  intereft  of  money,  and  oblige 
the  Bank  to  difcount  at  five  per  cent.  The  juftice  of  the  argu- 
ment has  been  proved  by  expenment;  for  the 'Bank  dtfcoants  at 
five  per  cent,  and  this  bill  realizes*  what  the  prophetic  fpirit  of 
the  minifter  forefaw  at  that  period-^-a  reduction  of  the  intereft 
of  money. 

Another  fecurity  the  lender  of  money  has  in  this  kingdom 
and  has  not  in  England,  is  this : — When  a  year  and  a  half's  in- 
terefl  becomes  due,  Jie  may  petition,  without  going  to  any  of  the 
cxpences  of  a  litigation,  bring  the  matter  jnto  a  court  of  equity, 
and  get  a  receiver  appiointed  on  the  lands  until  the  intereft  money 
fhall  be  paid. 

Pund^ual  payment  of  the  intereft  of  money  I  think  highly 
worthy  the  attention  of  a  ftatefman  j  and  I  am  happy  that  it  has 
not  efcaped  the  notice  of  the  right  honourable ^aronet  who  haa 
brought  in  this  bill.  So  far  as  it  may  be  injurious  to  particular 
perfons  who  may  have  money  to  lend,  I  fcall  only  obferve — rthat 
property  is  the  gift  ^f  fpciety,  and  fociety  can  therefore  regulate 
that  property  in  whatever  manner  it  may  think  proper.  He  con- 
cluded with  expreffing  his  moft  hearty  approbatipn  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Fqrbes  declared  that  he  never  rafe  to  fpeak  with  more 
difficulty  on  any  fubjc6^  than  he  did  at  prefent.  He  confelfed  he 
had  not^nade  up  his  opinion,  but  he  wiflied  to  receive  the  fulkft 
information  on  the  fubjc6L  He  ftiould,  however,  take  the  liber- 
ty of  making  feme  obfervations,  which,  in  his  opinion,  wo^Jd 
not  be  totally  irrelative  to  the  prefent  fiibjeA.  The  right  honour- 
able baronet,  who  had  intrtxluced  this  bill,  had  taken  up  the  ftate 
of  tonnage  in  Great  Britain,  in  the  year  1714,  (dcven  years 
after  the  intereft  of  mpney  was  reduced  in  that  country  to  five 
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per  cent.)  an  J  alfo,  the  llate  of  the  imports  and  exports  of  that 
day,  and  the  ftate  of  the  tonnage,  and  the  imports  and  exports 
of  this  country  at  the  prefent  time,  as  a  criterion  to  go  by,  in 
order  to  lay  a  foundation  for  the  prefent  meafure.     In  the  year 
17 14,  the  exports  of  England  amounted  to  7,696,650!. — In  the 
year  1786,  the  exports  of  this  country  amounted  to  3,729,4.81!. 
— In  the  year  1714,  the  imports  of  England  were  5,000,000!. 
which  made  a  balance  of  trade  in  her  favour  of  2,696,6501.^-— 
In  the  year  1 786,  the  imports  in  Ireland  amounted  to  3,000,000!. 
confequently  a  balance  in  favour  of  her  trade  of  729,481!. ;  fo 
I     that  the  whole  exports  and  imports  oF  Ireland,  in    1786,  fell 
[     fhort  of  the  exports  only  of  England,  in    1 714,  in  the  value   of 
867,1691.     He  alfo  ftated,  that  in  the  year  17 14,  the  home  coti- 
fumption   of  England  was  eftlmated  at  forty-tw(j  millions,  and 
the  circulating  fpecle  at   nineteen   millions  ;  and  this  at  the  con- 
clufion  of  a  moll  expenfive,  but  a  fuccefsful  and  glorious  w^r. 
The  principle  of  the  bill  feemed  to  be,  to  force  the  money,  oh 
the  intereft  of  which  a  great  number  of  perfons  live  iuaftive,  into 
trade.     He  obfervcd  that   Sir  Jofhua  Child  had  been  quoted  ia 
fupport  of  the  prefent  meafure  ;  and  he  fhould  alfo  quote  him, 
where  he  fays,  *'  this  country  (England)  had  always  lowered  the 
intereft,  when  nature  had  prepared  the  matter." — He  afked  if 
nature  had  prepared  this  matter  in  this  country  ?     He  £aid,  if 
you  cftablifh-  the  rate  of  intereft  at  five  per  cent,  and  that  the 
landed  fecurity  cannot  get  money  at  lefs  than  five,  in  that  cafe 
the  comm-ercial  intereft  would  be  materially  injured;  but  if  it  can 
be  proved  fatisfaftory  to  him  that  money  can  be  had  at  four  per 
cent,  fufficient  to  anfwer  the  wants  of  the  landed  fecurity,  there  ' 
is  an  end  of  the  queftion  ;  and  he  will  moft  willingly  co-operate 
with  the  meafure  :  But  you  are  now  called  upon  to  reduce  your 
intereft  to  the  fame  ftandard  as  in  Great  Britain,  who  has  five 
times  your  exports,  four  times  your  imports,  and  fifteen  times 
your  wealth.      In   Fiance,  he  obferved,  Mr.  Necker  ftates  the 
circulating  fpecie  to  be  99  million   fterl.  befides  24  millions  of 
taxes.     In   Holland,  the   moft  wealthy  commercial  country  in 
Europe,  there  is  no  law  to  reftrain  the  intereft  of  money,  for 
from  the  frugal  habits  of  the  people  of  that  country,  and  their 
attention  to  commerce,  there  do  not  exift  a  neceflity  for  fuch  a 
law.     He  now  took  a  view,  how  far  this  country  might  be  affeft- 
cd  by  the  meafure  'now  propoCed,  in  the  cafe  of  a  war :  In  the 
courfe  of  laft  war  England  gave  fix  per  cent,  and  fomettmes  more 
for  money,  and  is  it  unfair  to  conjedure,  that   (hould  fuch  a 
circumftance  take  place,  but  money  would  be  drawn  out  of  this 
couittry   and  embarked  in  the  EngUfh  ftocks  ?     This  was  by  no, 
nxeans  vifionary,  on  the  contrary  it  was  founded  on  reafon  and 
good  fenfe  ;  and  would  not  this  be  an  injury  both  to  the  commer- 
cial and  landed  intereft  ?     It  had  been  ttated  that  •in  confequence 
of  the  late  tranfafiion  of  the  loan,,  and  the  confequent  redudioa 
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of  the  intercft  on  the  public  funds,  that  200,000].  had  been  fcnt 
into  the  market,  and  that  from  the  promiTes  made  of  the  intend- 
ed future  oeconomy  of  Government,  more  money  might  proba- 
bly be  fet  floating  ?  For  his  part,  he  was  one  who  paid  no  vtry 
great  regard  to  promifes  made  by  Government  on  the  head  of 
oeconomy  ;  but  what  would  be  the  confequence,  if  from  any  un- 
common  exigency,  that  200,oool.  were  to  be  called  in  ?  why  the 
landed  property,  and  it  is  wtll  known  that  almoll  all  the  landed 
property  of  this  country  owes  money,  would  be  moil  matenally 
afFedled.  He  contended  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  Houfe 
nor  of  any  legiflature,  to  reduce  the  intercft:  of  money  unlefj 
the  riches  of  the  country  will  permit  it.  He  was  willing  to 
admit,  that  he  approved  of  the  principle  of  the  bill,  but  from 
every  information  he  had  as  yet  received,  and  from  every  atten- 
tion he  had  paitl  to  the  confideration  of  the  fnbjedl,  this  country 
was  not  in  a  fituatlon  at  prefent  to  reduce  the  intercft  of  her 
money,  and  in  his  opinion  the  meafure  ought  not  to  be  adopted. 

The  Attorney  General  faid  upon  the  moft  mature  delibe- 
ration, he  was  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  in  the  prefent  circum-^ 
fiances  of  the  country,  to  pafs  a  law,  reducing  the  rate  of  in- 
teieft,  would  be  an  hazardous  if  not  a  defperate  expedient.    He 
acknowledged  that  to  raife  the  value  of  land,  to  promot;e  agricul- 
ture, manufadlures  and  trade,  were  moft  defirable  objefls,  but 
he  muft  have  the  moft  unequivocal  proofs  of  wealth,  before  he  i 
could  admit  that  the  palling  of  the  bill  would  have  that  efled ; 
and  were  gentlemen  to  talk  for  ever,  the  whole  of  their  arguments 
muft  refolveinto  this  fimple  queftion — Is   there  money  in  the 
country  at  this  moment  to  warrant  the  hazard  of  reducing  intereft? 
In  order  to  prove  the  riches  of  the  country  at  this  day,  many 
arguments  had  been  urged;  amongft  others,  the  increafe  of  ton- 
nage, which  was  ftated  as  being  higher  than  the  tonnage  of  Eng- 
land in  1714,  when  England  lowered  her  rate  of  intereft.      Novr 
let  me  ftate,  faid  he,  what  this  fa6l  relative  to  tonnage  really  is? 
The  whole  tonnage  employed  by  this  kingdom,  including  fifliing 
vefTels,  colliers,  and  every -ihip  Englifti,  Dutch,  Danifti  and  Iriih, 
is  fomewhere  about  600,000  tons,  as  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman  has   ftated  ;  but  of  thele,  the    Irifh   tonnage   makes  but. 
about  79,000  tons,  whereas  in    17 14,  the  Englifli  tonnage  only 
amounted  to  444,000  tons  ;  look  then  at  the  proportion  between 
the  Enghfti  tonnage  of  17 14  and  that  of  Ireland  in  1788  ;  but 
that  the  tonnage  of  the  country  foreign  or  domcftic,  is  no  proof 
of  its  profperity,  look  back  at  the  year  1 750,  when  money  might 
be  had  on  good  fecurity  at  four  per  cent. ;  what  was  the  whole 
tonnage  of  Ireland  in  that  year?    150,000  tons  of  all  denomina-. 
t'ons  of  ftiipping.     Does  not  this  circumftance  flafti  conviftion, 
that  any  argument  drawirfrom  tonnage  muft  be  a  moft  fallacious 
argument  ? 
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I  am  proud  to  ftate  the  incrc^fe  of  our  tonnage  ;  it  18  no  doubt 
a  p^iof  of  the  profperity  of  the  country;  but  no  proof  can  ever 
be  drawn  from  thence,  that  money  Is  fo  plenty  as  to  admit  of  a 
redudion  of  intereft  from  fix  to  live  per  cent,  becaufe  the  more 
open  and  extended  our  trade  is,  the  more  money  will  it  require  to 
carry  it  on,  and  confequently  the  more  vvi^l  the  price  or  hire  of  that 
money  be  raifed ;  for  oihevwife,  it  would  differ  from  every  com* 
roodity  we  know,  as  the  price  of  all  commodities  is  enhanced  in 
proportion  to  the  demand  for  them. 

It  has  been  fald,  that  the  experiment  is  already  tried,  the  pub- 
lic debt  is  reduced  to  3  V  percent,  but  this  I  utterly  deny — had- 
you  advert  Ifed  ^  loan  cf\8oo,oool.  and -had  it  filled  at  3xpcr 
cent,  and  tiad  It  filled  at  that  rate  of  intered:,  then  the  argument 
would  have  been  conclufive.  But  what  is  the  cafe  ?  You  have 
contraded  with  certain  indivldiials,  to  reduce  one  half  per  cent, 
on  your  funded  debt,  and  one-fixth  on  your  Treafury  bills ;  for  ' 
doing  this,  you  give  them  a  reward  in  the  (hape  of  two  lotteries, 
a  reward  which  they  very  well  defcrve,  for  without  a  very  conli- 
derable  aid,  by  way  of  premium,  it  would  be  madnefs  for  them 
to  enter  ioto  fucl^  a  contrad,  and  an  uker  impoflibility  to  fulfil 
it ;  this  argument  therefore  goes  direi^ly  to  (hew  that  the  in- 
tereft on  the  public  debt  is  not  3i  per  cent. — ^but  juft  fo  mucfl 
more  as  thp  intereft  of  the  firft  value  of  thefe  lotteries  to  the  ori- 
ginal contraAors  will  make  in  addition  to  that  rate.  If  you  have 
any  doubt  of  what  I  now  advance,  poftpone  your^  bill  till  the 
debentures  at  3)  per  cent,  come,  into  the  market ;  If  they  fell  at' 
par,  th.cn  the  redudion  of  private  intereft  to  five  per  cent,  is  a 
fair  experiment. 

It  has  been  faid  that  lowering  the  rate  of  private  intereft  will 
cncreafe  the  price  of  land  ;  I  cannot  fee  how  this  can  be  effected, 
except  by  making  money  more  plenty  ;  and  to  me,  lowering  the 
value:  of  any  commodity  is  the  ftrangeft  way  in  the  world  of 
drawing  plenty  of  it  to  market. 

There  are  many  circumllances  againft  this  country,  which  in 
the  minds  of  Engliih  lenders,  are  fcarcely  balanced  by  the  one 
per  cent,  by  which  our  intereft  exceeds  theirs.  An  opinion  has 
gone  abroad,  I  hope  ill-founded,  that  in  difputes  of  property, 
juftice  is  not  always  done,  that  men  prefume  to  expound  the  laws, 
who  are  utterly  unacquainted  with  the  praAice  of  courts  of  juf- 
tice, and  who  do  not  even  underftand  the  firft  principles  of  law 
or  equity ;  that  fuits  are  not  always  decided  according  to  the 
merit  of  the  qiieftlon,  but  according  to  the  merit  of  the  parties ; 
therefore  until  this  opinion  is  done  away,  we  muft  pay  the  addi- 
tional one  per  cent,  or  EngUftimen  will  not  lend  at  all  at  the  rifle 
of  law,  the  rifk  of  exchange,  and  the  certain  expence  of  agency. 
England  gives  one  per  cent.  to.  Holland  beyond  the  rate  of  in- 
tereft in  that  country,  and  you,  if  you  wifti  to  fee  your  trade  in- 
creafe,  muft  give  one  to  England. 
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It  icas  been  wgied,  as  a  proof  of  our  abundance  of  money, 
t!iat  3000  guineas  per  day  are  cut  atjd  fent  to  England,  'f  he 
deftrudlfon  of  guineas  is  rather  an  odd  way  of  making  them 
abound,  and  Would  prove  the  very  reverfe  of  the  inference  drawn 
from  thence,  if  we  did  not  know  that  the  returns  are  made  at 
leaft  foor  times  a  year,  and  that  the  whole  capitd  employed  is  not 
thirty  thonfand  pounds. 

Another  argument  ij,  that  the  Bank  difcomjts  at  five — ^but  ha* 
not  the  Bank  great  fums  of  public  money?  has  it  not  the 
money  of  fuitors  and  other  advantages  I  and  if  fo,  how  can  it  b« 
adduced  as  an  argument  ? 

Upon  the  wh5e  I  am  moft  decidedly  againft  the  meafurc. 

The  S?EitKSK  faid  he  rofe  under  fome  degree  pf  embarrafimefit, 
beeaufe  he  entertained  fentiments  very  different  from  the  naany 
r^fpe^ble  and  learned  gentlemen  who  argued  againft  the  t educ- 
tion of  intereft,  prc^effed  to. feel,  and  beeaufe  he  viewed  the  fad» 
i^K>n  which  they  had  grounded  their  opinion  m  a  dire6l  oppofite 
Kght. 

They  had  ftated,  that  no  country  ever  reduced  intercft  of 
money  by  law,  except  at  a  time  when  the  market  price  of  tnontfy 
hud  fallen  below  the  rate  propofed  j  that  the  legal  intcreft  (hould 
always  be  preceded  by  an  abundance  of  fpccte,  and  never  was  or 
toiild  be  ufcd  as  a  means  to  make  money  cheap ;  this  argument, 
he  faid,  was'  founded  entirely  on  miftake,  and  to  prove  it  he 
would. ftaie  to  the  committee  fome  fa^s,  and  from  thofe  fa€^s  he 
woi^ld  ihew,  that  intereft  never  had  been  lowered  in  Great  Britain 
or  Ireland  but  when  money  was  fcarce  or  its  price  high ;  and  the 
reafon  is,  that  when  money  rifes  beyond  its  true  value,  or  the  ufe 
tliat  any  induArious  man  can  make  of  it,  it  becomes  neceffary  for 
the  legiftature  to  ftep  in  for  the  protection  of  commerce,  to  pre- 
vent that  money  which  ought  to  be  profitably  employed  by  the 
merchant  and  manufaftin-er,  from  being  taken  out  of  the  market 
by  the  idle  and  the  extravagant,  who  are  always  ready  to  give  a 
higher  pnce  for  it  than  the  induftrious  man  can  afford. 

He  would  not  have  gone  fo  far  back  as  the  reduction  in  Charles 
IPs  reign  in  England,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  [Mr.  Forbes] 
had  not  quoted  the  preamble  of  the  a£t  1660,  for  the  exprefs 
purpofe  of  (hewing  that  the  value  of  money  had  fallen  previous 
to  that  year.  The  preamble  fays,  "  Whereas  on  frcfh  memory, 
the  like  fail  from  eight  to  fix  in  the  hundred,  by  a  late  conftant 
practice,  had  found  the  like  fuccefs."  The  honourable  gentle- 
man fuppofes  the  fall  alluded  to  was  a  natural  fall  of  price,  and' 
that  it  induced  the  pafling  of  this  law.  But  look  to  the  hiftory 
of  thofe  times  :  Cromweir;^  government  had  made  a  law  in  1651, 
to  reduce  the  rate  of  intereft  from  eight  to  fix  per  cent,  this  law 
had  operated  advantageoufly,  and  in  nine  ycats  after,  at  the  re- 
lloration,  it  was  adopted  with  the  NavigatioD-a£t,  and  many 
other  of  Cromwell's;  but  as  tlie  Government  did  not  recognise 
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for  legal  the  a^ks  paffed  during  the  tifurpation,  thef  did  not  refer 
to  this  law  in  exprefs  words,  but  they  re-ena<5lcd  it  by  aliufioa 
and  reference,  fo  ftrongly  marked  in  this  preamble  that  it  cannot 
be  miftaken.  The  words,  in  frefh  memory,  and  by  a  late  cow*- 
llant  pra6tice,  r^fer  only  to  1 65 1 ,  and  the  obfervance  and  efFcd 
of  the  law  of  that  .day,'  Every  body  muft  kifow  that  previout 
to  1651,  England  had  not  for  years  been  in  a  fituation  to  acii- 
quire  wealth. 

'  The  preamble  quoted  fhews  us  one  thing  certain,  that  the  law 
of  1 65 1  had  th?  efFe6tof  reducing  intereit,  and  that  the  a<S?t  of 
1661  did  not  arife  from  a  natural  fall  of  money,  hut  from  a  legal 
forced  reduction  of  it. 

The  next  redudion  of  intercft  there  took  place  In  1 7 14,  rn 
the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  from  fix  to  five  per  cent.  Now  what 
was  the  lituatlon  of  England  at  that  day  ?  She  had  jutt  come 
out  of  a  long  and  expenfive  war,  which,  from  the  report  of  th^ 
Commifiioners  of  Accounts,  appears  to  have  coft  the  nation  fixty 
millions,  bearing  an  intereft  of  2,8ii,oool.  being  an  average  of 
above  five  and  a  half  per  cent.  Here  we  fee  a  nation  reduce  the 
legal  intereft  to  five  per  cent,  at  the  very  moment  that  the  ftatc 
was  paying  above  five  and  a  half.  Certainly  five  could  not  have 
been  the  mark^et  price  of  money  then,  or  the  ftate  would  not  have 
continued  fo  high  an  intereft  on  their  own  funds,  nor  would  they 
have  borrowed,  as  they  adually  did  in  that  very  feffion,  i  ,2oo,oooL 
by  Treafury  bills  at  7I.  3s.  6d.  per  cent,  including  premium  td 
the  Bank,  and  above  a  million  more  at  61.  38.  pd.  per  cent. ; 
even  the  anticipation  of  the  land  and  malt  tax  was  made  at  five. 

The  preamble  to  the  aft  of  17 14  fhews  the  ftate  of  the  king- 
dom and  decay  of  trade,  and  fach  was  the  decided  opinion  of  the 
good  effeft  to  be  expefted  from  the  forced  reduftion,  that  when 
leave  was  moved  to  introduce  the  bill,  it  was  introduced  nem.  con. 
**  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  reduce  intereft  to  five 
per  cent,  without  prejudice  to  parliamentary  fecurky  ;**  thefe  lat- 
ter words  in  the  title  are  ftrong,  and  though  the  nation  could  not 
then,  from  the  high  price  of  money,  reduce  the  intereft  of  the 
public  debt,  yet  fo  fpeedy  were  the  good  efFefts  of  this  la^r,  and 
fo  effeftually  did  it  anfwer  the  general  expectation  of  the  king- 
dom, that  the  intercft  of  the  whole  debt  was  reduced  in  1 7 1 6  from 
fix  to  five;  but  it  was  neceffary  to  give  the  law  much  more  time 
to  operate  before  it  was  reduced  lower  than  the  national  intereft, 
and  it  was  ten  years  after^  to  1726,  before  the  reduftiion  of  in- 
tereft on  the  public  debt  could  be  brought  from  five  to  four. 

He  then  applied  to  the  reduftions  of  Ireland,  and  faid,  he 
would  begin  with  the  prcfent  century,  and  produce  the  moft  au- 
thentic records  of  the  fcarcity  of  money  at  each  period  of  re- 
duction.— ^The  firft  was  in  1 703,  from  ten  to  eight.  The  rcpre- 
fentation  of  the  Commons  to  the  Queen  in  that  year,  fays,  "  we 
cannot  without  the  greateft  grief  of  heart  refled  upon  the  vail 
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decay  aiid  lofs-  of  our  trade,  aod  this  your  Majefty*s  kingdom 
being  almaft  exhaufted  of  its  coin,"  yet  in  that  very  feffioira  bill 
fcr  lowering  the  rate  of  intereil  was  pafTed. 

In  72 1,  the  next  period  of  redu(^ion  appears,  from  the  Duke 
of  Grafton's  fpeech,  that  the  iituation  of  the  country  was  by  no 
means  the  moft  flourifhing^  yet  in  that  year^  inlereil  underwent 
a  further  redudtioo  from  dght  to  feven  jjer  cent.  The  Dake 
fays,  "  and  although  your  trade  n^ay  have  fuffered,  and  the  ne- 
feflary  means  nfed  for  your  fecurity,  have  created  fome  extraor- 
dinary expence,  yet  there  is  gpround  to  hope  that  in  this'feflion  of 
Parliament,  fuch  remedies  will  be  applied  as  will  leftore  the  nation 
to  a  flourifhing  condition."" 

iThe  Commons  in  their  addrefs,  reply,. 

**  The  decay  of  trade  occafioned,  by  the  pi^blic  calamities  and 
misfortunes  which  have  affected  the  neighbouring  kingdoms,  hath 
reduced  this  to  a  very  low  aod  impoveriflied  ftate." 

He  faid  he  hoped  gentlemen  would  allow  him  to  pay  fome  little 
attention  to  the  fpeech  of  a  Speaker  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
upon  the  pajfllng  of  biUa,  for  he  would  be  a  faulty  Speaker  indeed, 
v^ho  upon  fuch  an  occasion  would  (ay  what  he  did  not  know  ta 
he  the  fenfc  of  the  Commons ;  he  would  therefor^  quote  the 
Speaker's  words  tliat  fcffion,  when  he  prefcnted  the  money  bills 
for  the  royal  aflent. 

•*  Notwithftanding  our  poverty  through  the  failure  of  trade 
and  feat  city  of  money,  yet  our  zeal,  &c.'* 

He  then  adverted  to  1731,  when  the  intereft  vras  reduced  to 
the  rate  it  now  ftands,  at  fix  per  cent,  the  poverty  of  the  coun- 
try wa&  again  the  objefl  of  complaint.  On  opening  the  ft;:flion, 
the  Duke  of  Dorfet  laments  the  low  ftate  of  the  public  revenue, 
and  the  Commons  in  their  reply  mention,  the  great  dillrefsof  the 
nation,  by  the  public  debts,  and  the  decay  of  trade.  The  Spea- 
ker in  his  fpeech  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  fays,  "  notwithiland- 
ing  all  the  difficulties  under  which  this  exhaufted  kingdom  im- 
fortunately  lies,  by  the  decay,  of  trade,  the  fcarcity  of  money, 
and  the  univerfal  poverty  of  the  country,  we  have  provided  ehear» 
fully,  f:c.  &c.'* 

Thus,  faid  he,  it  appears  throughout,  that   at   each  penod 
when  a  redudlion  on  intereft  took  place,  the  conftant  complaint 
Wis  the-  poverty  of  the  country,  and  the   words  *'*fcarcity  of  - 
money,  exhaufted  of  its  coin,  &c.  &c/'  are  as  emphatical  as.* 
words  can  be  to  denote  the  very  fadl  I  ftate. 

The  truth  is,  that  money  was  fcarce,  of  courfe  its  price  bigh, 
and  that  no  natural  fale  of  price  preceded  each  redu£lion,  but 
each  made  to  lower  the  price  by  force  of  law,  and  ekch  had  that 
happy  effedl. 

From  all  thefe  fa£ls  we  may  infer,  that  Locke,  Smith,  and 
other  fpeculative  writers,  vfrho  are  quoted  as  having  laid  down  the 
dodrine  relied  on  by  the  other  fide,  are  refuted  in  that  dodrin^ 
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by  ^perttnce  ;  I  quote  experience  againft  fpcculation,"  ^nd  whvfe . 
they  reft  od  fpeculations  from  theoretic  authors,  I  Hand  firm  ia 
the  hiftoryand  recorded  fads  of  both  kingdoms.  Their  raiftakc 
arifcs  from  hot  diftinguifhing  between  the  price  and  the  -value  of 
money ;  the  price  will  be  affeded  by  the  follies  of  the  nwft  extra- 
vagant ;  the  vaUie  will  be  afcertained  by  what  the  frugal  ami  the 
indiiftrious  can  afford  to  give  for  the  ufe  of  it.  The  price  may  be 
^a^d  often  is  above  the  value,  and  a  wife  legiflature,  therefor^, 
iliould  endeavour  to  find  that  value,  and  to  regulate  the  price  ; 
or  in  other  words,  the  rate  of  intereil  by  it.  The  preventing  o£ 
individuals  to  pay  too  much,  is  in  fadl  to  protcd  the  induftriotw, 
preferve  credit,  extend  words,  and  promote  the  profperity  of  the 
ftate  ;  a  legiflature  which  aegleds  this  coadud,  is  an  unwary  le- 
gislature indeed.  / 

I  omitted  to  nnefltion  two  fads:  In  1721,  when  intereft  wa« 
induced  to  feven  per  cent.  Ireland  owed  50,000!.  at  eight  per 
cent,  and  from  inability  for  three  years  after,  to  reduce  it,  wai 
obliged  to  pay  that  rate  of  intereil.  And  in  1 731,  when  intereft: 
was  reduced  to  fix  per  cent,  the  ftate  Qwed  200,oool.  at  fix  per 
cent,  which  it  would  have  reduced  long  before  had  the  market 
price  of  money  allowed  it.  * 

If  then  the  fituation  of  the  country,  at  the  three  periods  at 
which  national  intereft  was  reduced,  was  a  fituation  of  fcarcity 
of  money,  and  if,  as  it  appears,  that  reduiElion  in  no  inftance  ha« 
proved  injurious,  but  on  the  contrary,  the  nation  has  been  xm'h- 
formly  benefited  by  it,  what  becomes  of  the  aftertion,  that  money 
will  find  its  level,  and  ought  not  to  be  limited  by  law  ?  Is  it  riot 
mauifeft,  that  money  does  not  find  its  level  until  the  legiflature 
firft  appreciates  its  value,  and  then  ftrike  that  level  ?  In  truth, 
were  money  to  find  its  own  level  as  moft  other  commodities  d% 
laws  for  regulating  intereft  would  be  unneceflary  :  it  is  only  whea 
it  is  above  its  value,  that  there  is  a  tieceflity  for  the  interference 
of  the  legiflature  to  prevent  fchemers  and  fpendthrifts  from  giving 
more  for  it  than  the  value  ;  as,  upon  the  fame  terms  as  to  price, 
the  fecurity  of  the  fober,  honeft  merchant,  will  generally  he  pre- 
feired  to  that  of  the  profufe  and  idle.  Money  is  thus  thrown  into 
commerce,  at  a  rate  that  wiU  afford  the  merchant  a  reafonable  pro- 
Jit,  while  he  employs  it.  , 

Thofe  who  argue,  that  a  redudion  fliould  not  be  made  by  law, 
until  money  has  fallen  in  itfelf ;  and  that  no  law  \v\l\  keep  down 
the  price  of  money,  argue  againft  any  legal  llmkation  of  intereft  ; 
for  if  money  muft  previoufly  faH,  the  law  is  ufelefs ;  and  if  it 
cannot  prevent  the  rife,  it  is  ineffectual ;  therefore  the  gentlemen 
tell  you,  do  not  make  a  law  till  the  objecl  of  it  has  been  firtl 
attained ;  do  not  make  it  when  it  can  operate  ;  and  argue,  thi* 
is  not  the  proper  time,  becaufe  the  law  might  have  etfedl* 

Having,  I  hope,  demonftrated  that  the  market  price  of  mo* 
Sicy  i&  never  regulated  by  its  quantity,  but  muft  be  limited  by  the 
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kgiflature ;  and  haying  (hewn  from  y-our  own  records,  that  no 
injury  ha«  arifcn  from  Towering  intcreft,  even  when  the  cJountry 
was  extremely  poor,  let  tis  now  fee  whether  many  circumftance* 
do  not  c6ncur  at  this  particular  time,  to  induce  the  legiflature  to 
ibterfere,  and  reduce  intereft  to  five  per  cent* 

The  public  funds  are  now  felling  at  four  per  cent ;  all  paper 
of  good- credit  and  (hort  date,  is  this  day  difcounted  by  moil  of 
the  banks  in  this  city  at  five  per  cent. — and  here  I  might  anfvver 
the  argument  of  my  right  honourable  friend,  who  fays  that  the 
National  Bank  is  paid  for  difconntingat  five  by  the  advantages  it 
bas  received  from  Government — ^by  a/king  him  are  the  other  banks 
paid->^yet  they  do  the  iame.  He  alfo  faid,  the  merchants  were 
againft  it.  There  is  no  man  will  fpeak  with  more  riefpedt  of  the 
mercantile  body  than  I  will.  I  refpeft  an/d  efteem  them  ;  they 
are  a  body  of  moil  iifeful  citizens ;  but  I  deny  pofitively,  that 
they  are  againft  it  j  but  if  they  were,  may  I  without  offence  fay^ 
moft  merchants  deal  in  difcount ;  and  the  merchant  who  do«a, 
xs  naturally  diftra^ed  between  two  profits  ;  he  looks  to  one  hand 
for  the  profit  of  trade,  to^the  other  for  the  profit  of  difcount. 

There  may  be  other  reafons  for  merchants  not  coming  forwsrd 
to  declare  their  approbation  of  the  meafure  now  under  confider* 
ation.  The  Bank  difcounts  at  five  per  cent,  but  feldom  paper 
that  has  more  than  two  months  to  go.  The  merchant  frequently 
receives  p^per  that  has  a  long  time  fo  run,  perhaps  fix  months  ; 
be  charges  this  paper  with  a  difcount  of  fix  per  ceat. ;  but  wheii 
it  comes  within  two  months,  he  carries  it  to  the  Bank,  and  gets 
it  done  at  five,  thus  profiting  on  it  one  per  Cent. 

I  do  not  mean  to  fay,  merchants  who  do  this  are  of  the  clafa 
I  have  mentioned,  nor  do  I  mean  to  cenfure  them.  Selfrintereft 
i&  the  fpirit  that  roufes  individuals  to  the  rifle  of  trade,  and  the 
gain  is  fair  ;  but  it  deprives  the  other  parties  of  a  benefit,  with* 
out  ferving  the  ftate. 

L,et  me  i-eniiod  gentlemen  of  the  eftabllfhn»ent  of  the  NationdL 
Bank.  In  i  779  or  1780,  a  propofition  was  made  to  eftabhfk 
one — I  promoted  the  fcheme — and  alked  in  this  Houfe,,  would 
the  fubfcribcrs  agree  to  be  iioiited  to  five  per  cent,  intereft  ?  they 
refufed,  and  I  oppofed  the  plan,  with  this  dedaration,  that  I 
wifhed  to  make  every  bank  the  means  of  reducing  intereil  to  five 
per  cent,  arid  would  confcnt  to  it  only  with  that  view.  In  1781, 
when  the  plan  of  the  National  Bank  was  again  brought  forward, 
I  ftated,  as  one  of  the  ftrongeft  motives  for  it,  that  it  would  fooA 
bring  about  a  general  redudion  of  intereft  to  five  per  cent.  It 
has  operated  fuccefsfully  in  Dublin,  country  merchants  difcount 
there,  they  are  fubjed  to  the  coft  of  exchange  :  But  Jet  me  aik 
you,  what  right  have  you  to  confine  this  benefit  to  Dublin  ?  Hi* 
therto  it  has  only  had  its  cWtdi  in  a  certain  degree  amongft  the 
merchants  of  Dublin,  or  thofe  who  deal  through  Diiblin  ;  but 
certainly  this  is  notjuft  or  equitable,  with  rcfped  to  the  other 
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parts  of  th<  kingdom,  ^d  if  tbe  rediu^^Ion  of  interpft  I8  oot  ex^ 
tended  tbroughout*  you  do  an  a<fl  of  unanifed  injuftice,  and  be* 
h^velike  hid  politicians,  by  making  money  cheaper  in  jtbe  capital 
than  in  any  other  part  of  the  kingdom*  and  ttrnpting  mannfac* 
turcrs  to  fettle  in  it.  Sir  Joiiah  Child,  who  has  been  mentioned 
tn  this  debate,  ftrongly  fupports  the  opinion  I  have  advanced.— 
He  fays,  repeatedly,  and  in  the  moft  dire^  terms,  that  low  jn- 
tereft  is  not  a  confequence,  but  a  caufc  of  national  wealth— ^owcr 
intereft  and  you  caiife  an  influx  of  money  to  trade — raife  the  ia- 
tcreft,  men  will  draw  their  money  out  of  trade,  and  live  idly  upoa 
the  income  It  will  produce  by  being  lent  out.  Whether  this  is  A 
defirable  thing,  irt^tlie  prefent  fituationof  the  countiy,  I  fubmit 
to  the  wifdom  of  this  committee. 

It  has  been  aflerted,  that  Holland  never  reduced  her  intereft ; 
but  if  gentlemen  will  take  the  pains  to  enquire,  they  will  find 
that  Holland,  by  a  placavt  of  the  ftates,  reduced  her  intereft  ia 
1640  to  five  per  cent. — ^in  1655  to  four — and  in  fome  years  after 
to  three. 

But  let  us  compare  the  fituation  of  this  country  now  with  what 
it  was  vi'hen  this  Bank  was  eftablKhed. 

Look  at  your  linen  tride,  the  people  concerned  in  whicli  arc 
almoft  the  only  perfons,  bcfides  the  merchants  of  Dublinj  that 
hav/  profited  by  the  reduced  difcount  of  the  national  and  other 
banks.  In  Cix  years,  which  is  the  period  fince  difcount  has  becA 
reduced  at  this  bank,  the  linen  exported  has  increafed  in  quan- 
tity from  twenty  to  thirty  millions  of  yards  yeatiy*  Look  at  your 
com  trade-— till  1774  you  had  not  bread  to  feed  yourfelves,  yott 
BoW  export  to  the  value  of  400,0001.  per  annum. 

The  great  operative  principle  of  the  Bank,  is  the  difcounting 
at  five  per  cent,  and  as  the  rapidity  of  tbis  incrcafe  of  export  be- 
gan with  its  eftabllfhment.  It  is  fair  to  attribute  it  in  part  to  the 
reduced  difcount ;  it  is  certain  at  leaft,  that  the  redud^Ion  haA 
not  retarded  it.  Why  then  when  a  partial  experiment  has  been 
tried  and^ fucceeded,  hefitate  to  make  it  general?  The  trade o£ 
the  whole  kingdom  demands  it  at  your  hands. 

It  is  faid  if  you  lower  intereft  the  money  will  go  away  out  of 
the  kingdom — where  will  it  go  to  ?  Can  more  than  l^vti  be  had 
any  where  elfe  ?  perhaps  even  five  could  not :  But  granting  that 
it  could,  what  man  would  go  to  the  expencc  of  removing  hit 
principal  from  one  country  to  another  at  fome  lofs,  and  without 
any  profpedt  of  advantage  ?  Five  per  cent,  at  home  are  better  than 
five  per  cent,  abroad.  If  then  the  money  will  not  be  taken  away, 
the  effcdi  muft  be,  that  either  as  much  money  will  be  lent  at  five 
as  is  now  at  fix,  or  the  difference  will  be  employed  in  purchafe, 
thereby  enhancing  the  price  of  land  ;  or  in  trade,  thereby  anfwer- 
ing  the  very  end  propofed  by  this  biU. 

But  they  endeavour  to  alarm  .you,  by  faying,  all  the  EngliA 
money  will.be  dcawn  away«    ^Surely  what  is  here  at  fix  per  ccn^ 
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Will  have  a  monopoly  at  that  rate,  and  mud  probably  remain  as 
lon^  as  we  choofe  to  keep  it ;  and  wfll  what  is  here  at  five  be 
withdrawn,  on  account  of  the  growing  wealth  of  the  country  ? 
If  It  was  fent  in  here  and  fufFered  to  continue,  what  fecurity  of 
property  was  more  precarious  ?  Will  it  be  taken  away,  becaufe 
we  are  adopting  mcafures  for  our  profperity,  for  encreafing  our 
means  to  difcha rge  the  inter**!!,  and  rendering  the  property  ftill 
more  fecure  ?  The  riotous  date  of  the  kingdom,  wbich  to  men 
abroad  may  feem  rebellion,  together  with  the  lofs  of  the  dernief 
appeal  to  their  own  courts,  might  well  have  alarmed  the  Engllfh 
monied  men  ;  but  thofe  riots  have  fuhfided,  flrong  laws  have  been 
made,  and  every  day's  experience  muft  reconcile  them  more  and 
more  to  the  adminiftration  of  julllce  in  our  courts. 

But  it  is  faid  that  Englifli  money  ought  to  be  tempted  into 
this  country  by  a  premium  of  one  per  cent,  above  the  rate  given 
in  England,  and  that  no  more  will  come  into  the  kingdom. — 
"Every  reaibn  I  have  jull  now  offered,  leads  me  to  believe  this  law 
will  not  prevent  it  from  coming  in — the  growing  eiicreafe  of 
wealth  and  means  to  repay,  which  that  meafure  rnufl  produce, 
will  certainly  not  deter  it :  But  let  us  examine  this  argument- 
Does  it  all  frud^ify  in  trade  and  make  this  kingdom  richer,  by 
fix  per  cent,  upon  the  whole  of  it  ?  It  does  not  I  believe  :  but  to 
be  of  advantage,  it  muft  do  more.  Is  it  not^an  abfentee  drain 
upon  the  kingdom  ?  Nay,  how  much  intereft  is  paid  for  money 
which  never  came  into  this  country  at  alt,  but  was  fpent  in  idlenefs 
and'diffipation,  in  places  where  it  was  borrowed  ? 

Sir,  mortgages  are  the  worft  of  all  abfcnlees,  for  they  are  of  a 
nature  that  you  never  can  tax  them. 

I  admit  that  there  is  one  part  of  the  Englifh  capital  in  this 
country  employed  in  a  manner  very  beneficial  to  us ;  that  is  the 
money  with  which  many  of  our  bleachers  ftock  their  greens  until 
they  can  difpofe  of  their  goods.  But  will  not  reducing  intereft 
enable  the  bleacher  to  afford  his  goods  on  terms  proportionably 
more  advantageous  to  his  Engliih  correfpondent  ?  And  will  not 
this  amply  compenfate  ?  Will  the  Englifh  correfpondent  lefufc  to 
advance  money,  when  his  own  trade  and  profit  depends  on  it  ^ 

Another  branch  of  Englifh  capital,  is  the  money  in  the  hands 
of  various  merchants,  dealing  with  them  on  credit  in  account,  at 
an  intereft  of  fix  per  cent.  If  intereft  is  reduced  to  five,  is  it  to' 
be  feared  that  the  Engllfhman  will  no  longer  purfue  this  trade; 
muft  he  rather  not  concur  with  the  laws  of  the  land,  than  furreii- 
der  the  whole  of  his  profits  ^ 

It  has  been  fald,  that  England  keeps  np  her  intereft  to  five  per 
cent,  in  order  to  get  money  for  her  merchants  and  manufadnrers 
from  Holland.  This  is  the  firft  time  that  ever  I  heard  that  Eng- 
lind,  in  a  ftate  of  profperity,  borrows  for  her  traders :  The  Eng- 
lifh trade  upon  Englifli  capitals,  and  the  country  receives  the  full 
advantage.     Is  it  wife  then  of  us  to  forego  a  general  national  be- 
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pefit,  for  the  fpcculation  of  trading  on  Bntifli  money  ?  Surely 
no :  That  country  is  in  a  wretched  ftate>  whofc  trade  depends 
on  foreign  capital;  which  in  a' moment  of  convuliion  or  fuperior 
demand' at  hoihe,  may  be  all  drawn  aWay,  to  the  utter  ruin  of  our 
commerce^  and  internal  credit.  Should  we  not  rather  endeavour 
to  give  this  pradicc  a  quiet  check,  and  promote  a  capital  of  our 
own  amongft  our  merchants  ?  And  what  means  will  more  cer- 
tainly eflFeft  this  point  than  a  meafure  which  wiU  throw  a  great 
quantity  of  money  into  trade,  and  raife  the  value  of  each  mer* 
chant's  capital  one-fixth  ?  ' 

But  all  thefe  fpecuhtive  evils  were  forefeen  and  urged  before 
1 73 1 ,  when  the  laft  reduAion  of  intereft  took  place.  Mr  Dobbs, 
member  for  Carrickfergus,  who  introduced  the  meafure,  who 
underftood  more  of  the  trade  and  date  of  Ireland  than  any  man 
of  his  day,  has  mentioned  them  as  the  arguments  then  relied  on  ; 
he  fucceeded,  however,  in  his  biU,  and  experience  has  fince  fully 
proved  how  much  he  was  in  the  right,  and  how  ill  founded  thefe 
arguments  were.  If  we  can  argue  from  analogy,  we  *muft  fup- 
pofe  them  fo  now. 

There  certainly  never  was  a  time  when  this  meafure  could  be 
undertaken  to  more  advantage.  The  common  rate  of  money  in 
England  is  faid,  by  the  opppfers  of  the  bill,  to  be  frogi  four  to 
four  and  a  half  per  cent. — If  it  be  a  defirable  thing  to  bring 
Britilh  money  here,  five  per  cent,  is  not  fo  low  as  to  deter  it,  and 
certainly  four  and  a  half  will  not  tempt  Irifli  money  away. 

You  have  the  profpeA  of  a  long  peace,  the  balance  of  trade 
has  been  lopg  in  our  favour,  wealth  therefore  flows  ^in  annually, 
and  this  wealth  is  creating  more  wealth ;  Government  too  has 
ceafed  to  borrow,  and  this  Houfe  has  pledged  itfelf  againft  the 
pernicious  praftice  of  running  in  debt  ;  nothing  lefs  than  fome 
public  calamity  can  defeat  that  refolution.  The  tumults  which 
the  £ngli(h  called  rebellion,  but  which  I  would  not  call  by  that 
name,  are  fubfided,  the  country  is  in  perfect  tranquility  ;  the 
reftored  final  jurifdiAion  of  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  of  the  exercife 
of  which  Englifhmen  entertained  fome  jealoufy,  has  been  fupport- 
cd  with  a  difplay  of  juftice,  "Equity  and  impartiality,  that  has  given 
general  fatisfa£lion  to  all  men.  Let  me  add  too,  for  thofe  per- 
fons  who  apprehend  it  will  be  difficult  to  get  money  on  loan, 'if 
this  meafure  paffes,  that  the  increafe  of  trade  and  manufadlure 
will  bring  in  wealth,  if  encouraged  by  low  intereft  ;  that  that  wealth 
inuft  either  be  applied  in  trad,e  to  produce  more,  or  it  will  be  lent 
at  intereft,  fupplying  their  calls,  in  the  one  cafe,  or  in  the  other 
creating  an  increafing  fund  of  money,  to  the  aggrandifcment  of 
the  nation,  and  confequent  fupply  of  their  demands.  Let  me 
alfotell  thtm,  that  if  by  any  fatality  trade  meets  a  check,  and  the 
balance  turns  againft  us,  away  goes  all  the  foreign  money  to  pav 
it,  tlie  benefit  of  it  is  loft  j  the  evil  of  it  is,  a  perpetual  drain  of 
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.intcrcft  remains.  It  is  their  bufinefs,  it  is  the  buCntfs  of  every 
landed  man,  to  purfue  trade  as  the  only  fure  and  permarent 
means  of  obtaining  wealth  for  raifing  the  value  of  laud,  and  mak- 
ing money  plentiful  in  the  kingdom. 

Every  thing  then  concurriwg,  and  there  not  appearing  the 
fliadow  of  a  danger  from  reducing  intercft,  I  think  this  a  happy 
moment  for  adopting  the  meafure. 

Before  I  fit  down,  I  cannot  avoid  taking  this  opportunity, 
the  only  one  I  have  had,  or  perhaps  (hall  have,  of  bearing 
my  teftimony  to  the  good  leiife  and  utility  of  the  meafure  of  my 
right  honourable  friend,  for  lowering  the  intercft  on  our  funded 
debt.  He  paid  ofF  a  large  annuity  of  near  9000!.  a  year,  without 
the  coft  of  one  farthing  to  the  nation.  The  meafure  has  beco 
often  mentioned  in  the  debate,  and  the  man  who  has  done  it  de- 
fcrvcs  the  thanks  of  the  community- 
Mr.  George  Ponsonby  fald  he  had  liftened  with  great  atten- 
tion to  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  whofe  exalted  talenU^ 
and  numberlefs  fuccefsfiil  exertions  for  the  advantage  of  thiscoas- 
try,  he  was  happy  to  acknowledge,  though  on  the  prefent  queftion, 
he  was  forry  to  fay,  his  arguments  had  iiot  their  ufual  force  of 
Conviftion. 

He  faid  he  had  obferved  a  look  of  aftonifhment  throughout  the 
Houfe,  when  the  right  honounible  gentleman  had  alTcrted  that 
the  true  time  and  feafon  for  reducing  interell  was,  when  money 
was  fcarce  and  intereft  high  ;  but  he  hoped  he  would  be  able  to 
difprove  the  pofition. 

The  reafoning  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  he  obferv- 
ed, was  rather  of  an  hiftorical  than  argumentative  kind  ;  he  wa 
therefore  under  the  necefTity  of  begging  the  patience  of  the  com- 
mittee, while  he  went  back  to  thofc  periods  of  hiftory,  to  which 
the  right  honourable  gentkman  had  referred. 

The  firfl  period  referred  to,  faid  he,  is  the  aft  of  Charles  II. 
which,  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  has  truly  ftated,  was 
revival  of  the  a&  of  ftate,  which  pafled  under  the  ufurpation  « 
Cromwell;  but  every  one  knows  that  money  was  not  fcarce  J 
that  time :  that  a6l  of  flate  paffed  when  England  had  juft  finift- 
cd  one  of  the  moft  fuccefsful  wars  in  which  (he  had  ever  been  en- 
gaged ;  when  fhe  had  humbled  the  Dutch,  and  was  in  fuILand 
undifputed  poflerTion  of  the  commerce  of  the  world,  and  there- 
fore a  reference  to  that  pei-iod  (hews  that  (he  lowered  it  when 
money  was  plenty  and  trade  profperous. 

The  next  period  to  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  re- 
fers, is  the  reign  of  Anne,  when,  though  the  ftate  paid  five  and 
a  half,  the  rate  of  private  intereft  was  IJxed  at  five  ;  from  which 
alfo  the  right  honourable  gentleman  infers,  that  that  was  a  time 
of  fcarcity  of  money — that  I  deny.  Queen  Anne's  govern- 
ment, particularly  the  laft  years  of  it,  was  an  uufettled  gOYeiB- 
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pient,  depending  on  one  party  only,  while  another  party,  at  the 
head  of  which  was  the  exiled  family,  kept  Government  in  conti- 
nual alarm.  It  was  not  therefore  ^t  all  furprizing,  that  people 
chofe  rather  to  lend  their  money  to  private  perfons  than  to  the 
ftate.  At  the  time  of  the  revolution,  Government  offered  ten 
per  cent,  but  could  not  get  money ;  the  fa6l  is,  that  until  the 
defeat  of  the  rebellion  in  1745,  Europe  never  looked  "upon  the 
Government  of  England  as  fecure,  nor  thought  the  King  un- 
fhakable  upon  his  Throne ;  but  let  who  would  be  King,  private 
debts  jnuft  be  paid,  and  mortgages  muft  be  recovered. 

The  next  point  of  hiftory  referred  to  is  the  addrefs  of  the 
Commons  to  the  Queen ;  but  what  does  that  prove  ?  Every  man 
who  knows  the  country,  knows  that  there  were  at  that  time  vio- 
lent difputes  concerning  the  plantation  trade  and  the  reftridlioris 
on  our  woollen  trade  ;  the  compaft  entered  into  between  the  two 
nations  had  been  broken  on  the  part  of  England,  and  the  Com- 
mons of  Ireland  thought  it  their  duty  to  keep  grurhbling,  which 
they  did  until  the  year  1782  ;  and  if  the  infecurity  of  Govern- 
ment was'a  ftrong  argument  for  ralfmg  the  rate  of  intereft  on  the 
public  debt,  above  that  paid  by  private  perfons  in  England,  it 
was  ftill  ftronger  in  Ireland,  where  the  Government  was  even  more 
infecure,  and  was  therefore  confequently  more  felt  in  all  the  ope- 
rations of  finance. 

It  has  been  alleged,  that  we  who  maintain  the  inexpediency 
of  lowering  the  intereft,  do  in  faft  maintain  that  there  fhould  not 
be  any  law  at  all  to  regulate  it ;  but  we  do  not  hold  that  opinion  ; 
we  do  not  fay  that  there  fhould  be  no  law  at  all  to  regulate  in- 
tereft ;  but  we  fay  that  money  fhould  firft  find  its  own  level,  and 
then  the  law  (hould  follow  that  level,  but  never  lead  it. 

Again,  it  is  faid,  that  we  need  not  ftartle  at  the  idea  of  reducing 
Jntefcft  to  five  per  cent. ;  becaufe  it  is  in  fad  this  day  at  five  ;  and 
to  .prove  this,  the  pradlice  of  the  National  Bank,  which  dlfcounts 
at  five,  is  produced.'  Now,  when  gentlemen  come  to  confider 
this  argument,  what  have  they  acknowledged  ? — What  is  dif- 
count  ? — Is  it  not  elfentially  different  from  intereft  ? — Does  the 
difcounter  always  make  his  payments  In  cafh  ? — Are  they  not 
generally  made  in  his  own  notes  ? — Befules,  is  not  the  difcount 
always  dedu<^ed  in  the  firft  inftance  ? — and  if  fo,  is  not  difcount 
a  much  more  gainful  trade  than  intereft  ? 

But,  fays  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  you  are  to  confider, 
that  if  you  do  not  extend  the  redu&ion  of  intereft  throughout 
the  kingdom,  you  give  the  traders  of  Dublin  an  unfair  advan- 
tage over  all  the  other  traders  of  Ireland,  for  there  are  but  few 
Banks  J>efides  thofe  of  Dublin.  And  pray,  from  what  does  this 
paucity  of  Banks  proceed  ? — Is  it  not  from  the  poverty  of  the 
country  ? — ^Do  not  the  men  of  Cork",  of  Belfall,  of  Armagh, 
of  Newry,  underftand  their  own  intereft  as  well  as  thofe  of 
Dublin  i 
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If  they  do,  what  docs  the  paucity  of  Banks  prove  but  the 
poverty  of  the  country  ?  and  therefore  it  is  faid  we  Ihould  reduce 
intcrcft. 

It  ha«  been  urged,  that  the  plenty  of  money,  and  the  many 
conveniencies  which  abound  in  the  capita],  has  a  pernicious  efFed 
in  atirafting  jicople  from  the  country  to  come  and  fettle  here. 
The  plenty  of  money  is  by  no  means  the  caufe,  but  the  impro- 
Tident  bounty  upon  corn,  the  moft  abfuid  and  tlie  moil  irapiovl- 
*dent  meafure  ever  adopted  by  any  legiflaturc^  a  meafure  which 
goes  to  raife  the  price  of  lands  in  remote  counties,  to  an  injuri- 
ous dearnefs,  and  to  reduce  them  below  their  intriiilic  value  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  capital,  where  naturally  they  ought  to  bc«' 
high;  a  meafure,  the  ill  efFedls  of  \:Wich  are  every  day  felt,  by 
making  the  price  of  C4>rn,  particularly  oats,  greater  in  remote 
parts  than  it  is  in  Dublin.  At  Dungarvan  oats  are  now  dearer 
than  in  this  city. 

Before  he  fat  down,  he  faid,  he  thought  himftlf  bound  to  bear 
teftiraony  to  the  honourable  conduct  of  the  confidentia:  fervant . 
of  Government  in  that  Houfe,  [Mr.  Fitzherbert,3  whi>,  feeing 
it  a  meafure  of  the  higlieil  impoitance  had  fnirly  left  it  to  be  de- 
cided by  the  gentlemen  of  the  country,  wlihcut  any  interferenc-c 
on  his  part. 

Sir  Francis  Hxjtchinson  faid  ft  had  been  aiTerted  in  debate, 
that  the  propofed  reduction  would  procure  Ibans  fpv  the  little  mer- 
chants, whom  high  intereft  had  hitherto  excluded. — The  \trj 
reverfe,  he  faid,  would  be  the  efFeA ;  for,  after  the  reduftion, 
the  money  lenders  would  not  be  tempted  to  lend  'where  there  was 
any  ri(k. 

He  faid  Mr.  Smith  had  been  quoted  as  afFerting,  that  if  mo- 
ney were  allowed  to  be  lent  at  a  high  intereft,  no  money  would 
be  lent  except  to  prodigals  and  projcftors.  He  obferved,  Mr. 
Smith  had  only  faid,  that  would  be  the  cafe  if  eight  or  ten  per  cent, 
were  allowed  to  be  taken,  and  therefore,  in  his  opinion  did  not 
apply  to  the  prefent Jjill ;  and  if  thofe  called  projedors  were  never 
to  be  furnflhed  with  any  mcncyj  we  ihould  have  no  new  manufac- 
tures ;  no  new  channels  of  trade  opened.  It  had  been  afferted, 
that  the  rcafon  why  England  had  not  for  thefe  74  years  reduced 
her  intereft  was,  becaufe  ftie  had  no  competitor  in  trade  ;  whereas, 
the  fa6i  was,  that  flie  had  very  dangerous  ones  in  the  French  and 
Dutch;  The  former  redu6tion  of  intereft.  in  Ireland,  in  1703, 
1721,  and  1731,  were  faid  to  have  been  attended  with  good 
effeds,  and  urged, in  favour  of  the  propoied  reduction. — He  faid 
in  the  two  firft  of  thofe  reduftions,  Irifti  intereft  had  been  fuffcred 
to  remain  two  per  cent,  and  in  the  laft  of  them,  one  per  cent, 
higher  than  in  fengland  ;  whereas,  the  prcfent  bill  was  to  bring 
them  to  the  fame  rate.  It  had  been  alleged  that  t)ne  per  cent,  dif- 
advantage  between  two  countries,  in  rate  of  intereft,  was  enough 
to  (ink  any  trade ;  he  adt^ed  if  that  were  true,  how  could  the  Eng- 
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lifh  commerce  Have  {iipported  itfelf  againft  the  Dutcli  ?  It  had 
been  aflied,  where  would  the  20o,oooL  now  go,  which  had  beep 
aanually  borrowed  by  the  Irifh  Government  for  many  ycarspaft  ? 
Muft  it  not  be  J'^nt  to  pnvate  people  ? — He  anfwered  no,  Thofc 
who  had  been  accuftom<^  to  the  feciirity  of  Government  funds 
would,  it  was  to  be  feared,  continue  in  that  habit,  and  fend  thei? 
money  to  the  Engliih  funds.  He  faid,  if  the  pra^lice  of  England  . 
or  France  in  this  matter,  c6uld  influence  us,  we  ought  not  to 
lower  the  proportion  which  our  prefent  legal  rate  of  intereft  bears 
to  the  price  of  our  land  ;  as  money  laid  out  in  purchafe  of  land, 
[  brings  in  England  only  about  three  one-half  per  cent,  and  19 
i  France,  only  two  one-half  per  cent,  as  Mr.  Necker  afferts; 
'       whereas,  in  Ireland  it  byngs  five. 

As  to  the  intimation  which  the  mover  of  this  bill  had  thrown 
out,  that  if  we  did  not  grafp  at  this  boon  offered  to  us  now,  we 
might  never  acrain  have  it  in  our  power,  he  faid  he  could  not  think 
fo  ill  of  minillers,  as  that  whenever  the  ftate  of  this  country 
fhould  clearly  require  it,  the  miniller  of  the  day  would  refufe  it ; 
he  was  confident,  at  leaft,  that. could  not  happen  under  fuch  a 
Viceroy,  and  fuch  a  dire<^or  of  finances  as  we  had  at  prcfent# 

Sir  Henrv  Cavendish  contended  that  the  fenfe  of  the  peo» 
pie  was  for  the  meafure,  as  there  was  much  time  given  in  this 
bufinefs,  and  there  was  not  a  iinglc  petition  prefented  to  Parlia^ 
ment  againil  it. 

Mr.  CoLviLLE  faid  as  the  hour  was  fo  late  he  would  trouble 
the  committee  with  but  two  points— One  was  to  fhew  what  ad- 
vantage Ireland  would  obtain  in  her  trade  by  reducing  money  one 
percent  taken  on  the  whole  of  one  year*s  exportation  on  her  li- 
nens and  provifions — the*  other  to  prove  that  Mr.  Pitt,  who  was 
a  miniller  as  able  as  he  was  wife,  could  have  no  intention  to  re- 
duce Intereft  in  England  from  five  to  four  per  cent,  as  it  muft  ap- 
pear moft  evident,  that  fuch  a  meafure  would  militate  againft  his 
peace  meafure,  of  extingutftiing  the  debt  of  England,  and  in 
cafe  of  a  war  would  prevent  his  borrowing  money  on  reafonable 
terms.  He  faid,  for  the  purpofe  of  argument,  he  would  fuppofe 
(what  was  not  far  from  the  truth,  and  would  make  his  calculation 
cafy  and  clear)  that  our  yearly  export  of  Hnens  w^s  two  millions, 
and  our  provifions  and  other  articles,  comprehending  corn,  but- 
ter, beef,  pork,  tallow,  &c.  amounted  to  two  millions  more. 
He  faid  there  were  three  linen  markets  in  the  year,  from  whence 
he  inferred,  the  return  of  money  in  this  trade  was  in  four  months, 
and  he  fuppofed  that  one  half  of  the  trade  only  was  carried  on 
by  borrowed  money,  fo  that  he  was  to  calculate  the  difference  be- 
tween fix  and  five  per  cent,  on  one  million  for  four  months,  which 
difference  amounted  to  33  33I.  6s.  8d. — thus  four  months  intereil 
on  one  million  at  fix  per  cent  is  20,oool.  at  five  per  cent.  i6i666U 
138..  4d.--diffciencc  faved  by  the  meafure  33331.  68.  8d.  only. 
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He  faid  the  return  of  money  in  the  provifion  trade,  or  fecond 
clafs  of  .our  exports,  which  he  had  ftated,  was  fix  times  in  the 
year,  being  computed,  on  an  average,  at  two  months,  from  the 
thne  the  mei  chant  paid  the  farmer  until  his  reimturfement ;  and 
fuppofmg,  as  in  the  former  inllance,  that  only  one-half  was  bor- 
rowed money,  the  faving  to  the  merchant  between  fix  and  five  per 
cent,  would  juft  be  one-half  of  the  former  fum,  or  1666L   138. 
4d.  fo  that  the  whole  faving  by   the  raeafure  on   four  miUions  of 
your  exports  would  be  5000I.  ayear,  or  an  eight  hundredth  part — 
one  part  in  eight  hundred  !      He  faM  he  did  not  confefs  that  in 
the  aftual  ftate  of  thefe  trades  a  great  deal  of  the    two  millions 
was  obtained  on  Ireland  bills  of  exchange,  where  a  premium  was 
paid  in  the  country  for  cafh,  compreh.Mding   legal  intereft,  and 
the  rifk  of  bringing  the  fpecie  from  the  capital,  which,  to  the 
bell  of  his  opinion  and  judgment,  for  the  information    of  the 
committee,  did  not,  on  an   average,  exceed  legal   intereft  more 
than  I2s.  6d.  per  cent,  taking   together  bills  at  thirty-one  and 
fixty-onc  days,  and  the  different  rates  of  premiums  paid  thereon  ; 
but  as  he  took  it  for  granted,  the  prefent  meafure  leaves  that  part 
of  our  trade  to  go  on  as  it  has  done,  his  former  calculation  of 
5000I.'  or  an  eight  hundredth  part,  is  not  afFe<R:ed  by  it ;  and  with- 
out fubmitting  to  fuch  difcount  (on  many  occafions)  he  did  not 
helitate  to  fay,  the  trade  of  Ireland  could  not  be  carried  on,  and 
that  it  was  the  pradlice  in  Great  Britain,  although  perhaps  in  ge- 
neral not  at  fuch  high  rates :  And  he  further  faid,  that  any  at- 
t-empt   to    regulate  this   inland  exchange  or    difqount   by  law, 
would  be  as  abfurd  and  dangerous  ^s  limiting  the  courfe   of  C3^- 
change  between  Great  Biitain   and  Ireland.     He  obfetved,  thait 
it  was  abfolutely  neceflary  to  trouble  the  committee  with  a  clear 
ftatcment  of  this  matter,  as  the  right  hcin.  mover  of  the  bill,  and 
his  right  hon.  friend  [the  Speaker  j  had  both  delivered  an  opinion 
very  different  from  the  real  faft,  and  yet  had  built;  moll  of  their 
arguments  upon  it. 

In  a  former  debate,  the  firfl  gentleman  had  allied^ — How  could 
Ireland  trade  with  one-fixth  in  interefl  againft  her  ?  and  the  lat^ 
ter  gentleman  hasTaid  this  night,  that  unlefs  we  fend  our  exports 
,  to  foreign  markets  freed  from  a  weight  of  intereft  of  from  ten 
.  to  tweiuy  per  cent,  it  cannot  fubfifl.  The  committee  will  judge 
how  well  founded  thefe  right  hon.  gentlemen  arc  in  their  fads, 
when  one  ilatea  one-fixth  inflcad  of  an  eight  hundredth  part,  and 
the  other  flates  lol.  to  20I.  per  cent,  inflead  of  i2s,  6d.  per 
cent. 

He  obferved,  that  it  was  very  dangerous  to  interfere  with  the 
natural  courle  of  trade,  of^which  the  merchant  was  the  beil 
judge  ;  and  if  by  tampering  with  the  commercial  capital  of  the 
kingdom,  it  wa*  narrowed  or  impeded,  fatal  confequences  would 
really  take  place,  by  obliging  the  manufadurer  to  fell  his  linen, 
ajid  the  farmer  his  produce,  at  very  reduced  rates  |  dcflroy  the 
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circulation  of  inland  bills  on  one  hand,  and  prevent  loans  of  mo- 
ney to  your  merchants  on  the  other,  by  an  unnatural  low  rate  of 
iiitereft,  and  half  the  trading*  capital  on  credit  of  the  nation  is 
^one  ;  the  competition  between  the  poor  and  rich  merchant  is  at 
an  end>  the  latter  has  the  whole  market  to  himfelf,  and  thei^  in- 
deed your  farmers  and  manufadlurers  may  receive  one-fixth,  or 
ten  to  twenty  per  cent,  a  lower  price  for  their  merchandize,  and 
realize  the  wifhes  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  by  fending  it 
cheaper  to  foreign  markets.  If  the  landed  interefl  of  the  king- 
dom defire  fuch  a  confequcnce,  I  aflurethem,  fuch  rich  merchants 
as  we  have  cannot  make  any  objeAion  to  it,  If  they  look  no  fur- 
ther than  their  own  immediate  intereft. 

He  faid  he  would  now  confider  how  far  it  was  probable  that 
the  Britifh  minifter  would  reduce  the  legal  rate  of  Intersil  in  Eng- 
land to  four  per  cent,  and  If  he  could  prove  that  he  would  not,  it 
would  compel  the  friends  of  the  prefent  meafure  to  (hift  their 
ground  from  Queen  Anne's  reign  to  the  prefent  time,  and  to 
prove  that  at  prefent  we  are  as  rich  as  England,  and  can  bear  an 
equal  low  rate  of  intereft. 

He  faid  the  necefTary  and  mod  favourite  meafure  of  Mr.  Pitt*« 
admiuiftration  (whilft  peace  continued '  was  to  pay  off  and  extin- 
gulfti  as  much  of  the  enormous  debt  of  the  nation  as  he  poflibly 
could,  and  to  lay  the  foundation  to  obtain  plenty  of  money,  in 
cafe  of  a  war,  on  reafonable  terms. 

To  lower  the  rate  of  intereft  to  four  per  cent,  would  equally 
operate  againft  both  of  th^fe  defirable  purpofes. 

Refpe(5ling  the  firft,  the  three  per  cents,  are  7 61, ;  if  he  low* 
cred  intereft  to  four  per  cent,  they  (hpuld  by  circulation  rife  one- 
fifth,  or  to  ninety-one  ;  but  as  many  things  muft  interfere  to  pre- 
vent the  adlual  price  from  following  this  rule  exad^ly,  I  fhall  only 
ftate  that  fuch  a  meafure  in  England  would  raife  the  three  per 
cents,  ten  per  cent,  or  to  861.  ;  and  here  he  obferved,  that  low- 
ering the  intereft  in  Ireland  will  aflift  thiseffeft,  by  preventing 
Englifti  money  from  coming  to  us,,  and  by  carrying  other  monies 
out  of  the  kingdom  to  the  funds. 

Now,  fuppofe  by  buying  up  ftock  at  the  market  price,  which 
is  the  mode  adopted,  that  Mr.  Pitt  pays  off  ten  millions  in  ten 
years,  is  it  not  as  clear  as  the  fun,  leaving  compound  calculation 
out  of  the  q^ueilion,  that  it  would  poft  the  nation  one  million 
more? 

•  On  the  Other  hand,  fuppofe  he  aftually  does  reduce  intereft  to 
four  per  cent,  this  prefent  fellion,  and  wants  to  borrow  money  ten 
years  hence  on  the  breaking  out  of  a  war,  the  confequence  muft 
he,  if  a  low  intereft  has  any  cffe(El  at  all,  to  leflen  the  lendable 
money  in  England,  and  confequently  when  he  comes  to  borrow 
he  muft  pay  a  higher  price  for  it. 

If  a  private  man  owed  20,oool.  would  he  not  find  It  much  ea- 
sier to  cxtinguifti   and  pay  off  the  debtj  by  buying  up  the  de- 


Digitized 


i  by  Google        — 


Jig  P  A  R  L  1  A  M  E  N  T  A  R  Y  [Feb.  23, 

mands  of  hiff  creditors  at  158.  in  the  pound  rather  than  of  178. 
as  he  would  ftnd  it  much  better,  in  cafe  l\e  wanted  to  borrow 
fuch  a  fum,  to  have  two  lenders  at  market  infbead  of  one  ? 

He  faid,  he  inlifted  more  on  this  argument,'  as  it  had  been  fo 
confidently  faid,  England  was  about  to  reduce  the  legal  rate  of 
inter*  ft,  which  he  confefied  would  remove  many  of  his  objedtions 
to  itb  being  done  here.      ^ 

He  concluded  by  faying,  thefe  arguments  were  unanfwerable 
as  to  thc<:ondu(Sl  of  England.  The  Britifh  minifter),  he  was. 
Cv)niident,  would  be  as  gr^at  in  war  as  he  had  proved  himfelf  to 
be  wile  in  peace,  iind  would  never  think  of  a  meafure  that  could 
not  bentft  the  nation,  but  muil  eifeAually  impede  and  fruftiatc 
his  own  future  operations. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  ExcHEQ^uERvfai^rifing  at  that 
very  late  hour,  it  was  not  his  intention  to  trouble  the  committee 
}cng  ;  but  from  what  had  been  faid  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate,  it 
appeared  to  him  that  feme  gentlemen,  doubtlefs  from  a  liberal 
and  jrood-natured  turn  of  mind,  were  extremely  anxious  to  pre- 
vent the  nation  fi-om  acquiring  a  very  great  benefij:,  left  a  few  in- 
dfviduals  might  thereby  re^p  fome  advantage  ;  yet  thofe  gentle* 
men  had  bten  able  to  offer  nothing  which  might  not  have  been 
urged  againil  the  eftabliihment  of  the  National  Bank  ;  a  meafure 
which  as  ftrongly  marks  the  wifdom  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
["the  Speaker]  who  pronaotcd  it,  as  the  fupport  whiph  4ie  gives 
to  the  prefent  meafure  marks  his  upright  and  difintercifted  zeal  for 
the  wclftnre  df  commerce*  and  his  perfeft  knowledge  of  the  true 
inttreH:  of  Irt4and. 

it  has  been  argued,  faid  he,  as  if  my  right  hon.  friend  had  af- 
fetted,  that  a  time  of  fcarcity  of  money  was. the  moft  proper 
time  for  the  reduftion  of  intereft,  My  right  hon.  friend  made 
no  fuch  ^iTertion  ;  he  {hewed^  from  the  moft  incontrovertible  re- 
cords, that  the  meafure  of  lowering  intereft  had  fucceeded  even 
in  times  of  great  (csrclty  of  money,  and  he  argued  a  fortioriy 
that  there  could  be  no  danger  of  its  fuccefs  now  in  time  of  plenty. 
The  argument  of  a  tottering  Government,  urged  by  an  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman,  cannot  be  now  applied.  The  Prince  and  th^ 
.people  have  now  but  one  common  intereft — they  are  fb  infepara- 
bly  conpj^ded  now,  that  one  cannot  be  ftiaken  without  movicg 
the  other — the  good  fortune  of  the  Crown  and  that  of  thfe  peO'- 
pie  now  go  hand  in  Kjand  aiKi  profpcr  together,  not  as  formerly, 
when  ti  e  oiisfoitunespf  the  Crown  induced  the  misfortune  of  the 
peo;;k.  . 

My  right  fioo.  fripid  has  fo  fully  anfwered  every  obje^on  that 
.  has  been  made,  and  his  argunaents  ftand  fo  firm  and  immoveabkf 
that  I  do  nt>t  thifik  it  at  all  neceflary  for  me  to  fay  a  word  in  fup- 
port of  what  he  has  urged ;  I  ftall  only  therefore  take  notice  of 
part  of  what  has  fuice  lailen,  the  anfwer  to  vyhich  he  has  not  an- 
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ticipated,  ,a&  m  general  be  has  done  the  anfwer  to  every  rational 
argument ;  but  no  man  indeed  could  have  fuppofed  fuch  a  mode 
of  arguing  would  be  .followed. — It  was  faid  the  Commons 
thought  it  their  duty  to  keep  grumbling  and  grumbling  about  the 
reftridions  on  trade*  and  complaining  of  poverty,  though  it^was 
intimated  their  poverty  was  unreal  — Sir,  the  faft  was  otnerwife  ; 
the  kingdom  was  in  a  mod  miferable  fituation,  as  appears  not  on- 
ly from  the  language  of  the  Commons,  but  the  language  of  the 
Chief  Governors  to  whom  thofe  Commons  addreffed  themfelves. 
Were  the  Chief  Governors  interefted  to  make  the  country  appear 
1     poor  ?  or  did  they  think  it  their  duty  to  keep  grumbling  for  want 

Iof  trade  ?  No ;  the  truth  I8,  the  trade  of  the   country  was  ex- 
ceedingly low  ;  intereft  was  reduced,  and  trade  recovered. 
The  argUOient  drawn  from  the  comparative  view  of  tonnage 
i     has  been  controverted ;  but    k)ok  at   the   tonnage  of   Ireland, 
I    that  part  of  it   which   is   merely   Iiifh,    and  Hated  much   un- 
der its   rate    at    about   80,000 ,  t<Mis,    compare  this   with   the 
ji    444,000  tons    poffeffed   by   England,    Scotland   and   America 
\     (for  they  were  all  included)  in  1 714*  when  England  reduced  her 
i    iatereft,  then  compare  the  population  and  extent  of  thefe  coun- 
[    taes  with  Ijeland,  and  fee  whether  at  this  day  Ireland  has  not 
:.  nearer  her  proportion  than  is  imagined:  But  why  has  fhe.not 
[  moj-e  ?  becaufe  in   a  bufinefs.fo  weighty  and  extenfive  as  fhip- 
i   building,  inxereft  makes  a  matenal  article  ;  by  koeping  up  the 
[  rate  of  intereft  Ireland  has  almoft  totally  loft  that  trade,  and  haa 
f  given  great  pan  of  her  carrying  trade  into  Englifh  hapde,  rob- 
[  bing  herfelf  of  thofe  advantages  which  nature  has  beftowed  upoA 
her. 
Upon  the  whole.  Sir,  no  man  has  controverted  the  policy  or 
!  principle  of  the  meafurc^-but  they  fay,  let  ue  fee  money  firftfall 
I  to  its  Itvel^ — Will  that  day  ever  come  ?  I  (hew  them  every  fymp- 
i   torn  of  an  extended  commerce — every  proof  of  encreafing  riches 
• — every  outward  and  vifible  fign  of  profperity — but  ftill  they  an- 
fwer— ^whcre  is  the  money  ? 

I  know  that  ib«  ^tuatioaof  th«  country  is  at  this  moment 
ripe  for  the  mcafure  ;  and  it  comes  to  this  queftion,  whether  you 
will  indulge  the  wiflhes  of  extravagant  individuals  to  borrow  mo- 
ney in  England  at  an  high  il^ereft,  to  fpend  in  England  ?. or 
'whether  you  will  give  that  aid  tcKjhe  commerce  of  your  country 
which  no^  yod  have  an  (^iportunity  of  doing  ? 

Mr.  Kea^nev  faid  that' he  did  not  rife  at  that  late  hour  to 
«rgue  the  aueftion,  but  to  fay,  that  he  had  heard  nothing  in  the 
<»ttrfe  of  the  debate  to  change  his  opinion»  which  was,  that  mo- 
»cy  would  find  its  own  value  ;.  an  opinion  founded  on  what  would 
have  much  more  weight  with  every  man,. than  the  authority, of 
"any  writers  however  eminent ;  an  opinion  founded  on  an  in- 
controvertible fadt,  that  the  market  rate  of  intereft  on  the  fame 
kind  of  fecurities  falls  and  riiies.  in  every  country,  without  anf 
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change  in  the  legal  rate  of  intereft,  and  that  almofl  in  eveiy  coun- 
try in  Europe,  Government  have  been  obliged  at  different  times 
to  give  a  confiderably  higher  rate  of  intereft  than  the  legal  one. 
He  faid  that  a  difference  had  been  made  by  fome  of  the  fupporters 
of  the  meafure,  between  the  value  of  money  in  trade,  and  the 
price  of  it ;  for  his  part  he  acknov^ledgtd .  that  he  was  ignorant 
what  money  would  produce  in  any  kind  of  trade,  and  he  believed 
that  there  were  very  few  in  that  Houfe  who  knew  any  thing  of  the 
matter ;  but  that  the  author  of  the  enquiry  into  the  wealth  of 
nations,  computed  the  average  produce  of  the  money  >in  trade  in 
England,  at  about  ten  per  cent.  There  were,  he  faid,  two 
affertions  made  by  the  principal  fupporters  of  the  biD,  which  he 
could  not  reconcile,  the  firfl  was,  that  the  trade  of  Ireland  had 
increafed  of  late  very  confiderably,  and  that  there  was  every  ap- 
pearance that  it  would  become  ftill  greater.  The  next  affertion 
was,  that  it  was  jmpoffible  for  us  to  enter  into  a  competition  with 
other  countries,  unti^  we  reduced  the  rate  of  intereft  here  to  a 
par  with  theirs,  though  it  is  apparent  that  we  have  done  fo  be- 
fore, with  the  fame  difadvantage  in  point  of  intereft  of  money. 
He  rejoiced,  he  faid,  as  much  as 'any  one,  at  the  increafe  of  our 
trade,  but  for  that  very  reafon  he  was  againft  making  experi- 
ments, and  begged  leave  to  remind  the  committee  c^  the  whole- 
fome  caution  conveyed  to  pbfterlty  on  the  Italian's  tombflone, 
**  I  was  well,  I  would  be  better,  and  that  brpught  me  here/* 

The  queftion  was  then  put  that  the  Chairman  do  now  leave  the 
chair. 

Ayes  —  —  61 

Noes  —  — '  94 

The  committee  then  went  through  the  bill,  and  having  agreed 
to  fill  up  the  blank  for  the  day  on  which  the  redudion  com? 
mences,  with  September  29,  1788,  they  adjourned,  and  the 
Houfe  refumed. 


Monday,  February  25,  1788. 

A  petition  of  the  Truftees  and  Creditors  of  Rotiert  Brooke, 
Efq;  with  a  plan  annexed,,  qnaninioudy  agreed  on  at  a  generjj 
meeting  at  the  Royal  Exchange,  the  25th  day  of  January,  1788, 
John  Latouche,  Efq;  in  the  chair,  was.prefcnted  to  the  Houfe 
and  read ;  fctting  forth,  that  an  a6l  of  Parliament  paiTed  in  th^ 
twenty -fixth  year  of  his  Majefty's  reign,  the  objeft  of  which  was, 
that  truftees  fhould  be  appointicd,  in  whom  all  the  eftates  and 
effefts  of  Mr.  Brooke^  fhould  be  invefted,  and  that  his  perfon 
fhould  be  freed  from  the  demands  of  his.  creditors  ;  that  the  ina- 
nufaf^ures  carrying  on  at  Profpcrous  fhould  be  continued,  and 
'  that  other  perfons  fhould  be  induced,  to  embark  thereio ;  and  i^ 
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was  alfo  enabled  that  lo^ool.  (hould  be  paid  Into  his  Majefty's 
Treafury  on  the  lil  of' January,  1787,  and  a  fiiither  fum  of 
6000I.  on  the  24th  of  June,  1 794,  and  the  private  creditors  of 
the  faid  Brooke  were  to  have  the  benefit  of  the  rciidue  nf  the 
produce  of  his  eilates  and  effects ;  that  tlie  deed  fpecified  in  the 
laid  a6l,  for  vcfting  all  the  eftates  and  effedls  of  the  fa,id  Brooke 
in  truftees  has  been  executed  by  him  and  his  creditors,  and  in 
confequence  thereof  the  faid  Brooke  has  been  freed  from  all 
claims  of  his  creditors  by  the  faid  acl: ;  that  the  man u failures  at 
Profperous  have  been  continued  ;  that  the  truilecs  have  induced 
other  perfons  to  embark  lurgdy  therein  upon  their  own  account ; 
but  that  the  truftees,  from  want  of  property,  have  not  been  able 
to  pay  the  io,cool.  into  the  treafury,  or  lo  make  any  dividend 
to  the  private  creditors,  to  whom  ft  appears  there  is  more  than 
6o,oool.  due  J  that  the  truftees  have  wil'h  much  trouble,  and  a 
great  perfonal  riik,  fupporttd  the  eftablifhment  at  Profperous, 
which  muft  otherwife  have  been  totally  deftroyed  by  the  failure 
of  Mr.  Brooke  ;  that  the  buildings  have  been  kept  in  repair  and 
prevented  from  falling  Into  ruin,  and  are  all  at  tin's  Jay  occupied  ; 
that  the  machinery  has  been  all  put  into  good  coudirion,  and  Is 
fully  employed  ;  that  the  houfes  and  ground  leafed  by  Mr.  Brooke 
liave  been  fet  for  one  year,  and  that  there  are  now  at  leaft  one* 
hundred  and  fixty  looms,  and  one  thoufand  perfons  employed 
there  ;  that  a  fupply  of  pure  water  has  been  procured,  and  the 
dying,  printing,  bleaching,  cutting  and  finilhing,  as  well  as  card- 
ing, fpinning  and  weaving,  are  all  carried  on  to  great  perfection 
by  perfons  well  experienced  therein,  infomuch  that  ver)^  refpedla- 
bie  mannfafturers  in  Dublin  6nd  their  account  in  fending  raw 
cotton  from  Dublin  to  Profperous,  to  have  the  fame  cheap  and 
well  manufaclured,  whereby  all  the  poor  working  people  in  this 
cllablilhment  are  fully  employed,  dnd  derive  from  thence. a  com- 
fortable fupport  for  themfelves  and  their  numcioiis  families ;  that 
the  inhabitants  of  Profperous  were  indorftrrs  on  bills  drawn  by 
Mr.  Thomas  Digby  Brooke  on  Robert  Brooke,  to  a  confidcrable 
amount  in  value,  and  by  the  death  of  the  one,  and  the  failure  of 
the  other,  the  holders  oi  thcfe  bills  fell  upon  the  indbrfers,  who 
being  debarred  by  the  a6t  of  Parliameiit  from  reforting  to  Mr. 
Robert  Brooke,  were  under  the  preiTure  of  thefe  bills  brouglit 
into  great  diftrefs,  and  unable  to  carry  on  the  manufafture  to 
employ  the  working  people ;  the  truftees  and  creditors  were 
therefore  under  the  neceffity  of  advancing  the  fums  of  450I. 
600I.  tool,  and  ipol.  to  fundry  manufacturers,  upon  mortgages 
of  the  buildings  and  improvements  made  by  themfelves  at  Prof- 
perous, to  enable  them  to  proceed  on  their  own  account  ;  that 
in  confequence  of  the  inhabitants  and  manufadturers  at  Profperous 
being  fo  deeply  Involved  in  Mr.  Brooke's  failure,  the  truftees 
have  been  hitherto  prevented  from  receiving  any  rents  from  them, 
whflft  ejectments  have  been,  brought  by  the  landlord  of  other 
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Icafebold  intercfts  of  Mr.  Brooke,  adjacent  thereto,  for  recovery 
of  rent  due  thereon,  and  cleglts  have  alfo  been  iffued  by  creditors 
whofe  judgments  were  prior  to  Mr.  Brooke's  recognizance  to 
Government,  agarnft  Mr.  Brooke's  eftates  in  the  county  of  Cavaa 
and  King's  county,  fo  that  unlefs  fome  eflFeftual  meafures  are  now 
taken  all  mull  fall  to  ruin  ;  that  fhould  an  extent  now  ilTiic  by 
Government,  to  cover  the  effedls  and  fell  the  property  of  Mr. 
Brooke,  the  creditors  would  be  exceedingly  injured,  the  mann- 
fa<5ture  at  Profperous  loft,  the  mafter  manufadlurers  undone,  and 
the  poor  working  people  drove  to  the  capital  to  feek  for  employ- 
ment, the  good  intentions  of  the  legiflature  in  the  encouragement 
of  this  important  eftablifhment  entirely  defeated,  and  all  the  pains 
taken  by  the  trulVees  to  preferve  it  from  being  rendered  ufclefs, 
and  under  all  thefe  diftrefling  circumftances  the  fum  which  could 
thereby  be  obtained  for  the  public  would  be  very  inadequate ; 
that  they  beg  leave  humbly  to  fubmit  thefe  circumftances  to  the 
confideratlon  of  the  Hcufe,  humbly  obferving  that  the  longer 
things  remain  in  the  prcfent  fituation  the  worfe  they  will  become? 
that  the  only  efFe£lual  means  they  can  now  devife  to  preferve  aa 
eftablifliment  deemed  of  national  importance,  is,  that  the  pay- 
ment of  the  fum  due  by  Mr.  Brooke  to  Government  be  remitted, 
oil  condition  that  the  prefent  truftees,  or  any  new  truftees  ap- 
pointed by  Parliament,  ftiould  apply  the  money  arifing  from  the 
fale  of  his  eftates  in  the  fupport  of  the  manufadures  at  Proipe- 
rou?,  according  to  the  annexed  plan.  By  this  means,  although 
the  public  will  not  obtain  the  value  now  due  to  them,  nor  the  cre- 
ditors now  divide  any  of  the  effedts  among  them,  yet  the  good 
intentions  of  Government  in  the  eftabliftiment  of  the  manufac- 
tures at  Profperous  will  thereby  be  carried  fully  into  effed^,  and 
be  certainly  rendered  permanent,  inafmuch  as  in  the  place  of  a 
gentleman  carrying  on  the  manufacture  not  experienced  therein, 
frequently  in  want  of  public  aid,  perfons  well  acquainted  with 
the  trade,  depending  folely  on  their  own  induftry,  and  not  re- 
quiring/ affiftance  from  the  public,  will  have  the  direction  of  this 
eftablifhment ;  and  therefore  praying  the  protection  of  the  Houfe 
to  preferve  ihis  eftablifhment  from  ruin,  which  has  been  fo  very 
expenfive  to  tlie  public  and  to  individuals. 

A  plan  for  rendering  permanent  the  eftablifhment  of  the  manU" 
fadlures  at  Piofperous. 

That  Truftees  be  now  appointed  by  Parliament,  inipowered  to 
felj  Mr.  Brooke's  eftates  in  the  county  of  Cavaii  and  King's 
county,  and  that  the  refidue  of  the  money  arifing  therefrom, 
after  payment  of  fuch  judgments  as  were  prior  to  the  recogni- 
zance to  Government  (if  found  neceifary)  do  form  a  fund  for  the 
promotion  of  the  manufadlures  at  Profperous,. 

That  the  truftees  do  procure  a  perfon  who  will  open  in  Dutflip 
a  houfe  for  the  fide  of  Profperous  manufactures  (by,  wholefalc.) 
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and  place  tlie  above  funds  irt  his  hands,  on  his  giving  folvent  fecu- 
rity  for  the  principal  intereft. 

That  the  faid  perifon  do  advance  the  manufafturers  two-thirfls 
of  the  value  of  the  goods  they  (hall  lodge  in  faid  houfe  at  the 
time  of  depoliting,  and  the  remainder  when  fold,  charging  hi« 
Comraiflion  and  intereft  for  the  money  he  advances. 

No  good«  to  he  admitted  into  faid  houfe  but  fuch  as  fhall  be 
examined  by  a  fworn  infpedor,  and  found  to  be  well  manufac- 
tured ;  the  price  to  be  fixed  by  the  maker.  No  more  ailted,  and 
no  lefs  than  a  piece  to  be  fold. 

A  yearly  fettlement  to  be  made  by  the  truftees;  and  after 
dedufting  the  rent  of  Profperous  and  all  charges  from  the  rents 
obtained  for  the  houfes,  &c.  and  the  intereft  of  the  money  ad- 
vanced to  the  perfon  who  keeps  the  ware-houfe  in  Dublin,  the 
balance  to  be  divided  among  the  creditors  in  proportion  to  their 
demands,  each  creditor  firll  proving  his  debt  on  oath  to  the  fatif- 
fadion  of  faid  trailer,  and  receiving  a  transferable  debenture 
from  the  truftees  for  each  i  ool. 

That  by  adopting  this  plan  the  "^  man ufafturers,  who  are  now 
very  poor,  will  then  be  able  fuUy  to  employ  the  working  people 
and  pay  the  rents,  as  the  advance  of  two-thirds  of  the  value  of 
the  goods  to  the  manufa6lurer8  will  enable  them  to  carry  on  trade 
in  a  proper  manner,  and  the  encouragement  they  will  thus  le- 
vceive  will  induce  other  manufadlurers  to  remove  there  from  Dub- 
lin, &c.  to  (hare  thofe  advantages  which  they  cannot  obtain  elfe- 
where,  which  muft  encrt-afe  the  rents  at  Profperous,  promote  the 
intereft  of  the  creditors,  and  render  the  eftablifhment  permanent- 
Signed  by  order, 
John   Rock,  clerk  to  the  truftees. 

Sir  Lucius  0'Br:ien  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to 
order,  a  bill  to  amend  an  a£l  paffed  in  the  25th  year  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  reign,  entitled  an  ad  to  amend  an  adl  paiflEd  in  the  1 2th 
year  of  his  late  Majefty  George  I.  entitled  an  ad  for  better  regu- 
lating the  office  of  ftieriffs,  and  for  afcertaining  their  fees,  for 
fulng  their  patents  and  palling  their  accounts,  and  for  extending 
the  provifions  thereof;  wiiich  was  received  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Sir  Frederick  Flood  faid  that  a  certain  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  got  leave  to  bring  in  a  well  known  bill  by  a  fmaU 
majority  ;  that  he  heard,  it  was  to  be  fimilar  to  that  which  had  been 
introduced  the  four  preceding  feffions,  and  as  often  rejeded  ;  that 
as  gentlemen  would  be  going  down  to  the  affizes  immediately,  he 
thought  it  neceffary  to  give  notice,  that  if  the  bill  was  not  brought 
in  by  Wednefday  'next,  that  he  (hoiild  make  a  motion  for  dif- 
charging  the  order  '^  and  this  he  confidered  as  indifpenfably  necef- 
fary to  quiet  the  ininds  of  the  people. 

Mr.  GARfyiNER  faid  that  there  were  not  worfe  roads  in  the 
aniverfethan  the  avenues  leading  into  this  great  city  ;  that  it  was 
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a  long  bill,  and  not  only  required  time  for  the  drawing  it  up»  . 
but  the  committee  appointed  for  that  purpofe  fhould  not  be  pre- 
cipitated, in  Older  that  the  whole  might  be  as  unexceptionable  as 
poilible.  That  he  could  alTure  the  honourable  baronet,  the  in- 
tended bill  difiFered  veiy  much  from  any  of  the  former,  and  that 
as  to  quitting. the  minds  of  the  people,  he  fuppofed  he  meant  the 
pcopleof  the  county  of  Wexford. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  bill  fhould  be  prefented  on  Saturday 
next, 

Mr.  Browne  (of  the  College),  moved  it  to  be  a  claiifeof  in- 
ftruftion  to  the  committee  on  the  bill  for  amending  the  PoHc*f-law, 
that  fuch  police  men  as  take  any  perfon  or  perfons  into  cullody, 
(hall  be  obliged  to  tell  their  names,  if  required,  to  thofe  taken 
into  cuftody,  that  they  may  feek  redrefs  if  illegally  apprehended, 
or  improperly  treated. — Ordered. 

*  The  Houfe  refolved  itftlf  into  a  committer  on  the  petition  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Dublin  againll  the  Police  eftablifh- 
Cient,  Sir  Nicholas  Lawlefs  in  the  chair. 

Sir  Edwajid  Crofton  mentioned  what,  he  faid,  was  a  moll 
glaring  piece  of  remiffnefs,  or  rather  worfe,  that  happened  the 
night  before,  when  a  police  man  abfolutely  refufed  to  give  any 
affiftance  when  called  on,  though  a  robbery  was  perpetrating  con- 
tiguous to  his  ftand,  and  very  diiagreeable  confequences  enfued. 

Connfel  being  called  in,  Mr.Duquery  mentioned  a  moft  wan- 
ton inftance  of  impropriety  of  condud:  in  fome  police  men  appre* 
bending  without  any  warrant  or  authority,  an  elderly  woman,  the 
wife  of  an  Englifhman,  of  the  name  of  Bell,  who  had  lately  come 
over  to  embark  in  a  branch  of  manufadtare  in  this  country,  and 
that  at  a  time  too  when  the  petition  of  the  citizens  was  lying 
before  the  honourable  Houfe. 

The  fon  of  the  woman  was  firfl:  examined,  and  afterwards  her* 
felf,  who  declared  on  oath,  fhe  had  been  confined  twenty-two 
hours  without  any  caufe  whatever  on  her  part. 

The  reverend  Mr.  Saurin  declared  that  on  the  charge  of  a 
drunken  hair-drefler,  who  had  made  fome  noife  in  his  houfe,  but 
to  whom  no  manner  of  injury  had  been  offered,  both  he  and  his 
brother  were  taken  out  of  his  parlour  in  Molefwofth-flreet,  by  a 
party  of  the  police,  who  entered  violently  into  his  houfe,  and, 
along  with  hi?  fervant  and  the  hair  dreffer,  brought  through  the 
open  ftreets  to  the  watch-houfe  ;  that  from  thence  they  were  con- 
veyed to  Alderman  Carleton's,  the  Alderman  of  the  divifion  not 
being  at  home,  and  at  Tiifl  Mr.  Carleton  informed  him  that  it  was 
not  in  his  powt^r  to  rcltafc  h'u^  ;  but  he  requefted  liberty  to  have 
his  fervant  difmifTed  to  carry  a  i"nt2?.ge.  When  going,  he  was 
bid  to  remember  he  was  flill  a  prifoncr.  When  he  waited  on 
Alderman  Exfhaw  the  Monday  following,  that  ma^iftrate  dc- 
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'  clarcd  there  was  no  charge  whatever  againft  him  ;  that  it  was 
only  money  the  fellows  wanted,  and  that  he  would  have  been  war- 
ranted in  (hooting  tjicm. 

The  reverend  Mr.  Gamble  declared  that  he  was  in  company 
with  a  Mr.  Wilkinfon,  a  gentleman  ofpropierty  and  charadler, 
and  they  had  guns  in  their  hands ;  that  they  were  feized,  and 
brought  into  a  watch-honfe,  and  when  he  told  the  ferjeant  that 
he  was  a  curate  of  a  peighbouring  pariih,  he  was  told  by  the  of- 
ficer of  the  night,  that  if  he  was  "  curate  of  hell"  he  would  not 
fuffer  him  to  go  away,  but  that  if  they  left  their  guns,  perhaps 
they  might. 

A  Mr.  Hanlon,  a  Mi».  Cranfield,  a.  Mr.  Killcen,  and  a  Mr.' 
Tate,  were  alfo  examined. 

The  reverend  Mr..  Callage  declared,  that  on  an   evening   of 

pubh'c  illuminations  in  the  city,  the   mob  were   breaking   thte 

vindows  of  his  father's  houfe,  and  behaving  outrageous,  though 

illuminating  ^  that  upon  going  for  affiftance  to  the  watch-houfe, 

^  he  was  informed  by  one  of  the  police  men,  that  the  ferjeant  wsts 

:  afleep,  and  mufl  not  be  awakened  on  any  account. 

The  reverend  Mr.  Miller  declared,  that  he  lived  di^edlly  oppo- 
fite  the  guar d-houfe  in  Mary-ftreet,  and  had  done  fo  for  fevcn 
;  years  pad  ;  and  that  from  his  obfervation,  the  police  of  that  pa- 
rifli  were  the  caufe  of  more  riots  than  the  prevention  of  them,  and 
that  he  thought  the  peace  of  the  parifk  much  better  preferved  in 
the  time  of  the  watch,  than  fince  the  prefent  eftabliihment. — 
Upon  being  interrogated,  he  faid  that  tarring  and  feather- 
ing had  ceafed  lince  the  •police  inftitution  ?  He  faid  that  it  had 
done  fo  for  feme  ihonths  before  the  parochial  watch  had  been  fet 
afide.  When  aflced  about  the  inability  of  the  former  watchmen 
to  prevent  riots  and  fecure  the  lives  and  properties  of  the  citi- 
zens, he  replied,  that  they  had  always  perfons  able  to  afford  a 
fufBcient  protedion  to  the  parifh,  though  he  confeffed,  at  one 
year  of  the  war,  the  youngeft  and  ableft  of  them  were  drafted  out 
for  his  Majefty's  fervice.  He  alfo  mentioned  fome  inftances  of 
negle6i  and  inhumanity. 

The  evidence  then  clofed,  and  Counfellor  Burfton  lummed  up 
the  whole  of  their  charges  in  a  concife  manner.  He  faid  that  the 
citizens  had  fully  proved  their  allegations  in  the  petition,  and  hop- 
ed for  redrefs  from  the  wufdom  of  the  legiflature.  He  mentioned 
the  grievous  burden  of  paying  near  io,oool.  police  tax,  and  as 
the  duty  on  carriages,  &c.  was  formerly  given  to  the  Foundling 
Hofpital,  amounting  ta  above  5000I.  per  annum*  the  tax  for  that 
hofpital  had  been  fince  doubled  on  every  houfe  to  make  good  chat 
ieficiency,  which  is  another  grievance  gr6^ying  out  of  the  former, 
and  notwithftanding  other  incidents,  Government  had  advanced 
them  1 6,oool.  That  a  law  paffed  fome  years  fince  for  eilablifh- 
ing  wardmotes,  &c.  would  be  infinitely  better  to  adopt,  while 
the  prote<£lion  would  be  greater,  and  the  expence  confiderably 
lefg, — ^Thc  counfelthen  withdrew. 
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Mr.  Hartley  obferved  to  the  committee  the  mdnftrous  ex- 
pcncc  incurred  by  the  Poh'ce  cftablifhment,  which  he  flated 
from  the  printed  accouut  of  the  receipts  and  difburfcments  of  the 
commiffioners  of  Poh'ce,  which  he  then  had  in  his  hand,  and  was 
as  follows :  ' 

The  Police  eftabliftimeht  for  cafii  received  from  the  commence- 
ment to  the  25th  of  DecoiTiber,  1787, 

DEBTOR. 

To  deputy  vice-treafurcr  —  — 

To  the  four  divifiona!  magiftrate«  — 

To  certificates  of  houfes  licenfed,  pawnbrokers, 

&c.  &c.  —  —  — 

To  caft  horfcs  —  '—  — 

To  fines  on  conftables  and  watchmpen  — 

To  non-effed:ive  men  —  — 

To  carriages,  &c,  for  licenfes  and  fines,  per 

regifter  ^  —  —  — 

To  ditto  for  rent  pay ^blt  therton,  per>colle£ior 
To  houfe  tax  paid  by  the  feveral  collectors*  3960  fo  10 
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CREDITOR. 

By  paid  feveral  petty  conftables,  watch  confta- 

blcs  arid  watchmen,  to  25th  December  11^7?     i    10 

By  paid  horfes  —  •—     .      846 

By  forage,  (lioeing  and  farriery         —         —         947   14     4I 

By  faddles  and  accoutrements  for  petty  confta- 
bles and  watchmen  —         -    —  433     7     9 

By  watch  coats  and  cloaks  —  —         629.15     5 

By  one  year's  falary  to  fecretary,  ending  29th 

of  September  —  —  —  200  — ^  — 

By  one  y^car's  falary  to  firft  clerk, 

ending  faifie  time                      ;^.  1 20  —  — 
One  quarter  to  ditto,  ending 
25th  of  December  —  30  , 


By    one  yeai*s   falary  to    fecond 

clerk,  ending  29th    September     70 

One  quarter  to  ditto,  ending 
25th  September  —  17   10  — 


150 


<7  10 


By  one  year's  falary  to  third  clerk, 

ending  29th    September  50  —  -— 

One  quarter  to  ditto,  ending 
25th  December  —  12   10  —  ^Z  10 


Carried  over         -f—  13>23I    17     4 
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Brought  over    —        ^54^3t   19    4§ 
By  one  ycpx^s  falary  to  accJoun- 

taiit,  ending  29th  September  ^.106  •—  -'— 
,   Ditto»  4itto»  for  his  clerk         50 


.    ,  .-,.  ' .     150  -•- ■' 

By  fcven  months  and  four  days  falary  to  regiller 
.  of  carriages,  ending  25th  Decenxber        —  54     i     8 

By  one  year's  falary  to  clerks  in 
.  divifional  offices,  ending   29tE 
September  —  £,  j^oo  —  — 

One  quarter  to  ditto,  ending 
25th  Decemb^  —  125  —  — 

-r —  625    —   — 

By  one  yearns  f^ary  to  high  conftable,  end* 

ing  29th  September  •—  —  lOO  — •  -^ 

By  one  year's  falary  to  four  chief 
conftables,  ending  29th  Septem- 
ber —  —        £.  240  —  — i- 

One  quarter  to  dittoy  ending 
25th  December  —  60  —  — . 

— . 300  — ,*^ 

By.  one  year's  falalry  to  meifenger, 
fervants  and  attendants,  ending  - 
^      29th  September  — -  70  — -  — 

One  quarter  to  ditto,  ending  *  ' 

25  th  December         —         ,--— "         17  10 

.'  ,   .    ^             :\  ju'r    ., '•  87    io  — '. 
•By  one  year*^  rent  of  divifxotial  officer,  ending 

29th  September.               —                —  440  — -  — . 
-By  one  year's  rtnt  of  police  houfe,  ending  29th 

'     Sep^mbcr           ^»—            —  .           —  200  —  ^i— . 
'^y  Ofie*7[ear^8  rent  of  watch-houfes  and  ftables, 

ending  29th  September            <*-*    .        — ^.  75  16  -— 

By  eoadd  paridi  for  to  the  25th  December       •—  632  13  i6| 

•By  candlev  paid  for  to  the  29th  Septemlber  25 1     9    4^ 
By  tradefmttns'  bills  paid,  buildkg  offices,  fta- 

*^    bles,  filtiiigvup  watch-houfe^&JcJ  &c.  &c«  1658  19     9^ 

By  fecret  fervice  paid,  gratuities,  and  rewards  84     2     3 
By  ftationer  paid  him  for  printing  the  Hue  and 

*    Cry,  ftationary,  &c.  &c.  8cC.  &c'.       '    -^  1797  11     5 

'By  newfpapci^s  paid  for  advertifing  ^          — i^  ^53     *     ^* 
By  houfe  of  cof  reAion  paid  for  one  year's  rent, 

-    ending                —            — .  .         — ^  70  -«-  — • 

Carried  OYcr         ~  21^812     6    $ 
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Brought  Qvcr         — 
•By  ditto  pafd  Jofcph  Wall  for  frmdty  n^ccfiaric^ 

for  faid  houfe  —  ^-^ 

By  fines  paid  tor  pdtice-houife,*  <bid  watch-^od^ 

in  Mccklenburgh-ftreet  — 

By  iffcidentB  paid  ^^— 

By  fiyrure^  for  hackney- cafHagcs,'  &c»>&c 
I5y  dntQi|kid  to  Lying-in-hof|ntal 
By  cafh  advanced  to  Surgeon  Ardirr 


2i,8ia    6   5 


59'   '8    ji 


Balance  — 


.-; L,-— 

■*  r    ■   t        >  !!<■ 

Mr.  Hartley  faid  that  in^*sacedtftttih<fUant9to»;tWc<mi- 
mii&oners,  and  other  charges,  -  were  ^Mxiit^^WUdii^mdafilwd  te 
near  3000I. 

He  then  moved  the  folIowing^t«fi»tdttdn  : 

**  Refolved,  that  it-ap^ears  to^this  comnrill««4lnt.  tlic^«(U- 
bfffhment'of  the  police,  in  it»  protection  of  the  inhabitants  of  thi» 
city,  is  infttfficienti  but  its  chirg«-'on>*lheJ|^yki  ll'd^ls^Ctt^tkos-' 


Mr.  Marcus  Beresford  wcniuhroyutgbsi  4ctafliQC;lIiQ^«^rget 
that  had  been  adduced' by  the- evidence,  andsJsid-JtllAjae'fiiiPipf  no 
neeeffityibr  mentioning  what-  had  recently  paiFed,  as  every  gen- 
tleman mud  be  perficdt^  jnqiunnied.mth;it.  :iA%  dt^rMr^M^^f^ 
he'faxd,^'«4ien  clofely  prefled  upon  a  partmki^jiSrertjit^j^it  he 
could  not  clear  it  tip;  ^«Befbret>'dieipQlke^ltfa£L'inhdbi«i^^ 
obHged  td<^rm  afTocMtfons  for  patroHng  th«  ftreecsywUiie^i^lloir 
no  longer  necelTary  ';i  ^diidilies katm^ifekir  -  metDbenrr  •fiftb^ty lio^ 
tiHbeHt)bb^d  in  one^^eck,  no-ene  inftaiic^  of j^hfblfdi^  §«MlHfipce . 
jcn0v(ftiit6<ttcur.  *  As  tifmiaOauaticSf  tt{!B«Qyd)C»nliipmm9l2ft»%^ 
tit  ct  el#dk)neering,  iffiA'a^deiH'eiaf  ^hoiKiHngti|!^j|){iUi^«l9i^ 
The  prefent  eflaUilimeiit<WH»oi^aa!hQbb(ip«ladey^M^il»mirt^ 
:c>f  th^  Wt^b/  as  they>nvoft  be>Teady  jifigM^sn^'d^^jt^cl^^  <^ 
p^rtifclaroccafions  lOf*ff)^pbrt:a£dhBikiiigdbm'..   '  -A  ^^ 

7  MmStriwart  faid  that  Xha  .f^mS^W^I^Tn^im^r^iB^^^ 
opinion,  ^h  inadequate  znd.i^f^^pvfiffpf^^  -  ^^ 
evidence,  ii  did  n^ibiWk^-WHnr  iji  l;^^  fon^V:¥«^ikK5>^ 
didtlwrhp^ourable  geotleman^  but  on  the»£pntrary,  iiv^ef^^. 
■favowrablg  maimer* 

Mr.  Forbes  paid  a  juft  tribute  of  merit  and  rcfpeft  to  Mr. 
Miller's  chara^teri  whom  he  Md  long^  known» 
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Mr.  CRiFFitH  faid  that  the  right  honouraMc  Secretary,  who' 
hii  latcfy-l«)nie  over  frirni  k\^  fcgiilated  city,  'mdlt.iuppoie 
*i^M£titotkthct^str^f^,hrt)t3^^  evidence  is 

;h»i  ap^af^d,  to^bejtiGon^iitinopiey  and  <  that  Janizaries  let 
'fobft  ow  th^  populace  ^fhvc  oktr  only  dtffendeft/.  He  then  ^dvert^ 
tci4<tift*i1fei9S«ni  irhatiha({)pened  finoBtEelaft^meetinff  ofFarliamerit 
in' the  c^ttrt^  fevdfedagaioft  another  member  and  himfelf,  whidi 
wafrnot^ihftjrtiding^bigBy  honourable  to  thcitifelves,  and  ignb- 
inimous  toihe  advifer^.'      '  '       -       '  .    \    -''" 

Mr,  Warcus  BEREsraRD  declared. he  was  one  of  the  advJfeft 
rftbatm^ure, ,  and  was  waiiog  to  »Wde  thecorfeqiieaoe^  :•     , 

♦     Mr.  HAfLTt^y  (ajdifhe  wasonly  indiilgeci  fortliree  days,  lie 
.i^^d;ietigt>ge.;tp  )bnng,fbi;w^d  ajplan  fw  |h.e  prot^dfcui^of  flje  ' 
::«ity:of,j:)u^lm,  .^%l^yrp^ld  npt^jopljl?^  ^ig%  J>erteficial  to't.he 
Mi^n8r9f:  thia,jn^t|soppJ(i8^  but  >yould  ^(9,  he.  trj^i[l€d,  m^ct^^he 
Ji|>rpbattop  of  P4XK^n?<?Bt-    '       .:  .     /       .  ,      .       .    .  * 

Mr,  Mas,0ii  .fi^portcd  tl^e  neceffity  6f  the'pofice  eftabllflimenf, 

tfjdf^Jbil^.^fl^  j\yjth  a  Jet'  of,  njffians,  and  ,wlWn  peaceahle'cUiz^^^^^ 
^i«ere,dra^^.pikt  of  ^^h^eir  .Hpiifes  ip  tjtie;  m  day^>}i5i 

tarr^d.^Oj^athered ;  .^nd he  ^fl^eci  Have  any' inftahces  dfthfe'Sinci 
'  ^hAupefKiftfiQc  theinft'rtutioiifof  the  'policie  i     *         *      "'      "    . ' 

*  ^r.  B^fcE.5Fai^i^  fa«i  ^that  the  (^oqvmjttee^,  by  pafling  the  refo- 
^  Ji^i9C^j^o^d..bc  r«^j^<S;tQ^  expartg 

cfidence,  to  condemn  the  police,  wto  Tiaii   n!bt'  Ti^e^^'heaM  m 
their  defence.  -^'    i:i 

-'  .^r^'PoR^^s^fejd  that  the  account  of^  the  expences  of  the' 
..Jftlic^.£ft4]iU{hif)p.t,^^ppeared^io  apQupt  £prpne,yc^r  and  a  ouar- 

ttp,.^p.ii^a.,<j^f  i^jipoj.  ejclyfm  of  the  charge 'of  lalkrikta 
^  ^pj^erved;,  .js^asJ^^^^^^  w^tch  fwelled 

^M^  ?^^nBfe.^eed^ng/5.,6od^  .  ]^e  ^flce'd 

^^tfec^ii^.^j^.^iftpber  in,thatcpmrn;tte^' Who  would  deny ^that 
J^pi,  lh€^Jji^^Qn^,f^^^^^  the^cW^e  on  '^he  pubrlic  was  eiibr- 
jaxvax%y''^r'-iw  i\m9.  and  no  anfwcf  beingjinade, 

;lic\foidjit  w^s.  noiw^ckW  .that  np  perfojq  coii^^^  Ke  hafdy  eno\igh  to 
.j^fe.  in  its^(4ef^qe*  ;  .In  ai)fwer  to'the  otijt;^^^^  pif  a  right  hoiipu. 
ral^  naember,  tbat.the  f:ornn>itt^q,' by  vottng  t^e  relbjution  pro- 
^>p&d,  .:^oy4^  tp  'M^$^  t^  ^^^  J^Mtation  otproc  on  'ex 

jiofte  p^i^fpc^,  tpr  .con^^nn  the  Qfficcrs'ofjpplice,  who  h^d  ijevdr 

.jf;crcto  fy£  mde,SipxM^ihQmy  hc,faid  l^ipy  could  not  .cpnfi^^^^ 
►fty^4*o«-  ^'V5JcU';^o^nded  ;  there,  ha^'lieen  ah  prder  m^de^th^it^c 
peUtipucr*.  agai^rjtl^^'  ?d}i<;c-A<^  Simd ,% 'M«^d,l>y  ^(^r  pojifel. 
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and  have  liberty  to  fubftantiate.  the  allegatioo  of  their  pedtioil, 
.  by  evidenee  of  the  nature  and  tendency  of  all  thofe  aHcgationv; 
the  officers  of  the  police^  in  common  with  all  theother  citizens  of 
Dublin^  were  perie6Uy  informed ;  therefore,  no  ol^e6bioii  coutd 
be  fupported  on  the  ground  of  want  of  notice;  but  he  fiud  that 
.  the  officers  of  the  poHce  had  not  offered  to  produce  any  evidence  , 
in  their. e3s.eulpatioa ;  he  could  anfwer  for  the  honourable  member 
[Mr.  Hartley]  who  made  the  motion,  that  he  would  confent  to 
withdraw  it,  and  that  the  committee  fhould  be  adjouitned  in  order 
to  aifFord  the  rangiftrates  atid  officers  of  the  police  an  opportunity 
of  examining  witneifes  to  rebut  the  evidence  which  they  may  con- 
fider  as  aifeding  their  charafter  and  condu£^.     If  this  offer  was 
not  accepted,  he  hoped,  that  the  argument  of  proceeding  «: /or* 
would  not  again  be  reforted  to.     In  anfwer  to  the  obje&on /thiit 
the  evidence  produced  at  the  bar  did  not  warrant  that  part  of  the 
,    motion,  <*  that  the  police  eftablifhment,  as  a  proteftion  of  die 
inhabitants,  has  been  infufficient,"  as  the  evidence  only  proved, 
that  the .  inhabitants  rhad  been  ill-treated  by  the  officers  of  the 
police  ;  he  faid  the  arguments  were  ihe  m'dft  lingular  he  had  ever 
heard — the  police  eftablifhrnent  was  formed  for  the  protedion  of 
the  inhabitant8---it  had  been  proved,  that  inffead  of  protedifig 
'  them^  the'  j^dlige  officers  had  violated  their  liberty,  perfons,  ttftl 
propertitfs — s^tid  could  any  perfori  ferioufly  deny,  that  this  efta- 
blifhment, as  a  protediibn  of  the  inhabitatits,  has  been  infyfficient  I 

Mr.'BtJRGH  (Accountant-gefteral)  faid,  in  order  to  get  ridqf 
the  bufmefs,  he  would  move  that  the  ehairmaiy  do  now  Itt^  tht 
'chair, 

-  Mr.  GrattAn.-^I  cannot  paf».  ovcf  the  police  of  Dublioy 

'without  anitoadverfion.     Whether  the  old  watch,  or  the  modem 

police,  are  moft  infufiScient  to  every  purpofe  of  proteding  the 

'lives  arid  {properties  of  the  citizens — ^which-  b(^dy  moft  departed 

'from  theobjeift  of  its  inflitution,  and  moft  ettfinentiy fkiled in  dip 

execution  of  juftict,  I  cannot  prefume  to  "det6rminie — ^it  is  tha^ 

dull  and  uielefs  conteil  and  emulation,  of  wottideffiiefb  amd  iofof- 

"ficiency,  which  I'  mu'ft  cbnfign  to  men  more  experienced  in  the 

'  oppreffion  of  the  city  than  inyfelf.     I  perceive  from  the  evidence 

before  you,,  that  robberies  are  as  common  as  ever — ^that  midnight 

outrages,*  &c.  &c.  are  on  the  fame  footing,  as  under  the  dominion 

'bF'the  old  w^tch.     I  perceive  that  tlie  diforders  of  your  city  arc, 

'in  asperfeft  and  uninterrupted  vigour,  as  at  any  former  period.  ' 

'     T  recolledl,  that  upon  the   firft  appointment  of  the  poKcc 

*iri.  1786,  that  there  was  within  a  Certain  diftrift  a  fpfpeqce  im- 

pofed  on  outrage  and  robbery-^but  both  fbott  returned.     There 

is  npfecurity,  no  regulation  under  the  prefent  police,  which  ypu 

'idid^not  experience  before,  when  the  city  was  left  entirely  unpro- 

tefted ;  aiid  if  I  were  to  jfadgt  from  the  evidence  Jbeforc  you,  I 

Ihould  fay,  that  neglect  was  a  principle  of  office. 
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I  find  froip  that  evidence,  that  fomc  of  the  prcfent  dmfional 
magiftrates,  do  bufinefs  only  at    certain   times,   that  is  before 
dinner:  That,  after  that  hour,  the  citizen,  who  is  fo  importu- 
nate and  unfeafpnable  as  to  call  on  a  divifional  juftiice   about  the 
bufinefs  of  his  office,  is  fure  to  be  dem'ed, '  or  perhaps  infiilted. 
This  was  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Hone,  who  was  robbed,  with  the  con- 
nivance, as  he  thought,  of  the  police,  and  who  was  rafh  enough 
to  call  upon  an  alderman  at  an  unfeafonablcliour  ;  the  moment  of 
relaxation,  when  magiftracy  is  difpofed  to  deb'ght   itfelf  with 
fomething  more  amufing  than  the  bufinefs  of  juftlce  ;  in  one  of 
thefe  moments,  Mr.  Hone,  who  was  robbed,  called  on   one  of 
the  divifional  jufticcs  ;  the  fervant  defires  the  importunate  citizen 
to  go  to  the  Devil ;  the  citizen  not  choofing  to  follow  his  advice, 
and  expoftulating  a  little  o'n   the  fubje£l  about  which  became, 
faw,  as  the  door  opened,  the  divifional  juftlce  who  had  been  de-- 
nied  ;  but  the  citizen,  v^^ho  had  been  robbed,  miftook  his  time  for 
calling  on  a  divifional  jutlice,  he  called  in  the  evening,  wherf  vir-  . 
tue  rela^^es  itfelf  and  does  not  relilh  interruption  from  complaint 
lof  robbery,  andfubjedsof  that  nature  ; — this  is  one  of  the  ma- 
»y  inftances  which  have  appeared  before  this  coihmittee,  pf  the 
negleft  and  fupinenefs  of'  the  divifional  juftices,  who  are  paid  by 
the  public  for  their  extraordinary  aftivity.     From  the  many  in- 
ilances  which  appear  in  evidence,  ftom  whatwe  know  ourfelves, 
on  a  comparifon  b^wcen  the  old  watch  and  the  mo4^rn  police, 
vhich  has  proved  moft  uCelefs  for  every  pyrpofe  of  defence,  I 
think   is  a  doubtful  conteft— but,  on  a  comparifon,  which  has 
been  moft  mifchievous,  which  has  moft  infulted  the  perCons,  vio? 
lated  the  property,  and  encroached  on  the  liberty  of  the  citizens 
— ^the  modern  police,  furely,  carries  the  viAory.     It  appeared 
from  the  witnei&s  examined,  that  it  was  the  common  praftice  pf 
the  police  to  infult  and  abufe  the  citizens — to  put  them  into  the 
watch-houfe,  without  any  pretence  whatever,  and  to  detain  them 
there  the  whole  night,  and  th^n  difmifs  them,  becaufe  they  had 
no  colour  or  pretence,  whatever,  to  have  confined  them  for  a  mo- 
ment ;  it  appeared  that  the  citizens  had  been  in  the  courfe  of 
faffering  thefe  infults  from  a  body  of  men,  who  had  been  ftated, 
in  debate,  to  be  the  refufe  of  the  community,  and  who  were 
taken  from  the  road  to  be  the  guard  of  the  city ;  it  had  appeared 
that  the  infolence  of  the  police  was  qnly  equalled  by  the  negli- 
gence of  fome  of  the  juftices ;  one  of  them  was  charged  with 
having  refufed  to  difchaVge,  or  bail|  a  boy,  the  nephew  of  a  rcr 
{pe£table  citizen,  who  was  committed  for  throwing  a  ftone,  and 
tne  reafon  given  by  the  magiftratc  for  refufing  bail,  was,  that 
f uch  an  offience  was  felony  without  the  benefit  of  clergy.     If  fuch 
things  happened  in  the  city  of  London,  the  fuffSefer  would  have 
made  the  magiftracy  tremble,  and  if  the   magiftracy  had  taket 
{heltef  under  the  Court,  the  injured  citizen  Wodd  have  fhaken  th* 
State — ^but  in  Ireland  we  have  the  Britifti  conftitution,  but  we 
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have  not  Its  pfiaxims,  and,  we  want  fpirit  to  reftrain  tW  lafolence 
of  office,  .   .  ,  ; 

I  need  iw>t  go  at  large  into  partic^ars,  which'  prove  ajbua-^ 
dandy  the  infolence.and  outjrage^of  thp  police  guard,  and  the 
great  and  criminal  relu^ance  of  the  divilioiial  jullLces  to  punifli 
them  as  tjhey  dt{ei\ve.  When  a  right  ho;>.  gentleman  racntioned| 
that  on  hi.s  application  ag<^.nft  fome  of  the  pplice,  one  pi  the  jut* 
tjccs  immediately  took  the  moil  a6Hve  meafures,  I  cannot  avoids 
and  with  fome  concern,  comparing  the  different  cftcGt  of  ap]^;p; 
cation  coming  from  a  poor  citizea  a^od  a  pght  bon.xiiemfaer,  ani. 
when  I  jCi^e  the  fupinencfsi  in  liftening  to  ihe  one,  and  the  courtly 
promptitude  in  attending  to  the  other,  I  condemn  and  hate  that 
partial  diftribution  of  juftice  which  pays  refpe^  to  rank,  anddoe* 
not  pay  equal  refped  to  injury.  ;    ; 

On  this  pavt  of  the  fubje^^  without  going  further  into  what  is 
known  and  felt,  andxonlining  debate  naerely  to  the  eyidence,  L 
aija  fupported  in  f^i^Jg,  that  the  modern  pplice,  thpugh  no||; 
.  perhaps,  nvore  ufeleft,  are  fpuch  more  mifchievous  thai)  the  old 
watch  ;  have  committed  inprc  outrages,  iufultcd  more  citizens, 
and  trelpafled  moi;eon  tjie  liberty  of  thcfubjed.-^B*ut'when  jovl 
compare  the  expenceof  the  twp  eft^bliihments,  when  you  find, 
as  appears  from  the  account,  that  the  police  in  a  year  find  qaar7 
ter  has.coft  23,000!.  bi^fides.abdUf  ^oool.  fi:^  faIarie«oot  Cet  forth 
in  the  accouftt,  but  exifting.notwichftaiiding,  then  indeed  it  mnft 
occur  to  every  ma^,'  that  the  old  wat^h,  though  no  defence,  was 
not  fo  great,  a  nuifanc^rrT-ttc  citizens'  wcrq  robbed  on  <heaj%er 
terms  than  the  inhabitants  and  the  public  wow  pay  enormoufly  for 
dragooning  the  city*  Yoti  have  heard  a  melanttholy  detail  of 'ci- 
tizens infulled,  woroen'^mprifopied,  aud  a  tpt^l  conteinpt  oi  law 
by  the  ojBcers  of  juftice,      '/  ^   •       > 

You  have  heard  the  chargee  which  thofe  officers  ofjufticcBarc 
made  for  the  fen  ice  they  have  rendeVedri-23,oo<i*  or  rather 
25^000!.  in  a  year  atid  half  ;  of  \Yhich  i  l,obpl.  jire  for  the  pplice 
men  on  the  guard,  .^nd  the  remainder  francs  and  incidental 
charge^,  wiiich  contribute  to  the  hotirs  of  pleafurty  when  s(  ma- 
giftrate  is  not  to  bedillurbed  by  the  inipottunity  of  jnftice*  Con- 
ceive thi^  cijty  paying'  fuch  a  film  as  appears  from  yoiSr  paper,  ao^. 
receiving  fuch  treatment  a«  appears Ifrom  the  evidence;  '■ 

_"  A  right  hon.  gentleman  $as  fawi,  that  the  evidence*^  v^«  «nlf 
€pcfart£  ;'  'tis  true,  and  if  tiie  tefolution  went  for  the  profecution 
of  that  juftice  who  refufed  to  dii<pbarge  a  boy  on  feil,  6n  (up- 
pofition,  that  throwing  a  ftone.  wds  felopjr,  without  benefit  of 
clergy,  I  certainly  for  one,  (hould  have  wi/hed  to  hay.e  heard  the 
,  alderman  c:;cplaxn  that  matter,  Bvt  whet^.thejmotipn  beforriyow  i* 
qpt  perfonal,  and  only  goes  to  condemn  the  police--tand-wheH 
a  prqpofa)  lias  been  niade  by  one  of  the  re'prcfefitatiVes  of  the 
city,  to  pollpone  the  qiXellion  nAtil  the  divifion^  juftices  'fha)l  bc 
heard,  and  that  propofal  declined — ^will  any  man  call  this  exparU 
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ticular  grievances  of  abufe  rondemaaii'elbblilhmcriitgenerglly*-^ 
there  is  fomfthing of  logip  in  his  i^ea,  but  nolhiog.  of  politics; 
How  could  the  city  prove  the  infufRciency  of  the  pplicc  in  gene- 
ral, but  by,  producinjg  particular  inftances  of  citizens  negle<5ted 
abd-oiitrag^  ?' but  the  member  forgets,  that  it  is  not  merel^^th© 
cvid^Ce  ci  a5  Wrarty  as  yoit  vjrpuld  liften  to,  but  it  is  the  petittioh 
of  7000,  who  all  proteft  againfl  the  police,  as.  a  meafure  prpdi- 

gl  and  opprelfiVe,  and  jvove  their  general  aJIegatlbn  by  particu- 
•  inftances  of  outrage  on  oath  ;.  hut  thefe  inftances  do  not  prove 
fo  little  as  that  the  citizens  are  negle£led — no,  they  prove,  tbat 
they'  are  abufed  by  their  guard — they  convi£t  the  police  6f  com- 
fBiuingthofe  outrages  which  they  are  enormoofly  pafd  to  present 
or'puqifh.  '  , 

When  firft  this  eftablifliment  was  propofed,,  in  the  fhape  of  a 
bill,  I  oppofed  it— I  foretold,  at  that  time,  that  the  polioe-men 
would  be  bad  foldiers  and  bad  citizens — I  did  not,  but  might 
have  added,  that  they  would  be  bad  watchmen — I  added,  tha^ 
the' bill,  inadequate,  I  apprehended,  to  cftablifh  the  peace  of  the 
city,  would  totally  deftroythc  freedom  of  the  corporation  ;  that, 
infaid,  the  Court  waa  taking,  into  its  own  hands,  the  reg^ula- 
tion  of  the  clty^  for  you  can  confider  the  magiftrates  of  the  pe- 
hce^  in  no  other  light  thap  the  fervants  of  the  Crown,  and  the 
policy  as  a  regulation  under  the  Court,  iiiftead  of  what  before 
took  placcy  a  regulation  under  the  Corporation — What  has  been 
the  effe^  of  this  change  ? — you  have  lilcnced  the  Corporation, 
you  have  feoured  the  minifter's  peace  in  the  city,  biit  you  have 
Bot  fecured  the  peace  of  the  city  itfelf — the  bill  has  not  been  in- 
adequate to  all  its  objects,  it  has  deftroyed  the  independence  of 
t4)d  Cortx>ratioB^--*it  bas*  done  fo  by  an  i^nmenfe  patronage;  I 
t-^efoFc^originaBy,  obj^ed  to  this  UlU  formed  to  f^ci^re  the 
3»uijaj)9r.  ^  VQ^  po^  Uvesi  and  to  extinguifti  in  the  city,,  not  rob- 

ThftI  ^  bi&  coll jd  be  &9med  in  ^.  .few  diys,  ^s  the  repre&nta- 
life  of  the  cfity  has  mentioned^  free  from  the  objeftions  49d 
jeyp^ee  of  the.  prefent  police,  is  indubitable.  There  is  nothing 
•  iA.llie  wfiy  iQtf.  fuch  a  me0fuFei  except  a  defire.to  preferve  the  pa- 
SiSffmws^  .wkkh  proieSs  the  prefent  bill,  and  alfo  protects  the  fca^* 
JflJiHi^  abufe  of /authority^  which  have  taken  place  under  this  bijly 
m4  tiD.whi^h  a  niuaber  of  refpedable  witneiTea  have  borne  tdli- 
si^iif,  9^d  one  of  .them^  an  old  friend  and  Ichool-fellow,  who  has 
beeb  aUt^ded  to  in  thi»  debate,  and  without  reafon-^Ililr.  Miller, 
fk  Ichoi«r#  9  faa&  of  zeal  in  the  public  caufe«  and  ^  dergyinan  of 
y9mtb$  aglubMt  wiboca  nothing  can  be  advaoced,  except  th^t,  with 
ift  his  diligence,,  be  ku  gotten^  as  yet»  no  adequate  proyifioo  in 
tbie  i:hur€h% 
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On  the  queftion  beiDg  p^it  tliait  the  chaiiinan  do  itow^  le^yeth^ 
chair,  the  committee  divided. 

Ayes,  -r-  —  JOO 

Noes,  --      .  •-  41 

The  petition  froii}  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Dublin  pay? 
ing  taxes,  relative  to  the  police,  of  pourfe  feH  to  the  ground. 

Sir  Francis  Hutchinson  moved,  that  the  particulars  of  the 
pharg.es  made  by  the  commiflioners  of  police,  for  hue  and  cry, 
and  ftationary,  &c.  &c.  and  for  incidents,  be  laid  before  the 
Jioufe, 

Mr.  Secretary  Fitzher^erV  faid  he  thought  the  motion  ought 
to  be  complied  vyitb.  '      . 

The  mot^ion  paffed  unanimoufly, 

Mr.  CpRRY  report ea from  the  committee  to  whom  it  was  r&. 
.ferred  to  take  into  confideration  the  bill  for  reducing  the  intereft 
of  money  to  five  per  cent. 

Sir  John  Blaquikre  faid  the  bill  was  now  going  up  tp  the 
Lords,  from  whence  he  trufted  it  wotlH  ne^er  return.  He  faid 
that  though  Government^  much  to  their  hotidur,  left  it  to  the 
free  dilcuffion  of  the  country,  without  any  interference  on  their 
part,  yet  violence  had  been  ufed — a  gentleman  had  been  forced 
to  vote  in  that  bufinefs  contrary  to  his  opinion^ — [The  Jioufc 
called  to  name  hlmj^He  faid  he  did  not  tKink  this  neceflary, 
and  therefore  defired  to  be  excufcd.  ./ 

Sir  Lucius  O'Brien  declared  that. he  thought  the  right 
honourable  baronet,  extremely  out  of  order.  -  ,He  had  mentioned 
a  circumiiance  to  give  ^yeight  t6  his  argument,  and  when  caHed 
upon  by  the  Houfe  to  prove  it,  had  declined  giving  that  fatisfae- 
tion  which  the  Houfe  had  a  right  to  expcft :  However,  he  would 
'  allow  no  weight  to  that  circiimftance,  unlcfs  the  Houfe  'Was 
fatisfied  upon  it.     The  right  Honourable  baronet  was '  alfo  ex- 

•  trepnely  out  of  brder  in  faying,  that  he  hoped^  anj  bill  wodild 

•  never  return  from  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament,  but  more  efpc- 
cially  a  bill  which  related  at  sill  to  motiey*  '  £>id  the  right  honour- 

•  able  baronet  fuppofe,  that  fuch  a  threat  would  "pf event  the  Com- 
mons from  proceeding  in  the  i?ieafure  ?^— or  dfd  be  not  know  that 
they  wiere  the  peculiar  guardians  of  the*  moi^ey  of  the  people,  iq 
which  no  other  branch  of  the  legldature  could  interfere  ?—*But 
it  was  manifeft  that  the  right  honourable  baronet  did  not  under- 
Aand  the  fitUat;ion  of  this  cpihitry  as  well  as  thofe  gentlemen  who 
promoted  the  bill^  it  was  impol&ble  he  ihould ;  he  was  too  new 
a  man  in  the  country ;  he  was  too  new  a  man  to  contend  in  s 
knowledge  of  the  interefts  of  Iretoad,  with  them  whofe  anceilori 
yrcre  coeval  with  the  foil— Fei  my  own  part,  faid  he,  two  and 
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twenty  years  ago  I  brought  ui,.  a  bilficnilar  to  the  pr^t&nt^  to 
which  I  had  not  the  fetiswaJon  to  fucceed ;  frbni  that  time  to 
the  prcfent  day  I  have  Aiidicd  the  fubjed-r-.I  had  prepared  myfdif 
t^  fpeak  on  it  in  the  connmlttee;  yet,  though  I  think  it  the 
ftrongeft  and  the  beft  mcafure'  that  ever  w^s  undertaken  for  the 
'  benefit  of  this  country,  I  had  not  the  prefumption  to  attempt 
nfing  to  offer  any  thing  to  the  irrefiftible  and  unanfw/srable  srga- 
Qsentfi  of  the  gentleman  I  now  addrefs  [the  Speaker.^ 

The  queftion  was  thep  put,  that  the  repott  be  now  received, 
and  was  carried  withotit  a'divifion* 


Tuesday,  February  25,  1788. 

A  petition  of  Thomas,  Patrick  and  Andrew  O'Reilly,  of  £hc 
^«dty  of  Dublin,  was  prefcnted  to  the  Houfc  and  read ;'  fetting 
■fcrth,  that  the  petitioners  haye  expended  a  confiderable  fujn  of 
^oney  ,in  ereAing  buildings  and  machinery  for  fmelting  iron  on\ 
irith  coak,  and  alfo  forges  and  refiineries  for  rendering  the  metal 
malleable,.  an4  finilhing  it  fuitable  to  its  various  ufes,  the  whole 
operation  to  be  perfornied  with  pit  coal ;  that  petitioners  under- 
taking  is  the  firft  of  the  l^ind  ^hat  has  ever  been  introduced  into 
this  kingdom,  and  has  therefore  been  profecuted  at  a  very  extra- 
ordinary cxpence,  and  when  completed  and  extended  will  be  a 
Jtcat  national  faving,  being  eftablifhcd  in  the  vicinity  of  the  in- 
fehauftible  iron  and  coal  mines  in  tlie  coiinty  of  Leitrim  j  and 
tiierefore  praying  encouragement. 

Several  bills  were  read  a  fecond  time,  and  then  the  Houfc 
Wjouro«d, . 

WEi^NES^Ay,  Fbbruary  27,  1788, 

A  petition  of  John  M*KcnIey,  gaoler  of  the  county  of  Dublin, 
was  presented  to  the  Houfe  a»d  read ;  fetting  forth,  that  by  z 
.late  ad  of  Parliament,  the  county  of  IJublin  Road-a(^,  the 
rgwnd  juries  qt  faid  cpUnty  are  reftrained  from  allowing  a  larger 
ialaryto  the  gaoler  tiian  25I.  a  year,  though  the  grand  juries  of 
Cvcty  other  county  in  the  kingdom  are  left  at  liberty  to  allow  fuch 
^ries  to  their  refpe&'ve  gaolers  as  they  may  think  proper,  by 
Gaol-ady  1 784 ;  that  it  i^  an  evident  matter  of  fa6l,  the  gaoler 
of  faid  county  has  a  greater  truil  repofed  in  him^  and  has  infi- 
nitely more  trouble  and  expence  attending  the  proper  execution 
^f  his  duty,  ^nd  is  obliged  to  givf  hrgtr  fecUf^ity  to  the  feveral 
iheriffs  of  faid  county  than  any  other  gapler  in  Ireland,  and  from 
[  the  great  niimbei^  of  prifoai^rs  conflantly  19  his  chat^e,  he  ia 
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lo^vcry  inadequate' to  th Jf' cs^jjirlfdir  aiWP  ti^dbK  jfttfefi 
ol&c ;  and  th*eref«Tcy/aying  fdfdF. ' 

Sir  Lucius  O'Bixis'moriitfbr'Usl^i  tb^  HAifg  W  a  M^f0 
fbe  better  afiertatHhig  the  tiibe'  of  JfaH  euHt  h^p: .  l4*  fiti^'  \A 
hiut  twice  broygbt  in  fimil^r  billa,*  which  had .  m/fcanied  in  ano- 
ther place ;  it  was  thought' impi^gper  for  the  Commpns  tol^  t6cir 
iacrllegious  hands  upon  any  thing  claimecl  by  the  clergy,  and 
therefore  the  bills  had  fallen**. .  Jtljc  J)aped»  bowcxcr^  that  that 
firidnefs  did  not  now  exift,  and  as  the  bill  would  certainly  prove 
beneficial  to  the  clergy,  a&  weB  as  to  t^e  .laity »  fe'had  ftrong  ex< 
pe^lations  of  feeing  it  pafs. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  ttie  bilL 

Sir  Henry  CAVEyDis'ii  fald'thfe^atttcttiai  n^bohiffAipjidttJ 
td  tlic  bill  for  reducing  intereft  wer^  rlow  cafic^' il jJ<Jii  forlibdWf 
Bin,  which  v^ould  greatlv  ti-tid^  to*  ptdtftote'  the  godd-  effeW  i 
the  firft— riameiy,  for  a  bfU  to  dforct*  thd  iJiiHftiM^paipcitht* 
inl^creft  on  private  Wns ;  he  tlittrfor^  itjo^fctr  ftir^lilSv'tf  t<V  biH^ft 

d  Silt  to  enforce  the  pajmehi  of  tfiXeV^  ok  j^v'Ote  b'otit.^ -Ittft^ 

wafi  given 

^.TJie  Ho^fe  rejrolyc4..itfpif  jqto  a  comnaittee  of  tic.  whok 
iSWej  on  tTic  bill  for  gran^tingbpunfics  to  certain  raani^urA 
Mr.  Mafon  in  the  chair.  When  a  (^aufe  was  read  conUnuiag  tM 
former  truftces^ 

Mr.  Browne  (of  the  ColWe)  faid  he  could  fee  narctfe* 
departing  f»om  the  former  praaice,  which  was,  to  ballot  for  tl* 
truilecs  every  feffion.  ltd  ms  W^ft  C()iiviffdeiJ'dntt  t^  ferae  gOH 
tlemen  who  had  hitherto  aded  fo  much  to  the  general  fatisfadioo 
wouW  be  again  chofcn  ;  brit  a/s  Ke  i^iftfed  to  preferve  the  form  of 
ckdioor  he  would  propofe  that  they  (h^uld  be  balloted  for. 

,  Mr.  Maso>}  eijJkined  the  ortiS,  ^Thich  hef  fa^fl  _ 
ihember  ^flilted  tile  para^rdph  jrtft  f^ktl,  thrf  fee  fhfti^ 
ffiivh  upbn  it,  ^ndlf  It  ^k's  ffej>Het  lie  h^gtit^fh^ 
Fallot.   .  .  '       '^ 

;  the  cjtieftion  wi^  fhdh  plit  ti]>db  tW  fkH^A^;  HA  ifKc  <!(# 
f^ittce  having  divided;  tKer e  ilppcdt*ec!>  • 

Ayes,  _  u_  3j 

Noes,  ~   .  J—         .25 

The  Howfe  r^iWvtd  ifttb^*  d^rf^lni't^  of  ife  wWle  Hiw^ 
ttpoh  the  bill'  for  r^a1at%  ^lf«rnfcr*  fe^§,  Sih  Hujh  liiH  *«  tte 
ihair.     When  the  ^rl\  jHragt^pH  ^tm  rfciilV  • 
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.  Mr,  p^liFfimf  xjcprobatccl  the  biD,  a»  being!  utterly  jjepugnant 
to  the  principles  of  our  conftitution  ;  which,  he  faid,  abjiors.  tli^^ 
idea  of  grantloff  a  difcretio»ary  power  to  judges,  or  any  other 
peHoflSi'-tor  mificV-^ttnifttoien^  «pon  ihe  iwio<5eiit*.  IP  tliiC -ckrkt 
of  the  crown,  gaolers,  &c,  could  only  be  m«nt«ined  by  an  ilnjdii. 
imposition  of.  £ces  upon  pcpple  acquiui^d  by  their  country,  better 
they  were  not  maintained  at  all ;  but^li^  was  A^'ell  cpuvinced  (bme 
method  more  ronfonant  to  juftke,  and  tlie  priiiciples  of  the  con- 
Aitution,  than  that>.pi'Ofia£Bd.Jbiy.  tbe  biU».  might jeafily  be  devifed ; 
and  therefore  he  w'ifhed  as  foon  as  poifible  jto  tftop  the  bill  in  it$ 
pro^f^  to  wbid^nd  be  would  move  that  the  cliairjj^an  do 
Jeave  the  cbair*       ^ 


Sir  Edward  Croftok  faidbe  thought  It  an  extreme  hardfliij>j 
fla thecounties Jto ^c  obliged  t<?  prefent  for tbe  fees  that  o.ughl; to 
tcpaid  by  the  culprits  tliemfelves ;  were  innocent  men  onjy  to  be 
exempted  he    was  ready  to  confent ;    but  wlien   he "  la.v  thi? 
I  imc  p^rfa^  tciedtnepeatedly/  perhaps  a  doixn  tiipesj.  though  ac- 
\^  quitted,  he  could  not  deem  him  innocent ;  and  mud  think  it  a 
i  bndSuk'tp'tm  tbe.oounty  to  be  obliged.t^.  prefent  the  greatefl  fum 
p  «f  iee&oD/acaouik  of  tb^greateftjogue*      i  ,       » 

1  :  As  torthe  bill  itfclf,  he  thought  k  did  »wt  /defe^rjvo.th.^  cenfur^ 
'  faffed  ixpoo' hi  It  ;pro(>Qfed:tbatnfor  the  iiri|. trial  t-he  party  a&r, 
i  quittfid  ihotild  pay  litt.  kei;.  hr  tbe  fecond,  ^\c  jjury,  at  the  re#. 
^commendatioii  of.  tbe  judge,  (hould  prefent  the  fees  on  the  conn^. 
[ ty,  and  for  every  other  trial  the  party  fliould  pay  his  own  fees  i 
this,  he  thougtit,  <v<Hild>be^iviig  the  innocent  fair  play,  iuflift* 
jjig  a  very' 'fifn all  ptvBlihm'ent  on  nien  of  doubtful  houciiy,  adi 
|{reatly  eafe  the  counties. 


-  Thc^&BCSLETAKY.ov  Sx^tq  fold  he  mull  pppofe  tbe.bili  upoa^ 
jiiinciple^of  canftitution  andi  hifmaiilty.  The  bill  which  he  had 
iiilirodijecrc^*^*  afiiji  which  this  bill  pippofed  io  ifcpeal,  bad  been  f4ig- 
gefixd  toi him 'bjf  that iomamenkjof  buxKiaoinat.ure^.Mf.  Ho)Ward, 
1^  ^Dtleihan  who  did  him  the  honour  of  hist  fciend.ihipy  At  the 
time. of  rreland's  emancipation,  that  gentleinan  was  liere-— Now, 
Jnd  Mr.  JElbwand,  "  inanfieftdfemergriUjfitudc  |o>{^rCtvidence  ;  let 
not  the  wretched^  tbougfaincocent/prifouer, remain  in^us.glpomy 
itongeoDy  after  be  has:  been  iacquitted  by  his  coun4;ijy,  .up^til  he. 
pays  fccBf^  which  are.  taa  un^.^ass,  .that  h/e  m^y  mv^r  be  able  to 
difchat^e.^*'  -He  accordingly  inteoduced  the  hill  allucjed  to  ;  ^id 
^ough.  the  kmodrablc.. baronet  had  every  fucceedirig- feflioi|  en- 
deavoured to  get  it  repealed,  be  was.JsQw  as  well  copyfnGe4  ^^  its 
l^iilice  and  propriety,*  as  he  waaon  the  day  be  Intr-§)duced  It.fT— ?• 
However,  he.lnd  ia  contemplation  a. plan,  which  be  hoped  would 
g^ye  fatififadlion  to  tbe  honourable  baronet :  That  was,  to  take  an 
annua)  average  qf  the  fees  rcc<;iv?d  by  the  clerks  of  the  Crown,  &c. 
for  feven  years  before  the  paffing  of  tlie  bill ;  and  to  allow  them 
Ui  anaual  falary^  equal  to  the  average  fo  taken ;  for  he  well  knew 
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ihst  of  late  a  pradice  bad  been  introduced,  of  fpfitting  chargei 
^btoa  multitude  of  indidments,  in  order  to  multiply  tees  upon 

tBe  countiesr 

•■  • 

.  l%e  queftion  being  put,  t}i^  tbe  chairman  do  leave  the  chair» 
l&e  committee  divided^ 

Ayc»,        .       —  -^  x9 

New?,  —  _-  2J 


TiftJisDAY,  February  28,  "^^8. 
SorHiTGH  1^1  LI.  reported  the  biU  for  amending  the  Police- 

The  feyeral  amendments  made  thereto  were  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to^ 

The  Sf  EAKER  put  the  quefUon,  that  the  bill  be  engrofled. 

Mr.  Griffith  faid,  that  there  ftiould  be  fome  obligation  01 
^e.magiftrate  to  attend  early  in  the  morning,  in  order  that  per- 
Ibns  innocent  or  bailable,  fhould  not  be  kept  in.  cuftody.  H« 
jttored  that  the  Divifional  jfuftice  be  obKged  to  attend  at  nine 
e^cfock  m  the  morning,  under  penalty  of  208.  The  claufe 
pafTcd*  ,      . 

Sir  Edward  Ne  WEN  HAM  declared  that  h.e  would  oppofe  that 
Ml  in  every,  ft  age  of  it,  becaufe  the  prote^oa  and  taxation  con- 
tained in  it,  did  not  bear  a  due  proportion ;  that  it  lyas  a  bill 
Iramed  for  the  purpofe  of  rendering  the  metropolis  a  borough 
dtpendant  on  minifterial  influence ;  but  he  was  fure,  that  there 
JEill  exifted  fo  much  fpirit  among  his  fdlow-citizehs,  as  would 
enftire  the  remaan^  of  the  freedom  of  ele6^ion.     By  this  bill,  he 
£itd,  our  ancient  guardians  were  become  tbe  engines  of  our  flave-T 
vy ;  they  had  betrayed  their  fellow^citiEens.    Heoppofed  the  IhU 
lor  continuing  a  tax  on  that  part  of  the  county  of  Dublin,  called 
die  barony  of  Donore,  as  that  barony  had  no  prote^on,  but  was 
burdened  with  taxes  to  fupport  nominal  watchmen  $  it  was  rather 
c^reifite^  that  that  barony,  which  never  had  riots,  aflaults,  or 
lobberies,  (hould  pay  men,  who  never  vifited  them  5  that  their 
peace  and  qutetnefs  avofe  from  not  having  any  police  among 
them  ;  that  the  claufe  (ubjeding  publicans  to  the  caprice  and  viF- 
feiny  of  po]tce*men,  was  unexampled  and  crue|.     He  explained 
tiwB~haTdfhip,  and  called  on  the  Houfe  to  remedy  it — He  faid, 
the*  Hmtfe  would  now  pafs  a  bill:  of  penalties  and  pains,  that 
Would  difgracc  a  Turkifli  Divam 

The  queftlon  was  then  put,  that  the  bill  be  eingroflcd,  which 

jaffed.  '   • 
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Mr-  Annssley  obferyedy  that  he  had  given  notice  On  a  far- 
iner  day,,  that  he  (houid»  in  the  courfe  of  the  feilion,  move  £ar 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  to  reilrain  the  Banks  recently  eftablifbed 
in  the  towns  of  Belfafi  ani  Newry,  from  ifliimg  guinea  baslk 
notes ;  biit  as  the  feffion  was  fo  far  advanced,  he  fhould  poftpone 
bringing  forward  that  meafure  till  the  next  feffion  of  Parlianseiit. 


Friday,  February  29,  1788. 

Mr,  MojLYNEUX  faidy  although  it^  might  bearfometliliig  ^of 
an  invidious  appearance  to  move  a  refolution  concerning  the  'gen&> 
tlemen  now  in  cuftody  of  thcSeijeant  at  Arms,  yet  as  he  cmM, 
aver  that  he  did  not  know  who  thofe  gentlemen  were,  he  hoped 
he  (hould  be  acquitted  of  any  invidious  intention  in  tnoviiig» 
**  That  the  Se^eant  at  Arms  be  dire6kcd  to  lay  before  this  Hotit^ 
on  Monday  next,  the  names  of  fuch  members  as  fhafl  be  then  in  ' 
his  cuftody,  not  having  paid  their  fees.*'  ,  , 

The  queliion  being  put,  ft  pafled  unammoufly- 

Mr.  Annesley  prefented  to  the  Hobfe,  according  to  osder^a 
bill  for  making  a  navigable  canal  fr6m  the  town  of  MalUiide,  m 
the  county  of  Dublin,  to  the  river  of  Fieldftown,  in  iiad  cbno* 
ty;  which  was  received  and  read  the  firft  time.     ' 

Alderziian  Warrsn  prefented  to  tbe  Houfe,  accofdlngtOior- 
der,  a  bill  for  explaim&g  and  amencUag  an  a&  palled  in  theaiAo- 
teenth  and  twentieth  years  of  his  prewnt  Majefty  George  ilL 
entitled  an  a^  for  exf4aining  and  amending  an  a&  paffed  in  tiie 
fifteenth  and  fixteenth  years  of  the  reign  of  his  iaid  Ma^fjby 
George  III.  entitled  an  a^  for  the  better  regulating  the  pipee 
water  of  the  city  of  Dublin ;  which  was  received  and  le^  tlic 
firft  time. 

The  Solicitor  GsNEitAt.  prefented  to  the  Houfe^  accord- 
ing to  atdcTf  a  bill  for  ufing  the  court-houfes  of  counties  at  laige 
and  counties  of  cities,  where  fttuate^  within  the  precin&  of  the 
fame  counties,  for  the  purpofes  of  both  counties  |  and  for  4le- 
claring  that  j^olB  for  counties  at  large,  fituate  within  counties  i£ 
cities,  (hafi  be  deemed  part  of  fuch  counties  at  large  |  which  waai 
received  and  read  the  firii  time; 

A  petition  of  the  owners  and  keepers  of  job  carnages  and  job 
horfes  in  the  city  of  DubUn,-  whofe  names  are  thereunto  fub- 
fcribed,  was  piiefeBted  to  the  Hoitfe  and  read ;  fettingibrth,that 
by  an  a^  paffed  in  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  yeais  of  his  prefent 
Mtjefty,  the  petitioners  were  obliged,  before  they  ^ould  obtain 
silicenfefor  keeping  or  letting  for  hire  fuch  (job  coach  of  jdb 
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lK)ff«,.,?it}ier.by  the  ricar*  month  or  daj,  to  py  the  fumof  Stc 

jH^unH**  for  every  fucli  liccnfe,  and  alfo  the  ar>niial  rent  of  forty 

^'illmgs;  tlwf  %/ another  ^d,  paflVd  m  the  hfl  feflSon  of  Par- 
r__.*i  >-.—.!.- -^^  .i_i  ._'„„.^.u*..  .^,.  .ji    I  .^    .V     ^1  '^  irateen 

twelve 

^._...^^  ^.^  _,.,..,    ^.,.^       ^   ^ ^ takmg 

V>!it  tlie  lkMi;i>(e  ;*  ni2Lt  the  pet  'r i oners  h-ave  bfeen   ever  iince  payinj: 
the  faid  tax,  which  haaalmoli:  ruined  them  and  ti>e>r  famlli-s,  and 
wo»ld  cliearfully  continue  to  pay  the  fame  if  in  t!>e?r  power  ;  that 
petitioners  beg  jk»ve- to  iaform  the  Houfe,  that  upon-   the  mftitu- 
tion  of  job  carriages  and  job   horfesthe  petitioners  expended  al- 
miil  their  entire. properties,  and,  though  now  in    a  ilatc  af  per* 
.^e^ipny^tbe  in^^iti^tionmuli  luL-vifably.  fall  to  the  ground  if  ihc 
;p^t)tioneri  ^re  not  ise)icved  by  ibe  Houfc,  as  many  of  the  Dobllitr 
^nd gentry  who  employ  the  petitioners  refideonly.lorae  months  of 
the  year  in  Piu^liiiii  and  on  Icavitig  towivdifcharge  petitionei^  car- 
.n?^^!  af^irh^rfes,  and  ptbers  only  choofe  to  keep  job  coaches  or 
}f)b-bf*rfcs;atpaf(i^iriar  periods  of  the  year;  in  tjie  intermediate 
time  the  petitioi>ers  are  deprived  of  all  means  af  making  any  pro- 
fit, though  obljgjed  toi^uj^port  and  keep  up   their  horfes  and  car. 
xiagcs,  a!id  to  pay  eleven  pounds  twelve  fhillings  by  the  year  ;  wi 
it^KScforeil«^dbdy^fabIJ!at^mg  the  matters  above  ftated  to  the  b 
rnianc  ctt^d^rsition- of  .<bc   Houfe^.  in  humble   expectation  thai 
ihef  tl)iffibep^8«fed?to  reiuce  faid  tax  to  the  fum  of  four  pouoii 
by  the  year,  whichrii-dduble  what  the  petitioners  formerly  pai<l, 
and  whioh  humane  indulgence  the  petitioners  refpedfuUy  appit- 
"fiferi^V^ili'iffta^^t.airdfiJiilSh,  but  confiderably  encTBafe  that  p:rt 
©f  thte  ca¥Hage  -^e^^Mt,  Sie  the  petitioi>€i-s  and  many  others  wiO 
•thir^^'be-'eriafelidio  cbirtinue  the  prefent,  and  fet  up  compkat 
5^b  ^arrfagfes  aHd  hbrfes,  Who  now  are  and  vrill  be  reuderted  fnca- 
palifc *ef  *»^^6trig&'sl  long  as  the  above  heavy  grievance  fhallctm- 
'tftj^,  and  fii^y^  of  *€h^' nobility  and  gentry  will  be  verynuicli 
^-JricdiWnfiftfced'  ^by  •  »the  petitioners  being  unavoidably  obliged  to 
lay  afide  their  carriages  and  horfes. 

Th<*  Crt  A N c  B  LtoR  OF  THE  E  \  c  H  EQU  E  R  fafd  that  there  couJcT 
n(Mhi>^hlt^^<sb}e8t't^  faiatlon  than  jdb  car riages-^-they  work- 
ed'foC  pfdfe^^'ttjid^efyjftw  trades  were  fo  profitable. 
:•     .'  !m  ;:   .  ^  :•:■■]■-  :r'.rl  ' 

.MrwiXRENOf'prcfenttdthe  report  and  refolutions  of  tbeconi' 
imttcei for  confidfc^ing' thitt' Lyings  in  Hofpi  petition*  Hefa^ 
they  had  examined  evidence  in  the  moil  folemn  manner;  thattl^ 
fadls  were  matter  of  accounts  ;  no  conclufion  was  drawn,  but  it 
wa&'nec^filfry-they-ihovtid^afppear  on  the  record  of:  Parliament,  to 
jyllifyfcMlfi^dlfag'rfeejibleimeaiures  that  mull  foon  take  place.  Ifr 
faid  tH4^4ruftis^&^baH  applied  for  general  relief ;  they  did  not  fuc 
for  any  graiftft  &t  fuitrfmm  jParllament,  or  any  additToual  dutyi 
infcome^oi*  tax/ \^  tlid -public.     They    brought  (as  to' market)  > 
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t^  .OT.l^??"^i°:w  l^^r5*"^;  wfech jyoujd  have 

i?f  ffS^I^;^^^!''^^^^^  .?nd  ;i;ipt„  jjncumbered  tnc  public ;  iliit 

eenied  reafbhabrc.'^  But  fomc  "dtfficuItieV  were  parted;  tlic 
unount  iflued  would  appear  in  the  enfumg  year,  as  an  expence 
^}^frfll^t^9^rymeji^,fipA  tjne  :cqmJ^U^ty^4^.^t^f^t  he 

WP94pf«W{p^^  f Tb^.,P8%  (Werc.'ji^plf  presided  {prm,tfyt 

WrfiwHJ54'-iJJp  iW"CW>SiH/9m»ldvb§.j^dd>iC)ed,.f9r  no  cjaiw 
f^hc&mkr^  , yTj^y^mQ9i^nt:'y9^s\oqtjfi^i^g  £ox  ^, nati9nal  con- 
deration.  The  objcdion  could  be  only  matter  of  ptivAUj^" 
Ion,  yet  this  inconfiderable  amount  would  have  prevented  eKtjne- 
IkS^liliaf  lie;  flve^bfrljs^itk  Jipg^fefi)b«lf<HerdQeItnfd  |>w^  a 
iediiredtHi^.wafibotjadapted  ^y.aib:ikknioiitratiaiiui)rihQai  be  kh 
ttM^inJiitendffi  fcriplaytiUadhfisii  fuggefted  ;iihe^boughlLKO» 
linttibfi(i>fvthjifci;utiiiieuiR{^  oottbtf 

Eol  approbation  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  country  he  fhodkltfio- 
iacit. 
\'^Smia^hi»^i>^'^i^^  tileptibltc,  %  etWIea- 

lkey'he^debIar^he/hoiild>elinqcii(h  thai;  fubjedi  f^f  evet  in 
ti^dkehtV  Wing  ^iv.  the  rtp^A-  «dd  itfolirdOxiB  eiUlblilhlid  the 
ibft'uw^ivcfefil  Jtiftificetiofi,         '    "•  ^  '* 

Mr«rfi^dv^^^  (iofiths  Coikge^icompinaedr  tkaLfram^be.  im- 
Ryvdneh^uHrhicbilud  kii/dffioir'^aen  made  in  thagaUeifyiiBif«tlut 
feofe^  -ku  ckpdoityof.fKxdaiiBodalixig  jaiiditor»-'.^  httn..v.€Xf 
ittChctitmiiiilied;.';^  fFJlmi  |^iiitck^w<if<;tfae  .Umifldrfit'y  .  had^  kmg 
Hoytdi^UejjpiibSqgebf.  Alkebdi^i^  htatt  the .  debate*.  j»f  'tbe 
btffTty' bttt2}3ttnf^biinMb.«Bht^  maDrn^  tfakt  fx^iYjleg^ilibd  ba^epme 
i^tftf'ttonqiaLi  ^  fitesrarvroU  aware,  'thatttbe:ri^  banv  gcbtfe- 
lan  who  had  orii^ed  Uie.in^I]raveffleib!tt»be.jnkde^ib^!d^ 
i(h  the  very  beft  intentions^  and  with  a  fmall  addition  the  efifedk 
r&e^^a^ik  ^fitgU  <eafil^  %$  ^y^dfld^d; ''  He  had^  hi^4id> 
^feTe(kil.tttf^k¥^«l€^>  4^c$1i«(l' j^^  out  a'Vdoy'  bf  .\^}i  a 
i€^Ugi«Stdf  tiv^et  bf  '|>^rfdjris^^''(Haft ^  c^n''  b^'  atfcb^iMiodiilt^  ait 
fejtnt  JiifrW  h«ir  {tf  Jth^gr^at  H>nifei&tliic.     He  W6|lld  tfeewifopc 


TheCHANCEtLOR  OF  THE  EXCHEQUER  Deiidy  be iaw  iKx Ksa* 

>n  for  going  to  any   new  expence  ^  the  improvements  of  the 
k»{^^^^o;if^Ayik(^ilHi^^r  a]^^  that  elFery  oifte'^ap- 

roved /jte^^i^o  bit  opiiifdn^'tfic  rgti^fy  v^^s '  pcrfeafy  <5o'ifiitao- 
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;  Mr.  RowLEir  faid  he^igUy  approW  of  #^ 9^;Mbi^ 
done  to  render  the  Houfe  commodious  in  varidCtftblcttea,  W 
above  aU  he  approved  the  afteration  sUid  improiCttieiRitlitlll 
tecrt'Dfiadeia  tne^aOery,.       '  '         .'       [ 

*    Mr.  BERBSfdRD  caDed  ta .  getrtlciifen's  teccXltS^f ' 
;6f  the  firil  ({andfhg  orders  dT  th>f  'H<jtife  was  the  eiisi^ 
^Vtrtigfers;  tTieHoufc  had  generally  winked  at '  th^he^O^^ti 
^rdicy  and  had  i^ed  libertlUy  in  fo  doing  ;  but  1m^  ' 
the  hon.  gentleman  (hould  he  fatisfied  with  this  < 
•fndt%rttce  the  Houfe  ^as  willing  to  gii^  to^  ftfvng^H 
perfift  in  movhrg  a  refblution  in  the  yery^  teefhf'jrf  ^si^ 

JLord  Dbiatiiv  faid  that  the  preTeat  gaHcry  of  the  Inlhl 
of  CoauBonswas  fix  times  as  hn^;^  as  that  of  the  T  _ 
•od^'  coofideving  the  di£Ference  in  the  number  of  cooftiti 
people  of  this  cottitry  had  nothing,  to  oofrnpiain!  of  « 
-count*  >      ' 

HU-GK^fftTV  iaidhewltf  fultf  Ciift^ced.^at^j 
flfkentof  the  .gallery  was  inliended  for  the  aCd9iai|K)dattf>tt 
pubUcy  and  To  fai:  as  the;  pi^fetit  fpace  would  admit,  .it  t 
•taiidy.lwxAci  icommqdio^s.  thiMH  the  former  gsllkry  i  .but  t 
were  willing  to  fuffer  the  former  ii\pQ|iy^jii^D^^  tH^^t  tiUHll 
duded.     But,  faid  he,  why  not  adopt  a  mode  fuggened,  i ' 
mitttng  a  greht^  Qumbdr.<rfLthe  .con^uent,  body/ by  i 
an iiddrtion  to  the  prefent  .improved  plan  ?  He-  thol](  * 
hardy,  that  after  all  the  prbfufion  of  exp^nce  •'which  t 
Jiad  piatiently  borne,  eecoaomy.  ihouid  begin  juft  whioreH 
pie  Vere  to  bb  gritified*i  i£iffihndr  hadheeabdi^Qcedii; 
ample,  admitting  but  few  pemns  to  hear  her:d^h«l)es$«f>h^l 
asftherciiceaaed  a  deter miivition  not  to  copy  thi6bq 
£ngfiuid».;khcHoufewou]iiiioteopy  herdefe^b^  ,  j:[< 
":  .  .:;•  * :!  i:o'*!' '  .  V<         r,   \.\-   i"-'i     '.v'.     »*■';;'..  ,•":•;/ 

,  JVfr,:  I^QWL^Y  faid  he  moft  perfcsftly  9M^vffd',ihei .  _ 
of  the.gjilcry,  and  the  cjajc  Oja^^iwas  tJakenji^-^jjdmittipgi 
proper  peri^ns ;  wererhe^t^^i^cforany  akeratiop,  itwoi 
make ,  the .  gallery  •  ftill;  (in^r^ .  ^d  then  they  wof^Vi  p<^  1 
have'ffiah  large  or  to  mai^y  fpeeches,  aad.K  on^  if^'\ 
edy  it  yras  certain,  he  f^id,  tliat  the  Houfe  would  ^ei^  1 
many  hours  earlier  than  it  does»  ^  the  defire  of  .ihip^ 
them,  too  frequently  led  gentlemen  to  fubilitute  luminous C 
for  rational  debate.  .       '       '^    y     •--/.»Dj 

.   Mr.GRAtTAN  (aid  be  bad  np.id^a.of  ca|liug.  iji.i^  _ 
dignity  of  the  Chair,  as  eyery  man  muft  fee  that:Wb^M| 
^one,  was  much  to  the 'accommodation  of  the  public;  hei 
•nly  to  extend  that  accommodation  to  a  greater  nuioober  < 
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f&a^,  wii0  upbft  every  princ^le  oftheconftitation^  he  thought 
lad  a  right  to  be  prefent  at  the  debates  of  their  rcprcfentatives. 

Mr.  Mason  faid  of  all  the  improvements  which  the  Speaker 
had  made^  he  gave  him  moft  thanks  for  contracting  the  ^llery^ 
and  he  imputed  the  prefent  detoruih  arid  projiriety  of  behaviour 
in  the  audienbii,  to  the  very  proper  caution  ufed  in  their  admiffion, 

.  The  Secretary  op  State  faid  there  was  not  in  the  world  a 
College  containing  737  young  perfons  fo  weH  behaved  us  tkc 
College  of  Dublin  ;  their  condu6£  was  moll  excellentt  their  atten- 
tion to  fcience  and  learning  as  great  as  ever  dillingaifhed  youth  in 
the  ttioft  virtuous  ages.  A  rigfet  honourable  gcntleihan  might 
refer  to  parliamehtiry  order,  but  thofe  young*  gentlemen  would 
be  apt  to  refer  to  the  order  of  Rome  or  Athens ;  where  the  peo- 
ple; particularly  the  youth,  were  always  admitted  to  hear  the 
debates,  of  the  fenate ;  and,  faid  he,  I  proteft  moft  folemnly,  I 
think  it  would  do  this  aflembly  lio  harm,  were  they  conftantly  to 
fuppofe,  that  the  eyes  of  pofterity  werfe  fix^d  upon  them.  Admit 
then,  the  youth  of  the  nation  to  be  prefent  at  your  debates,  they 
Will  catch  the  fire  of  patriotifm  from  you,  and  you  will  remember 
the  old  adage,  •*  there  is  great  reverence  to'  be  paid  to  the  pre- 
fence  of  a  boy." 

l^be  Houfe  divided  on  the  motion. 

Ayes,  —         ,      —  50 

Noes,  — -  —  98 

Sir  Henry  Cavendish! — Though  I  was  oncof  thofe  who  voted 
agalnft  the  motion,^  yet  I  would  wtfh  as  many  of  the  conftituent 
body  as  pofiibly  can  be  accommodated  fliould  hear  our  debates, 
and  I  wifli  that  thofe  who  hear  them  wo\M  report  them  truly  ; 
having  faid  fo  -much  I  (hall  now  take  the  liberty  of  poftponing  a 
qucJftion  whieh  I  gromifed  to  bring  on  to-day,  if  the  Jbonourabfe 
gentleman,  whofe  amiable  and  difintercfted  condu6l  gai^s  fuch 
general  approbation,  (hould  think  it  would  interfere  with  the 
queilion  he  now  propofes  to  offer  to  theHoufe. 

Mn, Forbes  faid  early  in  the  feflion  he  had  taken  the  liberty 
of  mentioning  to  a  right  honourable  gentleman,  high  in  the  con- 
fidence of  Government,  an  intention  of  bringing  in  the  bill  he 
was  now  about  to  introduce  ;  but  that  right  honourable  member, 
for  reafons  which  it  woujd  be  prefumption  in  him  to  enquire  into, 
was  filen^  upon  the  fubjed ;  he  was  therefore  under  the  neceffity 
of  b«ogifig  in  his  bill  nnfuf^KM-ted  by  the  right  honourable  gea- 
tleman. 

He  then  prefented  to  the  Boule,  n  bill  to  difaWc  any  perfoa 
Jrpm,  beii^  ^ofen  a  member  of,  or  from  fitting  or  voting 
io)  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  who  has  any  peofipn  durIo|^  pkafurt 
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or  for.  any  number  of  years^from,  or  holds  any  ofBoe  or  pace  of 
profit  created  after  a  certain  time,  under  the  Crown,  an4 to  limit 
the  amount  of  penfions ;  which  was  received  and  read  the  firft 
tifne.  5 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  as  the  fenfeof 

the  Houfe  had  been  fo  often  taken  on  this  bill,  and  as  it  had  be^n 

fo  often  argued,  that  he  believed  no  new  argument  could  be  ftart- 

cd  on  it>  he  would,  to  fliortenthe  debate,  move  that  it  be  read 

.  a  fecond  time  the  firft  of  AugufL 

Mr.  CoNOLLY  faid  neither  the  fituation  of  the  country,  or 
that  of  the  penfion  lift,  were  the  fame  they  were  when  this  bill 
had  formerly  been  rejedled  ;  fmce  that  time  the  penfions  had  in- 
creafcd,  were  increafing,  and  certainly  ought  to  be  diminifliedj 
and  certainly  if  Government  was  in  earned  in  their  profeflions  of 
ceconomy,  they  would  let  the  bill  go  fairly  forward  to  difcuffion ; 
if  they  refilled  the  bill  he  never  would  believe  their  profeflions  to 
'  be  fincere.  We  have,  faid  he,  a  numerous  and  rifing  royal  fa- 
mily ;  to  their  fupport  the  country  would-be  proud  to  contribute. 
England  has  many  worthy  old  fervaats,  both  civil  and  military? 
to  thofe  men  we  fhould  riot  grudge  a  fubfiftence,,  but  to  ha« 
ioo,oool.  a  year  fquandered  on  the  uftworthy,  or  beftowed  as  the 
reward  of  corruption,  is  a  grievance  the ,  country  could  not 
bear  ;"and  if  the  Minifter  would  agree  with  Parliament  to  fet  li- 
mits to  this  profufion,  he  would  find  himfelf  fit  much  eafier  ia 
the  feat  of  Government  than  if  he  (hould  refift  it. 

Mr.  FiTz HERBERT  faid  he  had  declined  taking  a  part  in  iiip- 
port  of  the  bill  for  many  reafons  ;  one  was,  that  he  thought  it  in 
much  abler  hands ;  another,  that  the  prefent  time  did  not  demaod 
it.  The  Houfe  had,  he  oblerved,  given  credit  to  the  prefent 
Government  for  their  'intentions  of  oeconomy — intentions  to 
which  they  would  moil  rigidly  adhere.  Suppofe  then,  faid  he, 
the  bill  to  pafs,  what  conftruclion  would  fuch  a  meafure  bear? 
Would  it  not  be  as  if  the  Houfe  fhoujd  fay,  we  have  great  confi- 
'  deuce  in  the  prefent  Government,  we  are  convinced  of  their  in- 
tegrity, and  we  believe  they  will  purfue  the  intereft  of  the  king- 
dom }  we  therefore  lay  them  under  r^ftridions,  which  we|ntver 
impoled  on  any  other  Government.  Theii  fuppofe  I  was  to  con- 
cur in  the  bill,  what  conftrudion  would  ray  condudl  wear  ?  would 
it  not  be  faying  this — You  have  exprelTed  great  confidence  in  Go- 
vernment,- but  I  who  know  them  better,  defire  you  not;  to  truft 
them. 

N  Sir,  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown  to  beflow  marks  of  appro- 
bation upon  fuch  fubjeds  as  have  diftinguifhed  themfelves  by  their 
merits,  isrone  of  itsdeareft  fights.  At  prefent  I  fee  no  prelfing 
iiecefiity  to  deprive  the  Crown  of  tai«  right,  and  therefore  I  ftaH 
jvet  concur  in  the  bill. 
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The  Honoimble  Denis  Browne  declared  his  confidence  iit 
the  profeflions  of  Governmept,  and  faid  he  was  going  to  mention 
a  converfation  he  had  with  the  Chief  Governor,  when  he  was  re- 
minded by  an  honourable  member  that  mentioning  the  name  of 
Majefty  or  Viceroy alty  in  debate  was  out  of  order. 
•  He  faid  he  would  not  mention  the  name  of  the  Lord  Lieute* 
Bant,  but  he  was  prefent  when  two  gentlemen,  call  them  by  what 
fi6titioU8  names  you  pleafe,  had  a  converfation  on  penfiohs,  and 
one  of  them,  who  poffefled  the  power  of  granting  penlions,  faid, 
that  he  would  fooner  .put  his  hand  into  the  fire  than  grant  a  pen* 
fion  on  any  but  the  moft  juflifiable  ground,  and  fuch  as  every  ho- 
neft  man  mufl:  approve* 

Sir  Henry  Cavendish  faid  he  held  it  very  unparliamentary 
to  mention  the  name  of  the  Chief  Governor  to  influence  debate* 
The  nght  honourable  gentleman  might  have  fpared  himfclf  the 
trouble  of  doing  fo,  for  the  anions  of  the  prefent  Government 
are  their  higheft  panegyric.  I  am  one,  faid  he,  who  have  ex- 
preffed  my  full  confidence  in  Government,  and  am  convinced  X 
ihall  not  find  myfelf  miftaken  ;  but  as  Parliament  is  the  great 
council  of  the  nation,  and  as  even  the  tnoft  inconfiderable  member 
may  (uggeft  fomething  ufeful,  I  beg  leave,  with  great  humilityi 
to  offer  one  word  of  advice-  When  Government  looks  over  that 
lift,  let  them  enquire  name  by  name,  let  them  endeavour  to  kno^ 
the  pcrfons  whofe  names  appear  there,  and  let  them  learn  what 
their  merits  are ;  fuppofe  it  appears  that  400I.  a,  year  are  annexed 
to  the  name  of  any  member  of  this  Houfe,  and  that  no  particular 
cauf<?  can  be  affigned  for  the  grant,  may  it  not  be  c'onjedured 
that  it  was  made  for  his  fervices  in  this  Houfc,  and  if  fo,  an  ad- 
ditional penfion^is  unneceffary,  for  he  that  has  400L  a  year  for  his 
•vote,  will  not  refufe  voting  though  he  were  to  be  refufed  400I.  a 
year  more. 

Mr.  CuRRAN  faid  he  owned  he  had  a  (Irong  curiofity  to  know 
how  the  difcourfe  between  the  two  perfons  whom  the  honourable 
gentleman  [Mr.  Browne]  had  alluded  to,  concerning  penfions,  had 
arifen  ;  he  fuipeded  that  the  ftrong  expreflion  ufed  by  the  great 
perfonage,  could  only  have  arifen  from  the  neceffity  he  found 
himfelf  of  refitting  forae  very  preffing  folicitation. 

Mr.  Browne.- — I  am  now  going  to  make  a  declaration,  in 
which  I  challenge  the  learned  gentleman  to  follow  me,  and  which 
I  believe  he  wodd  be  very  fony  to  do.  I  do  declare  that  I  never 
did  folicit  any  Chief  Governor  for  place,  penfion  or  emolument ; 
and  further  declare,  that  I  never  wiU  accept  of  any  fuch  from  any 
prefent  or  future  Lord  Lieutenant. 

Mr.  CuRRAN  faid  that  as  to  htmfelf  he  was  neitjiet  aftgry  n«r 
difappointed  enough  to  make  fuch  a  dedaration, 
A  a  2 


Digitized 


by  Google 


Ss^  PARLIAMENTARY        [Fib.  m 

,  The  queftt«a  i^^adlhch  put^  tint  tie  biU  be  fttd  a  fiecoDdtlmc 
ikec  &H  of  Auguft.     Ti)C  Hbufe  divided^ 

Ar^ff  —  —  105 

Noci  ' —  —  40 

Mr.  FoiLBEs  began  with  ftating  the  particulars  of  an  aMfeii 
which  he  intended  to  move^  all  of  which,  heohfervedt' were  f<)u|idc4 
«a  fa61:&  to  be  coUe&ed  from  the  joumaU  of  the  Houfie^  01*  autfaes- 
tic  documenia  oa  the  table  \  he  adverted  to  the  vote  of  14O1O00I 
pew  tax;est  for  the  purpofe  of  equalizing  the  revenues  to  the  «- 
pences  pf  the  nation  ;  that  fo  far  from  that  equa]jt)c  being  effed:" 
ed,  it  appeared  by  the  report  of  the  committee  of  ^ccountB  to 
feflion,  that  the  excefs  of  the  public  expences  above  the  incotnc 
w«9  i9o^oL  that  the  extravagant  amoimc  of  the  penfion^ 
wa«  oile  of  the  principal  caufei  of  this  excefs ;  as  it  was  96^^ 
en  the  2  lit  of  January^  1788,  exdnilve  of  military  penfion^a 
£um  greater  than  the  penfion  lift  of£ngland>  and  equal  to  Uf 
of  tlic  charge  of  the  civil  eftaUiihment. 

.  That  by  the  accounts  ktd  before  the  Houfe  this  (effion  itJ|l» 
peared,  that  penfions  had  been  granted  during  the  AdtniniMi* 
tion  of  the  hJsit  Lord  Lieutenant  to  the  amount  of  ddtooeilf; 
which.  900oh  were  in  lieu  or  exchange  of  penfions,  which  fll 
been  granted  by  farmer  lord  Heutenaots ;  but  that  a  fonrl* 
I7»oook  had  been  granted  durtogthat  period  in  pen&ons,  wm 
was  a.  new  charge  on  the.  efiabliflmienty  and*  the  aB.  of  the  Itf 
Admtniftralion. 

He  then  mentioned^  in  terms  of  fevere  reprehenfion,  thj^fRtK)* 
t ice  of  bartering  penSbns,  and  of  inferttng  young  liv«6  in  lettai 
patent  in  the  place  of  old  lives,  and  by  that  means  preventing^ 
diminution  of  the  prefent  penfion-lift,  by  this  fyftem  ofpefpetw 
lenewals.  He  faid  that,  when  he  demaaded  from  the  fervantsof 
the  Crown  in  the  finance  department  in  this  kingdom,  the  caii£ef< 
for  granting  many  penfions  lately,  tp  a  confiderable  amount,  they 
declared  their  total' ignorance  of  the  tranfti£^ions ;  there  was  do 
perfon  in  this  country  refponflble  for  the  application  of  the  puWc 
money;  and  that  fuch  a  refponfibility  was  one  of  the  moftcflb-' 
tial  privileges  of  the  Britifh  conftitution  ;  without  it  we  coiiM 
not  be  GonOdered  as  poflTeffcd  of  any  fecurky  fbr  i^z  good  govero- 
ment  of  the  country  :  and  he  took  this  opportunity  of  givinf 
notice,,  that  he  fliould  next  feffion  offer  a  bill  tp  the  Houfe  for  the 
piupofe  of  creating  a  refponfibilky  in,  the  fervants  oPthe  Crown  ia 
this  kinj^dom ;  at  prefent  the  only  authority  under  whidith< 
Vice-ti-eafurer  paid  any  moliey,  was  a  king*s  lettfer,  counterfigned 
only  by  the  commiflioners  of  the  treafury  iii  Ejjgland. — ^He  ftr- 
th^r  obfetved,  that  at  the  commencement  of  the  late  Adinidiftin- 
tion  the  fum  of  2000I.  was  atided'to  the  falary  of  the  Chief  Sc^ 
Qrp.tary,  in  order  to  .ca?^ble  him  ,t9  fupport  Xhc  digiuty  of  the  fitW" 
tioii,  to  prevent  the  injury  of  his  private  fortune,  or  his  being  a 
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^q;)endaiit  or  bntxfen  pn  our  e&MKhmtnts  ;  a  Tcry  coti£[derajbIe 
film  was  lately  «3fpended,  not  only  in  the  purchafe,  but  aHb  in 
the  imprOTcments  ai>d  repairs  of  an  houfe  for  hie  accommodation 
£q  the  PhoBDiK-park-^the  firft  effcft,  he  had  reafon  to  apprehend^ 
vrhich  the  liberality  of  the  Commoos  to  the  fccretary  would  pro« 
dace>  was,  a  penfion  to  the  perfon  ^ho  filled  the  office  of  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  late  JLord  lieuten^t ;  and  that  to  a  greater 
amount  thai)  by  the- law  of  England  can  be  granted  to  any  one 
perfon.  He  proteftcd  againft  this  meafurc  as  a  dangerous  pre* 
cedent ;  if  that  perfop,  after  his  conduct  as  miniiler  of  thiscoun- 
tiy,  after  placing  penfions  to  a  greater  amount  on  the  eflabliflfi* 
mcnts  than  any  of  his  predeceffors  for  thcfe  lail  twenty  years,  was 
to  be  rewarded  with  an  enormous  peniiony  he  did  not  fee  an  cfa* 
ft$tcle  to  a  claim  for  a  fimilar  provijjon  being  made  with  fuccefs^ 
by  the  prcfent  and  all  future  fecretaries  ': 

He  faid  he  was.forry  to  hear  the  oftenfiblc  miniiler  avail  himffelf 
*  of  precifely  the  fanle  arguments,  which  his  predeceffors  ha6  ufed 
for  thefe  laR  t^n  years,  whep  they  rofe  to  oppofe  any  reform  in 
the  pcnfipnrJiftt     Hi  trufted  the  minifter  would  excufe  his  accept 
tance  of  the  old  and  hackneyed  argument  of  confidence  in  admi* 
Diflration,  which  he  bad  offered  againft  any  eiEcient  oaeafiire  being 
iLdopte4  in .  refpeft  to  penfions.     When  he  ilatcd  to  the  right 
honoun^ble  niember  what  an  immenfe  fum  that  argument  had  coA 
this  iiation,  .he  trufted  that  the  gentleman  would  not  expe6l  that 
he  flio'uld  rely  on  it  gs  a  fccurity  againrft  profufioh.     From  the  yesir 
'773»  ^^  177^  confidence  in  the  Adminiftration  of  that  day  had 
coft  thi?  nation  ioo,QOol.  in  new  taxes,  and  440,000!.  raifed  by 
life  annuitids.     In  177&,  confidence   in  the  Adminiftration   coft 
goo^ooql.  in  life-annuities;  a  fum  granted  for  the  purpofe  of 
defence,  and  which  JHroduced  on  an  alarm  of  invafion,-  one  troo^ 
pfhorfe,  andhalf  a  company  of  invalids.     In  1779,  the  then  £e* 
cretary,  for  the  purpofe  of  c^ppofing  a  meafure,  for  relief  a^aioft 
the  i|bui}($  of  the  penfion-lift,  read  in  this  Houfe  an.esttrad:  of  a 
letter  from. the  Secretary  of  State  in  England,  expce&veof  the 
deternf)i|)sitioiQ  of  the  then   Engltfti  miniftry,  not  to  increafe  the 
p^nfion-rliftf  confidence  was  placed  in  the  Adminiftration.  of  the 
day 9  >fid  it  cClT  the  country  i^oool.  in  newpenfion^  gi-antedby 
the  fame  fecret^ry.     In  AprS  1782,  on  the  arrival  of  the  princL- 
|>al  of  the  »ew  Adminiftration,  confidence,  in  the  firft  inftance, 
was^  H^itl^r  a(ked  nor  granted  ;  certain  meafures  were  propofed 
by  th^  Commons  and  the  people*^they  were  granted,  and  the 
coiAnitry.  was  emancipated.     In  1785,  confidence  in  the  Admini- 
Aiati(|n  of  that  diy,  coft  Ireland  i40,oooL  new  taxes,  to  equa- 
lise the  incoihe    and   expenditure;    but    the   grant    prodwred 
1  SOaQOQl.  e^tefft  .of  expences;   The  fame  confidence  coft  20^000!. 
per  annum  for  a  police  eftabliftiment,  which  it  has  been  proved 
at  yom'  bar,  contributed  to  the  violation  inftead  of  the  prefer* 
vacion  of  the  peace  of  the  metropolis.     The  fame  conifidence  coil 
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the  nation  laft  year  io,oool.  charged  for  buildings  and  gardens 
in  the  Phcenix-park ;  in  fine,  we  place  near  two  thirds  af  the 
national  debt  to  the  account  of  confidence  in  the  Adminiflration  ' 
of  the  day — therefore,  he  advifed  the  prefent  oftenfible  miniflcr 
not  to  fuffer  even  the  fuggeftiott  of  fuch  an  argunacnt  to  approach 
him ;  it  was  of  fuch  a  rank  and  bad  odour,  that  it  would  taint 
his  political  charafter  and  fyftem,  and  make  every  refpedable 
man  in  this  Houfe  and  nation,  to  (urn  away  his  face  from  the  mi- 
nifler  and  his  meafures. 

He  obferved,  that  after  all  other  efforts  had  proved  incffeftual 
to  fellrain  theabufesof  the  penfion  lift,  the  permanent  fecurity  of 
law  againfl  thofe  abufes  had  been  propofed  ;  and  what  was  offered 
by  the  fecietary  that  night  as  an  equivalent  ?  The  verbal  affuran- 
ces  of  the  minifter  of  the  day,  whom  perhaps  he  fhould  never  fee 
in  the  Houfe  after  this  fellion  ;  and  who  certainly  will  not  remain 
in  this  kingdom  to  fettle  the  accounts  of  the  laft,  and  mofl  impor- 
tant year  of  his  admin  Iftration.  We  are  afked  (to  life  a  memora- 
ble expreflion)  to  accept  as  a  fubftitute  for  the  certain  and  infallible 
Security  of  a  law,  the  fallible  and  fugacious  refponfibility  of  a  fe- 
cretary.  But- it  had  been  argued,  that  the  prefent  was  a  good 
Adminiflration,  that  no  perfon  fufpe^ted  that  they  entertained 
intentions  hoftlle  to  this  country  ;  therefore  this  wa«  not  the  fea- 
fon  for  propofmg  laws  for  fc(2uring  the  independence  of  Parlia- 
ment, or  the  revenues  of  the  country  from  violation..  He  called 
the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  dangerous  tendency  of  tbis  ar- 
gument. Pie  faid,  he  believed  every  man  would  admit)  that 
good  laws  could  not  be  obtained  under  a  bad  government ;  tut 
the  argument  juft  ftated  had  gone  to  prove,  i\^^  good  laws  ought 
jiotto  be  propofed  under  a  good  government";  if  therefore  good 
laws  could  not  be  obtained  under  a  bad  government,  nor  propofed 
under  a  good  government,  this  argument  proved,  that  they  could 
not  be  obtained  at  all.  An  argument  tending  to  ft&ke  the  exif- 
tence-of  the  liberty  and  property  of  a  nation  on  the  pei-fonal  vir- 
tu es. of  one  .man,  is  better  fuited  to  a  good  tyrant  than  a  confh*- 
tational  governor.  He  ftated  the  fatal  confequences  which  muft 
have  enfued,  if,  after  the  revolution,  fuch  an  argument  had  been 
reforted  to  by  King  William,  when  laws  were  propofed  for  fecur- 
ing  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  fubjedi — yet  no  prince  or  gover- 
nor was  better  entitled  to  rely  on  the  argumerft  of  confidence  in 
Government  than  the  deliverer  of  thefe  countries  from  oppreffion 
and  tyraijhy !  And  for  proof  that  the  law  he  propofed  was  a  good 
one,^  he  referred  the  Houfe  to  the  experience  of  England  for  near 
a  century  ;  and  to  the  ads  pafTed  in  that  kingdom  in  1782,  and 
fmce,  to  give  fuller  effedl  and  operation  to  the  principles  of  the 
laws  paffcd  immediately  after  the  revolution  on  the  fqbjed  of 
penfions  and  places. 

He  faid  that  on  the  firft  day  of  this  feflion  the  Houfe  had  vot-^ 
cdf  that  the  Adminiflration  of  the  late  Lord  Lieutenant  wa«  a 
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w?fe  and  fteady  one.     If  penfibns  to  fuch  an  enormous  amount 
were  added  to  theiifl  during  fuch  an  Adminiftration — if  the  many 
and  flagrant  abufes  appearing  on  that  Hft  could  not  be  prevented, 
even  by  a  wife  and  fteady  Adminiftration,  coiild  reh'ef,  in.  this 
inftance,  be  expelled  from  the  prefent  Adn^iniftration  ?  Did  they 
arrogate  fupernatural  powers,   or   by  claim   to  greater  merits 
than  that  of  a  wife  and  fteady  Adminiftration  ?  iDiftinguifhed  as 
the  Duke  of  Rutland  was  by  many  private  virtues  ^  and  honaura- 
ble  principles,  is  it  to  be  fuppofed  that  thefe  abufes  would  have 
been  committed,  if  certain  meafures  had  notlieen  forced  on  him  ? 
an  event  which  could  not  have  happened  If  he  had  been  proteft- 
►  ed  by  the  law  now  propofed.     He  faid  that  preclfely   the  fame 
fervants  of  the  Crown,  who  were  in  the  confidence  of  the  late  " 
Adminiftration  were  confidential  with  the  prefent.     Could  it  be 
fufpedled  that  any  of  thofe  fervants  of  the  Crown  would  have  ac-   ' 
qiiiefced  under  thofe  abufes,  if  they  had  pother  to  reftraln  them  ? 
[aBd  he  afked,  if  there  was  any  talifmanic  Influence  in  the  patent   " 
'  creating  the  prefent  Adminiftration,  which  could  either  invigo- 
'  rate  the  mind,  or  alter  the  principles  of  thofe  fervants  ?  He  ob- 
J  ferved,  It  did  not  require  much  fagacity  to  foretell,  that  not  with-    ' 
f  Handing  the  good  intentions  of  the  prefent  Adminiftration,  it 
[■  would  be  impofiible  to  reftrain  the  abufes  of  the  penfion-llft  by' 
their  perfonal  exertions.     One  of  the  firft  adls  of  the   prefent 
Adminiftration,  was  to  be  a  charge  on  the  eftabllftiment,  of  a 
penfion,  to  an  enormous  amount,  to  the  Principal  Secretary  of  the   ' 
late  Lord  Lieutenant.     It  was  declared  by  the  friends  of  the  pre^ 
feftt  Government,  that  this  meafure  was  forced  on  them  by  the 
Englifh  miniftry.     Muft  not   this   circumftance  convince  every 
perfon,  not  only  of  the  impra£llcability  of  thofe  abufes  being  re- 
'  ftrained  by  the  perfonal  exertions  of  the  prefent  Jrifh  miniftry,' 
but  alfo  of  the  abfolute  neceflity  of  the  law  propofed  ?  If  fuch  a 
law  was  now  in  exiftcnce,.  the  Irifti  minifter  could  anfwer  the  Bri- 
,tl(h  cabinet,  that  he  was  incapacitated  by  a  law,  fimilar  to  that  in 
Great  Britain,  from  effeding  fuch  a  tneafure,  and  refer  therh  to   * 
;  our  ftatute-book,  to  prove  that  no  penfion  exceeding  300I.  per 
anhum  could  be  granted  to  any  one  perfon,  till  the  lift  was  re- 
duced to  8o,oool!  and  after  the  redu6tion,   tio  penfibn   greater 
than  1200I.  to  any  one  perfon.     Thus  the  revenues  of  the  coun^ 
;  try,   and  the    honour  of  the  Government   would  be   at   once 
fecured.     He  faid  he  would  admit  the  exertions  of  the  prefent 
Chief  Governor,  to  cffeftoate  cecononiy';  his  great  afliduity  aqd  .^ 
vigilance^  which  mfgTit  proceed  fo  far,  that  the  Viceroy  hiight 
'.keep  in  his  own  pofleflion  the  keys  of  all  the.  fubordinate  trekfif- 
Tries  in  the  kingdom ; .  nay,  he  niight  t\ot^  eVeti  fuflFer  a  nairtb  fee 
j^drrvien  in  a  public -building  vc^ithout  his  licence  ;  all  thefe  exert  long   \ 
might  prodtice  tcmpbrairy,  but  no,t  folid  and  pertoanent  advani;- 
tages  to  Ireland.     He  i^fktd  if  there  wa?  another  nobleman  to  be* 
fonnd  in  England^  pbffclfed  of  the  patienc^^nd  jierfeverancc,  W, 
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dcfcend  to  the  minutcft  detnH  in  official  bv^nefi^,  iq  the  xsanqer 
ivhich  the  prefent  diftin^ul|hed  chara&er  at  the  head  ol  our  Go- 
vernment did? 

He  (aid  that  the  perfonal  abftinence  of  t)ie  prefent  yjgern; 
from  abufe  and  depredatiou  v^ill^  probably,  produce  ihia  <|^; 
it  will  give  a  rcfpite  of  two  or  three  years  to  our  reTeaue8^''uIl 
they  are  repleorfhed  and  pampere(]^in  a  degree,  wbi<;h  Baa^m^jijr 
them  a  richer  feaft  for  the  rapacity  of  his  {ucceiTor  ;  vho  ^SWa 
his  capacity  to  abufe,  to  the  refilUnce  offered  by  the  |nre|^^*^'^''^ 
niHry,  to  the  paffing  of  a  law  for  his  r^ftruot ;  therefolOEL  I 
inan  mull  be  convinced  of  the  expediency  and  necciSty  qi  jp 
luting  a  legal  incapacity  to  abnfe,  in  the  room  cf  a  csjiual  ^ai^gJ 
ference  to  reflrain.     By  confcnting  to  a  law,  as  a  barric^  ^g^H^J 
the  minifterial  encroachment  of  England,  and  the  corrupt  MMpf 
tunity  of  Ireland,  the  prefent  Chief  Governor  would  acjj^"^^  ' 
degree  of  charader  and  confidence  in  this  country,  qnor^  'j 
ucnt  than  any  temporary  popukrity ;  for  his  political  c 
will  grow  out  of  the  hlftory  pr  bis  Government,  and  not 
on  any  accidental  ebuHItion  of  the  public  mind. 

He  entreated  the  oftenfible  minifter,  that  he  would  iip|. 
vere  in  an  oppofiiion  to  every  meafurc  propofed  for  the  red. 
the  great  abufcs "  which  he  bad  Hated  ;  as  fuch  a  cqndu^ 
deprive  him  of  the  copfidtnce  of  the  people  ;  wto  woal(^.  i  ' 
to  interpret  his  conduct  iji  a  very  "unfjsivourablp  manner,  and^ 
be  induced  to  fuppofe  tT)at  he  had  rifeu,  in  his  p^cCj  ^Im  _ 
anid  avowed  that  the  Britift  mini^ry  confider  it  as  inccml 
wi^  the  good  of  his  Majjei),y*8  Government  in  IreUndy  oar  ilic 
tern  of  his  Majefty's  manifters  in  England,  toreftraia  — ■— ^— - 
port  unity,  or  aboli/h  abjeft  dependance'  in  this  fe»i^ 
that  he  had  it  in  inftru^Stipna  to  difcourage-  the  y^ft  aiQi 
tiveidea  of  aright  in  Ireland,  to  participate  in  tl^i^.beniB 
lutary  meafures  adopted  in  England,  or  the  ^pe^^ioi^ 
fyftem  of  good  government  is  to  be  extended  to  pv«r 
the  Britiih  empire— tljat  they  further  ftated  tp  the  oi 
nifjler,  that  the  apprebchfions  of  a  general  i?lp^ioniii 
obliged  them  to  aSe£l  qecbiiQmy ;  but  in  Ireland  t&ey  hxai.,  ccttB* 
depce  in  the  number  of  theft  iends  of  prodigalityi  whicii^^^'|^ 
come  fyftemajtic  in  tljat  country.     Tbeijefore,  th^y  addei^  ^ 
you  tender  the  \yelfare   of  tife  prefent  EngU/fc  nciiBillrjry '  3p  oo^ 
liifiFer  the  fpurccs  of  puljlijp  corruption  in  IjreJ^i  to  be  im»aif^  * 

^e  faid  he  was  fer  ffopeven  infinuajting  tl^at  >'!^lk^'f>QeB 
thefpecch  of  the  right  honourable  meniber»  yet  h^  ^'Yw'        **" 
that.  fiicT:!  fentiments  apdjljmguage  would  be  imput/ed  to  , 
,  the  pcppl^  at  large.     Hi,  iioncl^ded  with  ^atin j^  :4iajt  ^m 
tiiffration  had  ohjeftcdtoa  ^w*  as  reitr^imng  t^e  pit^ 
he  fiipuld  move,  as  a  mcafurc,  tbe  next  ih  point  ofe^ll^iei 
addrefs  to  his  ifajefty^  Siting  thp  various  abu£ps  m  ^(f^ 
M|  and  praying  that  no  adi^^  -l^.^jiJ?  ^9.}^t  ' 


Digitized 


by  Google 


t7«ia  D    ¥    1|    A    *?    E    ^  3^1 

w4«<??4  f<?  51  c^tfJfi-  6»?v    l^«  ^  |*»^  ^W«i  .Wfsiram  wwH  a«i» 

the  prefent  mitiiftry  with  power  to  refii^  applications  for  penfio^^ 
ai  thjqy  CQoW  ^^K    %9^   ^Hi?  ^4*^*^  ^W^  tl\^.  *^*ng'fi.  ?!|Cww 

Goveri^oF  wq\\^  be  teftraj^^d    J^  aocordia^jj  inqvip4 

V  Tkk^  an  i^uti^ble  addr^fs  t«f  fi5eC?^t€;4  tQ.  kl^  Mj^^fty  |o  ^<^ 
pBC.fs  our  inviolablf  a^^q[\CD^^.  to  Jiif  M^fty'*  p?Jf(on  |id4  gp^ 
ver99^>»  9r4  9^1;  ^^  ^^  r^Hd^nefa:  t|o  pimnt^iq^  tla^fi(  ^bU(h< 
inci^s  c4  tWf  kiqg4on9,  in  jn  ^nvomiMdcqim^?  W  tfef  fo^goiliQf 
his  Goyernn^i|t|  diKltb^  ^^i$y  9f  b^'^Qrowa,  ..  .    '       ^ 

«  That  hs^viag  talien^  i(|tQ  ot^r  .cpo^l^^r^^ipi?.  thft  n}Ci>^e  an^- 
esypcB^urg  qf  t^  n^ri^Q*  W.  fifl4<>Hr/eJve<|  <>b%ed  by  our,4«V 
to.  his.  J^4a|j?flyi. ,  tQ  fey  bej^e  bii^.  ^jei^ajf).  abufe  a^  ipifep^fera- 
tions  of  z  confiderable  portion  of  the  ^\\\iiq  r^yftnuc. 

«*  That;  tfei^gdofe,  d^^^^^jc^  tc^  piH  a»  end;  tp  tfe^j  minow 
pr^aicc  of  rvipwog  ii)  d^j,  2^|)4.  toi.  n^ife  thtJ;  i;«s««iiiM  Qf  I^Md 
kuigdom.  to  znA<^^UtyfMthXh^  eftabliftpjejijs,  dI4  i^,  th<  feffioit 
o{  178.5,  ui>ftnMFnftU%:.y^e  ^ev?  tasge^,  «iy(nr)^t^^d >$  J4P,pgQU 
per  aimuni,  aiid^  have  'CQiitii>\iedj  th/efe  taj^Q^.iq  ^h^^pi^^fcw  mi  19- 
terv^ji^g  f^JEoasj  |J»t'th«:ch?rg©l.ofithe  ^jl^WiflMfe^O  iofte*d 
i)£  feeing  eqtt?|l  to  the.  r^yenu^*  have:  «^ce«ded  cgnfidfir^bly  th^ 
n^tiofraj  iflcojp^  in  th^  yt»i:  '€»diiig  l-ady-dsy  tyi^  ami  th^  tk^ 
c^tqeifs  of:th<:  cjBp€»iQ«  o.o.the;  nee  reY«»u«3  in  ths  yiear .  ei^dipg 
Lady-d*iy  1787,  w?is  iSo^qoqL  That  tbeJmpjr^pridpjnt  dtfppj^ 
tm  oC  the  piiWic  iponey  iii  the.ajrti^k  pfcp^nfieop^  if.ooe.  ««i9!»g 
many  other  caufes  of  that  eXiqe&» 

«  That  the  )ik  o£  peofious  on  tihe  iflb  of  J^o^ary.  1  jMi^  n^xiiii 
io.h?ivc  eiicreafed  to  the  wnotiDt  o£  0,289]*  p«r..aottpro>^dttJ- 
live  of  inihtary  penfion^,  4nd  <h»rgc«  v^der  tji  b^d :o£  iwidttitr 
on  the  civil  e/kbliihment,  w4^<ii^^'^^^^^'^^^^^  fi^  officcB, 

botb  of  which  are  ^bftsoUallypeoiioi]^;  9fi2mgir€;^£tlhim.tjbe, 
pcnfioji  lift  of  England*  mi^h  equal  tp  half  of  th^.q)mvg64.oQ.  the 
cijrilcft^liftwjent;  cvcb. In. its gfefent, enlarged  ftaie»  aiS  expect 
ing  by  7'oooh  in  one  yeac^;theQbar;ge  of.pen&^M  on,  tl^oteAai-. 
blifciaeot  for  two  yearly  enitngtady-day  1757^  ^^n,tl^.Ct)ia- 
inoii^  unammoi|fly  yot/ed.  tha^  charge  aa  i«pro.videiit  ^fpo&ioa 
of>the  reveowe*  an  injury  to  xhtX^vowDf  and  delrimejtijtail.to  the 
public.  *.  •  ■  •     . 

"  That  the  penfions  placed  on  the  civil  eftablifhment  fince  thflL 
24th  (fay  of;£ebruaTy,  X784>  cxclwfiye  of  tbofe  graot^  ialifi^u  or 
exchange  of  former  pen&ona^  wbkb  have  ceafed^  amowNt.  tot 
i7)(>ooL  peraanum — ^tba^tmanyof  the  penfioni. have  l^ecn grant- 
ed to  members  of  this  Houfs  during  tbe  pleaTure^of!  the.Ctownt 
in  violat'ido  of  the  principles  ctfUfe  cooftitution,  ai^d;  the  honour 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  ' 

^*  That  hifl  Majefty's  fervams.in  Iceland  are  igaoiantotthr 
cau&s  and  confiderations  which  indticcditlicgraails  ofjodKc.pc9» 
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£bns  witHn  fhe  ribore  period,  and  amounting' to  a  conliderable 

^  *♦  ITiat  a  fyftcm  of  bartering  peniions  htely  eftabHfhed»  is  be- 
come an  obje^k  of  untverfal  cOmpkint ;  that  the  pemtcioEis  con- 
feqnences  of  this  barter,  extend  even-fmther  than  an  abufe  of  the 
royal* bounty,  and  an  injury  of  the  chara6ler  of  the  ParUament 
mad  Government  of  this  country,  as  it  involves  the  praftice  of 
dianging  the  names  of  perfons^  for  whofe  lives  pcnfions  were  for- 
merly granted  $  of  fubftituting  in  the  place  of  thoTe  who  are  ad- 
vanced in  years,  the  names  of  very  young  perfbns,  and  of  con- 
timiiDg  the  penfions  for  the  lives  of  fuch  young  perfons — a  prac- 
tice which  muft  effeftiially  prevent  the  dimmntion  of  the  prelcnt 
penikni  lift,  and  perpetrate  a  charge  that  is  one  of  .the  greatefb 
burdens  on  the  eftabliihment. 

,  ■  **  That  at  the  commencement  of  the  Adminiftratiori  of  the  late 
Jjord  Lieolenant,  the  fum  of  400ol.was  added  to  the  (alary  of 
the  Chief  Governor  of  this  kingdom,  and  ^oooh  to  that  of  his 
Principal  Secretary ;  that  notwitfaftanding  this  increafe  of  falaries 
the  fum  charged  .for  one  year,  ending  Lady-day,  1787,  as  ex- 
pended on  bmldings  and  gardens  in  the  Phcsnix-^rk,  is  nearly 
equal  in  amount  to  half  the  falary  of  the  Chief  Governor,  cx- 
dufive  of  the  charge  incurred  fince  Lady-day,  1 783,  of  43,936]. 
by  purchafing  houfes  in  the  Park  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  and  his  Secretary,  and  by  paying  falaries  and 
other  expeaces^  attending  the  Park  ;  and  to  the  above  Aims  are  to 
lie  added,  two  annuities  or  peniions,  making  together  750I. 
granted  for  fives,  and  charged  on  the  eftabliihment,  for  the  pur- 
pofeof  compleating  the  purchafe  of  houfes  in  the  Park  for  the 
Chief  and  another  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 

**  That  we  caifnot  refrain  from  ^prefling  our  apprehendons 
tahi&Majefty,  that  th«fhii  effect  produced  by  th^  liberal  grant 
of  his  Commons,  in  fupport  of  the  dignity  of  the  fituation  of 
Principal  Secretary,  will  be  a  charge  on  the  eftabliihment  of  this 
kii»gdo«),  of  a  pen£on  to  the  petfon  who  enjoyed, 'under  the  Go- 
vernment bf  the  late  "Viceroy,  the  great  and  various-emoluments 
ckf'that  office — a  meafure,  which  we  deprecate,  as  pregnant  with 
a  two-fold  evil  to  '  this-  country-^-aii  immediate  encreafe  of  the 
public  burdens,  and  an  eflablifhed  precedent  for  fimilar  charges  in 
£iture. 

•*  That  we- have  rcaftfn  to  apprehend  that  fuch  pen£on  is  to  be 
fbLenovmous-astto  exceed  confiderably  the  fum  which,  by  thelaws 
of  En^aiKi,  can  be  granted' to  any  one  perfon  for  a  likepurpofe, 
cither  at 'the  pr«fenit  or  any  future  period. 

**  That  thd  pfinfions  granted  dwring  the  period  in  which  he  was 
confidential  Secretary,  confiderably  exceed  the  amount  of  thofe 
placed' on*  the  eftabliihment  during  the  Adminiftration  of  any  or 
his/prcdecefibfv,  ibv^tl^e  laft^  twenty  years.  • 
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**  That  after  all  our  efforts  to  reftrs^n  the  grofs  and  repeated 
abufes  inthedifpofitionof  peniions  hare  proved  ineffef^ud,  and 
oiir  expedattona  from  the  promifes  of  ceconomy  on  the  part  of 
his  Majcfty's  miniilers  have  been  uniformly  fruftratedy  we  ha^ 
one  certain  refourcein  his  Majefty's  wifdom  and  judice ;  and  we 
reft  afTuredy  that  we  (hall  obtain  relief  in  an  inftance  in  which  we 
are  peculiarly  the  objeAs  of  his  Majefty's  protedion,  as  the  folc 
authority^  under  which  the  fervantsof  the  Crown  in  thisking-^ 
dom  place  peniions  on  the  eftablifhmenty  is  derived  from  his  Ma« 
jefty's  letters,  counterfigned  only  by  Commiflioners  of  the  Trca- 
fiKj  of  England — officers  who,  from  their  fituation,  cannot  be 
refponiible  to  this  Houfe  for  their  conduA  in  the  application  of 
i   the  revenues  of  this  country*     That  united  with  Greet  Britain^ 
:   by  the  ties  of  common  intcreil  as  well  as  mutual  affe^ion,  we 
ftipplicate  his  Majefty,  as  the  common  father  of  his  people,  gra- 
cioufly  to  permit  his  faithful  and  loyal  fubjeds  of  Ireland  topar- 
tict]^te  in  the  Wnefits  of  the   falutary  regulations  adopted  ia 
Great  Britain  for  t)ie  redudion  of  public  expences;  and  we 
iiraily  rely  on  his  Majefty's  paternal  goodnefs,  that-  he  will  not 
AiSer  his  faithful  fnbjeds  in  this  kingdom,  to  endure  the  (ighal 
mortification  of  obferving  in  the  condudl  of  his  Majefty's  oil- 
sifters  in  England,  continued  exertions  to  eftabllfti  a  permanent 
fyftem  of  the  ftri£ieft  ceconomy,  as  far  as  relates  to  Great  Bri* 
tain,  but  of  experiencing  in  the  arrangements  of  the  fame  mi- 
aifters  refpe^ing  Ireland,  an  uniform  difpofition  to  fan£):ion  un- 
bounded profufion.     Having  thu^,  with  all  humble  fub  million, 
in  difcharge  of  what  we  conceive  to  be  our  indifpenfable  duty, 
laid  before  his  M^yefty  the  (late  of  the  abufes  and  mifapplicati- 
ons  of  a  confiderable  portion  of  the  public   revenues,  we  moft 
humbly  befeech  his  Majefty,  for  redrefs  thereof,  that  h<:  will  be 
gracioudy  pkafed  not  to  grant  a  peniion  exceeding  the  fum  of 
300I.  per  annum,  in  addition  to  the  amount  of  peniions  on  the 
civil  eftabliihment,  on  the  21ft  of  January,  1788,  to  and  for  the  • 
ufe  of  any  one  perfon,  and  that  the  whole  amount  of  the  penii- 
ons granted  in  any  one  year  (hall  not  exceed  the   fum  of  800L 
until  the  whole  Penfion-lift  be  reduced  to  8o,oocL  nor  any  pen- 
fion  granted  after  the  fajd  reduftion  to  or  for  the  ufe  of  any  one 
perfon,  (hall  exceed  the  fum  of  i  2cx>l  per  annum,  except  to  his 
Majefty 's   Royal  Family,  or  on  an  addrefs  of  eiiher  Houfe  of 
Parliament.  , 

"  That  the  abufes  in  the  penfion  lift  had,  by  long  acquief* 
cencc,  acquired  fuch  a  degree  of  ftrength  as  to  render  the  many 
private  virtues  and  acknowledged  conftitutional  principles  of  our 
bte  Viceroy  in  this  inftance,  idmoft  inoperative  and  inefficacious ; 
and  we  have  too  much  reafon  to  apprehend,  that  even  the  good 
intentions  of  our  prefent  Chief  Governor  will  be  fruftratcd,  un- 
Ie(8  his  Excellency's  exertions  to  eftedaate  the  fyftem  of  cecono- 
my are  aided  and  fupported  by  his  M^efty's  gracious  and  de* 
cided  interference,'* 
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Idr.  CoKOLVT.—- 1  io  "i»aft  clieai&By  *»d  h»i*iiy  fti?»nd  the 
i^Uoo  of  my  fion.  frteiid ;  ^4 1  4^fo  ^  xpQre»  becniife  |u$6ift 
motion  wi^  trcatai  with  »«gfc<^,  ythich  »ftlhipg  t^si  fOfp^§  fr<^ 
U^x  eocdd  ment,  andbecajufe  thp  Uw  propofed  by  bha>beifl^j( 
p^  of  the  ^ritifl)  conftitutiQiis  was  denied  to  tbi^  ki^gdofB-    II 
h  IP  vain  for  this  country  (o  fliek  &r  redrefs^  ««  the  (a/nc  ge»^ 
HUH  arcaliyay«cpi»fult€d  upQatlje  arrival  of  a  new  Viceroy  and 
his  Secretary,  the  fame  vieafures  recomfxiendedy  aqd  at  aqy  raM) 
an  mdexnnity  grafted  fqr  \h^  paft*     The  right  hoD*  Seci«tary  hai 
VteAtnfipriDed  o^  afwj  has  adopted  thp  M  fyftem.  of  gotierniBf^ 
this  country.     Docs  he  im^ine  that  geqtkmea  of  eq^al  Jtoow- 
I^ge,  worthy  afKl  integrity,  are  not  \q  be  fomd  pa  thU  fide  of 
the  Hqufe  ?  I  cquW  venture  to  affirm*  that  they  are;,  aitd  thai  thit 
kingdom  could  be  governed  at  half  its  prrfeat  e^spepce.^ — But  *i 
%hi»  fide  of  the  Houfe  b^  ao  other  way  f)f  communicating  tbe\r 
fcotinxents  to  GoverDm^ la^t,  it  ha^  gone  into  a  tr^^e  ftate  of  h&n 
^  yoiiir  iafbraoation,  aud  that  of  the  people,     Fa^  tlial  couI4 
bcproyc3  at  your  bar,  not  to  the.  iatibiai^ion,  b«t  to  the  i9ortH 
&ation  of  the  public. 

^j  the  bad  gorerntpeat  of  A^neriea,  Great  Bntain  has  kifta 
great  part  of  tliat  continent ;  by  the  rapine  and  pkinder  of  hef 
Governors  in  the  £ail  Indies,  (he  had  nearly  la£t  that  oouatiyi 
ly^ich  cod^  nf>w  only  be  jfecnred  to  her  fay  the  jnfttce  and  wtfi 
^m  of  l^er  peers. .  I  IhouJd  be  to  tine  greateft  ^egree  unhappy, 
li  by  the  continued  oppreOWe  and  had  ^OTemment  of  ibis  king' 
AifSif  i|)e  (hoyjd  be  led  to  fpacvdate  about  a  change — I  IhuddBf 
at  the  thpught)  and  hope  that  by  piermitting  the  ikme  oeconomy 
tp  be  adcjp^d  b^re,  «s  is  reported  to  be  going  on  in  Britain,  and 
bj  allawing  this  kingdom  the  feme  falutary  ^nd  eoaffikutionallawsy 
£^rth«  defence  of  her  liberty  and . property — that  time  noiay  nercr 
Gomt ;  and  th8^  (he  may  be  pfifmitted  to  be  governed  b^  the  mca 
«£  the  firil  property  and  chamAeiv  who  cannot  be  bnt  int^refted 
MI  her  w^re,  aJid  not  by  thofe  v^dwjJivc  by,  and  iaugh  at  her  plun* 
4er  j^  that  (he  m^y  be  go.^erned  by  mea»  Wiho  .when  they  make 
feEwswithip  dporsj  are  iure  frfKn'the  good.opin^n  of  .the  pi4>^ 
^to  have  t^itm  execnted  without. 

Captain  B^kCH  f^r^^  fhf  ,^(l  .^atw^l  ,iy^  -  ^f  tye^^ling  tjie 
V)ge  comppfitiqn  that  had,  }nft  b^cn  read,  >Arpulji  h^  tQ  M  it  ^. 
upon  the  table  for  the  perufal  of  ^he  members,  for  ijt  was  cofli- 
pcfedof  fuch  v^riojus  an^.  h^tero^en^tepus  matter,  ^bat  np  man 
1Ka&  prepared  to  fay  whether  the  h6i&  were  t^ue  ^  iaJtfe  i^  thp^ 
might  be  either  from  the  <juvfory  reading  it  hsd.g4^t. ,  He  donbt- 
<i  much  whjether  its  ftatenaents  were,  true,  bMt  he  tvas  v?ry  ctf- 
t£iln  they  were  long. 

Mr.  Masqn  faid  that  he  (hpuld  not  attempt  tc.,l;oyow  tb« 
ko^.  member throijgh  tj^al  vplumeof  mjyfceliapie^  whi^ehh^djuil 
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tetiiWi^i,  btft  (fedtdd  allvcrt  to  tlWt  pirt  df  it  only  wlircli  related 
Wfh<?  great  irtweafe  of  perilfefns^  alleged  to  have  taken  place  ua- 
dc^tlwr  A<fihrnMratk)]|  o(  the  Duie  of  RutTand,  atid  which,  Ik 
6i^f  aitiouQted  tt>  no  iaore  than  lo,oool.  as  the  hon«  member 
WlW  ftdf'ed  the  ^drefs  wctt  knew  j  idthotigh  frorti  the  manner  vk 
i^Mctit  16  worded,  the  public  Aright  p6ifibly  ff6  led  into  a  mif- 
tftkei  atid  fupjpofe  that  it  amounted  to  1 7,oool. 
'  He  *!ckndwledgcd  that  fhc  fum  of  io,o6o1,  was  a  very  great 
iflcrcafe  in  fo  ftort  a  time ;  but  he  Jfeiflcrted  that  more  than  one 
half  of  that  incrcafc  was  in  confeqticftee  of  the  addrefles,  on  the 
|>revte>u9  approbation  of  the  Houfe,  of  the  perffion  of  3006I.  a 
rear  gmntcdfo-  Lord  P«y,  a*id  tKat  of  2,500!.  a  year  granted  to 
Mr.  Gerard  Hamflton,  in  order  to  brrng  back  to  this  kingdom 
the  office  of  the  ChanccBorof  the  Exchequer-^a  mcafur?  whic^ 
kn  already  proved  of  fuch  fignal  advantage  to  the  country. 
Thcfe  |>eMionff,  he  fiiid,  amounted  to  5,500!.  and  that  therefore 
•fewasev^tdent,  t'hat  of  the  increafe  of  10,000!.  during  theDulcc 
rf  Rutland's  Admin iftration,  5,590!.  fhould  be  placed  to  the  ac- 
OMint  of  £hc  Houfe  of  Commons,  and'  4,500!.  only  to  that  of 
Government.  ' 

Hefaid  tlrat  it  was  eafy  for  any  gentleman  who  wiflied*  to  ex- 
patiate on  the  enormous  increafe  of  penlipns,  to  fingle  out  fom'c 
(articular  period  which  would  anfwer  his  purpdfe ;  but  to  pu| 
that  matter  in  a  feir  light,  he  (hould  itate  to  the  Houfc  the 
amount  of  pcnfions  on  the  21ft  of  January  laft,  compared  witH 
the  amount  of  them  at  Lady-day,  1777;  *^  appears  from  the 
papers  on  the  table  that  the  ambunt  of  penfions  on  the  21ft  of 
January  was  96,289!.  that  the  amount  at  Lady-day,  1777,  '^^ts 
^8,245!.  fo  that  there  was  ^n  increafe  on  the  2 1  ft  of  January  rf 
8044!. — But  there  had  !)een  granted  within  tliat  period,  in  coi*- , 
fcqilence  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Houfc,  a  pcnfion  of  800I-  a 
year  to  the  Ganible  family — one  of  2000!.  to  the  family  of  Lord 
Chief  Baron  Burgh — one  of  3000I.  to  Lord  Pcry — and  one  of 
2,5boU  to  Mr.  Gerard  Hamilton — amounting  in  the  whole  to 
9,3[ool.  arid  exceeding  by  the  fum  of  1,256!.  the  whole  increafe 
of  penfions  ui  more  than  ten  years  and  three  quarters,  ending  oa 
the  2ift  of  January ;  fo  that  if  the  Houfe  had  not  called  upon 
the  Crown  to  grant  thefe  penfions,  inftead  of  an  increafe  of 
8,044!.  there  would  Have  appeared  on  that  day  a  decreafe  of  i>2661«  * 
He  concluded  by  calling  upon  any  gentleman  to  controvert  hig 
ftatementsif  he  couldi.and  appealed  t9  the  candour  and  good 
fenfe  of  the  Houfe,  whether  under  thefe  circumftances  the  in- 
creafe of  penfions  was  fo  enormous  as  to  juftify  the  meafure  that 
was  then  prt>pofed  ? 

"The  Chancellor  of  the  ExcHEQUiiR.— It  was  a  wife  prin- 
ciple of  parlianientary  order,  that  every  propofition  which  is  in- 
troduced-for  dlfcuilioft  fliould  be  as  fimple  as  poiSble ;  but  I  lie- 
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Seve  thert  never  was  fo  complicated  or  confafed  a  bttiifteflbroa^t 
before  any  Honfe  of  Parliament »  as  that  which  is  now  ol^red  by 
the  honourable  gentleman.     No  man  can  fay  whether  what  it 
ftates  be  fadb  or  not.     It  confifts  of  an  hundred  different  afierti# 
ons.     It  aflerts  that  his  Majefty  intends  to  grant  a  certain  pen* 
fion.     Who  knows  that  he  does  ?     It  fays  that  his  M2^efty*s  fer- 
▼ants  are  ignorant ;  which  is  neither  very  true  »or  very  civil.     It 
fays  that  the  expences  of  Government  have  increafed ;  the  fa^  is 
otherwife — for  this  year  they  have  fallen  lo^aof.     It  afiiimel 
and  ftates  a^btifes  contrary  to  h^  and  to  the  expreffed  fenfe  of  Par« 
Eament ;  and  then  it  calk  on  the  Houfe  to  pledge  itfelf  to  aa 
hundred  things  at  once.     It  next  goes  into  detail,  and  calls  mea- 
fiires  improvident  which  were  done  under  the  fpecial  direftion  01 
the  Houfe.     It  fays,  our  penfion-liii  is  greater  than  that  of  Eng* 
land,  though!  believe  the  honourable  gentleman  would  be  hard* 
fet  to  (hew  that  fa(ft,  and  yet  he  calls  upon  the  Houfe  to  ^rfDrra 
It:  It  charges  the  late  Lord  Lieutenant  with  additions  to  the 
penfion  lift,  which  were  incurred  by  Lord  Northington  :  It  pror 
pofes  to  the  Houfe  to  cenfure  its  own  aft,  in,  providing  a  refidencc 
for  the   Lord  Lieutenant.     In  ftiort,  I  do  not  know  what  it 
does  not  affert  or  propofe,  but  I  know  that  fuch  a  farrago  was 
never  offered  to  any  affembly* 

But  the  great  jet  of  the  refolution  is  to  throw  a  cenfure  upon 
the  former  Secretary,  Sir,  I  maintain  that  a  more  honed  man,  a 
more  faithful  fervant  of  the  Crown,  or  a  more  zealous  friend  to 
this  country  never  held  an  office  under  Government  j  I  know  he 
was  a  man  of  truth  and  virtue,  and  whether  he  is  to  get  a  provi- 
sion or  not,  I  am  fure  he  deferves  it.  His  zeal  and  attention  to 
the  welfare  of  this  country  had  nearly  coft  him  his  life,  and  great- 
ly impaired  his  fortune, 

Mr.  CoRRY  faid  the  fubiiance  of  the  queft?on  before  tBc 
Honfe  was,  whether  the  expenditure  of  the  late  Adminiftration 
deferved  cenfure  or  not.  It  would  be  unpardonable,  he  faid,  in 
htm,  on  a  ground  which  he  had  fo  often  gone  over  before  in  the 
detail,  to  enter  into  the' particulars  of  the  addrefs,  ©rto  involve, 
the  Houfe  in  figures.  No  man  could  juftify  the  profufion  anJ 
expences  of  the  late  miniftry  ;  and  he  was  one  who  thought  it  his 
.duty  to  join  in  exprtfling  his  dlfappiobatlon  of  it  in  the  extreme. 
He  wjuld  not  detain  the  Houfe  longer  than  to  fay,  that  he  gave 
the  motion  of  his  honourable  friend  his  hearty  fupport. 

Captain  Burgh  moved  the  queftion  of  adjournment. 

Mr.  CuRRAN  expreffed  his  indignati<»n  at  the  motion  for  acP 
journment  on  fuch  a  fubjedl,  and  at  fuch  a  time.  He  defcribed 
the  fituation  of  England  and  Ireland,  with  refpe^t  to  penfions. 
He  ftated  the  public  revenue  of  Ireland,  as  fpeclfically  appro- 
priated by  feveral  a£ts  that  created  it ;  in  defiance  of  which  a6ts 


Digitized 


by  Google 


J7?SJ  D    E    B    A    T    E    S*    ^  -367 

the  public  funds  had  been  unifonnly  applkd  in  paying  the  wages 
of  public  proftitutioii.  He  did  not  wonder  it  fbould  hav€  been 
*  fo,  while  that  lift  remained  unlimited  by  law*  He  obferved  on 
the  deprcilion  of  the  people,  and  the  confequent  low  ftate  of  their 
reprcfentation.  Government  here  had  been  fupported,  not  by  aa 
unreprefented  people,  but  by  a  few  proprietor^  of  thofc  unforla- 
natc  members  of  Parliament,  who  were  hired  or  transferred  for 
the  benefit  of  their  ov^ers,  and  who  ftood  not  as  reprefentativci^ 
but  as  plunderers,  between  the  people  and  the  Crown,  Heiice« 
lie  faid,  enormous  levies  were  extorted  from  the  fubjcA;  yet 
thieved  from  by  the  numerous  hands  they  pafled,  fmall  was  the 
pittance  that;  made  its  way  to  the  real  fervice  of  the  ftate.  All 
the  public  fervice  had  ever  got  was  the  fcanty  relics  of  private 
profligacy  and  fpoliation.  The  oppieflion,  he  faid,  was  aggra- 
vated by  the  charadlers  0/  the  greater  part  of  our  former  Gk>- 
vernments— without  talents,  or  independence,  or  virtue.  Yet 
notwathftanding,  he  faid,  our  anccftors  had  made  ftruggles  under 
thefe  6pprcifions,  when  they  were  much  fmaller  than  they  are.  He 
read  from  the  journab  the  refolutipns  of  the  Houfe,  which  ftated 
the  then  amount  of  penfions  as  an  improvident  and  unconftttu^ 
tional  wafte  of  the  public  treafure.  He  then  adverted  to  the 
prefent  time — that  lift  had  now  fwelled  to  near  ioo,oooL  a 
greater  burden  on  this  poor  country^  than  Great  Britain,  with 
all  her  refources,  thought  herfelf  able  to  endure.  He  ftated  tJic 
prefent  diffufion  of  knowledge  in  Ireland ;  we  were  become  more 
a  people,  more  fenfible  cf  our  wrongs,  as  ^vell  as  of  our  rights. 
The  public  were  taught  to  look  up  to  the  prefent  Adminiftratioo, 
He  dwelt  on  the  fplendor  of  their  entry  and  their  rccoptioii, 
and  the  public  applaufes  given  them  in  advance.  The 
people  had  been  flattered  with  the  hope  of  general  ceconoroy  and 

reformation. ^The  public  barque,  toffed  for  years  on  a  deluge 

of  venality  and  corruption,  thought  at  length,  it  found  an  Arafat 
to  reft  on — ^and  hailed  the  bird  that  approached  it  as  the  harbinger 
of  refpite  and  of  fafety.  He  could  not  but  lament,  he  faid,  that 
thefe  fond  prefages  were  of  fo  Ihort  duration.  But  unlefs  the 
public  was  infatuated, .  he  faid,  they  muft  feel  that  their  applaufc 
and  gratitude  were  premature.  He  feared  the  right  honourabJc 
Secretary  had  been  rather  precipitate  in  taking  the  part  he  did, 
and  fo  ungracioufly,  in  fubjeds  that  regarded  Only  our  internal 
regulation.  On  fuch  occafions,  he  could  not  fee  the  wifdom  df 
committing  the  charader  of  an  Adminiftration — ^yet  the  right  ho- 
nourable member  had  done  fo  j  he  had  done  fo  by  the  perfonalpait 
he  took  with  refped  to  the  South  of  Ireland.  Though  an  utter 
ftrangcr  to  our  fituation,  his  foot  fcarcely  dry  upon  our  fhorc,  the 
fir  ft  proof  he  gave  of  his  fagacity  and  humanity,  was  the  difmiflal» 
the  rcje£^ion  from  our  bar,  of  a  wounded  and  a  fupplicating  na- 
tion. The  right  honourable  meniber's  exploits  were  not  lefs  diC- 
tinguifiicd  in  the  North.     That  city  that  ftood  eminently  diftiia- 


Digitized 


by  Google 


iS»  PARfclAl^EflTAliY         liiii^, 

r'  'ffie'd  for  licr  bf^vtiy  in3  irtaclimeJnl  tolAe  eoifcStiWiftb,  wafe, 
^  a  ffhgle  tfafh  ot  af  cWk  iii  ofSce,  diafrftnth'Med,  Wdidift  ev6a 
<h^"  forrriality  of  ehqiu^  cfr  iccitfation — ^hir  ri^ts  wlfrt  rtf^o 
c^ered  on  degrading  termd— arid  the  bafe  boofi  w^  fpiirrted  ki 
#rth  a  l^irft  \e(!)n'thy  of  L'oft'docfcfeffy  ?  Ahd  aftef  "all,  as  ff  t& 
ftretch  of  power  was  ei:<^rttd  ffit^rtlV  to  trWe  wJth  the  contoop 
■  lit s  were  reftored 

k^id.  Admirti^i^rti,  _    -_-_,    ^ ^_    „._. 

kfngdoAi,  by  freatmg  i 
polls  w7th  ftifl  more  fignal  outrage  ^nd  conlem))!.     'I%Ta  city,  that 
bafd  given  ^Vei7  teft  of  eonftden<ie  ittd  dtf^tfibn  ih  advan(ic>  pcTi- 
tioned  agiinft  aA  'odi6u3  liift'ittitfbh  formed  for  iHtte  ^li'rpofe  of  in- 
ntiencing  the  fordid  cdrpoVation  and  over-iwibg  the  citfzeh ;  h^r 
chargfes  wefe  h^ard,  and  pi'oved — ^t  fstw  the  load  of  ekpence— 
of  brtrtat  dvitt^'gc — the  general  abhorrence  ^  and  yet  ihk  flikfcic- 
fti!  funti  af  patronage  and  oppreffioh  wa5  retamed  and  eklcffdii 
He  then  ftated  the  complaints  of  ptibllt  cxtra^agdtibe  fttid  tioli- 
tton  of  tlie  cohftituttoii  in  the  late  AdminiftVation,  and  afk^ed, 
v^hix^h  of  tWe  had  ton  dircontinu'ed  6r  renfedied  tti  t^iis  ?    As 
^  the  late  Viceroy,  he  refpfefted  fiis  perfbrtil  virtues,  and  tamebt- 
^  hfs  Pate— his  miniifersr  ought  to  ihdUVn  6vet  his  hearfe,  but  he 
coilld  not  fuffer  either  them,  or  hib  meafuyes,  to  find  ftiblter  under 
his  pall.;    He  tlien  begg'ed  leaVe  to  Biding  into  view,  to  the  f i^ht 
Bbnotiratle  gentleman,    the   gi^evancek  ilated   in  the  propofeiJ 
Sddre'fs,  and  the  profeffions  df  this  Adminiftnitidn.    Jfe  h'adpiit 
himfelf  upop  a  ground',  from'  \Vhidh  h^  cdtild  not  recfedfe  without 
Brihgin,^  cithbr  honour  or  igrlominy  oh  the  pfefefit  Adihh^iftra- 
tioh.  The  people  could  not  be  fo  grofsly  fmpdfed  ori,  as  rJot  tofce 
that  an  iiiftance  or  two  of  ligoiir  againft  the  deRriC^uency  of  i'rtdl- 
v^'dualsr,  viras  no  better  than  paHiality  and  oppjt'efliori,  if  not  fbJ- 
lowtd  further.     The  point  of  the  prefent  addrefs  wad  a  defaand. 
cff  the  d)naitution  of  GreatBritain— a  laW  to  limit  the  amount 
of  penfibiTs.  Ifke  her's — a  law  to  preserve  the  purity  of  Farlia- 
rhfent  llkfe  hev*s— alaw  to  check  the  corrupti6*n  and  prefumptioi 
there — if  he  oppofed  flicb  a  law,  he  woiild  fink  his  own  ch'afaft^ 
and  that  of  his  Principal  lower  th&n  the  mean  ell  of  his  pYedeccf- 
fors.     He  Was  fhocked,  he  faid,  to  hear  the  right  ho nottrablt 
gentleman  d<,'clare,  that  Ke  thought  the  limitation  of  penfions  i 
violation  of  the  prerogative.     Where  did  the  honourable  gen- 
tle rricinr  learn  t*hat  it  was 'not  the  gldiy  of  prerogative,  to  be  fap- 
ported-,  and  to  be  reftrained  by  law  ?     Or  W^ere  did  lie  learn  that 
the  prerogative  of  the.  father  of  his  people  cbftfifted  in  lea vingr 
^t  the  difcVetioft  of  an  Irifh 'Secretary,  to  confound  tlie  bafe  afia 
the  wotthy — to  encoiirage  and  revvard  every  human  turpitude — 
to  p'afnper  the  wonhlefs,  and  to  plunder  the  induftiious?    fife 
laid,  the  prefent  Adrriin'iftration  were  bourtd  to  adopt  the  additfi 
by  their' profeffion's,  ai^d  by  their  intereft,  if  they  meant  to  go- 
vern this  country  witli  honour  to  themfelvc»»    Th^  country 
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tirould  fupport  an  upright  AdmbiftratioD.  It  would  be  fupport- 
td  by  every  man  of  real  worth,  and  talents,  in  that  Houfe.  Hfe' 
then  dire<&ed  his  addrefs  to  the  gentlemen  of  confideration,  oa 
the  other  fide-r— he  knew  their  fenfations  at  that  momenti— ^he 
knew  the,  feeHngs  of  virtue,  and  of  fliame,  that  were  ftruggling 
in  their  breafts-^he  knew  the  principle  on  which  many  of  them 
hejjd  places,  the  emoluments  of  which  they  defpifed — ^but  they 
hejd  them  fropi  the  well-grounded  fear  of  their  falling  into  bafer 
hands ;  he  therefore  called  upon  them  to  redeem  themfclves  from 
the  awe  in  which  their  honour  was  held,  by  the  venality  of  the 
mean  and  contemptible — he  conjured  them  to  redeem  themfelves 
from  the  (hame  of  fitting  with  fuch  affoclates,  as  went  into  that 
Houfe  for  bread — -who  voted  for  pay — who,  not  daring  to  utter 
their  own  fentiments,  yet,  prefumed  to  atter  thofe  of  the  people, 
whom  they  were  hired  to  betray.  He  infilled  oa  the  various 
grievances  ftated  in  the  addrefs,  and  he  concluded  with  befeeching 
the  Houfe  not  to  add  to  the  mortification  of  the  people,  by  pre- 
venting their  grievances  from  being  heard  by  their  Sovereign,  by 
whom  they^are  unredfeffed,  merely  becaufe  they  are  unknown. 

Mr.  B.ROWNE  (of  theCoUege)  apologized  for  fpeaking  on  fo 
exhaufted*  a  fubje<Sl,  as  he  had  never  uttered  a  word  on  it  before, 
Hot  even  fo  far  as  to  declare  he  would  never  take  a  penfion. 
However,  having  perfii'aded  himfelf  at  lead,  that '  he  was  ade- 
quate to  making  and  keeping  fuch  a  promife  if  necelfary,  and 
might  venture  into  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  book  [Sir 
Henry  Cavendlih's]  he  wifhed  to  perfutide  other  gentlemen  to 
coincide*  To  fpeak  in  favour  of  oeconomy  in  that  place  was 
certainly  a  defperate  talk ;  no  lefs  than  to  endeavour  to  perfuade 
a  very  confidefable  part  of  that  Houfe  to  relinquifh  a  very  con- 
fiderable  part  of  their  incomes :  To  prefer  accufation  to  the  ac- 
cufed  themfelves/  and  beg  of  guilt  to  pafs  its  own  fentences.  H^ 
recoUeded  but  one  fimilar  inftance,  which  was' of  a  college  of 
Cardinals,  who  entreatdd  a  Pope  to  burn  himfelf,  and  what  was 
odd  the  Pope  did  it ;  let  who  can  here  flatter  himfelf,  that'  he  will 
prevail  on  gentlemen  to  fine  and  amerce  themfelves  for  their 
offences.  What  can  give  fpirit  to  an  addrefs  on  the  fubjedl  ? 
Why,  the  hope  that  repeated  efforts  will  at  length  enfure  fuccefs 
— ^the  fenfe  that  thefe  attempts  controul,  if  they  do '  not  amend ; 
the  hope  that  there  may  be  fomewhere  a  latent  fpark  of  virtue, 
that  will  catch  the  fi^nle  ;  fome  generous  vibration  of  the  mind 
that  will  harmonize  to  the  ftfoke  ;  tiiat  we  may  recall  perhaps 
fome  one  finner  to  repentance  ;  but  even  IF  thefe  hopes  were  vain, 
who  could  fit  filent,  and  hear  futile  and  hacknied  objedions  with- 
out reply.     Indignatio  facit  verfus. 

We  are  firft  told,  faid  he,  in  the  language  of  Macbeth,  "  you  , 
cannot  fay,  we  did  it."     No !  but  we  fay,  yoH  fuffer  it.     You 
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•re  guilty  of  omiflive  injnftice.  You  look  on,  and  fee  the  wrong* 
of  others.  What  does  this  language  amount  to  ?  The  abfencc 
of  pofitive  injury  is  made  a  claim  of  merit.  The  vices  of  former 
Admi  mil  rations  are  fet  up  as  pleas  in  bar  to  the  virtues  of  the 
prefent.  You  defend  yourfelves  not  on  principles  of  reafon, 
but  on  principles  of  ancitnt  dtpravlty. 

Next  comes  the  argument  of  promifed  osconomy,  as  yet  it  Is 
in  promife — ^but  fuppofe  it  fulfilled,  ceconomy  is  not  retrench- 
ment— it  is  anfwer  at  crofs  purpofes.  We  complain  of  intolera- 
ble pad  and  exifting  expences,  and  you  promife  future  ceconomy. 
We  a(k  you  to  lighten  our  burden,  and  you  anfwer — it  fhall  not 
be  encreafed ! 

The  royal  bounty,  fay  gentlemen,  is  not  to  be  reftrained. — 
No  !  let  there  be  fund  fuificient  for  the  reward  of  merit,  and  the 
ind'jlgence  of  the  Sovereign's  afft<Slion.  We  wifti  not  to  reftrain, 
but  to  defend  the  Crown — to  defend  it  from  venal  rapacity,  ex- 
torting, by  an  abiiie  of  a  power  given  by  the  people,  an  income 
which  is  neither  the  premium  of  fervice,  nor  the  offspring  of 
afFtffclon. 

It  is  faid,  if  you  limit  the  penfion  lift,  it  will  always  be  filled 
up  to  that  limit.  That,  he  faid,  had  been  provided  for  by  his 
friend's  bill.  There  was  uo  reafon  why  it  fhould  be  filled  to  that 
limit.  But,  if  unlimited,  it  would  probably  be  always  far 
beyond  it. 

That  no  new  taxes  had  been  impofed,  was  a  great  boaft,  but 
the  expences  had  exceeded  the  revenues,  although  140,000!.  had 
been  obtained  by  a  kind  of  pettifogging  finance,  on  a  Condition 
of  Equalizing  expence  to  income.  JSut  before  this  feflion,  the 
invention  of  taxation  had  been  almoft  exhaufted,  nor  can  we  thank 
men  for  not  {proceeding  further,  when  perhaps  the  difabillty  of 
tlie  nation  made  it  impoffible.  Taxation  had  j-efted  upon  every 
l;\il  that  wafts  our  commodities  abroad,  had  clogged  the  wheels  of 
juib'ce,  had  crept  Into  the  cabin  of  every  pcafant,  in  the  fhapc 
of  licence,  had  threatened  the  neccffaries  of  life,  and  the  foundz- 
tions  of  manufadlure — hud  defcended  to  the  meaneft  objects, 
market  women,  and  butcher's  boys— brothels  and  night  houfes-- 
places  which  the  grave  Conr.mifiioners  of,  the  Revenue  would 
not  iiifFer  t;v:ir  fervants  to  viiit,  and  which  none  but  a  police-man 
was  fit  to  ent?T.  The  world  had, pitied  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
cbequer  for  all  the  dirty  ideas  of  taxalion,  whofe  tranfit  he  was 
forced  to  faffer  over  his  mind,  '       ^ 

But  how  is  the  abfence  of  new  taxes  an  anTwer  to  the  charge 
of  prcfcnt  extravagance  ?  That  does  not  prevent  the  people  frt)nt 
feting  that  many  of  the  prelcnt  taxes  are  unnecefiary.  They 
art"  not  the  purchafe  of  vidlory,  nor  of  peace,  nor  of  commerce 
— but  of  corruption  ! — Bribery  runs  in  different  fhapes — all  tan- 
tamount to  penfion,  through  every  item  of  the  public  accounts. 
Jt  is  impofiible  to  catch  this  e.el  of  penficn  by  the  tail.     So;rc- 
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times  itglcws  itfclf  to  the  concordatum — or  falls  into  the  uici* 
dents— or  happens.  Lord  knows  how,  to  be  in  the  military  con-. 
'  tingcncie*— or  creeps  into  a  bag  or  baiket  in  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery—or it  turns  to  a  political  fnail,  and  after  having  dragged 
itfelf  a  fuffieient  time  through  its  own  filth,  creeps  into  a  houfe  i 
or  extravagance  becomes  a  gardener  and  makes  gravel  walks,  or 
a  confedioner,  and  (belters  itfelf  in  an  icehoufe ;  and  then  come* 
i  little  hobbling  oeconomy,  but  fo  (habby  and  fo  paltry,  that 
tvery  one  is  amamed  to  keep  company  with  it,  except  fome 
poor  bfeggars  in  the  Iloufe  of  Indullry  who  want  a  roof  over 
their  heads,  or  fome  wretched  woman  who  wants  a  little  concor* 
d^um,  or  fome  poor  petitioner  for  parliamentary  bounty,  or  fome 
religious  people  vyho  want  a  place  in  which  to  pray.  But  much 
parade  about  this  wretched  ceconomy,  much  founding  of  the 
J)raifes  a  parfimony  of  Government-;  a  little  dwarfifh  ceconomy 
ftands  on  the  battlements,  merely  to  tell  what  gigantic  prodiga- 
Iky  lives  within  thccaftle  ;  and  then  great  exa(Snefs  in  the  ac- 

.<    fitunts,  firil  millions,  and  then   fliillings,    pence  and   farthings; 

\  Myriads  of  gold  are  ftrewed  over  the  rich  extenfive  fielda  of  pro- 
digality, and  you  attempt  to  hide  the  wafte  behind  a  heap  of 
.farthings.  ^ 

He  proceeded  to  notice  the  objedlon,  that  the  penfion  lift  had 
been  in  a  great  meafure  filled,  in  confequence  of  parliamentary 
addrefTcs  ;  he  faid  it  was  not  true  as  to  one-fourth.  The  diflinc- 
tion  between  fuch  penfions  and  the  refl  was  evident ;  no  one  conl- 
plained  of  that  part  of  the  catalogue ;  fo  far  it  was  the  roll  of 
fame.  As  far  as  it  is  filled  with  the  objefts  of  public  reward,  or 
of  the  Sovereign's  love,*faid  he,  we  do  not  complain.  If  it  is  deco- 
i'ated  with  the  bright  honours  of  naval  or  of  mihtary  glory,  let 
the  laurel  of  viAory  (hade  it  from  eveiy  withering  glance.  If  we 
fee  in  it  the  names  of  any  branch  of  the  Royal  Houfe  of  Brunf- 
wick,  we  rejoice  In  our  Sovereign's  joy,  and  are^  glad  that  every 
gem  about  his  throne  (hould  fparkle  in  its  purefl  brilliancy.  If 
this  Houfe  had  (hewn  its  veneration  for  any  illuftrious  (hade,  for 
Virtue  immaturely  extinguilhed,  or  long  and  faithful  domeftic 
fervices,  honour,  and  fame  and  gratitude  (hall  weep  over  the 
Aame,  and  wipe  out  the  bafe  obje6tion  of  any  calumniator.  There 
is  another,  the  mourning  maiden,  nurit  in  hope,  facrificed  in  the 
ravages  of  death  to  poverty  and  difappointment,  daughter  perhaps 
of  one  you  all  loved.  She  too  has  a  claim  fiipreme,  and  her  tears 
(hould  be  wiped  away  by  pubKc  tendernefs.  Thefe  are  figures 
that  (lart  from  the  fond,  and  meet  eveiy  eye  i  but  who  are  they 
that  follow  ?  Men  whofe  merits,  and  whofe  claims  are  unknown* 
Whofe  very  exiftence  is  dubious;  Who  mock  the  eye  of  fcru- 
tiny,  and  defy  inveftigation.-i— George  Charles  and  fuch  like. 
And  then  come  a  numerous  bartd,  well  known  indeed,  but  known 
fcy  difgraee,  and  degradation;  the  pubhc-'and  profeifed  depen- 
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dants  of  tlie  Crown,  rewarded  wrthout  iervice,  aVi8  ^ingniftcd 
without  honour.  Thofe  Pedarian  fenators  wlio  f^ow  ttfe  mi- 
nider  in  hfs  goings  out  and  his  comings  in  ;  the  ifidVcrt  df  the 
J^evious  queftion,  and  the  movers  of  adjournment,  and  tlifefatKcti 
of  perplexing  amendments,  and  the  tribes  that  lie  in  jrffnbufh  to 
call  lincerity  to  ordtr  ;  and  the  ftarlings  that  are  taught  to  vdcSc- 
rate  qucftion,  qiieflion.  What  claim  have  they  to  appear  in  the 
.  table  of  pubh'c  lioerality  ?  What  exploits  have  they  performed  ? 
What  political  wifdom  fhewn  ?  What  fatigues  have  they  under- 
gone, fave  the  watchings  of  political  catnpaignrf,  dr  tlie  cotiliiig 
down  from  the  convivial  board,  at  a  late  hour  of  iii|!it,  to  obey 
the  mandate  of  corruption.  Unworthy  and  humiliating  ib'tie. 
Voting  without  opinion,  and  fupporting  councils  wKich  they 
TteiLher  guide  noj,  know.  There  are  among  them,  men  who  ifthcy 
had  once  looked  back,  on  the  fullied  fragments  of  hereditary 
honours,,  ought  to  have  defpifed  fuch  wages.  If  fortune,  fiiffi- 
cient  to,  feed  dll  the  wantouncfs  of  riot,  if*foftuhe,  and  not  the 
foul  made  men  independent,  they  would  have  been  independent. 
But  they  had  not  pride  enough  to  be  poor.  It  rcqiiires  much 
•pride  to  be  poor.  Pride  that  bears  fo  much'the  ftatnp  and  ima^ 
of  virtue..  Pride  fo  often  the  gqardi?.  ♦  of  male  as  well  as  female 
honour.  Pride  itfelf  is  dead.  We  afic  not  virtue.  We  would 
be  content  with  pride.  I^et  theiti  enjoy  thieir  wretclied  wages  1 
One  thing  they  cannot  have,  and  that  is  the  refpeft  of  the  Kcart. 
.  Rcfpe<5l,  lilie  love,  is  to  be  wcCoed,  not  commanded.  It  deflWth'c 
power  of  intereft.  Thefe  feelings  depend  not  on  ourfeNcs.  So 
Heaven  has  ordained,  for  the  punifRnftent  of  avarice,  and  of  attf- 
bition,  .that  the  movements  of  the  human  he^rt  defy  thepoWer 
of  roan. 

He  then  alluded  to  Mr,  Orde's"  e<pe6led  p^nfion  of  2po6L  a 
year.  This  he  obfervcd  was  a  delicate  fubjeft,  left  he  fhoddd  feem 
to  glance  at  the  memory  of  a  gerterous  and  gallant  man,  whom 
we  all  deplore,  wbofe  heart  m lift  have  difapproved  of  irianV  tnca- 
fures  that  ftole  his  name,  if  he  had  ri6t  been  deceived  by  bad 
minifters,  till  life  hr.d  vanifhed  like  an  idle  di^am.  Of  this  hfs 
miniftcr,  he  was  free  tp  fay,  that  he  appeared' to  him  tb  iiave  led 
on  a  train  of  raeafures,  arbitrary  and  irifidrrtuft.  That  Itit  ttidtA^ 
voiired  in  fhc  infancy  of  commerce,  to'enfnare  th'e  u.rtWai'y  "ft J^ftger, 
and  in  the  fame  net  to  entrap- the  conftitution.  That' by 'attacks 
on  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  of  the  fubjedt,  and  of  Ireland  ingcoc- 
rai,  he  was  conftantly  carrying  on  a  kind  of  predatory  war  igaiiift 
our  dearcft  rights.  Tliat  he  flood  up  boldly,  and  ivbi^^'ed  the 
mifchicf,  and  fafd  aJfuniy  qui  feci.  A  witty  friend  of  his  fij(d 
well  obfcrved,  that  he  ftiould  have  added,' /*«  me  Fraits  dmhis.  Re 
came  forward,  with  a  ridiculous  plan  of  education,  whfch  even 
his  own  friends  now  laugh  at,  aind  with  a  contempt  for  ihe  ertrdi- 
tiou  of  the  fouiitfy,  which  but  flicwed  his  own  ignbt^cciv'and 
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the  (hallowncfs  of  his  obfervations  on  that  country.     Thi§  man, 
he  thought,  j^as  not  an  objefl  of  puWic  reward. 

He  obferved  on  the  mifchiefs  occafioned  by  pienfioners  fitting 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commpns.  The  broad  bafis  of  confidence,  be- 
t^vei^n  the  people  and  Parliament,  melts  away.  It  is  in  vain  to 
attempt  any  ipiproyement  in  a  houfe  thus  cpnftituted.  Let 
argument  come  forward,  with  all  the  ftrength  of  truth,  in  the. 
arniour  of  eloquence,  it  falls  harmlefs  on  their  golden  fiiields. 
They  receive  it  with  truly  Mufcovite  infeniibility.  The  abje£t 
troops  of  the  minifter  have  conquered,  and  wiH  conquer  agairi, 
not  by  the  energy  of  a6^ive  war,  but  becaufe  they  are  infeniible 
of  ftripes  and  wOunda.  To  reduce  the  enormous  influence  of  the 
Crown  in  a  Houfe  fo  conftituted  was  impoffible.  -  Even  iu  another 
country,  where  p^fioners  lay  under  many  reftraints,  which  they 
have  not  here,  the  attempt  which  was  boldly  made  had  met  with 
the  fate  of  the  fabled  matron,  who,  encountering  the  imperial 
power  of  Jove,  peri(hed  in  the  flames  which  herfclf  invited. 

He  profefled  himfelf  a  friend  to  'the  prefent  minider,  [Mr. 
FitZrherbert]  (or  whom  he  h^d  perfonal  refped,  and  \yhqpi  he 
wifhed  to  defend  from  rapacity,  and  from  thofe  fat  rogues,  who 
fay,  **  rob  me,  the  King's  Exchequer." 

He  declared  he  aimed  at  no  man  in  particular  by  any  thing  he 
had  faid,  but,  in  general  all.  Nor  had  he  attacked  that  gene* 
rovis  exert J9^,  :v^hich  endeavours  to  raife  itfelf  with  honour,  (fuch 
IJxertiQns  were  natural  and  generous)  but  that  uiean  fervility, 
i^bich  is  wiUmg  to  rife  by  any  means — at  any  price.  Nor  dfd 
he  ^ifti  to  reftrain  thp  roy^l  bounty,  but  to  prevent  its  being 
abuied  by  thofe  who  extorted  an  income,  that  was  neither  the 
pVemiuO)  of  fervice  nor  the  offspring  ofaffedlion. 

The  queilion  of  adjournment  being  now  called  for  and  put, 
jthe  Houfe  divided, 

Ayes,  —  —  108 

iSToes,  —  —  40  - 

•.■.:.■•> ..>-.  ...>i.L...M!'  -. 

Saturday,  March   i,  1788. 

A  petition  of  the  feflions  grand  jury  of  the  city  of  Dublin  was 
prpfeptejcf  to  the  -lioufe  and  read  j  letting  forth,  that  the  peti- 
jtioivers  arc  much  concerned  to  find  a  meafure  revived  in  Parlaraent 
for  ercCTing  turnpikes  on  the  feveral  ro^ds  and  avenues  to  thig 
metropolis,  leave  being  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  that  purpofe, 
^Qtyvithilandipg  fi»ch  h^. before  met  with  the  .ftrongeft  niarks  of 
jd^lVpprotation  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  and  city  of 
JDubiin  ;'  that  if  fuch  bill  ihould  pafs  into  a  law  it  will  be  attended 
with  the  moft  opprellive  confequences  to  the  citizens  and  manu- 
ftft.urva,rf.thp.city  gf  Dublin,  ^ndQperAte^s  a  tax  ugjbn  their 
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health  and  convenience,  and  in  its  tendency  become  a  grievance 
to  many'  thoufands  of  iniullrioiTS  tradefmcn,  as  by  the  payment 
of  turnpike  rates  the  various  neceflary  articles  of  life  which  arc 
daily  brought  into  this  city,  will  of  corn  fe  be  raifedin  their  price, 
whcieby  the  citizens  and  working  manufadluiers  will  become  exr 
trCme  fuffercrs  under  fuch  unneceflary  law  j  and  therefore  praying 
relief, 

Mr.  Knox  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  order,  a  bill 
to  empower  juftices  at  their  quarter  fefllons  to  determine  in  afum? 
mary  way  aU  difputes  between  party  and  party  for  any  fum  not 
exceeding  the  fum  therein  mentioned  j  which  w^s  received  and 
read  the  firil  time* 

Sir  Lucius  O'Brien  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to 
order,  a  bill  for  the  more  efFedually  preventing  deceits  and  frauds 
in  the  manufa6luring  of  cordage  for  /hipping,  and  Jo  prevent  the 
illicit  importation  of  foreign-made  cordage. 

Alfo  a  bill  for  the  better  afgertainiiig  the  tithes  of  hemp  an4 

Which  were  received  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Mr.  MoLYjjEyx  moved  the  queftion  of  adjournment. 

Sir  Frederick  Flood  faid  he  hoped  that  the  Houfe  woul4 
not  now  adjourn.  That  fome  time  ago  leave  had  been  given  to 
a  right  honourable  gentleman  to  bring  in  a  bill,  for  ercfting  turn- 
pikes on  the  different  roads  leading  to  the  city  of  Dublin  ;  which 
the  right  lionourable  gentleman  had  delayed  bringing  in,  and  on, 
Monday  lad  he  had  given  notice  to  that  right  honourable  gentle- 
man, that  if  he  did  not  bring  in  his  bill  on  a  fpecific  day,  he 
fhould  move  for  the  order  of  leave  to  be  difcharged,  and  he  thea 
promifed  that  he  would  bring  it  in  on  this  day ;  in  confequencc 
of  which  feveral  gentlemen  had  come  down  to  thie  Houfe,  and  aa 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  teen  in  the  HoUfe  and  left 
the  bill  on  the  feat  behind  him,  and  as  the  fubjedi  had  been  dif- 
cuffed  over  and  over  again,  if  the  right  honourable  gentleman  di4 
not  immediately  make  bis  sppearance,  he  fliould  move  that  the 
order  be  difcharged. 

Mr.  Ogle  (pointing  to  the  bill)  afked  was  there  no  one  to 
own  it  ?  Was  it  thrown  on  the  pubhc,  without  any  one  to  father 
it  ?  [at  this  moment  Mr.  Gardiner  made  his  appearance,  J  Oh  J 
faid  he,  here  comes  its  father. 

Sir  Francis  Hutchinson  faid  it  \ws  abfolutely  ncccffary  it 
Should  be  prefented  without  further  delay,  in  order  that  the  mcnU' 
i)ers  might  have  time  to  confider  its  merits. 

Mr.  Gardiner  faid  he  had  been  in  the  Hoi^fe  of  Lords,  where 
^  fiibje^  of  importance  vras  then  debating  ;  and  wher^  d  grea^ 
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number  of  roembers  of  the  Houfe  were  at  that  moment ;  he 
wifhed  to  have  the  bill  difcuffed  in  a  full  Houfe,  but  from  the 
prefent  complexion  of  the.  Houfe,  he  fhould  pollpone  prefenting 
his  bill  till  Monday. 

Mr.  Westby  exprefled  his  aflonlfliment  that  the  right  honou- 
raUe  gentleman  would  perf^vere  in  a  meafure  which  had  been  fo 
often  reprobated,  and  fo  often  rejeftcd  ; 'for  his  part,  hefaid,  he 
fliould  give  the  bill  his  moft  decided  negative,  and  in  doing  fo 
he  fhould  feel  himfelf  highly  gratified,  as  the  wiflies  of  his  con- 
ftitaents  and  his  own  fentiments  perfedlly  coincided  in  refped^  to 
the  meafure  propofed  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman. 

The  queftion  of  adjournment  was  now  put  and  negatived  with- 
•ut  a  divifion. 

Sir  Frederick  Flood  then  moved  that  it  be  an  inftrudion  to 
the  committee  who  were  appointed  to  prepare  the  (aid  bill,  to 
bring  in  the  fame  forthwith. 

■  ,'Mr.  Gardiner  faid,  if  the  honourable  Baronet  would  confent 
/lo  withdraw  his  motion,  he  fhould  prefent  his  bill. 

Sir  Frederick  Flood  confented  to  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  GARmNER  then  prefented  a  bill  for  the  improvement  of 
t  the  principal  avenues  leading  to  the  city  of  Dublin,  by  eftablifh- 
;  ing  turnpikes  thereon  5  which  was  received  and  read  the  firil 
[  <llme. 

He  then  moved,  that  the  bill  be  read  a  fecond  time  on  Monday 
i  next. 

'  Sir  Frederick  Floob  faid  he  fhould  not  infult  the  under- 
rftanding  of  the  Houfe,  by  taking  up  their  time  i;i  entering  into 
the  demerits  of  the  bill,  which  was  the  fame  in  its  principle  as  the 
billreje^ed  in  1785,  1786  and  in  I787,  and  he  fhould  therefore 
-move  that  the  bill  be  read  a  fecond  time  on  the  lil  of  Auguft 
[  next.  / 

Mr.  Gardiner  declared,  for  his  part,  he  was  no  way  interefled 
in  the  meafure,  but  the  landholders  of  the  county  of  Dublin  were 
afleffed  28.  an  acre  to  keep  the  roads  of  the  county  in  repair ; 
and,  he  faid,  there  was  not  a  city  of  its  magnitude  in  Europe, 
that  hasfuch  fhameful  avenues  leading  to-  it,  as  the  city  of  Dub- 
lin has.  He  faid  gentlemen  oppofed  the  bill  is'ithout  having  any 
thing  to  propofe  to  fubftitute  iii  its  room. 

.  The  queftion  tha^  thef  bill  be  read  a  fecond  time  on  the  ifl  of 
Auguft  next,  was  now  put  and  carried  in  the  affirmative,  witk 
wly  one  diffenting  voice.  . 
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Monday,  March  3,  1.788. 

.  Mr.  Denis  Daly  faid  he  rofe  to  prefent  a  petition  on  a  mat- 
ter fo  interefting  to  the  Houfe,  and  which,  he  was  pcrfuaded, 
demanded  their  attention  fo  nuich,  that  he  doubted  not  they 
would  give  it  the  greatell  confideration.  He  would  only  obfervie, 
that  the  petition  did  not  at  ail  interifere  with  the  a6fc  of  Parliament 
for  trying  the  merits  of  contefted  elc6lions.  He  then  moved  the 
Houfe  to  receive  the  petition  of  John  Maxwell,  IZiq. 

Sir  Henry  Cavendish  faid  that  if  the  petition  wcnttorefleft 
in  the  I'eaft  on  the  determination  of  the  commktee,  on  the  Cavan 
clcftfon,  it  would  be  «n  attack  on  the  rights  and  privileges  of  tjiat 
Houfe,  and  the  receiving  the  petition  would  be  contrary,  to  the 
vfa^e  and  law  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  Cur  ran  faid  that  as  the  fele(^  committee  derived  from  law 
an  independent  jurifdidlion,  and  as  their  decifion  was  frnal,  fo 
^heir  proceedings  ought  to  h$  free  and  uninftuenced  ;  hunt  if  the 
Houfe  fhould  refume  a  power  to  review  their  proceedings,  or  in  - 
any  wife  to  cenfure  their  Gondu6^,  there  would  then  be  an  end  of  * 
all  freedom  in  their  proceedings,  and  coufpqucntly  of  all  the  nd- 
vantages  of  the  Grenviile  law.     If  any  members  would  be  mean 
enough  to  a6k  on  commtttee«  under  ftich  circuinftauces,  l^ey    , 
would  be  biaffed  by  that  which  might  happen  to  be  the  prey^iii^ 
power  of  the  Houfe ;  and  decifion§  on  contefted  cleftiqns  would 
hereafter  be  as  little  regulated  by  law  or  equity,  as  they  had  be^n. 
previous  to  the  paffing  of  Mr.  Grenvilk's  hw. 

The  Attorney  General  faid  it  is  true,  the  decifion  of  the 
committee  is  final ;  but  fuppofe  the  petitioner  was  not  fuffcved 
to  produce  witneflts,  or  to  go  into  evidence,  fuppofe  the  cominitr 
tee  had  locked  themfelves  up,  or  afted  in  an  arbitrary  rinj^Bqerj 
fuppofe  it  fliould  appear  that  the  merits  of  the  ele^ipn  ware^Bfvp: 
tried  at  all,  would  not  the  Houfe  even  hear  the  allegations  of  the 
petitioner  ?  Nay,  was  it  not  poflible  that  Mr.  Maxwell  might 
have  a  cafe  fo  ftrong,  that  Parliament  might  pafs  an  a6t  for  his 
relief  ? 

The  queftion  was  put  that  the  petition  be  now  received,  ?a9 
negatived  without  a  division. 

A  petition  of  William  Somervflle,  Efq;  was  prefpntfid  to  Uj* 
Houfe  and  read  ;  fetting  forth,  that  the  petitioner  ,o.n  the  2?tli 
day  of  June,  1784,  was  feizcd  by  viitue  of  a  le^fe  of  livepwil;!'' 
a  covenant  for  perpetual  renewal  of  feveral  houfes  and  grounds 
fituate  in  Abbey-ftreet,  Drogheda-ftrcet  and  Henry-ftreet,  in 
the  city  of, Dublin  ;  viz.  ninehoufes  in  Abbey- ftreet,  from  nurn- 
ber  132  to  number  140,  both  inclufive,  the  entire  w^ft  fide  of 
Drogheda-ftreet,  a  part  of  Prince*s-llreet,  and  the  ground  rent 
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«^  fix  jiouCss  m  Henyy*ftiiettt  4  that  the  hid  boufics  nod  g»)9iiid» 
were  then  in  the  adlaa^  po(f«fiLoa.  of  the  petitioiier'^  uoder^tcD^ials 
wko  Iveld  the  &me  under  kafes  madehy  the  petttioDcr'^  aooe&ooi 
near  a  centory  ago,  at  a  moderate  rent  of  ml.  i^js.  ^d.  forljie 
whole  coocems,  and  the  tenaas  demifed  by  fatd  kafes  were  tbm 
aearly  expired ;  tliat  on  the  faid  28th  day  <^  Juiie»  1^94/ the 
<sommiffiQner<s  for  making  wide  and' conx^enicat  Hreet?,  eattM 
two  jiiries  to  be  fworn  at  the  Tholfel  of  tlw  city  of  Duhlio,  pw- 
fuaat  to  notice  in  the  puhUc  papers,  for  the  ptirpole  of  valuiiB|r 
the  petitioner's  intereft  in  the  prcmifcs ;  that  on  the  :27th  day  of 
06lober  and  24th  day  of  November,  1 7^4,  the  &id  juries,  aft«r 
idtie  and  proper  enquiry,  refpc&ively  met  and  valued  the  intere&s 
of  the  petitioner  in  the   faid  houfes  and  grounds  to  the  iam  of 
7007I.    I  OS.  and  360L  68.  8d.  making  in  the  whokthe  fiim«f 
7367I.    1:6s.  8d.  fiiat  the  petitioner  jfeortly  after  the  laid  a^th 
day  of  Jane,  purfuant  to  an  order  of  :the  faid  comaiifSoners,  £ur- 
m(hed  them  with  a  date  of  his  title,  which*  was -approved  of,  aod 
at  the  fame  time,  purfuant  to  their  order,  the  te&ants  leafo  wci« 
handed  aver  to  the  agent  of  the  fiaid  commifiioners,  Bud  are  1131 
in  their  cuftody  ;  that  the  faid  commiifioners  had  ioaufed  a  valua- 
tion in  Hke  manner  to  hie  made  of  faid  tenants  fcveral  interefis,  as 
will  appear  by  the  inquiiition  had  on  the  occadon  in -the  hands  of 
their  agent,  if  neceffary  to  ydFer  to  fame  ;  that  It  is  now  upwards, 
of  three  years  fmce  the  faid  houfes  and  grounds  were  vahied,  and 
the  petitioner  has  not  received  the  purchafe  money  or  any  pait 
thereof,   or  any  compenfation  or  intereft  for  the  fame,  which  he 
humbly  conceives  to  be  a  peculiar  grievance  to  him,  as  it  appeals 
that  the  value  of  his  intereft,  afcertained  in  manner  afbreiaid  on 
the  faid  27th  day  of  OAober  and  24th  day  ofsNovember,  prin- 
cipally depended  on  the  future  rife  of  the  rent  after  the  expiratioil 
of  the  fubfifting  leafes,  fome  of  which  wp^Id  expire  in  fix  ye^u^i 
after  the  faid  valuation,  therefore  his  intereft  would  epcreafe  ia 
its  value  every  year  in  a  very  great  proportion  ;  that  the  petitioner 
is  not  only  injured  by  not  hayiqg. received  the  ^ppreplated  value, 
but  the  commiflioners  having  got  an  abrolute  doi?iinLon  oyer  the 
tjsnants,  fome  of  them  haying  fuifered  the  Jxotifes  to  fall  down, 
and  negled  to  pay  the  old  rent,  nor  can  tjie  petitioner,  circuiKi- 
ftancpd  as  he  is,  enforce  the  payment  or  the  perfarnaance  of  thp 
tenants  covenants  ;  that  the  petitioner  bath  frequeplly  applied  Xq 
the  faid  commiifioners  for  relief  in  the  premifes,  but  they  vievpr 
granted  him  any,  pleading  that  they  had  not  a  fi^nd.fufficieut  in 
2ieir  hands  ;  and  therefore  prayii^g  relief* 

A  petition  of  the  corporation  for  promoting  and  carrying  oa 
the  Tyrone  navigation,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  and  read ; 
fetting  forth,  that  the  canal  from  Lough  Neagh  to  Coal  Ifland 
in  the  county  of  Tyrone  has  been  always  fupported  by  grants  of 
mon^y  made  from  time  to  time  either  by  Parliameut  or  by  the 
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navigation  board,  and  that  there  never  has  been  any  toll  colleded 
from  boats  navigating  that  canal»  neither  do  the  petitioners  think 
it  would  be  judicious  to  levy  a  toll  which  muft  of  neceffity  fall 
principally  on  coals,  and  thereby  counteraA  the  good  eifeds  of 
the  premium  which  Parliament  in  their,  wifdom  have  thought  fit 
to  offer  for  the  encouragement  of  national  collieries  ;  that  if  the 
Houfe  fliall  pleafe  to  grant  1 20I.  per  annum  out  of  the  funds  for 
carrying  on  inland  navigations,  the  commiflioners  of  the  Tyrone 
navigation  are  ready  to  contra£^  to  keep  the  faid  navigation  ia 
conftant  good  condition,  they  will  account  regularly  fqr  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  iame,  and  will  engage  never  to  levy  any  toll  from 
boats  laden  with  Iriih  coals  ;  the  petitioners  beg  leave  to  refer  to 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  Houfe  which  fat  in  the  laft 
fefiion  of  Parliament  to  enquire  into  the  iiate  of  the  Tyrone  col- 
Kerics  and  navigation,  from  which  it  appears  that  the  profperity 
of  the  linen  trade  in  a  great  part  of  the  counties  of  Tyrone,  Derry, 
Antrim,  Down  and  Armagh,  does  entirely  depend  on  the  col- 
lieries in  Tyrorfe,  and  on  an  eafy  and  effe<Siual  communication 
being  kept  open  between  thofe  collieries  and  Lough  Neagh ;  the 
petitioners  further  beg  leave  to  obferve  that  by  the  bounty  of  Par- 
liament a  fteam  engine  has  been  lately  erefted  at  the  collieries  of 
Dr^imglafs,  which  fully  anfwers  the  moft  fanguine  expeftations  of 
the  proprietors,  but  that  unlefs  an  eafy  communication  (hall  be 
kept  open  from  thence  to  Lough  Neagh,  the  publit  never  can 
be  in  any  confiderable  degree  benefited  thereby  ;  the  petitioners 
therefore  fubmit  the  premifes  to  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe, 
praying  that  they  may  make  fuch  order  thereon  as  to  them  (hall 
fcera  meet* 

A  petition  of  the  common  brewers  of  the  diftri£l  and  city  of 
Cork,  and  alfo  of  the  principal  towns  in  the  county  of  Cork, 
whofe  names  are  thereunto  fubfcribed,  was  presented  to  the  Houfe 
Und  read  i  fetting  forth,  that  the  aft  paffed  lail  feffion  of  Parlia- 
ment in  this  kingdom,  entitled  an  a6t  for  the  bettei  colkdiing  of 
his  Majefty'-s  revenue,  and  for  the  continuation  and  amendment 
of  feveral  laws  heretofore  rhade  for  that  purpofe,  has  been  pro- 
duftive  of  every  defirable  advantage,  by  advancing  his  Majefty'i 
revenue,  promoting  the  petitioners  trade,  and  improving  the 
quality  of  their  manufa6ture ;  that  the  excifc  on  beer  and  ale  in 
thediftriA  of  Cork,for  the  fix  months  commencing  the  24th  day 
of  June  laft  paft  (from  which  day  the  faid  a6l  was  in  force)  until 
the  24th  day  of  December  laft,  exceeded  the  excife  for  the  fame 
,fpace  in  the  year  1786  by  a  fum  of  800I.  and  upwards;  that 
fince  the  commencement  of  the  faid  a£l  the  beer  and  ale  brewed 
by  the  petitioners  are  confiderably  better  and  more  univerfally 
confumed,  and  that  the  claufe  rellraining  the  petitioners  front 
giving  credit  has  been  of  manifefl  advantage,  and  ftands  diftin- 
^Ifhed  for  its  utility  ;  that  the  petitioners  humbly  hope  for  feme 
legal  regulations  for  the  admillion  of  perfons  intending  to  become 
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brewers,  and  alfo  that  the  chief  commiffioners  of  his  Majefty'-i 
revenue,  or  any  three  of  them,  (hall  be  impowered  by  law 'to  re- 
fufe  licenfe  to  any  perfons  for  brewing  beer  or  ale,  and  alfo  ta 
annul  or  withdraw  the  licenfe  of  any  common  or  retailing  brewer 
in  like  manner  as  by  an  feid  paffed  in  the  26th  year  of  his  prefent 
Majefty's  reign  they  are  empowered  to  do  with  refpe6i  to  retaJU 
ers  ;  that  by  CQntinui«g  this  aft  the  petitioners  would  not  have 
any  other  mode  of  proeiring  cuftom  or  bufincfs  than  by  purchaf- 
ing  the  beftcom  and  other  materials,  and  improving  the  quality* 
of  their  q^nnfadlure  ;  and  therefore  praying  the  Houfe  to  con- 
tinue the'faid  atil  of  lift  fcffioaV  with  fuch  amendments  as  thercia 
mentioned,  and  alfo  with  fuch  other  amendments  as  the  Hoiifte 
may  think  proper  ;  and  in  cafe  it  may  not  pleafe  the  Houfe  to 
make  the  faid  aft  binding  on  the  whole  kingdom,  that  the  fame 
(hall  be  made  local  for  the  city  and  county  of  Cork,  the  principal 
brewers  of'the  latter  having  expreffed  their  wifhes  to  be  included 
therein  ;  and  alfo  that  all  malt  liquor  ^rewed  in  Or  brought  from 
any  other  diftrift  of  this  kingdom  into  any  place  or  diftrift  bound 
by  this  law  fhall  be  fold  under  the  fame  regulations,  terms  and 
prices  as  the  brewers  of  the  diftrift  (in  which  the  purchafcr 
thereof  lives)  are  obliged  to  obferve. 

A  petition  of  George  Roe,  keeper  of  his  MajcftyN  gaol  of 
Newgate,  with  a  certificate  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Recorder  and 
Sheriffs  of  the  city  of  Dublin  annexed  thereto,  was  prefentcdto 
the  Houfe  and  read ;  fetting  forth,  that  fome  perfon  preferred  a 
complaint  to  the  honourable  committee  for  regulating  gaols,  rc- 
fpeftlng  oae  Charles  Walfh,  a  turnkey,  keeping  an  ale-houfe  i« 
Green-ftreet,  which  was  kept  by  Walfli'g  wife,  or  fome  perfon 
for  her,  but  as  faid  Walih  did  not  attend  or  interfere  therein,  the 
petitioner,  until  lately,  did  not  difcover  fame  ;  but  on  the  peti- 
tioner being  informed  it  was  improper  to  have  fuch,  he  immedv 
ately  gave  notice  to  faid  Walfh  he  would  difcharge  him,  notwith- 
ilanding  the  petitioner  humbly  fubmits  he  could  not  have  prevent- 
ed faid  \yalfh's  wife  from  keeping  a  houfe  where  fhe  thought  pro- 
per, and  petitioner  takes  leave  to  affure  the  Houfe  that  he  wiH 
ufe  the  utmoft  care  and  vigilance  in  future  to  prevent  any  fuch, 
and  will  not  admit  any  perfon  employed  about  faid  gaol  to  keep 
any  ale  or  beer-houfe  ;  that  the  petitioner,  as  foon  as  he  difco- 
vered  fame,  would  have  inflantly  difcharged  faid  Walfh,  but  thaj 
he  could  not  obtain  a  perfon  for  faid  employment  whom  he  could 
entruft  with  the  care  of  a  number  of  public  offenders,  many  of 
whom  charged  with  forgeries  and  other  capital  offences,  and  fevc- 
ral  under  fentence  of  death,  particularly  as  the  petitioner  on  « 
fecent  occafion  (viz.  that  of  the  late  unfortunate  Mr.  Keon)  re- 
ceived tlie  ftrongefl  proofs  of  faid  Walfh's  care  and  good  condudL 
having  rejefted  the  offer  of  a  large  fum  of  money,  and  whofe  at- 
mention,  good  behaviour  and  diligence  can  be  tefUHed  hj  the  rifhi 
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hexKHinkic  the  lor^  m^yor,  ftienffs  and  mgigiilj^^tes  ofthiacilty; 
that  petitioner  begs  leave  to  explain  to  the  Houfe  as  to  tjie  chargp 
made  refpe£ting  fomc  joiiroeyooen  pin-4T>aJf  erti»  vfhp  ai^e  CQufiD/ed% 
Several  ad:s  of  coinblnatioti,  j^nd  receive  anip^  f^q^nfrom  otbn 
perfons  of  faid  trade  coo^erned  with  them  ;  the  aj^rtnT/eot,  la^iich 
is  a  fpacious  room,  w^s  rateably  fet  doi^a  by  the  lord  mayor  and 
Qty  cammitlee  at  the  rate  oiF  is.  id.  per  nigtt  for  each  aad  every 
perlon  (leepiqg  thcreio^  ^qd  in  which  the  petitiof^r  fix^d  tw^ 
beds,  with  other  oeceilary  accpmrnodatiou^  wh^  at  firft  co^ 
tained  Ux  of  faid  pin-mal^ers,  but  from  the  encreafe  of  prifoQera 
Qther  parts  of  the  gaol  became  crouded,  when  three  otjbere  of 
f^id  pin-makers  eameilly  befought  to  be  tl^eir  qompanioo^,  v4 
^a^e  a  lodging  in  the  faid  troom,  and  in  ^c^pliance  wi|h  tklr 
xepeated  requeft  the  petitioner  ^ent  to  the  e^pei^ce  of  s^fo  pu^tii^ 
ifp  two  pther  beds  for  their  .acc^mm.odatio^^  lb  that  |iine  perfoi^ 
were  in  faid  apfirtment  at  4s.  44.  per  w^ek  ^cbs  ^Mpaquntiog  to 
ll.  .198.  but  which   number  petitipiner  woi^d  not  have  adii^tts) 
tiogether  but  at  their  de^re,  s^nd  from  the  ii^Qc^pliete  s^n/d  iiBiiQilk« 
«d  ftate  of  fdid  gaol  petitioner  h^d  (lo  other  gls^e  to  .^eep  tfa^i 
in ;  the  petitioner^  however,  on  being  inforn^  |hat  faid  pfrfo^i 
coold  not  pay  for  faid  apartmjent»  has  entirely  r^i^ed  ^q  \^mf 
not  only  a  charge  now  due  for  fame,  but  has  declared  he  .will  not 
4smand  or  receive  from  theoi  any  further  weekly- rent  durii^  thdr^ 
cpolip.ement,  although  the  petitioner  kbomis  under  tb^  greatd^ 
4^refs  by  his  falary  and  prdentments.  remaining  unpaid,  aad  f^^ 
litioner  is  notwithftanding  cjsliged  to  lay  qu%  and  adxaoce  kscd 
Isirge  fyms  of  money  for  fupplying  faid  gad  and  pciibners  witlk 
' ciEK^y  ftraw,  candles  and  other  neceflaries^.  and  which 'fums  m 
jkt^ined  land  remain  undifcharged  for  ^he  term  of  one,,  two  aad 
9)Qre  years,  which  he   humbly  reprefents  as  a  great  grievance 
ni^dj^r  which  he  labours,  and  hopes  fpr  redrefs. from  tUe  Houfe} 
that  if  petitioner  had  intermeddled  or  caufedto  be  moved^the  body 
of ^n:y  perfon  dying  in  gaol  without  a  coroner's  inqiieil  being  M 
hqld,  he  would  be  liable  to  puniiknient,  and  all  that  he  .in.fud 
CfEife  eould  do  was  to  apply  to  the  coroners,  who  were  at  that 
penod,  being  Whitfuntide,  out  of  town,  which  the  ^e vend  fii- 
perJDtendeats  of  faid  gaol  welliLnew;  that  as  he.huinbly  hopei 
f^e  has 'hitherto  condui^ed  hinifelf  in  a  becoming  manner  in  lui 
ilep^rtment,  he  is  emboldened  alfo  to  hope  and  ibh'cit  the  accvf- 
tQmed  humanity  and  indulgence  of  the  Houfe,  and  he  willbyhis 
fljLliUce.CPOtdudl  prove  that  no  caufe  of  complaint  ihall  again  appear 
{>efore  th<t  Houfe,  as  he  wIU  difcharge  fuch  perfons  as  liave  been 
the  oceafign  of  fuch  complaint. 

.We,  the  Lord  Mayor,  Jlecorder  and  High  Sheriffs  of  thedty 
•f^Dyblin,  jcertifythat  the  above-named  petitioner,  George  Hoc, 
^athy  as  far  jas  hath:  lain  witiiin  our  knowle<^e  and  obfervatioii, 
CA^ADftcd  himfclf  in  a  becoming  manner  in  his  department,  and 
ihat.weneser  knew  him  to  haye  been' guilty  of  any  cprrtipt  »r 
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improper  aft,  but  that  his  condud  has  appeared  to  us  to  hai^ 
been  diligent  ^and  humane  as  a  gaoler  of  the  city  of  Dublin^^  and 
we  have  alWays  confidered  him  to  be  a  perfon  of  honcft  and  feir 
charaAer,  itid  do  humbly  recomtneiid  himas  fuck  Given  uftdlfr 
our  hands  this  3d  day  of  March,  1788. 


Tuesday,  March  4,  1788, 

Sir  Ltrcius  O'Brien  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to 
order,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  perfons  who  have  omitted  to  qualify 
themfelves  according  to  law  ;  ^hieh  was  received  and  read  the 
firft  time. 

Several  hills  were  read  a  fecond  time,  but  there  was  not  any 
t)ufihef8  that  produced  debate. 

■ ' •  •         •  I  ••'  r  1  —      .    ,  ' 

Wednesday,  March  5,  1788. 

Mr,  Hayes  (of  Avondak)  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  aecordiii|^ 
'to  order,  a  bill  for  the  better  prefervation  ©f  fheep,  and  the  more 
■fpeedy  detcQiion  of  fheep-flealers ;  which  was  received  and  read 
the  firft  time. 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houft 
•ii  the  bill  to  afcertain  the  tithe  of  hemp  and  flax,  Mr.  MdJan  in 
» :    the  chair. 

Mr.  "Gr.  ATT  AN  faid  that  the  bin  would  extend  its  regufation 
throughout  the  whole  kingdom,  which  he  thought  unneceflary 
^ttd  improper,  as  in  feveral  parts  there  >was  already  a  modus  for 
the  tithe  of  flax  ;  he  muft,  therefore,  if  the  right  honourable  ba?- 
I  Tonet  [Sir  Lucius  O'Brien]  perfifted  in  his  intention  of  making 
I  the  bill  general,  move  to  exempt  thofe  places  where  a  modus  is 
I     already  eftabliflied. 

Mr.  Brown  LOW  propofed  to  confine  the  operation  of  the  UH 
toMiinfteronly. 

Mr.  Stewart  faid  that  the  modus  for  flarx  in  the  North  was 
^d.  each  fowing,  be  the  quantity  great  or  fmall  ;  this  was  chear- 
fully  paid  by  the  people,  and  received  by  the  parfon  in  a  fatisfac- 
tory  manner ;  he  therefore  hoped  no  innovation  would  be  mad^ 
where  all  parties  were  content  under  the  prefent  modus. 

It  WHS  agreed  that  flax  fhould  be  entirely  flruck  out  of  the 
bill,  and  its  provifions  made  to  relate  to  hemp  only. 

T?hecbmmhtee  then  reported  the  bill,  which,  with  its  amend- 
ments, ^9- j^reed  toby  the  Houfe;  and  ordered  to  be  ingrofied. 
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Thursday,  March  6,  1788.' 

Alderman  Warren  moved  that  the  bill  for  regulating  tie 
^pc- water  in  the  city  of  Dublin,  be  committed  for  Monday. 

Sir  John  Blaqttiere  faid  the  bill  was  highly  exceptionable, 
ss  it  went  to  lay  a  double  tax  ;  befides  he  had  been  informed 
that  the  bill  had  been  very  materially  ailtcred  fincc  it  was  firft  in* 
trodaced  into  the  Houfe. 

The  Speaker  obferved,  that  if, any  alteration  had  been  vnAi 
in  the  bill  fince  it  came  into  the  Houfe,  it  was  highly  impropcTi 

•  Alderman  Warren  declared  he  knew  of  no  alteration  that  m 
Wen  made  in  the  bill,  nor  had  he  made  the  fmalleft. 

Mr.   Hartley  moved  that  the  bill,  with  the  leave  of 
Houfe,  be  withdrawn,  in  order  to  bring  in  a  more  corrtA 
and  the  order  for  going  into  a  committee  qu  the  bill  on  Moo^ 
he  difcharged.-— — The  motion  paffed. 

The  Attorney  General  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  ace 
to  order,  a  bill  to  repeal  an  a£t  paffed  in  the  twenty -eighth  yd 
the  reign   of  King   Henry  VIII.   entitled  an   a£t  of  app 
■nd  t^  enable  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  Keeper,  or  Lords  ( 
miffioners  for  the  cuftody  of  the  Great  Seal  of  this  kingdotn,! 
llie  time  being,  to  ifliie  commiflions  of  appeal  from  the  Couittij 
the' A rchbifhops  within  the  fame;,  which  wa«  received  and r 
the  firft  time. 

Mr.  PonscnUy  prefented  to  the  Hotife,  according  to  ot^ 
•  bill  for  the  further  amendment  of  the  feveral  laws  relative  Ipt^ 
regiftering  of  freeholders ;  which-  was  received  and  read  the  &■ 
time. 

The  Chancellor  of  TfrE  EtCHEQtrER  prefented  tb  tie 
Houfe,  according  to  order,  »bill  for  eJctending  to  the  roads  fc>t 
ing  to  Dublin  through  Rahcny  and  Clontarf,  the  provifions  rf '^ 
a6i  pafTed  in  the  twenty-iixth  year  of  his  Majefty's  reign^  cutitW 
an  ad  for  making,  widening  and  repairing  the  road  leadinjf  ^ 
Dublin  to  Malahide,  and  for  ereding  turnpike  gates,  and  rccci«'* 
ing  tolls  thereout  in  aid  of  the  barony  prefeiUments,  and  for.'P' 
painting  truftees  for  carrying  the  faid  purpofes  into  executK% 
and  alfo  for  continuing  the  faid  adt;  which  was  received  and ffi» 
the  iirll  time. 


Friday,  March  7,  1788. 

Mr.  Mat  ON  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  order,  a  »• 
f»r  more  cfedually  preventing  frauds  againil  his  Majcftj'*  ^ 
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nue,  ind  for  dontinuing  and  amending  the  fevcral  a£^8  of  Parlia- 
ment therein  mentioned ;  which  was  received  and  read  the  firfl; 
iime. 

Mr.  Grattan  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  order, 
a  bill  for  the  better  afcertaining  the  tithe  of  rape ;  which  was  re- 
ceived and  read  the  firft  time*. 

Alfo  a  bill  to  encourage  the  improvement  of  barren  lands ; 
which  was  received  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Mr.  Bolton  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  order,  9^ 
bill  to  regulate  the  admiffion  of  freemen  into  corporations,  and  to 
empower  the  juftices  of  the  courts  from  whence  writs  of  manda- 
mus (hall  iffue  to  award  cofts  to  the  party  aggrieved ;  which  wa« 
received  and  read  the  firft  time.  y 


Saturday,  March  8,  1788. 

A  petition  of  the  High  Sheriff  and  Grand  Jury  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Limerick,  at  fpring  aflizes,  1 788,  was  prefented  to  the  ' 
Houfe  and  read ;  fetting  forth,  that  many  and  great  advantage! 
to  this  nation  in  general,  and  to  the  faid  county  in  particular, 
would  arife  from  a  completion  of  the  navigation  of  the  river 
Shannon  ;  that  it  wouM  add  much  to  the  export  trade  of  the  city 
of  Limerick,  by  which  a  vaft  influx  of  wealth  muft  neceffarily 
^ibllow,  and  would  be  attended  with  many  other  effential  benefit! 
to  this  kingdom  ;  and  therefore  praying  aid. 

Mr.  Grattan  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  order,  a 
bill  for  the  better  afcertaining  the  tithe  of  flax  in  the  province  of 
Munfter ;  which  was  received  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Sir  Henry  Cavendish  faid  he  rofe  to  give  notice  to  the 
Houfe,  tliat  he  would  at  an  early  period  of  the  next  feflion  of 
'  Parliameht,  introduce  a  fubjed  which  very  materially  interefted 
this  country.  He  ftiould  not,  he  fdid,  at  prefent  make  any  mo^ 
tion  relative  to  it,  as  the  Houfe  was  fo  very  thin,  but  he  thought 
proper  to  apprife  gentlemen  of  his  intentions.  He  faid  there 
was  very  much  wanted  in  this  country,  a  regulation  of  money 
weights,  for  we  had  no  ftandard  weights,  and  as  the  fituation  of 
this  kingdom  was  now  ripe  for  it,  he  would  propofe  that  an  en- 
quiry into  the  ftate  of  the  currency  of  this  country  ftiould  take 
place,  as  well  Britifli  as  foreign  coin  ;  and  in  order  to  make  this 
cnquity,  he  (hould  move  next  feflion  of  t*arliament  for  a  committee 
to  be  appointed  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  his  objeft  was  to  move  an 
addrefs  to  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  that  he  would 
lay  before  his  Majcfty  the  humble  defire  of  this  Houfe,  that  hit 
Majefty  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  eftablifh  a  Mint  in  this 
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ftlfi^dorti;  H^  dbfetved  thst  this  conotiy  bad  fuffend  thd^  fevend 
jrtart  paft  very  ccwfiderably,  for  want  of  a  Mint  j  at  the  fame 
tkac  he  was  well  aware  that  ercry  thing  refpefting  the  coinage  of 
money  was  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  but  as  he  did  not  mean 
m  th6  kafl  to  trench  on  the  rightar  of  that  prerogative,  he  Ikould 
Irrtftg  fatttvtfd  hhs  trreafurc  in  therftoft  refpe6tfiil  and  corrftitutroiurf 
iBanner;  and  he  mcntionedut  thus  early  that  gentlefrlen  may  itol 
pifead  Ignorance  of  the  fubje^t,  &nd  he  hoped  that  gentlemen 
^ould  between  this  and  the  next  feffion,  turn  it  ferionuy  in  their 
teinJy  and  give  it  that  attention  which  its  magnitude  required. 


IrfoHDAf,  March   io,  1788. 

A  petrtion  of  the  Woollen  Manufa6lurers  of  the  city  of'Dublirt 
wad  Hberties  adjoinra^^  whole  bmbcs  are  thereunto  fubfcribed,  wa< 
prefetvtcd  to  the  Houfe  and  read ;  fetting  forth,  that  the  peti- 
tToncrs  halve  long  been  amj  ftill  arc  fubjcft  to  great  injuries  sni 
lafies  by  reafon  of  the  depravity  of  then*  working  people^  who 
iftfiSrtently  Witlfotit  rettoorfe  daily  embezde,  pilfer  from  of  def^ud 
the  pc^tRiooer*  df  qwcmtitie*  of  woot  ami  yirn  eotniftcd  to  their 
laire;  th«t  fcver^l  p^fotis  ftow  a^iig  as  petty  manafa^fcwei^ 
•  d^enly  avow  theftfffrlveslo  be  the  pmrehafers  of  vrool  and  yam  {^ 
fi*tfitfrc<d  frbhi  the  pe%itidffer9,  aftd  thete  are  sMo  nrany  dhere 
ttptifWf  cH^mal,  wli^  halve  iK>ty^  tli^glrt  p'opet  thu»pfrbEcI^ 
to  deektre  tlwmfdlves  afgWits  in  thefe  ilKoit  pr^icei? ;  that  tli" 
|Mtftf oners  hon^ly  conceTve  fuoh  nefarioms  afid  inKpihoss.  tafSk 
could  tM>t  be  faccefsftflly  oaiTied  an  for  ye*«  (as  this  has  bseo) 
were  It  not  for  the  very  great  difficulty,  nay  almoft  impoffibtlity 
(as^  the  kvo-  now  ftands)  of  the  petitioners  proving  a  jnft  aftid  legal 
title  to  th^r  property  wlren  thtis  ahenated ;  that  in  theni^^eenth 
and  twentieth  years  of  his  prfefetrt  Majcfty  the  petitioners  nfider- 
ftand  an  act  paffed  for  the  relief  of  the  filk  manufacturers,  who 
prior  to  that  period  had  repeatedly  fuffered  many  aftd  great  injur 
lies  of  a  limikr  nature;  and  petitioners  have  heatd imd  *b\^llevc 
that  tlic  afliilance  of  Patliament  "hath  been  afforded  to  the  #b6lfcft 
i»anufai5tin-er&  of  Cork  alfo,  by  a  bill  or  claufe  in  foittebilf  df  the 
Kfce  teudenoy ;  and  therefore  praying  redrefs. 

Mr.  Saves  (of  Avondale)  prefented  to  the  Honffr,  ^ecttd-^ 
trr^  to  order,  a  bill  to  explain  and  amend  an  afft  fliade  in  tlif* 
fifth  and  frxth  years  of  his  prefertt  Majeffy  George  lit.  eBlilled 
an  atl  for  the  enconraging  the  cultivation  and  better  pf^efervritioit 
6f  trees,  fhrub's,  plants  and  roots ;  which  was  received  and*  wad 
the  firft  time. 

A  petition  of  the  Corporation,  andalfo  of  the  common  Brcwcrt 
of  tlie  city  of  Dublm,  whofc  names  arc  thcrcttnto  fubfcribed, 
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was  prefented  to  the  Hoitfe  and  r«ad  i  felting  forth,  that  feveral ' 
of  thf  claufes  {introduced  into  the  revenue  law  of  the  laft  fef-  ^ 
Hon,  and  which  the  petitioners  underlland  are  intended   tb    be 
re.-enaAed  by    the   revenue  bill   before  the  Houfe,  have-  been 
found  from    experience  to   be   highly   injurious  to  the  brew-  . 
ing  trade   of  faid  city,  and  inadequate   to    the  purpofes   for 
which  they  were  intended,  having  by  their  operation  confiderably 
encreafed  the  importation  of  EngHfh  malt  liquor;  that  the  peti- 
tiooers  beg  leave  to  oye6l  to  oaths  being  prefcribcd  to  them, 
binding  them  thereby  to  carry  on  their  trade  faithfully  and  honeftly, 
the  petitioners  conceiving  it  to  be  difgraceful  and  unneceflary  to 
oblige  them  to  fwcar  that  they  will  carry  on  their  trade  faithfully  . 
and  honeilly>  inafmuch  a^  it  is  the  policy,  as  well  as  the  duty, 
of  every  honeft  and  confcientious  manufadurer  fo  to  do ;  and  if 
men  of  a  different  defcription  fhould  unhappily  engage  in  the 
petitioners  trade>  oaths  woidd  not  be  binding  upon  them,  which  as 
the  petitioners  humbly  aj^rehend  proves  fuch  a  meafure  to  be  an 
inlet  to  perjury,  and  highly  oppreffive  and  injurious  to  the  con- 
fcientious trader ;  that  the  clanfe  contained  in  the  oath  which  the 
petitionei*8  were  obliged  to  take  by  faid  law,  and  which  they  un- 
derhand is  alfo  introduced  in  the  bill  now  depending  before  the 
Houfe,  prefcribing  the  quantity  of  malt  and  hops  that  are  to  be  ' 
ufed  on  a  barrel  of  ale,  is,  as  the  petitioners  are  able  to  prove  by 
calculatioji,  ruinons-to  the  petitioners,  as  the  value  of  the  mate- 
rials and  work  added  to  the  duty  exceeds  what  they  can  by  law 
receive  for  fuch  barrel  of  ale  when  manufadurcd ;  befides  which 
the  petitioners  humbly  conceive  that  faid  claufe  is  injurious  to 
agriculture,  petitioners  being  compelled  thereby  to  ufe  the  cheapeil 
and  loweft  quality  of  grain  in  brewing  of  ale ;  that  the  claulie 
contained  in  faid  oath  which  prohibits  the  petitioners  from  giving 
any  gift,  allowance  or  perquiflte  to  the  retailer  of  malt  liquor,  the 
petitioners  humbly  conceive  to  be  unneceflary,  inafmuch  as  the^ 
petitioners  are  already  reftcained  in  that  particular  by  a  law  made 
for  that  purpofe ;  that  the  claufe  which  prevents  the  brewer  fro^n 
taking  back  any  drink  that  may  .prove. unfaleable,  without  a  cer- 
tificate from  the  furveyor,  has  been  found  in  many  inftances  to  be 
opprefiive  and  injurious  both  to  the  brewer  and  retailer ;  for  as,  all 
manufadlures  are  liable  to  accident,  if  fuch  unfaleable  drink,  not 
having  been  adulterated  by  the  retailer,  cannot  be  taken  back 
without  the,furveyor's  certificate,  which  it  may  frequently  happen  • 
cannot  be  obtained  within  the  time  prefcribed  by  law,  the  retailer 
muft  force  a  fale  to  the  injury  of  his  own  and  the  brewer's  cha- 
raftcr,  or  elfe  lofe  the  whole   of  its  value,  or  refufe^  to  pay  the ' 
brewer  for  the  fame  ;  that  the  claufe  contained  In  faid  oath  which 
precludes  the  brewer  from  paying  the  expencc  of  the  carriage  of 
mah:  liquor  fent  to  perfons  refiding  within  three  miles  of  his 
brewery,  is  impoflible  to  be  obferved,  and  dirddlly  contrary  to  the 
immemorial  ufage  in  that  inftance,  as  no  retailer  wotild  within 
fuch  diftance  take  a  barrel  of  drink,  unlefs  delivered  by  the 
Vol.  VIII.  C  c 
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brewer  at  his  boufe ;  the  petitioners  beg  lca?c  to  obfervc,  as  they 
are  reftrained  by  the  foregoing  claufes  from  extending  any  kmd 
of  encouragement  to  the  retailer,  it  has  been  generaUy  believed 
that  fuch  claufes  were  introduced  at  the  requifition  of  the  pcti- 
tionersy  which  has  occaiioned  the  retailers  to  entertain  much  re- 
fentment   agatnft  the  petitioners,  and  induced  them  for  feme 
time  pail  to  encourage  the  importation  and  retail  pf  Engliih  malt 
liquor,  to  the  great  injury  and  diminution  of  the  petitioners 
trade ;  that  on  the  whole  the  petitioners  beg  leave  to  date  to  the 
Houfe  that  the  foregoing  reftri^ions  are  unprecedented,  and  fuch 
as  no  body  of  traders  or  manufa^lurers  either  in  Great  Britain 
or  this  kingdom  were  ever  ful^dled  to  before,  and  have  had  the 
injurious  effeft  of  reducing  the  quantity  of  malt  liquor  brewed  in 
this  city,  of  encouraging  the  importation  of  Englffh  malt  liquors, 
of  reftraintng  petitioners  in  the  exercife  of  their  abilities  and  in 
the  ufe  of  their  capital,  of  greatly  encreafing  the  confumption  of 
fpirituous  liquors^  of  difcouraging  agriculture,  and  finally  of  im- 
peding the  exteniion  of  an  infant  manufadkure  in  this  kingdom ; 
and  therefore  praying  to  be  heard  by  their  counfel  againft  the 
claufes  objected  to  in  faid  bill,  and  to  produce  witnefles,  if  necef- 
fary,  in  fupport  of  their  petition,  and  upon  the  whole  to  grant 
fuch  relief  as  to  the  Houfe  fiiall  feem  meet. 


The  Attorkey  General  faid,  for  his  own  part,  he 
have  no  objc^ljon  to  the  brewers  giwng  forty  guineas  to  two  bar- 
rifters  for  appearing  in  their  behalf,  but  that  it  would  tend  to 
create  delay,  and  the  petition  itfelf,  which  would  undoubtedly 
r^eive  all  due  attention,  fuificiently  exprefled  the  wiflies  of  the 
brewers. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  leave  was  given 
to  hear  the  petitioners  by  counfel. 

Mr-  Hartley  obferved,  that  from  the  vail  vancty  of  new 
matter  introduced  into  the  Revenue-bill  of  the  pref<?nt  fefliofl,  it 
was  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  a  new  bill,  he  therefore  thought 
it  right  that  it  (hould  be  printed. 

Mr.  Mason  faid  he  had  no  objcftion,  but  the  expence;  as  ta 
the  bill  itfelf,  he  wifhed  all  the  world  to  be  acquainted  with  its 
contents. 

A  petition  of  the  Sedan  Chairmen  of  the  city  of  Dubh'n, 
whofc  names  are  thereunto  fubfcribed,  was  prefentcd  to  the 
Houfe  and  read ;  fetling  forth,  that  the  petitioners,  as.a  body, 
have  been  always  dillinguifhed  for  their  peaceable  and  orderly  be- 
haviour, and  for  the  confidence  and  truft  repofed  in  them  by  the 
nobility  and  gentry  of  this  kingdom  ;  that  the  petitioners,  with 
all  deference  and  humility,  humbly  beg  leave  to  lay  before  the 
Houfe  the  follovving  rules  and  orders  of  the  commiffioners  of. 
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police,  which  the  petittoners  conceive  to  be  grievances  which 
affeft  their  body ;  that  the  petitioners  chairs  are  diftinguifhed  by 
three  numbers  placed  on  each  fide  thereof  and  one  on  the  back, 
which  the  petitioners  humbly  conceive  fufliciently  identify  them, 
their  numbers  and  owners  being  rcgiftered  in  the  commiflioners 
books ;  that  by  the  faid  rules  and  orders  t>f  the  commiifioners  of 
police,  it  19  ordered  among  other  things,  that  after  the  24th  day 
of  December,  1787,  no  perfon  (hall  ply  or  c^rry  any  hackney 
fedan  chair  defective  in  any  part  or  particular,  which  rule  or  order 
the  petitioners  humbly  conceive  to  be  a  grievance,  inafmach  as  a 
fedan  chair  maker  is  a  particular  branch  in  itfelf,  of  which  the 
petitioners  are  totally  ignorant,  and  therefore  the  petitioners  chairs 
might  have  fomc  defers  without  their  knowledge,  yet  for  fuch 
offence  fo  indefinitely  defcribed,  the  petitioners  are  by  the  faid 
rules  and  orders  fubje^ed  to  an  arbitrary,  fine  of  twenty  (hillings 
or  a  month's  confifiement  in  the  Houfe  of  Correftion  ;  that  by 
faid  rules  and  orders  it  is  alfo  ordered  that  the  faid  (edan  chairs 
(hall  be  carried  by  able  men,  decent  in  apparel,  and  of  good  and 
civil  behaviour,  under  a  like  fine  of  twenty  (hillings  or  one  month's 
imprifonment,  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  fedan  chair  being  liable 
to  the  penalty,  which  the  petitioners  humbly  conceive  to  be  a 
grievance  for  the  following  reafons :  for  that  fome  of  the  peti- 
tioners who  are  owners  of  fedan  chairs,  and  occafionally  carry  the 
fame,  are  chairmen  in  the  employ  of  the  nobility  and  gehtry  of 
this  kingdom,  and  when  attending  their  mafters  .cannot  be  an- 
fwerable  for  the  men  who  may  be  occafionalljr  employed  in  the 
carrying  an  end  of  a  chair  in  their  abfence  ;  that  the  teim  able 
men,  ufed  in  the  faid  rule,  is  a  very  vague  one  to  exprefs  an 
o(fence  which  fubje£ls  the  owners  to  a  fine  or  imprifonment,  and 
is  liable  to  be  conftrued  according  to  the  caprice  of  any  man ; 
and  the  petitioners  alfe  humbly  complain  that  the  faid  rule  alfo 
operates  to  drive  perhaps  an  induftrious  poor  man  who  may  be 
advanced  in  years  from  the  means  of  acquiring  a  fupport  from  his 
honeft  induftry  and  labour,  fuch  men  being  generally  not  confidered 
as  able  men  in  the  common  acceptation  of  the  words, although  they 
may  be  of  fufficient  ability  to  do  their  woi4c  as  chairmen  ;  and 
the  petitioners  humbly  reprefent  that  theli"  hire  being  but  very 
fmall  and  but  cafual,  many  of  them  are  not  able  at  all  times  to 
make  a  decent  appearance,  yet  for  this  involuntary  crime  of 
poverty  are  the  petitioners  by  the  faid  rules  fubje6led  to  an  arbi- 
trary fine  of  twenty  (hillings  or  a  month's  imprifonment ;  that  it 
is  by  the  faid  rules  alfo  ordered  that  no  empty  fedan  chair  (hall  be 
carried  on  the  footway  or  flagged  fides  of  any  ftreet  or  pubKc 
pa(fage,  which  the  petitioners  humbly  crave  leave  to  reprefent  as 
an  encroachment  on  the  common  rights  of  humanity,  many  of 
the  ftreetfr  and  public  pa(rages  of  this  city  being  extremely  narrow 
and  crowded  with  carriages  ;  yet  petitioners  endeavouring  to  fave 
their  Uvms  or  properties  by  taking  themfelves  to  the  footway  or 
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flagged,  paffage  are  they  fj4bjpaed  to  fijac  or.  imptifoiwiciit ;  that 
it  is  by  the  faid  rules  alfo  ordered  that  each  man  who  carries  any 
of  faid  chairs  feall.  wear  the  number  or  badge  of  his  chair  upon 
the  outfide  of  his  garment  upoi?  his  breaft,  fo  that  it  may  bef  a% 
perceived  or  taken,  which  the  petitioners  humyyblBg  leave  to  re- 
prefent  as  a  mofl  unneceffary  and  wanton  aft.  of  oppreilipn,  not 
warranted  by  any  neceflity  or  utility,  (except  that  of  raifiiig money 
from  the  petitioners)  the  petitioners  chains  having  no  le&  than 
feven  dldingujfhed  numbers  on  them,  which  render^  fuch  ba4ge8 
unneceffary  j  that  it  is  by  the  faid  rules  ordered  that  the  chriftian. 
and  fujpnames  of  the  carrier  of  every,  fuch  ch^ir  ftiaU  be  painted 
ou  the  poles  betweep  the  lugs,  fo  that  the  fame  be  eafily  fccn, 
which  the  petitioners  conceive  to  be  both., grievous  to  them  ^and 
unneceffary,  the  poles  of  the  petitioners  chairs  bejng;  liaU^  to 
n\any  accidents  on  account  of.  fnapping  or  loct^ng,  y^  tb€;.p^ 
tionevs,  on  providing  thi^mfeWes  with  ^ev?  .p<?kss  nauft  be,  upd/ef 
the  neceflity  of  havlng:at  a  confiderable  expence  th€;ur  naipef  painty 
ed  on  fuch  new  poles,  and  ^ontique,  oviit..of  eaci|>loyme;it  untjJi^e. 
fame  ihall'be  done  ;  befides;.  the  pelitioi^rs  hjimbly,beg  ^le^w.toi 
reprefent  t;hat  this  rule,  and  that  whivh. .relatj^s  t^  .badgingiu  ^ . 
opprdTive,  unneceffary  and  unjuft,c.in§fn|jaj:h.^8.it  may,  aijdjfiJe* 
quently  dtjth  happen,  that  many  of  the  peUt|pii^r<8,are.froii^  fick- 
nefs  and  a  yaricty  of  accidents  di/abledfrj(?m.purfiiing;thwhiifirifi.fe. 
in  perfon,  and  therefore  are, on  fuch  oc?;aliqnp .undcsi;  th^^nepeiBty . 
of  employing  another  mm  to  aff^ft  .theirr  pai^ner  in  cari^iog* 
cliair  until  fuch  tim<ya8  they  are  able  to,  refum^  th^ir  employtnettf 
and  without  which  fuch  partner  would  he  out  of  employment,: aid 
fuch  chair  pole,  nqtwithft^nding  the,  petitioner*  are  on  fuch  fitu- 
atiori  for  employing  a  map.  whq  cannpt. wear  fu^h  badge,  and. 
whofe  name  is  not  the,  fame  as  painted, op  the  poles,  fubje^iedto 
fio^  orJp?gr,irpOT:^ij]t,.;whi.ch,th^  pe^tipn^rs.;huuifely  costpiain  of 
as  exceed Ip^ly  U9Ji\fl  J  and  therefore. praying J'ftliefc 

The  S.ECi^ETARY   OF  State  faid  he  would  be  ever  ready  to 
redrefs  th^  grievance^  ,of  tt?  fubjofts,  applying  ,in  a  proper  ann^ 


Ikment  w-hij^h  they  haii  evt^y.  reafon  to'do,  he  Woajfl^pay  no, «;• 
gard.to  thelj;  pctitioni 

Mr.  HoBART  faid  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  condu;6|of 
thci^  P^^^'"  ""^^"  ivliich  could  in  judlce  be  calied  a~ coinbi nation ; 
three  wciflvs  ago  they  had  preferred  their,  petition^'  which,  frQOi 
fome  inrorrnallty  [not  being  llgnedj  could  not  then  be  received  J 
they  then  complained  of  a  tax  ,and  certain  regulations,  whichj? 
whenever  they  ihould  c6me  into  operation,  would^difenable  them 
from  pUrfuIng  their  jfabour.     Thefe  laws  and  taxes  were  not  ta^i«g ; 
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place,  but  the  coftduft  of  the  chairmen  could  not  be  deemed  a 
combination  ;  it  was  merely  the  relinquifliment  of  a  bufinefs  they 
were  no  longer  able  to  carry  on. 

Sir  John  Blaq^tierb  faid  he  hoped  the  Houfe  would  pro- 
ceed to  grant  them  redrefa,  for  they  were  injured  and  oppreffed 
indeed. 

The  Attorney  Geneual  moved,  that  the  proper  officer  do 
lay  before  the  Houfe,  a  copy  of  the  bye  laws  made  by  the  com- 
miffiohers  of  police  for  the  regulation  of  fedan  chairs  and 
chairmen. 

The  bill  for  regillering  freeholders  being  read  a  fecond  time. 

The  Attorney  General  moved  a  claufe,  to  prevent  the 
multiplication  of  occafional  freeholders. 

Mr.  Stewart  propofed  to  introduce  a  claufe  to  oblige  the 
clerks  of  the  pe^ce  of  counties  to  give  fecurity  for  their  cond'ud.  * , 

The  Attorney  General  faid  this  would  be  trenching  upon 
the  rights  of  the  cuftos  rotulorum,  who  appoints  the  clerks  of 
the  peace ;  the  cuftos  rotulorum  is  anfwerable  for  the  coi\^u£i: 
of  the  officer  by  him  appointed ;  and  whether,  confidering  the 
noblemen  and  gentlemen  who  hold  this  truft  in  the  feveral  coun- 
ties, is  it  not  better  to  have  things  as  they  are,  than  to  infift  on 
any  new  fecurity,  he  fubmitted  to  his  honourable  friend  ? 

Mr.  Hayes  (of  Avondale)  denied  that  in  all  cafes  the  cuftos 
rotulorum  appoints  the  clerk  of  the  peace ;  in  at  leaft  live  coun- 
ties of  Leinfter,  he  faid,  they  are  appointed  by  patent. 

The  order  for  the  Houfe  refolving  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe,  on  the  bill  for  afcertaining  the  tithe  of  rape  was 
read. 

The  Attorney  General.— It  is  with  fomc  reluAance,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  I  oppofe  your  leaving  the  chair,  from  the  great 
refpe6l  I  fetl  for  every  meafure  of  my  right  honourable  friend  ; 
but  1  truft  he  will  not  think  me^  in  the  wrongs  when  he  refledls 
that  we  have  already  a  law  which  exempts  all  barren  ground  that 
ftall  hereafter  be  reclaimed,  from  paying  tithe  of  rape,  flax,  or 
hem|>^  for  feven  years ;  the  law  I  mean,  is  the  5th  George  11, 
chgjj.  9, — ^Now  as  rape  is  only  cultivated  for  the  purpofe  of  re- 
claiming ground,  this  law  anfwers  every  purpofe  of  my  right  ho- 
noUrabie  friend,  and  I  fliall  propofe  to  extend  it  fo  far,  that  new 
reclaimed  land  fliall  be  exempt  from  every  kind  of  tithe  whatfoever, 
for  the  fit  ft  feven  years. 

Though  it  is  not  perfedly  in  order  to  fpeak  of  a  bill  not  im- 
mediately before  the  Houfe,  I  cannot  help  obferving,  that  I  fear 
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the  bill  brought  in  by  my  Tight  honourable  friend,  for  afccrtain- 
ing  the  tithe  of  flax,  v/ill  injure  the  caufe  he  efpoufes.  The  bill 
propofes  that  58.  the  acre  fhall  be  the  tithe-  of  flax  in  Munftcr. 
In  Ulfter  the  modus  is  infinitely  lefs  at  this  day ;  what  fecinity  is 
there,  by  endeavouring  to  lower  the  tithe  of  flax  in  Munfter,. 
where  there  is  comparatively  very  little  grown,  he  does  ncft  raifc 
it  in  Ulfter,  where  there  grow  vaft;  quantities  ? 

Mr.  Grattak  faid  he  thought  the  prefent  occafion  as  fit  at 
any  that  could  offer  to  confider  the  merits  of  the  three  bills  toge- 
ther, and  to  decide  on  what  was  proper  to  be  done. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  objected  to  the  bill  for 
afccrtaining  the  tithe  of  rape  as  an  unneceflary  bill,  becaufe  tape 
was  cultivated  in  order  to  reclaim  and  bring  in  barren  lands,  and  a 
bill  was  expefted  to  pafs  to  exemjit  all  reclaimed  lands  from  every 
kind  of  tithe  for  the  firft  feven  years.  He  faid  he  rather  thought 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  miftaken ;  rape  he  believed  was 
often  cultivated  in  good  land.  As  the  bill  would  only  exempt  the 
produce  of  newly  reclaimed  land  from  tithe,  it  would  alfo  fall 
fhort  of  his  intention.  He  had  known  where  one  guinea  an 
acre  tithe  had  been  charged  for  rape  ;  he  could  not  fuppofe  that 
any  man  would  have  the  confcience  to  charge  this  for  newly  re- 
claimed or  for  barren  land ;  he  had  been  informed  that  4I.  an 
acre  had  been  charged  for  tithe ;  he  ^id  not  know  the  fa£l  bim- 
felf,  but  he  had  offered  to  produce  at  the  bar  the  perfons  who  had 
been  fo  charged ;  1 61.  for  four  acres  of  rap^.  He  underftood 
that  rape  had  become  a  very  confiderable  obje6^  of  exportation ; 
not  lefs  than  30,oopl.  worth  had  been  exported  in  the  lafl  year; 
^  premium  was  given  to  encourage  its  growth  ;  but  no  premium 
could  operate  to  any  f^fTect*  while  counteracted  by  fuch  enormous 
tithe  as  he  had  ftated. 

As  to  what  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  faid  refpeding 
the  bill  for  afccrtaining  the  tithe  of  flax  in  Munfter,  he  agreed 
with  him  that  the  bill  was  exceptionable,  but  the  exception  to  it 
was  that  it  did  not  abolifh  the  tithe  of  flax  altogether,  for  fure 
nothing  could  be  more  abfurd  than  to  tax  the  ftaple  mariufafture 
of  the  country.  He  had  (hewn,  that  flax  in  Munfter  was  charg- 
ed with  a  tithe  of  12s.  an  acre,  whereas  in  England,  though  it 
is  not  the  ftaple  of  the  country,  53.  is  the  tithe  allowed.  He 
defired  to  aflc  gentlemen,  did  they  think  that  England  would  not 
iay  any  impofition  at  all' upon  flax  were  it  the  ftaple  of  the  conn- 
try  ?  They  muft  confefs  ftie  would  not.  She  has  proved  it  by 
exempting  madder,  which  fhe  confidered  as  an  article  auxib'ary 
to  her  ftaple.  In  a  word,  he  was  of  opinion  that  every  thing 
cffential  to  the  manufadures  of  the  country  (hould  be  tithe  fite, 
and  that  the  legiflature  fhould  make  the  church  full  compenfation  - 
in  iponey ;  for  to  encourage  the  materials  of  manufadurc  with 
premiums  in  one  handj  aad  to  reprefs  them  by  a  demand  for 
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s  tithes  in  the  ottiery  was  jnoft  grofsly  abfurd.  He  would,  there- 
fore, whenever  the  queftion  came  fairly  before  the  Houfe,  pro- 
pofe  to  abolifh  all  tithe  on  ikx,  and  to  make  the  clergy  compen- 
'  fation  in  money.  At  the  iame  time  he  muft  obferve,  that  he 
could  not  have  fuppofed  any  body  of  men  would  refill  a  bill  giving 
fo  high  a  tithe  as  58.  an  acre  on  flax  in  Munfter. 

As  to  what  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  faid  with  re« 
fped  to  a  danger  which  might  arifc  from  the  bill,  he  could  fee  no 
caufe  fpr  fuch  fear.  The  bill,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  fecured  to 
the  clergy  a  tithe  of  5s.  per  acre  on  flax  in  Munfler,  did  alfo 
fecure  for  ever  to  the  North  its  prefent  modi|8.  It  was  to  be  re- 
cited in  the  preamble  of  the  bill — "  That  wJieVeas  the  linen  manu- 
faAure  had  flourifhed  where  ijax  was  exempted  from  tithe,  or  where 
a  moderate  modus  had  been  eftablilhed.'^  If  the  Houfe  would  affent 
to  this  preamble,  they  would  then  recognize  the  principle,  that 
manufa^ures  ihould,  as  far  as  poilible,  be  difencumbered  of  taxa- 
tion, and  he  was  convinced  every  gentleman  would  in  private  allow 
the  juftice  of  this  principle.  He  could  not  fee  why  any  reafotts 
of  delicacy  fhould  prevent  them  from  declaring  it.  He  knew 
it  was  fuppofed  that  though  the  bill  fhould  pafs  that  Houfe,  it 
might  be  loft  in  another  place ;  that  confideration  (hould  never 
deter  the  Commons  from  doing  their  duty.  Let  the  Commons 
pafs  fuch  bills  as  they  deemed  advantageous  to  the  country,  and 
throw  the  odium  of  rejefting  them  upon  others. 

There  were  three  bills  now  in  contemplation  ;  if  the  Houfe 
would  pafs  but  one  of  them,  he  fhould  be  much  obliged,  but  he 
ihould  efteem  the  favour  much  greater  if  they  would  pafs  the^ 
aU. 

The  Secretary  er  State  faid  as  gentlemen  had  fpoken  of 
tlie  three  bills  as  one  general  fubjeft,  he  hoped  to  be  indulged  with 
the  fame  liberty ;  he  would  certainly  vote  againfl  the  Speaker's 
leaving  the  chair,  for  as  te  faying  that  4I.  had  been  charged  upon 
an  acre  of  rape,  though  he  was  fure  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man had  heard  it,  and  though  he  would  give  the  "moll  implicit 
credit  to  what  he  aflferted  of  his  own  knowledge,  yet  this  was  fo 
monftrous.  It  required  not  a  moment's  attention;  however  fuch  a 
matter  being  alleged,  was  enough  to  prevent  him  from  giving  his 
confent  to  the  bilU  for  were  it  now  to  pafs,  it  would  imply  a  ne- 
ccffity  of  rellraining  tithes,  which  though  reprefented  as  enormous, 
would  be  eafily  proved  to  be  very  far  from  unreafonable.  This 
he  infbanced  in  ti  cafe  of  his  own  :  Some  years  ago  he  had  a  "very 

'  coniideraUe  crep  of  rape,  worth  not  lefs  than  lol.  an  acre; 

.  what  might  the  Houfe  fuppofe  he  had  been  charged  tithe  ?    One 
ihiUing  an  acre. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  allied,  would  England 
tax  the  materials  of  her  ftaple  trade  ?  The  anfwer  was,  is  wool 
taxed  in  England?     It  is,  though  the  Englilh  clergyman  hw 
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never  been  deprived' of  agiltment,  as  the  Irifli  clergymaXk  has;  a 
lots  to  which. nowevcr  they  will  quietly  fubmic. 

He  concluded  with  entreating  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman .to  clofe  with  the  propofal  of  the  Attorney  Gcneriu,of 
modifying  the  bill  for  improving  harren  latijds,  -fo  as  to  exempt 
them  totally  from  ^ithes  for- fc vert  years ;  thia,  he-faid,  as  a  mca- 
fure  equally  beneficial  to  ,the  clergy  and  laity,  Should  have  his 
hearty  <loncurrcnce. 

Mr.  Gr,attan  faid  he  did  nijt  jnean  to  protraft  the.dchatc; 
.  .be  had  ftat^  that  he  had  been  informed  that  .1.6I.  had  been 
charged  for  the  tithe  of  four  acres  qf  rape  ;  hc.was  ready  to  pro- 
duce the  perfon  who  affected  he  had  paid  It.  As  to  a  gaioeaan 
.^cre. being  paid  on  rajpe,  that*  he  bdieyed  jw»uld  jiot  he  contro- 
.  yerted,  if  it  W4S,  a  i»ej|^bcr  .then  in  the  -Houfe  .would  .d^ciftre  t^t 
he  h^d  paid  it. 

Tbe  right  honquraUe  gentleman,  had  faid,  what  was  un4ouht- 
iedly  true,  that  he  had  btcn  charged. but  ijs.  An  acccjfbr  tithe  of 
rape,  .but  could  a  more  powerful  argumeat  be  adduced  Xo  prove 
,jtl^e  nccdfitypf  reguUtihg  the  tkhe  by  Jaw?  a .grcsit .and power- 
,ful  maa  was  charged  but  is.  an  acre,  while  the  poor  fiwrnwer  .was 
charged  a  guinea,  not  to  mention  cafes  of  greater  enormity. 

The  Secretary  of  State  faid  he  aflured  the  right  hoBOW- 
rf)Je  gentleman,  that  is.  an  ^cre  (or  rape  was  the  charge  to  every 
pan  in  the  parifli  ]yhere  his  land  lay,  at  the  tiine  jtjbiat  h^yiras 
charged  tliat  fum. 

The  queftion  was  put,  that  the  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  chair, 
and  negatived..  - 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  comwuttee  on  tbe  biJI  for  im- 
proving barren  lands,  Mr.  Stewart  in  the  chair. 

Sir  Thomas  Osborne  moved  to  enlarge  the  time  of  exemp- 
tion to"  fourteen  years,  which  was  negatived. 

The  Attorney  General  faid  his  right  honourable  friend, 
in  bringing  foryvard  this  meafure,  had  conferred  very  great  advan- 
tages upon  both  the  clergy  and  laity,  and  was,  in  his  opinion, 
well  entitled  to  the  thanjcs  of  everv  friend  to  Jreland!  As  one, 
he  took  the  liberty  of  returning  hmi  his  very  hearty  thanks. 

Mr.  Corry  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  order,  a  bill 
to  explain  and  amend  an  a6i  paiTed  in  the  eleventh  and  twelfth 
years  of  his  prefent  MajeRy,  entitled  an  a^  for  grantii^g  and  con- 
tinuing to  his  Majefty  the  feveral  duties,  rates  and  tmpc^ttofis 
therein  mentioned,  for  the  ufe  of  the  corpotatioo  for  promoting 
and  carrying  on  an  inland  navigation  in  Ireland  j  which  was  re- 
<;eived  and  read  the  firit  time. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


-1P7W.3  T>    E   CR    AT  i;    a.  '393 

Tuesday,  March  ii,  178.8. 

Mr.  HoBART  reported  from  the  committee  on  the  petition  oJ^ 
the  fedan  chairmen,  that  they  had  fully  proved  the  allegations  of 
their  petition. 

Alderman  Warrbn  faid  that  the  laws  and  regulations  com- 
plained of  by  the  chairmen  were  framed  by  the  court  of  cfTif- 
'  tants>  ^nd  by  them  hande^  over,  with  their  powers,  to  the  com- 
miffionersof  police,  who  had  made  no  alteration  in  them.  Thefc 
laws  had'fince  been  revifed  and  confidered  by  the  Lord  Chancellor 
and  Chief  Judges,  and  figned  by  them  in  token  of  approbation. 
He  (aid  he  could  not  prefume  to  declare,  that  of  his  own  autho- 
rity he  would  alter  or  change  them,  though  he  faw  plainly  it  was 
the  wi(h  of  the  Houfethey  fliould  be  changed  ;  but,  guaranteed 
by  the  Houfe,  he  would  venture  to  fay,  that  the  .parts  complain* 
ed  of  by  the  petitioners  fhould  not  be  enforced,  until  they  had 
"Jjeen  reconfidered  by  the  judges  and  commifiloners  of  police. 
At  the  fame  time,  he  faid,  he  would  not  refift  the  wifhes  of  the 
'  Houfe,  he  would  aflure  gentlemen  that  thofe  badges  fo  much  com- 
plained of  as  burdenfome  and  oppreflive  by  the  chair-men,  were 
far  from  being  fo: — ^They  were  intended  to  be  worn  at  ^he  but- 
ton, and  to  be  marked  with  figures  correfponding  with  the  num- 
bers of  their  chairs  ;  and  it  was  expe£^ed  that  being  thus  liable  to 
he  )&nown»  the  .chaicmen  would  be  reilrained  from  great  rudenefs 
aijd  impropriety,  of  which  they  are  frequently  guilty  at  public 
places. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Hewitt  prefcnted  to  the  Houfe,  according  to 
order,  a  bill  for  continuing  the  a6is  relative  to  bankrupts,  and  for 
fevKRng,  Q»ntiauing  and  ameodiiig  certain  temjwi'ary  ftatutes; 
which  was  received  and  read  the  firft  tinie. 

LJr-  Qriffith  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  order, 
ab|}l  to  enforce  the  law  in  the  feveral  prifons  withii\  this  king- 
,  dom ;  which  was  received  and  read  the  firft  time. 


WfijiNESDAY,  March  iz,  1788. 

Mr.  Jo«N  Wn*LiAM  Foster  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  ac- 
cording to  order,  a  bill  to  amend  an  aft  paCTed  in  the  lad  feflion  of 
PailiamcBt,  for  improying  and  riepairing  the  turnpike  road  from 
Dublin  to  Dunleer ;  which  was  received  and  read  the  firfl  time. 

The  Ml  to  enforce  the  law  in  prifons,  was  read  a  fecond  time.' 

The  Attorney  General  obje^^ed-to  two  claufes  in  the  bill, 
rdative  to  the  gaoler  of  the  New  Prifon :  If  any  part  of  hif 
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condu£l  had  been  irregular,  he  faid,  he  might  be  profecuted  k 
due  courfe  of  law ;  but  he  deemed  it  highly  unconilitutional,  and 
^  a  dangerous  precedent^  to  puniih  men  by  a6b  of  Parliament 
made  ex  poft  faffo. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  bill  (hould  be  withdrawn,  and  the  ob- 
jectionable claufes  being  expunged,  it  (hould  be  prefented  anew. 

Mr.  Griffith  faid  he  was  ready  to  take  this  lenient  meJhod, 
becaufe  he  was  convinced  what  had  pafled  would  have  every  effe& 
he  had  hoped  from  the  claufes  ;  the  offences  of  the  gaoler  being 
merely  offences  of  omifiioo,  which  he  truiled  would  not  again  be 
repeated* 

Mr.  CoRRT  faid  that  he  hoped  it  would  be  fully  underftodd 
that  the  principle  on  which  the  Hottfe  aded  was  a  prindple  of 
conftitution — ^that  they  would  not  puniih  any  man  by  an  ex  po/t 
JaBo  law  ;  but  he  thought  it  incuiiibent  on  the  Houfe  to  deckc 
their  full  approbation  of  the  humane  and  charitable  condndof 
the  gentlemen  who  had  taken  fo  much  pains  to  alleviate  the  \s&» 
rors  of  imprifonment,  and  who  had  prepared  the  bilL  For  oot^ 
he  begged  them  to  accept  his  tribute  of  thanks. 

The  bill  was  withdrawn,  and  the  claufes  being  ftruck  out,  \ 
was  prefented  anew^  and  read  a  firft  time. 

Mr.  Hartley  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  order, i 
bin  for  better  fupplying  the  city  of  Dublin  with  water,  for  extend- 
ing the  powers  of  the  grand  jurie*  with  refpeft  to  the  roads  lying 
v/ithin  the  county  of  the  faid  city,  and  for  preventing  nuifancei 
thereon  and  in  the  neighbourhood  thereof; .  which .  was  receif- 
cd  and  read  the  firft  time. 

Sir  John  Blac^iere  made  fome  obfervations  on  theexpenca 
which  would  be  incurred  by  the  bill. 

Mr.  Hartley  faid  it  would  put  the  corporation  of  this  city 
to  a  very  great  expence  to  extend  their  pipe- water  works  to  the 
remote  parts  of  the  town,  neverthelefs  they  were  refolved  to  do 
fo,  for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  and  would  charge  but  the  fiwnc 
rates  that  were  paid  by  the  houfes  more  conveniently  fituated. 

Mr.  Holmes  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  order, 
a  bill  to  explain,  amend  and  render  ipore  effeAual  an  aA  paffed 
in  the  twenty -fifth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majcfty  King 
George  III.  entitled  an  aft  to  eftabUfh  the  bufinefs  of  a  pawn- 
broker, and  to  authorize  fuch  perfons  as  ftiall  be  duly  qualified 
to  carry  on  the  fame  to  lend  money  on  pawns  or  pledges,  and  to 
receive  intereft  at  a  higher  rate  than  heretofore  was  recoverable 
by  law ;  which  was  received  and  read  the  iirft  time. 
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Thursday,  March  13,  1788. 

Mr*  FiTZ HERBERT  fald  that  in  confequence  of  the  addrefles 
of  ParKament  to  the  late  Chief  Governor,  orders  had  been  given 
for  rtturns  to  be  made  of  the  endowments  and  funds  appropriated 
to  the  maintenance  of  public  fchools  throughout  this  kingdom, 
together  with  an  account  of  the  application  of  thefe  funds.  Se« 
veral  returns  had  accordingly  been  made,  but  fo  defediive  and  in- 
complete, that  it  was  impoflible  for  Government  to  proceed  in 
the  plan  of  education  without  being  made  more  perfe£^ly  acquaint- 
ed with  the  funds  for  that  purpofe,  than  from  the  returns  they 
could  be*  It  was,  however,  found  that  fufficient  power  was  not 
vetted 'in  the  Chief  Governor  to  enforce  true  returns,  and  there- 
fore it  was  neceffary  that  an  a6i  mould  be  paffed  to  enable  him  to 
appoint  commiffioners  to*  enquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  public 
fchools.  Thofe  commiffioners,  it  was  intended,  fhould  a6i  with- 
out any  expence  to  the  nation,  and  make  their  report  to  Parlia- 
ment on  the  firft  day  of  the  next  feffion,  in  order  to  lay  a  folid 
foundation  for  carrying  into  effe^  a  general  and  beneficial  fyftepi 
of  education. 

He  then  moved  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  fuch  bill ;  and 
leave  being  given,  he  foon  after  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  a  bill  to 
enable  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  or  other  Chief  Governor  or  Go- 
vernors of  this  kingdom,  to  appoint  commiffioners  for  enquiring 
into  the  feveral  funds  and  revenues  granted  by  public  or  private 
donations  for  the  purpofes  of  education  in  this  kingdom,  and  into 
the  ftate  and  condition  of  all  fchools  in  this  kingdom  on  public 
or  charitable  foundations,  and  of  the  funds  appropriated  for  the 
maintenance  and  fupport  thereof,  and  for  the  other  purpofes 
therein  mentioned ;  which  was  received  and  read  the  firft  time. 

The  bill  to  enforce  the  law  in  prifons,  being  read  a  fecond 
time, 

SirpRANCis  Hutchinson  obj e6led  to  two  claufes — ^that  for 
'  enabling  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  enlarge  the  falary  of  the  infpec- 
tor  general  of  prifons ;  and  that  for  enabling  the  chaplain  of  the 
New-prifon  to  have  the  duty  at  Bridewell  performed  by  deputy. 

The  Secretary  of  State  fpoke  in  terms  of  high  approba- 
tion of  the  great  merit  and  unabating  zeal  of  Sir  Jerome  Fitz- 
patrick,  infpedtor  general  of  prifons.  His  exertions  he  faid 
had  already  been  produdlive  of  much  benefit  to  the  nation.  By 
his  fkill  and  diligence  a  violent  gaol  fever  had  been  prevented  from 
fpreading  laft  fummer  at  Clonmel,  and  many  valuable  lives  had 
been  faved ;  yet  thefe  exertions  had  been  made  almoft  at  his  own 
private  expence,  for  the  trifling  falary  allowed  by  the  public  was 
fcarcely  fufficient  to  maintain  the  horfes  which  carried  him  from 
one  end  of  the  kingdom  to  the  other ;  he  therefore  trufted  the 
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honourable  baronet  would,  upon  confideration,  think  that  the  in- 
creafe  of  falary  propoftd  was  by  no  meana  too  great. 

Mr.  GRiFnrH  itoo^ed  that  the  conrmittee  to  w?iom  is  i^rred 
the  bill  for  enforcing  the  kw  in  prifons,  be  tmjiowercd  to  recei« 
a  claufe  to  prevent  the  admiffion  of  fpirituous  liquors  into  gaols. 

Mr.  Bu«OH  (bf  01dto\<rn}  moved  that  the  faid  committee  be 
empowered  to  receive  a  claufe,  to  empower  grand  juries  to  make 
prefentments  for  medicines  and  other  neceflarles,  for  fide  prifoiien 
confined  in  gaols. 

The  Secretary  of  State  moved  that  a  committee  heap- 
pointed  to  take  into  confideration  the  prefect  ftat^  of  tjhe  charter- 
fchools  of  Ireland.  He  obferved,  that  much  advantage  migk 
in'' this  buiiiiefs  be  derived  from  the  opinion  and  advice  of  the  be- 
nevolent Mr.  Howard,  who  was  at  prefcnt  in  Dublin,  and  wodd 
.  attend  the  committee.  .  % 

The  Houfe  refoKed  itfclf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  Honfc 
upon  the  Revenue-bin, 

Counfel  appeared  at  the  bar  in  fupport  of  the  petition  of  tk 
'  brewers  of  the  city  of  DuWin. 

Several  brewers  were  exatnmed  by  Counfel,  and  cr6fs-exaBiIn- 
cd  by  Mr.  Beresibrd. 

Mr.  B^R^SFORO  faid  he  could  not  cotiient  to  give  i:^  the  oetii 
complained  of  in  the  petition  :  he  knew  that  if  it  wots  removed) 
the  brewers  would  recur  to  the  prai^ice  of  underfelling  eadi  otter 
to  fuch  a  degree,  as  utterly  to  ruin  the  manufedurc^;  but  while 
they  were  bound  tb  ufe  a  certain  proportion  of  materkds,  iad  to 
charge  a  certain  price,  there  was  a  fair  field  for  ^mulatioa  and 
honeft  coTlteft,  who  fhould  produce  the  beft  liquor ;  and  as  it  bad 
appeared  in  evidence,  that  Tome  perfons  had  evaded  the  oath,  be 
was  defirous  to  make  it  more  ftri6t  in  the  points  that  l^d  not  been 
found  fiifiiciently  binding.  However,  he  would  confent  to  alter 
the  words  whicli  the  brewers  faid  prohibited  them  from  (cndiB^ 
liorhe  ale  to  their  cuftomers,  and  he  would  alfo  confent  to  allov 
them  to  change  any  drink  which  might  be  fpoiled  througb 
socident. 


pRiDAY,  March  14,  1788. 

Mr.  CoLTiLLE  prefented  to  the  I^oufe,  according  to  ^^^^^^ 
a  hiR  for  the  further  payment  of  the  debts  of  the  Iht^  corporatwo 
for  ■promoting  inland  navigations  .in  Ireland,  by  rcdifyin?  •  j? 
ommion  iti  the  fchedule  annexed  to  the  ad  of  laft  fcfiioh,  entitle 
an  ad  for  direfting  the  application  of  the  funds  granted  hy*^" 
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liament  for  promotiBg  aod  carrying  cm  inlaq^  Qavigstions  in  this 
kiDgdopiy  and  for  the  purpofes  therein  ^nentioned ;  which  was  re- 
ceived, a^d  read  the  fird  time. 

Mr,  Bolton  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  order,  a 
bill  to  amend  an  adt  paffed  in  the  laft  feffibn  of  Parliament,  enti- 
tled an  aft  for  regulating  the  bakjng  trade ;  which  was  received 
and  read  the.  fir  ft.  time* 

Several  bills  were  read  a  fecoxid  tinie,  &c.  but  there  was  no| 
any.  bufinfifs  tfiat  produced  debate. 


Saturday,  March  15,  1788. 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole 
Haufcy  to  take  into  confideratioi>.  a  bill  to  enforce  the  law  in  the 
fcveral  prifbns  within  this  kingdom,  Mr.  Holmes  in  the  chair. 

A  claofe  For  encrealing  the  falary  of  the  infpeftor  of  prifon* 
to  400I,  per  annum-^-^  claufe  for  encreafing  the  falary  of  the 
gaoler  of  the  county  of  Dublin— a  claufe  to  preTcnt  tbe  adanf- 
Son  of  fpirits  intoprifons — and  a  claufe  to  empower  grand  juries 
to^make  prefentments  for  neceflaries  and  medicines  for  iick  pn* 
foners—'were  all  agreed  to. 

Sir  HfiWRY  Cavbndish  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to 
order,  a-  bill  to  enforce  the  payment  of  intereft  on  private  loans, 
and  for  the.  relief  of  widows,  younger  children,  annuitants  and 
otheis ;  whidti  was  received  and  read  the  firft  time« 

Mr.  CpNOLLY  faid  that  it  had  long  been  the  wiih  of  his  heart, 
to  emancipate  the  lower  order  of  his  countrymen  from  the  preffurc 
of  a  tax.  That,  he  knew,  and  could  prove,  they  were  not  able  to 
pay;  that  he  had  given  notice  of  his  intention,  two  years  ago, 
and  would  laft  year  have  brought  forward  a  fpecific  motion  for 
that,pur^fe,  but  tbs^t  he  found  that  very  order  of  people,  which 
he  m^i^t  to  relieve,  had  behaved  in  a  diforderly  manner,  and  had 
not  ihevvQ  themfelvcs  amenable,  to  the  laws.  That  by  the  death 
of  our  late  Viceroy,  and  the  arrival  of  our  prefent  Chief  Gover- 
nor at  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  when  he  muft,  of  neceffity, 
b^  overwhelmed  with  much  bilfincfs,  he  had  poftponed  his  inten- 
tion till  his  excellency  could  have  time  to  inveftigate  the  fubjeft, 
and  that  this  fcffion  he  (houML  only  move  for  information  by  the 
refoltrtioofl  he  fhould  have ; the  honour  to  read,  to  be  laid  before 
the  HoAiire,  at  the  opening  of  next  feffion,  by  which,  if  they 
were  agxeed  to,  the  Houfe  would  .be  able  to  judge  of  .the  defal- 
cation of  revenue,  andiof  courfe  be  able  to  fupply  the  deficiency, 
which  he  conceived  could  be  done,  without  oppreffion,  in  col- 
lecting of.  the  very  tax  itfelf,.  by  adding,  if  necelTary,  fomething 
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more  to  the  fhare  of  the  rich.  That  he  was  not  riVctted  to  his 
owti  method  of  procuring  information,  and  (hould  willingly  adopt 
that  of  any  other  gentleman  ;  but,  that  the  information  mnft  be 
of  a  public,  and  refponfible  nature,  and  not  of  a  private  one-; 
that  he  had  chofen  two  methods  of  procuring  this  knowledge, 
that  the  one  fliould  be  a  check  on  the  other.  He  believed  the 
clergy  would  be  happy  to  contribute  to  the  eafe  of  their  poor  fel- 
low-creatures, and  would  readily  undertake  the  tafk ;  the  hearth* 
money  colleftors,  in  going  their  rounds  of  col]e£tion,  could  eafily 
make  enquiries ,  but,  he  doubted  their  integrity  in  the  bafinefs, 
as  they  were  interefted  in  concealing  the  real  value  of  their  dif- 
ferent walks.     He  then  moved, 

F'trji.  That  the  proper  officer  do  lay  before  this  Houfc,  on 
the  firft  day  of  next  feflion,  an  account  of  the  houfes,  in  counties 
at  large  in  this  kingdom,  paying  hearth-money,  which  are  not  of 
a  greater  value  than  30s.  per  annum,  on  the  full  improved  rent^ 
and  are  inhabited  by  perfons,  who  have  not  lands,  goods,  or  chat* 
tels,  of  the  value  of  5I.  in  their  poflcffion. 

iSecQitd,  That  the  miniftcrs  or  curates,  and  cburch^wardem^ 
of  the  different  parifhes,  in.  counties  at  large,  in  this  kingrdonir; 
do  on  or  before  the  firft  day  of  January  next,  return  to  the  net-- 
gifters  of  the  refpeAive  diocefes  in  this  kingdom,  an  account  ot. 
all  the  houfes,  in  their  refpe^tive.  pariftes,  paying  hearth-money^  • 
which  are  not  of  a  greater  value  than  30s.  per  annum,  on  the 
full  improved  rent,  and  are  inhabited  by  perfons,  who  have  not 
lands,  goods,  or  chattels,  of-  the  value  of  5I.  in  their  poffefiion*' 

Third.     Ordered,  that  a  copy  of  this,  and  the  above  refolu-  ' 
tion,  figned  by  the  Speaker  of  this  Houfe,  be  forthwith,  fent  to 
the  regiilers  of  the  refpeftive  diocefes  in  this  kingdom,  and  that  • 
fald  regiflers,  immediately  on  the  receipt  thereof,  do  ferve  the 
minifters  or  curates,  and  church-wardens,  of  the  different' pariflic^ 
in  their  refpcftive  diocefes,  with  copies  of  the  above  refolution,  * 
arfd  that  fa  id  regifters  do,  on  the  firft  day  of  next  feflion,  lay  be- 
fore this  Houfc,  all  fuch  atcouiits  as  fhall  be  returned  to  them  by 
mrnlfters  or  curates,  and  church*- wardens,-  purfuant  to  the  above 
refolution,  and  alfo  a  lift  of  the  nsmies  of  the  min?fters  or  curates* 
and  church- wardens,  whom  theyhave  ferved  with  a  copy  of  ftkfc  * 
order,  together  with  the  names  of  the  parifhea  to  which  they  re- 
fpe^ively  belong. 

•Mr.  0*Neil  fald  he  rofe  to  fecond  his  right  honourable  friend; 
this  being  a  fubjedl  on  which  he  had  formerly  declared  his  opi- 
nion, and  in  which  he  had  felt  himfelf  fo  deeply  interefted  for  his 
poor  fellow-creatures,  that  he  had  taken  much  pains  to  examine  it 
minutely,  but  he  was  forry  to  fay  that  he  found  it  fo  very  difficult 
that  he  wa$  obliged  to  abandon  it  in  defpair ;  he  was  however 
happy  to  find  that  it  was  fallen  into  abler  hands,  and  hoped  hi» 
right  honourable  friend  might  fucceed  in  forming  fome  fpecific 
plan,  that  he  might  eaf&thepoor  without  injuring  the  public  reve-  • 
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nuc ;  but  he  defircd  that  he  might  not  be  fuppofed  pledged  to 
that  plan  until  he  had  feen  and  confidered  it. 

Mr.  Bus  HE. — I  fkall  fay  nothing  to  the  pc^qr  or  impolicy  of 

the  tax  of  hearth-money,  neither  (hall  I  attempt  to  depreciate 

the  humane  intentions  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  but  I 

will  take  the  liberty  to  fay,  that  the  thing  he  defires  to  ha've 

:  done,  is  totally  impoffible.     He  dcfires  that  the  proper  officer 

may  lay  before  this  Houfe,  an  account  of  all  houfes  of  no  greater 

▼alue  than  308.  a  year,  inhabited  by  perfons  not  being  landholders, 

]  whofe  property  does  not  exceed  yl.     But  who  is  the  proper  officer 

that  can  appreciate  any  man's  property?     Who  can  fay  how 

i  much  any  man  is  worth  ?     The  officer  can  tell  whether  the  houfe 

i  is  good  or  bad,  clean  or  dirty,  furnifhed  of  unfiirnifhed ;  but 

I  what  worldly  property  the  inhabitant  pofiefFes,  no  man  but  him- 

[  fclf  can  tell. 

[      Now  though  I  would  be  exceedingly  ready  to  give  the  right 

i   Iwnourable  gentleman  every  information  in  my  power,  yet  I  very 

I    nnch  queftibn  the  prudence  of  the  refolution,  even  admitting  it 

were  pra£iicable,  for  if  you  hold  out  to  every  man  who  thinks  the 

tax  of  hearth-money  burdenfome,  an  hope  that  he  may  be  exone* 

,'  rated  from  it,  and  if  (as  moft  affuredly  will  be  the  cafe)  you  are 

1  unable  to  accompHfh ,  his  hope,  who  will  be  refponfible  for  the 

■  cdnfequences  ?     Are  you  very  fure  that  you  will  be  able  to  com- 

pcnfate  the  revenue  for  the  exemption  delired  ?    And  if  you  are 

f'  not,  are  you  very  fure  that  you  will  not  raifc  difcontents,  which 
it  may  be  very  difficult  to  aUay  ? 
It  is  certain  that  the  hearth-money  man  will  be  unable  to  make 
I  the  return  defired ;  and  it  is  equally  certain  the  mlnifter  or  curate 
1  will  be  even  more  unable.     The  hearth-money  man  certainly  goes 
'  through  the  parifhes,  the  minifter  does  not ;  but  would  it  not  be 
j  a  little  hard  on  the  minifter  to  employ  him  in  this  fervice  ?     For 
I  if  you  deiire  him  to  hold  out  to  the  peafant,  that  the  payment  of 
f  2s.  a  year  to  the  ftate,  from  which  he  "receives  fome  benefit,  is  a 
•  grievance,  will  it  not  inftantly  occur  to  him  that  the  payment  of 
OS.  per   acre  to   the   church,  from  which  he   does   not   think 
he  receives   any  benefit,  is  a  ftill  greater  grievance?     I  men- 
tion this  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  is  a  great  friend 
of  the  church,  that  he  may  not  unwarily  place  the  clergy  in  a 
fituation  where  he  would  not  wifli  to  fee  them  ;  and  I  requeft  him 
to  confider,  whether,  if  the  common  people  reflect,  that  hearth- 
money  was  inftituted  near  an  hundred  years  ago  and  has  not  been 
raifed  fince,  but  has  always  remained  at  the  fame  rate  notwith' 
ibnding  the  conftant  decreafe  in  the  value  of  money,  whereas 
tithes  daily  encreafe,  will  they  not  vote  that  tithes  are  a  burden, 
which  has  increafed,  is  increasing,  and  ought  to  be  dimini^ed  ? 

Let.  me  fay  one  word  before  I  fit  down,  in  juttice  to  Adminif* 
tration,  whofe  attention  to  the  poor,  and  wifh  to  relieve  them 
from  every  oppreffion,  is  highly  honourable.     The  whole  fyltem 
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of  cpltc^ting.  bearth-mDiiey  has  been  changcvd/  tlie  opgreffion  of 
deputies  and^he  peculatioii  of  co^Aon  is,  1  lu)|>e^  ^K(hed  ftf 
ever ;  under  the  new  arrangement  near  30,000  Koufes  will  be 
exempt, .  and:  every  compbint'  agaioft  the  injofBce^  of  o&ers  iriD 
be  ftridly  attended  to ;  aid  afDer*  this  I  hopeue'geRtlemair'wffi' 
interfere  with  Gavernment,  on  behalf  of  anyheBrthHaKmey  col- 
le£bop  that  mxy  be  difmiffed  foir  ilkbehaviouri 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid  he  couid^notfe^ 
bow  any  man  of  the  lead  indulby  cotild  cofflplain  of  a  tax  of 
2S.  a  year — a  tax  inlUtuted  near  a  century  agQ,  when  the  pnce 
of  labour  was  not  half  fo  great  as  at  the  prefent  day,  aad  conf^ 
quehtly  when  in  cSt&,  the  tax  was  double.  He  obiervtd  that 
this  was  alraoil  the  fiagle  tax  pjiid  by  th&  poor,  of  Ireland,  aad  as 
it  would  be  extremely  di&ult  to  inflitUte  any  other  in  its  placet" 
the  word  efFefts  might  be  produced  by  holding  out  to  the  pcopfc; 
a  kind  of  promi£e  to  remove  it,  which  promiieit  might  not  beis 
the.p9wer  of  Parliament  to  perform^ 

He  faid  it  was  not  the  tax  of  hearth-money  that  wa<a  a  gWevaMft* 
to  the  poor,  but  the  opiprcfiive  inanrter  in  which  it  vt^ascoUedledlr 
but  he  underdood  tl^t  the  Board  had  turned  their  attention)!^ 
that  fuhjedl,  and  he  was  confident-  the  grievance  would  bc'i'^edfctti 

Mr.  Stewart  faid  he  did  not  agree  with  gentlemen  infap»j 
pofing  any  \ery  great  danger  from  the  refolutions ;  fome  yean 
ago  Parliament  had-  called  for  an  account  of  the  houfes  of  one  * 
heaithj  and  no  very  dreadful  commotion  had  foltowed. 

A  right  honourable  gentleman  had  faid  that  this  was  the  oulj 
tax  that  reacl;ied  the  poor ;  but  a  moment's  refle£lion  would  (hew 
him  the  miilake  ;  for  though  the  poor-fhould  not  be  taxed  ataBi* 
tithes  and  taxes  reach  to  every  article  of  their  confumption.-      r 

Mt.  CoNOLLY  faid  that  he  faw  ho  difficulty  in  finding  outfit 
proper  of&certo  lay  this  infbrmatiori  before  the  Houfe;  tBefC* 
was  a  fupervifor  of  heaftK-mohey,  and"  a  comniiffioher  appoinftil* 
to  fuperintend  that  very  department.  He  conceived  that  there- 
•lu6lance  of  gentlemen  to  have  this  matter  mvelirgated,*  proceeded 
from  the  many  frauds  that  would  come  to  light',  in  cohfequenccof 
fuch  intelligation  ;  when  it  would^ appear  that  patronage  was  at 
the  bottom  of  tlieil-  refufal.  Was  it  not  well' known,  that  wlica 
a  gentleman'  folicited,  from  the  minifter,  a  hearth-money  collec- 
tion, that  infield  of  ^ol.  a  year,  its  nominaWalue,  that  He  con- 
fidcied  it  as  from  I  to  200I.  a  year,  and  whence  did  this  arifc, 
but  out  of  the  plunder  of  the  people,  already  too  wretched,  by 
taking  iiidtilgcnce 'money,  and  by  afterwards  taking  their  potj 
their  blanket,  and  at  laft  their  door,  and  making  what  retuni 
they  thought  proper  to  the  public  treafury. 

The  very  aft  iifclf  originated  in  injuftice,  and  it  wjis  continiiw  , 
in  oppreflion.     Gentlemen   fecmed  to   have  forgot,  its  origii« 
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This  tax  was  given  in  England  and  Ireland  to  Charles  II.  in  lieu 
of  his  right  to  wardfhip  and'  marriage.  The  poor  felt  none  of 
this  oppreffion,  they  cared  not  whom  their  children  married,  Hot 
fo  the  yich;  but  Hill  this  tax  was,  by  the  rich,  put  upon  the 
poor.  At  the  revolution,  in  England,  King  William  took  away 
this  tax,  and  fubdituted  a  window-tax,  in  the  place  of  it ;  the 
houfe  of  a  poor  man  there,  having  only  fix  windows,  was  exempt- 
ed. Compare  an  Englifh  houfe  with  fix  windows,"  to  an  Irifli 
houfe  witb  only  one  hearth,  which  is  pooreft  ? 

He  faid  that  he  did  not  even  intend  to  taks  in  all  the  houfcs  in 
Ireland,  in  this  predicament,  but  only  to  exempt  the  lower  order 
of  people,  as  defcribed  in  this  refolution  ;  the  farmer  and  many 
others,  were  well  able  to  pay,  and  it  w«uld  not  fervd  them  to  take 
off  an  old  and  ftinted  tax,  that  would  not  grow,  and  leave  thenr 
ppen  to  the  rapacity  of  minifters,  who  when  they  might  want 
money,  would  fubftitute  a  new  tax,  which  from  its  youth  might 
be  an  increafing  one ;  the  poor  man,  (he  would  afterwards 
prove)  could  not,  from  his  means,  live  honeftly,  (he  fpoke  of 
tj^e  neighbourhood  of  the  metropolis,  in  which  he  lived)  and  he 
.  ^d  not  bejieve  the  poor  were  better  off  in  other  parts  of  the  king- 
dom, except  in  the  heart  of  the  linen  manufa^uring  counties* 
If  he  fhouid  prove  that  the  poor  could  not  live  honeftly  upon 
what  they  earned,  he  fhould  confider  Government,  in  ena6ling  this 
tax,  to  be  acceffaries  before  the  faft,  in  the  many  depredations 
they  were  pbliged  to  commit  upon  their  neighbours. — That  he 
did  not  mean  to  blame  this  Adminiftration,  nor  late  ones,  for  this 
cfFe6t,  but  to  hope  that  the  recent  one  would  put  an  end  to  it ; 
cfpecially  ds  the  circumflances  of  the  country,  as  lately  flated  by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  were  in  fuch  a  profperous  way, 
as  to  have  induced  him  to  bring  forward  a  bill  for  reducing  the 
public  intereft  of  money,  from  fix  to  five  per  cent.  Nay,  Sir, 
faid  he,  the  whole  of  this  obnoxious  tax  could  be  taken  off,  and 
the  quantum  of  its  produce  nearly  paid,  out  of  the  redundancy 
of  tnofe  taxes  that  were  voted  in  178^,  which  were  then  calctf- 
lated  to'  produce  140,000!. — but  that  had  fince  produced 
190,000!. — They  were  voted  to  equalize  our  revenue  to  our  ex- 
pences,  at  the  opening  of  a  commercial  treaty  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, which  had  failed,  God  reft  its  manes  !  and  thank  God,  we 
were  now  in  profperity  with  a  free  trade,  as  undefined  as  the  pre- 
rogative, and  he  hoped  it  would  thrive  as  well. 

He  then  ftated  the  preamble  of  the  aft  of  William  and  Mary, 
upon  the  repeal  of  the  hearth-money  tax  in  England.  It  was 
declared  therein,  to  be  **  not  only  a  great  oppreffion  to  the  poorer 
fort,  but  a  badge  of  flavery  upon  the  whole  people  ;'*  expofing 
every  man's  houfe  to  be  entered  into,  and  fearched  at  pleafure, 
by  perfons  unknown  to  him — and  therefore  to  ere6l  a  lafling  mo- 
nument of  his  Majefty's  goodnefs  in  every  houfe  in  the  kingdom, 
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thti  duty  of  hearth-money  was  taken  away  and  abolifhcd.  Now, 
Sii's  faid  he,  if  King  WiUtam  did  this  for  his  Engliih  fubjeds, 
why  (hould  not  his  prefent  Majefty  eredi  alafting  monument  of  his 
goodnefs  in  every  poor  man's  houfe  in  Ireland  ?  I  am  pcrfuaded 
that  if  his  Majefty  was  thoroughly  and  honeftly  informed  of  the 
fituation  of  our  poor  countrymen,  he  would  willingly  ftand  thdr 
friend.  They  are  fufiiciendy  taxed  by  their  fituation  in  life— 
they  procure  us  bread,  and  fight  his  battles.  When  I  know  that 
they  cannot  pay  the  tax  out  of  their  honeft  earnings,  as  an  ac« 
count  which  I  (hsjl  fiate  of  their  expences  in  living,  will  prove, 
I  fhould  have  hopes  of  the  tax  upon  them  being  aboHlhei 
He  then  read  the  following  accounts  of  a  poor  man's  neceilaiy 
expences. 

One  man  confumes 

per  day.  In  the  year.  Price.  Sum. 


har,  Jl,  lb.  oz.  L    s.  L 

7lb.  of  potatoes        7     12  at  5s.  pen  bar.     i   18  0 

I  oz.  of  butter                   22   13  at  6d.  per  lb        on  4I 

I  - 1 2  th  part  of  a  "1      cnvi,    pottle, 

flone  of  oaten  >        561  at  iis.  per  cwt.  2     i  l| 
meal               J 


3  pints  butter- 


gaL        pints. 


milk              I  ^3^     O'    7  at  id.for5qrt8.  o  15    4J 

Salt             -  -*  -             -              -              oro 

kt/bes* 

i  kifb  of  turf  1  ^    oj  1  -n. 

per  week       j  4°  at  i8d,  per  ki(h    300 

Houfc  Rent               -  -  -              - 

Clothing          -  .  -              - 


,  I 

2 

9- 

0 

16 

0. 

10 

6 

»i 

Labourers  means  of  fubfiftence. 
Labourers,  at  7d.  and  8d,  per  day,  the  average  1 

7   d.  deducing  52  Sundays  and  10  Holydays,  >      9     9    4^ 
the  amount  for  303  working  days,  comes  to     j 


Balance  againft  the  poor  man  -  o  16  io| 

£.   10    6    2| 


He  faid  one  kifh  of  turf  per  week,  will  fcarcely  allow  of,  the 
nccelTary  faving  towards  Inpplying  a  fire  to  boil  the  potatoes,  and 
bake  the  griddle  bread,  during  the  twelve  weeks  in  fummer,  left 
o  it  of  this  calculation. 
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Neither  beer  or  meat  are  allowed  the  poor  man  in  the  above 
aCcoant,  bccaofe  he  cannot  purchafe  them. 

He  faid  he  was  not  difmayed  at  the  pfefent  manner  of  treating 
his  motion — that  knowing  he  was  right,  he  fhould  perfeverc  to 
the  laft  hour  that  he  had  the  honour  to  have  a  feat  in  that  Houfe 
— ^that  when  he  could  no  longer  fpeak  (landing,  and  was  permit 
ted  to  do  it  fitting,  he  would  ftiU  .utter  his  feeble  voice,  to  endea- 
^our  to  emancipate  his  poor  fellow  creatures  and  countrymen, 
from  a  tax  fo  oppreflive  to  them,  and  fo  difgraceful  to  the  Go- 
vernment  that  continued  to  enforce  it. 

Mr.  Burgh  (Accountant  General)   faid   when  he  rofe  to 

oppofe  the  refolutions,  he  did  not  do  it  through  any  obje^ion  to 

uiefulinformation  being  given,  but  becaufe  it  was  impoflible  to 

obtain  the  information  that  was  required,  and  Parliament  mufl  aU 

ways  appear  frivolous  when  orders  are  given  that  cannot  be  com- 

\'  plied  with.     What  officer  could,  or  dare,  go  through  this  king. 

-.  dpm  to  value  the  rentage,  the  property  and  circumftances  of  about 

;[  £lir  hundred  thoufand  people,  which  this  refolution  comprehends  ? 

And  how  could  this  property  be  afcertained  ?     Is  it  in  the  paf- 

ture  field,  that  may  be  common  to  hundreds,  where  it  would  be 

the  intereft  of  the  cottager  to  difown  his  property  for  a  moment, 

that  he  might  be  rendered  a  permanent  objeft  of  vour  compaf« 

:  fion  ? 

j:       He  faid,  whenever  the  Houfe  was  prepared  and  determined  to 

t  go  into  the  fubjeft,  which  he  knew  never  would  be  till  a  fuitable* 

I   commutation  was  agreed  on,  no  delay  need  be  given  for  want  of 

a  proper  return.     The  houfes  containing  hearths,  from  one  to 

feventy-fix,  (which  is  the  higheil)  would  be  ranged  in  the  feveral 

clafles  in  a  week's  notice. 

He  agreed  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  that  King 
William  took  off  the  hearth-money  tax  of  England,  which  ren* 
dered  him  very  popular  ;  and  certainly  a  King  coming  to  the 
"  throne  as  he  , did,  required  to  ingratiate  himfelf  by  popularity  ; 
he  got  It,  and  then  he  availed  himfelf  of  it  to  extend  monftrous 
taxes.     He  cannot  be  faid  to  give  up  a  tax  he  commuted. 

In  refpe6l  to  the  popularity  of  the  meafure,  that  arofe  en- 
tirely irom  the  upper  clafs  of  the  people,  to  whom  the  hearth 
money  tax  was  conceded — ^they  did  not  like  to  have  officers 
trample  through  their  houfes  on  any  pretext  whatever — ^but  the 
debate  of  to-day  docs  not  apply  to  that  clafs  of  people,  it  is  con- 
fined to  the  cottager ;  there  the  officer  has  no  occafion  to  do  more 
than  count  the  houfes  ;  the  chimnies  tell  themfelves. 

He  obferved,  that  he  did  not  fee  this  tax  in  fo  fentimental  a 
light  as  fome  gentlemen  did  ;  for  the  real  fa6t  is,  that  the  landlord 
ultimately   pays  this  tax,  and  the  landlords  tell  the  cottagers 
to  blame    the   Parliament  for  it ;  but  he  would  tell  the  co*-. 
tager  that  if  Parliament  took  it  off  to-morrow,  it  is  the  land  J 
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lord  that  is  heir  at  hw  to  the  donatioDy  becaufe  he  would 
immediately  demand,  and  doubtlefs  he  would  get  two  M- 
lings  a  year  more  for  the  tenement  than  he  had  before.— 
To  fpeak  i^in  truth,  it  is  the  landlord  that  complains— it  ii 
the  landlord  that  is  aggrieved,  becaufe  it  is  he  that  pays  it,  aod 
he  that  ought  to  pay  it  ;  but  even  to  fuppofe  for  a  moment  that 
that  tax  was  really  paid  by  the  labourer,  then  he  would  adtife 
tliem  to  keep  lefs  holidays— four  of  their  faints  would  pay  the 
whole  of  the  hearth-money. 

He  faid  his  right  honourable  friend  did  not  offer  any  commu- 
tation ;  but  on  the  contrary  he  fays,  Government  does  aot  re- 
quire any,  they  can  aiford  to  part  with  this  tax^  becaufe  thit 
Parliament  in  1785  granted  new  taxes  of  1 40,0001.  which  toro- 
e4out  190,0001,  per  ann. 

This  very  ftrange  aflertion,  he  faid,  was  frequently  made,  but 
he  could  not  let  gentlemen  amufe  themfelves  with  fo  falfe  an  opi- 
nion ;  for  the  fad  is,  that  the  income  of  the  Crown  for  the  pur- 
pofes  of  maintaining  the  feveral  eftablifhrnents  was  but  Z^f^ 
more  in  the  year  1787  than  it  was  in  the  year  1784. 

Parliament  meant  to  g^ve  the  Government  of  the  countif 
i40,oooL  per  annum  ;  you  arc  all  proud  of  it — you  all  alfel 
it ;  then  of  courfe  you  owe  the  deficiency  to  Govemmol. 
Gentlemen  look  only  at  one  fide  of  the  account ;  you  cer- 
tainly gave  taxes,  but  you  monopolized  the  benefit  of  Ihetn  by 
the  antemanum  payments ;  payments  perhaps  that  are  highly  ad* 
vantageous  to  the  country ;  but,  however,  I  mull  aflert  that 
they  intercept  the  treafure  in  its  road  to  the  Exchequer. 

Mr.  Forbes  faid  that  he  was  forry  to  obferve,  that  the  read- 
ing  of  the  account  of  the  income  and  expcnces  of  the  unfortu- 
nate Irifli  peafant,  fhould  excite  merriment  in  the  Houfc--l* 
thought  a  detail  of  fuch  mifery  fhould  produce  in  every  humane 
breafl  very  different  fenfatioiis.  He  was  at  a  lofs  to  account  wbf 
Adminiftvation  fhould  objedi  to  the  motion  of  his  right  honoura- 
ble friend.  It  had  been  Hated  in  that  Houfe  by  high  authbrilfi 
that  there  were  not  a  more  wretched  or  opprefTcd  fet  of  bcirig»ia 
the  world  than  the  peafantry  of  a  great  part  of  Ireland;  cbold. 
the  Houfe  confident  with  juitice  or  humanity,  fuffer  th^  feffioa 
to  pa^i  away  without  any  meafure  being  adopted  for  their  rcKtf  ? 
A  right. honourable  friend  of  his  [Mr.  Grattan]  had  propofed 
the  adaption  of  a  certain  plan  for  the  relief  of  the  people  on  the 
fuhjeft  of  tithes  ;  that  had  been  qppofed  by  the  prefeiit  Admim- 
fl ration ;  this  day  even  the  fuggeftion  of  redrefs  of  a  grievjuice, 
which  every  perfon  admitted  to  exiil,  was  alfo  refilled  by*  Admi- 
niftration  ;  therefore  it  was  fair  to  conclude,  that  it  was  not  tto 
intention  to  afford  any  relief  to  the  lower  order  of  people  in  this 
kingdom.  To  the  mode  of  proceeding  of  the  right  honourable 
mover,  objcdions  had  been  made,  which  had  been  conceived  not 
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'  to  be  well  founded.  The  reColutions  he  propofed  appeared  to  be 
perfcdlly  proper.  It  was  a  rule  of  Parliament,  he  faid,  that 
when  a  member  propofed  the  abolition  of  a  tax,  in  that  Houfe, 
he  (hould  at  the  fanie  time  propofe  another  tax,  as  a  fubilitute 
•to  make  up  the  deficiency  of  the  Revenue,  occaiioned  by  fuch  an 
abolition,  in  order  to  afcertain  the  amount  of  that  deficiency,  or 
in  other  words  the  number  of  thofe  whom  he  propofed  to  ex- 
empt from  hearth- money.  His  right  honourable -friend  had 
moved  thofe  refolutions.  It  had  been  contended  by  the  oppofers 
of  his  motion,  that  the  Houfe  (hould  decide  firft,  and  enquire 
afterwards ;  though  he  could  not  admit  fuch  a  procedure  to  be 
either  rational  or  parliamentary,  he  would  in  this  inftance  gratify 
thofe  oppofers  by  declaring  without  hefitation,  that  it  was  his  . 
clecided  opinion,  that  the  man  whofe  houfe  and  garden  are  not 
worth  more  than  thirty  (hillings  per  ann.  who  is  not  poffeifed  of 
lands,  goods,  or  chatties,  exceeding  in  value  five  pounds,  ought 
not  to  pay  any  tax  whatfoever.  He  declared  that  he  was  happy 
to  fee  a  meafure  of  thii  nature  brought  forward  by  the  right  ho- 
nourable member.     When  the  lower  order  of  the  people  faw  men 

'of  the  firft  defcription  in  the  landed  intcreft  advance,  as  the  zea-  . 
lous  aflertors  of  their  rights,  and  their  determined  proteAors 
from  opprelfion,  they  would  repofe  proper  confidence  in  the  re- 
prefentatives  of  the  people,  and  inftead  of  being  influenced  by 
that  defpair,  which  an  apprehenfion  of  their  interefts  being  totally  " 
negledledy  muft  infpire,  they  would  dentean  themfdves  properly, 
and  reft  on  what  he  truiled  was  a  well  founded  expe^ation,  that 
the  perfeverance  of  the  right  honourable  member  and  his  friends, 
would  at  a  future  and  early  period  obtain  for  them  effed^ual  re- 
Kef. 

Mr.  Grattan  faid  that  if  gentlemen  were  agreed  in  the  prin- 
.ciple  they  wbuld  not  differ  about  the  mode  ;  there  was  no  doubt 
that  fuch  an  order  could  be  framed  as  to  give  the  Houfe  fatisfac* 
tory  knowledge  of  fuch  perfons  as  come  within  hi»  right  honour^ 
able  friend's  defcription  of  poverty  ;  and  a  -knowledge  alfo  of  the 
amount  of  their  ufual  payment,  that  we  might  know  the  fum  to 
be  cocftpenfated  to  the  ftate ;  the  hearth-money  a6U  had  admitted 
the  poverty  of  the  peafant  to  be  afcertainable,  for  tliey  gave  ex- 
onptions  to  a  de&rvption  of  perfons  who  had  but  four  pounds,  a9 
certified  by  the  magiftrate.  Why  not  fend  out  an  order,  reqiiir- 
idgthecoUedorato  make  a  return  of  the  poor  within  his  right 
lionourable  friend's  motion  ;  fuch  return  to  be  certified  by  a  ma* 
-gifb-ate  ^---^Why  not  proceed  on  the  plan  of  the  a6l  which  is  al- 
ready in  exiftcncc^  but  whofe  exemption,  from  a  change  in  the 
lvalue  of  money,  have  loft  the  extent  which  the  a£^  was  originally 
intended  for  ?  In  fa6):,  bis  right  honourable  friend^s  motion  does 
nothing  more  than  lay  the  foundation  of  extending,  or  rather  rr* 
viving  the  humane  provlfions  in  o;ie  claufe  of  the  hcarth-in<^oey 
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aft  ;  and  his  right  honourable  friend  was  perfeftly  proper  in jmo?- 
ing  his  refolution^  now ;  bccaufe  the  returh  fhould  be  midc  early 
the  next  fcflion,  before  we  go  Jnto  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  where  a  compenfation  to  the  ilate,  founded  on  fuch  a  re- 
turn,  (hould  naturally  be  made. 

The  motion,  therefore,  of  his  right  honourable  friend  was  fca- 
fonable  and  practicable  ;  but  the  caufe  of  oppofition  to  his  mo- 
tion was  an  oppofition  to  his  principle.  The  miniftry,  hefald,  do 
not  chufe  to  relax  any  part  of  the  hearth-money  to  cafe  the  pea- 
fantry.  In  this  1  am  fare  they  are  wrong  :  I  am  convinced,  that 
the  man  who  has  but  five  pounds  in  the  world,  and  pays  thirty 
ih^'Ilings  for  his  houfe,  ought  not  to  pay  hearth-rmoney — the 
ftrongeft  argument  for  his  relief  is  the  bare  ftatement  of  his  con- 
dition. What  benefit  does  the  State  confer  on  fuch  a  man,  that  , 
it  (hould  have  a  right  to  tax  him  ?  In  what  property  do  your  law 
protc<Jit  fiich  a  man— a  man  who  has  no  property — who  has  no- 
thing, except  that  laboair  which  he  gives  the  State  ?  He  giw 
you  his  labour,  and'you  .give  him  a  fhare  in  your  taxes.  WI4 
my  right  honourable  friend  has  laid  down  is  the  true  principle/ 
■Government,  and  ought  to  be  the  rule  of  yours,  that  the  poorrf  ' 
fuch  a  defcription  as  he  ftatcs,  ought  not  to  be  taxed — that  m  ^ 
who  receive  no  benefit  froui  the  State,  ought  not  to  (hare  in  itJ 
burden — rthey  fliould  be  exonerated  on  the  moft  extenfive  prind- 
.pie— the  peafantry  of  Ireland,'  when  they  are  quiet,  ought  to  k 
nurfed,  not  taxed — their  growth  will  make  you  ample  amends  for 
every  exemption  you  afford  them. 

A  right  honourable  gentleman  on  the  floor  has  faid,  that  hearth- 
money  is  the  only  tax  the  peafant  pays,  and  therefore  he  thinlta 
it  is  not  neceffary  to  abolifh  that  tax—  but  I  think  it  is  necefiary 
to  abolifh  that  tax,  as  far  as  relates  to  the  peafantry,  and  for  the 
very  reafon  becaufe  it  is  the  only  tax  the  peafantry  pay-?— that  is* 
becaufe  thej 9\e  fb  extremely  poor,  fo  very  wretched,  that  they 
carloot  afford  to  confume  in  any  great  degree  the  articles  which 
are  taxed  in  this  country — a  country  where  almoft  every  thing  is 
taxed — where  foap,  candles,  and  tobaCcO  are  taxed.  The  wretch- 
ednefs  of  their  living,  and  the  mifery  of  their  confumption,  is  the 
reafon  why  they  fearcely  pay  any  tax  but  the  hearth-money,  and 
is  likewife  a^  reafon  why  they  fhould  not  even  pay  hearth-money. 

He  faid  he  laughed  at  the  idea  that  we  cannot  make  a  compen- 
fation to  the  State,  andftill  more  at  the  fuppofition  that  the 
Crbwri.has  an  intereft  in  continuing  this  tax  on  the  lower  orders  of 
the  f)6ople,  as  if 'the  Crown  had  not  an  intereft  in  placing  its  fup- 
'port  on  ways  and  means  the  'moft  humane  and .refpe6lable.  For 
the- fake  of  the  Crown  as  well  as  of  the  peafantry,  he  fhould  wilh 
^his  tax  were  taken  off,  in  order  to  give  relief  to  the  one,  and  a 
7hpr€  creditable  revenue  to  the  other. 

On  the  queftion  being  put,  the  refolutiona  were  negatived 
yjrithout  ^  divifion. 

MoNDiYt 


Digitized 


by  Google 


1788.]  DEBATES.  407 

^' 
Monday^  March  17,  1788. 

A  petition  of  the  gcndemen,  clergy,  freeholders  and  inhabi- 
tants of  the  county  of  Dublin,  South,  whofe  names  are  there- 
unto fubfcribed,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  and  read ;  fetting 
forth,  that  that  part  of  the  Ranelagh  road  from  the  Circular-road 
leading  to  Dublin,  now  called  Charlotte-ftreet,  and  great  part  of 
Camden-ftreet,  together  with  that  part  of  the  Rath  mines  road 
from  the  Circular-road  leading  to  Dublin,  are  in  a  ruinous  and  al- 
moft  impaflable  ftate,  and  have  been  fo  for  fome  years  paft,  and 
are  every  day  declining,  and  advancing  more  to  ruin,  though  the 
petitioners  are  obh'ged  to  pay  the  paving  tax ;  that  the  commiffi- 
|.  .  oners  for  paving,  whofe  duty  it  was  apprehended  to  be,  have 
1    Jiitherto  either  negle<Eled  or  are  not  properly  authorized  by  law  to 
p    mend  or  repair  the  fame  ;  that  the  grand  juries  for  the  faid  coun- 
*,  ;ty  of  Dublin  expefting  the  faid  commlflioners  would  have   re- 
j*.    paired  the  fame,  have  not  prefented  any  fuip  for  that  purpofe ; 
I  J  and  therefore  praying  the  Houfe  to  do  as  to  it  fhall  feem  meet. 

The  Secretary  of  Statf  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  accord- 
:/    ing  to  order,  a  bill  to  alter  and  amend  an  a6l  to  explain  and 
amend  an  a6i  pafled  in  the  twenty-firll  aijQ  twenty-fecond  years  of 
• ,   his  prefent  Majefty,  entitled  an  aA  for  prohibiting  the   ufe  of 
1    lime  in  bleaching,  and  regulating  feal-mafteis  of  linen,  and  en- 
couraging the  home-manufadure  of  afhes  for  bleachers  ufe,  en- 
i    largitig  and  rendering  more  commodious  the  linen- hall  of  the  city 
of  Dublin,  and  other  purppfes  therein   mentioned ;  which  was 
*  received  and  read  tKe  firft  tim^. 

^         Mr.   Holmes    reported  from  the  committee  of  the  whole 
1    Houfe,  on  the?  bill  for  enforcing  the  law  in  prifons, 

=  '      Sir  Francis  Hutchinson  oppbfed  the  claufe  for  increafing 
I  *' the  falary  of  the* gaoler  of  the  county  of  Dublin. 

Mr.  Gardiner  faid  he  had  on  this.fpecific  point  been  addrefled 
by  the  grand  jury  of  the  county  of  Dublin,  who  having  confider- 
'  :  ed  the  diligence  and  aftivity  of  thift  officer,  and  his  very  fmall  fa- 
'  lary,  had  defired  that  it  might  be  encreafed  ;  the  gaoler  of  New- 
'  gate  had  120L  per  annum,  without  taking  more  trouble  than  the 
^  gaoler  of  the  county  of  Dublin  ;  aqd  00.  the  whole  bethought 
[    the  increafe  very  reafonable. 

\  He  faid  he  could  not  avoid  obferving,  that  the  honourable  ba- 
!  ''ix^net  fe^mei  anxious  upon  all  occafions  to  oppofe  whatever  canie 
;  *  from  the  reprcfentatives  of  the  county  of  Dublin  ;  he  was  almoft 
going  to  fay,  he  wiihed  he  were  one ,  of  them  to  fee  how  mucH 
!     better  he  would  a6lfot  the  benefit^f  the  county. 
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Sir  Nicholas  Lawless  faid  he  had  frequently  had  the  k)- 
nour  of  being  on  the.  grand  juries  of  the  county  of  Dublin,  and 
thofe  juries  had  found  themfelves  under  the  neceflity  of  paffing 
prefentmcnts  for  various  artides  chaucged  fomewhat  high,  in  order 
in  fbmc  degree  to  comp«nfate  the  gaoler  for  the  fmallnefs  of  his 
falary  ;  now,  to  prevent  a  continuation  of  that  neceflity,  hewa 
for  agreeing  to  the  claufe. 

The  claufe  was  accordingly  agreed  to. 

The  claufe  for  increafing  the  falary  of  the  Infpedlor  General  of 
prifons  was  read. 

Sir  Francis  Hutchinson  oppofed  it  alfo* 

Mr.  O'Neil  faid  he  thought  it  but  an  a£l  of  common  juilia 
to  incrcafe  the  falary  of  the  Infpedior  General  of  prifons ;  tlflt 
gentleman  with  a  degree  of  zeal  and  diligence  unequalled,  W 
performed  his  duty  to  the  full  fatisfadion  of  every  man  who  \d 
taken  the  trouble  of  attending'  to  the  fubje6t,  and  tothctof^ 
great  benefit  of  the  nation  :  to  devote  himfelf  entirely  to  hisdi^ 
he  had  given  up  his  profeifien  as  a  phyiician,.  and  he  had  tmH 
entirely  to  the  generofity  of  the  public  for  fuch  reward  asK. 
condufl:  might  merit ;  Xo  beftow  that  reward  was  now  thebufiaa, 
t)f  Parliament,  and  he  doubted  not  their  juftice. 

The  claufe  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Stewart  reported  from  the  committee  on  the  petitloa 
refpeding  the  Tyrone  navigation,  that  petitioners  had  fully  prpved 
the  allegation  of  their  petition,  and  moved  that  the  Houfc  (hoolfl 
agree  with  committee's  report. 

The  Chancellor.  OF  the  Exchequer  faid  he  had  no  doA 
but  perfons  who  were  interefted  to  think  fo  would  think  that  no- 
thing could  be  more  reafotiable,  thaii  for  the  public  firft  to  make 
a  canal,  and  then  to  maintain  it  in  repair  for  thc^ir  ufe  toll  frees 
but  the  duty  of  his  Situation  called  upon  him  to  proteit  agaiot 
fuch  an  improvident  wade  of  the  public  money.  Any  cm 
which,  when  once  finiflied,  was  unable  to  fapport  itfelf,  -cxm 
l>e  no  objed  to  the  public,  and  fhould  not  be  maintained  at  tbc 
public  charge.  The  principle  of  making  the  nation  pay  the  ci- 
pence  of  local  convenience  had  already  coft  her  more  than  kt 
whole  funded  debt^  and  he  was  forry  to  find  that  principle  M 
cxifting. 

Mr.  Stewart  faid  nothing  in  this  buGoefs  had  been  done  b 
furprize,  but  every  thing  feir  and  openly;  the  committee W 
juamined  the  moft  refp^abk  evidence,  and  after  taking  iw 
pains  to  inveftigate  the  fiibjeft,  had  made  up  their  report*  H^, 
requefted  the  right  honourable  baronet  to  recoiled  how  ^^^^^ 
'tial  coals  were  to  the  Uegdung  \>\iiiutbp  3&4  <?o&fec[tteatly  to  tw' 
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ijlapk  tuaiiufa^ttre  of  the  kingdom,  as  appears  from  the  petition 
of  the  ^YC  counties  bordering  on  Lough  Neagh,  every  thoufand 
pieces  of  linen  requiring  in  the  operation  neceflary  to  bleaching, 
thirty  tpns  of  coals.  He  otjferved  that  the  right  honourable  ba- 
ronet was  miftaken  in  fuppofmg  that  it  was  intended  to  charge 
the  public  with  the  whole  expence  of  keeping  the  canal  in  repair, 
in  order  to  let  goods  pafs  toll  free ;  coals  were  the  only  commo- 
dity intended  to  pafs  free,  all  other  goods  were  charged,  and  the 
tolls  were  to  be  applied  to  the  works  of  the  navigation. . 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  to  adjourn  the 
coniideration  of  the  committee's  report  to  the  2d  of  Anguft. 
The  Houfe  divided, 

Ayes,  —  16 

Noes,  —  23 

He  then  nioved,  that  it  be  adjourned  to  the  id  of  July.  The 
Houfe  divided, 

Ayes,  —  14 

Noes,  —  22 

» 
Mn  Bu  RG  H  moved  the  queftion  of  adjournment.    The  Houfe 
again  divided. 

Ayes,  —  5 

Noes,  —  22 

The  Houfe  being  counted,  and  forty  mei^ibers  not  being  pre- 
fent,  the  Speaker  adjourned  the  Houfe. 


Tuesday,  March  18,  1788. 

The  SeticiTbR  General  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according 
to  order,  a  bill  to  explain  and  amend  an  aA  pafled  in  the  twenty- 
fcventh  year  of  his  prcfent  Majefly,  entitled  an  aft  for  improving 
and  repairing  the  turnpike  road  leading  from  the  city  of  Dublm 
to  KilcuUen-bridge  in  the  county  of  Kildare,  and  to  the  twenty- 
one-mile  ftone,  weft  ward  to  the  faid  bridge,  and  for  creating  a 
fund  to  complete  the  faid  road  j  which  was  received  and  read  the 
firft  time.  ]  , 

He  obfervcd,  that  to  carry  the  intention  of  the  bill  into  effeft*, 
a  fum  of  not  lefs  than  io,oool.  would  be  requifite  in  aid  of  the 
turnpike  tolls.  fie  had  endeavoured  to  find  a  fund  ade- 
quate to  this  purpofe,  and  he  trufted  he  had  difcovered  one, 
which,  without  proving  at  all  burdenfome  to  the  people,  would 
be  fujly  adequate.  He  neied  not,  he  faid,  inform  gentlemen, 
that  the  com  cars  were  the  principal  caufe  of  injury  to  the  Kil- 
.^uUen  road,  and  if  they  were,  the  juftice  of  making  them  con- 
ttlbute  fomewhat  towards  its.  repair  was  obvious.    He  therefor^ 
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propofcd,  that  a  fum  of  one  half|jenny  fhould  be  deducted  fropi 
every  fhilling  paid  as  bounty  on  the  land-carriage  of  corn,  which 
would  amount  to  about  4I.'  38.  4d.  per  cent,  and  in  four  years, 
calculatin  jT  that  fame  quantity  of  corn  which  now  receives  bounty 
fhould  continue  to  do  fo,  would' amount  to  io,oooL  This,  he 
hoped,  would  be  thought  pcrfeftly  reafonabie.  There  was  biit 
one  objcdlion  to  it — ^that  was  the  trouble  it  would  give  the  gen- 
tleman who  pays  the  corn-bounties ;  it  would,  no  doubt,  obh'ge 
him  to  open  a  new  fct  of  books,  and  put  him  to  the  cxpence  of 
an  additional  clerk ;  but  he  had  confulted  that  gentleman,  and 
with  a  liberality  that  perfedly  became  him,  he  had  declared  hinx- 
felf  ready  to  do  it  without  any  expence  to  the  public. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  EkcHEQUER  faid  he  would  not 
oppofe  the  bill,  as  it  was  not  to  take  any  thing  out  of  the  j)ublic 
coffer ;  he  looked  upon  it  as  a  mere  local  convenience,  and  if  the 
gentlemen  concerned  were  fatisfied,  he  could  have  no  objection. 

The  Secretary  of  State  faid  with'  all  his  partiality  to  the 
honourable  gentleman,  and  all  the  refpe6t  he  entertained  for  any 
prod uft Ion  of  his,  he  muft  confefs,  that  the  bill  now  introduced 
had  ftruck  him  as  a  matter  of  the  moft  fingular  nature  that  ever 
had  been  brought  into  Pa'-liament ;  and  be  could  not  think  him- 
felf  juftitied  In  refraining  from  calling  upon  every  gentleman  who 
valued  the  corn  bounty  as  a  main  fpring  of  our  agriculture,  to 
iland  up  and  prevent  its  being  frittered  away  in  the  repair  of  turn- 
pike roads.     If  this  bill  fliould  pafs,  he  defined  to  know  what 
fhould  prevent  other  gentlemen  from  calling  for  another  part  of 
the  corn  bounties,  for  the  different  roads  upon  which  the  ccrn 
cars  ply  ?  and  upon  what  pHnciple  cmild  ParKanwnt  refufe  a  part 
of  the  bounty  to  other  roads,  if  they  once  fet  a  precedent  by 
granting  any  to  this  ?. 

-He  faid  he  was  old  enough  to  remember  when  this  city,  and 
great  part  of  the  kingdom,  was  fed  with  foreign  ;cdrn,  but  fince 
the  inftltution  of  bounties  On  the  carriage  of  corn,  and  bounties 
on  Its  exportation,  great  trajfts  of  land,  formerly  In  k  ftate  of  dc- 
folation,  had  been  changed  to  golden  fields;  the  dcfcrts  had  be- 
come populous  to  fuch  a  degree,  he  was  convinced  fcveral  coun- 
ties had  increafed  their  inhabitants  one-third ;  the  kiilgdom  was 
not  only  abundantly  fupplled  for  its' 6wn  confumption,  but  could  ' 
afford  immenfe  quantities  for  exportation.  All  thefe  good  effefts 
had  commenced  and  incrieafed  with  the  corn  bpuntre^^  he  was 
therefore  jealous  of  making  any;  alteration  ii^the'fyftem  even  for 
a  great  occafion,  but  would  nevei;  9onfent  for  the.  benefit  oF  a 
'turnpike  road.  .  '    ■ 

He  defired  gentlemen  to  recoiled^  the  fund  from  which  the  com 
bounties  were  paid — the  hereditary  revenue,  partly  a  land-tax ; 
were  they  prepared  to  adopt  the  principle  of  mfeiking  roads  by 
laud-tax  ?     His  lAajelly  had  for  the  benefit  of  hi$  people,  an^  to 
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encourag"e  tillage,  confcnted  to  part  with  a  confiderable  (hare  of 
his  hereditary  revenue;  would  it  be  juft  to  apply  it  to  aiiy  other 
purpofe  than  that  for  which  his  Majefty  had  granted  it  ?  Cer- 
tainly not.  Upon  the  whole,  the  bill  appeared  to  him  the  moft 
exceptionable  in  its  principle  of  any  thing  he  ever  recollei6led 
coming  befoie  that  Houfe^  and  as  fuch,  he  oppofed  it. 

Sir  Hercules  Langrishe  faid  he  would  not  in  fuch  an  early 
ilage  of  the  bill  rife  to  give  it  oppofition,  were  not  its  principle 
utterly  inadmiffible.  He  then  entered  into  the  policy  of  the  corii 
laws,  which  he  highly  approved,  and  confidered  as  of  too  facred 
a  nature  to  be  lightly  infringed.  He  could  not  help  obferving 
upon  the  honour^fble  gentleman's  argument,  t^at  the  multitude 
of  cars  were  the  caqfe  of  deftroying  the  road.  Did  not  all  thofe 
cars  pay  toll  and  double  toll?  what  further  claim  then  had  the 
honourable  gentleman  upon  them?  He  had  never  underftood 
that  too  much  very  profitable  bufinefs  could  be  deemed  injurious 
to  a  road.  He  further  obferved,  that  the  intention  was  more  to 
make  a  road  of  rnagnificence  than  convenience.  What  'ntceflity 
was  there  for  having  it  fixty  feet  wide  for  feveral  ffeiles,  and  that 
at  an  expence  of  io,oool.  befides,  the  very  hvgc  tolls  colledled  ? 
That  there  could  be  no  fuch  necefSty  muft  be  apparent  to  every- 
one who  knew  that  the  beft  roads  in  the  kingdom  were  thofe  that 
were  made  without  any  turnpike  tolls  at  all. 

He  faid  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  had  fpoken  juft 
before  him  had  truly  obferved,  that  the  corn  bounties  were  grant- 
.  cd  out  of  his  Majefty's  hereditary  revenue  for  the  purpofe  of  en- 
couraging tillage — to  any  other  purpofe  they  could  not  be  applied, 
and  it  gentlemen  thought  they  were  too  high,  (thoi;gh  they  do 
not  pay  half  the  expence  of  the  carriage  of  com)  they  were  in 
juftice  bound  to  reftore  them,  or  fo  much  of  them  as  they,  deem- 
ed fuperfliious,  to  the  King's  treafury  again.  .  . 

The  bill  was  read  a  firft  time,  and  ordered  for  a  fecond  reading 
to*niorrow. 

Mr.  William  Foster  moved  that  the  Houfc  do  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  on  the  Dunleer  turnpike-bill. 

The  Honourable  Mr.  Ann es ley  faid  he  rofe  tooppofethc 
bill;  it  had  been  his  wifh  to  have  it  printed,  in  order  that  the 
Houfe  might  have  been  better  able  to  judge  of  its  tendency,  of 
which,  were  they  fully  poffeffed  he  would  have  no  o^cafion  to  de- 
bate the  fubjed ;  but  the  bill  not  having  been  printed,  it.  was  now 
^neceflary  to  explain  to  the  ttoufe,  that  it  was  Tomewhat  more 
than  a  turnpike-bill,  and  infinitely  greater  in  its  confequcnccs. 
But  before  he  proceeded,  he  would,  defire  the  clerk  to  read  over 
the  names  of  the  prefent  commiffioners, .  and,  did  requeft  that  any 
gentleman  would  point  out,  which  of  them  had  deferved  to  be 
treated  in  the  difrefpediful  manner  intended  by  the  bill. 
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[The  clerk  accordingly  read  over  the  names  of  the  pident 
commiflioners  of  the  Dunleer  turnpike  road.] 

Thefe,  he  faid,  are  the  conamiflioners,  their  charai^ers  are  re- 
fpedlable,  and  their  number  very  confiderable ;  what  then  will  the 
Houfe  think,  when  I  inform  them,  that  thofe  commiffioneri, 
numerous  and  refpeftable  as  they  are,  have  not  had  the  flighted 
intimation  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  intention  to  bring  in  a 
-bill,  which  direds,  tbat  the  firfl  Monday  after  the  pafling  thereof, 
thefe  noblemen  and  gentlemen  (hall  meet  and  chufc  from  amongft 
them  five,  in  who fe  hands  every  power  relative  to  the  Dunlccr 
turnpike  road  (hall  be  placed,  and  from  thenceforward  the  reft 
fhall  be  difcarded  fi"»m  any  interference  in  a  work,  in  which,  from 
their  great  landed  property,  jthey  are  highly  interefted?  Sir, 
faid  he,  it  is  very  well  known  who  thofe  five  gentlenien  will  be; 
fa  call  of,  name  them,  name  them,]  I  will  name  tliem  fince  I 
•am  called  upon — the  two  members  for  the  county  of  Louth — one 
of  thcni  from  his  high  dignity  aind  great  ability — 

The  Speaker  faid  he  muft  intimate  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, that  it  was  not  pcrfe£Uy  in  order  to  allude  perfonally  to  him 
while  in  the  chair,  where  he  could  not  reply  ;  but  he  would,  hy 
permiilioh  of  the  Houfe,  take  the  liberty  of  faying,  that  he  did 
not  defire  to  be  one  of  the  commiflioners  in  queHion  ;  it  would  not . 
accord  either  with  his  leifure  or  his  pleafure.  ^ 

Mr.  Anneslet. — The  dther  commiflioners  will  be  the  two 
>nembers  for  Dunleer,  and  the  gentleman  who  feconded  the  mo- 
tion for  bringing  in  the  bill,  thefe  are  tljj  five  ;  perhaps  they  arc 
the  beft  that  could  be  chofen,  perhaps  I  (hould  vote  for.  them 
myfclf,  but  I  think  it  would  be  but  decent  to  have  given  the 
other  commiffioners  notice. 

If  this  bill  pafles,  T  am  fure  the  J)owers  it  conveys  wifl  be  veil- 
ed in  very  proper  hands ;  but  I  beg  leave  to  fay,  that  thofe  powcn 
^reby  no  means  indonfiderable ;  there  is  fome  patronage  annex- 
ed, three  places  of  fifty-two  guineas  a  year  each.  The  commif- 
fioners may  carry  the  road  in  any  line  they  think  proper,  and  I 
underfland  that  it  is  intended  to  cut  out  the  Man  of  Wil#,  the 
moil  confiderable  inn  on  the  road,  and  they  have  powers  of  flop- 
ping up  the  old  road,  and  leaving  out  the  whole  town  pf  Balrud- 
Sery.  How  fach  powers  might  be  applied  to  purpofes  of  dec 
tion,  the  Hoiife  might  eafily  iniagine,  as  it  was  well  known  the 
thembers  of  that  iHoufe  nevel-  interfere  in  eleftlotts. 

Sir,  permit  me  again  to  allade  toyoti,  I  never  do  it  bot  to  bear 
teftimony*  to  your  merit.  You  have  with  nluch  jpropriety  intro- 
duced a  cuftom  of  having  a'  brief  made  of  every  6iD,  in  order  to 
give  the  members  the  fullefl  irifbi-niation  on  every  fubjeiSk  pending 
before  the  Houfe  Kow,  Sir,  by  fome  Very  extraordinary  fata- 
lity, it  hap'pens  that  in  the  brief  of  the  prefent  bill,  there  U  not 
*a  fmgle  word  of  this  claufe,  which  takes  away  the  power  of  the 
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prcrent  commiffioners,  nor  is  there  in  the  bill  itfetf  any  power  to 
pay  the  intereft  of  debentures,  v^hich  interef!:  the  lad  a6t  took 
away.  Sir,  I  could  mention  feveral  cafes  of  great  hardihip^ 
induced  by  the  laH  bill,  particularly  that  of  a  captain  in  the  navy,i 
the  earnings  of  whofe  whok  life  have  been  loft  through  the 
efFeds  of  it,  I  do  not  fl^nd  that  the  prefent  biH  intends  any 
reftitution. 

I  do  not  confider  the  bill  in  the  light  merely  of  a  turnpike  biU^ 
and  thefe  are  my  reafons  for  voting  againft  it— not  any  petty  am- 
bition in  me  or  my  friends  to  be  commiffioners  of  turnpike  roads. 
•—Sir,  the  man  who  is  ambitious  is  a  miferable  man ;  he  can- 
not travel  from  Dublin  to  Drogl;ieda,  or  from  Drogheda  to  Dun- 
leer,  without  being  watched  and  fufpcded  ;  my  friends  are  not 
ambitious,  confequently  they  are  more  happy. 

Sir,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  ftate  this  matter  to  the  Houfe ; 
I  hope  I  fhall  not  be  thought  to  have  aded  wrong ;  if  the  Houfc 
fhould  think  differently  from  me,  I  bow  with  fubmiffion ;  but 
having  done  my  duty,  I  (hall  give  no  farther  oppofition  thaQ 
oppofing  the  committal. 

Mr.  W.  Foster  faid  if  he  (hould  be  able  to  fhew  the  honourable 
gentleman,  that  he  had  miftaken  the  purport  and  tenor  of  the  bill, 
he  hoped  he  would  have  his  ai&ftance  and  fupport.  The  bill,  far 
from  treating  the  truftees  with  difrefpe6b,  propofed  to  inveil  them 
with  powers  which  they  had  not  before ;  and  as  experience  had 
fliewn,  that  very  large  focieties  of  men  fcarce  ever  ad  with  that 
.  vigour  and  attention  which  fmaller  bodies  exert,  it  was  therefore 
propofed  to  place  in  the  hands  of  a  few  who  would  think  themfelves 
refponfible,  the  bufinefs  which  had  been  negleded  by  the  many  ;' 
for  it  was  moft  certain,  that  the  prefent  commiffioners  never  had 
done  any  thing  but  appoint  a  few  infpeftors. — ^The  billj  he  faid, 
was  a  copy  of  the  Kilcullen  turnpike  bill ;  having  obferved  the 
good  eifet^s  of  that  bill,  he  had  taken  it  as  a  model,  and  as  to 
what  the  honourable  gentleman  had  faid  about  the  ambition  'of 
being  a  turnpike  commiffioner,  it  could  not  be  imputed  to  him  by 
any  one  who  would  for  a  moment  confider,  that  the  friends  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  were  fo  numerous  in  the  prefent  commif- 
iioners,  that  they  might  choofe  whatever  five  they  pleafed  to  exe- 
cute the  power  of  the  bill ;  and  as  to  the  mode  of -chufing,  fure 
nothing  could  be  more  fair  than  a  ballot. 

As  to  the  complaints  made  by  the  honourable  gentleman  with 
refpeA  to  the  former  bill,  and  relative  to  the  payment  of  intereft,i 
they  only  tend  to  prove  the  neceffity  of  the  prefent  bill,  and 
whenever  it  fliould  be  committed,  there  would  be  opportunity  of 
Tedreffing  them  all. 

Mr.  CoRRY  faid  he  flood  before  the  Houfe  as  a  culprit  under 
the  honourable  gentleman's  accufation,  but  certainly  a  very  inno- 
cent one;  for  though  he  had  feconded  the  bill^  he  had  done  it 
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entirely  upon  the  credit  of  the  honourable,  mover,  and  not  from 
any  ambition,  or  any  defire  of  the  patronage,  -which  the  dircftion 
of  a  turnpike  road  could  convey.  The  honourable  mover  had  re* 
prefcnted  to  him  what  he  believed  was  the  fad,  that  this  bill  was  a 
copy  of  the  Kilcullen  road  bill,  and  as  the  works  on  that  road  had 
been  held  out  as  a  pattern,  and  received  unlverfal  approbation,  he 
was  defirous  of  feeing  the  fame  effedls  produced  on  the  great 
northern  road. 
.  But  why  the  honourable  gentleman  (hould  fingle  him  out  as  one 
to  be  chofen  a  commiflioner,  he  could  not  tell ;  had  he  (hewn  any 
fuch  ambition  ?  To  the  honourable  gentleman  he  left  the  ambition 
of  fwinging  on  a  turnpike  road. 

H«  could  not,  however,  refrain  from  returning  the  honourable 
gentleman  his  thanks  for  the  le6ture  he  had  given  on  ambition,  a 
paflion  with  which,  however,  he  never  would  charge  him,  more 
cfpecially  if  he  found  him  in  a  fituation  where  his  tongue  was  tied 
up,  or  where  he  could  not  reply ;  fuch  a  mode  of  attack  he 
Ihould  deem  incompatible  with  that  ingenuous  conduct  which 
fhould  ever  diftinguiih  the  members  of  that  Houfe. 

Mr^  Annesley.-— I  am  extremely  obliged  to  the  honourable 
gentleman  for  giving  an  opportunity  of  explaining.  Sir,  I  at- 
tack no  man,  but  when  called  upon  by  the  Houfe  to  name  the 
perfons  to  whom  T  alluded  I  cannot  refufe  an  anfwer.  Have  the 
.gentlemen  who  reply  to  me  been  able  to  (hew  that  I  have  made  any 
falfe  llatement  ?     They  have  not  in  a  fingle  point. 

I  have  difclaimed  all  ambition  of  being  included  in  the  number 
of  the  honourable  gentleman^s  commillioners ;  but  there  is  one 
thing  of  which  T  am  ambitious,  it  is  of  having,  the  confidence  of 
the  merchants  of  Belfaft,  v^ho  have  communicated  their  wifhesto 
me.  I  know  that  the  merchants  of  Belfaft  are  at  this  moment, 
on  account  of  the  mail  robberies,  devifing  means  of  eftablifhing 
mail-coaches  on  tlie  North  road,  the  goodncfs  of  the  road  is 
therefore  a  principal  obje<St,  and  I  am  ambitious  of  preventing  its 
ruin. 

The  queftion. being  put,  the  Houfe  divided, 

Ayes  —  —  38 

Noes,  —  —  3     ' 

The  Houfe  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe,  and  went  through  the  bill. 

Mr.  CoRRY  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  order,  a  bill 
to  explain  and  amend  the  laws  relative  to  the  fifheries  on  the  coafls 
of  this  kingdom  ;  which  was  received  and  read  the  firft  time. 

.  Sir  EdwaAb  Croftot*  prefepted  to  the  Houfe,  according  to 
order,  a  bill  for  empowering  t^e  grand  juries  in  the  feveral  counties 
to  fettle  the  falarics  of  the  treafurers  at  any  amount  they  ftall 
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think  fit,  not  exceeding  6ol.  per  aimum ;  which  was  received  and 
read  the  firft  time. 


Wednesday,  March  19,  1788. 

Sir  Henry  Cavendish  faid  on  accoiant  of  the  very  thin  at- 
tendance of  members,  and  from  the  latenefs  of  the  feffion,  he 
would  move  to  withdraw  his  bill  for  the  more  regular  payment  of 
intereft ;  he,  however,  would  introduce  it  again  early  in  the  next 
feffion. 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe, 
to  coniider  of  proper  rul^s  and  regulations  to  be  obferved  by  per- 
fons  applying  to  the  Houfe  for  private  bills  refpefting  canals,  the 
making  rivers  navigable,  and  the  improvement  of  ports  and  hdr- 
bours ;  and  the  Speaker  having  refumed  the  chair,  the  Accountant 
General  reported  from  the  committee  that  they  had  come  to  the 
following  refolutions : 

1.  Refolved,  that  after  this  feffion  of  Parliament  no  bill  (hall 
be  entertained  in  this  Houfe  for  n^aking  a  navigable  canal,  or 
making  or  improving  the  navigation  of  a  river,  or  for  improving 
any  particular  port  or  harbour,  or  for  altering  any  a6t  of  Parlia- 
ment for  any  of  the  faid  purpofes,  unlefs  a  petition,  praying 
the  fame,  be  firft  prefented  to  this  Houfe,  and  reported  upon  by 
a  committee  of  this  Houfe. 

2.  Refolved,  that  after  this  feffion  of  Parliament,  when  any 
petition  fhall  be  prefented  to  this  Houfe  for  making  a  navigable 
canal,  or  making  or  improving  the  navigation  of  a  river,  or  for 
altering  any  aft  of  Parliament  for  the  above  purpofes,  there  be 
prefented  with  fuch  petition  a  plan  dcfcribing  the  line  of  fuch  in- 
tended canal  or  navigation,  and  the  land  through  which  fuch  in- 
tended canal  is  to  be  carried ;  and  that  one  month  at  the  leall 
previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  feffion  in  which  fuch  peti- 
tion fhall  be  prefented,  notice  of  fuch  intended  petition  fhall  be 
given  by  advertifement  in  the  Dublin  Gazette,  and  two  or  more 
other  newfpapers  ufually  publifhed  in  the  city  of  Dublin,  and  in 
fome  one  country  newfpaper,  if  any  fuch  newfpaper  (hall  be  publifh- 
ed  in  any  county  or  town  through  which  fuch  line  is  propofed  to  be 
carried,  ^nd  alfo  by  advertifement  to  be  polled  on  the  door  of  the 
court  or  feffion-houfe,  of  the  county  through  which  fuch  canal  is 
intended  to  pafs,  fpecifying'  the  baronies  and  towns  through,  to 
or  near  which  refpeftively  fuch  canal  is  intended  to  be  canied, 
and  that  a  fchedule  be  prefented  with  faid  petition,  Hating  the 
tolls  or  duties  intended  to  be^taken  on  faid  canal  or  navigation. 

5.  Refolved,  that  when  any  fuch  petition  fhall  be  prefented  to 
this  Houfe,  there  fhaU  be  annexed  thereto  an  eflimate  of  the 
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propofed  expenee  of  fuch  undertakiagy  figned  by  tlie  perfoo  or 
perfons  making  the  Tame,  fpecifying  whether  any  md  what  aque- 
du£^s^  locks  or  bridges  are  to  be  made,  with  their  feparate  ex- 
pence,  together  with  an  account  of  the  money  fubfcribed  for 
carrying  the  faid  work  into  execution,  and  the  names  of  the  fub- 
fcribere,  with  the  fums  feverally  fubfcribed  by  them ;  or  if  the 
faid  work  is  not  propofed  to  be  done  by  fubfcription,  or  only  in 
part  by  fubfcription,  tlien  an  account  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  expenee  of  (aid  work  is  propofed  to  be  fupplied. 

4.  Refolved,  that  a  copy  of  every  fuch  petition,  and  of  the 
feveral  matters  to  be  prefentcd  with,  or  annexed  to  the  fame,  be 
ilepofitcd  with  the  clerk  of  this  Houfe,  fourteen  days  at  the  Icaft 
before  the  commertcement  of  the  feffion^  when  fuch  petition  ihali 
b«  prcfented,  and  that  notice  of  fuch  intended  petition  be  left 
with  the  treafurer  of  each  county  in  which  the  faid  asrvigatton  or 
part  thereof,  fliall  be  fituated,  one  month  at  the  leaft  previous  to 
the  commencement  of  the  faid  feflion. 

5.  Refolved,  that  when  any  fuch  petition  (hall  have  been  prc- 
fented to  this  Houfe,  the  committee  to  whom  it  (hall  be  referred 
(liall  examine  in  the  fidl  place  how  far  the  above  orders  have  bwB 
complied  with,  and  the  chairman  of  the  faid  committee  (hall  rt^ 
poit  the  evidence  upon  fuch  examination  to  the  Houfe  on  the 
report  of  faid  petition. 

6.  Refolved,  that  in  every  bill  for  making  a  navigable  canal, 
or  making  or  improving  the  navigation  of  a  river,  or  for  improv- 
ing any  port  or  harbour,  there  (hall  be  ihferted  a  claufe  com- 
pelling the  fubfcrlbers  for  can;ying  on  the  faid  works,  where  the 
fame  are  to  be  carried  on  in  the  whole  or  in  part  by. fubfcription, 
to  make  payment  of  the  fums  feverally  fubfcribed  by  them,  under 
pain  of  forfeiting  all  their  prior  depo(its,  together  with  their  fcTfr 
ral  fliares. 

The  Kilcullen  road  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  co©- 
mitted  for  to-morrow. 

The  Solicitor  General,  previous, to  reading  the  billj  de- 
clared, that  from  the  thinnefs  of  the  Houfe,  and  particularly 
from  the  abfence  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  counties  of  Kilkenny, 
Tipperary  and  Cork,  he  did  not  think  it  would  be  perfeAIy  nght 
to  prefs  the  application  of  part  of  the  com  bounty, towards  the 
repair  of  the  road ;  he  would  therefore  leave  out  that  part  of  the 
bill  for  the  prefent  fefTion. 

The  Secretary  of  State  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  accord- 
ing to  order,  a  bill  to  amend  the  laws  refpefting  the  law  for  the 
relief  of  prifoners  charged  with  felony  or  other  crimes  who  (haB 
be  acquitted  or  difcharged  by  proclamation,  refpe^'ng  their  kth , 
and  giving  iv  rccompeace  for  fuch  fees  j.  which  wra^  received  aoi 
read  the  dril  time. 
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Thursday,  March  20,  1788. 

.    The  following  meffage. was  received   from  his  Excellency  the 
Lord,  Lieutenant  by  the  Gentleman  Ufher  of  the  Black  Rod  : 

«  Mr   Speaker^ 

"  It  18  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant's  pleafure  that 
«  this  Houfe  do  attend  him  immediately  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers." 

The  Speaker,  with  the  Houfe,  went  up  'to  attend  his  Excel- 
lency ;  and  being  returned,  the  Speaker  reported  that  the  Houfe 
had  attended  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  the  Houfe 
of  Peers,  where4iis  Excellency  was  pleafed  tq  give  the  royal  af- 
fent  to  the  following  bills « 

PUBLIC        BILLS. 

1.  An  ^B.  for  granting  upto  bis  Majefty,  his  heirs  and  fuccef- 
fors,'  an   additional  duty  on  wine,  hides,   beer,  ale,  and  other 

I  goods  and  merchandizes  therein  mentioned,  and  for  prohibiting 
the  importation  df  all  gold  and  filver  lace,  except  of  the  manu- 
fadure  of  Great  Britain  and  France  ^nd  the  French  dominions  in 
Europe,  and  of  all  hops  except  the  growtlT  of  Great  Britain  and 
the  Britifti  Plantations. 

2.  An  a6l  for  granting  to  his  Majefty  the  feveral  aids,  duties, 
rates,  impofitions  ^nd  taxes  therein  particularly  exprefled,  to  be 
applied  to  the  payment  of  the  intcreft  of  the  principal"  fums , 
the'rein  provided  for,  and  towards  the  difcharge  of  the  faid  prin- 
dpal  Turns  in  fuch  manner  ^s  therein  is  dircded,  and  for  fi^ch 
other  purpofes  as  are  therein  mentioned. 

3.  An  a<£l  for  granting  to  his  Majefty,  his  heirs  and  fucceffors, 

,  certain  duties  and  rates  upon  the  portage  and  conveyance  of  all 
letters  and  packets  within  this  kingdom,  and  for  other  purpofes 
therein  naentioned. 

4.  An  a6l  for  granting  certain  aids,  duties  and  impofitions  to 
h^  Majefty,  his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  for  the  tinie  therein  men- 
tioned, and  for  continuing  the  effeA  of  a  treaty  of  commerce 
and  navigation  concluded  between  his  Majefty  and  the  moft  Chiif- 
tian  King 

5.  An  a£lfor  granting  to  his  Majefty,  his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs, 
feveral  duties  therein  mentioned,  to  be  levied  by  the  commifli- 
oners  for  managing  the  ftamp  duties. . 

6.  An  a6l  for  granting  unto  his  Majefty,  his  heirs  and  fuccef- 
fors, certain  duties  upon  malt. 

7.  An  aft  for  regulating  the  fugar  trade,  and  for  granting  to 
his  Majefty,  his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  the  duties  therein  mentioned. 

8.  Anadl  for  the  advancement  of  trade,  and  for  granting  to 
his  Majefty,  his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  the  feveral  duties  therein 
mentioned. 
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9.  An  a6l  for  regulating  and  extending  the  tobacco  trade,  and 
for  granting  to  his  Majefty,  his  heirs  and  facceffbrs,  the  duties 
therein  mentioned. 

10.  An  ad  for  granting  iinto  his  Majefty,  his  heirs  and  fuc- 
ccfFors,  certain  duties  upon  carriages. 

11.  An  a6l  for  regulating  the  coffee  trade,  and  for  grantiog 
to  his  Majefty,  his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  the  feveral  duties  thercia 
mentioned  upon  coffee. 

12.  An  a£t  to  promote  the  linen  and  hempen  manufadure, 
by  encreafing  the  fupply  of  Irifh  flax-feed,  and  encouraging  tb^ 
export  of  linens  and  fail  cloth,  and  for  granting  to  his  Majefty, 
his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  the  duties  therein  mentioned. 

13.  An  a£l  for  granting  to  his  Majefty  the  dHy  therein  men- 
tioned, to  be  paid  to  the  trufteeu  of  the  Royal  Exchajige^ 

14.  An  a6l  for  licenling  hawkers  and  pedlars,  petty  chapmca 
and  other  perfons* 

15.  An  a6l  for  granting  certain  duties  upon  Ucenfes  to  be 
t^en  oiaby  the  feveral  perfons  therein  mentioned. 

16.  An  aft  for  granting  the  fum  of  6000L  to  the  Lord  Chin* 
ccUor  and  Chief  Judges,  for  the  purpofes  therein  mentioned. 

1 7.  An  aft  for  granting  the  fum  of  4000I.  to  the  trufte«/ 
the  finen  manufiafture. 

1 8.  An  aft  for  granting  the  feveral  fums  thereid  mentioned  for 
certain  pious  and  charitable  purpofes. 

19.  An  aft  for  granting  the  fum  of  5000!-  to  the  Dublin  S(h 
cicty  for  the  purpofes  therein  mentioned. 

20.  AMft  for  punifhing  mutiny  and  defertion,  and  for  the 
better  paylxieiit  of  %e  army  and  their  quarters  within  this  king* 
dom. 

2i«  An  aft  for  continuing  an  aft,  entitled  an  aft  for  facilitat- 
ing the  trade,  and  intercourfe  between  this  kingdom  and  the  Oniti 
cd  States  of  AnieHca. 

22.  An  aft  to  explain  and  amend  an  aft  paffed  in  the  tweotjF* 
third  and  twenty  •fourth  years  of  his  prefent  Majefly^s  reign,  «• 
titled  an  aft  for  eftablifhipg  a  poft-ofifice  within  this  kingdom. 

It  was  refolved,  Nera.  Con.  that  the  thanks  of  the  Houfcbc 
given  to  the  right  honourable  the  Speaker,  for  the  excellent 
ipe'ech  made  by  him  at  the  bar  of  the ,  Houfe  of  Peers  on  prc- 
fenting  the  money  bill§  this  day,  and  that  he  be  recjuefted  to  prwt 
the  fame. 

It  was  refolved,  that  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  jus 
Excellency  the  I^ord  Lieutenant,  that  he  will  be  pleafed  to  gwe 
direftions  to  his  'Majefty's  Attorney  General  to  profecutc  the  fol- 
lowing perfons,  vh.  George  Roc,  head  keeper  of  the  New  Pn- 
fon,  and  Charles  Wallh,  turnkey  thereof,  for  the  offences  fede- 
rally fpecified  in  the  report  of  th^  committee  of  the  Houfe,  a?; 
pointed  to  take  into  .coniideration  the  ftate  and  managciucat  of 
the  feveral  gaols  and  prifous  in  this  kingdom. 
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The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe 
on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  admiiiion  of  freemen.  Sir  Francis 
Htttchinfon  in  the  chair. 

Lord  Naas  faid  that  the  bill  was  highly  objedlionable  ;  and  in 
order  to  get  rid  of  it,  he  would  move  that  the  chairman  do  leave 
the  chair. 

Mr,  Bolton  contended  that  the  bill  was  a  very  neceffary  one, 
and  went  to  prevent  many  abufes  that  prevailed  at  eledions  for 
members  fo  ferve  in  Parliament  for  corporate  towns  and  cities. 

Captain  Burgh  condemned  the  principle  of  the  bill. 

On  the  queftion  being  put,  that  the  chairman  do  quit  the 
chair,  there  appeared 

Ayes  —  -«     '         26 

Noes  —  —  '  1 

Of  courfe  the  bill  fell  to  the  ground. 

Mr.  Bf  ooRE  moved  that  the  Hoiife  be  counted^  and  it  appearr 
ing  that  there  were-  only  thirty-three  members  prefent,  the 
Speaker  immediately  adjourned. 

The  Right  Honourable  the  Speaker's  Speech  to  his  Excellency 
George  Grenville  Nugent  Temple,  Marquis  of  Buckingham, 

,  Lord  Lieutenant  General  and  General  Governor  of  Ireland,  at 
the  Bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  this  day  on  prefenting  the 
Money  Bills  for  the  Royal  Affent, 

<<  May  if  pleafe  your  ExecUciuy, 

"  The  Commons  of  Ireland,  in  the  year  lyBg^  made  a  great 
and  fpirited  effort,  by  a  hrgt  encreafe  of  taxes,  to  form  a  fteady 
fyftem  for  the  annual  fupply  of  the  public  expenfe. 

*'  Such  a  fyftem,  defirable^in  all  couptriee,  and  at  all  tinles,  ih 
particularly  neceffary  to  a  commercial  ftate,  where  the  profpeft  of 
liew  loans  muft  induce  fludluations  in  the  price  of  money  injurious 
to  the  fteady  courfe  of  trade. 

"  It  was  happily  adopted  here,  and  this  is  the  third  fucceflive 
feffion  in  which  the  national  debt  has  not  been  encreafed  by  any 
new  loan,  nor  has  any  new  tax  been  impofed. 
'  *'  Thus  the  fyftem  has  anfwered ;  it  feems  fettled,  and  the  peo- 
ple confide  in  it.  Under  its  influence  public  credit  has  rifen 
high,  aind  private  credit,  unawed  by  any  fear  of  interference 
from  the  patidn's  borrowing,  extends  itfelf  with  fafety  to  en- 
courage irtduftry,  promote  enterpfize,  and  enlarge  the  commer- 
cial capital — manufad:ures  have  in  confequence  been  extended, 
our  exports  encreafed,  and  the  kingdom  feels  a  profperity  ua- 
l^nown  In  any  former  time.  v 
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**  Such  are  the  happy  cffc^s  of  liberal  fupphcs  wifely  adminif- 
tered ;  and  the  Commons,  feniible  of  thofe  effeSs,  do  now, 
with  the  moft  dutiful  zeal  for  his  Majefty*s  fervice,  and  with  tk 
fulleft  confidence  in  your  Excellency's  experienced  wifdom  and 
affedlionate  attachment  to  this  kingdom,  grant  the  fame  fupplie* 
in  the  bills  I  have  the  honour  to  prefent  to  your  Excellency^  ia 
theirname,  for  the  royal  aflent." 


FniDAY,  March  21,  1788, 

Several  bills  were  read  a  fecpnd  and  third  time,  and  then  the 
Houfe  adjourned. 


Saturday,  March  22,  1788. 

The  Houfe  proceeded  to  take  into  confideration  the  report 
from  the  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  whom  it  was  refcrrol 
to  confider  of  proper  rules  and  regulations  to  be  obferved  by  per- 
fons  applying  to  the  Houfe  for  private  bills  refpedling  canals,  the 
making  rivers  navigable,  and  the  improven^ent  of  ports  aod 
harbours.  ^ 

Mr.  Griffith  £aid  he  had  a  petition  to  offer  againft  them; 
the  petition,  he  faid,  was  from  the  Grand  Canal  Company,  and 
ftated,.that  fhould  thefe  refolutions  be  confirmed,  they  would 
very  materially  affedl  the  company's  interefts :  they  therefore 
prayed,  that  the  Houfe  would  poflpone  their  determination,  and 
allow  time  for  the  fubje£l  to  be  duly  weighed  and  confidercd. 
They  alfo  prayed  liberty  to  be  heard  by  their  coqnfel  at  the  bar, 
againfl  the  refolutions. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  faid  he  (hould  not 
oppofe  deferring  the  confideration  of  the  relolutions  for  any  rea- 
fonable  fpace  of  time^  if  a  fingle  gentleman  would  declare,  that 
he  could  difavow  this  principle,  but  if  their  principle  was  found- 
ed upon  the  plaineft  of  all  truifms,  then  the  pollponement  of  them 
could  anfwer  no  purpofe. but  that  of  unneceflary  delay,  a  mode 
that  had  been  fometimes  ufed  to  get  rid  of  queftions  fo  obvioufly 
proper,  that  no  man  could  be  hardy  enough  to  openly  oppofe. 
He  called  upon  gentlemen  to  fay  which,  of  the  refolutions  was 
improper  or  unreafonable ;  was  it  unreafonable  when  people  made 
application  for  public  money,  that  the  public  fhould  kno^  what 
they  intended  to  do  with  it  ?  Was  it  unreafonable  to  bind'per- 
fons  who  receive  public  money,  to  lay  out  that  money  under  the 
XJonditions  and  for  the  purpofes  declared  at  the  time  of  applying  ? 
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Was  it  unrcafonable  to  oblige  the  undertakers  of  c^nah,  to  ghre 
fiotice  to  the  perfon»  through  whofe  eftatcs  they  intended  to  carry 
their  works  ?  If  thefe  were  unreafonable  refolutions,  they  had 
taken  the  rule  by  which  England  had  long  aded,  and  he  thought 
It  would  be  no  injury  to  this  country,  were-  (he  to  copy  the  mode 
adopted  by  England,  on  a  fubjedl  in  which  that  country  had  been 
fb  eminently  fuccefsful.  He  declared,  that  as  the  refolutions 
were  intended  to  promote  the  completion  of  canals,  in  his  opinion 
they  would  moft  e^eftually  anfwer  that  purpofe. 

He  obferved,  that  as  the  only  way  in  which  the  public  can 
benefit  by  canals,  is  by  the  cheapnefs  of  water  carriage  ariling 
from  low  tolls,  it  was  not  unreafonable  that  the  public,  when  they 
grant  money'.towards  carrying  any  canal  fcheme  into  efFe£l,  fhould 
ftipulate  for  keeping  the  tolls  fo  low  as  to  reimburfe  them  the 
money  fo  granted. 

Mr.  Griffith  prcfTed  the  ncccfBty  of  granting  more  time  for 
confideration  ;  he  admitted  that  moft  of  the  refolutions  were  well 
founded,  and  all  might  be  made  ufeful,  was  reafonable  time  allow- 
ed to  modify  fuch  parts  as  were  deftruftive  ;  in  particular  he 
•complained  of  undertakers  being  obliged  to  give  notice  indivi- 
dually to  each  perfon  who  might  be  intereftcd  in  lands  through 
which  works  were  to  run,  many  of  whom  might  be  difinclined 
to  receive  fuch  notice,  others  might  be  abfentees  and  out  of  the 
reach  of  perfonal  notice;  this,  therefore,  he  thought  was  the 
death-blow  to  the  undertaking  of  any  future  canal  unlefs  it  could  ^ 
be  modified,  and  he  therefore  thought  inftead  of  fpecial  notice 
being  ferved  on  each  proprietor  individually,  that  general  notice^ 
in  the  newfpapers,  fourteen  days  before  the  feflion  of  Parliament, 
might  be  deemed  fufficient.  He  objected  alfo  to  binding  under- 
takers to  compleat  the  works  they  might  begin  ;  let  Parliament 
rather  look  to  the  men  to  whom  they  might  grant  aid,  than  bind 
ihem  up.  If  men  of  ftraw  fhould  ofF<?r,  let  Parliament  reje£^ 
th^m ;  but  where  men  of  charafter  and  property  engaged,  they 
fhould  be  left  to  purfue  their  own  interefts  under  the  guidance  of 
theirown  difcretion. 

Mr.  Stewart  (of  Killymoon)  complained  of  the  precipita- 
tion with  which  the  refolutions  were  hurrying  forward,  and  pro- 
pofed  to  defer  the  further  confideration  of  them  to  the  firft  of 
Auguft.^ 

Mr.  Burgh  (Accountant-general)*  faid  that  he  did  not  fee  any 
reafon  for  oppofing  thefe  refolutions,  nor  did  he  fufpeft  any  in- 
tention in  Government  to  overturn  the  appropriati^on  of  the  til- 
lage duties.  Government  exercifed  a  true  oeconomy ;  they  did 
not  intend  to  ftarve  our  projeds,  but  to  reftrain  the  grants  to  the 
bounds  of  honefty.— Can  we  commence  that  fyftem  too  foon  ? 
]f  it  had  been  adopted  half  a  century  ago  he  would  not  perhaps 
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fay  a^  he  now  did,  that  we  had  little  to  (hew  for  half  a  million  of 
moiley  expended  on  canals  and  fuch  works.     No  man  he  faid,  can 
fpeak  truth  and  accufe  Government  of  the  want  of  liberality. 
Your  debt  three  times  told  does  not  amount  to  the  fums  that  have 
been  paid  in  premiums,  bounties,  king's  letters,  and  parliamen* 
tary  grants  for  public  purpofes,  to  which  we  mud  add,  the  (elf- 
denial  of  the   tillage   duties,  a   fum   altogether   not   lefs  than 
7,i22,oool.     He  faid,  when  an  Englifh  g^tleman  was  a(ke4 
from  Dublin  to  any  friend's  houfe  in  the  country,  he  naturally 
imagined  he  could  travel  by  canal,  as  in  Holland-^— but  it  was  not 
fo,  one  line  only  excepted,  which  runs  thirty- two  miles.    The 
more  he  (aw  the  more  he  wondered  what  is  become  of  a  fum  of 
money  that  was  fufficient  to  cover  the  whole  kingdom  with  gold- 
leaf! 

He  faid,  it  was  not  the  objeft  of  himfelf  or  his  right  honour- 
able friend  to^  put  any  determined  bounds  to  expence  but  the 
bounds  of  common  honefty.  We  take  the  example  from  Eng- 
land's rule  of  Parliament  and  the  law  of  the  land  in  Ireland.  Can 
any  man  get  a  (hilling  at  a  grand  jury  prefentment  without  phw| 
or  eftimate  ?  And  can  he  recover  his  grant  without  fwom  evi- 
dence to  the  expenditure  ?  Shall  we  then  be  fuch  foola  as  to  denj 
ourfelves  that  care  in  our  aggregate  capacity  that  we  infift  upon 
in  each  and  every  county  ?  It  would  be  a  (barne  foe  Parliament 
to  teach  them  fuch  a  (lovenly  trick. 

Gentlemen,  faid  he,  treat  covenants  as  a  novelty,  which,  in 
faft,  is  one  of  the  oldeft  dodrines  that  we  know  of.  On  that 
very  memorable  occafion,  when  all  the  living  world  had  afiembkd 
together  in  diftrefs  of  weather,  that  laudable  dodlrinc  was  taught 
to  Noah — "  I  will  keep  my  covenant  with  you." 

He  faid  that  as  a  fubfcriber  to  canals,  he  felt  no  obje6Uon  to 
the-  general  wording  of  the  refolutions ;  two  or  three  words  as 
explanatory  were  wanting,  rather  to  fupport  the  meaning  than 
diminifh  the  e(fe£^. 

He  faid  if  examples  were  wanting  to  fliew  the  neceffity  of 
thefe  refolutions,  he  would  read  the  neceffity  in  the  various  peti- 
tions of  the  Grand  Canal.  One  afierts,  that  all  valuable  articles 
(hall  be  a  toll  of  two-pence  a  mile,  and  that  bricks,  foil,  ma- 
nure, &c.  (hall  be  carried  for  a  halfpenny  a  ton  per  mile. 

In  this,  the  company  does  not  defire  one  (hilling  from  Parlia- 
ment, they  a(k  only  to  borrow  50,0601. — for  this  loan,  which 
IS  to  be  very  honeftly  repaid,  they  were  to  go  to  Athy,  harbour 
of  Dublin,  and  the  river  Shannon. 

Anothei;  petition  afierts,  that  they  will  procure  plans  and  efti- 

mates,  together  with  propofals  for  the  execution  of  their  works, 

,    to  be  laid  before  Parliament — and  accordingly  they  did  not  do  it* 

Their  own  expences  have  exceeded  their  ideas  and  calculations 
above  150,0001.  and  the  project  is  not  half  (inifhed.  They  have 
done  a  good  work  in  opening  a  communication  with  the  Bamov, 
for  out  of  nineteen  counties  that  draw  corn-bounty,  twehc  will 
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come  by  the  Barrow  ioA  Canid,  and  of  i  tz  mite^  1 36  w^ll  feo^ 
by  water;  on  this,  projied  the  public  may  make  a  confiderable 
faving. 

Sir  Edward  Crofton  faid  that  the  pfrintiBg  of  the  refolu'- 
tiona  in  the  journals  would  be  fuffieient  notice  to  the  country, 
and  moved  that  they'  be  taken  into  confideration  the  20th  of 
January,  1789.  m 

Mr.  CoLViLLB  faid  he  was  of  opinion,  that  the  refolutions 
before  the  Houfe,  in  their  general  tendency,  were  liot  objedion- 
able,  although  fome  particular  ones  ought  to  be  altered;  they 
were  however  ill*timed  and  unneccflary,  as  the  Houfe  next  feffion 
of  Parliament  would  have  it  in  its  power  to  infift  on  any  terms  deem- 
ed reafonable,  before  afts  of  incorporation  were  granted  to  par* 
ticular  companies  of  undertakers.  He  was  confident  the  prefent 
Adixiiniilration  was  too  wife  not  to  wifii  fincerely  to  promote  pri-^ 
^ate  fubfcription,  for  \  carrying  on  the  inland  navigation  of  the 
liingdom  ;  but  he  feared  thcfc  refolutions  might  reprefs  and  dif- 
courage  individuals,  as  they  were  unexped:edly  brought  in  at  the 
«id  of  the  feffion,  when  gentlemen  were  out  of  town,  whofeopi*. 
itions  on  fubjeds  affei^ing  the  domeftic  oeconoray  of  the  coiiintry 
.ought  to  be  lillened  to  with  attention.  He  ftated  that  extenfive 
ideas  of  inland  navigation  had  firil  been  taken  up  in  Ireland  about 
the  year  1730, — Since  that  period,  which  was  more  than  half  a 
century,  works  of  this  kind  had  been  carried  on  enprely  at  the 
public  expence,  except  in  the  inftance  of  the  undertakers  of  the 
Grand  Canal.  Experience  had  fliewn  that  jthe  public,  as  direc- 
tors, had  not  fucceeded,  and  it  was  alfo  a$  evident,  that  the  fmall 
aid  of  p\Mfc  money  given  to  the  corporation  for  carrying  on  the 
Grand  Canal  was  inadequate^  as  this  great  work  had  been  faved 
to  the  nation,  through  a  long  and  diftrefling  ftruggle,  by  the  vigo- 
rous perfevcrance  of  the  proprietor^-^that  a  medium  between 
thefe  extremes  was  the  policy  he  had  long  wifhed  to  fee  taken  up, 
and  if  the  public  gave  one-third  inftead  of  one-fifih  of  the  ex- 
pence,  in  aid  of  private  fubfcriptions,  with  all  the  other* advan- 
tages granted  in  the  year  1772  to  the  undertakers  of  the  Grand 
Canal,  he  thought  it  would  effe^ually  accomplifh  the  moft  exten- 
five and  noble  fchcme  of  inland  navigation  perhaps  in  Europe.  ' 
He  faid  a  very  few  years,  at  a  fmall  expence  to  the  public,  would 
finifh  thefe  canals,  and  when  they  were  compleated,  he  did  net 
hefitate  to  declare,  that  he  could  point  put  a  confiderable  annual 
faviqg  on  the  inland  bounties,  on  corn,  malt  and  flour  to  Dub 
lin ;  and  yet  clearly  (hew,  that  this  fyftem  (peculiar  to  Ireland) 
would  remain  improved  and  invigorated,  and  could  be  defended 
on  every, principle  of  found  policy. — He  faid  the  refolutions,  by 
appearing  in  the  votes,  may  anfwer  every  ufeful  purpofe  for  which 
they  were  intended ;  and  In  his  opinion,  flopping  thefe 'will  be  a 
fafer  meafure  than  hazarding  a  check  to  many  private  fubfcrip- 
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tions  which  he  had  the  pleafure  to  inforffi  Ike  Houfe  were  now 
going  forward  with  very  great  fpiriti  aiid  which  promifc  the 
greateft  advantages  to  the  kingdom. 

Mr.  GitiiTiTH  fald  he  was  conVificcd  i£  reafonable  time  was 
alldwed^  every  objeAionable  part  of  the  refolutions  might  be  re- 
moved. The  bufinefs  had  been  taken  up  fo  h'aftily,  that  gentle- 
men had  not  had  time  to  confider  it,  or  to  furnifti  themfelves  with 
argument  on  the  fubjedl ;  but  he  trufled  the  very  inefficacy  of 
his  argument  would  furnifh  a  proof  that  time  {hould  be  allowed 
for  confideration.  One  thing,  however,  was  obvioufly  injurioDJ 
— undertakers  were  to  be  bound  to  follow  the  plan  and  line  upon 
which  they  fhould  fet  out,  and  no  other,  though  in  their  prods 
they  might  find  their  firft  line  impradicable,  and  difcover  aoo. 
ther  that  would  be  eafily  effefted. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid  the  conduftof 
that  Houfe  had  never  warranted  an  opinion,  that  they  would  deal 
feverity  to  any  body  of  men  that  fliould  3^  with  integrity.  Tb 
intention  of  binding  men  to  perform  their  contra6):s  in  the  partJ-  ^ 
cular  fanner  defined  by  their  plans  and  eftimates,  could  havtw 
other. obje6l  but  to  enforce  an  honed  exertion,  and  a  performaitt, 
fo  for  as  poffible,  on  the  part  of  the  undertakers.  What  part 
of  the  condud  of  Parliament  had  ever  given  ground  to  fuppofe 
that  they  would  dittrefs  the  unfortunate  ?  None  ;  and  if  uDdcr* 
takers,  afting  fairly  and  honeftly,  (hould  fail  through  misfortune 
merely,  whatever  Parliament  might  do  to  alleviate  their  misfoT' 
tune,  there  was  no  caufe  to  dread  feverity. 

Mr.  BuROH  faid,  An  honourable  gentleman  does  not  objeAto 
plans  and  eftimates,  provided  the  country  or  line  was  not  to  bf  ■ 
defcribed.  He  faid  he  conceived  that  to  be  quite  unintelligibly 
for  how  can  a  plan  be  underftood  except  when  compared  witb 
ground  applied  to  it?  How  many  aquedudls ?-— how  tDSffJ 
locks  ? — ^how  many  bridges  ? — are  all  localities  ?  ■  Will  he  give  us 
«o  belter  account  of  the  canals  than  is  given  of  the  wind  ?  ^^ 
are  not  to  know  whence  he  cometh  or  whither  he  goeth.  He 
faid,  he  trufled  that  it  was  time  for  Government  to  make  thefr 
water  gods  give  a  better  account  of  themfelves. 

The  Houfe  divided  on  Sir  Edward  Crofton's  motion, 

Ayes,  —  —  12 

Noes,  —  —  45     . 

The  Chancellor  op  the  Exchequer  faid,  as  the  pnfl- 
ciple  of  the  refolutions  was  admitted,  he  would  not  objeft  to 
putting  off  till  Tuefday  the  further  confideration  of  them ;  but 
he  trulied  gentlemen  would  not  turn  to  the  purpofes  of  delar» 
what  was  intended  as  a  poftponement  for  the  purpofes  of  deirW- 
ration.     If  any  gentleman  objefted  to  the  principle  of  the  rcio 
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lutions,  he  hoped  he  would  now  coflcie  forward,  ^d  candidly 
avow  his  obje&ion ;  for  his  part  he  had  no  apprehenfion  from 
having  them  fairly  can valTed,  becaufe  if  properly  underftood,  they 
-would  invite,  and,  not  deter  undertakers, 

Mr.  CoLviLLE  faid  htf  approved  much  the  principle  of  the  refo- 
lutions,  he  thanked  the  right  honourable  gentleman  for  his  can- 
dour, and  doubted  not  that  time  being  given,  the  refolutioas 
would  be  made  acceptable  to  all  parties. 


MoNBAY,  March  24,  1788/ 

The  Houfe  met,   but  did   not  enter  on  any  bufinefe  that 
produced  debate. 


Tuesday,  March  25,  17881. 

The  Houfe  proceeded  to  take  into  further  confideration  the 
report  from  the  committee  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  confider  of 
proper  rules  and  regulations  to  be  obferved  by  perfons  applying, 
for  private  biUs  refpefting  canals,  the  making  rivers  navigable^ 
and  the  improvement  of  ports  and  harbours. 

The  refolutions  being  read,  were  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe.    . 

After  reading  fome  bills,  &<:.  the  Houfe  adjourned. 


Wednesday^  March  ^6,  1788. 

Mr.  Griffith  faid  he  underftood  that  the  bill  he  dad  the 
honour  to  introduce  had  been  loft  by  a  long  adjournment. in  ano- 
ther place ;  there  was  in  that  bill  a  proviiion  for  one  of  the  moil . 
deferving  officers  employed  by  this  country,  Sir  Jerome  Fitzpa- 
trick,  the«infpeftor  general  of  prifons.  The  public  certainly 
were  much  indebted  to  his  care  and  diligence  ;  and  the  reprefen- 
tatives  of  the  people  had  with  a  becoming  liberality  been  unani- 
mous in.  granting  him  a  reward ;  however,  it  had  fallen  to  the 
ground  in  another  place  ;  he  would  now  move  for  an  addrefs  to 
make  good  that  reward,  only  the  Houfe  was  fo  uncomtaonly  thin. 

Mr.  Holmes  faid  the  reward  was  a  debt  of  juftice  to  the 
merits  and  attention   of  Sir  Jerome  ;  and  as  the  Houfe  had  ac- 
knowledged that  debt,  he  doubted  not  that  Government  would 
^aft  confonant  to  their  intentions.     He  was  forry  to  think  the  bill 
for  enforcing  law  in  prifons  liad  been  thrown  put  in  the  other 


Digitized 


byGoogle  ^^ 


4i«  PARLIAMENTARY        [March  28, 

Houfe,  bttt  to  convince  the  world  that  it  was  vrdi  founded,  ht 
would  move  to  have  the  report  of  the  committee  on  gaok  priDttd, 
in  which  there  would  appear  a  train  of  evidence  of  ftich  enormi- 
ties as  would  aftonifh  the  puhlic.  He  then  moved  that  the  re- 
port of  the  gaol  committee  be  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr^  Griffith  obfcrved,  that  engineers  had  been  employed  at 
the  public  expenoe  fome  time  ago,  to  furvey  and  level  certaiu 
lines  of  inland  navigation.  He  thought,  as  the  public  had  paid 
thofe  gentlemen,  it  was  but  juft  that  the  plans,  &c.  by  them 
made  ftiould  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  public. 

He  therefore  moved  that  the  feveral  plans,  fed^ions  and  efti- 
mates  made  under  the  dire6lion  of  the  Navigation  Board,  pur- 
fuant  to  the  refolutions  of  the  Houfe,  be  laid  before  the  Houfe, 
together  with  an  account  of  the  expence  of  the  fame. 

.  The  Houfe  adjourned  until  Friday. 


Friday,  March  28,  178,8. 

The  following  mcffage  was  received  from  his  Excellency  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  by  tike  gentleman  u(her  of  the  black  rod : 

"  ilfr.  Speakery 

**  It  is  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant^s  pleafure  that  this 
**  Houfe  do  attend  him  immediately  in  the  Houfe  erf"  Peers." 

The  Speaker,  with  the  Houfe,  went  up  tq  attend  his  Eiccel- 
Iency>  and  being  returned,  the  Speaker  reported  that  the  Houfe 
had  attended  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  the  Houfe  of 
Peers,  where  his  Excellency  was  pleafed  to  give  the  royal  affcnt 
to  the  following  bills : 

PUBLIC       BILLS. 

I.  An  a<ft  for  ufing  the  court-houfes  of  counties  at  large  and 
counties  of  cities,  whei-e  fituate  within  the  precini^s  of  the  fame 
counties,  for  the  purpofes  of  both  counties,  and  for  declaring 
that  gaols  for  counties  at  large,  fituate  within  counties  of  cities^ 
(hall  be  deemed  part  of  fuch  counties  at  large. 

t.  An  a£l  to  enable  all  ecclefiaftical  perfons  and  bodies,  rtStorh 
vicars  and  curates,  and  impropriators,  and  tnof«  deriving  by, 
from  or  under  them,  to  recover  a  juft  compenfatiojn  for  the  tithes 
withheld  from  them  in  the  year  1787,  in  the  feveral  counties  and 
counties  of  cities  therein  mentioned,  againft  fuch  perfons  who 
were  liable  to  the  faine ;  and  to  explain  and  amend  an  aft  made 
in  the  twenty-feventh  year  of  his  prefent  Majefty*s  reign,  entitled 
an  a£t  to  .enable  all  ecclefiaftical  perfons  and  bodies,  redbrs,  vicars 
and  curates,  and  Impropriators,  and  thofe  deriving,  by,  from  or 
tinder  them,  to  recover  a  juft  compenfation  for  the  tithes  with- 
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held  from  them  in  the  year  1786,  in  the  feveral  counties  therein 
mentioned,  againft  fuch  perfons  who  were  liable  to  the  fame. 

3.  An  a6l  for  continuing  the  encouragement  by  bounties  to 
the  feveral  manufaflures  therein  named  for  a  certain  an4  Uooited 
time. , 

4,.  An  a6^  far  building  a  new  and  convenient  gaol  for  the  coub- 
ty  of  Cork,  and  for  pther  purpofes  relative  to  laid  county. 

5.  An  2L&,  to  continue  and  ameild  ?in  ad  paffed  in  the  fifth  yea^ 
of  his  late  Majefty's  reign,  entitled  an  a6l  for  repairing  the  road 
leading  from  the  town  of  Newcaftle  in  the  county  of  Limerick^ 
to  the  city  of  Limerick^  and  from  thence  to  the  city  of  Cork. 

Sir  Henry  HARTSTcmcE  faid  he  had  a  motion  to  make,  but 
previous  to  his  doing  fo,  he  wiftied  to  know  when  the  recefs  would 
take  place,  and  for  what  time ;  and  if  he  was  not  informed  ia 
that  particular,  gentlemen  muft  not  blame  him  for  not  makis^ 
the  motion,  as  he  did  not  know  what  to  do  with  it.  fHere  wa^ 
a  cry  of  move  after  the  recefs.]  He  then  moved  that  the  grand 
committee  of  courts  of  jullice  be  defired  to  fit  immediately  afiter 
the  recefs. 

Mr.  Rowley  feconded  the  motion. 

Sir  Henry  Hartstonge  then  called  on  Mr.  Secretary 
Fitzherbert  to  know  when  the  recefs  was  to  take  place. 

Mr.  Fitzherbert  faid  he  was  not  certain,  but  fuppofed  there 
would  be  an  adjournment  to-morrow  for  a  fortnight. 

Sir  Henry  Hartston<3e  agreed  ta  poftpone  the  motion  till 
to-morrow,  by  which  there  was  no  queftion  put  thereon;  ^ 


Saturpay,  March  29,  1788. 

Mr.  Fitzherbert  moved,  "  that  the  Houfe  do,  at  its  rifing, 
adjourn  to  the  nth  of  April,"  and  the  quefllon  being  put,  it 
pafTed  unanimouily. 

Sir  Henry  Hartstonge  moved,  "  that  it  be  an  inftruAion 
to  the  grand  committee  of  courts  of  juflice  to  fit  immediately 
after  the  recefs/* 

Mr.  Gardiner- faid  he  thought  the  motion  of  the  honourable 
baronet  a  very  uncommon  and  particular  motion.  He  muft  beg 
that  he  would  inform  the  Houfe  why  he  made  it.      < 

1 

Sir  Henry  Hartstonge  faid  nothing  but  deh'cacy  had  prc- 
Yented  hinafrom  flating  at  large  to  the  Houfe  the  caufe  of  his 
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making  his  motion.  He  confidered  it  as  an  ohjeQ.  of  very  great 
importance^  and  as  the  perfon  principally  concerned  m  it  was 
"^now  out  of  town,  he  deemed  it  unfair  to  enter  on  the  bufmcfs 
till  he  (hould  be  upon  the  fpot,  and  for  the  fame  reafon  he  wifiicd 
to  refrain  from  any  further  explanation. 

Mr.  Gardiner  faid  he  had  heard  of  the  fubje6:  of  the  mo- 
tion, and  he  hoped  that.juftice  as  well  as  delicacy  would  fwaytk 
honourable  baronet.  The  perfon  alluded  to  was  now  employed 
upon  the  bulinefs  of  the  crown.  That  perfori  moft  ardently 
"wiftied  for  an  enquiry,  but  he  hoped  that  enquiry  would  not  take 
place  till  he  fhmild  be  prefent,  and  have  an  opportunity  of  jullify- 
ing  a  condu<^  fo  much  mifreprefented.  From  what  he  had  learn- 
ed on  the  fubjeft,  he  fald  he  could  afiure  the  Houfe  that  the  com- 
mon report  was  not  at  all  to  be  relied  upon. 

Sir  Hrnry  HARfSTONGE  faid  he  hoped  it  was  manifeil  to 
the  Houfe,  that  as  he  had  no  other  ol>fe<^  in  view  than  jufticc,fo 
he  had  proceeded  with  delicacy  and  candour.  He  had  written  to 
the  gentleman  in  queftion,  to  inform  him  of  his  intention,  aod 
had  enclofed  him  an  exadl  copy  of  the  charges ;  that  gentlefl« 
had  defired  an  enquiry,  which  was  the  only  point  which  the  f- 
fent  motion  tended  to;  but  it  would  not  at  all  redound  to hii 
honour,  were  the  prefent  feffion  to  expire  wichout  that  enquli] 
taking  place. 

•  Sir  Lucius  O'Bri-en. — I  have  been  in  that  part  of  the  king- 
dom \yhcre  the  circumftahce  which  is  the'  caufe  of  the  prefent 
motion  is  faid  to  have  happened,  aild  I  am  convinced  that  theie 
was  nothing  in  the  condudi  of  the  learned  gentleman  alluded  to>ia 
the  (lighted  degree  reprehenfible  ;  he  adled  agreeable  to  law  and 
to  his  duty,  for^aj'udge  has  what  the  law  c?iiU  ^ /anus  iSfcrettO) 
which  he  has  exercifcd,  and  not  improperly. 

'  I  do  therefore.  Sir,  think  that  the  Houfe  (hould  be  extremely 
.cautious  of  entering  hallily  into  any  meafure  which  can  feem  to 
call  a  cenfure  on  the  gentleman  in  qucftion.  The  charaAerof  a 
judge  is  as  delicate  as  Chat  of  a  lady,  and  an  injurious  afperiioo» 
however  undeferved,  is  with  infinite  difficulty  wiped  away  J  a^ 
the  fajne  time  that  I  fpeak  thus,  give  me  leave  to  hope  that  the 
Houfe  will  not  fuppofe  I  would  (Ivreen  any  man  from  juftice,  even 
the  perfon  alluded  to,  whom  I  fo  highly  refpeiSl  andcftecmjyct 
I  am  convinced,  from  the  moft  diligent  enquiry,  that  he  has  not 
adied  from  any  improper  motive,  but  at  the  very  worft,  through 
an  error  in  judgment,  to  which  all  men  are  liable. — I  think  the 
motion  unneceflary.        ,     . 

Tlie  queftion  being  put,  "  that  it  be  an  in(lru£iion  to  tb^ 
grand  committee  of  courts  of  juftice,  that  they  fit  iuunetHate^J 
after  the  recefs,"  it  pafled  in  the  affirmative. 
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It  was  ordered,  that  David  Fitzgerald  of  Ballingarry,  in  the 
county  of  Limerick ;  Richard  MaMnfeU,  Efq;  of  Limerick ; 
Edward  Croker,  Efq;  of  Ballinagard,  in  the  county  of  Limerick ; 
and  William  Caldbeck,  Efq;  qne  of  his  Majefty's  counfel  at  law, 
do  attend  the  faid  committee  at  the  fame  time. 

Sir  Henry  Hartstonge  moved,  that  the  Houfe  be  called 
over  on  Friday  the  1 1  th  of  April.  This,  he  faid,  w6uld  be  fhew«' 
ing:  fair  play  to  every  onq. 

The  Attorney  General  faid  he  did  not  fiippofe  that  a  call 
of  the  Houfe  would  anfwer  any  ufeful  purpofe  fo  very  late  in  the 
fefiion,  though  he  thought  the  lubjefl  to  be  confidered  a  very  feri^ 
ous  and  important  one  ;  and  being  up,  he  felt  himfelf  obliged  to 
fay,  in  contradidllon  to  vi'hat  a  right  honourable  baronet  £Sir 
Lucius  O'Brien]  had  advanced,  that  the  ptoceeding  complained 
of  was  not  a  legal  proceeding.  It  might  perhaps  be  juftiiied  by 
necelTity,  but  certainly  it  was  not  a  legal  proceeding. 

The  Secretary  of  State  faid  he  could  fee  no-  neceffity  for 
calling  over  the  Houfe,  and  he  was  certain,  as  very  few  members 
would  attend,  the  call  could  have  no  other  effed  than  to  make  the 
public  fuppofe  that  the  Houfe -had  already  decided  in  the  bulintfs 
that  was  to  come  before  them  ;  for  this  reafon,  and  as  he  wifhed 
the  Houfe  fhould  not  meet  under  any  prepofTeffion,  he  was  againit 
,  the  motion  for  a  call. 

Sir  Henry  Hartstonge  faid  he  did  not  fee  the  bufinefs  in 
that  light  at  all — it  was  becaufe  he  was  not  under  prepofTeffion, 
and  becaufe  he  wifhed  to  decide  with  wifdom  and  juflice,  that  he 
dcfired  to  have  fuch  a  number  of  able  men  as*  compofed  that 
Houfe  called  to  his  affiflauce. 

The  queftion  on  the  call  being  put,  was  negatived  without  a 
divifion. 

The  Houfe  took  into  confidecation  the  amendments  made  by 
the  Lords  to  the  bill  for  the  improvement  of  barren  lands. 

The  Attorney  General  faid  it  appeared  that  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords  a  claufe  had  been  introduced  into  th^  bill,  which  had 
no  manner  of  relation  to  the  futjeffc  and  intention  thereof,  but 
which  had  made  it  the  moft  rank  and  coinpfete  nonfenfe  that  ever 
had  come  before  the  Houfe  of  Parliament*  ,  This  claufe  was- 
taken  from  an  a£l  of  Edward  VL  and  the  propofers  of  it,  with- 
out Confidering  that  the  prefent  bill  was  intended  for  the  eafe  of 
the  fubjeft,  and  that  tithe  Caufes  were  tried  in  Ireland  in  a  much 
more  fummary  manner,  and  with  much  lefs  expence  and  embar- 
raffment  than  in  England ;  without  confidering  that  the  claufe 
went  univerfally  to  all  tithe  caufes,  and  that  the  prefent  only  re- 
garded the  improvement  of  barren  lands,  had  thrud  this  claufe 
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into  ity  by  which  it  was  hfipofGble  now  to  read  jthe  biU ;  to  coib- 
mon  fenfe,  law  or  grammari  This>  however,  was  certain,  thai 
fhould  the  Houfe  admit  it,  in  (lead  of  giving  encouragement  to 
the  fubje6^,  they  would  only  put  them  to  enormous  expence, 
itexation  and  embarraifment  m  all  tithe  caufea  whatfc^^^er.  He 
repeated,  that  the  claufe  made  the  biU  abfolute  nonfenfe,  utterly 
beyond  the  capacity  of  the  Houfc  to  amend,  and  was,  indeed, 
a  ftile  of  legiflaf ion  of  which  he  had  never  before  met  with  an 
example.  He  thought  that  it  was  much  better  to  lofc  the  good 
which  the  biH  was  intended  to  produce,  than  to  incur  the  evils 
which  would  neceffarily  flow  from  the  abfurd  and  ridiculoos 
amendment.  He  therefbre  moved,  that  the  further  confideratiaQ 
thereof  be  poflponed  to  the  29th  of  September. 

Mr.  Day  faid  he  thought  the  claufe  an  improper  one.     No 
prohibition  could  go  under  this  aft  in  the  ufual  fummary  tnan- 
ner  upon  motion,  though  the  matter  of  the  fuggeftion  be  ever  fo- 
clear  or  fuflicient,  but  the  party  fuing  muft,  in  all  cafes,  dechit 
in  prohibition.     Thus,  though  the  fum  in  conteft  be  but  5s.  the 
party  fuing  for  the  prohibition  muft  incur  all  the  expence  and 
delay  of  an  a^ion  before  he  can  reftrain  the  inferior  court  froa 
proceeding.     He  thought,  alfo,  the   proving  by  two  witnefe 
highly  exceptionable,  not  only  as  opprcffivcj  but  introducing  a 
civil  law  principle  into  the  teniporal  courts,  a  thing  not  to  he 
endured ;  and  faid,  if  double  cons  were  to  be  paid  by  eithei  partjr 
they  (hould  by  both. 

The  Secretary  of  State  declared  he  did  not  fee  thofe  oh* 
je6lions  which  ftruck  other  gentlemen.  If  the  inferior  court 
fhould  exceed  its  jurifdidion,  the  court  above,  on  appUcation, 
would  certainly  grant  a  prohibition  in  the  ufual  manner.  The 
claufe  was  taken  from  an  EnglifH  a6l,  a^d  he  thought  very 
innocent. 

The  Attorney  Geksral;  dedared  the  more  he  confidercd 
the  claufe  the  more  difficult  and  perplexing  he  found  it.  It  re* 
ferred  to  Eccleiiaftical  Courts  and  Judges,  though  not  a  fyllable 
had  beeii  faid  in  the  whole  b31  about  them,  and  that  was  the  con- 
fequence  of  tranfcribing  baftily  a  claufe  from  an  Eoglifh  ad, 
without  adopting  the  whole.  It  was  impofiible  by  any  amend- 
ment to  make  fenie  of  m}nfeft2e^  and  he  again  moved  to  po(lfK>ae 
the  eofifideration  of  the  bill  to  the  29th  of  September. 

The  bin  was  rejected. 


Friday,  Af'ril  11,  1788. 

The  Houfe  met  purfuast  to  adjournment^  and  as  foon  as  t|ie 
Speaker  took  the  Chair, 


Digitized 


byGoogle  • 


i^SSO  DEBATES.  43f 

Sir  HenIly  HartstonGe  calied  the  attention  of  the  Houfe: 
He  Caidy  that  previotis  to  the  hA  adjournment,  he  had  the  honour 
to  move,  that  the  grand  committee  of  courts  of  juftice  do  fit 
on  this  day  ;  his  motive  for  moving  for  that  committee  wa§,  that 
the  condu^  of  a  learned  judge  who  went  the  laft  Munfter  circuit, 
in  refpe^i  to  a  trial  that  took  place  at  Limerick,  (hould  be  en* 
quired  into  ;  a  conduct  which  had  given  much  uaeafmefs  in  that 
part  of  the  country,  and  which  he  apprehended  was  not  altoge- 
ther fo  very  leg4 ;  the  grpmid  of  the  trial  was  on  an  c)c£i:raent 
brought  by  Crofbie  Morgell,  Efq;  againft  Mr.  David  Fitzgerald 
of  Bzfllingarry,  in  the  county  Limerick,  for  feme  houfes  an4 
lands  he  held  by  leafe  from  Alexander  Cornwall,  Efq.  He  dc- 
dared  that  in  this  bufmefs  he  was  by  no  means  influenced  by 
any  motives  of  tlie  Icaft  perfonal  natnre  to  the  learned  judge,  but 
it  bringing  it  forward,  he  thought  it  was  only  difcharging  that 
duty  which  he  owed  to  his  conllituents  and  to  the  public.  ^  He 
faid  that  he  had  a  petition  from  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  the  party  ag-t 
grieved,  to  prefent,  flating  Utc  whole  of  the  tranfa^ion,  whicb 
Jie  begged  nvight  be  now  received. 

A  petition  of  David'  Fitzgerald,  of  Ballingarry,  in  the  county 
of* Limerick,  fai-mer,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  and  read; 
fetting  forth,  that  the  petitioher  is  a,  proteftant  landholder  of  the 
faid  county,  in  moderate  circumllances,  vsrho  has  heretofore  fuf-' 
tained  an  irreproachable  charadter,  and  by  honed  induftry  has 
been  enabled  to  earn  a  decent  livelihood  for  himfelf  and  family ; 
that  the  petitioner  did  fevcral  years  fince  take  two  feparate  leafes 
of  fome  ground  and  houfes  in  and  near  the  faid  town  of  Ballin- 
garry, from  Alexander  Cornwall,  Efq;  deceafed,  which  ground 
and  houfes  he  has  fince  continued  in  poifeffion  of  ;  that  the  intereft 
of  the  faid  Alexander  Cornwall  has  fince  been  purchafed  hy 
Qrofbie  Morgell,  Efq;  a  praAiling  attorney  of  confiderable  for- 
tune and  extcnfive  irtfluence  in  the  faid  county ;  that  fhortly  after 
the  faid  Crofbie  Morgell  had  fo  purchafed  the  faid  intereft,  he 
brought  an  cjedment  on  the  title  againft  the  petitioner,  alledging 
that  the  leafes  w^ich  the  petitioner  had  fo  taken  from  the  faid 
Cornwall  were  forged  leafes ;  that  the  petitioner  upon  being 
fcrved  with  the  faid  ejeftment,  applied  to  feveral  of  the  C9unfel 
who  ufually  go  the  Munfter  circuit  to  undertake  his  defence,  but 
found  they  were  all  engaged  by  the  faid  Crofbie  Morgell,  and 
even  thofe  w^hom  he  omitted  to  retain,  refufcd  to  be  concerned 
againft  him  for  the  petitioner,  infomuch  that  the  petitioner  wai 
obliged,  at  a  very  heavy  expence,  which  he  is  vei-y  ill  able  to  bear, 
to  bring  down  Mr,  Seijeant  Tolerand  Mr,  Caldbeck,  from  Dub- 
lin to  Limerick  to  defend  him  upon  the  trial  of  the  faid  eje£^- 
ment ;  that  the  faid  eje<Slment  was  brought  down  to  trial  by  the 
faid  Croft)ie  Mprgell,  at  the  laft  affizes  for  the  county  of  Lime- 
rick, and  the  fame  was  accordingly  called  on  to  be  tried  before 
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Mr.  Baron  Hamilton ;  that  after  the  faid  Crofbic  Morgcll  had 
given  evidence  of  his  title  to  the  premtfes  in  queilion  by  purcbafe 
from  the  faid  Alexander  Cornwall,  the  petitioner  entered  into 
proof  of  the  leafes  under  which  he  claimed^  and  difclofed  the 
whole  of  the  evidence  which  he  had  toproduce^  in  order  to  (hew 
that  his  faid  leafes  were  fair  and  genuine  teafes^  and  totally  free 
from  aU.fuf{Mcion  of  forgery  ;  that  after  the  petitioner  had  fo  dif- 
clofed his  evidence,  the  faid  Baron  Hamilton  thought  fit,  arbi- 
trarily and  illegally,  as  the  petitioner  moft  humbly  fubmits,  to 
difcbarge  the  jury  who  had  been  impannelled  to  try  the  faid  €Je6^- 
ment,  alledging  that  the  trial  of  it  was  likjely  to  take  up  too 
much  of  his  time,  although  the  petitioner  did  by  his  counfcl 
repeatedly  obje6):  tofucha  proceeding,  and  although  it  was  z\\ 
early  hour  when  the  faid  Baron  Hamilton  thought  fit  fo  to  dif- 
charge  the  faid  jury  ;  that  the  pretence  made  by  the  faid  Baron 
Hamilton  for  fuch  his  arbitrary  and  illegal  condu6t  was,  that 
there  was  a  weight  of  crown  buiinefs  to  be  done,  which  made  it 
neceiTary ;  .yet  the  faid  Baron  Hamilton,  as  the  petitioner  ha« 
been  informed,  did  immediately  after  he  had  fo  difcharged  the 
faid  jury,  go  to  dinner  at  the  Mayoralty-houfe  of  Limerick; 
that  the  petitioner  is  irreparably  injured  by  fuch  the  illegal,  op- 
preflive,  and  arbitrary  condu<Sl  of  the  faid  Baron  Hamilton,  info* 
much  as  the  petitioner  has  difclofed  the  whole  of  the  evidence 
which  he  had  to  produce  in  defence  of  his  charafter  and  property, 
and  has  been  denied  the  benefit  of  a  verdid  of  his  countrymen 
upon  it ;  and  inafmuch  as  he  was  obliged,  at  a  very  great  expence, 
to  bring  down  counfel  from  Dublin  to  defend  him  upon  .the  trial 
of  the  faid  ejc6lment,  which  expence  he  never  cai^  bear  again ; 
and  therefore  praying  relief. 

Sir  Henry  Hartstonge  then  moved,  that  the  petition  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  courts  of  juiiice  ;  which  vm 
agreed  to. 

The  Honourable  Denis  Browne^  obferved,  that  it  would  be 
neceflary  before  the  Houfe  proceeded  further,  to  acquaint  the 
learned  Judge  with  the  petition  which  had  juft  been  preferrc4 
againfl:  him. 

Sir  Henry  Hars^fonge  faid  he  had  already  informed  him, 
by  letter,  of  the  charges  he  intended  to  make,  and  thefe  cliargcs 
were  in  fubftance  the  fame  with  the  petition. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Hewtt. — The  hon.  Baron  does  not  wi(b  to 
poftpone  the  enquiry  a  fingle  moment ;  all  he  defires  is  a  fair  and 
candid  examination  of  his  conduct  ;  and  that  as  foon  as  the 
Houfe  (hall  think  proper. 
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The  SECREtARY  OP  State. — As  to  the  honourable  Baron 
htmfelf)  the  candour  of  the  gentleman  who  brings  forward  the 
petition  has  rctidere4  any  further  notice  unneceflary  5  but  we  are 
to  confider  the  dignity  of  our  own  proceedings,  and  when  we  arc 
engaged  in  a  matter  of  fueh  high  importance,  we  cannot  pro* 
ceed  with  too  much  folemnity  and  attention  to  neceflary  forms. 
1  (hould  be  forry  it  (hould  appear,  that  we  had  neglefted  to  give 
due  notice  to  the  honourable  Baron.  I  therefore  move  you.  Sir, 
that  the  Clerk  of  this  Houfe  be  dire£led  to  acquaint  the  honour- 
able Baron  with  the  matters  contained  in  the  petition  which  has 
juft  been  read. 

Sir  Henry  Hartstqnge. — I  ^m  much  obliged  to  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  for  his  kind  interference — I  only  wifh  to  be  put 
in  the  right  way. 

It  was  ordered  by  the  Houfe  that  the  Clerk  do  inform  the  hon. 
Baron  Hamilton,  agreeable  to  theJSecrctary  of  State's  motion  ; 
and  having  alfo  ordered  that  the  evidence  in  this  bufinefs  be  exa- 
mined in  the  moft  folemn  manner,  the  Houfe  adjourned  for  half 
an  hour. 

The  Houfe  having  refumed,  immediately  refolved  itfelf  into  a 
committee  for  courts  of  juftice,  the  Prime  Serjeant  in  the  chair. 

The  following  witnefles  were  then  fwom  : 

William  C^ldbeck,  Efq;  one  of  his  Majefty's  Counfel  at  Law. 

Richard  Maunfell,  Efq; 

Edward  Croker,  Efq;  and 

Mr .  Da vid  Fitzgerald. 

Mr.  Caldbeck  was  firft  examined,— He  faid  he  went  to  Li- 
meHck  as  counfel  for  Mr.  Fitzgerald.  The  court  fat  a  little  after 
nine  in  the  morning,  Friday  29th.  ^  The  plaintiff  ftated  a  rfibrt 
cafe,  merely  that  he  had  a  leafe  from  Lord  Cork  and  Orrery ; 
this  recited  other  leafes,  which  obliged  him  to  go  into  farther 
trial,  which  took  a  good  deal  of  time  ;  his  recolleftion  did  not 
ferve  to  fay  how  long.  The  defendant  then  ftated  his  cafe,  and 
by  the  tinae  he  had  gone  through  his  proofs  it  was  between  three 
and  four  o'clock  ;  he  could  not  be  exadl  as  to  time  as  he  would 
wifh  on  this  occafion,  not  having  fuppofed  any  complaint  would 
have  been  made.  When  the  defendant  had  finifhed,  the  counfel 
of  the  plaintiff  rofe  to  ftate  another  cafe.  In  this  they  had  pro- 
ceeded not  very  far,  perhaps  not  fifteen  or  twenty  mimutes, 
when  Bat^on  Hamilton  perceiving,  that  the  cafe  feemed  to'  take 
a  different  tui-n  from  what  was  expected,  (for  at  firft  it  was  ima- 
gined that  the  plaintiff  intended  to  fet  afide  the  leafes  on  a  charge 
of  forgery)  counfel  rifing  with  a  map  in  his  hand,  which  feemed 
to  involve  aqueftion  of  part  and  parcel,  the  Baron  enquired  what 
length  of  time  the  cafe  would  take  ilp  ?  The  anfwer  was,  three 
or  four  hours — does  not  exadly  recoiled^.  This  occafioned  fome- 
thing  to  be  faid  by  the  counfel  on  both  fides,  after  which  Mr. 
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Duqiicry,  plaintilTs  coanfel,  proceeded  again.  The  Baron  &id, 
he  feared  it  would  be  impoffible  to  go  through  with  the  tn^ 
there  were  fo  many  criminaU  in  aduid  cuftody  to  be  tried ;  tkt 
he  apprehended  it  was  of  more  confequence  to  the  puhUc  todif- 
charge  the  jail  than  to  proceed  on  the  ejedment*  He  ordered 
the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  to  be  called,  and  belieres  he  was  caBedf 
he  then  caUed  upon  the  parties  to  confent  to  withdraw  a  juror, 
which  the  counfcLfo^  the  defendant  declined  doings  and  bdievcs 
the  oounfel  for  the  plaintiff  did  fo  likewife  ;  this  occafioned  a 
good  deal  of  confuiion  in  the  court;  much  was  faid,  andToy 
often  two  or  three  fpoke  together,  on  both  fides;  this  lafted  for  a 
confiderable  time ;  recolleSs  again  hearing  the  Clerk  of  the 
Crown  ca11ed-«cannot  fay  whether  he  attended  ;  the  jary  wire 
then  called  over,  and  in  the  oonfufion  cannot  fay  whether  the  hi 
man  anfwered  his  name,  but  knows  they  were  difcharged,  andit 
fooQ  as  witnefs  could  get  out  of  the  crowd  he  left  the  Court;  > 
tliinks  both  fides  refufed  to  withdraw  a  Juror  ;  cannot  tell  wh^ 
"ther  there  was  a  full  jail  or  not ;  believes  when  the  Judge  caDnl 
the  Clerk  of  the  Crowsy  he  ordered  the  Sheriff  to  return  anodxr 
jury- 

8ir  Frederick  Flooii.— Q^  When  were  the  aiUzes  to  dl 
I>id  you  not  hear  they  were  to  end  next  day,  and  that  tliflt 
were  a  great  number  of  criminals  ? 

A.  I  proteil  I  do  not  know ;  I  heard  nothing  of  the  q^S' 
tity  of  buiinefs  civil,  or  criminal. 

Q^  Do  not  you  think  it  the  bounden  duty  of  a  Judge  to 
deliver  the  gaol  ? 

A*  It  is  a  matter  of  legal  opinion^  and  I  am  unwiling  to 
give  opinions  upon  oath. 

Q^    What  time  did  you  leave  the  court  ? 

A.  'Tis  only  by  putting  circumftances  together  thatlcaa 
anfwer  that  queftion.  1  believe  it  was  fix  o'clock  when  I  got  to 
dinner,  but  upon  fuch  occafions  the  time  frequently  feems  loo^ 
than  it  is. 

Q^  Did  you  hear  the  learned  Judge  make  any  prcparatioDi 
for  bufinefs  when  you  weie  going  away  ? 

A.  I  heard  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  twice  called,  and  am 
almoll  certain  I  heard  the  Sheriff  called. , 

Q^  Did  you  not  then  conclude  he  was  anxious  to  go  upoa 
bufinefs  ? 

A.     I  did  think  he  was  going  to  proceed  on  criminal  trials. 

Q^    Did  you  hear  what  time  he  left  the  court  ? 

A.  I  have  heard  different  things,  but  do  not  know  how  to 
give  credit  to  them. 

Q.     Do  you  think  he  was  there  when  you  were  at  dinner  ? 

A.     No. 

The  Honourable  Dennis  Browne. — ^Q^  What  do  you thi» 
was  his  reafon  for  a£ling  as  he  did  ? 
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A.     1  have  no  ground  to  form  an  opinioa  upon. 

Q^  From  what  you  know  of  the  learned  Judge^  do  you  think 
he  could  have  had  any  poi&ble  motive^  but  a  defire  to  finifli  the 
bufinefs  of  the  Crown  i 

A«  I  always  had  a  very  high  opinion  of  hkfti  and  a  great  re- 
gard for  him— -but  I  can  form  no  opinion  of  his  reafon  for  adting 

Q^  '  Was  the  Baron  a  Crown  Judge  ? 

A.  I  never  was  at  Limerick  before,  fo  am  unacquainted  with 
the  mode  of  proceeding  there-*but  was  told  he  was  both  civil  and 
criminal  Judge* 

Sir  Henry  HARTSTOMGE.-*-Mr.  Caldbeck,  you  are  a  man 
of  truth,  great  information  and  long  experience-— did  you  in 
your  praAice  ever  know  a  juror  withdrawn  without  the  confcnt 
*of  the  parties  ? 

A*     I  never  was  prefent  when  fuch  a  thing  was  done. 

Mr.  CuRRAN.-rQ^  Was  counfel  taken  down  fpecially  on 
-both  fides? 

A.     Yes. 

Q^  Was  the  general  power  of  a  Judge  to  difcharge  juries 
without  the  confent  of  the  parties,  aigued  and  denied  ?, 

A.     It  was  ftrongly. 

Q^  You  oppofcd  difcharging  the  jivy— but  the  Baron  urged 
the  neceflityy  and  made  the  order  in  contradi6^ion  to  your  wifh— -> 
did  he  make  it  trom  that  necei&ty  ? — ^You  faid  the  matter  took  a 
new  courfe,  and  feemed  to  involve  quefUon  of  part  and  parcel  j 
have  you  not  found  thofe  the  longefl  queiiions  i 

A^.   They  often  take  a  Ion?  time. 

Q^   And  this  was  a  furprife  on  you  ? 

A*     I  did  not  exped  it. 

Q^  Was  there  any  aflurance  that  the  trial  would  laft  but  five 
or  fix  hours  ? 

A.  The  learned  Judge  faid  fo.  I  do  recoUeft  he  told  Mr. 
Duquery  ^e  was  ready  to  go  on  for  a  certain  timci  how  long  I 
cannot  fay. 

Mr.  DuMN. — Q^  When  a  juror  is  withdrawn^  is  not  the  effeft 
that  the  defendant  continues  in  pofleffioa  ? 

A.     It  is. 

(X  Could  not  the  plaintiff  have  non-fuited  himfelf  after 
hearmg  the  evidence  of  the  defendant  i 

A*    He  could. 

Captain  "^urgh.-— Q.  If  the  plaintiff  and  defendant  had 
made  a  bargain  with  thejudge  for  a  certain  fpace  of  time,  could 
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not  either  of  them  tiave  rendered  it  ineffectual  hj  tiaaklng  bog 
fpecches,  or  reading  ufelefs  pdpers  ? 
A.     They  might. 

Mr.  Marc u  s  B'er  £  s  fo rd  faid,  it  had  now  fully  s^peared,  that 
tlie  motive  of  the  Honourable  Baron  was  to  diipaich  the  pnbiic 
bufinefs  in  preference  to  a  private  fuit;  he  did  conceive  tint 
.  he  was  authorifed  fo  to  do.  Since  that  time  the  itiatter  had  be- 
come  a  fubje6l  of  much  public  convcrfation,  and  upon  the  noil 
mature  deliberation,  and  hearing  the  opinions  of  his  leaned 
brethren,  he  has  been  inclined  to  think  that  he  exceeded  his  ifr 
thority,  but  he  a^led  from  the  be  ft  of  motives. 

Mr.  Griffith. — I  fpeak  to  order.  I  do  not  think  any  gen* 
tleman  is  warranted  to  fiand  up  in  his  place,' and  make  ackww- 
ledgments  for  the  Honourable  Baron  who  is  the  fubjed  of  (»r; 
confideration.  * 

Mr.  Marcus  BfeRESFORD.— I  would  not  venture  todofcif 
I  was*  not  authorifed. 

Mr.  Caldbeck  then  retired,  and  a  converfation  ariilng  anwigt 
the  members,  upon  the  necelfity  of  calling  in  the  other  witntfot 

Mr.  Denis  Daly  faid,  I  am  convinced  that  if  the  wbolc 
of  tl»e  evidence  is  not  examined,  we  fliall  neither  do  honour  to 
ourfelves  or  to  the  learned  Judge ;  every  man,  therefore,  wbo 
regards  the  character  of  the  Houfe,  or  wifhes  to  fee  that  of  the 
learned  Judge  fully  vindicated,  will  vote  to  examine  evidence  i> 
the  fulleft  manner. 

The  feveral  evidences  before-mentioned  were  then  callet,  aai 
examined ;  but  their  teftimony  differed  nothing  from  that  of  Mt. 
Caldbeck. 

Sir  Henry  Hartstonge  requefted  that  Mr.  Serjeant  Tofe* 
would  fpeak  his  opinion  on  the  fubje<^ — he  had  been  prcfent  m 
the  court. 

Serjeant  Toler  faid,  as  he  had  been  called  upon,  he  felt  that 
hl«  duty  to  the  Houfe,  to  the  public,  and  to  the  individual  ac- 
cufed,  all  impelled  him  to  deliver  his  opinion.  He  was  in  court 
Oil  behalf  of  the  diifendant,  a  man  whom  he  and  the  public  con- 
iidered  as  much  aggrieved  $  be  felt  for  him  at  the  time,  and  ei^' 
deavoured  to  avert  the  refolution  of  the  Judge  ;  but  he  was  2&<^ 
nifhed  to  think  that  the  matter  fliould  ever  become  of  fuch-con- 
fequence  as  to  occupy  the  attention  of  that  Committee.  He  nao 
had  no  communic?ition  with  the  learned  Judge  fince-'theafi""' 
he  had  purpofely  kept  out  of  his  way  ;  he'thidught  at  thetflW 
he'was  miilaken,  and  he  faid  fo  in  very  ftrong  terms;  but  the 
Baron  had  made  up  his  mind,  from  a  convidion  of  the  neceffity 
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of  ffoing  into  the  criminal  trials ;  and,  he  faid,  he  was  cgsyinced 
he  a^ledupan  a  principle  of  duty,  and  though  miftaken,  with 
the  mofl  fair  and  honourable  intentions :  However,  if  the  bufi- 
nefs  had  not  been  thus  taken  up,  he  would  have  brought  it  be- 
fore a  fupcrior  court  of  juftice  ;  but  he  by  no  means  thought  it 
worthy  the  notice  of  Parliament,  nor  could  he  imagine  how  any 
one  could  deem  it  of  fufficient  importance  to  come  there. 

The  Attorney  General. — ^As  to  the  difcharging  of  a  jury 
without  the  confent  of  the  parties,  there  is  no  man  of  profeffional 
chara6ier  that  will  defend  or  juftify  it ;  it  was  an  illegal  a<^,  it  was 
lyithout  precedent,  and  I  truft  never  will  be  repeated ;  but  it  was 
an  error  in  judgment,  an  error  arifing  from  a  good  motive,  a 
wiih  to  difcharge  the  gaol ;  and  as  it  is  not  attempted  to  be  julji- 
fied,  and  as  upon  reflediion  the  learned  Judge  has  altered  his  opi- 
nion^  I  wifh  to  have  the  matter  Jjuried  in  oblivion,  becaufe  there 
18  no  charge  of  any  corrupt  or  difhonourable  motive ;  if  there 
was,  our  refolution  fhould  be  to  addrefs  for  the  removal  from  the 
Bench  of  any  Judge  that,  could  be  guilty  of  corruption  ;  but  in 
the  cafe  before  the  committee,  the  motive  of  the  Judge  was  mod 
pure,  though  much  miftaken,  I  therefore  wifli  the  matter  for 
ever  buried  in  oblivion ;  and  that  it  may,  I  move  you,  Sir,  to 
leave  the  chair. 

The  qneftion  being  put,  that  the  chairman  do  now  leave  the 
chaifi  it  paffed  unanimoufly.' 

The  Houfe  being  refumed, 

.Mr.  CuRRAN  preferred  a  complaint  againft  Mr.  Chatterton, 
king's  counfel,  aflbciated  as  judge  with  the  judges  of  afllze  in 
the  counties  of  Tipperaiy,  Cork,  and  Waterford,  for  feme  in- 
formality in  his  proceedings  at  Clonmel. 

Mr.  Chatterton  rofe  to  make  his  defence,  and  a  converfa- 
tion  arofe,  fo  interlftrded  with  la\iir  quotations,  that  the  Houfe 
fcetticd  to  wi(h  to  get  rid  of  the  fubjm. 


Saturday,  Ars/XL  i»2,  1788. 

SirJoHN  Blac^jiere  moved  that  the  treafurer  or  other  pro- 
per ofncer  of  every  county  within  thfs  kingdom,  do  return  to  this 
Jioufe,  in  the  fecond  week  9f  the  next  feilion  of  Parliament,  an 
account  when  each  refpe6live  infirmary  was  firft  opened  for  the 
reception  of  patients,  and  how  many  beds  it  contained  at  the 
opcJiiiig;  the  nunfiher  of  beds- it  contained  on  the  25th  De<jem- 
bcr,  1787;  the  number  of  patients  adniitted  therein  fince  tho 
eftablifhment,  diftinguifhing  each  year ;  the  amount  of  fubfcrip- 
tions  and  benefadions,  with  the  names  of  the  fubfcribers  and 
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benefaAorSy  and  all  funds  which  are  appropriated  for  the  fupport 
of  the  fame ;  the  name  or  names  of  the  furgcon  6r  fuigeons  ap- 
pointed to  attend  the  fame,  the  falary  each  receives,  the  time 
when  appointed,  and  the  ftate  of  the  houfe  or  hofpital  employed 
as  an  infirmary,  and  where  and  how  the  fame  is  (ituate. 

Mr.  CoRRY  faid  that  fome  time  ago  he  had  moved  for  a  com- 
mittee to  enquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  Hofpitals  and  Infirmaries 
In  this  kingdom,  and  in  the  courfe  of  the  enquiry,  much  infor- 
mation had  been  received  from  Mr.  Howard.  That  he  (hould  lay 
a  ftate  of  as  far  as  had  been  gone  into  the  bufinefs,  before  the 
right  honourablebaronet,andhe  (honld  be  happy  to  co-operate  with 
him  in  carrying  his  humane  intentions  of  enquiring  into  the  ftate 
and  regulations  of  the  feveral  infirmaries  or  other  public  hofpitals, 
into  effed^.  He  faid  much  thanks  were  due  to  the  right  honour- 
able baronet,  for  thefe  exemplary  a6ls  of  humanity,  exercifed  00 
a  late  occafion,  (when  he  moved  for  an  enquiry  into  the  ftate  of 

*  bridewell)  which  had  been  the  means  of  refcumg  numbers  from 
difeafe,  want,  and  wretchednefs,  and  reftoring  them  to,  healtB 

,  and  comfort.  He  threw  out  the  ide^  of  the  propriety  of  eacb 
parifli  taxing  themfelves  for  the  fupport  of  an  infirmary  tofce 
eftablifhed  in  every  pari(h. 

Sir  John  Blaq^ierb  faid  he  was  of  opinion,  that  if  the  funds 
appropriated  for  the  fupport  of  the  infirmaries  and  public  hofpi- 
tals were  properly  applied,  much  greater  relief  could  be  given, 
than  what  generally  is.  He  faid  that  part  of  his  intended  plan 
would  be  refpe^ing  the  qualification!  of  fuigeons  attending 
county  hofpitals ;  and  to  entitle  them  to  fuch  appointmeotSy  they 
muft  belong  to  the  College  of  Surgeons. 

The  account  moved  for  was  ordered. 

Mr.  CoRRY  prefaced  his  bringing  up  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  early  in  the  feffion  to  enquire  into  the  ftate  of 
the  manufii^iure  of  afhes  in  this  kingdom,  with  (aying,  that  the 
report,  from  the  nature  of  it,  was  exceedingly  voluminous^  that 
the  committee  had  colle^ed  every  pofiible  information  that  could 
be  had  on  the  fubjeft,  and  the  evidence  given  before  the  com- 
mittee was  given  at  large  in  the  report.-— He  moved  that  the  re- 
port be  now  received. 

The  report  was  received,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Secretary  of  State  faid  he  wifhed  that  the  report 
fliould  be  printed. 

Mr.  CoRR Y  then  moved,  that  the  report  and  the  fevenl  pipcn 
annexed  thereto,  be  printed.' 
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Mr.  Mason  obferved,  that  the  rq)ort  was  very  voluminous, 
and  he  did  not  think  it  any  way  neccflary  to  print  the  whole  of 
ity  as  it  might  be  abridged.     In  his  opinion  it  would  be  creating  ' 
a  very  unneceffery  expence. 

The  Ss^tETARY  OF  State  faid,  the  report  was  on  a  fubjedt 
on  which  a  difference  of  opinion  was  entertained ;  the  manufac- 
'  ture  of  home  made  aflies,  has  been  an  objed  of  the  Linen  Board 
iince  the  year  1783  ;  ^nd  as  there  was  a  difference  of  opinion  on 
that  heady  it  would  be  but  proper  to  fee  the  whole  of  the  evi- 
dence that  was  given  before  the  committee,  and  by  that  means 
the  public  mind  will  be  fatisfied.  He  obferved  that  the  report 
vras  on  a  fubje6t  the  moil  eflential  to  our  ftaple  manufadure,  and 
he  was  for  having  it  printed,  let  the  expence  be  what  it  may ; 
and  admitting  it  did  cod  one,  two,  or  even  five  hundred  pounds^ 
in  his  opinion,  when  a  fubjedi  of  fuch  importance  was  concerned, 
it  was  by  no  means  unneceffary. 

The  Chamcellor  op  the  Exchequer  faid  he  had  no  other 
obie6kion  to  the  printing  of  the  report,  but  the  expence.     In  his 
opinion  it  might  be  abridged ;  and  he  believed  there  were  but 
very  few  members  who  would  give  thenlfelves  the  trouble  of  read-  . 
ing  fuch  a  voluminous  report* 

Mr.  CoRRY  faid  that  every  gentleman  except  one,  who  had 
been  examined  before  the  committee,  was  in  favour  of  the  en- 
couragement  of  home  made  afbes.  He  pointed  out  a  mode  by 
which  a  confiderable  faving  might,  be  made  in  the  printing  of  the 
report,  and  that  it  would  coil  very  little  more  than  the  expence 
of  the  paper ;  but  he  contended  that  the  printing  of  it,  by  which 
fo  much  information  might  be  had,  and  what  was  fo  ver}^  efTen- 
tial  to  the  linen  manufaSure,  was  abfolutely  neceifary.  He  faid 
there  was  an  appendix  to  the  report,  by  which  any  part  of  the 
evidence  might  be  immediately  referred  to. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid  that  it  more 
immediately  concerned  the  Linen  Board  to  have  the  report  print- 
ed, and  in  his  opinion  the  Houfe  ought  not  to  interfere  in  the 
bufinefs,  but  leave  it  entirely  to  the  Board. 

It  feemed  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  Houfe,  that  the  printing 
pf  the  report  ihould  be  left  to  the  tniilees  of  the  Linen  Board, 

Mr.  CuRRAN  refumed  the  fubjeft  of  lail  night's  debate.  He 
was  forry,  he  faid,  to  prefs  a  fubjedl  that  muft  worry  the  unfor- 
tunate gentleman  to  whom  he  was  obh'ged  to  dlude,  but  he  could 
not  forget  his  duty  from  any  perfonal  confid^ration.  The  general 
difcretionary  power  of  difcharging  a  jury  before  verdidl,  was  a 
point  too  important  to  be  overlooked,  befides  there  was  a  want  oif 
rank  or  confequence  In  the  perfon  guilty  of  fuch  a  viob^tion  of 
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the  law.  Here  too,  the  perfon  charged  with  doing  fo,  £Mr, 
Chatterton]  bad^  fo  far  as  his  laoguage  was  int£l%tbl€,  attempted 
to  juftify,  and  at  the  fame  time  declined  to  ftate  to  the  Houfe, 
though  lepeatedly  called  on,  whether  he  had  done  fo  or  not. 
He  then  alluded  to  the  early  intimation  which  he  had  given  of  the 
itnpfopHcty  of  appointing  that  honourable  member  an  afibciate 
judge,  the  conf^quence  had  now  manifefted  the  juftice  of  hk  ob- 
jeAIons.  The  South,  he  faid,  wa<  now  in  a  ftate  of  terror  and 
confternation  left  a  new  and  permanent  jurifdI£^ion  (hoi^d  be  efta- 
blifhed  among  them,  and  thj^t  gwatkman  be  the  jodge  of  it* 
He  faid  there  was  no  way  of  preventing  that  meaftipebt*  by  per- 
fevering  in  his  purpofe.of  bringing  the  honourabfe  mcmber^s  judi- 
cial coAdud  fully  laefore  the  Hoiife.  He  knew  there  were  always 
perfons  in  this  country  ready  to  abtife.the  conlidencc  of  any  Ad- 
n\iniftratton,  and  to  procure  a  folbwing  by  little  promotions  of 
improper  perfons,  difgraceful  to  Adminiftration,  and  ruMious  to 
the  public  ;  Jn  which  tiiey  fucceedcd  becanfe  they  were  aot  op- 
pofed.  He  would  therefore  perfevere  in  (hewing  the  meafure 
now  decided  in  the  South  in  its  proper  colours.  He  was  confi- 
dent of  fuccefs.  The  men 'of  confideration  in  that  province  jw 
knew  would  reprobate  it  when  they  were  obliged  to  fpeak  m\ 
and  if  Adminiftration  perfevered,  they  muft  do  it  at  the  expena 
of  the  odium  that  would  attend  it.  He  would  therefore  move, 
that  the  grand  committee  of  courts  of  juftice  do  fit  on  Friday 
next — and  after  that  motion  was  agreed  to,  he  (hbuld  move  that 
the  counfel  who  attended  the  trial  in  the  cafe  alluded  to  at  Clon- 
mel,  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  foi;  the  cotmty  of  Tipperar}', 
do  attend  faid  committee. 

Sir  Henry  Hartstonge  feconded  the  motion* 

Mr.  FiTZ HERBERT  faid  that  the  honourable  member  might  be 
aflured,  that  no  fuch  commiffion  for  the  South  was  intended  br 
Government ;  and  that  if  any  fuch  (hould  ever  be  recommended 
to  them  it  fhould  never  be  adopted  without  the  matureft  and 
niceft  confideration.  He  faid  the  application  had  been  to  cftabKfh 
intermediate  feffions  to  be  held  in  the  city  of  Cork ;  but  no  fteps  . 
had  been  taken  in  confequence  thereof* 

The  Attorney  General  faid  he  faw  noijneceifity  for  the 
committee  ;  he  thought  the  aflbciate  had,  fo  far  as  he  was  to  be 
underftood,  admitted  the  fadl ;  that  no  perfon  could  doubt  that 
his  difcharging  the  jury  was  illegal;  that  he  fupppfed  he  had 
done  fo  through  ignorance,  and-  without  any  l?^  dcfign ;  and 
that  as  to  his  juftification  of  it,  he  fuppofed  the  honourable  gen- 
tlenian  did  not  very  perfe<My  comprehend  the  meaning  of  the 
defence  that  he  endeavoured  to  make.  He  therefpre  hoped  that 
the  bonourabU  member  v«rould  aqt  perfevere  ^u  hk  mptiofl. 
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Mr.  CtrRRAM.  dedared  he  was  happy  m  finding  huufclf  at  li- 
ll^rty  to  UcaX  the  learned  gentleman  in  qucftion  with  every  pofli- 
ble  ieoityf  ..TJ^^t  his  only  obje6i  was  to  fave  Adminiftration 
from  an  odious  meafure,  and  to  relieve  the  South  from  an  apprc- 
henfion  of  a  ftep^  which  would,  if  carried  into  effe6k,  grievoufly 
(^urb  the  pubHc  tranquillity.  But  his  fears  atid  theifs  muft  now 
be  at  ata  end*— The  right  honourable  members  had  very  much 
to  their  honour  removed  aU  ground  of  doubt.  The  right  honour- 
^Je  the  Secretary  had  fairiy  difclairaed  any  fuch  appointment* 
The  firft  officer  of  the  law  had  declared  the  Ulegality  ,of  the  learn- 
ed affociate's  condo^,  and  had  candidly  imputed  the  ftrange  and 
unintelligble  vindications  which  they  had  heard,  to  his  not  com- 
prehending the  tendency  of  his  own  words.  He  was  therefore 
fktiafied,  the  meafure  fo  dreaded  was  at  an  end.     And  that  he 

3\  equally'  fatisfied  that  Adminiftration  would  not  on  any  future 
(ifion  fele6l  a  gentleman  for  the  difficnlt  taflc  of  judging  of 
er  mens'  offences,  whom  the  higheft  law  officer  of  the  coun- 
try had  fo  candidly  acknowledged  incapable  of  comprehending 
his  own.  His  public  objevSi  was  therefore  obtained,  and  he  was 
happy  in  being  at  liberty  to  gratify  his  perfonai  refpe6t  for  th« 
gentleman,  by  withdrawing  his  motion. 


-  Monday,  A>ril  14,  1788. 

The  Printfer  of  the  Dublin  Chronicle,  [Mr.  William  Slcater] 
was,  on  the  motion  of  Sir  Henry*  Hartflonge,  ordered  to  the 
bar,  for  having  in  his  paper  of  Saturday  the  1 2th  inft.  inferted 
the  following  paragraph : 

*•  The  public  bow  cannot  be  at  a  lofs  to  form  a  right  judg- 
ment upon  the  complaint  againft  a  refpeftable  Judge,  for  fup- 
pofed  mifconduft  at  the  laft  affizes  of  Limerick,  when  they  arc 
infbrmed  that  in  the  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  whom 
the  matter  was  referred,  upon  examining  the  witneffes  in  fupport 
of  the  compkiat  only,  without  requiring  any  evidence  on  the 
part  of  the  perfon  complained  of,  the  committee  voted  the  chair- 
man out  of  the  chair  without  a  diffenting  voice.'* 

Sir  Henry  Hartstongb.-^How  came  you.  Sir,  to  infert 
that  paragraph  ? 

•  Anfwer.-^Sir,  I  judged  it  could  not  be  wrong  when  injurious 
afperiiona,  highly  derogatory  to  an  honourable  Judge,  had  gone 
abroad,  to  Hate  the  matter  of  fa£t  as  a  vindication  of  his  injured 
chara£ker.  .  ^ 

Sir  Henry  Hartstonge. — ^Th^  paragraph  fecms  to  imply 
that  the  charge  was  iU-fouaded« 
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Mr.  MoLTM Evx.-— I  have  read  the  paragraph  carefuHy,  and  I 
cannot  fee  how  it  implies  any  offence  at  all ;  there  is  no  doubt  at 
to  the  matter  of  fad,  and  the  printer  has  added  no  comment 
whatever. 

Sir  Lucius  O'Brien — I  think  if  the  proceedings  of  thii 
Houfe  are  to  be  ftated  at  all,  they  cannot  be  dated  with  more 
modefty  or  propriety — the  writer  gives  no  opinion  at  all,  but 
merely  dates  the  fa6i ;  and  I  am  furprifed  this  paragraph  fhould 
be  noticed^  when  the  moil  injurious  afperfions  on  the  Judges  of 
the  land,  and  the  moft  grofs  mifreprefentations  of  this  Hoofie 
pafs  in  other  papers  with  impunity. 

Mr.  BROWNLOW.~What  my  honourable  friend  feems  jealom 
of  is  the  oenfure  implied  in  the  paragraph,  as  if  his  charge  agaiaft 
the  honourable  Judge  was  frivolous ;  but  that  was  not  the  cafc» 
ibr  it  appeared  that  the  honourable  Baron  was  wrong;  and 
though  it  is  allowed  that  it  was  but  through  error  of  judgment 
that  he  a6ked  improperly,  yet  every  one  thinks  my  honourable 
friend  was  right  in  bringing  the  matter  before  this  Houfe.  I 
hope,  therefore,  it  will  be  ftated  to  the  public,,  that  the  chair- 
man was  not  voted  out  of  the  chair  becaufe  the  charge  was  fri- 
▼olous,  but  becaufe  that  the  Houfe  faw  that  the  honourable  Baron 
had  aded  wrong  only  through  error  of  judgment ;  and  being, 
from  his  excellent  chara^er,  convinced  th^t  he  could  have  no  im- 
proper motive  for  his  condu(^,  they  were  determined  to  over* 
look  it. 

Mr.  Sleater  was  then  difmifFed. 

Mr.  Trench  faid  he  had  been  feldom  in  the  Houfe  this  fcf- 
£on,  but  he  would  propofe  early  in  the  next,  if  he  was  in  the 
kingdom^  to  introduce  two  meafures,  of  which  he  wiftied  to  give. 
Botice. 

The  one  was,  to  eftablifh  throughout  the  kingdom  a  cantGt 
regiftry  of  baptifms,  marriages,  and  burials,  to  make  them  au- 
thentic and  evidence.  In  this  alfo  would  be  included  a  power 
of  providing  additional  or  auxiliary  grounds  for.  interment,  in 
aid  of  thofe  now  in  ufe,  where  they  may  be  found  nQceiTary. 

The  other  refpe6ls  a  moft  enormous  grievance,  the  copper 
coinage.  He  declared  any  new  import  or  coinage  of  copper 
in  the  prefent  way,,  would  not  be  any  relief;  a  pound  of  cop- 
per was  not  worth  more  than  about  eight-pence  if  in  wholeiale,^ 
but  it  fold  at  64  half-pence,  for  two  fhiUings  and  eight-pence, 
which  was  a  fpecies  of  deftru^fkive  traffic,  where  the  profit 
againft  the  public  was  300  per  cent.  - 

If  the  coinage  was  adulterated  by  bafe  metal,  which  might  be  had 
under  one  penny  per  pound,  the  profit  to  the  counterfeiter  wai 
about  600  per  cent.  He  beheved  he-could  o£Per  an  effeAual  remedy» 
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but  rcafons  of  propriety  prevented  him  ^from  ftating  more  ;  tho* 
he  had  confidered  and  was  prepared  for  the  fubje6t ;  he  would  go 
into  it  early  the  next  year.  At  the  prefent  he  (hould  only  move 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  refpefking  the  regiilries  and  canre- 
taries. 

Several  accounts  from  the  Commiffioners  of  Police  were  prc- 
&nted  at  the  bar,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Sir  Francis  Hutchinson  obferved,  that  more  than  a  fort- 
night had  palFed  fince  he  had  called  for  thofe  accounts,  fo  that 
he  fuppofed  the  fecretary  of  police  mull  have  found  it  a  very  dif- 
ficult tafk,  indeed,  to  draw  them  up  in  a  proper  form  ;  but  that 
ibme  conjedlure  about  them  might  be  made  from  their  accounts 
of  the  firft  year  and  quarter,  delivered  In  from  that  board  forac 
time  ago,  fomc  articles  of  which  feemed  fo  very  extraordinary, 
that  he  thought  they  ought  not  to  pafa  unnoticed  by  the  Houfe. 
Fifty  guineas  were  charged  for  the  attorney's  drawing  the  firft 
Police-bill.  He  prefumed  the  preparer  of  the  account  thought. 
it  enormous,  for  he  added — that  it  was  paid  by  order  of  Mr. 
Orde.  The  bills  of  four  other  attorn ies  amounted  to  240I.  Be- 
fides  abridgments  of  the  ftatutes,  there  were  1 20I.  charged  for 
five  fets  of  the  ftatutes  at  large — ^two  guineas  for  Johnfon's  Dic- 
tionary-:-ten  guineas  for  Chambers's  Dictionary — feals  of  office, 
4il.— -a  feat  in  St.  Andrew*s  church,  20  guineas — for  writing 
.paper  rexchifive  of  allaccompt  books)  270I.  of  which  more  than 
lool.  IS  for  gilt  paper — ^the  carpet  merchant's  bill  is  99U— the 
ftone  cutter's  biu  105I. — the  looking-glafs  merchant's  13  81. 

He  faid,  when  he  confidered  the  refpedlable  chara(^ers'of  the 
gentlemen  who  are  at  the  head  of  that  board,  he  concluded  they 
might  have  been  occupied  with  the  care  of  the  public  quiet  and. 
order,  and  hare  left  the  care  of  the  expenditure  to  fome  of  the 
inferior  officers,  who  had  abufed  their  confidence.  But,  however, 
he  thought  it  incumbent  on  that  Houfe  to  fhew  their  difappro- 
bation  of  fuch  monftrous  charges,  or  elfe  they  muft  expe^  to. 
find  ftill  more  extravagant  ones  in  the  accounts  of  next  year ;  and 
that  indead  of  ten  guineas  for  Chambers's  Didionary,  the  pub- 
lic would  have  fifty  guineas  to  pay  for  the  Encyclopedia. 

He  therefore  moved  the  Houfe  to  refolve,  **  that  feveral  articles 
in  the  accounts  delivered  to  that  Houfe,  by  the  Commiffioners  of 
Police  in  this  feffion,  were  reprefaenfible  and  deferved  the  cenfure 
oftheHoufe.'* 

Mr.  Mason  faid  he  was  of  opinion  it  would  be  much  better 
to  wait  for  the  report  of  the  Commifiioners  of  Impreft  Accounts, 
who  were  at  the  prefent  time  auditing  the  Police  accounts,  than 
to  come  to  a  refolution,  that  feveral  of  the  charges  in  the  ac- 
counts were  reprehenfibk,  and  deferve  the  cenfure  of  the  Houfe. 
Without  fpecifying  the  particular  charges,  would  be  highly  im- 
proper, and  he  (hould  therefore  give  a  negative  to  the  refolutioa. 
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The  ChAI^  CELLOR.  OF  THE  ExCHEQUE]!^     fald    i^  would  be  X90 

ther  extraordinary  to  come  to  fuch  a  refolution  as  the  o.ne  now 
propofedy  without 'particularizing  the  charge.  The  Honourable 
Baronet  mj^ht  as  well  move  a  fimilar  refolution  refpe£Ung  the 
members  of  this  Houfe. 

Mr.  Grattan  faid,  that  a  matter  of  this  kind  ihould  not  pafs 
without  notice,  and  although  there  might  be  caufe  ei  objedioB 

to  the  Honourable  Baronet's  motion,  yet  fomething  was  neceffary 
to  be  done  upon  the  occafion  ;  for  if  the  Houfe  paffed  the  prcfent 
accounts  in  filence,  "they  could  never  condemn  prodigality.  It 
would  be  abfurd  to  fay  that  any  eftabUfhmcnt  fhotild  be  tolerated 
in  fuch  ufclefs  extravagance  as  that  which  had  been  noticed— 
other  perfonsmight  avail  themfelves  of  the  circumftance,  and  bow 
could  gentlemen  cenfure  in  one  bcidy  what,  they  had  taken  no  no- 
tice of  in  another  ?  Would  the  Houfe  therefore  fan^ify  an  ex- 
pence  which  they  could  not  approve  ? 

For  gilt-paper  there  had  been  charge4  lOoL  Now  if  gentle- 
men would  calculate  what  quantity  one  hundred  pounds  would 
purchafe,  and  would  divide  it  amongft  the  gentlemen  of  the  po- 
lice, who  genefally  made  ufe  of  gilt-paper,  and  cftimate  how 
much  a  man  could  write,  it  mufl  be  evident  that  if  one-fourth  of 
the  paper  charged  in  the  year  had  been  ufed,  the  jgetitlemen  of 
the  police  muft  have  written*  themfelves  into  a  confumption. 
Here  was  a  phy  fical  impoffibility  againft  the  juftice  of  t}ic  charge. 

Other  very  extraordinary  charges  had  been  made  for  books — 
for  fets  oi  the  Statutes — for  Belli ngbroke*s  Abridgenrrent,'  &c. 
This  charge  he  obferved,  was  rather  inadniiffiblp,  becaitfe  all  thefc 
police  gentlenircn  had  been  aldermen  and  magiftrates  prior. to  the 
formation  of  the  eftablifhmeVit,  and  could  they  be  fuppofcd  to 
have  not  a  fmgle  law  book  in  th^ir  pofleffion  ? 

The  charge  for  Johnfon's  Diftionary,  he'obferved,  i^as  a  laugh- 
al^fe  cxpcnce.  What  could  be  the  intent  of  it  ?  Did  they  want 
to  learn  to  ipell  corredtty  ?  Heaflced  how  would  gentlemen  like 
a  mitfmus  mtidc  out  iil  tne  fti}e  of  Johnfon  ?  Upon  the  whole, 
he  mwft  fey,  that  the  quantum  of  their  charges  iVas  enormous, 
and  their  quatity  ridiculons  ;  and  he  thought  it  moft  prjudcnt  to 
defer#a  motion  of  this  kind  until  next  feffion.. 

Sir  Francis  Hutch ihsow  wifted  for  a  ewJHWittee,  and 
moved  that  ^e  accounts  be  taken  rato  confideirirtion  on  the  firft 
of  May  next.  / 

•  Mr.  Mason  faJd  he  was  againft  the  motion.  In  the  Commit- 
tee of  A«co4int8  next  feffion,  all  thofe  artielts  iwuJd  undergo  a 
fcmtiny,  and  fuch  as  fhould  be  coiifidered  improper,  would  he 
pointed  o«rt. 

The  motion  was  withdrafWn, 

A  petition  of  the  high  fherifF  and  grand  jury  of  the  county  of 
Gatway,  at  fpring  afixzes,  1788,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe 
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and  read  ;  ficttifig  fotih^  that  by  a  kte  dA  of  parliament  infir- 
maries were  to  be  built  in  CYcry  county  in  this  kingdom,  to  be 
ereded  where  the  aflizes  are  ufually  held  ;  that  the  aflizes  are 
held  for  the  county  at  lai^e  in  the  county  of  the  town  of  Galway, 
which  isr  the  m^oll  weilern  town  in  the  faid  county,  and  twenty 
miles  at  leail  diftant  from  any  central  part  of  faid  county,  and 
very  inconvenient  to  the  patients  recommended  as  obje<Sts  for  faid 
infirmary  ;  that  feveral  gentlemen  of  property  and  fortune  have, 
on  that  account,  withdrawn  their  fubfcriptions ;  and  therefore 
praying  that  faid  a6):  may  be  amended,  fo  as  that  an  infirmary- 
may  be  built  and  ered^ed  in  the  town  of  Loughrea,  it  being  the 
moft  central  part  of  the  laid  county,  to  anfwer  the  intention  of 
faid  a£i. 

Mr.  CoRRY  faid  he  rofe  to  inform  the  gentleman  who  prefent- 
cd  the  petition,  that  a  report  would  be  made  from  a  committee 
on  the  fubjed,  in  which  it  would  be  dated,  that  the  infirmary  of 
Galway  had  been  negledied  in  a  mofl:  fhameful  manner.  No- 
thing, however,  could  be  done  in  the  bufinefs  before  next  feffion. 

Mr.  Grattak.— Mr.  Speaker,  I  fubmit  to  you  certain 
great  principles  as  propofitions  to  the  church — to  ftand  the  foun- 
dation of  future  bills,  to  (land  the  fentiments  of  the  Commons, 
and  to  be  (ifthefe  fentiments  are  ^refifted  by  a  right  reverend 
bench)  our  acquittal  and  juflification  to  the  public. 
The  firft  refolution  relates  to  barren  land. 

**  Refolved,  that  it  would  greatly  encourage  the  improvement 
of  barren  lands  in  Ireland,  if  faid  lands,  for  a  certain  time  af- 
ter being  reclaimed,  were  exempt  from  the  payment  of  tithes.*? 

This  is  a  maxim  of  politics,  and  requires  nothing  more  for  its 
adoption  on  the  part  of  the  church  but  the  exercife  of  Chriftian 
charity  arid  common  fenfe.  Thjs  is  the  law  of  England — and 
true  in  the  wilds  of  America,  as  well  as  in  England,  a  principle 
which  barbarity  and  civilization  equally  proclaim. 

This  does'not  aflc  any  thing  from  the  clergy  except  the  ufe  of 
their  underftanding — that  they  will  reftrain  an  unfeafpnable  ap- 
petite-^pollpone  a  premature  voracity.  That  they  will  on  this 
occafion  indulge  themfelves  in  a  fagacity  fuperior  to  that  of  the 
fowls  of  the  air  who  devour  the  feed,  and  equal  to  the  wifdom  of 
the  hind,  who  waits  for  the  harveft. — Have  mercy  on  the  infant 
labours  of  mankind  ;  refpeA  the  plough,  and  inftead  of  dogging 
Its  paces  as  a  confiable  would  a  felon,  imitate  the  barbarous,  but 
in  this  inftance  more  civilized  Perfian  monarch,  who  began  his 
reign  by  taking  the  plough  iti  his  royal  hand,  and  did  homage 
to  that  patient  inilrument  which  feeds  mankind. 

To  fay  that  the  bill  in  queftion  enriched  the  community  at  the 
expence  of  the  clergy,  was  but  a  poor  and  uncharitable  argument, 
the  refult  of  hot  coanfel,  and  crabbed  fentiments.     If  it  dpes  en- 
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rich  the  community — true — but  not  at  your  expenoe — you  give 
nothing.  What !  will  the  eagle  come  down  that  you  may  tithe 
himy  and  the  flag  of  the  mountain  ftop  at  thy  bidding  ?  You 
give  nothing  except  to  yourfdvet  and  your  fucceflbrs  the  chance 
of  getting  fomethtng  from  that  which  but  forfuch  an  encourage- 
ment  might  remain  to  you  and  to  us,  to  all  eternity,  wretched 
and  unprofitable.  Suppofing  therefore  that  the  clergy  were  in 
no  particular  to  make  facrificcs  to  the  good  of  their  flock,  that 
they  were  to  get  every  Jaw  they  aiked  for  themfdvefi,  and  to  ai^ 
feiit  to  none  on  the  behalf  of  their  parifhioners-— yet  ftiU  fhould 
they  accede  to  this  meafure — on  a  principle  of  enlightened  felfifh- 
nefs — on  a  principle  not  of  piety,  but  of  ufury,  and  to  refiftit 
would  argue  an  incapacity  to  fee  not  only  the  public  intereft  but 
their  own. 

On  fuch  a  principle  of  narrow  and  ignorant  precaution  had  the 
laity  proceeded,  they  would  never  have  granted  the  premium  on 
the  inland  carriage  of  com,  nor  on  the  export  of  com,  nor  on 
the  export  of  linen,  on  the^fale  of  woollen,  nor  the  growth  of 
flax,  nor  of  rape :  they  would  have  checked  the  growth  of  agri- 
culture, and  of  manufafture,  and  of  courfe  the  growth  of  tithe. 
Make  the  precaution  of  fome  of  the  heads  of  the  church  the 
folly  of  the  laity — extend  their  principles  to  us,  and  wc  ftarvc 
the  community. 

To  fuppofe  that  the  encouragement  given  to  barren  lands 
would  lay  the  foundation  of  law  fuits,  is  only  to  argue  in  jg- 
♦  Dorance  of  the  law — ^has  the  law  done  fo  with  refpe6l  to  flax, 
done  fo  with  hemp  or  bog  ?  and  yet  fuch  laws  have  exifted. 
Do  not  they  know  that  the  Barren-land-bill  was  not  an  original 
bill,  but  an  extenfion  of  the  provifions  of  a£^s  already  in 
cxiftence,  from  whence  none  of  thefe  confequences  had  flowed, 
and  therefore  this,  obje&ion  only  proves  the  objeAors  to  be,  I 
will  not  fay  bad  lawyers  and  bad  hufbandmen,  but  to  be,  I  will  fay 
in  their  knowledge  of  hu(bandry,  and  their  knowledge  of  law, 
vaftly  inferior  to  themfelves  in  the  fcience  of  divinity ;  and 
while  I  excufe  the  errors  of  fome  of  the  reverend  bench,  I  much 
honour  the  fenfe  of  thofe  of  their  own  order  on  that  bench,  who 
did  moft  decidedly  and  explicitly  differ  from  them ;  who  faw 
that  the  clergy  had  a  common  intereft  in  the  country  ;  that  it  was 
inconfiftent  in  them  to  defire  to  partake  of  the  gp-owth  of  the 
kingdom,  and  to  check  that  growthwhen  the  opportunity  oc- 
curred ;  who  faw  the  feeble  policy  of  any  thing  like  a  little  com- 
bination againft  the  general  ienfe ;  who  thought  the  befl:  method 
of  preventing  a  faction  in  the  laity,  was  to  reiiil  a  fa6lion  in  the 
chuich  ;  and  who  alfo  thought  that  the  two  bills,  the  Hemp-hill| 
and  the  Barren-land-blU,  recommended  by  Government,  fent  up 
by  the  unanimous,  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons*— proved  to 
be  ufeful  by  the  example  of  Great  Britain,  and  efpoufed  by  pu- 
blic wi(hQ8,  was  not  exa^y  the  ground  on  which  the  Biihopf 
fliopld  poft  themfelves  againft  the  intereft  of  the  conamunity. 
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1  hare  mentioned  that  this  meafure  is  fupported  on  principle! 
of  Chriftianity. 

Ifaiah  makes  two  predictions— the  one  is  a  denunciation  againft 
fuch  as  oppofe  the  kingdom  of  Chrift  ;  the  fecond  an  annuncia- 
tion to  thofe  who  receive  it,  and  he  makes  the  point  of  the  curfe 
that  very  fterility  which  the  enemies  of  this  meafure  would  pix>- 
mote,  and  the  point  of  the  bleffing  that  very  fertility  which  tl^ 
bill  went  to  encourage :  *^  The  wildemrefs  and  folitary  place 
ihali  be  glad,  and  the  defert  (hall  bloifom  as  the  rofe.'' 

I  have  taken  the  predidion  of  Ifaiah,  and  reduced  its  princi- 
ple to  a  vefolution,  which  I  have  already  read,  and  which  I  fhall 
have  the  honour  to  propound  to  you,  and  I  put  it  to  grave  au- 
thority to  verify  their  prophet. 

In  the  meafure  to  which  I  refer  there  was  a  particular  corn- 
pad,  if  report  fays  true :  three  bills  weie  brought  in,  two  were 
to  be  rejeded  by  the  influence  of  Govemnaieat  in  this.Houfe,  pro- 
vided the  third  (hould  pafs  the  Lordsy  without  the  oppoiition  of 
the  Church.^  Thus  the  public  were  to  receive  fome  benefit,  and 
the  exceffive  zeal  of  a  certain  part  of  the  right  reverend  bench^ 
was  to  be  ihielded  by  the  hand  of  Government  from  repeated  op- 
^Ipi^unities  of  expofing  their  ptinciples. 

The  compad  was  fulfilled  on  the  part  of  Govemmient  s  two 
bills  were  reje^ed  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  by  compad,  and 
the  third  deibroyed  in  the  other  Houfe,  in  breach  of  compad. 
A  minifter  is,  I  muft  fuppofe,  a  heretic,  with  whom  holy-men 
need  not  obferve  faith.  To  deftroy  this  bill,  the  firft  method 
that  occurred  was  petition ;  the  petitioners  very  few  in  number, 
but  certainly  very  refpedlaUe  names,  complain  that  they  will  be 
greatly  prejudiced  by  the  improvement  of  barren  lands*  ;  they 
petitioned  againft  it  in  the  moil  unqualified  manner,  not  againft 

♦  To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal, 
in  Parliament  aifembled. 

The  humble  Petition  of  feveral  of  the  Clergymen  of  the  Church 
of  Ireland,  on  behalf  of  themfelves  and  others  of  the  faid  ^ 
Clei^, 

Shcweth, 

That  your  petitioners  apprehend  that  the  clergy  of  the  faid 
church  in  general,  and  your  petitioners  in  particular,  will  be 
greatly  prejudiced  in  their  properties,  in  cafe  a  bill  now  depend- 
ing before  your  Lordfhips,  to  extend  the  provifions  of  an  "  Ad 
**  to  encourage  the  improvement  of  barren  and  wafte  land  and 
**  bogs,  and  planting  of  timber  trees  and  orchards,"  fhould  pafs 
into  a  law. 

Your  petitioners  therefore  humbly  befeech  your  Lordfhips  to 
permit  them  to  be  heard  by  counfel  againd  the  faid  bill. 

And  your  petitioners  will  pray. 
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any  particular  claufe,  nor  againft  the  frame  of  the  biH,  but 
againd  the  bill  itfelf.  The , names  are  few,  but  if  names  atone^ 
witlK>i}t  reafoits,  could  give  weight  to  a  petition,  this  petition 
has  that  weight  I  ac'knowkdge.  I  ihould  be  forry  to  offend 
againft  the  intereftorthe  j^pprehettiions  of 'the  petitiotiers ;  un- 
able to  reconcile  both,  and  obliged  to.xnake*a  ciioice,  I  maft  a^ 
^nce  their  intereft  in  defiance  of  their' difpofitioo^^  Petition  una 
not  deemed  fufiicient ;  another  method  of  damnation  was  reforted 
to^ — amendment,  and  the  amendment  was  a  claufe  ef  encroach- 
ment— an  encroachment  of  the  worft  kind,  an  extenfion  of  the 
power  of  the  fpiritual  courts  on  the  temporal ;  the  fpiritual  courts 
were  to  (land  in  the  place  of  judge  and  jury.  With  what  fafcty 
you  will  decide  when  I  read  you  two  decrees  of  the  fpiritual 
court  of  Qoyne,  one  excommunicating  a  countryman  for  refcf- 
ing  to  pay  tithe  of  turf  againft  law,  and  the  other  excomtnuni* 
eating  eight  perfons  for  the  fame  illegal  reafoni.  The  idea  of 
their  amendment  was  this — ^  No  encroachment  on  fterility ;  no 
fn^rafions  of  the  plough  on  barren  land,  linlefs  you  wiM  at  the  fame 
time  invade  the  boundaries  of  your  laws."  This  prefumptuous 
amendment  being  mod  judiciouflj  withdrawn,  becaufe  it  couW 
not  have  paffed,  (for  it  could  not  nave  pafied  the  Honfe  of  LoiA 
ultimately)  another  was  introduced  not  equally  mifchievous :  W 
I  fpeak  with  the  greateft  deference  to  high  authority — a  little 
nnintelligrole — a  little  long — ^a  little  perplexed,  and  a  little  embar- 
raffing — a  claufe  in  an  old  mifccUaneous  aft  is  extrafted  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  cafe  of  barren'  land,  to  which  in  the  Engliftiaft  it  had 
no  immediate  reference.  The  above  claufe  requires  two  witncf- 
fes  on  the  "part  of  the  countryman,  and  gives  to  the  parfon  dou- 
ble cofts,  and  obliges  the  countryman  to  declare  in  prohibition, 
feying  him  under  the  difficulty  of  an  aftion  at  law. 

The  .  bill  (o  loaded  juftly  fell ;  ^thofe  vigilant,  but  in  this  in- 
ftance,  moft  millaken  men,  who  destroyed  it,  will  hereafter  fee 
the  wifdom  of  adopting  the  bill  without  the  firft  amendtaent, 
without  the  fecond  amendment,  and  without  any  amendment  at 
alL^—One  fhould  imagine  feme  charaAers  took  a  pride  in  barren 
land  ;  in  this  fentiment  only  have  they  refitted  the  bill,  founded 
on  the  Englifh  a£t,  enabling  the  Biihops  to  grant  leafes— p-is  it 
not  enough  that  a  thirteenth  part  of  the  land  of  the  coun- 
try (hould  be  in  the  hands  of  ecclefiaflical  corporations  ?  Is  itnc- 
cefiary  that  i'uch  land  {hould  be  as  barren  as  polfible  ?  You  need 
not  aiJc  which  is  church  land  in  Ireland  i  you  know  it  by  the  in- 
fallible traces  of  barrennefs  and  mifery  ;  contiguity  to  a  great 
town  is  not  fufiicient  to  give  life  and  pulfation  to  this  palfeycd 
part  of  the  creation  ;  one  would  imagine  the  eilate  was  doing 
penance  on  tarth,  and  that  the  inhabitants  had  laid  up  sH  their 
treafures  in  Heaven  ;  or  weie  here  in  a  Hate  of  Purgatory  un- 
der Proteftant  Bi^ops.  Strange,  that  the  latter  fhould  objcA 
to  a  tenure  which  would  enable  them  to  make  freeholders,  and 
encourage  the  Proteftant  intereft  }  If  range  that  they  fhould  iniift 
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on  keeping  their  eftaties  on  terms  at.once  boftile  to  reprefentation 
and  conformity.  The  next  refolution  -which  I  fhall  propofe  to 
you  is  one  refpedUng  flax  :  It  is  as  ibllows : 

*^  Refolvedy  That  a  domeftic  fupply  of  flax  is  an  objed  to 
which  all  his  M^efty's  fubjefU  of  Ireland  fliould  contribute. 

^*  2.  That  this  Houfe  has  greatly  contributed  to  faid  obje6lf 
by  various  bounties,  but  that  the  linen  manufaAure  has  only 
flouriflied  in  thofe  parts  of  the  kingdom,  where  a  total  exemption 
from,  or  a  fmaU  compofition  for  tithe  of  flax  has  exifted. 

*•  3.  Refolvedy  That  in  order  to  extend  the  linen  manufac- 
ture, faid  exemption  or  compofition  fhould  be  made  general." 

This  too  is  a  principle — the  rudiments  of  manufafture  fliould 
not  be  tithed — furely  not  of  your  ftaplc,  and  above  all,  not  of 
your  only  ftaplesmanufa^re ;  to  advance  this  has  been  long  the 
fpeech  from  the  throne,  the  echo  of  that  fpeech  your  addrcfs, 
and  the  objeft  of  various  and  expenflve  premiums ;  to  introduce 
it  into  the  South  has  been  long  the  wifli  of  that  province ;  to  at- 
tend to  it  now  has  become  yoiur  particular  duty,  becaufe  Ruffia 
has  laid  a  duty  of  five  per  cent,  on  her  exports  to  thefe  countries^ 
the  treaty  with  England  being  it  an  end.  Will  any  man  in  the 
South  fow  flax  to  pay  12s.  an  acre  tithe,  when  in  the  North  he 
pays  but  6d.  per  form  ?  The  defpair  of  the  fouthem  provinces  to 
grow  flax  in  any  tlegree,  wa»  admitted  by  a  propofal  to  diihibute 
the  flax  premiums  into  provincial  portions,  on  an  allegation  that 
the  North  took  a  great  portion,  and  the  South  little  or  notching ; 
that  is,  the  North  does  grow  flax  becaufe  it  does  not  pay  tithe  ; 
and  the  South  does  not  grow  flax,  becaufe  it  does  pay  tithe ;  and 
thus  embarrafled  by  the  tithe,  the  wretched  expedient  was  to 
take  the  bounty  from  the  North,  in  order  to  pay  the  tithe  <^  the 
South. 

Here  again  I  muft  do  juftice  to  Government ;  they  did  intend 
a  modus  £>r  flax  as  well  as  for  hemp,  and  one  reafon,  pexhaps, 
among  others,  was  the  late  duty  on  Ruflian  flax.  This  gracious 
and  benign  intention  of  Government  was  by  epifcopal  interference 
rendered  abortive  $  that  fame  epifcopal  interference  on  which  the 
liation  is  to  charge  the  lofs  of  the  barren-land-bill,  did,  with  the 
beft  intentions  to  be  fure,  but  the  worft  efled„  oppofe  both  falu- 
tary  meafures — ^the  modus  for  hemp  and  the  modus  for  flax. 

That  oppofition  to  the  hemp*bill  failed,  becaufe  that  bill  wat 
deemed  beneficial  to  the  navy  of  England,  and  was  an  Englifh  as 
well  as  an  Irifh  meafure  ;  but  that  oppofition  to  the  flax-bill  fuc- 
ceeded,  becaufe  flax  was  only  materisd  to  the  Irifli  manufadure, 
and  was  a  meafure  purely  Irifh.  The  hemp-bill,  however,  did 
not  pafs  unmolefted,  and  the  fame  regard  in  holy-oxen  for  ties 
with  aminifler,  dill  operated  ;  it  was  teized  and  perfecuted  by 
thac  fame  epifcopal  interference.     This  bill  was  tp  have  b^en  dc- 
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fcated  by  petition  ;  §  the  petitioners  complain  of  this  biUin  tlic 
fame  unqualified  manner  as  in  tlie  inftance  of  barren  land ;  they 
are  to  be  ruined  by  the  extent  of  manufadture — petition  was  not  \ 
relied  on  ;  this  biH  was  alfo  to  have  been  defeated  by  amendmeiit ; 
that  amendment,  intended  by  way  of  preamble,  fet  forth,  that 
hemp  was  an  article  neceffary  for  the  navy  of  England}  to  which 
all  his  Majedy's  fubjcds  fhould  contribute — a  facility  this  in  a  re- 
verend quarter  to  grant  public  money  for  new  purpofes,  beyond 
the  bounds  of  duty.  This  preamble  contained  three  principles: 
hrft,  an  implied  proteft  againfl  the  principle  of  modus  in  favour 
of  Irifh  Aianufadlure.  Secondly,  an  exprefs  aflent  to  that  prin- 
ciple of  fupply  to  that  navy,  origmating  in  the  Lords,  in  breach 
of  the  privilege  of  the  Commons,  at  the  fuggeftion  of  the  fpiri- 
tual  Peers  ;  as  the  other  amendments  encroached  on  the  tempo- 
ral courts,  fo  this  encroached  on  the  Commona.^-7 — ^This  amend- 
ment being  moft  wifely  given  up,  becaufe  impracticable,  as  wdl 
as  moft  improper,  the  whole  repugnance  to  the  bill  ended  in  an 
idk  refolution,  declaring  **  that  a  domeftic  fupply  of  hemp 
may  greatly  contribute  to  the  maritime  protection  of  this  king- 
dom, an  obje6l  to  be  promoted  by  the  united  exertions  of  all  his 
Majefty's  fubjefts  ;  of  which  refolution  the  reverend  petitions 
have  the  moft  reafon  to  complain  ;  for  it  fays,  **  you  petitia 
againft  the  manufadluring  part  of  your  own  flock  ;  there  yon  ait 
perfectly  right,  and  we  are  with  you  ;  but  your  petition  goes  al- 
fo againft  the  intereft  of  the  navy  of  England  :  there  you  go  too 
far :  be  fides  this  is  a  queftion  of  Britifli  Government,  and  we  on 
this  point  not  only  leave  you,  but  we  proteft  againft  you,  and 
have  entered  on  the  ionrnals  our  refolution  accordingly." 

So  it  appears  as  the  bufinefs  was  mifmanaged  ;  but  thofe  who 
know  the  zeal  on  this  occafion  of  fome  of  the  right  reverend 
bench  muft  be  convinced  that  this  never  was  their  intention:  on 
the  contrary,  they  did  moft  entirely  approve  of  the  petitioners 
and  the  petition,  and  had  npt  perhaps  confined  their  conne6UoQ 

§  To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporali 
in  Parliament  aflembled. 

The  humble  Petition  of  feveral  of  the  Clergymen  of  th,e  Church 
of  Ireland,  on  behalf  of  themfelvcs  and  others  of  the  faid 
Clergy, 

Sheweth, 
That  your  petitioners  conceiving  that  themfelves  and  their 
brethren  may  be  materially  injured  by  a  bill  now  before  tbiS 
Hoiffe,  entitled  "  Au  Ad  for  the  better  afccrtaining  the 
•*  tithes  of  hemp,"  and  which  is  committed  for  Saturday  next, 
humbly  befeech  this  right  honourable  Houfe,  to  permit  them 
to  be  heard  by^counfel  againft  the  faid.  bill. 

And  petitioners  will  pray. 
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with  the  petition  to  the  cold  and  languid  office  of  mere  approba- 
tion. 

*The  next  refolutlon  relates  to  the  fuftenence  of  the  poor,  as 
the  two  others  relate  immediately  to  their  induftry  ;  it  is  propof- 
cd  to  put  the  poor  of  the  South  on  the  fame  footing  with  the 
poor  of  the  North,  Eaft,  and  Weft,  by  exempting  his  potatoe 
garden  from  tithe. — ^When  we  ftate  that  potatoes  arc  the  food  of 
thepopr,  we  underftate  their  importance^ — ^they  are  more,  they 
are  the  protection  of  the  rich  againft  a  poor  rate,  and  therefore . 
invaluable  to  you,  as  well  as  to  the  peafant. 

**  Refolved,  That  potatoes  are  the  principal  fiibfiftence  of  the 
poor  in  Ireland,  and  are,  in  a  great  part  of  the  kingdom,  moft 
fortunately  exempt  from  tithe. 

«*  Refolved,  That  it  would  nnich  contribute  to  relieve  the 
poor  of  the  South  of  this  kingdom,  if  the  benefit  of  faid  exemp- 
tion was  extended  to  them  ;  and  if  it  fliall  be  made  to  appear  that 
the  owners  of  tithe  (hall  fuffer  thereby,  this  Houfe  will  make 
them  juft  compenfation." 

,  In  three-fourths  of  this  kingdom  potatoes  pay  no  tithe,  in  the 
South  they  not  only  pay  but  pay  moft  heavily.  They  pay  fre- 
quently in  proportion  to  the  poverty  and  helpleffnef*  of  the  coun- 
tryman ;  for  in  the  South  it  is  the  practice  to  crouch  to  the  rich, 
and  to  encroach  upon  the  poor  ;  hence  perhaps  in  the  South  the 
mutability  of  the  common  people.  What  fo  galling,  what  fo  in- 
flammatory, as  the  comparative  view  of  the  condition  of  his  Ma-' 
jefty's  fubje£ls  in  one  part  of  the  kingdom  and  the  other ! — In  one 
part  their  fuftenance  is  free,  and  in  the  other  tithed  in  the  greateft 
degree ;  fo  that  a  grazier  coming  from  the  Weft  to  the  South  (hall 
inform  the  latter  that  with  him  neither  potatoes  nor  hay  are  tith- 
ed ;  and  a  weaver  coming  from  the  North  fhall  inform  the  South 
that  in  his  country  neither  potatoes  nor  flax  are  tithed  ;  and  thus 
are  men,  in  the  prefent  unequal  and  unjuft  ftate  of  things,  taught 
to  repine,  not  only  by  their  intercourfe  with  the  paftor,  but  with 
one  another. 

To  redrefs  this  requires  no  fpeculation — no  extraordinary  exer- 
cife  of  the  human:  faculties — no  long  fatiguing  procefs  of  reafon 
and  calculation,  but  merely  to  extend  to  the  poor  of  the  South, 
the  benefits  which  are  enjoyed  by  his  Majefty's  fubjefls  in  the 
other  parts  of  Ireland  ;  it  is  to  put  the  people  of  the  South  on  a 
level  with  their  fellow-creatures. — If  it  fhall  be  faid  that  fuch  an 
exemption  would  caufe  a  great  lofs  to  the  parfon — ^what  a  terrible 
difcovcry  does  that  objection  difclofe  !  that  the  clergy  of  the 
South  are  principally  fupported  by  the  poor,  by  thofe  whom  they 
ou^ht  as  moral  men  to  relieve,  and  Chriftian  men  fupport,  ac- 
cording ^o  the  ftridleft  difcipline  of  the  church. 

To  excite  a  certain  quartet*  to  this  principle,  perhaps  the  beft 
nsethod  would  be  the  ftimulation  of  example.— -I  (hall  accordingly 
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produce  two  examples,  one  example  drawn  from  the  country  fap- 
pofed  to  be  the  mok  bigoted  in  Europe,  and  the  other  from  that 
man  fuppofeci  to  be  the  moil  prone  to  clerical  avarice  and  ambi- 
tion.— The  firil  the  kingdom  of  Spain,  the  latter  is  tlie  Pope. 
In  1780,  Pope  Pius  the  6th  fends  a  brief  to  the  King  of  Spaia, 
enabling  him  to  difpofe  of  one  third  of  ecclefiaHical  eftates  and  be- 
nefices m  his  prefentation,  to  which  no  cure  of  fouls  was  annexed) 
in  charity  ;  and  further  fets  forth  in  his  brief  this  reafon^that  the 
relief  ana  fuccour  of  the  poor  was  particularly  incumbent  on  him. 
The  King  of  Spain  in  1783,  purfwant  to  this  brief,  publifhes  his 
cdidl,  reciting  the  brief,  and  appointing  a  commiffion  to  difpofe 
of  the  third  as  above  recited^  in  the  fupport  of  the  poor,  and  then 
he  fpccifies  the  obje6ls ;  endowments  of  all  kind  of  retreats  and 
receptacles  for  the  poor,  fuch  as  hofpitals  and  houfes  of  charity, 
foundations  for  orphans  and  foundlings: — The  better  to  enforce 
the  execution  of  the  firft  editt,  the  King  of  Spain  publifhes  ano- 
tlwrr,  commanding,  in  a  peremptory  manner,  the  execution  of 
the  firft,  and  he  adds  a  principle  infeparablc  from  the  claims  of 
tithe,  that  fuch  charitable  aids  peculiarly  belong  to  eccleliafUcal 
'  rents,  according  to  the  moil  found  and  conftant  difcipline  of  the 
church. 

Here  are  the  Sovereign  Pontiff  of  the  Catholic  faith,  and  the 
Catholic  King  of  Spain,  diftributing  one-third  of  a  part  of  the 
revenues  of  their  church  for  the  poor ;  and  here  are  fome  of  the 
enlightened  dodors  of  our  church  deprecating  fuch  a  principle, 
and  guarding  their  riches  againft  the  encroaching  of  Chriftian  cha- 
rity ;  I  l|opc  they  will  never  again  afford  us  fuch  an  opportunity 
of  comparing  them  with  the  Pope,  or  contrafting  them  with  the 
Apollles. — I  do  not  think  their  riches 'will  be  diminifhed ;  but  S 
they  were  to  be  fo— is  not  the  qucftion  dii-edyy  put  tto  them, 
which  will  they  prefer  ?  their  flock  or  their  riches  ?  for  which  did 
Chrift  die,  or  the  apoftles  fiiffer  martyrdom,  or  Paul  preach,  or 
Luther  proteft  ?  was  it  for  the  tithe  of  flax,  or  the  tithe  of  bar- 
ren land,  or  the  tithe  of  potatoes,  or  the  tithe  pro6lor,  or  the 
tithe  farmer,  or  the  tithe  pig  ? — Your  riches  are  fecure,  but  if 
they  were  impaired  by  your  adls  of  benevolence,  does  our  reli- 
gion depend  on  your  riches  ?  On  fuch  a  principle  your  Saviour 
ftiould  have  accepted  of  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth,  and  their 
glory,  and  have  capitulated  with  the  Devil  for  the  propagation  of 
the  faith.  Never  was  a  great  princlpk  rendered  prevalent  by 
power  or  riches — ^low  and  artificial  means  arc  reforted  to  for  the 
fulfilling  the  little  views  of  men,  their  love  of  power,  their  avarice, 
or  ambition ;  but  to  apply  to  the  great  defign  of  God  fuch 
wretched  auxiliaries,  is  to  torget  his  divinity,  and  to  deny  his 
omnipotence.  Whiit !  does  the  word  come  more  powerfully 
from  a  dignitary  In  purple  and  fine  linen,  than  it  came  from  the 
p'>or  apodle  witli  nothing  but  the  fplrit  of  the  Lord  on  his  lips, 
and  the  ^lory  of  God  Handing  on  his  right  hand  ?  What !  ray 
Lords,  not  cultivate  barren  laud;  not  encourage  the  manufac- 
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tares  of  your  country ;  not  idieve  the  poor  of  your  flock,  if  the 
church  18  to  be  at  any  cxpence  thereby — where  (hall  we  find  this 
principle?  not  in  the  Bible.  I  have  adverted  to  the  facred 
writings  without  criticifm  I  allow,  but  not  without  devotion — '• 
there  is  not  in  any  part  of  them  fuch  a  fentiment — not  in  the 
purity  of  Chrifty  nor  the  poverty  of  the  apofUes,  nor  the  pro- 
phecy pf  Ifaiahy  nor  the  patience  of  Job,  nor  the  harp  of  David, 
nor  the  wifdom  of  Solomon  ! — ^No,  my  Lords,  on  this  fubjedl 
your  Bible  is  againft  you — the  precepts  and  pradlice  of  the  pri- 
mitive church  againft  you — the  great  word  increafe  and  multiply 
—the  axiom  of  philofophy  that  nature  docs  nothing  in  vain — ithe 
produdive  principle  that  formed  the  fyftem,  and  defends  it  againd 
the  ambition  and  encroachments  of  its  own  elements ;  the  repro- 
du&ive  principle  which  continues  the  fyftem,  and  which  makes 
v^etation  fupport  life,  and  life  adminifter  back  again  to  vegeta- 
tion ;  taking  from  the  grave  its  (terile  quality,  and  making  death 
itielf  propagate  to  life  and  fucceffion — the  plenitude  of  things, 
and  the  majefly  of  nature  through  all  her  organs — manifeil  againil 
fuch  a  fentiment ;  this  blind  fatality  of  error,  which,  under  prc^^ 
tence  of  defending  the  wealth  of  the  prieflhood,  checks  the  growth 
of  mankind,  arrefts  his  indullry,  2^nd  makes  the  fterility  of  the 
planet  a  part  of  its  religion. 

As  I  have  propofed  three  meafures  for  the  benefit  of  the 
people,  I  fhall  nowr  fubmit  a  fourth  for  the  benefit  of  the  church  j 
it  is  a  refblution  which  is  as  follows : 

**  Refolded,  that  this  Houfe  will  be  ready  to  rcheve  the  owners 
of  tithe  from  the  necefiity  of  drawing  the  fame;  and  to  give 
faid  owQcrs  a  power  of  recovering  the  value  of  the  fame,  in  aR 
cafes,  by  civil  biH,  or  otherwise,  provided  faid  owners  of  tithe 
(hall  conform  to  cctUha  rateages  to  be  afcmaiced  by  a6t  of 
Pariiament."  ' 

The  refpfution  will  l^c  heft  exp^ined  by  a  bill  which  T  have 
drawn,  and  which  I  mean  to  propofe  hereafter — ^the  brief  of 
which  I  will  now  ftate  to  yoii.  The  bill  ena<^s  that  every  owner 
of  tithe  (hall  be  relieved  from  the  difficulty  of  drawing  the  fame, 
by  civil  bill,  for  any  fum  whatfoever ;  provided  faid  owner  of 
tithe  (hall  conform  to  certain  rateages  in  the  bill  fet  forth — thefe 
rateages  wiD  be  fuch  as  Parliament  (hall  think  proper,  different 
perhaps  according  to  the  different  provinces,  and  the  refult  of 
the  enquiry  of  provinces,  and  the  reiult  of  the  enquiry  of  pro- 
vincial committees. 

I  have  fet  forth  in  the  bill  for  Mun(ler>  fuch  a  rateage  as  was 
nearly  ftated  by  learned  authority  as  the  average  rateage  of  the. 
ricbeft  diocefe  therein ;  the  principal  articles  of  wliich  are, 

68.  Potatoes,  the  Irifh  acre.    I     58.  Meadow, 
68.  Wheat.  I     5s.  O^ts. 
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The  bill  ena£l8,  that  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  city  the  tithe 
of  meadow  (hall  be  increafed  ;  it  further  enadls,  that  the  owner 
of  tithe  (hall  have  a  power,  on  due  notice,  to  enta*  in  order  to 
furvey  ;.  it  enafts,  that  the  above  rateage?  (hall  be  eftimated  as 
worth  fo  many  (lone  of  bread  corn,  which  Is  every  feven  years  to 
be  valued  by  the  clerk  of  the  market,  who  ftrikes  the  averages 
for  the  kingdom  ;  that  feptennial  valuation  of  the  corn,  te  be 
the  feptennial  rateages  for  the  owner  of  tithe. 

The  bill  ena(Els  that  all  fmall  dues  fhall  ceafe,  and  that  inilead 
thereof.  In  parifhes  where  fn(iall  dues  fhall  have  been  paid  for 
thcit  laft  ten  years,  a  valuation  (liall  be  made  of  fuch  by  a  perfon 
appointed  in  veftry  ;  faid  valuation  to  be  levied  not  off  the  poor, 
nor  the  particular  individual,  but  generally  after  the  manner  of 
baronial  chaig  ?a ;  my  Idea  and  fixed  intention  being  to  relieve  th(l 
poor  of  the  South  from  the  tithe  of  potatoes,  and  the  North 
from  fmall  dues — an  endeavour  which  however  oppofed,  will  By 
perfeverance  fucceed — it  is  rational,  it  is  jull. — ^l^hc  bill  containi 
a  provifo  which  faves  and  confirms,  all  kind  of  modufles  or  ex- 
emption ;  fo  that  what  has  not  hitherto  paid,  /hall  not  pay  now— ■ 
thus  potatoes  and  other  articles,  where  they  have  ,not  ufually 
paid;  fhall  not  become  titheable.  • 

The  next  refolution  is  to  compel  refidence:  His  i(lrange  that 
fuch  a  refolution  fliould  ever  have  become  neceffary. 

"  Refolvcd,  That  the  better  to  fecure  the  refideiice  of  the 
clergy,  a  moderate  .tax  on  non-refidents  would  be  expedient." 

In  the  long  contefl  of  the  clergy  on  the  fubjeft  of  tlihc,  I 
do  not  find  that  refidence  has  been  much  infifled  on,  as  ufeful  to 
the  Proteftant  intereft,  though  tithe  has  been  thought  indifpen- 
fabk.  Provided,  tithe  fhdl  be  paid,  it  fcefns  wbftt  is  done  for  the 
tithe,  the  preaching  and  the  praying,  Is  not  material  in  the  opini- 
on of  the  grave  and  reverend  perfonages — the  army  do  not  ad  by 
proxy^the  commifiioners,  the  judges  do  not  ad  by  deputation. 
I  have  never  heated  of  virtual  redemption,  ialvat ion  by  remote 
and  magnetical  operation — refidence  Is  required  by  canon,  com- 
mon, and  flatute  law  ;  by  the  canon  law  a  parfon  who  left  hfs 
living  without  leave  was  deprived — -by  the  conimon  Ikw  it  appears 
refidence  was  neceffary,  for  when  an  adion  was  brought  againfl 
the  redor  of  B.  he  pleaded  that  he  was  commOrant  in  D. — the 
plea  was  overruled,  becaufe  he  had  not  denied  himfelf  to  be  rec- 
tor of  B.  and  his  parifh  determined  his  locality  neceflary  by  fcvc- 
ral  ftatutes.  Thje  ads  of  Henry  VIII.  after  40:  days  non-refi-  ^ 
dence  impofes  a  fine  ;  the  ^d  of  Edward  VL  after  80  days  ab- 
fence,  di fables  the  parfon  from  recovering  on  hk  own  leafes — 
the  ad  of  Henry  VI.  fubjeds  a  parfon  who  leaves  the  country  to 
the  forfeiture  of  his  annOal  Income — ^but  though  the  law  were 
filent,  decency  on  this  occafion  Is  loud :  what  a  cafi:  and  com- 
plexion are  thrown  on  this  queflion  and  thofe  wbo'fb'ftrenuoufly 
infift  on  the  law  for  tithe,  and  fo  commonly  tranfgrefs  the  body 
of  law  that  xequircs  them  to  attend  to  the  duties  of  religion !  In 
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England  refidence  is  better  obferved  and  enforced;  the  pra6licc 
of  England  has  fliewn  a  greater  regard  both  for  hufbandry  and 
prayer  ;  and  yet  in  England  refidence  Is  not  more  neccffary,  bc- 
cauie  our  lower  people  want  more  inftruAion^and  our  country  can 
lefs  afford  any^  addition  to  the  abfentee  drain,  to  which  an  ab« 
fentee  tithe,  and  abfentee  gofpel  affi  fad  aggravations! — Talk 
not  of  a  wgnt  of  glebe  houfe,  or  even  of  churches:  has  the 
prefbyter  a  glebe  houfe  ?  has  the  pri-eft  a  glebe  houfe  ?  does  the 
Jatter  preach  the  errors  of  the  church  of  Rome  from  a  ftraw-built 
hovel,  and  do  our  clergy  to  preach  the  truth  of  the  Proteftant 
religion  require  a  manfion  ? — ^liad  the  firft  fruits  been  by  the  richer 
parts  of  their  own  order,  and  particularly  the  Bifhops,  faithfully 
and  juftly  valued  a(jd  applied  to  the  building  of  churches,  and 
the  incr^afe  of  poor  livings,  the  advocates  for  non-refidence  would 
iwant  their  voluptuous  apology. — But  it  has  happened  that  the 
firft  fruits,  by  a  remote  and  antiquated  valuation,  are  rendered  of 
nd  account — they  do  not^by  that  valuation,  which  was  made  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  VIJL  produce  more  than  430I.  at  this  day 
the  bifhppricks  alone  amount  to  near  70,oool.  a  yeiCr,  the  firft 
fruit  of  which,  without  going  farther,  would  be  a  great  fusid  for 
"buildlng  of  churches  and  glebe -houfes,  and  increaling  poor  liv- 
ings. You  (ee  that  in  fafi  the  firft  fruits  are  now  a  moft  mife- 
rable  modus;  and  it  is  very  remarkable,  that  the  very  men  who 
objed  to  any  modus,  however  rational,  in  favour  of  the  maiiu- 
fad^urer,  have  themfelves  fet ,  up  a  modus  agai nft  the  church-^ 
a  modus  the  moft  irrational  arid  illiberal,  againft  the  poor  of  their 
own  order,  and  the  houfe  of  their  own  God  !  "  We  cannot  re- 
**  fide,  becaufe  we  have  neither  houfe  nor  church  ;"  that  is, 
tlie  richer  part  of  your  order  have  t^kpn  to  themfelves  the  funds 
of  the  church,  and  now  you  have  no  place  to  pray  in. 

But  though  I  would  compel  refidence,  I  would  compel  it  by 
a.  moderate  procefs  ;  a  moderate  tax  to  commence  after  abfence 
for  a  cei'tain  time,  I  would  not  leav£  the  difpehfing  with  re- 
fidence to  the  bifhop,  becaufe  I  would  not  put  into  his  hands  the 
talents  and  fuffrages  of  the  parochial  dergy-— I  would  not  enable 
him  to  fay.  Sir,  you  have  written  too  fredjr  on  conftitntional 
fubje£ls,  you  muft  fefide ;  or.  Sir,  you  hav^  voted  for  the  po- 
pular candidate,  and  muft  refide. — I  wouldnot  make  refidence  an  , 
inftrument  of  undue  influence,  nor  would  I  wifh  .to  make  the 
parochial  clergy  mean  and  fubferviehFto  their  biftiop.— I  would 
compel  refidence  by  a  tax,  and  .that  ftiouid  be  moderate,  with 
certain  allowances)  my  principle  >vith  refpe,6l:  to  the  refidence  of 
the  minifter  being  this,  his  parifti  ought  to'  be  his  home,  but  not 
to  be  his  prifon;  , ., 

I  have  fubmitt^d  the  refolutions---  I  ^ean  to  put  the  Houfe 
in  poffeflion  of  them-— all  I  defire  is  that  tliey  mav  have  a  fair  ex- 
amination— of  Government  all  I  afk  is  impartiality — all  I  depre- 
cate is  predetermination— I  do  not  defire  that  they  fhould  affent 
to  either  my  fads' or  prihciplesj  but!  'defi.rc  a  fair  trial  for  both. 
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—I  defire moreover,  that  in  holding  their  deliberation  they  nfty 
not  take  into  their  cabinet  the  enemy— if  thefe  principles  are 
£alfe,  they  wiU  die  of  themfelves,  without  the  interpofition  of 
Government ;  if  right^  they  will  at  lail  prevail,  and  then  Go- 
vernment would  be  obliged  to  retraft  a  refiftance  precipitately 
made.-^As  to  the  fouthem  peafantry,  all  I  a/k  on  their  part  i| 
Peace.  If  the  White -Boys  break  out  again,  I  give  up  thit 
buiinefs.^— I  will  be  the  firft  to  fupport  ftrong  meaiures  of  cocr- 
cton.-1-^The  gentlemen  of  the  South  fhould  inform  them,  that  if 
they  had  originally  reprefcnted  the  opprcffions  they  fuffer  under 
tithe  by  humble  petition  to  Parliament,  they  muft  have  been  re- 
drefTed ;  the  parfon  and  the  tithe  fa'rmer  would  not  have 
chofen  to  have  defended,  or  to  continue  demands  publicly  ftig- 
Aatifed  for  extortion  and  avarice.  In  a  free  country,  the  mere 
promulgation  of  ii^ury,  is  the  certainty  of  redrefs  ;  but  thofe 
defperate  wretches  had  not  the  courage  to  apply  to  the  Legifla- 
ture,  and  had  the  defpair  to  apply  to  outrage  ;  the  confequencc 
was,  as  always  mufl  be,  they  configned  their  bodies  to  the  hang- 
man, and  left  to  their  families  a  continuation  of  the  grievance^ 
and  involved  in  their  difgrace  a  great  part  of  the  peafantry  wtA 
were  equally  oppreffed,  and  entirely  innocent. — The  truth  it^ 
the  tithe  farmer  had  no  cafe  but  the  White-Boy,  they  ;bOth  ftoo8 
on  the  crimes  of  the  other,  and  murder  was  a  greater  offence  than 
extortion. 

With  refpef^  to  a  right  reverend  bench,  I  mean  a  pait  of  that 
bench,  all  I  aAc  is  Temper. — I  ftated  feveral  allegations — I  am 
ready  to  prove  them. — I  ftated  that  in  fom6  parts  of  the  Sbuth 
the  demands  of  tithe  had  exceeded  the  boutids  of  law  ;  1  repeat 
the  allegation,  I  ftated  that  the  pro6kor  had  in  many  places  de- 
manded and  received  a  certain  per  centage  called  prodorage 
againft  law  and  charity  ;  I  repeat  that  allegatioh.  I  ftated  that 
in  parts  of  the  South  certain  minifters  or  their  profiors  had  beeli 
guilty  of  exaf^ions  which  were  unconfcionable,  and  I  ftated  alfd 
that  they  had  recently  and  greatly  and  uhconfciondbly  encre^fed 
their  rateages  ;  I  repeat  that  allegation.  I  ftated  that  the  tithe 
farmers  did  very  generally  in  the  parts  difturbedopprefs  the  com-' 
mon  people,  and  had  exceeded  their  legal  powers,  or  had  molt 
grofsly  abufed  them :  thefe  allegations  I  repeat  now — and  att 
ready  to  go  into  proofs,  whenever  gentlemen  chufe  to- give  m^ 
fuch  an  opportunity. 

I  am  not  reiponfible  for  the  precife  quantity  of  every  return 
ftated  to  me.— ——Some  of  the  ftatements  are  official,  and  cannot 
be  difputed,  and  are  enormous  ;  others  come  'from  the  oppreffed, 
and  may  be  fanguine  ;  I  am  not  refponfiUe  for  the  precife  qtm- 
titics  in  fuch  a  cafe ;  but  I  am  refponfible  for  this  aOegatlony 
that  there  exifts  great  oppreffion—- 1  repeat  it  again,  there  odft* 
great  oppreifion. 

As  to  the  refolutions  which  I  now  fubmit,  and  which  nttt 
feffioB  I  ftiall  move,  the  right  rcycrend  quarter  will  confidor  thai 
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fbmc  of  flicfe  propofitions  are  in  their  principles  already  the  lawr 
of  England.  With  what  juftice  can  they  attempt  to  deprive 
Ireland  of  the  benefit  oiffuchlaws?  Irdand,  a  country  requir- 
ing fo  much  more  encouragement,  and  paying  abundantly  more 
to  the  church. — A  celebrated  Bilhop  in  England  has  calculated 
that  the  income  of  the  church  in  England,  including  all  biiliop* 
ricks,  and  even  the  eftates  of  the  univerfities,  would,  if  diftributed, 
amount  to  150I.  for  each  clergyman. — A  learned  Bi(hop  in  Ire- 
land has  calculated,  that  excluding  bifhopricks  and  univerfities, 
the  income  of  the  church  in  Ii*eland  would  amount  to  148L  for 
leach  clergyman. — ^Thus,  by  this  calculation,  excluding  their 
great  riches,  I  mean  the  bifhopricks,  the  tninifters  of  the  Pro- 
teftant  church  of  Ireland  have  within  2I.  as  much  as  in  England ; 
jftnd,  including  bifhopricks,  muft  have  beyond  all  comparifon 
more  than  in  England,  while  the  extent  of  the  cures  is  incompa- 
rably lefs,  even  fuppdfing  our  clergy  were  all  to  refide,  and  while 
this  kingdom  has  two  other  orders  of  priefthood  to  fupport, — 
Such  of  our  biftiops  who  come  from  another  country,  and  have 
intercepted  the  views  of  fome  of  the  younger  branches  of  our  beft 
families  here  will  naturally  wifh  to  make  fome  compenfation.— . 
The  laws  of  the  country  to  which  they  owe  their  birth,  they  1 
fuppofe  will  not  objcd  to  communigate  to  this  country  to  which 
they  owe  their  fituation. 

Some  of  the  refolutions  are  not  only  founded  on  principles  of 
iufbandry,  biit  maxims  of  Chriftianity  5  thefe  1  hope  will  not 
meet  with  inveterate  oppofition  from  any  of  the  right  reverend 
"bench  : — thofe  of  theih  the  moft  adverfe  and  inveterate  will  fof- 
ten  when  they  confider  the  Chriftianity  of  clothing  the  naked, 
and  feeding  the  hungry,  or  rather  indeed  of  fuffering  the  naked 
and  the  hungry  to  leed  and  clothe  themfelves^  by  encouraging 
their  tnanufaAure — giving  certain  privileges  to  their  infant  la- 
bours, and  by  leaving  in  their  principal  food  the  poor  utiopprcff- 
cd  by  avarice  and  exadion  Under  any  pretence  whatfoever. 
However,  if  this  fhall  not  be  the  cafe— if  thefe  found  doArine* 
and  thefe  charitable  principles  are  received  by  fome  of  a  certain 
quarter  with  hardnefs  of  heart,'  and  their  author  with  clerical 
fcurrility,  I  Cannot  help  it,  I  fhall  perfift  notwithftanding,  mak- 
ing my  folemn  appeal  againft  fuch  men  to  their  own  gofpel ; 
which  as  it  is  the  foundation  of  their  power,  fo  muft  it  be  the 
limits  of  pur  veneration. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche<^7ER  faid,  though  he 
would  not  agree  to  have  the  queftion  put  on  the  refolutions,  yet 
he  hoped  it  vvouW  not  be  fuppofed  that  he  differed  with  the  rights 
honourable  gentleman  on  the'  principles — that  the  improvement 
of  land  ought  to  be  encouraged — that  manufaAures  ought  to  be. 
encoirraged,  and  that  the  poor  ought  to  be  relieved — he  fully  ac- 
ceded to  thefe  principles,  and  he  bore  teftimony  to  the  good  in- 
tentioDs  of  the- right  honourable  gentlematiy  and  alfo  offered  his 
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tribute  of  praife  to  thofe  abilities  which  h^d  made  •  every  vcah  of 
every  defcription,  and  of  all  religions,  fubfervient  to  bis  argu-  . 
ment  ;  but  where  even  thofe  abilities  had  not  attempted  to  offer 
any  fettled  plan,  and  where  any  alteration  was  to  affed  a  body  of 
men  fo  intimately  linked  with  the  ftatc  as  the  clergy  of  Ireland 
were,  he  thought  it  would  be  madnefs  to  run  hailily  into  a  decla- 
ration. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman,  he  faid,  looked  only  for  de- 
liberation— required  but  a  fair  hearing ;  that  being  his  objeft,  it 
would  mod  certainly  be  attained,  for  his  opinions  were  heldin  fuch 
high  eftimation  ;  that  they  would  find  their  way  into  every  part 
of  the  kingdom  long  before  the  next  feflion  ;  there  was  there- 
fore no  iieceflity  to  enter  them  on  the  journals  of  Parliament.— 
From  the  condu^  of  gentlemen  in  another  place,  he  was  not, 
he  faid,  furprifed  at  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  ^6ling  as 
he  did,  that  condudl  he  could  not  approve,  and  though  he  now 
wifhedto  get  rid  of  thefubjeA  for  the  prefent,  and  did  not  think 
it  convenient  to  put  the  refolutions  on  the  journals,  yet  he  hoped 
in  moving  the  queftion  of  adjournment,  he  would.not  be  thought 
to  dilTent  from  the  p<-inciples  advanced  by  the  right  honounifc 
gentleman,  .       •        ;    .  ,   .  , 

Mr.  Browyje  (of  the  College)  declared  that  he  could  not  ac- 
cede to  Mr.  Grattan's  refolution  relative  to  barren  lands,  becaufc 
it  was  unneceiTary,  and  becaufe  it  implied  a  cenfure  upon  the  op' 
pofers  of  a  late  bill,  as  if  they  had  oppofed  the  improvement  of 
the  country.  The  clergy  never  did  oppofe  the  principle  of  that 
bill,  although  they  might  with  very  great  reafon  have  complain- 
ed, that  they  alone  were  to  pay  for  the  improvement  of  the  coun- 
try, while  the  landlord  did  not  offer  to  remit  one  farthing  of  his 
j-ent,  upon  thefe  improved  or  reclaimed  lands.  However,  they 
did  not  objeft  to  this  burden,  although  fo  evidently  unfair. — All 
they  defircd'was,  that  the  bill  (hould  be  modified  in. the  fame  man- 
ner with  the  Englifti  a£l,  made  for  the  very  lame  purpofe.  The 
word  barren  was  a  vague  word,  leaving  room  for  infinite  difputc. 
Afly  land  which  had  not  been  cultivated  might,  by  different  tricks 
and  arts  be  conftrued  to  be  barren,  and  therefore  the  Englifh  le- 
giflature  had  limited  it  by  adding,  which  had  not  paid  tithe,  by 
reafon  of  its  barrennefe.  The  Englifh  Icgiflature  alfo  faw,  that 
without  fome  reiiridtion,  this  law  would  enable  any  perfon,  bare* 
ly  by  pleading  that  his  land  was  barren,  to  get  a  prohibition, 
ahdoii^l  the  EcckfiaOical  CowVt  of  il«  jurifdiftion,  in  all  tithe'* 
fuits  ;  and  therefore  they  obliged  afiy  fuch  perfon,  moving  for  a 
prohibition,  {on  the  fuggeftiob  of  his  land  being  barren)  to  prove 
his  fuggeftion  within  fix  months,  under  the  pain  of  double  cofti 
— The  late  bill  had  been  brought  in,  without  either  of  tbefe  li- 
mitations*  One  of  the  ableft  counfel  in  the  kingdom  had  given 
his  opinion,  that  it  would  ruirithe  Church. — A  venerable  prelate, 
lo  whofe  watchful  guardianrnip  the:  Church  vi^as  exceedingly  ii> 
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debted>  had  introduce^  iri  the  c^tr  Houfe,  two  claafet,  literally 
copied  from  the  £ngli(h  a6^,  to  remedy  thefe  iDConvem'enqies* 
The  fifft  was  adopted  in  the  lower  Hbufe.  The  bill  was  totally, 
but  unaccountably  reje6kcd,  on  account  of  the  fecond.  This- 
•was  the  true  (late  of  the  cafe,  and  yet.a  great  deal  of  idle  ca- 
lumny had  t>e€n  thrown  upon  the  oppugners  of  that  bill,  as  ene- 
mies to  the  improvement  of  the  country.  How  could  any  per-' 
fon  wifli  to  prevent  improvement  I  How  could  it  be  for  his  in-* 
tereft  ?  It  was  abfurd  to  fuppofe  it.  The  petitioners  againft  the 
bill  were  moft  refpedlable  and  fenfible  men,  and  never  would  have 
oppofed  the  bill  unlefs  they  had  thought  it  inlidious. 

As  to  the  land  improved  being  fubjedi  to  tithe,  after  feven  . 
years,  he  faid,  in  all  probability  the  plan  would  be,  at  the  expi^ 
ration  of  that  term,  to  defert  that  ground,  as  being  tlien  totally 
exhaufted,  and  to  break  up  new ;  a  cuilom  very  frequent  in  Iriih 
farming.  ....'. 

It  had  been  faid  J.here  w^a)  an  Irifli  aft,  5th  of  George  IL 
exempting  certain  produce  of  barren  lands  from  tithe,  without 

'  any  of  the  reftridlions  in  the  Englifti  aft  ;  but  it  muft  be  noticed, 
that  that  aA  extended  only  to  hemp,  flax  and  rape,  and  therefore 
little  Inference  could  be  drawn,  from  fo  narrow  a  bill,  to  one  of 
fuch  a  very  extenfive  nature  as  the  bill  alluded  to. 

He  faid  he  laughed  at  that  provifion  of  the  bill,  that  the  lands 

;    fliould   not  be   exetnpt  from    tithe,  if  they   had-  ever  paid  it 

'  before.  The  proof  of  this  was  to  lie  upon  the  parfon.  Hoir 
could  he  prove  it,  when  die  lands  had  lain  fallow  any  number  of 

f  years,  and  when  every  pcrfon  m  the  parifli  was  intereftedto  keep 
evidence  from  him  ? 

*     The  Secretary  of  St  ate  faid  he  agreed  with  the  right 

I    hon.  mover  of  the  refolutions  as  to  feveral  points,  but  he  did  not 

I    think  it  neceffary  to  put  them  on  the  Journals,  as  the  Houfe,  by 

palling  the  till  fot-  barren  lands,  had  declared  a  much  ftronga: 

i    approbation  than  refolutions  could  do.     He  had  been,  and  wa* 

^    ilill  of  opinion,  that  that  bill  vvas  highly  ufcful  to  the  clergy  at 

I.  well  as  the  laity  ;' and  he  thought  the  plergy  had  taken  a  falfe 

alarm ;  but  he  was,  however,  ready  to  excufe  them,  when  he  con- 

I    iidered  how   much  they  had  fuffer^d^from  oppreffioin*     He  felt 

.that  they  muft  be  timid,  and  (ubje^  to  alarm  at  any  innovation,; 

yet  they  Ihouldhave  had  more  reliance  upon  that  Houfe,  that  had 

fo  often  and  fo  effeftually  interfered  pn  their  behalf.     As  to  the 

alarm  that  law-fuits  would  fpring  up  from  the  bill,  there  was  no 

manner  of  ground. for  it.    .Barren  lands  had  been  fo  compleatly 

defined  by  the  decifions  of  the  Englifh  courts,  that  no  poffibility 

of  doubt  remained,  yet  the  amendments,   though  unneceffary, 

did  not  to  him  appear  injurious.     As  to  the  modus  of  flax  he  was 

not  perfeftly  decided  ;  but  he  inclined  to  agree  .  with  the  right 

hon.  gentleman ;  and  he  was'of  opinion,  that   it  would  much 

tend  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  people,  if  they  faw  that  while  Par- 
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liament  was  protc6^in^  the  ckig|r»  ^^Y  ^^c  alfo  {Niying  fooe 
regard  to  thekity.  He  did  not»  however^  agree  as  to  the  afier- 
tion,  that  a  great  part  of  the  kingdom  was  exempted  from  titHe 
of  potatoes.  He  thought  the  whole,  of  right,  equally  liable  to 
that  tithe,  though  by  violence  the  clergy  had  in  fome  places  been 
deprived  of  their  right;  and  he  was  convinced,  that  were  tithe 
to  be  taken  off  the  potatoe  lands  of  Munfter,  the  poor  would  not 
be  one  whit  benefited  thereby,  as  the  land-jobbers  w«uld  raife  tlie 
lands  in  proportion.  Nay  more,  as  had  beenproved-^whena 
rumour  was  fpread  that  tithe  of  potatoes  were  aboliihed,  the  job- 
bers raifed  the  lands  a  guinea  per  acre. 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  faid,  there  was  oppreflion;  he 
agreed  there  was,  but  it  was  the  clergy  that  had  fufferddit  He 
concluded  with  faying,  that  he  was  an  «nemy  to  all  geoeral  refo* 
lutions ;  the  reiblution  concerning  agiftment  fhould  be  a  waro^ 
ing  to  the  Houiie  how  it  entered  hailily  into  them> 

Mr.  Mason  (aid  he  rofe  to  off(pr  a  word  in  defence  of  thtt 
province  to  which  he  belonged — ^the  province  ©f  Connaoght 
The  right  hon.  the  Secretary  of  State  had  faid,  that  thed^f 
had  a  right  to  tithe  potatoes  throughout  the  whole  kingdoO|iwt 
that  they  had  in  (bme  places,  by  violence,  been  deprived  of  to 
right.  The  £a.€t  was  otherwife — no  man  had  ever  paid,  nor  hid 
any  man  ever  demanded  tithe  of  potatoes  in  the  province  of  Coo" 
naught. 

Sir  Lucius  O'Briem  faid  he  relied  upon'  the  example  of  the 
wifefl  ftatesin  Europe.     France  had  remitted  the  revenues  pa^ 
able  to  the  Crown  for  twenty  years  after  any  wade  or  uncultivat*^ 
cd  lands  fhould  l)e  improved,  and  the  ^clergy  of  .that  kingdom  W| 
gcneroufly  followed  the  eauimple  of  the  King,  and  remitted  titi*  ^ 
under  the  fame  circumftance,  and  for  the  iame  fpacc.    Thitt  ^ 
-J^pedy  would  be  an  incitement  to  the  clergy  «Qf  IrcJland. 


Tuesday,  Atril  15,  1788. 

The  Sechetary  of  State  prefented  to  tlie  Houfci  «■ 
cording  io  order,  a  bill  toe^lain  and  amend  an  a^,  eimdedaa 
aft  for  eftablifliing  a  compleat  fchool  of  phyfid  m  ^his  kmgdoflir. 
for  far  as  relates  to  clinical  Icftures  j  which  was  received  and  renl 
the  firft  time. 

A  petition  of  the  high  (herifF  and  grand  jury  of  the  coonff 
of  Dublin,  at  Eafter  Term,  1788,  was  prefented  to  the  Hook 
and  read  ;  fetting  forth*  that  the  drinking  of  Ipirituous  Kqw"' 
in  this  kingdom,  and  particularly  in  its  metropolis,  has  aiifefi 
among  the  lower  ranks  of  people  to  a  very  alarming  d^ee;  that 
it  has  occafioncd  the  lojfsof  the  health  andUvcs  of  gre^t  nuBil0l 
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of  his  Maiefty's  fubjeAs  ;  that  it  has  prerentied  the  induftiy,  de« 
bauched  the  morals  of  the  people,  and  hurried  them  into  the 
moil  (hocking  excefles  of  vice  and  riot ;  that  the  petitioners  hear, 
with  great  pleafure,  that  his  Excellency  the  Chief  Governor  has 
declared  his  readinefs  to  contribute  to  the  fuppreffion  of  this 
pra6tice,  which  is  the  fource  of  almoft  every  public  evil ;  and 
therefore  praying  the  Houfe  to  take  the  premifes  into  confidera- 
tion^  and  apply  fuch  remedy  as  it  fhall  judge  proper. 


Friday,  April  18,  1788. 

Mr.  CuRRAN  informed  the  Houfe  that  at  the  laft  affizes  of 
the  county  of  Cork,  a  very  great  number  of  perfons  had  been 
taken  upon  the  mpft  groundlefs  and  frivolous  pretence,  fome  for 
dormant  crimes,  others  for  offences  long  paft,  and  many  for  no 
offences  at  all,  as  appeared  either  by  there  not  being  any  com- 
plaint or  bill  of  indidment  preferred  againft  them,  or  where  bills 
had  been  preferred,  by  their  being  in  many  inflances  ignored  by 
the  grand  jtuy.  This  grievance,  he  underftood,  arofc  from  the 
edablifhment  of  the  police  in  that  county^;  they,  he  was  in- 
formed, took  up  many  pebple  merely  for  the  fake  of  the  condu6t 
money^  In  order  therefore  that  Parliament  might  have  this  mat- 
ter fairly  before  them  at  the  beginning  of  the  next  ieffion,  he 
would  move  a  refolution  to  the  following  effeft:  «  Refolved, 
that  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  for  the  county  of  Cork,  do  on  the 
firft  day  of  the  next  feffion  return  to  this  Houfe  an  account  of 
all  perfons  imprtfoned  in  that  county  from  the  firft  of  May, 
1787,  to  the  firft  of  May,  1788,  together  with  an  account  of 
the  crimes  charged  againft  them,  alfo  what  number  of  indidl- 
ments  were  prefrrred,  fpecifying  fuch  as  were  found  and  fuch  as 
were  ignored." — Ordered  accordingly. 

After  fome  obfervations  on  the  very  great  importance  of  the 
office  of  Mafter  of  the  Rolls^  lately  vacant  by  the  death  of  Mr» 
Rigby,  he  isid  he  was  happy  in  thinking  that  the  prefent  Go* 
vernment  a6ted  upon  fuch  liberal  punciples,  and  had  fo  much  at 
heart  the  good  of  the  country,  that  if  Parliament  did  its  duty 
in  pointing  out  the  neceffity  of  filling  that  office  with  an  efficient 
man.  Government  would  no  donbt  coincide  ;  he  would  therefore 
move  an  addrefs  to  his  Majelly,  in  which  he  ftated,  that  the  fit- 
tings of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  were  much  protraAed,  and  many 
inconveniencies  had  arifen  from  the  want  of  an  efficient  Mafter  of 
the  Rolls,  and  prayed  that  the  prefent  vacancy  might  be  filled 
with  a  perfon  competent  to  difcharge  the  duties  of  that  office. 

The  Solicitor  General  faid  he  could  not  agree  to  the 
motion  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  as  It  would  feem  to  imply 
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a.  cenfure  on  the  Lord  Chancellor.  He  could  not  fee  how  the 
public  was  injured  by  the  long  fitting  of  the  Court  of  Chancery ; 
the  lawyers  might  fufFer  fome  inconvenience,  and  flie  judge  un- 
dergo uncommon  fatigue,  but  the  public  fuftained  no  manner  of 
injury  whatever  ;  befides,  it  was  not  by  any  means  certain  that 
fhould  the  vacancy  be  filled  agreeable  to  the  wifli  <^  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  a  Mafter  of  the  Rolls  in  Ireland  could  aft  In  aid 
of  the  Lotd  Chancellor,  as  in  England,  without  a  fpecial  aft  of 
Parliament  to  enable  him  fo  to  do  ;  the  addrcfs  was  therefore  nfe- 
lefs  until  fuch  an  aft  (hould  pafs ;  whenever  that  happened,  it 
would  be  the  was  going  to  fay)  the  duty  of  the  Crown  to  ap- 
point the  efficient  perfon. 

While  the  Solicitor  was  fpeaking,  a  meffage  from  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  was  announced. 

The  following  meflage  was  received  from  his  Excellency  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  by  the  Qentleman  Ufhcr  of  the  Black  Rod  : 

«  Mr.  Speal-ery 

"  It  IS  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant's  pleafure  that  tWi 
"  Houfe  do  attend  him  immediately  in  the  Houfc  of  Peers." 

The  Speaker,  with  the  Houfe,  went  up  to  .attend  his  Excel- 
lency ;  and  being  returned,  the  Speaker  reported  that  the  Houfe 
had  attended  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  the  Houfc 
of  Peers,  where  his  Excellency  was  pleafed  to  give  the  royal 
affent  to  the  folIowTng  bills  \ 

PUBLIC      BILLS. 

1 .  An  aft  for  repealing  an  aft  made  in  the  thirty-third  year  of 
the  reign  of  King  Henry  the  Eighth,  entitled  an  aft  for  the 
tleftion  of  the  Lord  Juftice ;  and  alfo  for  the  cleftion  of  a  Lord 
Juftice  and  Governor  of  this  realm,  upon  the  event  and  in  the 
manner  therein  mentioned. 

2.  An  aft  for  more  effeftually  preventing  firaudsr  againft  his 
Majefty's  revenue,  and  for  continuing  and  amending  the  feveral 
afts  of  Parliament  therein  mentioned. 

3.  An  aft  to  enable  the  Lord  Lieutenant  or  other  Chief  Go- 
vernor or  Governors  of  this  kingdom  to  appoint  comraiffioners 
for  enquiring  into  the  feveral  funds  and  revenues  granted  by  public 
or  private  donations  for  the  purpofes  of  education  in  this  king- 
dom, and  into  the  ftateand  condition  of  all  fchools  in  this  king- 
dom on  public  or  charitable  foundations,  and  of  the  funds  appro^ 
priated  for  the  maintenance  and  fupport  thereof,  and  for  the  other 
purpofes  therein  mentioned. 

4.  An  aft  for  continuing  the  afts  relative  to  bankrupts,  and 
for.  rcvivmg,  continuing  and  amending  certain  temporary  (latutes. 

5.  An  aft  for  the  further  amendment  of  the  law  relative  to  the 
rcgiftering  of  freeholder*. 
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6.  An  aft  to  repeal  an  aft  paffed  in  the  twenty-eighth  year  of 
the  reign  of  King  Henry  the  Eighth,  entitled  an  aft  of  appeals; 
and  to  enable  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  Keeper,  or  Lords  Com- 

.  tniflioners  for  the  cuftody  of  the  Great  Seal  of  this  kingdom,  for 
the  time  being,  to  iffue  commiffions  of  appeal  from  the  courts  of 
the  archbiihops  within  the  fame. 

7.  An  aft  for  the  amendment  of  the  law  in  certain  particulars 
therein  mentioned. 

S.  An  aft  for  rendering  more  effeftual  an  aft  paffed  in  the 
twenty-fixth  yoar  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty  King  George 
the  Third,  entitled  an  aft  for  the  better  execution  of  the  law 
within  the  city  of  Dublin  and  certain  parts  adjacent  thereto,  and 
for  qi^ieting  and  protefting  poffeffions  within  this  kingdom^  for 
the  more  expeditious  tran^Jortation  of  felons,  for  reviving,  con- 
tinuing and  amending  certain  ftatutes  therein  mentioned,  and  for 
repealing  an  aft  paffed  in  the  feventeenth  and  eighteenth  yearsof 
the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  entitled  an  aft  for  improving  the 
police  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  and  for  other  purpofes. 

9.  An  aft  to  explain,  amend  and  render  more  effeftual  an  aft 
paffed  in  the  twenty-fixth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty 

.  King  George  the  Third,  entitled  an  aft  to  eftablifh  the  bufinefs 
of  a  pawnbroker,  and  to  authorize  fuch  perfons  as  ftTall  be  dqly 
qualified  to  carry  on  th;e  fame  to  lend  money  on  pawns  or  pledges, 
and  to  receive  intereft  at  a  higher  rate  than  heretofore  was  reco- 
verable by  law. . 

10.  An  aft  for  better  fupplying  the  city  of  Dublin  with  water, 
and  for  extending  the  powers  of  grand  juries  with  refpeft  to  the 
roads  lying  within  the  county  of  the  faid  city. 

\i.  An  aft  to  amend  an  aft  paffed  in  the  laft  feffion  of  Parlia- 
ment for  improving  and  repairing  the  turnpike  road  from  Dublin 
to  punleer. 

12.  An  aft  for  the  relief  of  infolvent  debtors  with  refpeft  to 
the  imprifonment  of  their  perfons. 

13.  An  aft  to  explain  and  amend  an  aft  made  in  the  fifth  and 
fixth  years  of  his  prefent  Majefty  George  the  Third,  entitled  an 
aft  for  the  encouraging  the  cultivation  and  for  the  better  preferva- 
tion  of  trees,  flirubs,  plants  and  roots. 

14.  An  aft  for  the  better  fecuring  of  purchafers  of  lands  un- 
der decrees  in  cours  of  equity. 

15.  An  aft  to  amend  an  aft  paffed  in  the  laft  feffion  of  Parlia- 
ment, entitled  an  aft  for  regulating  the  baking  trade. 

16.  An  aft  for  the  better  prefervation  of  fheep,  and  the  more 
fpeedy  deteftion  of  ftieep-ftealers. 

1 7.  An  aft  to  explain  and  amend  the  laws  relative  to  the  fifh- 
eries  on  the  coafts  of  this  kingdom. 

18.  An  aft  for  the  better  afcertaining  the' tithe  of  hemp. 

19.  An  aft  for  the  relief  of  perfons  who  have  omitted  to  qua- 
lify themfelves  according  to  law. 
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20.  An  a6l  for  the  further  payment  of  the  debts  of  the  late 
corporation  for  promoting  inland  navigations  in  Ireland,  by  reci 
tifyiflg  an  omiiEon  in  the  fchedulc  annexed  to  the  a£t  of  lall  fcffi- 
on,  entitled/an  adi  for  the  directing  the  application  of  the  funds 
granted  by  Parh'ament  for  promoting  and  carrying  on  inland 
navigation  in  this  kingdom,  and  for  the  purpofes  therein  men- 
tioned. 

2 1.  An  aft  to  explain  and  amend  an  a6l  pafled  in  the  twenty- 
feventh  year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  MajeHy,  entitled  aa  aft 
for  improving  and  repairing  the  turnpike  road  leading  from  the 
city  of  Dublin  to  Kilaillen-bridge  in  the  county  of  Kildarc,  and 
to  the  twenty-one  mile  ftone  weilward  of  the  faid  bridge. 

22.  An  aft:  for  making  a  navigable  canal  from  the  town  of 
Malahide,  in  the  county  of  Dublin,  to  the  river  of  FieHftowa, 
in  the  faid  county. 

23.  An' aft  for  extending  to  the  roads  leading  to  Dublin 
through  Raheny  and  Clontarf  the  provitions  of  an  aft  paSedio 
the  twenty-fixth  year  of  his  Majefty's  reign,  entitled  an  ad  for 
making,  widening  and  repairing  the  road  leading  from  Dublin  to 
Malahide,  and  for  erefting  turnpike  gates,  and  receiving  tolk 
thereout  in  aid  of  the  barony  prefcntments,  and  for  appointilf 
tniftees  for  cariTing  the  faid  purpofes  into  executioi^  and  alfofr 
continuing  the  (aid  aft. 

PRIVATE    BILLS. 

1.  An  aft  for  fale  of  part  of  the  fettled  eftate  of  the  right 
honourable  Denis  Daly,  Efq;  for  the  payment  of  certain  incum- 
brances afFcfting  the  fame,  and  for  other  purpofe's  therein  Men* 
tioned. 

2.  An  aft  for  veiling  the  feveral  towns,  lands,  tenements  and 
hereditaments  in  the  counties  of  Galvvay,  Mayo  and  Rofcommon, 
end  county  of  the  town  of  Galway,  the  ellates  of  "Robert  and 
Richard  Martin,  of  Dangan,  Jn  the  county  of  the  town  of  Gal- 
way, Efqrs.  in  Sir  Michael  Cromie,  "Bart,  and  Francis  Vefef, 
Efq;  truUecs,  to  raife  a  fum  6f  money  fufficient  to  pay  oiT  the 
debts  and  incumbrances  therein  mentioned, 

3.  An  aft  for  veiling  certain  callles,  towns,  lands,  tenements 
and  hereditaments,  lituate  in  the  Counties  of  Galway,  Rofcom- 
mpn,  and  county  of  the  town  of  Galway^  the  eftateS  df  James 
Skerret,  of  Drumgrillin,  in  the  county  of  Galway,  Elq;  io 
truilees,  that  the  fame  or  a  competent  part  thereof  may  be  fbld 
or  mortgaged  for  the  payment  of  debts  and  incumbrances  affeft* 
log  the  fame. 

4.  j\u  aft  for  veiling  in  truftees  certain  real  freehold  and  leafe* 
holvl  liuidji  fituate  in  the  counties  of  Galway  and  Rofcommon, the 
e'ilates  and  property  of  Michael  Burke,  of  Bally dugan,  in  the 
county  of  Galway,  Efq;  in  order  to  be  fold  or  mortgaged  for  the 
payment  of  debts,  charges  and  incumbrances  affefting  the  famei 
and  for  other  pui-pofes. 


Digitized  by  VjQOQlC 


1788.]  DEBATES.  46J 

5.  An  z&  for  explaining  and  anaending  an  ad  of  Parliament 
made  in  the  twenty-firft  year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majeily 
King  George  the  Third,  entitled  an  a6k  for  the  (ale  of  a  compe* 
tent  part  of  the  fettled  cftate  of  Arthur  Cooper,  Efq;  Sarah 
Cooper,  otherwife  Carleton,  and  William  Henry  Cooper,  Efq; 
for  the  payment  of  debts  and  other  incumbrances  affeAing  the 
fame,  and  for  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned. 

And  then  his  Excellency  was  [leafed  to  make  a  fpeech  to  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament,  which  is  as  follows : 

**  My  Lords'  and  Gentlemen^ 
**  The  very  conllant  and  zealous  attention  which  you  have 
given  to  the  difpatch  of  public  bufinefs,  enables  me  at  this  early 
period  of  the  year  to  dole  the  feffion  of  Parliament ;  and  I  feel 
the  highcft  gratification  in  exprefling  to  you  his  Majefty's  entire 
fatisfadlion  m  the  temper  and  wifdom  which  have  uniformly  dif- 
tioguifhed  your  deliberations. 

**  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons^ 
**  I  am  commanded  by  his  Majefty,  particularly  to  thank  ypu 
for  the  warm  attention  which  you  have  (hewn  to  the  honour  and 
intereft  of  his  crown,  and  for  the  liberality  with  which  you  have 
provided  for  the  feveral  branches  of  the  public  fervice. 

**  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

**  Noobjed^  is  nearer  to  his  Majefty*s  heart  than  the  profperity 
of  his  faithful  fubje£b  of  Ireland.  And  I  relief^  with  pleafure, 
•  that  your  example  and  influence  in  your  feveral  counties,  cannot 
fail  to  advance  that  profperity,  by  encouraging  habits  of  induftry 
i^  the  people,  and  impreiUng  upon  tHeir  minds  a  due  refped  for 
the  laws.  I  am  happy  that  the  national  tranquility  and  fecurity, 
enable  you  to  attend  to  thofe  important  objeds  witH  peculiar  ad- 
vantage. ' 

"  I  truft  It  is  unneceflary  to  repeat  any  acknowledgments  for 
the  confidence  which  you  have  fo  kindly  repofed  in  me,  and  to 
affure  you,  that  the  livelieil  emotions  of  gratitude  and  afiedion 
"veill  excite  my  utmoft  exertions  for  the  welfare  and  happinefs  of 
this  kingdom." 

And  then  the  Lord  Chancellor  declared,  that  it  was  his  Ex- 
cellency the  Lord  Lieutenant's  pleafure,  that  this  Parlia- 
ment be  prorogued  to  Tuefday  the  17th  day  of  June 
next ;  and  the  Parliament  was  accordingly  prorogued  tQ 
Tuefday  the  jytb  day  of  June  next. 

Vox,,  VIIL  H  b 


Digitized 


by  Google 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


^mmmmm 


1     N      D      E      X 


TO     THE 


EIGHTH    VOLUME 


O  F    T  H  E 


COMMONS    DEBATES. 


A 


DDRESS  of  the  Houfe,  to  his  Majefty,  lo. 
•  to  the  L«rd  Lieutenant,  14. 


Alexander,  Mr.  271,  297,  301, 

Answer  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  the  addref^of  the  Houfe,  17. 
^ ' •  his  Majefty,  to  the  addrefs  of  the  Houfe,  90. 

Annesley,  Mr,  fajsthit  much  mifchief  may  cnfue  from  the 
Belfaft  Bank  iifuing  guinea  notes,  10.— Qppofes  the  Dunleer 
turnpike  bill>  41 1,  414. 

Attorney  General,  anfwers  Mr.  Parfons,  7,  9.— Informs 
the  Houfe  when  the  Lord  Lieutenant  will  receive  the  addrefs  of 
the  Houfe,  16.— ^Says  he  believes  combinations  exift  againft  the 
clergy,  67. — Oppoles  Mr.  Gratcan's  motion  on  the  fubjeftof 
tithes,  192, — bays  that  the  difturbances  in  the  South  arofe  from 
an  election  party,  and  not  from  the  collection  of  tithes,  234. — 

•   Jiis  fpeech  on  the  petition  of  the  city  of  Dublin  againft  the 

police-bill,  249. — His  fpeeches  on  the  compenfation-bill,.268» 

^-Is  againft  including  Derry  in  the  tobacco-bill,  272. — Speech 

pa  ihe  Cav*n  clcClion,  303.— Oppofes  the  bill  for  reducing  the 
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intereft  of  money,  ^12. — Prefents  a  bill  to  enable  (be  Lord 
Chancellor,  &c»  to  iflue  commiflions  of  appeal,  &c.  3S2.r— r 
Oppofes  the  bill  for  afcertaining  the  tithe  of  rape^  389. 

B 

Be'respord,  Mr.  concurs  in  the  idea  of  lowering  the  duty  on 
the  import  of  tobacco,  18.. — Is  for  giving  the  bounty  for  en- 
couraging the  linen  manufa6ture  to  all  the  provinces,  equally^ 
189,  241. —  Prefentsa  bill  for  widening  and  repairing  the  road 
from  Dublin  to  Malahide,  237. — Is  againft  bearing  counfelon 
the  police-bill,  250.— His  (peeches  on  the  tobacco  bill,  272, 
301. 

Beresford,  Mr.  Marcus,  prefents  a  bill  for  the  better  execu^ 
tion  of  the  laws,  &c.  19a. — States  the  new  regulations  coq^r 
gained  in  the  police-bill,  250. — Remarks  on  the  evidence  pro- 
duced againft  the  police-bill,  338. 

Bill,  for  granting  to  his  Majefty  additional  duty  pn  wines,  &c. 

preiented,  1425  receives  the  royal  a  (Ten  t,  417. 
For  granting  to  his  Majefty  thefeveral  taxes  therein  menti- 
oned, preiented,  142;  receives  the  royal  aflent,  417, 
For  granting  to  hjs  IVfajefty  a  duty  on  malt,  prefented,  1421 

receives  the  royal  affeiit,  4f  7. 
For  granting  certain  aids  therein  mentioned,  prefented,  142  j 

receives  the  royal  afTen^  417. 
For  granting  to  his  Majefty  certain  duties  and  rates  on  ik 

conveyance  of  letters,  prefented,  142  ;  receives  the  royal 

aiflent,  417. 
For  regulating  the  fugar  trade,  prefented,  143  ;  receives  the 

royal  afTcnt,  417. 
For  better  fecuring.  purchafers  under  decrees  in  courts  of 

equity,  prefented,  149  j  receives  thfe  royal  afTent,  463. 
To  promote  the  linen  and  hempen  manufactures,  prefented, 

150  ;  receives  the  royal  aflent,  418. 
For  the  advancement  of  trade,  prefented,  150  %  receives  the 

royal  aflent,  418. 
For  granting  to  his  Majefty  certain  duties,  to   be  levied  by 

the  commiftioners  of  ftaraps,   prefented,  150;  receives 

the  royal  alfent,  417. 
For  granting  certain  duties  on  carriages,  prefented  155  f  re- 
ceives the  foyal  aftent,  418. 
For  licendng  hawkers  and  pedlers,  prefented,  155  ;  receives 

the  royal  aifent,  418. 
For  granting  certain  duties  upon  licenfes,  prefented,  15$; 

receive^  the  royal  aflcnr,  418, 
For  facilitating  the  trade  between  this  kingdom  and  AmW? 

ca;  prefented  168;  receives  the  royal  alfent,  418. 
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UitLi  for  granting  certain  duties  to  be  paid  to  the  trudees  of  tb^t 
Royal  Exchange,  prefented,  i68  ;  receives  the  royal  af- 
fent,  418. 

For  granting  the  fum  of  4000I.  to  the  Truftees  of  the  Li- 
nen Manufa^ure,  prefented,  16B  ;  receives  the  royal  af^ 
fent,  416. 

For  granting  the  fum.of  6000I.  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  and 
Chief  Judges^  prefented  168  j  receives  the  royal  affent, 

418- 

For  eftabliihing  a  Poft-office,  prefentec(,  182  ;  receives  the 
royal  alTent,  418. 

For  granting  to  his  Majefty  the  feveral  duties  therein  men- 
tioned, prefented,  184. 

For  the  better  execution  of  the  laws,  prefented,  1905  re- 

,  ceives  the  royal  aifent,  413. 

For  widening  tind  repairing  the  road  from  Dublin  to  MaU*- 
hide,  prefen(edf  237. 

For  reducfng  the  intereft  of  money,  prefen(fed,  23!5f. 

For  the  amendment  of  the  law  in  certain  particular^,  pre- 
fented, 263  I  receives  the  royal  aifent,  463. 

For  punifhing  mutiny  and  defertion,  prefented,  264  $  re- 
ceivers the  royal  aflent,' 4 18. 

For  prohibiting  under- fteriffs  from  officiating  for  more  than 
one  year,  prefented,  301. 

For  regulating  the  pipe-water  of  thie  city  of  DuUin,  pre- 
fented, 349)  recefvesthe  royal  aiTent,  463. 

For  ufmg  court-houfes,  &c.  prefented,  349  j  receives  the 
royal  a(rent,*426. 

To  difable  any  perfon  from  fitting  or  voting  in  the  Houfe' 
of  Commons,  who  holds  a  penfion;  &c.  prefented^  35  3* 

To  empower  juftices  at  quarter  feffions  to  determine  in  a 
fummary  way,  prefented,  374. 

For  preventing  frauds  in  manufacturing  cordage,  prefented, 

374- 

Forafcertaining  the  titlieof  flax  and  hemp,  prefented,  .374. . 

Foreredting  turnpikes  on  the  roads  leading  to  the  city  of 
Dublin,- ptefented,  375.- 

For  the  relief  of  perfons  who  have  omitted  to  qualify,  pre- 
fented, 381  ;  receives  the  royal  aifent,  463. 

For  the  prefervation  of  (beep,  prefented,  381  j  recfeives  the 
royal  aifent,  465.'  , 

To  enable  the  Lord  Chancellor,  &c.  to  iflue  cortftiiffions  of 
appeal  from  the  court  of  the  arch  bilhops,  prefeiited,  382. 

For  amending  feveral  laws  relative  to  theregiftering  of  free- 
holders, prefented,  382  ?  receives  the  royal  aifent,  463. 

For  more  effedually  preventing  frauds  againft  his.  Majefty  V 
revenue,  prellnttd,  382  }  receives  the  royal  affenr,  462- 

{"or  encouraging  the  cultivation  and  prefervation  of  trees,? 
pi^efented,  384  j  receives  the  royal  aflent,  462, 
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Bi  LL>  fot  ttt€t\ng  turnpikes,  &c.  on  the  road  leading  to  Dublifl^ 
through  Rabeny  and  Clontarf,  presented,  3S2. 
For  the  better  afcertaining  the  tithe  of  rape,  prefented,  383. 
To  encourage  the  improvement  of  barren   land,  prefented. 

To  regulate  the  admiffion  qf'  freemen^  prefented,  383. 
For  better  afcertaining  the  tithe  of  flax  in  the  province  of 
Munfter,  prefented,  383  ;  receives  the  ro^al  aflent,  46^ 
For  continuing  the  a6ts  relative  to  bankrupts*    prefented, 

393- 

To  enforce  the  laws  in  prifons,  prefented,  393. 

For  improving  and  repairing  the  turnpike  road  from  Dublin 
to  Dunleer,  prefented,  393 ;  receives  {he  royal  aflent^ 
463. 

For  better  fupplying  the  city  of  DdbKn  with  water,  pre- 
fented, 394  ;  receives  the  royal  slifeftt,  463. 

To  amend  an  a6l  for  eftabliftiing  the  bufincls  of  a  pawnbrok- 
er, prefented,  395  ;  receives  the  royal  affent,  ^63. 

For  the  further  payment  of  the  debts  of  the  late  corporalioo 
for  promoting  inland  navigation,  prefented,  396)  receives 
the  royal  aifent,  464.  ^ 

for  regulating  the  baking  trade,  prefented, .  397  :  receivej 
the  royaj  affent.  463. 

To  enforce  the  payment  of  intereft  on  private  loans,  p^^ 
fented,  397. 

To  amend  an  aft  entitled,  an  adl  to  prohibit  the  ufe  of  lime 
in  bleaching*  &c.  prefented,  407^ 

To  explain  and  amend  an  ad  for  improving- the  turnpike 
road  from  Dublin  to  Kilcullen-bridge,  prefented,  409. 

To  encreaie  the  falary  of  county  treafurers,  prefented,  4^$• 

To  amend  the-laws  for  the  relief  of  prifoncrs,  &c.  prefent- 
ed, 416. 

Blaqui^re,  Sir  John,  is  againft  the  bill  fot  reducing  the  in* 
.    tereft  of  money,  240,  279. 

Bolton,  Mr.  prefents  a  bill  to  regulate  the  admifHon  of  free- 
.   mtnf  383» — Preifencs  a  bill  for  regulating  the  baking  trade,  397. 

Boyd,  Mr.  273, 

Brown E»  Honourable  Dbnnis,  fupports  the  motion  foranad- 
drefsto  his  Majefty,  7. — Takes  notice  of  a  fpeech  made  b/ 
Mr.  Forbes  on  a  penfjon  held  by  a  friend  of  his,  73. 

Br  OWN  LOW,  Mr.  his  fpeech  on  the  motion  for  an  addrefs  to  h\i 
Majefty,  7. — Oppofes  the  motion  for  dividing  the  money  for 
promoting  the  linen  .manufacture,  186,  243. — Is  in  favQWofw 
enquiry  into  the  colledtion  of  tithes^  193, 
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Srowne»  Mr.  (of  tht  College)  oppofes  Mr.  Grattan  on  the  futi" 
je6t'  of  tithes^  233. — Hii  fpeech  on  tht  bill  for  making  compen- 
fation  to  the  clergy  for  tithes  withheld  from  them,  257. — MoVesr 
for  an  account  of  the  names  and  number  of  perfons  indidted  a^ 

-7^^  the  feveral  commiffions  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  for  two  ye^rs, 
264. — Complains  of  the  alteration  made  in  the  gallery  of  the 
Houfe,  351. — Supports  the  bill  to  prevent  meibbera  of  parlia* 
nient  from  holding peniions,  369. — Oppofes  Mr.  Gtattan^s  refo^ 
lutions  on  thefubje^t  of  barren  lands  and  tithes,  458. 

ifeiLOOKE,  Mr.  191. 

.1^17  R  «|i,  Mr.  (of  Oldtown)  defiresi  an  ex{)lanation  of  forte  charges 
in  the  public  accounts,  .22,  27.— Wiflies  to  know  when  the  bill 
for  the  reduction  of  intereft  of  money  will  be  introduced,  161; 

y 

'Burgh,  Mr.  (Accountant-General)  oppofes  ihe  refolutions  for. 
exempting  tW  lower  order  of  the  people  from  the  payment  of 
hearth-money,  403. — Supports  the  refolutions  for  forming  rule* 
and  regulations,  421. 

BvsHE,  Mr.  his  fpeech  oh  the  fubjeft  of  the  Irifh  lotteries,  164; 
— States  that  no  difturbances  at  prefent  exift  in  the  county  of 
Kilkenny,  253. — Supports  the  bill  for  reducing  the  intereft  of 
money,  289. — Is  againft  taking  off  the  payment  of  hearth-mo- 
ney, 399.  / 


Cavendish,'  SirriENRY,  6m>ofes  the  building  a  new Houfe of 
Induftryi  31. — States  the  difference  between  Englifti  and  Irifh 
taxes,  79.-^MeBtions  his  intention  of  fubraitting  10  the  Houfe 
the  reduftion  of  the  intereft  of  money,  145. — Supports  the  bill 
fbr  the  redudioh  of  intereft,  28Q. — Prefents  a  bill  to  enforce  the 
payment  of  intereft  on  private  loans,  397. 

jCavan  clediion,  proceedings  on,  182,  302,  376. 

Chancellor  of  the  Exche^er,  anfwers  Mr.  Parfons,; 
and  ftates  the  national  ex  pence,  7,  9,  13. — Moves  for  leav.e  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  the  encouragement  of  feamen,  1 8. — Oppofes 
granting  money  to  the  Governors  of  the  Lying ^n  Hofpital,  25. 

—Moves  that  no  money  be  granted;  &c.  31. — Replies  to  Mr. 
Forbes  on  the  fiJtbjeQ:  of  government  expences,  69. — Anfwers 
on  the  fabjed  of  public  expence,*  and  moves  an  amendment  to 
Mr.  Corry's  refoltuion,  75,  77. — Moves  feveral  refolutions  on 
the  ftate  of  the  nation,  and  explains  a  regulation  of  the  numbes 
and  pay  of  the  afmy,  82,  83. — Mentions  the  good  effcfta  pro- 
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Sliced  by  giving  bounties^  and  the  advantages  the  natroftf  h^ 
derived  from  lotteries,  87. — Moves  that  a  duty  of  66,  be  laid 
on  all  veflels  entering  the  port  of  Newry,  J95. — Frefents  bilis 
for  granting  to  his  Majefty  feveral  duties  therein  mentioned,  142, 
— Says  government  ibid  the  lotteries  to  the  beft  advantage,. 
144. — Frefents  feveral  bilk  for  granting  duties  to  his  Majefty, 
150,  155,  1 68,  1 84.  — Declares  the  terms  on  which  the  lotteries 
■were  negotiated  were  the  moft  advantageous,  153.— Anfwers 
Mr.  Parfons's  fpeech  on  the  loan-bill,  160.— Supports  the  pro- 
priety of  laying  a  duty  on  the  importation  of  foreign  herrings^ 
167. — His   fpeech   on  lowering  the  intereft  of  money,  237. 

— ^Frefents  a  bill  for  reducing  the  intereft  on  money,.  239. 

Supports  the  propriety  of  palling  the  bill,  275,  294,  328.— 
Oppofes  the  addrefs  to  hvs  Majelly  for  reducvng  thepenfion  lift, 
366, — Frefents  a  bill  for  eredling  turnpikes  on  the  roads  ta 
Clontarf  and  Raheny,  382. — Supports  the  refolution  for  form- 
ing rules  and  regulation;;,  420. 

Clements,  Mr.  284,  299,  307. 

Co  NOLLY,  Mr.  regrets  the  death  of  the  Dulce  of  Rutland,  8. — 
Speech  on  the  regulation  of  the  army,  85. — Supports'  the  bill 
for  preventing. members  of  parliament  from  holding  penfions, 
354. — Wi(hes  to  relieve  the  lower  order  of  people  from  the  pay- 
ment of  hearth-money,  397,  400. 

Ct/RRY,  Mr.  laments  the  death  of  the  0uke  of  Rutfand,  and  re- 
quefts  Mr.  Faribns  to  withdraw  his  amendment,  9. — Mentions 
the  nectffity  for  reducing  the  duties  on  the  import  of  tobacco, 
18. — Moves  that  the  proper  officers  do  lay  before  t?he  Houfe  Ic^ 
veral  accounts,  19.-^ Takes  notice  of  fums  paid  to  Colonel 
V^lancey,  and  the  Duke  of  Rutland,  21,  22. — Vindicates  the 
condu6t  of  Mr.  Forbes,  74. — Remarks  on  public  expences  and 
feveral*  fums  granted  by  government,  74,  75.— Moves  that  the 
expences  of  the  nation  have  exceeded  her  revenues  1 8o,oool.  77, 
— His  fpeech  on  the  regulation  of  the  army,  86. — Is  againft 
equally  dividing  the  bovincies  for  encouraging  the  Irnen  manir* 
fadure,  245>  247- 

CoLvi  L  VE.  Mr.  oppofes  the  bill  for  reducwg.the  intereft  of  rto- 
ney,  29^1,  325. — Frefents  a  bill  for  the  further  payment  of  the 

.  debts  of  the  late  corporation  for  promoting  inland  navigation,, 
39^. — Is  for  poftponing  the  confideraiion  of  refolutions  for 
forming  rules  and  regulations,  423. 

CooTE,-  Mr.  284. 

Compensation  bill,  debates  on,  264, 

Croft  ON,  Sir  Edward,  347,  414. 
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CuFrF,  Mr.  anfwers  Mr.=  Burgh,  zj, — Anfwers  Mr.  Porbes,  80. 
'  — Oppofes  ihe  bill  for  erefting  curnpikes,  270. 

Cu  R  R  A  N,  Mr.  is  for  a  reform  in  the  collection  of  tithes,  236. — 
Objefts  to  a  claufe  in  the  conipenfation-bi}!,  264. — Oppofei 
the  bill  for  creQing  turnpikes,  270. — His  fpeech  on  the  tobacco 
bill,  273. — Supports  the  bill  for  preventing  members  of  parjia* 
ment  from  holding  peniions,  366. — Prefers  a  CGfmplaint  agatnft 
Mr.  Chatterton,  437,  439. 

CuNi^iNGHAM,  General,  299. 


Daly,  Mr.  Dennis,  376. 

Dblvin,  Lord,  moves  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  2.— Report* 
the  addrefs  b  his  Maje%,  la. 


FiTZHERiET,  Mr.  takes  the  oaths  and  his  feat,  16. — ^^Requefts 
Mr.  Burgh  to  withdraw  his  motion,  27. — Aflures  the  Houfe 
that  no  further  augmentation  of  the  army  is  intended,  86. — In- 
forms the  Houfe  of  his  Mijefty's  anfwer  to  the  addrefs  of  the 
Houfe,  89. — Infifts  that  government  fold  the  lotteries  in  the  beft 
manner,  164. — Supports  the  bill  for  making  compenfation  to 
the  clergy  for  tithes  withheld  from  them,  261. — Is  againft  th« 
bill  for  preventing  members  of  parliament  from  holding  pend- 
ens, 354. 

Flood,  Sir  Fred er  icx,  oppofes  a  bill  for  the  ereftion  of  turn- 
pike gates,  269,  333,  375. — Is  againft  reducing  the  intereft  of 
money,  290* 

Forbes,  Mr.  requefts  to  be  informed  if  an  addition  of  2000I.  has. 
been  lately  made  to  the  peniion  lift,  67. — Expreiles  his  difa- 
tisfadlion  at  ih€  anfwer  he  receives,  and  adverts  to  the  practice 
of  providing  country  houfes  for  the  fervants  of  the  crown,  68. 
— Calls  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  a  falary  of  900I.  per  ann. 
granted  to  the  clerk  of  the  hanaper,  69. — Objects  to  a  penfion 
.of  loool.  granted  to  Mr.  Browne,  70  i  and  of  one  of  640I.  to 
Mr.  Higginbottom,  and  three  penfions  granted  to  Mr.  Afbworth, 
71. — His  fpeech  on  the  bill  for  reducing  the  intereft  of  money, 
310. — Remarks  on  .theexpence  of  the  police  eftablifliment, 
339. — Prefents  a  bill  to  dilable  any  perfon  from  fitting  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  who  has  any  penfion,  &c.  353  ;  ftates  the 
neceftity  for  palling  the  bill,  and  moves  an  addrefs  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  356.— Supports  the  refolutions  for  cj^empting  the  poor 
from  payment  of  hearth-money,  404. 

Foster,  Mr.  John  William,  393. — Explains  the  Dunleer 
turnpike^bill,  413* 


Digitized 


by-Google 


t       N       0       E       X. 


Gardiner,  Mr.  defends  the  tOnduft  of  tKe  goverofs  of  tfce 
Houfc  of  Indufby,  87.-^ Moves  for  the  receipt  of  thecomroif-* 
fioners  of  polke  fince  their  inftitutioii,  25 1 . — Prefents  a  bill  fof 
€iie^ing  turnpikes  on  the  avenues  leading  to  the  city  of  Dublin^ 
375.—  Supports  a  claufe  for  encreafing  the  falary  of  the  gaoler 
of  the  county  of  Dublin,  407. 

Gr  ATT  AN,  Mr*  gives  notice  of  his  intention  to  enter  on  ihefub- 
jc6t  of  tithes,  65.— His  fpeech  00  ihe  regulation  of  thearraj, 
84. — His  fpeeches  on  the  fubjed  of  tithes,  191,  193.— His 
fpeeches  on  the  bill  for  making  compenfation  to  the  cletgy  for 
tithes  withheld  from  them,  254,  265. — Oppofes  iie  police-bill, 
340. — Prefents  a  bill  for  afcertaining  the  tithe  of  rape  5  a  bill 
to  encourage  the  improvement  of  barren^land  1  and  a  bill  for 
afcertaining  the  tithe  of  flax  in  the  province  of  Murifter,  3831— 
Urges  the  neceffity  for  paffing  the  bills,  390. — Is  for  exempting 
the  poor  from  the  payment  of  hearth-money,  405. — ObjcQsto 
feveral  charges  in  the  accounts  of  tlie  commririoners  of  police, 
444. — Offers  feveral  refolutions,  on  the  fubjedt  of  tithes,  445* 

GaiFFiTH,  Mr.  290,  347,  348,  352,  393,  420,  425. 

H 

Hamilton,  Mr.  S a ckvill^,  his  fpeech  in  favour  of  the  cofii* 
penfation-bili,  256.  ^ 

Hartstongf,  Sir  Henry,  approves  theaddrefs  to  his  Maje(ly» 
6. — Moves  for  a  committee  qf  courts  of  juflice,  427.— Hit 
fpeeches  on  the  fubjeCl  of  an  enquiry  into  the  condudl  of  Baron 
Hamilton,  428,  431* — Moves  that  Mr*  Sleater,  printer  of  tht 
Dublin  Chronicle,  be  ordered  to  attend  the  Houle,  441. 

Ha:rtley,  Mr*  his  fpeech  on  the  bill  for  reducing  the  intereftof 
money,  290. — States  theexperices  of  the  police  eftablifcmenf, 
336.— Prdenrs  a  bill  for  better  fupplying  the  city  of  Dublin 
with  water,  394. 

Hatton,  Mr.  22*  » 

Hayes,  Mr.  takes  notice  of  the  high  prfce  of  wool,  and  moves 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  prefer vation  of  (heep,  18.— 
Remarks  on  theexpence  incun;ed  by  building  the  new  courts  of 
juftice,  64.— -Hia  fpeech  on  the  compenfation-bill,  262.— Pre- 
fents a  bill  for  the  preiervation  of  (beep,  381. — Prelents  a  bill 
for  the  cultivation  and  preiervation  of  trees,  384. 

Hardy,  Mr.  approves  the  idea  of  rewarding  faithful  and  deferv* 
ing  lervanis  of  the  crown,  but  is  againft  their  receiving  p^^" 
fions,  70. 
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HfcADPORD,  Lord,  moves  an  addrefs  to  the  L<^d  Lieutenatit,  io« 
— Reports  the  addrefs,  14. 

Hearth-money,  debate  on,  397. 
*      ■  ^  '        ' '  ^ 

Hewi  T  Ty  Serjeant,  prefents  a  bill  for  continuing  the  laws  rsla* 
tive  to  bankrupts,  393. 

Ho  L  ME  s,  Mr.  points  out  the  hardlhips  of  confined  debtors,  1 50* 
— Prefents  a  bill  to  eftablifli  the  bufinefs  of  a  pawnbroker,  394» 

Hirt*  CHINS  ON,  Sir  Francis,  fupports  the  petition  of  the  go- 
vernors of  the  Houfe  of  Induftry,  51, — D i fa p proves  of  the  bar- 
gain made  by  government  for  two  lotteries,  143.— Obferves  on 
the  impolicy  of  the  terms  of  the  loan,  1 52. — Is  againft  divi<iing 
lottery  tickets  into  fmall  (hares,  154. — Oppofes  the  bill  for  the 
redudion  of  the  inrereft  of  money,  324.— ^Makes  obfervationa 
on  the  accounts  of  the  commiffioners  of  police,  443. 

I  - 

Im!»rbst  Accounts,  report  of  the  commiffioners  of,  prefent- 
ed,  47- 

Interest  of  Money,  debates  on  lowering  the,  237,  275, 
3°7>344- 

JocEL  Y  N,  Lord,  prefents  the  lift  of  penlions,  32. 

K 
Kearney,  Mr.  329. 

KiNGsBoaouGH,  Lord,  is  fcr  an  enquiry  into  the  exa6lions  of 
tithes,   192.  ^ 

L 

Lawless,  Sir  Nicholas,  fupports  the  bill  for  reducing  the  in- 
tereft  of  money,  297. 

Langrishb,  Sir  Hercules,  is  againft  any  encroachment  on 
the  fum  allowed  for  the  payment  of  the  corn  bounties,  41  j. 

LoRDLiEUTENANT,hi8  fpeeches  to  both  Houfes of  Parliameflt, 
I,  466. — His  anfwef  to  the  addrefs  of  the  Houfe,  17, — Gives 
the  royal  alfent  to  feveral  aCrls,  417,  426,  462. — Prorogues  the 

mr  parliament,   466. 

LoFTus,  Mr*  prefents  the  report  of  the  commiffioners  of  impref^ 
accounts,  47. 

M 

Mason,  Mr.  reports  from  the  committee  of  fupply,  90,  96,  i  »6, 
J46,  154,  162,184V — Is  againft  hearing  counlU  on  the  police- 
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hilt,  249.-^Oppofes  the  bill  for  reducing  the  intereft  of  mo^ 
ney,  284. — Is  againft  the  bill  for  preventing  members  of  parlia- 
ment from  holding  penfions,  364. — Frefents  a  bill  for  prevenl- 
ing  frauds  in  his  Majefly^s  revenue,  38^. 

Maxwell^  Mr.  feconds  the  mption  for  an  addfefs'  to  the  Lord 
Lieut  enanty  10. 

Messages  from  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  the  Houfe^^  i^  417^  4261 
462. 

Mollys Eux»  Mr.  3(49^ 

Moor  £»  Mr.  moves  a  refolution  refpe6ting  members  taken  intv 
the  cuftody  of  the  Serjeant  at  Arms,  181. 

N 

Newenham,  Sir  Edward',  his  fpeech  in  favour  of  theinhai1)i- 
tants  of  the  barony  of  Donore,  169.— Is  againft  curapike8,274. 
--■Oppolesthe  police-bill,  348. 

O 

O^Brien,  Sir  Lucius,  275,  344^  346,  581,428. 

Ogle,  Mr.  oppofes  the  bfll  for  erefting  turnpike  gates,  270,  574^ 

0*Neill,  Mf.4o». 

0*Ne  I L  L,  Mr.  Charles,  prefents  a  bill  for  the  ameadment  of 
the  law  in  certain  particulars,  263;. 


Packlenham,  Captain,  feconds  the  motion  for  an  addrefs  to  h\t 
Majefty,  4. 

Parsons,  Mr.  oppofes  the  addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  j,  6- — Moves 
an  amendment  to  the  addrefs,  8. — Oppofes  the  addrefs  ind 
moves  ^  fecond  amendment,  13. — Compares  the  taxes  of  Eng- 
land, France  and  Ireland^  78.- — His  fpeech  on  the  loan-bill, 
ic6,  163. — Is  againft  making  any  alteration  in  the  colIe^i<» 
01  tithes,  234. 

Petition  of  the  high-(heri{F,  &c.  &c.  of  the  county  of  Kil- 
kenny, 16,  20, 
Of  Francis  Saunderfon,  Efq;  17. 
Of  the  governors  of  the  Lying-in  Hofpital,  23. 
Of  Thomas  Winder,  Efqj  27. 
Of  the  cotton  manufacturers  of  the  city  of  Cork,^ 
Of  John  Edwards,  Efq;  29.    ' 
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J*ET  I T I PN  Of  the  corporation  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  30. 
Of  the  citizens  of  Limerick,  46. 
Of  the  company  for  making  the  river  Shannon  navi^ 

gable,  ibid. 
Of  the  governors  of  the  Foundling  Hofpital,  63* 
Of  the  Incorporated  Society,  ibid* 
Of  the  Dublin  Society,  67. 

Of  the  manufadurers  of  fattinet,  everlaftfcig,  &c.  72. 
Of  the  Greenland  Filbery  Company  of  Londonderry,  , 

ibid. 
Of  James  King  and  Abraham  Bradley  King,  81,  82. 
Of  the  lenelphal,  merchants,  &c.  of  the  borough  of 

Newry,  88. 
Of  ^he  woollen  manufa£lurers  of  the  city  of  Dublin, 

114- 
Of  the  wopllen  manufa^urers  of  the  city  of  Cork, 

M5- 

Of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Granard,  14^. " 

Of  one  hundred  and  forty  perfons  confined  in  the 
Four-courts  Marlbalfea,  151. 

Of  the  merch^mts,  traders,  &c.  of  the  town  of  Drog- 
heda, ihid. 

Of  Robert  Watlbn  Wade,  155^ 

Of  the  inhabitaits  of  the  barony  of  Donore,   169. 

Of  the  company  of  undertakers  of  the  Grand  C^al, 
170. 

Of  the  fovereign,  burgefles^  &c.  of  the  town  of  Bcl- 
faft,  181, 

Of  John  Staples  and  James  Caulfield,  Efqrs.  247* 

Of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  248. 

Of  the  cheque  manufa6lurers  of  the  city  of  Lime- 
rick, 275. 

Of  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  &c.  of  the  town  of  Wexford, 
300. 

Of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Drogheda,  307. 

Of  the  trulleesof  Robert  Brooke,  Efq;  330. 

Of  Thomas,  Patrick,  and  Andrew  O'Reilly,  345. 

Of  John  M'Kenly,  ibid.^ 

Of  the  owners  of  job  carriages,  349. 

Of  the  feffion  grand  jury  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  373- 

Of  William  Somerville,  Efq;  376. 

Of  the  corporation  for  promoting  the  Tyrone  navi- 
gation, 377. 

Of  the  common  brewers  of  the  city  of  Cork,  378. 

Of  George  Roe,  579. 

Of  the  high-lheriff  and  grand  jury  of  the  county  of 
Limerick^  383. 

Of  the  wollen  manufa^urers  of  the  city  of  Dublin, 
and  liberties  thereof-  384. 
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Fbtitiov  of  the  corporation  aod  common  brewers  of  the  citj 
of  Dublin,  384. 

Of  the  fedan  chairmen  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  386. 

Of  the  gentlemen,  clergy,  .&c,  of  the  coui^ty  of  Dub- 
lin, 407. 

Of  David  FitzgeraW,  43 !• 

Of  the  higb>(herilF  and  grand  jury  of  the  county  of 
Dublin,  460. 

Pbhsfons,  lift  of,  prefented,  3a. —Debate  and  motions  refpc £1- 
ng,  68,69,74,  354, 

FoLiCE-BiLL,  debates,  &c.  on,  190,  271,  305*334. 

PoNsoNBY,  Mr.  Georoe,  is  againft  the  bill  for  the  reduction  of 
the  intereft  of  money,  16a,  322. 

PoNsoNBY,  Mr.  prefents  a  bill  for  eftabli(hinga  poft-office,  182. 
—  Prefents  a  bill  for  amending  fevcral  laws  relative  to  the  regif- 
teringof  freeholders,  382. 

Pr  I  ME  Se  K  JEANT,  fupporfs  the  bill  for  reducing  the  intereft  of 
money>  308, 


Resolutions  of  the  committee  of  fupply,.  90,  96,  i  i6,*i46. 
■ of  the  Houfe,  to  form  rifles  iiad  regulations,  415. 

Rowley,  Mr.  352. 

Rules  and  Regulations,  debates  on,  420. 

S 

Saunderson,  Mr,  petitions  the  Houfe,  17, — Is  fworn  in,  302. 

Schedules  of  duties  on  goods  imported,  and  the  drawbacks 
allowed  on  exportation,  102,  120. — Of  ftamp  duties,  131. 

Secretary  ofState,  calls  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the 
protection  of  the  rights  of  the  clergy,  and  moves  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  that  purpofe,  64.— ^-Replies  to  Mr.  Graccan, 
55,.^£xpl2ins  why  a  melfage  bad'  not  beenfent  down  to  the 
Houfe  on  the  augmentation-of  the  army  in  the  year  1769. — Is 
againft  a  duty  of  103.  per  barrel  laid  on  foreign  herrings,  152, 
164. — WiQies  to  introduce  a  clamfe  in  the  bill  to  promote  the 
linen  manufadure,  155. — Moves  that  the  fum  of  7B00I.  granted 
to  pron)oie  the  linen  manufa6ture»  be  divided  in  four  equal  parts 
between  the  four  provinces,  '85. — His  fpeecbes  on  the  bill  for 
making  compenfition  to  the   clergy  for  citbei  withheld  from 
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them,  252,  255,  256. — Propafes  a  claufe  to  be  introduced  into 
the  compenfarion-inlli  264.-^-Oppofes  the  bill  for  ceguUting 
prifoners  feesj  ^47, — Mentions  the  proper  conduft  of  the  gen- 
tlemen of  Trinity  College,  3<;3.-r-Prefents  a  bill  to  amend  an 
adl  for  prohibiting  the  ufe  of  lime  in  bleaching,  407, — Oppofe» 
^hc  bill  for  improving  the  turnpike  foad  from  Dublin  to  Kiicul- 
len-brtdge,  4ro. — Prefents  a  bill  to  amend  the  iaw«  for  the  re- 
lief of  prifoners,  &c.  4i.6>r-"l9  againft  havtfig  J^reral  refoluri- 
pns,  ipoved  by  Mr.  Grattan,  on  the  fubjcsft  of  barren  lands  aad 
tithes,  entered  on  the  Journals,  459f 

Sheri  DAN,  Mr.  prefents  a  bill  for  punilhing  mutiny  and  defer- 
tion,  264. 

Solicitor  General,  fays  he  thinks  the  H©ufe  of  Induftry 
does  not  anfw.r  the  |)urpofe  of  its  inftitution,  87. — Supports  a 
claufe  propofed  to  be  introduced  into  the  compenfation-bill^ 
266. — Oppofes  the  bill  for  the  redudtion  of  the  infereft  of 
money,  282. — Prefents  a  bill  for  ufing  court-houfes,  &c.  349. 
< — Prefents  a  bill  for  improving  the  turnpike  road  from  Dublin 
to  KiicuUen-bridge,  and  propoies  apian  for  raifing  io,oool. 
409. 

JSpeakier,  attends  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  f. 
—States  the  advantages  arifmg  from  the  prefent  plan  of  diftri- 
buting  bounties  for  encouraging  the  linen  manufadlure,  186. 
—Supports  the  bill  for  the  reduction  of  intereft  of  moneyj^,3i4. 
—His  fpeech  on  prefenting  the  money-bills,  419. 

Sfbbch  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  on  opening  the  feflion,  i;  oa 
clofing  the  feilion,  465. 

^Stewart,  Mr.  250-,  272,  338,  408. 

T 

TiGHE,  Mr.  8o« 

Trench,  Mr.  fupports  the  petition  of  the  governors  of  the  Ly- 
ing-in Hofpital,  24.— Replies  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche 
qntT,  26. — Mentions  the  injuftice  of  not^rantingafum  towar<« 
the  fupport  of  the  Lying-in  Hofpital,  32. — Explains  the  tA^ 
fon  for  government  giving  Mr.  Talbot  4000I. — Moves  for  are- 
turn  of  the  number  of  perfons  buried  in  the  c'ty  of  Dublin  ^oni 
January,  1783,  to  January,  1788. — Propofcs  to  lay  a  t#  on 
gaming,  2'74.— Prefents  the  report  and  refolutions  of  thecom- 
mittee  on  the  petition  from  the  Lying-in  Hofpital^  350. 

ToLER,  Mr.  Serjeant,  prefents  a  bill  for  the  better  fed rity  of 
purchafcrs  of  land  under  decrees  in  courts  of  equity.  1 49' — 
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'  Supports  a  claufe  propofed  to  be  introduced  into  the  conpenft- 
tion-billy  265. 

Tun N^p IKES,  debates  on,  269,  274,  375,  490. 

.  w      • 

WiiitRBNy  Alderraan,  prefents  a  bill  for  regulating  the  pipe-ws« 
ter  of  the  ciiy  of  Dublin,  349. 

W^.sT^Y,  Mr.  cxpreiTes  hif  approbation  of  tb^  addreft  to  iii 
Majeftjr,  4- 
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